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PREFxVCE. 


'fills  woi‘k  is  designed  to  be  an  outline  picture  of  life  in 
Nt'W  Y 'ork  and  of  tlie  city’s  material  progress  during  the  past 
vixty  yeai'S.  It  is  prefaced  by  a brief  history  of  the  city  fj-oin 
ihc  dale  of  its  foundation  until  1830,  when  the  im])ctus  which 
j>rM,luct‘d  its  most  marvellous  development  began  to  be  power- 
tiilly  felt. 

Xo  attempt  has  been  made  by  tlie  author  to  give  details  of 
tlie  eoiiiiiierce,  finances,  meclianic  arts,  and  manufactures  of  the 
eiiy,  for  t he  scope  and  limits  of  tbe  Avoi'k  would  not  permit.  A 
few  notici\s  of  ])articular  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  otlier 
t'-lahli -hmeiits  liave  been  given,  only  as  illustrations  of  the 
enontious  expansion  of  all  kinds  of  business  tvithiii  the  period 
-'fa  »juarter  of  a century. 

fin*  ^vo]‘k  is  essentially  a social  history  of  the  city  of  Xew 
it  contains  an  account  of  society  there  in  its  various 
.•i-p«-et<  of  home  life,  business  activities,  and  social  organizations, 
during  a ])eriod  of  two  generations.  In  it  may  be  found  luaef 
E'eords  of  the  gi'owtli  of  the  city  in  area,  from  time  to  time  ; 
<-hanges  in  its  architectural featui’es  ; its  amusements;  its  increase 
in  population,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  other  industries ; 
the  transfoi’iiiatioiis  in  the  aspects  of  society  and  in  municipal 
aibiii's;  its  judiciary,  educational  systems,  and  its  government; 
its  ])olitics  and  its  journalism;  its  inventors  ami  discoverers; 
the  disturbances  and  disasters  which  have  atllicted  it,  and  other 
events  ^vhieh  have  made  it  famous;  the  oilgin  and  work  of 
ih(*  principal  educational,  religious,  scientific,  literary,  artistic, 
l»en<‘volent,  and  charitable  institutions  with  'whicli  tin*  city 
abounds,  together  with  the  names  of  the  projectors,  corporators, 
and  present  ollicers  of  tlie  various  institutions. 

In  this  Work  may  also  be  found  the  ])ortraits  and  brief  bi^^ 
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iv 

gra]‘)liical  i^kotclies  of  nearly  one  liiindred  citizens,  wlio  bv  their 
enterprise,  iiitelliu'ence,  ami  character  have  niaterially  assisted  in 
the  ]>romotion  of  the  prosperity  and  good  naim^  uf  New  York, 
and  in  its  elevation  to  the  liigh  position  of  the  metro] >olis  of  tlie 
Western  Hemisphere,  ddiey  ai'e  the  ])orti-aits  of  men  whom 
their  fellow-citizens  delight  to  honor,  ddiese  portraits  and  the 
materials  for  the  biographical  skt'tches  have  been  obtained  ordy 
through  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  author. 

There  are  also  numerous  views  of  ])arks,  juiblic  and  private 
buildings,  and  other  ol)jects.  These,  like  the  portraits,  are  en- 
graved on  steel  in  the  best  manriei*,  ex]n*essly  for  tlwMvork.  The 
l>ackgroiinds  of  all  the  jdates  are  of  uniform  size,  causing  an 
unique  symmetiy  in  the  illustrations,  ])artienlarly  noticeable. 
The  vignette  views  are  after  oi-lginal  India-ink  diuwings  by 
jMr.  J,  Lawrence  Giles.  The  illu^ti-ations  ar(‘  uniforndy  distrib- 
uted tlirongh  the  work  at  ecpial  distances  apart,  for  the  sake  of 
regularity,  and  tlierefore  could  not,  as  a ruhy  be  inserted  where 
reference  is  made  to  them  in  the  t(*xt.  Idie  ir'ader,  by  i*eferiing 
to  tlie  list  of  portraits  and  othei-  iiljistrations,  may  readily 
find  their  ]>laces  in  the  wrnk  indicated  ; and  by  a reference  to 
the  general  index  will  as  readily  lind  the  i-elevant  luography  or 
desci’iption  sought. 

It  has  been  observed  that  tin*  scope  and  limits  of  tins  work 
would  not  permit  minute^  details;  only  a geneiul  vie^v  of  the 
topics  introduced.  This,  it  is  bt-lievi'd,  ^vil}  lie  more  acceptal)le 
to  the  Ci'cneral  reader  than  a nnnaii\a>  ov(‘rbu!‘dened  with  the 
dry  details  of  statistics,  method^,  and  t(‘chnicalities.  The  ]>ub- 
lisher  has  projected  aiiothta*  ^\ork,  in  wliidi  will  lie  given  a full 
account  of  the  commeri-c,  financr^,  mcclianic  arts,  manufactures, 
and  other  industries,  stati>t!cal  ami  ba-hnical,  in  the  city  of 
New  York  from  its  found:iti‘m  until  now.  That  work  will  lie 
a complement  to  this. 

The  author  grat(*fu]ly  ai’know  ledges  the  nniform  kindness 
, and  courtesy  ofth»*  mane.j'or'^  <»t  iimtitutions  and  oi  all  c>thers 
who  have  clu'ci-fully  anh  d him  in  gathering  the  materials  for 
this  work,  and  t<»  thc-c  Ic-  tcadris  >meere  thanks. 


'!'.-»v.'.it‘;*\J  ■.  .•-  .^'  ■('  '•'  ■.’••'  ' '. ' 

■ 1'.- fv  ■ 


,sfB^ili-.t  r^j'Tn?!!!!!  ffr'iiujcr,;  ' 


'w 

' ■?.)»! 7 7}i 

. _ T 

'-.  y-vf'tvf  .»!'h  S > j'of  j« 

» ) ; ■ ' t ; 1 f ■ » 7 t 

Ti'jfK  ■ .,'  : {fi'< 

h';_ 

s i 1 ‘Jij  ’ <■■  J 77  > .: ;-.  /•)[•.) 

i-  If  <'I  Ir  :Ii; 

jnojirt 

7 ,nn'..!!-7K)L  vtl7  ■/:.'; 

-ul  i.**  /':.7-;if'|7lx^y  ! 

fm4„-i'/#: 

ijJ 

-omxiHt-w 

7 bio  ' . ' 

if*T‘M 

^ s'  oS  [.' 

^S.j-t'>IS'af 

.... 

7,7'i  'Mir  y.lrijiiMFf 

: ■'  'y  'HJ,' 

1-  ...  ■. 

-'  ^ 7 f ' It w (1  ■■’ 

vTi;" ; 

■Pit) 

.■■'.i-’'/-|  v.'iilij  .*’m;1jX' 

>yV(IT'  ■ 

:hnffirm- 

m ^ 


> ' 'M 


^:. ".’to  oii-  - ■ ' 'i"J’f|:..f7'i  I nj..'S.  ■ , 77  ^ 

7j.'rr:.[r)‘->i  'riflf  7/Ji.  p.iii;/  . '' 


"Wijf ' //j;‘:|bv  ■ >1  H<«r:i.[j'i'  i I r.ti)  -j.rt< ) '(■>)  i >7'-;i7  '<’>)■)' >iv.r-'v 


7S 


-ilh  I Ph  / } • 5 1-4 A i tjiii  f iuAU‘.\i- i4’U  .HiX-  • .{9  :iK' 


. , :■  c ' ‘ ?? ' bl.' ' 7: ■■  ■ ■ :u  mhi f|  <>i  ^f M ■ , '0^ 

;!.)■  i,  vJ  ii.,'{/;  ; i).‘f fj-.-iifi-t!  'iii  'fv^.-'  'V^•.7’ ! ; .fv^ift''  ;■ 


‘lu  ■.Ml' 

S,i  .juj::,V:' 

/iyi  '-yJ.  i:’ln\l)  :/Jihr.^: 

-.t;’' . i.u,7/ . y. 7 Oil  r [j : ■ 7 1 1 ' 

yj  “'lit 

■;’■  0-  ■■■',.  ■ ■ , ' " ; 

. y.  . Jilgf'yy  nnij'j 

f'Wi  ‘to  ^P.iiv' 

1 i »o  y r wf  'ittr;  1 

J }■(  ■ 

i; 

■ 7/‘V  . i 1;  CHl'.i 

M.  f ; fr f T f' 

1 i-(h  >'7f  ■ ■ 

•4.  ' '•,  ,-l''..  ^.  ! 

7-y"  ' ' ' '^ 

■:’5'»fTl  7i' 

r [[w<^\b7'/j‘>ifM  '.H  ry 

E r>'3'nif)o7l,':.' 

... 

, •:  ; * ■'  ' * ' ' 

S..  hoiV'lvH;- 

/•ro. '''..,7»i.  ' 

> 17.  i . lU. 

yf  ) 

-viofl  ': 

,,rr  ■ ■;^ 

'77.  ;i='‘)i -y  l/y-'  y 

. y Ihi  .>. 

i!.  "'  : ‘7-i  1 i'i  / 

10:7: .!  ' Ori-yO' 

•riii'i  --oi  yt'Mi 

/'■■■7>lifX>U.r.>  07*  i ']m  J)i*' 

7 ' »' -•  ■'A'''' ■ 

lc»  7 a. r 

.-  r fn  ji' 

••istilo'ij  ,'  !-:’  '!i.  OH' 

» [ fm  . 

' • . ..  .S'. 

.y/<fif'  ly  .-Inji/oi  /..S  n^y^f  il'*}‘i’'*”f 

;v'7/:\ 

'ti 


■;:;i''r:  : :7.  s , ;.i .;  ■/■_' 

' 


-.i';;;il<'  1m  t . { ( r ; : .•'  •'{  1 1 ’^n  r ^ ■••'' 

.;  '^irn  ^'5  .'‘bt  ;i' 

■ ■('  " !:;;;i-;'  ;7  r ;■''  !',V:  ^ 


''i-!'  -r.r,;  •J<7||0ij;:^.j 


:>  0 /f.fl  ^ 

^ • '•  I,  '.  ,')♦•'  ^ '•' 

V ' V, 

K .■■77,  ' ■ V 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


STEEL  PORTRAITS. 


AlUMS,  Alatn. 

, .facing  page  262 

\sD>R  John  Jacob 

30 

Hauker,  Fordyce 

600 

ILunard,  F.  A.  P 

170 

P>UES,  Leat  M 

342 

Be.u'h,  iMosEs  Y 

634 

IIergii,  Henry 

280 

I’LAf’KFORD,  Eugene  G.  . . 

072 

Ih.ISS,  CoRNTELIUS  N 

018 

PuowN,  Janies 

90 

Brewster,  Janies  B. 

556 

Ih-.ECE,  CIeorge 

< 'ksnola,  L.  P.  di 

852 

Llinton,  ])e  Witt. 

0 

('dark,  Eninions 

078 

Colton,  G.  Q 

738 

Cooper,  Peter 

(’rolius,  Sr.,  Clarkson.  . , 

Crosby,  Hoaa'ard 

298 

('UNIMINOS,  ThOS.  S 

Daly,  Ch.ajrles  P 

408 

Davis,  Noah 

310 

De  "Witt,  Thonias 

438 

De  ICeyster,  Frederic.., 

Dodge,  VTlliani  E 

lOS 

Dcn,  B.  G.  

COS 

Dt'RAND,  A.  B 

198 

Kckeut,  Thomas  T 

Parer,  Ebeehard 

Fiei.d,  Benjamin  H 

470 

Piked,  Cyrus  "NV 

230 

Pish,  Haniu^ton 

82 

IhiANcis,  John  W 

38 

Predricks,  C.  D 

754 

Cl  ERR  Y,  E LB  RIDGE  T.. 

<1race,  VTlliam  B 

COS 

<iliEKN,  NoRVTN 

Cr.iNNixi,^  Moses  II  .... 

98 

Harih'r,  James . 

152 

Hatch.  G.  W ... 

528 

Helnrth,  VnxLANi  Tod. 

024 

Henderson.  ITter 

790 

j Hoe,  Petee  S 30B 

1 Hoe,  PacHARD  H 30fi 

I Hoe,  lioBERT 30(1 

1 Hoyt,  Joseph  B 770 

! Hughes,  John*  (Archbishop) 2r>4 

I I\Tsox,  HexpvY 582 

j Jay,  'Wiliaam 22 

! Jesttp,  Moeeis  K 444 

; Kuetz,  UTelia:a 842 

' Lee,  GmEON 54 

I Leggett,  Feae'cts  II 000 

' Lorsixg,  Benson  J tlUe  plaff 

Lo^v,  Abtee  a 272 

! McKekSson,  John 54G 

! HcCloskey,  John  (Cardinal). 3G0 

1 Macy,  Pt,  H 702 

I Mal'Y,  WiET.r.or  H 4l4 

! Martin,  Chaeees  J 4(10 

i Mott,  Jordan  L 484 

i Mott,  Valentine 4(i 

! IMoss,  John  C 74t> 

:Munn,  O.  D 590 

CH'tendoefee,  C)stvald 388 

I Packard,  S.  S 052 

1 ITeeeepont,  Edwards 188 

I PlHWE,  S.  Ir.EN.EUS 452 

I Kaynoe,  Sanr'ee 730 

j Benwick,  James 378 

i liiDLEY,  Edward 704 

I lloGEKS,  John 778 

i BonERTS.  iMAlLSFIAEE  0 334 

: Startn,  John  H 510 

Stein  WAY,  Henry 518 

Stephenson,  John  000 

Sturge.s,  Jonatievn 00 

Tay'lor,  Moses 180 

Thomi'son,  John •.  400 

1 Thorne,  Jonathan 390 

I TiFEANY,  C'’H  ARLES  L 324 

j Ty'Ng,  Stephen  H 102 

! Valentine,  Lawson 714 

j Vanderbilt,  Corneltt's 114 

' Van  Xostrand,  Daniel 824 


. ’J'U’viii  •• 


«"/“ 


<•^y, 


''?■)■•■' '.  '?4': 


:'n 


'■i¥\' 


:;V./s 


; m 

iti"i:  . . 

_„,,,iA;| 

‘t-i-  ...:. 

■ ,:.  '?■ 

, ,);^:  n".,.... 

.’..., 

r.‘{.:;  ...... 

(I'ai 


^ . t ' ■ ■ . . ^ 

V'  - ^ .^ariARTHOT  i■3  3>^ 

• ■"  ■ • ,.  ~ ■ - 
, i'  ^v‘:  ■;»'•:!  /.;'i  ,:  Si''  !:  " '■ 

'*].''.*  V‘ U-  M^'f  , .'-u  I 

, X .'  •■•>••• 

, /, . , .H',  ;'m>E  « ■ 

. . ^ ,-?.'rfi't'>'H  ' on  ■ - •,•  > ■ 

vk'.  Lv^i , '-■•  ,>'<*#*-v4  . • X'.i/'K  . .„; , i-;, 

V,- ^ *'..'■  , •'  i :.0 

■' Vf'  ; . . . 


• • • 

.ni  -v.'f  . 


/^ol.  ,'i  /Vf.y.  ' 

. . ■ ;fg 


.!  . .. . .‘I  .M  i 


. . , ....  i ,»:l 


, X . .-•/K  xW^ef/n.-/ y .‘.>^>.'1 
. . . . , . ; . . , ..:-/<^*iti 


. j/sxiji u i>r 


. ..  V^'.  -,ii:iJ.  ■ ■<'■  to  •■  . . 

,'..11  1 ^Thi:V\U  •■(■■  V4’ 

'■:  »'j'  *<■:  wt  i y.f ) -!  ::?  V'XtiK  5. * <*f..  ^., 


-X  '...'  •{, . .'x  .V  oir/'  .;i, 

; ; .'. . . ,\., . -.  ti  r i.ij.ii7A  X“->.10  ^;^;7  , . 

.■ .,  ; . . , i- . . r.  V'  ‘ '.x^ >"  .y.'  i'itiJil  Of  tiX  . 


'kt' 


X.  . ... 


, ,\i  ’ii/V'.SfO-^vrolA 
.a-^i  :.  ••"■*  .'//  ■; •'• 


:hV, 


■-.j- 


■Xr* 


*^y7'  . 

! .. .. : . ..'  ■>  .''.'-'a. 

... 

(t'a:;, . 

' p--,.,  *t  Vi'..-  V . 

r.;.\ .XI .(),/.'  I 

' .,'r'Of*.  .*. . . 

. <,  L.'  >v  ■ . )1 . ! '1  ■*.<•"  i V' . J T'i  ‘ ^ '-^ 

'.'X“'  , 

.V;;:.?".  V?S 

, .'-vv.  '.  . r ♦ ^ ^ - 

-7.' I'rH  '• 

L^f-i  . 

.,;.•■>>■'  ' ! 

'.ivvx, 

OiX 

. ; . . .'.'^xr  P' aV.'  ,i-^f'f  if 

'•r..  i't.-'  ' 

Ve'  i . . : 

i.'f," 

H * T 

. . ;.  .VIK'  0.  ,Xj 

O-M  ,?♦ 

■•  v•;:■^■';X 

,U  ■,t;i.’’ MXij  1/.  I'V'ai  ' 

. v.v*.,.'u  vMovx’  ' 

: &it  . . 

iii{- 

"'’L';S'v  .. 

. , . r/ii'AlL  'j/fikJ:iT(i  j 

f,(60. 

X"  ; . 

, . I . irp'X.  ;Vi ♦../•u-i‘-i:aH..J 

a?;  V. 

■V  . .^..V.  .'.  . .-^  T' 

. . .» . -''pf*  ,kfiM:rr^^  i 

' »7,T  ■. ‘. 

Obir,- 

.;. . t-; 

.V’.V -V'* X' 

,V;  .-I  - . .’ . i'.'iX 

,■ . ,:> . . .'j! r ■fJci'>aT  J 

S^l  , 

.;|(]{: 

,l  4 ..  " . ^ - • ,4(  - 

.■  .-■,;.  ' v#,-/.v;v  ,:  r?*.  ;n)#T 

*-‘c<v;  . . 

j.  ■’. . 

:.ii  n J 

lm.r. 

■Vlf. 

* ^ • 

. . . , y.p-  '••  e V ,;x«yfr'  X''7 

m:C'.;;. 

JU 

^.7;  I 'jv.'wyjy^-.^TP- ; 

^ ',J  ,;{,H  V •i.i'.iM  » 

I ./.:/< I 

. . . ■ - . . . ii/.u/  i 

, . <‘‘i 

'a'  -'’"'X ' 

.•.'/&  .X  ,u..a 


. .‘'■'■■iti#  ' .s*.3^  .i*.<.''  I 

Vi  / 'K 


,V.  4.  X -r* ••■■■’^' 

. . K»»X 

X- ...  .'X  . 


la'I 

*-,..  i > 


■»te  ...v'v 


. . , . V.' . -.  V.-  . '■ 

^ ^ ® ] . ■ ‘ f'J-i Jfejj 

, . Vx-  f 'X'^/-  . ;>  .iS  r*  U ^ i: 

..... !C>^J.ri  if  „a*  “ 

,i. . . 

" \ vVl' 


■' 

■ ■ ^ 


'*^iv 


VI 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Wales.  Salem  II facing  page  A^'2 

Webb,  James  Waxson: T20 

Webi:,  Willi.o.1  421 


Weed,  TiirnLow 

Wl.NSTON,  FbEDEKICK  S. 


832 

244 


VIEWS  OF  PARKS, 

Academy  of  Music .facing  page  208 

Ameeican  Nfavs  Company  Buildino  . . (!42  I 


Astor  Library.  

Baptist  Home  for  the  Aged 


Bartholdi  Statux:  of  Liberty.  . . J.ille  plate 
Bates,  Reed  and  Cooley’s  Building 
Battery  and  Castle  Garden . 


208 

288 


80G 

500 


Bf.t.tf.vt'f.  Hospital 

134 

Bloomingdale  Asyluai 

134 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 

131 

Central  P ark 

432 

Chemical  Bank 

564 

Charlier  Institute 

208 

City  Halt.,  Court-House,  and 

Park.,  564 

Coluaibia  College 

208 

Cooper  Union 

. . . 208 

Custciat-FTot'se 

Dakota  Apartaient  House.  . , 

. . 012 

Elea'ated  Railroad  

. . . title  plate 

Equestrian  Statue  of  Washington.  . 564 

Evening  Post  Buit.ding  . . . 

642 

Fta'e  Points  House  of  Industry 288 

Eraunce’s  Tavern,  where  Washington 

P.AKTED  with  HIS  OFFICERS. 

, .frijidi.'ipicee 

Eurxon  Ferry 

Fui.ton  Street  Daily  Xoon 

Prayek- 

GrAAIERCY  pAIiK 

500 

Herald  Building 

642 

High  Bridge 

. . . .title  jdate 

Howard  Mission 

288 

John  Street  IMethodist  Chui 

;.;h 134 

Lenox  Library 

208 

IMadison  Square 

500 

IMap  of  New  York  in  1728.. 

14 

^Iasonic  Hall  in  1830...... 

. .fro}di.'''j)iece 

[Masonic  Teaiple 

288 

Methodist  Book  Concern  ... 

288 

[Metropolitan  [Museum  of  Ai 

;t 208 

Mount  Morris  Park 

500 

National  Academy  of  the  ; 

\rts  of 

Design  

208 

New  Y’ork  in  1776 

. frnidi.<jilece  i 

BUILDINGS,  Etc. 

New  Fulton  ^Market  . ...  .facing  page  5C4 

New  York  Hlstoric.al  Society 208 

New  Y'ork:  Hospit.vi. 134 

New  York  and  Brooklyn  Jinnia'E  .title  plnie. 

New  Washington  Market 5G4 

Newsboys'  Lodging-House 288 

Nieuw  Amsterdam  in  1050.  . . ./xox/isp/ece 

Normal  Coit.ege 208 

Obelisk,  The  . . . 564 

Old  City  Hall front i.^piere 

Old  Government  House  in  1810  f rordispiece 
Old  Stone  Bihdge.  Canal  Strlet  and 


Broadway  in  1812. 
Post  Oi  eice 


ro)di,<piec(' 

. . . 504 


Pres]>,ytertan  Church,  Fifth  A venue..  134 


I;T 


Presbyterian  Hospit.al 

Produce  F'xchange 

Residence  of  Mrs.  A.  T.  Steav 

R.  Hoe  & Co.’s  Bx  ii.ding 

St.  Lihie’s  Hospital 

St.  Patrick’s  (4athei>ral  

Seventh  Recument  Armory  . . 

Society  for  a he  Prevention  of 

ty  to  Animai-s 

Staats-Zeiti'ng  Building 

Stock  Exchange 

StUYV  ESANT  S(XUARE 

Sx'N  Br-TLDING 

J’EAfPLE  Court 

Teaiple  Emanu-el 

Tombs,  Tin; 

Tiaxes  Buiie>ing  

Tribune  Bitlding 

Trinttv  Church 

Tomi'KTn's  Squatif. 

FTnion  Square 

I'NION  TriEOl.OGICAL  SeaIINA1;Y  . 

UNn'ED  Bank  Building  

Vant->errilt  IMansions  

Wa--.hjnc,ton  Sqi’are 

V.’e.stkrn  Union  Telegraph  IUt 

Windsor  Hotel 

Worth  ^[onument 

YoT'NCr  ^[en’s  Christian  Association 
Hali ■2''8 


134 
e.42 
642 
7-22 

134 

3T() 

564 

RUEL- 

288 

642 

642 

500 

642 

564 

131 

56F 

642 

642 

134 

5('!0 

5U0 

564 

.....  GJ2 

642 

560 

DING. .612 

564 

5il4 


■IW 


■m 


';. . r,  * . . .■,VfOJrir. T ' ,«fK<fV/  - .,  '•  ;.■  «'•  • ■ 

I > ^ . ■"  r;'?/}V/  ,,  . " • ■ • • ' ' 

j^0  ■ .Tr4i*x)J3  cJA.'«aot^.i It 


. .IT,  v.f 

. } \ ‘ ; u 'l'/  ,a:r.r?^ 


t.rvn-- 

;,r' /';.5>?-'  ':•!  •>//  /.W/i  'WiVf 

. 

. .v' , ,f . " 

Vih-  , . . . 

i ■,■■.7/^ 

''■ ' .■',  y ’/n  bur  : 

...  .'  •f'JoH  <'>'■’ 

ft/O/rt  tf  -i.  /- 

I ;t:‘/  . 
) 

,i.rr,'- i •■^' 

.'t.T.ut  /I  ' 

. . . . t 

, 

' . ' ■ t.-t  . , 

V'f!-"  ,,■■■'  -, ,..  , 

’ -7'  ■ 

:• 

!:.l  .. 

f."  ‘,'"A^. ', 

■-  ’'>;<''H'J'V  W»,; 

:t''U 

v'h‘>  (x'ii;)' 

i ' 

. j-_joj{,  T/.n-r  '■r 


■1/14  1'.'  /’irhi/.'iA 

■ t 

. •!• . ■■■rj'i'f  I ■ '>■-  y *i 

.o''V . ;y  ,1,  .-'.I  ''/S, 

;.»,  ;.-:-xl'sV 

f-r  I'TjP!  • 'I  '*.  2TJ7 ; = . t 

:. 

■/■'./:  ‘ 

I jr;',>  l ■'■  f;.?  u ’ ^ 

■?.,•.;•  '••/it'’; 

. ..  .:(■.'/:"(  •.'•') 


.'  ; 

i':.  ;,  . . ,,  /.;,v.  . .■ • ' ‘ ' ' ,1'  ^ ' ' '■ 

,„:;i  ..  ; jv  ^v/,  T ■■•).:  '>;»* •’"•T;;’'' -y' 


, , ,■>:  < ' 

ijx  r'‘i''' jH'  y:A!  ;.fTiiir{r?;i.i  i 

, ^ ■.  i '•.•  ■ ^J'f  j,  ^ 


c-K';  . 

,^l .T.rxv/ •'^’  ■»'' 


' i'fil  . 
'rWf  : 

’■.i-fe'-'- 

;>•- 
■ ' iC!  . 


1 

„4^5' 


inn 

■ 

.'iW. .' 

I ti  , 

^kK'  ^ 


■.V  > ' h’ 


y./*' 

Xl: 

■yl  ,. 

;'j  ,v‘,.  .,;.  , , cjiv.’)!^',!  /I  'tOf;  'H , i-'J '•' !■  ' 1 ■',  ; 


I ■ ■ •"  xv,'t'-  ■••:—•■•  • 

1 ‘ ...  . , , . . X'nvj<4'l 

-■■•■.  .(  . : ,...^. 

x,V'V  _ .'.‘i/-, 

fiyni'  >y 

;l 

i:'ri  j 

■■inr., '.  .f, 

rl\  y: 

I'lX/  ' 

V/fl'-l. 

.,yp 

, .m.r>u 

rx'O 

!>T  1;T 

.'  /f  >'. 

;..  ;'I 

: ij'H 

-if  li‘A<i 

',i.//oo7 

;i.ry 

1 'i  t. 

r.rb'l 

i -/  , 

:T‘. 

; 4HfCv  . . , V- . 

bry^ 

. : \n  ! 

'.'  I-'  '>' 

rT.!„ 

' iiV)  .....: 



.iii'f 

- . .0,  ■'■ 

'f,nn  ■ 

t.:;’‘.i  1 

. .;Xt;  __  ^ J ^ 

, rXftfi 

cry./ 

7-  iki- 

I'tfux 

■>W,nl 

r/ii/:' 

■vl  i;; 

■J-y 

rm>^ 

)[/,i  ij' 

1 . . 

, . :'i'y 

,'  i-il  i - 

, : 

] 

' <V!(*  ,.  ■ . . 4 , 

. -.-1/ 

1/  H. 

_i'i  

.'/xT 

I /! 

■It-  . ^ 

,f,A-  ) t. 

•txl.t 

,■;.»,  .S  w < < '•'••I.*-  • 

i ’ ;' i.t  -»!{T  f'A  //f  C ■ ' f r ;t.T4>5  * J I-.'  <^V-i  :r  1 •^i/aiwIC-,w.-'- 

* ' ' ' L-.  ■’  ’■  '.  ' ,!r,  . '■  ,-'  .i...CI  , ., 


"k 

}'/■<  l ./„<,  l'^  ,/r,l7M?i.^^'! //,V  ■ * . . . ;••>  '«  - .'  . y.'r.i 


j ^ r 'ft - ;<* y-i/f  //'..•i 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


OUTTLIXE  HISTORY,  1609-]8;!0. 


■Si; ' 


S'  ^ 


\ 

'S'S- 


■■I, 


V)l| 


r-  .walGAvS'  '"'  M 
'¥«••  S/K.'V; 


^■fv'  ■.‘'-■'A  - 


& 


f • ^ 


i,V  t"  ) . 


. 


M t s,  , 


Sl5fPl,: 


- '‘ai')i>‘  f J r! 


s::ii: 


. .,,  ,fV^’:' v' 


.S::i;''  ;Vv:fe: 
'■■■S’S;'- 


'fym 


yn 


r/i 


X'.  -.S  , 
y^:.y'y 

...  ’■ 


vis' 


iiTj^ 

4?ii 


2'Tlo  aiW  7f35^  ',^^!  TRO^^  '"I 


...' 


;sv 


'n 


h ill . ^-a  ot  : j i>.  ■ 


CIIAPTEPw  I. 


JT  vrns  a warni  day  in  eai'ly  September,  1009,  when  tlie  yacht 

^lonn^  of  ninety  tons  burden,  tlie  hull  of  wliich  boj“e  many  scarN  of 
wounds  received  in  battle  w'ith  ice-tloes  in  polar  seas,  anchored  in  a bay 
now  knoAVii  as  the  liarbor  of  Xew  York.  She  had  a high  j)oo})  after 
tli(‘  fashion  of  the  times,  strong  masts,  and  ample  spars  and  sails.  Slu* 
was  commanded  by  Henry  Hudson,  an  expert  English  navigatoi*,  thmi 
(•m]>loy(‘d  by  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  in  searching  f<jr  a passauo 
thi-ough  ai'ctic  watei’s  to  far-off  China  and  the  adjacent  islands  of  tin* 

S4‘a. 

Hudson  had  failed  to  penetrate  the  polar  ice,  and  novr  sought  th(‘ 
*•  strait  Itelow  Virginia,  spoken  of  by  his  friend  Ca])tain  Smith,  w.hieh 
miuht  h('ar  his  vessel  to  the  “ South  Sea’'  or  Pacific  Ocean.  He  had 
failed  to  lind  it  ; but  now,  looking  up  the  broad  stream  northwai’i) 
from  ids  anchorage,  in  which  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed,  his  ho]K's 
i\*viv(‘d,  and  he  ascended  the  smooth  waters  toward  the  higli  mountains 
dimly  s(M‘u  hi  tlie  hazy  distance.  But  as  lie  drew  near  thes'c  lofty  hilN, 
and  the  water  freshened  more  and  more,  he  was  sati^died  that  it  was  a 
great  river  and  not  a connecting  strait  betAveen  tlie  tAvo  oceans. 

Hudson  sailed  up  the  riA'er  to  the  head  of  tidcAvater,  moi‘(‘  tlian  (uu' 
liundred  and  fifty  miles,  finding  dusky  inhaliitants  everywhciv.  lb* 
Avas  charmed  Avith  the  beauty  of  the  country  and  its  p.romise  ot  wi'alth 
and  I'cnown  to  whatever  ])eopIe  should  occupy  it.  Pcturning  to  tlu' 
oraaii,  he  sailed  aAvny  for  Europe  to  tell  his  employi'rs  Avhat  a magnili- 
cint  prize  lie  had  AAoin  for  them.  He  had  not  reaclu'd  India  by  the 
Avay  of  the  Arctic  Circle,  but  he  had  discoAowed  a great  rivci*  innmng 
through  a magnificent  country  lieaA'ily  timbered,  aliounding  with  lur- 
hearing  animals,  and  occupied  by  half-naked  barbai’ians  only. 

Hudson’s  Avonderful  storv  aroused  the  commmAM'al  cupidity  ol  the 
Dutch  mm’cliants  of  Amsterdam,  A\dio  had  already  ('stablished  a v(uy 
jirotitable  fur  trade  Avith  the  northern  Biissias.  Very  soon  Dutch  \«‘s- 
‘Is  from  tlie  Texel,  among  them  the  discovery  yacht,  apjH'ared  in  the 
v'ati'rs  Avherc'  Hudson  lii'st  anchori'd  the  //e/f- dAeo//  ; and  not  long 
ali<‘rward  Captain  Christiansen,  as  agent  for  the  merchants,  ai'com- 
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])anie(l  by  expert  trappei*s  and  tradeis,  l)uilt  a redoubt,  four  loi>  huts, 
ami  a stcji'ehoiise  on  tiie  slope  ^'('st  of  ([)r(\sent)  llroadway,  just  abov(‘ 
the  Bowling  Green.  This  was  the  seed  of  the  coiinnercial  inetro]x>lis 
of  Ainei’ica,  planted  in  Bflih  at  the  southern  extieniitv  of  a long,  rocky, 
and  swampy  island  which  the  bai*bai'ians  called  hlan-na-hat-ta. 

Among  the  bold  Butch  navigators  wlio  came  to  iMan-na-hat-ta  or 
i^^anhattan  was  Adrien  Block',  in  the  schooner  7Vy/v,v.s\  hVhen  she  was 
laden  with  bear-skins  and  was  about  t;>  depart  fur  the  Texel  late  in 
It)  13,  she  took  fire  and  became  a blackened  wreck.  Before  the  next 
spring,  oaks  that  had  sheltered  bears  where  \Vall  Street  “ bulls'’  now 
contend  witli  linancial  bruins,  were  fashioned  into  a trim-built  yacht  of 
sixteen  tons,  Avhicli  was  lilled  with  skins  and  sailed  for  the  Texel.  She 
was  named  the  O/iru-st— the  ‘‘  Bestless" — a ])rophecy  of  tliat  unresting 
activity  which  now  marks  the  island  of  l\ranhattan.  Such  was  tljc  be- 
ginning, in  1014,  of  the  vast  merchant  marine  of  tlie  city  of  Aew  York. 

In  accordance  with  an  ordinance  lately  passed  by  the  Government  of 
Holland,  the  Amsterdam  mercliants  liastened  to  obtain  a s])ecial  license 
for  trading  in  tlie  newly  discovered  region.  They  procured  a charter 
which  gave  them  the  monopoly  of  tlie  trade  for  four  years,  and  the 
region  was  named  A'^ew  A^etherlaiid.  They  enlai’ged  their  storehouse 
at  iManliattan,  built  forts  as  trading  stations  near  the  site  of  All)anv, 
and  the  little  seed  planted  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  by  Christiansen 
germinated  into  a thriving  ])lant  of  empire — a village  whicli  they  called 
IManliattan.  Finally,  in  1(>21,  these  mercliants  and  others  obtained 
from  the  States-Gencral  (the  Congress)  of  Holland  a charter  for  a 
Dutch  West  India  Conniany.  It  nimle  it  a.  great  c<nnmercial  monop- 
oly. possessing  almost  regal  powers  to  colonize,  govern,  and  defend, 
not  only  that  little  domain  on  tiie  Hudson,  hut  the  whole  unoccu[)ied 
coasts  of  America  from  ATewfoundland  to  Gape  Horn,  and  tVoni  tlie 
Cape  of  Good  Hojic  far  nortliward  aloiur  the  coast  of  Africa.  Tlie 
charter  contained  all  the  guarantees  of  freedom,  in  social,  ipolitical,  and 
religious  life,  necessary  to  the  founding;  of  a free  state,  and  which 
characterized  the  institutions  of  Holland.  A^o  stranger  was  to  he  (pies- 
tioned  concerning  Ids  nativity  or  Ids  creed.  “ Do  you  wish  to  huild.  to 
plant,  and  to  become  it  eitizmi  C was  the  sum  of  the  catechism  when 
a new-comer  appeared. 

Before  the  company  was  fairly  organized,  tlie  menacing  growls  of  the 
lion  of  England  induced  them  to  adopt  nn^asures  for  making  a ])erma- 
nent  settlement  in  A"ew  A’^idherland,  and  place  an  indiuArious  colony 
there  who  should  found  a state.  In  B'ej:’,  the  company  sent  ovtu*  the 
X<  flu  rLnuJ , a stanch  sld[>  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  tons,  bearing 
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thirty  families  of  AValloons,  Protestant  refugees  from  (present)  Belgium, 
spoke  the  French  language  and  who  iiad  settled  in  Holland, 
'i'iicy  (‘onsisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  women,  and  children. 
'riu*y  brought  witli  them  agricultural  ini])lements,  cows,  horses,  sheep, 
.iud  swine,  and  a sufficiency  of  household  1‘urnitui‘e  to  make  them  com- 
foj'iahle.  Captain  May,  who  commanded  the  Sew  Seiherland,  was 
r«>n>tituted  their  first  or  temjmrary  governor. 

ff’hese  immigrants — the  first  of  a vast  multitude  who  have  come  to 
<air  shores  in  the  course  of  more  than  twm  hundred  and  fifty  yeai;s — 
la  tried  from  the  Sew  SetlierJand  in  small  boats,  at  the  I'ocky  point  on 
which  Castle  Garden  noAV  stands,  and  is  the  recc-‘])tacle  of  thousands  of 
tunigrants  who  enter  the  harbor  of  Xew  York  every  year.  It  was  a 
b(‘autiful  morning  in  May,  1023,  when  they  ascended  the  bank  in  their 
pictui’esque  costumes,  every  man  carrying  some  article  of  domestic  use, 
and  manv  of  the  women  carrving  a babv  or  a small  child  in  tlieir  arms. 
Th(W  were  cordially  received  by  the  traders  and  friendly  Indians,  and 
wei’o  feasted  under  a tent  made  of  sails  stretched  between  several  trees. 
A Chi'istian  teacher  accom])anied  them,  wdio,  before  tliey  partook  or 
their  limt  meal,  offered  up  fervent  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  pre- 
sei'ving  care  during  tlieir  long  voyage,  and  implored  his  blessing  u])on 
the  great  undertaldng  before  them.  Captain  May  then  read  his  com- 
mission as  governor  of  the  colony  and  the  country  ; and  so  the  germ  of 
the  city  and  State  of  Xew  York  was  jilanted  in  a fruitful  soil. 

Tliese  immigrants  were  immediately  scattei’cd  to  different  ])oints  to 
form  settlements.  Some  founded  the  city  of  Brooklyn  on  Long  Island, 
and  near  wdiat  was  known  as  the  AVallabout  (now  the  Xavy-Yardy 
Sarah  Bapalje,  the  earliest  born  in  Xew  Xetherland  of  European  parents, 
limt  saw  the  light  of  life.  Some  \vent  u}>  the  Connecticut  Biver  and 
built  Fort  Good  llo|>e,  just  below  the  site  of  Hartford  : others  planted 
themselves  at  Esopus,  in  Flster  County,  X.  \ .,aud  on  the  site  ot 
Albany  ; and  four  young;  married  couples  went  to  the  Helaware  and 
bi'gj’u  a settlement  on  the  Xew  Jersey  side  of  that  stivam,  a few  miles 
below  Phi]adel})hia.  Xew'  Xetherkind  was  constituted  a county  of 
Holland,  its  official  seal  liearing  the  figure  of  a beaver  wnth  the  coronet 
nf  a count  for  its  crest. 

Mheii  the  Are’  S^thr eland  returiUMl  to  the  Texel  with  furs  valued  at 
ov(M’  si 0,000^  find  her  commamh'r  reported  the  colonists  in  goo<l  heai’t 
and  prosperous,  there  w*as  as  much  excitement  as  w'as  ])ossible  in  tlu^ 
>taid  Hutch  towns  in  lU)lland.  Peoph'  longisl  to  go  to  the  ]>!ctured 
p;i r;idis(‘.  The  members  (>f  tlu' AVi'st  India  (’ompany  W(U‘e  dt‘iiehted. 

1 hi ‘v  commissioned  ihder  Minuit,  one  of  their  number,  lii’st  Director 
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or  governor  ; sent  otlier  ships  with  einigrnnts,  stock,  ami  agriciilturcl 
iiii[)lements  " and  wlien  the  new  governoi'  arrived,  in  lie  opened 

negotiations  with  the  barbarians  for  the  purchase  of  ^Manhattan  Island. 
It  contained,  it  was  (‘Stimated,  a,l)out  twenty-two  thonsand  aci'es  of 
land,  and  it  was  l)onght  for  tlie  sum  of  twenty-four  dollars,  which  was 
paid  in  cheap  trinkets,  iin})lements  of  husbandry,  and  wea])ons.  Ikich 
party  was  satisfied,  for  each  felt  it  had  made  a good  bargain. 

When  the  purchase  was  completed,  an  engineer  staked  out  the  lines 
of  a fort  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  island,  near  the  site  of  the 
modern  ‘‘  Battery.’’  The  s})ecitication  called  for  a work  “ faced  with 
stone,  having  four  angles,”  lyv  which  tlie  Bay  in  fi*ont  and  the  Hudson 
and  East  rivers  on  its  flanks  might  be  commande<l  by  cannon.  The 
fort,  whicli  was  nothing  more  than  a stomg  I'edoiibt  surrounded  by 
cedar  ])a)isades,  was  finislied  the  m^xt  year,  and  W'as  named  Fort 
Amsterdam.  Each  settler  protectiMl  by  it  owned  the  house  he  lived  in, 
kept  a cow,  tilled  tlie  land,  and  traded  wnth  the  Indians.  There  were 
no  idle  ])ersons.  The  traders  delivei-ed  all  tlnar  furs  at  the  trading- 
house  of  the  company  (a  large  stone  building  thatched  witli  reeds), 
and  the  year  when  the  fort  was  coinpkdtal  furs  ^\'el■c  sent  to  Holland 
valued  at  almost  tw'enty  thousand  dollars.  As  yot  tliere  was  neither  a 
clergyman  nor  a schoolmaster  in  the  c(dony,  but  there  Avere  two 
appointed  “ consolers  of  the  sick,"  whose  duty  it  Avas  to  read  the  Script- 
ures and  the  creeds  to  the  peopl(‘  on  Sundays,  who  wei*e  gathered  in  a 
larire  loft  of  a horse-mill.  A towm*  Avas  erected,  in  Avhich  Avere  hung 
Spanish  bells  captui'(-d  l)y  the  company's  HcmT  rd  IkArio  Jlico  the  year 
before — the  first  **  church-going  bolls"  heard  on  TIanhattan  Island. 

It  Avas  durim>-  the  building  of  the  foit  that  an  event  occurred  Avhich 

o 

caused  much  embarrassment  and  misery  to  the  colony  a.iter\A'ard.  \n 
Indian,  his  nephew,  and  another  barbaiian,  mcmljeis  <)f  a tribe  in 
AVestchester  County,  came  to  'Manlnittan  Avitli  beaveu’-skins  to  barter 
with  tlie  Dutch.  I'he,  fu'altm  trail  of  the  Imlians  fi-om  the  Harlem 
BiA'er  A\ni3  along  the  shores  of  the  K:ist  Biv(M*  to  Kip's  Bay,  and  then 
diA'erging  Avestwar<l  pass(Hl  by  a larg(‘  pond  Avlnn-e  the  halls  of  justic(\ 
or  The  Tombs,  now  stand.  At  that  ])ond  they  Avm-e  met  by  thr(‘e 
farm  sen'ants  <Af  the  governoi’,  who  I'oblu'd  and  mui‘d(M'(’  1 the  men  with 
the  ])eltri(‘S.  Tlu‘  boy  escaped.  This  deed  Avas  long  unknoAvn  to  the 
Dutch  authorities,  and  tin*  guilty  men  ])i’obably  escaped  ])unishni(‘nt. 
But  the  A'oimg  barbariam  vowcal  he  Avoiild  aveng<‘  the  muixhn*  of  his 
tincle.  ' It  was  done  A\  ith  fearful  nsinw  A'ears  afterward.  This  atrocious 
dtM'd  madt' tlie  surrounding  Indians,  w ho  wei'e  dispostsl  t<;  ho  iriendly 
ANUth  the  Europea  ns.  jirdous,  >u.>picious,  and  Viuigeful. 


',r ' 


r.i/:  'to  -YiUViv.ni 


f'i  ’’i  . ;.’M ‘;- ' -*1 1. r _i r* 


■|u‘" 

ivif' 


•ifurr-  /*v3^ 


ivi  I.  t:4{f0t4^'',%K i':  1 ; i"j  '.;'  f'^  r : 7 j ‘ Y/  *<  t ^0'7i*.yi 

n f, H .'?>?»/ ifV. •''i JW>>  tl'-‘ 
’•  '(ob-;  [)F«  fW'-  f/J.  >7  ' ■ V•^^v/  Jj  r,  . . .p>;t 

'•>  -‘'i,  ' .Vv  •-J'r//.  VJ-ir.ij  ■ 

•7/J:1niTr:.b  ‘Vr :!'■»■■ 'iiYi-  ;li‘-i.Irjiv ;•  ./'.v  •"'..ii;T’-rj.{»|  ■'>ili ' 'i-.vrr'// 


0' 


1»  Mifj  i'}  y iuyo.'r/' 


.,r 


tiJMO?,' 


.;?(, 


B >«*- 


yM 


( r-!.:;i‘  jrr.tH  ‘j'},*>u'I  'gi! 

. :uy)-.fy  Vy/ill 


s >vi!  -xi. -xU  lv>/wx>' 

071)7/  xix( IT  .■..;  r ,.>u  !'  'VjI/  (' xvv  J/' iu;'r1  f 7 n:  Jjf.'ul ' Hi 

--■w;f  ■;  7r'f  j - Xift  xt  f;  v'Mi'r  .‘H  tjjt'  H»:  .H*  ••/*'/;{•. I>  < ..-jinjcnr;; 


rii  :Avil-t,,  ., 


ji'U  ^:l 

(.7/  V ■ Mnif  *;) 


'■■Vv  , 

.'■  '.77  )7 


■lix,  OM' 

[vvp‘iU\m  n ' ').li  fi'Miv/  .•'•jb.v  -uM' 


' •/  ■ r;^?: 


Ixfiiilol’blii  ri  N - 

■i:, ■ '■'  X /.  ■ -■■  .xrxb -f ).■  iHt n;  fM^rl | :m/r>y/r^yi"  ' ] ii  l.n  I '-xrlfV/ 


xJj/- , 'Uift  if/tflfV'lf'nXi'')' 

|Vt?'7  , . t Vjv;/  n^.O  >X;7.lx->rT''>7  " I,'* ; 


,r,‘ni  •.! .yivnU/i.^  H'r’V/  i .-;*'/r  .^vibxifb 


'1 1; 


4 ' >■'• 


,.  j ixij  ’V'l  0iU  i)!li;  x'>7ir^'  ;'.  ■ ’ ' ' • 

^^7 /if  n-Vi!  /7.  i;U  ,!.-itJ  >;,<M  V /-.  .l?rf!r-7VXvd  IJ  .'lO  jl'd-vPjMul,  ,'.V'  ;■■■ 

i;X7..X'fi:r  .c.')d'  MiMo'l  yddm/jlnu*;) 

-i-fd  yx/. • .X  ,;, 

[■>/  li'd  ih'j-ii  [f7r7,t7;.jj  J '<m-  Yiili-v/X7id>  y n.'-''  ' I 

. /r'f'jj’f-;;.  'flvOU  .tlxr-Xt  ;,, 

fi  5^.7  ^r«?ai^foC  fid 

'*|aidt,;n  '!f Mf !r7i\'''‘t>l/.  £ ^ ']  ff  f>y\t  ,: 

■•i'f'J  jx»>‘(‘)  ^;-:ri;fi.'M  1 ‘hU.- 'V i , 1 i '.a ■ • J x* 'xlT  a\  iTifi]  - ',*^1  4'i^lf.V‘v'^  . - 
' M'jflj'  ini  - -/y;ir  7y^1MHd  V--xd  :r;j7;!%y^ 

■ .Xxii'Xlj  'to  ■'•.;!  <;if  •O'lJY.yi.i*.  7v|-  itrrrr.  ■[  i o I vV/  11 ) 

'"'.‘•ji  i )i.J  -J'jiJl  ''Xi‘77/  ! rlK*f|  ..idfft;  .)/.  / ‘/.?4Xt  » 1 


j 1 ^ XU f>‘jiHf)  i'.id  d •■*  7«h^  *xl  F .7,.  .-^^i-^dnrr  .');;J 
;x,-i:'  to  v.ffiixr/  bi|;t  .-lidl  ' ■ 


?;;} 


^ ....  . 

»- 1 j .1  i ilT  A X77 ••  V‘,4-t ; '. Vl i.‘ r/  'J i • / • i i • ,,  1 c 


K'h  ll 


il'Xiii ' 


l>  -of*-//  ; 


Hr- 


^ ■'* Fn .fit  I'; 


-H  ,j'^’i«x!*r7  Inii;,  di?< 

* V'V.''  ' .'  7'  ' - •i'l-'‘-'d  ' " ' . ’ ■-  ' .-■  ' 


OUTLINE  IIISTOIIY.  lGOD-1830. 


7 


*i  hr  little  colony  flourished,  and  the  village  which  grew  up  uuder  the 
i.rx.!4N  ting  wing  of  4he  fort  was  called  Manhattan,  which  name  it 
t,,UH  (i  until  Stuvvesant  came  in  IddT.  ddie  community  at  ^Manhattan 
i->-.mie  cosmopolitan  in  its  com})Osition,  as  Xew  York  now  is,  because 
,e  !/ii‘  fiHM'dom  enjoyed  there,  and  tinally  gave  to  the  State  and  nation 
{nre  in  whose  veins  coui'se  the  blood  of  Teuton,  Saxon,  Celt,  and 
s Their  passion  for  far-reaching  commerce  and  adventurous  enter- 

has  been  a characteristic  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^Manhattan  Island 
h-»»m  that  time  until  the  present,  through  all  their  social  and  political 
\ irissitudes. 

Within  twenty  years  after  IIudsoiTs  discovery  of  the  island  the 
|K‘ople  there  turned  their  attention  to  ship-building,  and  in  lOTl  they 
actually  completed  a ship,  named  Xew  JS^ctherland , oi  six  hundred  or 
hundred  tons,  and  sent  it  to  Holland,  It  was  |)robably  one  of 
the  greatest  merchant  vessels  then  in  the  world.  It  was  a costly 
e\pe7‘imcnt,  and  was  not  repeated  ; and  it  was  nearly  two  hundred 
u‘ars  afterward  when  the  shipwrights  of  Ylanhattan  began  to  build 
imavliant  vessels  of  such  large  proportions. 

Tlie  West  India  Compa.n}',  in  order  to  encourage  emigration  to  Xew 
Xctherland  and  increase  the  population  and  strength  of  the  colony, 
graut<‘d  to  some  of  the  directors  large  tracts  of  land,  and  invested  each 
with  the  privileges  of  a ^*lord  of  the  manor,'’  on  condition  that  he 
should,  ^vithin  a specified  time,  liave  on  his  estates  fifty  bona-fide 
M't tiers.  These  proprietors  were  called  py.troons.  One  of  the  most 
«‘Xtensive  landholders  among  these  directors  was  Killian  Van  Hens- 
solac'r,  a })earl  merchant  in  Anii;terdam,  whose  domain  lay  on  each  side 
of  the  Hudson  Kiver  at  or  near  Ali)any. 

In  th(‘  warehouse  of  the  comjiany  at  .Vmsterdam  was  a clerk  named 
^ :m  Twillei';  Avho  liad  married  Van  Kenssela(U'*s  nifme.  He  was 
5iarr< »w-minded  and  inexperienced,  Init  he  had  served  ^ an  Itensselaer 
'voll  ill  shi])ping  cattle  to  his  American  domain.  ddirough  that 
director's  influence  A^an  T wilier  was  appointed  governor  of  Xh'w 
Nolhcrland,  to  succeed  Alinuit.  He  was  a sleek,  rotund,  bullet-headed 
Ihitchmaii,  who  loved  ease  of  mind  and  l)ody  ; wasduill  of  intellect,  yet 
"hrewd  and  cunning  ; alwavs  courageous  where  tlnu'c  was  ]io  danger. 
•Old  undecided  and  wavering.  He  came  to  Aew  .Vmsterdam  in 
•cnl  ^v'as  a dead  weigh.t  upon  the  pros[H'rity  of  tlie  colony  tor  lour 
>‘‘-ars  ; yet  it  flourisluMl  in  spite  of  him.  AVith  him  canie  Kvinurdus 
k''uanlus,  the  first  clergvnuin  who  aj)pi‘nr(Hl  in  the  colony  ; also  a 
« 'lnias((w. 

k'luardus  was  an  ablw  (‘arnest.  and  bold  man. 
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mission,  bo  did  not  liesitate  to  reprove  Van  Twilbn*  for  his  sliort- 
coiiiin^'s  ill  his  ollicial,  moral,  and  reliii-ioas  duties.  On  one  occasion  he 
called  liim  a child  of  the  devil  " to  his  face,  and  told  him  that  if  he 
did  nob  behave  himself  he  would  ''give  him  such  a shake  from  the 
])ul|)it'’  the  next  kSimday  as  would  make  him  tremble  like  a bowl  of 
jelly.  Akin  T wilier  lost  the  respect  of  all  the  citizens,  and  was  recalled. 
This  was  a severe  disap|iointment  to  him,  for  he  had  dreamed  of  liviim- 
in  ease  and  dying  in  Xew  Xetlierland.  lie  had  bought  Xutten  Island, 
in  tlie  Iiarbor,  and  there  he  proposed  to  retire  when  the  cares  of 
government  sliould  become  too  burdensome  for  him,  and  vegetate  in 
luxurious  comfort.  That  little  domain  has  been  known  as  " Governor's 
Island  ” ever  since. 

A'an  T wilier  was  succeeded  by  'William  Keift,  an  energetic,  rapacious, 
and  unscrupulous  man,  who  brought  serious  trouble  upon  the  colon v. 
lie  endeavored  to  concentrate  all  ]'>ower  in  his  own  hands,  and  began  a 
tyrannous  rule.  A small  colony  of  Swedes  had  settled  on  the  Dele- 
ware.  AVith  these  Keift  Cjuarrelled.  He  incuri’ed  the  enmity  of  the 
English  on  the  Connecticut,  and  of  the  Indians  all  around.  Under  a' 
dimsy  pretence  he  sent  an  armed  foi’ce  to  attack'  the  Karitan  Indians 
in  Xew  Jersev.  Maiiv  of  them  were  killed,  v^avee-e  vengeance  did 
not  slumber  long.  The  Ilaritans  ravaged  outlying  ])lantations  and 
murdered  their  occupants.  Keift  prepared  for  war.  The  colonists, 
alarmed,  boldly  opposed  him.  They  held  hijn  responsible  for  their 
troubles.  Hitherto  they  had  lived  ])eaceal)ly  with  their  barbarian 
neighbors  ; now  these  were  all  hostile.  Keift  yielded  to  popular 
clamor  for  the  moment.  He  requested  the  inhabitants  to  choose 
twelve  men,  heads  of  families,  with  whom  he  might  consult  on  public 
affairs.  It  was  done,  and  this  vras  the  germ  of  re[)resentative  govern- 
ment in  the  State  of  Xew  h oik.  Tlie  Twelve  not  only  i’cIuslhI  to 
sanction  Kieift's  war  schemes,  but  took  cognizance  of  public  grievances, 
when  he  dismissed  them. 

Some  Kiver  Indians  fled  before  the  fiery  hlohawks  and  took  rtduge 
with  the  Hackensacks  at  Hoboken.  Iveift,  burning  with  a crud  desire 
to  '•  chastise  savages,'’  sent  over  a body  of  armed  men  at  midnight  in 
February,  lbI3,  who  fell  upon  the  sleejiing  fugitives  and  before  tlie 
dawn  massacred  a hundred  men,  women,  and  children,  and  returned  to 
X^ew  Amsteolam  with  the  heads  of  sevinul  of  the  slain.  Hy  tiiis 
savage  act  the  fierce  hatreil  and  thirst  for  veng('ance  *>f  all  the  surround- 
ing barbarians  were  aroused.  A fuilous  wai’  was  kindled.  \'il!ages 
and  farms  ^ver(MU'solated,  ami  wliit('  ])eopl(‘  wei'e  bute!i('re<l  wlu'i'ewr 
tlie  Indians  found  them.  For  two  years  tii(‘  colony  of  >Tew  X'etherland 
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\v.t>  tlin-jitenod  with  destniction.  Tlic  war  finally  ceased.  Tlie  ])oople 
t iaaioi-v'd  for  the  recall  of  the  governor,  and  lie  was  summoned  to 
If, Hand,  lie  perished  1)V  shijiwreck  while  on  his  way  with  a large 
furnine,  and  was  succeeded  hy  Peter  Stuyvesant  in  late  governor 

i.f  ('uranni,  a soldier  of  eminence,  and  possessed  of  every  requisite  for 
an  rllicient  administration  of  government.'^ 

Stuyvesaiit  was  too  frank  and  bold  to  conceal  his  opinions  and  inten- 
5 lulls.  At  the  very  outset  lie  frowned  at  every  exp)ression  of  republi- 
can sentiment,  defended  Kent's  rejection  of  the  interference  of  the 
'bwelve,  and  plainly  told  the  people,  **  If  any  one  during  my  adniinis- 
untion  shall  apjieal,  I will  make  him  a foot  shorter  and  send  the  pieces 
lo  Holland,  and  let  liim  appeal  in  that  way.  ...  It  is  treason  to 
petition  against  one's  magistrate,  whether  there  be  cause  or  not.” 
Wiiii  such  despotic  sentiments  Stuyvesaiit  began  his  iron  rule.  He 
was  a tyrant  ; yet  lionesty  and  wisdom  marked  all  iiis  acts.  He  set 
ahout  refoiTiis  with  vigor.  The  morals  of  the  people,  the  sale  of 
inloxicating  liquors  to  the  Indians,  tlie  support  of  religion,  and  the 
regulation  of  trade  received  his  immediate  attention,  and  he  imparted 
much  of  his  own  energy  to  the  citizens.  Enterprise  took  the  place  of 
s’uggisimess.  Ho  treated  the  Indians  so  kindly,  and  so  soon  won  their 
rt‘s[X'ct  and  friendship,  tliat  the  foolish  story  tvent  abroad  that  he  was 
forming  an  alliance  with  the  savages  to  exterminate  the  English  at  the 

O O O 

< ‘a St  ward. 

Stuyvesaiit  found  the  finances  of  the  colony  in  siuli  a wretched  con- 
dition that  taxation  was  necessary.  For  two  centuries  a political 
maxim  of  Holland  had  been,  ‘‘  Taxation  without  representation  is 
t\  runny'’ — a postulate  co})ied  by  our  patriots  when  they  began  tlie  old 
war  for  independence.  Stuyvesaiit  dared  not  disregard  this  great  prin- 
*‘ipie,  for  it  would  oiTend  Ids  masters  the  States-General,  so  lie  called  a 
meeting  of  citizens  and  directed  them  to  choose  eighteen  of  their  best 
uien,  nf  wliom  he  might  select  nine  as  representatives  of  the  taxpayer, 
wiio  should  form  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  local  government.  He 
w;is  careful  to  hedge  this  popular  council  about  with  restrictions.  The 

* r*  for  Stuyvesaiit  ivas  the  last  Dutch  governor  of  New  Netherland.  Ho  was  born  in 
H ‘ii  in-l  in  l(;o-2,  and  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  (fonuerly  New  Amsterdam)  in  August, 
b Syryin^:;  as  a soldier  in  the  West  Indies,  he  became  *.iovernor  of  Cuvacoa.  He 
•u  a li'g  in  battle.  RetTirniii"  to  Holland,  he  was  sent  to  New  NethL-rlaiu)  as  First 
‘ ,:tor  or  (rovernor,  in  1047,  'uhere  he  ruled  tyrannically  but  rijuhteously  until 

• n the  province  was  taken  possession  of  l.*y  the  English.  After  that  event  he  went  to 

• iod  t(»  report  in  person  the  misfortunes  of  the  colony.  Here-turned  to  Ne^^•  \ork, 

• el-'d  on  his  farm,  which  lay  alonq  the  East  River  on  lilauhattiin  T-^land.  llis  wife 
‘ ' aliOi  Rayanl,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons.  Ho  was  di^^uilied,  honest,  and  brave. 


’5: 

i.  -■  ■‘/r'  W T-r'.'- ,:',  ' 'j  "■' 


« 


lU. 


■n.  -': 


f'uof  ^vjcmJo' 


'vmv  , .: rrr:-.. .4;  pipw  ,.  ; - 

;;j.»j^(nl  fli'tv.  ;‘r.v',  ^<  •'■  ■MT'iiiii'’  :h'i  i";n;f|-i,i,.  vd  ■ i j-,;-^;'r;Vr  ■•?  .un,.,.w||  ' 

■ !.m>.^.,>j;'.;:^  >iAp;p>r)  Aif  ' yyiif'Vrrrr^ 


M.-:! 

•:77;«'yrqz' 

i.  ■:!'.  7 ,■{':  y ' 

-7y^m>y  ■ 

•■■’■:7  7f|j  ; 

/.  ..rfs-h' 

V-7;/ 

ii!;yi 

x'j.ifk  ■ 

'71  !■  "m\ 

-'-M'iyyn  'x'ji'  ' 

j':7d 

■/7>i  ''  7i5”W0nif0?:..  iU7s 

.j0ja; 

7kf" 

•';}l!v'0f0  •■■ 

■’"^  • ! 

■'  •'■  : ] 

,'7 

t i,<M 

'Sri  'Wj';'-..»j '. '.  - 

■ - f.  ;:1!|1  •■;V;  fy7 

!7{I1#1'  , 

mrrnyid: 

(7;  tv  -lini 

X > 

n:  ' : , ' . 

'vyyy;7' 

( 

.■■1 'it.i- 

o::j1t  0i  JtX'.j 

YpV.lldi'iJ'’ 

.1 

r.jl 

'kd:/;!;  '<w 

■!'‘vtlt7"!::.i 

u‘l.  i ' 

-k.  . i 

. : i ' 

7'  oXl ;...'0Ka7ij  ,1': 

'i/7jn'yi  >d;i  ■ 

- y 

‘^jOt'j'X!,.  :: 

'k::  ll^; 

■:,v.  ■•']> 

•-'  t ' 

X uiM 

f.)'  ' i'f  !.'f 

;; 

>/7  ■;  ;r,  i 

7'/j  y-  7,i.ai: 

.'.*!■  i/>7q  ' 

•■!dr  'ta 

'sa 

:y;<'r^<VfX  ' 

.■ifVi? 

U-v;7V.':',h 

7 Vi  ]'7.yu. 

'OTJX'dii.i 

, d 

i’^7‘77 

;.'i#'H7...  !jj 

'J 

lir 

01!  f Ol 

:o0pk  v-r 

! 7,7 /ntfl». 

• •V.-; .!'■:•  ■ ,'  ' ; l!;r 

d'l' 

;'r>ti<; ' 

'TjL 

iliO0r7'!/  o'iil' 

k-3/:  .7 

,y»bydJ  Ty^  i 

■■'  »;■■*■  u;n7’)-t 

.|p':^')iil!('p^  ;vlo<'  f r-p!,  d -uvit 

i .i:->Vd,a^.yj>P5>p»  -fv''.'  dril>n!.i  r--;  Kr(';ii^T  c- ' r: --‘d-. 

;ti.Mi  bitm'U:.  /i;nik>(.4  -uij  pufi  TiF',  ■■rAi-'n 

rj.1 ' J ‘..*1:  f,, I,JL^  tj<  ',,/iij,  li^i;</  ';^>lf 


rv> di'yr/rjvdWfesft^  ~^,.'^i^■;  ' (h  ,*fiOh'>'i 

Ur:)U(U,M.  ,s  ■■^dt‘r^,J,fe')  pA/‘l-  ,V;Hr.^^;-‘:-> . il  ;;j; ,/'  i!r>i;nXi;f 

ii/ifJjjf- ' ' 'X  : r jwoiU'h/  .11-/ (f  ^ 'if  i ifK!k>i'I  ki 

k^ ‘ '"'U'.; ' /'  j -yrji ! s;j ff.kvrh ''-p' „ ■ ■ 
U i ; 1 !i'l'  ■ >' ? : • 1, i i ( V "ff l^‘^7  7-'  17^^  7. 

. x''\vdi( 'k^+'PA  :T'x'f,^'  ■;'-  77 

' '>'i  7 'k  Kj  Hv.‘:,,;di7;f‘>  t)-  o-ly  f>J  '.tii'ik^  kotO^^Yff)  f>;7.'.  ^77  \i!>  • > ',jit'  > f^tr.i 


■ri,7y  ' "I  ,,.'  '■tj.’  io  ^7yil>;},,^7(ff^i7  7'ii'77fi:  t0‘ji77 P ;>/%..•  tui  k« i ■ > XT' -4?t  ■|- 

'•^1  .?<'•  •m'J'X/^'^V  f.  'M/  io  J')VT:M(i  'd.f|/!{l7‘'.>  ' »-'  •.,%•  '‘ITW?!-.  ' fteiJ®:  •'  • * 

,;;^rF  Ji70>k>7  iii.  ' 

i ' J ;■  'J  .i  '^-  '71  T-<JUJ  iV  "f-i-ovo;,  }r,7  >.  7 ^•iiVir.  4x’f»:'  ./;i:'vX  •'  ■’  's  . 

■ / ; :r/.‘  .’t'Viiuf /.  ••/>:  X' vIhVtij'-- ’k  •'•...•7  7/,;//?  7»:.;»  ;dx  «’  • '^  I^»''i  lOJ.  . '-»1  ■•'<  ' /k  .t> 


t -V  ' ‘ wjii'f  .di- 71''  - k‘-:iiSK7, 


-.75 


if  ,Tyi:«  f 'olT ' 


^ u.  'k/fl  al  Ji-im'f  :.d-  i^erji  7i''  f nl  ^ 

t4 ',  i'v  -'i  *. ' ^ -',  ■'■••-  '’  ‘7 

•,.4'toY  'Vi/i'  <g^Tj^*r’;r}M-T  -^r^r^-.a  ;m '.v-*.  j j-ii-  J 'v 

^fr]^:x^:diy  ,►;  . ■’j.':.';,.;  ^ ■' ’dX  "’'.-.d  v>’'  f:  .*«  7 y ■,.••  y.^ 

yd^_'.r,^iy7:Tii  flk/r  "dll'  o'l^j  //iU  i4Jii’*'^'‘-‘'‘'*‘ 


,\y:;'.:  : ; ■ 


10 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


fii*st  nine  selected  wei'(‘  to  choose  tlieii*  siiccessf)i's,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
people  having  a direct  voice  in  public  alFaiivs.  Hut  the  Nine  proved  to 
be  more  potent  than  the  Twelve.  They  nourished  the  prolitic  seed  of 
democracy,  and  gave  Stuyvesant  much  uneasiness. 

The  inhabitants  of  Manhattan  asked  the  States-Oenei’al  for  a miini- 
ci})al  government.  It  was  granted  in  IbeO,  inuier  the  corporate  title  of 
Mew  Amsterdam.  Its  government  was  modelled  after  that  of  old 
Amsterdam,  but  with  somewhat  less  political  freedom  in  its  feature.^ 
The  soul  of  Stuyvesant  was  troubled  by  this  imprudent  trusting  of 
])Ower  with  the  people.'’  The  burghers  wished  for  more  power,  but  it 
could  not  then  be  obtained.  A silver  seal  was  given  to  the  authorities 
of  the  new  city,  and  a painted  coat-of-arms  was  sent  to  them. 

A new  trouble  disturl>ed  Stuyvesant.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  vear 
Avhen  Xew  Amsterdam  was  incor[)orated,  a convention  of  nineteen 
delegates,  chosen  by  the  peo])le  of  eight  villages  or  communities,  assem- 
bled at  the  town-hall  in  the  city,  ostensibly  to  take  measures  against  the 
depredations  of  savages  and  pirates.  The  governor  tried  to  control 
their  action,  but  failed.  AVhen  they  adjourned  they  invited  the 
governor  to  ]iartakc  of  a collation  with  them.  Of  course  he  would  not 
so  sanction  their  ])roceedings,  and  refused,  Avlieu  tliey  plainly  told  him 
he  might  do  as  he  pleased  ; they  should  hold  another  convention  soon, 
and  he  might  prevent  it  if  he  could.  Stuyvesant  stormed  and  threat- 
ened these  incipient  rebels,  but  prudently  yielded  and  issued  a call  for 
another  convention,  and  so  gave  legality  to  tlie  measure.  Tliey  met 
on  December  lt»,  1H53.  IMany  English  jieople  wei*e  now  settled  among 
the  Dutch,  and  had  inteianarried  Avitii  tiiem,  and  of  the  nineteen  dele- 
gates chosen  ten  were  of  Dutch  and  nine  of  ErigTish  nativity.  This 
was  the  tir.st  real  representative  government  in  the  great  State  of  Xew 
York,  now  an  en\])ii‘e  with  a ipo^nilatLon  of  over  five  milii<ins, 

Xow  and  here  Avas  fought  the  first  battle  between  deiiiocracv  and 
despotism  on  the  soil  of  Xew  York.  The  coJivention  ad(.»pted  a I’emon- 
strance  to  the  States-General  against  the  tvi'annous  rule  of  the  gov- 
ernor, and  sent  it  to  him,  with  a demand  for  a categorical  answer  to 
each  of  the  several  counts.  He  met  it  witli  his  usual  jiluck.  He 
denied  their  authority.  He  Idustered  and  threatened.  They  told  him 
plainly  that  if  he  refused  to  conpdy  with  their  (hunaiid  they  would 
appeal  to  the  States-General.  At  this  threat,  utteretl  l>y  the  li|)s  of  a 
Ixld  messenger — Heeckman,  of  Hrooklyn — the  governor  took  fire,  and 
seizing  his  cane  ordered  him  to  leave  his  ]>resence.  TIk'  ambassa«lor 
foliled  his  arms  and  silently  defied  the  wrath  of  Stuyvi'sant.  AVlum 
his  anger  cooled  he  asked  Heeckman  to  pardon  his  su<lden  ebullition  of 
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lull  lie  ordered  the  eonveiitlon  to  disperse  instantly.  They 
ti -i  !i(>sik-h  thing,  blit  executed  their  threat  by  sending  an  advocate 
!o  ilohcnii  with  a list  of  their  grievances,  and  aslced  for  redress.  So 
jvj.Ml.licanisni,  like  any  other  truth,  has  remarkable  vitality,  and  is 
t.j^t*“red  by  persecution.  It  never  receded  from  the  ])osition  it  assumed 
m New  Amsterdam  at  Christmas,  lb5e. 

,'^tuyvesant  was  a faitiiful  servant  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company, 
wau-iiing  and  defending  its  interests  at  all  points.  The  Swedes  on  the 
Delaware  liecame  aggressive  ; lie  made  war  upon  them,  compiered 
them,  and  as  did  Alfred  of  England  Avitli  the  Danes,  he  absorbed  them 
p<»htically,  and  they  became  loyal  subjects  of  the  Dutch.  This  accom- 
plished, the  long  peace  with  the  Indians  Avas  suddenly  broken  by  the 
miinler  of  a .scpiaw  by  a citizen  of  Xew'  Amsterdam,  wdo  detected  her 
.stealing  his  peaches.  The  fury  of  her  tribe  w'as  fiercely  kindled, 
ilefori*  daylireak  one  morning,  aliout  two  tliousaiid  llivei’  Indians 
a t'pea red  before  Aew  Amsterdam  in  sixty  canoes.  They  landed,  and 
^earchell  for*  the  murderer  of  the  squaw.  Stuyvesant  summoned  theii’ 
lea.ders  to  a conference  at  the  fort.  They  were  promised  justice,  and 
agreed  to  leave  the  islamh  They  did  not,  and  at  midnight  they 
invad(Ml  the  city  and  shot  the  murderer,  wdiom  they  knew.  The  ])eople 
ll*‘w  to  arms  and  drove  the  barbarians  from  the  city.  The  Indians 
ci’osseil  the  surrounding  watei’s  and  ravaged  Xew  Jersey  and  Staten 
Island.  Within  three  days  a hundred  white  inhabitants  were  killed, 
liity  were  made  captive,  and  three  hundred  estates  Avere  utterly 
desolated  by  the  dusky  foe.  Stuyvesant  finally  restored  order, 
an«l  lluni  issued  a ])roclamation  directing  those  Avho  lived  in  secliKhnl 
places  in  the  country  to  gather  themselves  into  villages  for  mutual 
d(‘f(Mice. 

An(»t]ier  and  more  serious  crisis  for  New  Amstei’dam  and  New 
.Nh'theiianil  came.  The  Ihitish  always  claimed  the  Avliole  territory  of 
Nh‘W  Netherland  as  their  OAvn.  The  British  monarch  granted  tin' 
<h'main  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Yoi'k.  InBidI  the  duke  sent  ships 
< J war  and  troops  to  take  jiossession.  The  ])eople  of  New  Amsterdam 
wrr;‘  (juite  Avilling  to  exchange  Dutch  rule  for  ''  English  liberty,"  and 
eonns(dl('d  submission  Avhen  the  armament  appeared.  StuAwesant  field 
'>ut.  but  Avas  finally  conqielled  to  yield.  The  English  took  posse.ssion. 
1 he  name  of  the  fort  Avas  changed  from  Amsterdam  to  James,  and  tlu‘ 
name  of  the  citv  and  province  were  chang(al  to  NeAv  J Orlc.  The  city 
w;is  h<dd  temporailly  by  the  Dutch  awiiile  aftenvard,  avIkui  Nmv 
^•'BMulaad  Ir'came  a piaananent  English  possi'ssion.  But  tlu'  jx'ople 
■’''<‘n  iuund  ‘‘  English  liberty'*  not  so  easy  to  bear  as  Dutch  tyranny," 
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for  their  new  nuisters  taxed  them  almost  without  stint.  Yet  they 
})rospered,  and  were  comparatively  happy. 

Iie])id)licanism  grew  ajiace  in  the  city  and  }>rovince  of  Xew  Yoi*k. 
Many  of  that  faith  had  fled  from  persecution  to  America,  and  inocu- 
lated the  people  here  with  its  doctrines.  The  pei^pie  of  Yew  York 
clamored  for  a representative  government,  and  in  lOST — about  thirty 
years  after  the  Dutch  of  the  same  city  made  a similar  demand — their 
request  was  granted.  Governor  Dongan,  an  enlightened  Iconian 
Catholic,  favored  their  wishes,  and  on  the  17th  of  October,  IbSS,  was 
established  tlie  first  General  Assemlily  of  trie  Province  of  Yew  York, 
Vv’hich  sat  three  weeks  and  ]>assed  fourteen  acts  which  became  laws. 
The  first  of  these  vras  entitled  The  Charter  of  Liberties  and  Privileges 
granted  l>y  his  Poyal  Iligliness  to  tlie  inhaliitants  of  Xew  York  and  its 
Dependencies,'’  It  was  ratilied  by  the  duke.  The  day  of  that  assein- 
])ling  is  a inemorcfole  one  in  the  history  of  A'ew  York. 

Before  we  jiroceed  further,  let  us  take  a brief  glance  at  the  social 
condition  of  Isew  York  before  its  surrender  to  the  English.  At  that 
time  it  contained  about  three  hundred  houses  and  about  fifteen 
hundred  inhalhtaiits.  The  city  was  then  one  of  consideralile  ^vealtli, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  enjoying  the  comforts  which  riches 
bring.  But  riches  is  a thing  of  relative  estimate.  A citizen  then 
worth  a thousand  dollars  was  esteemed  a rich  man.  At  fhyt  theii* 
Iiouses  Avere  of  logs,  the  roofs  thatched  Avith  reeds  and  strawy  the 
chimneys  made  of  Avood,  and  the  light  of  tlie  Avind(A\vs  entered  through 
oiled  paper.  Their  tables  Avere  made  of  rough  planks  ; their  plattei^s 
Avere  of  Avood  or  peAA'ter  ; the  spoons  of  tlie  same  ; and  car]>ets  Avere 
unknoAvn  until  the  time  of  the  reA'olution  in  IfsS.  Finally  the  unsafe 
thatched  roofs  and  A\moden  chimneys  gaA’e  ])lace  to  tiles  and  shingles 
and  brick.  The  better  houses  Avere  built  of  bi*ick  im])orted  from 
Holland  until  some  enterprising  citizens  established  a brickyard  on  the 
island  during  the  administration  of  StuvA’csant, 

EAmry  house  was  surrounded  Avith  a garden,  in  Avhich  cabbage  Avas 
the  chief  A'egetable  cultiA'atetl,  and  tulips  the  ])rincipal  iloAA'ers,  Gooil 
Jiorses  Avere  rare  until  they  began  to  ini]>ort  them  from  XeAv  England, 
but  their  coaa's  and  sAvine  Avere  generally  of  excellent  (juality.  There 
Avere  no  carriages  until  after  the  reA'oiution,  and  the  fimt  hackney 
coach  AAUis  inti’oduced  into  the  city  of  Xcav  York  in  Jf'.Mh  It  is  said 
that  tlie  first  carpet — a big  Turkey  rug — scam  in  the  city  belonged  to 
Sarah  Oort,  the  Avife  of  the  famous  Captain  Kidd.  The  clean  flooi-s 
AVt'in  daily  strcAvn  Avith  Avhite  bc'ac h-sainl  Avroiiylit  into  artistic  fonns 
by  the  skilful  motion  c^f  the  broom.  Huge  oaken  clu'sts  tilled  Avitii 
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L hoi-i  linrn  were  seen  in  a corner  of  a room  in  every  houst\  an«i  .u 
. conu'!’  a^triangiilar  cupboard  witli  a glass  door,  in  whirli 

c’jM-d  >l!ining  ])ewter  or  other  ])lates.  As  Avealtli  iiicrensed  a b*\\ 
i .^d  china  t('a-s(‘ts,  and  solid  silver  tankards,  puncli-bowls,  ])0]*]‘inLrer>. 
.i*;d  1. idles.  Tea  had  only  lately  found  its  way  to  A^'ew  York  wlu'u  ihc 
r.-\n!utiou  of  IbSS  occurred. 

Clocks  and  watches  were  almost  unknown,  and  time  was  measnrial 
bv  .sim-dials  and  hour-glasses.  The  habits  of  the  people  were  so  regular 
dial  tluw  di<l  not  need  clocks  and  watches.  At  nine  o’clock  they  all 
Slid  tlndr  prayers  and  went  to  bed.  They  arose  at  cock-crowing,  and 
bn -a  k t asted  before  sunrise.  Dinner-parties  Avere  imlviiown,  but  tea- 
pai'tics  were  frequent.  These  ended,  the  participants  went  home  in 
time  to  attend  to  the  milking  of  the  coaa's.  In  every  house  av(uv 
Spinning-wheels,  and  it  Avas  the  pride  of  every  family  to  have  an  ainpk* 
r^upjily  of  home-made  linen  and  AAmollen  cloth.  The  Avomen  s]mn  and 
Avnvc,  and  Averc  steadily  employed.  AYbody  aauis  idle.  AYliody  was 
.anxious  to  get  rich,  Avhile  all  practised  thrift  and  frugality.  Ilooivs 
wc!-c  rare  luxuries,  and  in  most  houses  the  Bible  and  Prayer-book 
constituted  tlu'  stock  of  literature.  The  Aveekly  discourses  of  the 
clcrvyunm  satisfied  their  intellectual  AAmnts,  AAdiile  their  oAvn  hands, 
mdusi  riously  employed,  furnished  all  their  physical  necessities.  Knit- 
tuiir  aiul  spinning  held  the  place  of  Avhist  and  music  in  these  degener- 
ate days,”  and  ntiUty  Avas  as  plainly  stamped  upon  all  their  labors  and 
pica.vui’cs  as  is  the  maker’s  name  on  our  sih'er  spoons.  These  Aven*  the 
“ good  old  days”  of  simplicity,  comparatiAx  innocetice,  and  j^ositive 
ignojunce,  Avhen  the  ‘’commonalty”  no  more  suspected  the  earth  of 
the  cajHu*  of  turning  oA'er  like  a ball  of  yarn  every  day  than  Stuyvt'.sant 
did  the  Ihiritans  of  candor  and  honesty. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


HE  Duke  of  York  became  King  of  England  as  James  II.  in  16S5. 


As  1-dng  he  refused  to  confirm  the  *'■  Charter  of  Liberties”  wliicli, 
as  duke,  lie  had  granted  to  the  inliabitants  of  A^ew  York.  He  ordered 
a (hrect  tax,  forbade  the  use  of  a printing-press  in  the  province,  and 
filled  the  public  offices  witli  Roman  Catholics,  whose  faith  he  had 
embraced  and  avowed.  The  liljeral  and  just  Governor  Dongan  stood 
by  the  peo})le  as  long  as  he  could,  but  in  the  spring  of  lOSS  he  was 
ordered  to  surrender  the  government  of  ISew  York  into  the  hands  of 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  a su])[)le  tool  of  the  king,  who  had  a viceregud 
commission  to  rule  that  province  and  all  A’e\v  England.  Amlros  was 
received  in  A’ew  York  by  Colonel  Bayard's  regiment  ; and  in  the  midst 
of  rejoicings  among  the  royalists — the  aristocracy — because  of  his 
arrival,  news  came  that  James’s  C[ueen  had  given  birth  to  a son  and 
heir  to  liis  throne.  The  event  was  celel)}*ated  that  eveninti:  bv  a 
bancpiet  at  the  City  Hall,  while  bonfires  blazed  in  the  streets.  At  the 
festive  table  Mayor  A"an  Cortlandt  became  hilarious,  and  testified  his 
loyalty  and  joy  l)y  making  a burnt  sacriiice  of  his  hat  and  periAvig, 
waving  the  blazing  offerings  over  the  bam|uet-table  on  the  point  of  his 
straight  sword. 

Repubricanism  had  grown  apace  in  Yew  ’lYi'k,  and  there  was  great 
disappointment  among  the  Protestant  republicans  ; for  in  case  of  failure 
of  an  heir  on  the  j)art  of  Iving  James,  his  daughter  f\lary,  Avho  had 
married  tlic  Protestant  Prince  AVilliain  of  Orangtg  Avould  be  his  suc- 
cessor. Their  disappointment  was  soon  tui’Jied  to  joy  when  news  came 
that  James  had  been  driven  from  th(‘  throne,  was  an  exile  in  France, 
and  AVilliam  and  iMary  were  joint  monarchs  of  England.  The  people 
seized  Port  James,  at  th.e  foot  of  Ifroadway.  Their  leader  Avas  Jacob 
iA^isler,'^  a popular  and  leading  shipping  merchant,  Avho  had  come  to 

* Jacob  I-Gisler  ^vas  a native  of  Frankfort,  in  (Germany.  Tie  came  to  .Vmerica  in  lare, 
resided  awhile  in  Albany,  New  York,  when  he  became  a niCTcluuit  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  AVhile  on  a voyage  to  Enrope  in  KITS,  he,  with  sev<;ral  otiiors,  were  made 
l»risoners  l>y  Turks,  and  paid  a hi'^h  price  [>>r  tlu  iv  ivoisom.  He  t iitcrod  lif*‘ 

under  Governor  Domran.  and  us  a luilitarv  leader  lie  was  at  the  head  of  an  in^^urre•c. 
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.\t‘W  Amsterdam  a soldier  in  the  service  of  tlie  ^\"est  India  Company, 
and  was  ca])tain  of  one  of  tlie  militia  comj)anies  of  the  city,  lie  was  a 
warm  friend  of  AYilliam  of  Orange  and  an  ardent  republican.  The 
aristocratic  party  of  Xew  York,  led  by  l\Iayor  \"an  Cortlandt,  Colonel 
Uavard,  and  other  members  of  the  council,  hated  Leisler  because  of  his 
political  principles,  and  when,  obedient  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo})le,  he 
assumed  tlie  functions  of  governor  of  the  province  in  tiie  absence  of  a 
representative  of  royal  authority,  they  were  enraged  liy  this  democratic 
movement,  led  by  ‘‘  an  insolent  jdebeian  and  foreigner. " They  resolved 
on  his  destruction  ; and  when  a royal  governor  (Sloughter)  came,  they 
jH'ocured  Leisler's  arrest  on  a charge  of  treason.  lie  was  imiairly  tried 
and  condemned.  The  governor  hesitated  to  sign  his  death-warrant 
before  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereigns  should  be  known.  Slougliter  was 
jiiade  drunk  at  a feast,  and  in  tliat  condition  Avas  induced  to  sign  the 
fatal  document.  Before  he  was  solier,  Leisler  and  his  son-in-laAV,  Jacob 
.Milborne,  Avere  hanged.  Ills  enemies  thought  they  had  crushed 
democracy  in  Xcav  York.  SAvift  disajipointment  oATitook  them.  The 
Karl  of  Belloniont  came  as  gOA'ernor,  and  under  orders  from  tlie  Privy 
(’ouncil  and  his  king  he  gladly  aided  in  reversing  the  attainder  of 
Leisler  and  procuring  the  restoration  of  the  A'ictim's  conliscated 
pi'operty  to  his  children.  The  tables  Avero  noAv  turned.  Democracy 
obtained  a sti'onger  foothold  in  Xcav  York  than  CA'er.  Pnder  the  A'ery 
law  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  Leisler  to  trial  for  treason, 
(Lionel  Bayard,  its  chief  promoter,  Avas  tried  for  the  same  offence, 
found  o'uilty,  and  sa\'ed  from  the  gralloAvs  only  by  the  death  of  Bello- 
mont  and  the  accession  of  Edward  Hyde,  a pi*ofligate  man  and  a bitter 
rneniy  of  re|niblicanism  in  any  form,  lie  liberated  Bayanl. 

^Ve  have  noAv  come  to  a period  in  the  histoiw  of  XeAv  York  Avhcn 
the  political  and  social  forces  knoAvn  resjiectively  as  and 

Arisiorrarjf  Avere  organized  for  the  great  conflict  Avhich  resulted  in  the 
triumpli  of  tire  former  at  the  close  of  the  old  Avar  for  independence  in 
IT^-h  From  the  accession  of  GoAmrnor  I.oA’elace  in  to  that  of 

Governor  Cosby  in  17o2,  denn)cr;icy  pre\miled  in  the  General  As.sembly 
nf  Xinv  York,  and  the  royal  representatives  Avere  compelled  to  yield  to 
ih(‘  \vill  of  the  people  as  ex[)ressed  by  that  assembly. 

A new  social  element  Iiad  just  been  introduced  into  the  city  of  Xew 

tioiKiry  inoveiueut  in  the  city  of  New  York  after  the  accession  of  AVilliam  and  iMary.  He 
tissmiiAji(]  the  functions  of  <»(^vernor  of  the  colony,  but  on  the  arrival  of  a royally 
t^'overnor  he  was  arrested,  condeumed  as  a traitor,  and  lumped  on  May  IG, 
h ‘U,  with  his  son-in-law,  Milborne.  Lcishr  purchased  New  Rochi  llc  lor  the  Iluguc- 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


York  by  Governor  Hunter.  Louis  XIV.  had  caused  tiio  expulsion 
from  their  country  of  Protestant  Plienish  ikilatiiu^s,  who  besought  the 
British  Government  to  give  them  Jiomes  in  Ameifca.  It  was  done, 
and  were  appropriated  to  defray  their  expenses,  they  |)ledging 

themselves  to  produce  materials  for  the  ro}'al  navy  in  the  way  of 
reimbursement.  By  command  of  (^ueen  Anne,  tln-ee  thousand  of  the 
German  Palatines  accompanied  Governor  Hunter  to  Xew  York.  A 
considerable  number  of  them  remained  in  the  city  ; others  went  up  the 
Hudson  Piver  to  Livingston’s  manor  and  settled  the  region  known  as 
Germantown  ; others  went  to  the  ]\Iohawk  A'alley  and  founded  the 
settlement  of  the  German  Flats  ; Avhile  the  greater  ])ortion  made  homes 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  so  laid  the  foundations  of  the  German  ])opulation 
which  forms  so  laro’e  and  influential  an  element  in  the  social  fabric  of 

O 

that  commonwealth.  These  Germans  vrere  industrious  and  frugal. 
Those  Avho  remained  in  the  city  soon  built  a Lutheran  church  on 
Broadway,  on  the  site  of  the  first  Grace  Church,  near  Trinity.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  vast  German  emigration  to  America. 

In  1725  a new  element  of  ]iower  in  the  realm  of  opinion  ap|)eared  in 
Xew  Yorki  V^illiam  Bindfoi’d,"'"  who  had  set  ii])  the  lirst  ]n‘inting- 
press  in  the  province,  issued  the  first  news])a])er  ])ul>lished  in  that 
colony  in  October  of  that  year.  He  entitled  it  the  W Yorl:  ^Vceldy 
Gazette.  It  liecame  the  organ  of  the  aristocratic  ]xirty. 

"When  Governor  Hontgomerie  died,  in  1761,  Pip  Van  Ham,  the 
senior  member  of  the  council,  took  charge  of  ])uhlie  afiairs  until  the 
anival  of  Governor  Cosby  the  next  year.  The  latter  was  avaricious 
and  arbitrary  by  nature.  On  his  arrival  he  demanded  of  Van  Ham  an 
equal  share  in  that  oficer's  salary  ^vhile  acting  as  governor.  It  was 
refused,  and  C'osby  sued  him  in  the  Supreme  Court.  A majority  of 
the  judges  were  of  the  aristocratic  ]>arty,  and  gave  judgnumt  against 
Van  Ham.  The  chief  justice  (Alorrisj  decided  against  the  governor, 
and  the  latter  removed  liim  and  ])ut  James  He  I.anc«‘y  in  his  place. 
The  sympathies  of  the  ])cople  were  with  I'an  Ham.  TIkw  wanted  an 

* William  Bradford  was  a Friend  or  Quaker,  and  a printer  1>y  trade.  Ho  was  born  in 
Leicester,  F.iegand,  in  isr»9,  and  at  the  age  of  2S  years  emigrated  to  America,  landing  on 
the  spot  where  idiiladelphia  was  begun.  He  had  learned  his  trade  in  London,  and  set 
up  a press  (the  lirst)  in  Pennsylvania.  There  was  a (pmrrel  among  the  chief  religionists 
of  Pennsylvania.  Bradford  having  become  unpopular  with  the  dominant  party,  he 
removed  to  New  York,  wliere  he  introduced  printing  into  that  province  in  IH'.):!.  That 
year  he  ju'inted  the  laws  of  the  colony.  He  establi-^hcd  the  lirst  nc\\  s[)apor  in  Ne\v 
A'ork,  called  the  _Y<fc  York  (Uryflp,  in  the  fall  of  172S,  and  in  1728  he  established  a 
paper-mill  at  Fdizabfth,  N.  >T.  He  was  ])rinter  to  the  goveruiiKUit  fur  fully  liity  years, 
and  the  only  one  in  the  colony  for  thirty  years. 
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or^aiL  and  tliey  persuaded  John  Peter  Zenger,"  who  had  been  an 
;ippi*('ntiee  witli  Bradford  and  his  Imsiness  partner  for  a Avhile,  to  estab- 
lish an  o])|)Osition  newspa|)er.  He  did  so  in  Xovember,  1733,  giving  it 
the  title  of  the  ]Vew  Yorl^  WccMi/  Journal.  Van  Dam,  who  was  a 
leading  merchant,  stood  behind  Zenger  as  his  financial  supporter. 

ddiis  organ  of  the  democratic  party  made  vigorous  war  upon  tlie 
governor  and  his  political  friends,  and  finally  it  charged  him  and  them 
with  violating  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  assumption  of  tyrannical 
power,  and  the  perversion  of  their  ofneial  stations  for  selfsh  purposes. 
When  they  could  not  answer  nor  endure  these  attacks  any  longer, 
Zenger  was  arrested  on  a charge  of  li1)elling  tlie  government,  and  the 
council  ordered  his  papers  containing  these  alleged  libels  to  be  burned 
l)y  the  common  hangman. 

After  lying  in  jail  several  months  Zenger  was  lirought  to  trial. 
Meanwhile  a republican  association  called  “ Sons  of  Liberty*”  worked 
assiduously  for  Zenger,  and  his  friends  employed  the  venerable  Andrew 
Hamilton  of  Philadeljihia,  then  eighty  years  of  age  and  the  foremost 
lawyer  in  the  colonies,  as  the  ])risoner‘s  counsel.  The  case  excited 
widesiiread  interest  and  attention,  for  it  involved  the  great  question  of 
liberty  of  s])cech  and  of  the  press. 

At  that  famous  trial  Chief-Justice  I)e  Lancey  })resided.  The  court- 
room Avas  croAvded.  The  citizens  generally  sympatliized  Avith  Zenger. 
The  ])risoner  ]'>leaded  Xot  guilty,"  admitted  the  publication  of  the 
alleged  libel,  and  offered  full  ]>roof  of  its  justif cation.  The  attorney- 
general  rose  to  o'p])Ose  the  admission  of  such  proofs.  At  that  moinent 
the  A'enerable  Hamilton  entered  the  room.  Humors  had  gone  abroad 
that  he  avouM  lie  there.  The  multitude  rose  to  their  feet  and  Aveleomed 
him  Avith  Avaving  of  hats  and  loud  huzzas.  AVith  his  long  Avhite  hair 
llowing  over  his  shoulders,  this  Xestor  of  tlie  bar  in  a few  eloquent 
Avords  scattered  all  the  legal  sophistries  of  the  ]u“oseeution  to  the  Avinds. 
He  declared  that  the  jmy  Avere  themselves  judges  of  the  facts  and  the 
law  ; that  they  Avere  a ])art  of  the  court  ; that  thev  Avere  com})etent  to 
judge  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused  : and  he  reminded  them 

* John  Peter  Zenji^er  was  a German,  a son  of  a widow  among  the  Palatines  who  came 
to  Ncw'York  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  v/as  apprenticed  to  AVilliam  Pradford, 
Iht;  ])rinter,  became  his  partner,  and  in  17J3  began  a weekly  news])aper  in  the  city  of 
N(W  York,  called  the  Week! if  Join-mil.  For  some  strictures  on  the  conduct  of  the 
govt  Th(-r,  Zenger  was  prosecuted  for  a libel,  and  mus  imprisoned  thii  ty-five  we<dcs.  His 
trial  was  a famous  one.  He  was  defended  by  the  great  lawyer,  Andrew  Hamilton  of 
I hiladt  Iphia.  and  was  aecpiittt'd.  Hi.s  ni-puittal  was  regarded  as  a vindication  of  the 
fV' f'lom  of  the  press.  Zenger  died  in  New  York  in  ITIG. 
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that  they  were  tlie  sworn  protectors  of  the  riyhts,  li])erties,  and  privi- 
leges of  their  fellow-citizens,  wliich,  in  this  instance,  laid  been  violated 
by  a most  outrageous  and  vindictive  series  of  persecutions.  The  chief- 
justice's  charge  to  the  jury  was  wholly  avei-se  to  this  doctrine  of  the 
great  advocate,  Init  after  a brief  conference  they  ]'eturned  a verdict  of 

]>rot  guilty.'’  A shout  of  triumph  went  up  from  the  multitude,  and 
Hamilton  was  l)orne  from  the  court -room  upon  the  .shoulders  of  the 
people  to  an  entertainment  prepared  foi'  him.  The  citizens  gave  him  a 
public  dinner  the  next  day,  and  a few'  w'eeks  later  the  corporation  of 
Xew"  York  gave  Hamilton  their  thanks  and  the  freedom  of  the  city  in 
a gold  box.  He  had  served  a righteous  cause  w'ithout  a fee,  because  it 
■was  a righteous  cause. 

To  the  city  of  iNew  York  is  due  the  iTinperishable  honor  of  first  vindi- 
cating the  freedom  of  the  press  in  the  English-.Vmerican  colonies,  and 
it  has  ever  maintained  the  exalteil  position  of  a cliampion  of  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man  under  all  circumstances. 

The  popidation,  industries,  and  w'ealth  of  Xew'  York  City  had  rapidly 
increased  since  the  beginning  of  the  century.  In  about  tlii'tty  years 
the  population  had  expanded  from  live  thousand  to  almost  nine  thou- 
sand. Already  the  shipping  employed  iji  trade  gave  the  city  the  char- 
acter of  a commercial  metropolis,  and  its  mei’chants  w'ere  noted  for 
enterprise,  intelligence,  w'ealth,  and  prol)ity.  For  a w'hile  they  had 
serious  diiticulties  to  contend  wdth.  At  tlie  close  of  the  seventeenth 
century  the  ocean  swarmed  witli  |)irates.  They  entered  tlie  liarbor  of 
Hew'  York  and  seized  vessels  lying  at  anchor.  It  is  believeil  that  men 
in  high  olTiciaf  station  there  vee re  confederated  with  the  buccaneers, 
shared  their  booty,  and  sliielded  tliem  from  punishment.  Finally  a 
worthy  shipmaster  of  Xew'  York,  Captain  Kidd.^'  w'as  emjjloyed  by  a’ 

“ William  Kidd  ^va5  a prominent  shipmaster  in  Neve  York  at  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  His  v ife  vas  Sarah  Oort.  Kidd  was  tho  son  of  a Scotch  Nonconformist 
minister,  and  had  followed  the  sea  from  his  youth.  He  v.as  re^ardeil  as  the  boldest  and 
most  enterprising  mariner  of  New  York,  about  lOd.j.  when  he  was  a})]iointod  captain  of  a 
privateer,  owned  by  King  tVilliam,  Governor  rielloniont,  Robert  Livingston,  and  several 
of  the  English  nobility,  and  was  fitted  out  for  the  sup]>ression  of  piracy.  He  received 
his  commission  from  King  William.  He  sailed  in  the  GnVi  ij  from  I’lymouth, 

England,  in  If.Od,  for  the  Indian  seas,  where,  after  scattering  the  pirates,  he  lu'came  one 
himself,  or  rather  was  compelled  by  his  crew  to  become  tlie  commander  of  a pirate  ship. 
He  returned  to  New  York  with  large  booty  in  lOOs'.  'flu-  piratical  partners  of  tlie  A<Jv€n- 
iure  Galley  raised  such  a hubdmb  in  England,  that  her  owners,  to  escajie  the  odium  of 
.Kidd’s  conduct,  made  him  a sca^iegoat.  ’Witli  virtuous  ])retensions  Iwusl  I'.ellomont 
caused  Kidd’s  arrc'^t  on  the  charge  of  piracy  and  murder.  He  was  convieted  and  hanged 
at  riymrnith.  England,  on  iMay  21,  ITiU.  The  < h:n;ge  of  ]>iracy  was  not  proven,  and 
the  killing  for  which  he  sutfered  was  uudouhtedly  accidental. 
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cf)Tn])nny  to  disperse  or  destroy  tlie  pirates,  lie  succeeded,  })iit  finally, 
throiiyh  great  teinptation,  he  turned  pirate  liiniselt  in  distant  seas,  and 
\v:is  hanged  in  England,  an  unfortunate  sca[)egoat  for  his  more  guilty 
t i t !c(  1 confederates. 

Intellectual  forces  of  much  strength  were  early  at  work  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York.  The  third  printing-press  in  the  Engiish-American  colonies 
was  set  u|)  there  by  William  Bindford,  and  in  1003  he  })rinted  the 
laws  of  the  colony  in  a small  folio  volume.  This  was  the  first  publica- 
tion of  a book  in  that  city,  where  millions  are  now  issued  every  year. 

Episcopacy  had  been  made  the  leading  ecclesiastical  system  in  Xew 
York  by  the  fiat  of  royal  governors,  and  on  the  establishment  of 
Trinity  Church,  in  lOCp,,  public  worship  was  conducted  in  the  English 
language  instead  of  the  Dutch,  excepting  in  the  Iteformed  Dutch 
Church.  Trinity  Church  edifice — a small,  sipiare  structure  with  a very 
tall  spire — was  completed  in  1007,  and  in  1T<>3  Queen  A.nne  granted  to 
it  the  ‘‘  KingQ  Farm”  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway — the  famous 

Trinity  Church  property”  claimed  by  the  alleged  heirs  of  Annetye 
Jans-Bogardus. 

The  first  attempt  had  been  made  in  lOOT  to  light  the  streets  of  Xew 
York  by  hanging  a lantern  from  a ])ole  projecting  from  a window  in 
every  seventh  house.  xV  night  watch  of  four  men  had  been  established 
at  the  same  time,  and  two  men  were  a])pointed  to  inspect  the  hearths 
and  chimneys  of  the  six  hundred  houses  in  tlie  city  once  a ^veek.  A 
public  ferry  between  Xew  York  and  Long  Island  had  been  established 
i>y  the  city  authorities,  and  in  1707  Broadway  had  been  first  ])aved 
from  the  Bowling  Green  to  Trinity  Chui’ch.  In  1709  it  \vas  levelled  as 
far  as  Maiden  Lane.  In  that  year  a slave-market  had  licen  established 
on  the  site  of  the  old  block-house  at  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  where 
most  of  the  shipping  was  moored.  Eigorous  municipal  laws  concerning 
the  slaves  were  strictly  adrhinistered,  which  caused  occasional  out- 
breaks. 

The  first  hos])ital  for  the  ])oor  had  been  established  in  1099,  and  in 
1705  the  first  grammar  scliool  in  Xew  York  had  been  authoriy.ed,  but 
was  not  established  for  some  time  because  a com})ctent  teachei*  could 
not  be  found  in  the  city.  The  first  Bresbyterian  church  built  in  the 
city  had  been  erected  in  1719,  on  Yddl  Street  near  the  City  Hall  ; and 
the  ])revi()us  year  the  first  ropewalk  in  Xew  York — tlie  lu^ginning  of  a 
very  liourishing  industry  — had  been  set  up  on  Broadway  between  Bar- 
clay Street  and  Park  ITace. 

Public  mattei-s  in  Xiov  York  had  presented  no  ])has('  of  special 
importance  until  the  arrival  of  ,lohn  Montgomerie  as  governor  in  the 
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Spring  of  1T2S,  when  he  was  received  with  more  cordiality  and  granted 
more  favors  than  any  other  magistrate  since  Bellomont.  Tlie  chief 
event  of  his  administration  was  the  granting  an  amended  charter  for 
the  city  in  1730.  The  first  charter  given  to  the  city  under  Enghsh 
rule  had  been  granted  in  IGSO.  Others  liave  been  granted  from  time 
to  time.  Ify  the  new  charter  the  limits  of  the  city  were  fixed  ; the 
power  of  establishing  terries,  and  the  possession  of  the  ferries,  market- 
liouses,  docks,  etc.,  and  all  ])roiits  arising  from  them,  were  granted  to 
the  city.  Provision  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  courts,  and  the 
privileges  and  duties  of  all  public  officer  were  defined.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  city  was  fixed  to  begin  at  the  King’s  Bridge,  near  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  island,  extending  to  Long  Island,  including  small 
islands  at.  the  mouth  of  the  Harlem  Iliver,  thence  on  that  side  of  the 
East  Ptiver  to  Bed  Hook,  and  thence,  embracing  tlie  islands  in  tlio 
harbor,  uj>  the  Hudson  Liver  to  S])uyten  Duyvel  Creek  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

AChiie  this  charter  gave  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Kew  York 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  !^lanhattan  Island  and  adjacent  islands, 
the  streets  of  the  city  ’were  laid  out  only  as  far  north  on  tlic  west  side  as 
Courtlandt  Street  on  the  border  of  the  King’s  Farm,  and  on  the  east 
side  as  far  as  Frankfort  and  Cherry  Sti’eets.  There  were  only  scat- 
tered houses  al)ove  Maiden  Lane.  But  the  city  wa.s  then  so  densely 
populated  below  AVall  Street  that  in  1729  the  Dutch  Leformed  Church, 
in  Garden  Street  below  Wall,  was  so  crowded  tliat  a ])ortion  of  the 
congregation  colonized  and  built  the  Middle  Dutch  Church,”  on  the 
corner  of  Nassau  and  Liberty  Streets,  used  (until  a few  years  ago)  f(jr 
the  city  l^ost-Otlice  for  many  years.  M"all  Street  had  been  so  named 
because  along  its  line,  from  river  to  I'iver,  had  extended  the  palisades 
or  wooden  walls  of  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam. 

Pauperism  became  prevalent  and  troublesome  during  ^Montgomerie’s 
administration,  and  measures  were  taken  for  providing  a public  alms- 
liouse,  which  should  also  bo  a workhouse.  One  was  erected  in  the  I'oar 
of  the  present  (Jity  Hall  in  1734.  It  was  well  supplied  with  spinning- 
wheels  for  the  women  and  shoemakers’  tools  and  other  implements  of 
labor  for  the  men.  It  was  made  a sort  of  self-sustaining  institution. 

Nothing  of  special  public  importance  occuishhI  in  the  city  of  New  York 
after  the  trial  of  Zeng-ar  until  1741,  wdien  the  famous  Negro  Plot*’ 
produced  a nngn  of  tma'or  there  for  some  time.  A similar  occui-rence, 
but  of  smaller  ])i*oportions,  had  taken  })lace  in  1712,  when  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  was  about  six  thousand,  (*onip(^sed  largely  of  shivi's. 
There  vras  a suspici(>n  of  a cous})iracy  of  the  negroes  to  bum  the  city 
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n!i<l  (1esti*oy  tlie  inlial/itauts.  During  the  panic  that  prevailed  nineteen 
slaVi^s  suspected  of  the  crime  perished. 

In  17-11  a suspected  negro  plot  to  <lestroy  tlie  city  and  its  inliabitants 
produced  great  disaster.  New  York  then  contained  about  ten  thousand 
inhabitants,  nearly  one  fifth  of  whom  wmre  negro  slaves.  The  city 
literally  swarmed  Avitli  them.  There  were  growing  a|)prehensions 
among  the  ])eople  of  a servile  insurrection.  The  slave-market  was  at 
the  foot  of  \Yall  Street  ; the  calaboose  was  in  the  common”  or  City 
Hall  Park.  The  slaves  w'ere under  rigorous  discipline,  and  were  keenly 
watched  as  a])i:>rehensions  of  danger  from  them  increased. 

In  the  early  spring  of  17T1  some  goods  and  silver  wmre  stolen  from  a 
merchant.  Sus]>icion  fell  u|)on  the  keeper  of  a low  tavern  to  Avhich 
negroes  and  thieves  resorted,  but  on  searching  the  police  found  noth- 
ing. A maid-servant  of  the  publican  told  a neighbor  that  the  goods 
were  there,  and  very  soon  she,  her  master,  and  his  family  ^verQ  brought 
Iiefore  the  court.  Then  the  servant  accused  a negro  with  being  the 
thief  and  his  master  the  receiver  of  the  stolen  goods.  A part  of  the 
])roperty  was  found  under  his  master's  kitchen  lloor  and  returned  to 
the  owner,  and  here  the  matter  rested  for  a while. 

Two  or  three  Aveeks  later  the  governor's  house  in  the  fort  was  laid  in 
ashes.  TYithin  a few  days  afterward  other  tires  in  ditferent  jiaits  of 
the  city  occurred.  These  fires,  breaking  out  in  such  rapid  succession, 
alarmed  tlie  people,  and  a rumor  that  the  negroes  liad  pk^tted  to  liurn 
the  city  took  Aving  and  tleAV  to  CAmry  dAvelliiig  in  the  course  of  a feAV 
hours.  For  several  days  the  slaves  had  been  suspected  of  meditating 
the  crime  ; noAA"  suspicion  Avas  changed  to  confirmation. 

It  Avas  noAV  noted  that  a Spanish  vessel,  manned  in  jiart  by  negroes, 
had  recently  been  brought  into  port  as  a prize,  and  the  bla.ck  men  had 
been  sold  at  auction  for  slaves.  They  Avere  naturally  exasperated  liy 
this  inhuman  treatment,  and  had  let  fall  some  stifled  threats.  Xo  one 
now  doubted  that  these  despemte  felloAVs  Avere  leadei’s  in  the  horrid 
])lot.  There  Avas  a general  cvv  of  Arrest  the  Spanish  negroes  !” 
They  Avere  seized  and  cast  into  prison,  bhi  the  same  afternoon  the 
magistrates  met,  and  Avhile  tliey  aaxto  in  consultation  the  storehouse  of 
('olonel  Phillipse  Avas  discoAxred  to  lie  on  lire.  ^Magistrates  and  piaiple 
were  panic-stricken,  for  the  liiisy  tongue  of  rumor  positively  declared 
the  negroes  were  about  to  lire  the  city,  murder  the  inhabitants,  and 
[Hissess  theinselA'es  of  their  mavStem’  jiropi^rty.  Xegroes  Aviu’e  seized 
indiscriminately,  and  A'ery  soon  the  ]irisons  Avere  tilled  Avith  them. 

Tli(.‘  Common  ('ouiu  il  oilei-ed  a,  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  a 
lull  pardon  to  amy  coiis};irator  Avho  should  re\'eal  the  plot  and  the 
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names  of  tlie  incendiaries.  Tlie  imprisoned  servant  of  the  tavern- 
keeper  spoken  of  took  advantage  of  this  olfer  to  gain  lier  liberty  and 
fill  her  purse,  and  told  a most  ridicnlons  story  of  negnx's  whom  she 
named  bringing  stolen  goods  to  her  master,  and  talking  about  tlieir 
design  to  burn  the  city  and  destroy  the  inhabitants,  and  tlie  riches  and 
power  they  would  possess  afterward.  The  excited  and  credulous  mag- 
istrates received  this  absurd  story  as  truth,  and  persons  arrested  were 
induced  to  make  all  sorts  of  confessions  in  the  hope  of  averting  danger 
to  themselves.  There  was  a reign  of  terror  throughout  the  city.  The 
victims  of  the  lying  servant's  pretended  revelations  were  imprisoned, 
tried,  condemned,  and  executed.  Among  these  were  her  master  and 
his  wife.  On  her  testimony  alone  many  negroes  were  from  time  to 
time  accused  and  imprisoned,  and  in  May  several  of  them  were  burned 
alive  in  a greeii  vale  on  the  site  of  the  (present)  Five  Points.  In  June 
others  were  burned,  and  before  the  middle  of  August  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  negroes  and  twenty-four  white  people  had  been  imprisoned. 
Of  these  four  white  ]->ersons  were  hanged  ; fourteen  negroes  were 
burned  alive,  eighteen  were  hanged,  and  seventy-one  were  transported. 
The  last  victim  was  Pry,  a schoolmaster,  who  was  accused  l)y  the  lying 
servant  (Mary  Eurton)  of  being  concerned  in  the  plot.  lie  ^vas  sus- 
])ected  of  being  a Roman  Catholic  priest.  The  bigoted  magistrates 
took  advantage  of  an  old  imrepealed  la^v  for  hanging  any  priest  who 
should  voluntarily  come  into  the  province,  and  Pry  was  doomed. 
They  seemed  to  be  hungry  for  his  life.  In  vain  he  offered  to  })rove 
that  he  was  a clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England.  ]\Iary  Eurton  was 
considered  infallible,  and  poor  Pry  was  hanged.  Then  the  ‘‘  state's 
witness”  became  bolder,  and  accused  persons  of  quality  and,  as  in 
the  case  of  Salem  witchcraft,”  when  leading  citizens,  who  had  been 
active  in  persecuting  the  poor  negn’oes,  were  inqJicated,  men  took  meas- 
ures to  end  the  tragedy — stop  the  delusion.  ” It  was  done,  and  the 
24th  of  Se]>tember  was  set  apart  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  great 
deliverance.  The  “ Xegro  Plot”  may  be  classed  among  the  foremost 
of  popular  delusions. 

It  was  at  about  this  time  that  a few  men  who  ])layed  impratant  paids 
in  the  social  and  political  drama  of  the  city  of  Mew  York  appeared 
conspicuous  u])on  the  stage  — Dr.  Cadwallader  Colden,  James  De 
Lancey,  Phili]i  Livingston,  Peter  Schuyler,  Abraham  De  Pevster, 
Frederick  Phillipse,  AYilliam  Smith  the  elder,  and  a few  othei’s.  Some 
of  these,  like  Colden,  were  lovers  of  science  and  literature.  So 
absorbed  in  trade,  and  in  efforts  to  increase  the  wealth  and  material 
property  of  themselves  and  the  city  had  the  citizens  become,  that  edu- 
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c.itioTi  was  neglected.  Some  of  tliese  gentlemen  clearly  perceived  the 
cviis  to  he  feared  from  such  a want,  and  set  about  snppjying  it.  There 
w.'ie  then  but  few  collegians  in  the  province  ; ^lessrs.  Smith  and  De 
I,ancey  were  the  only  ones  in  the  legal  profession.  Thei’e  was  a small 
public  library,  but  it  was  little  used.  The  chaplain  of  Lord  Lellomont 
(Rev.  John  Sharp)  had  ])resented  to  the  city  a cohection  of  books  in 
17i>o,  for  a “ Corporation  Library,”  and  in  1720  the  Society  for  the 
i Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  added  to  these,  for  the 
.'Nime  })urpose,  1022  volumes,  which  liad  been  given  to  them  by  Ltev. 
John  Tlillington,  of  England.  The  first  librarian  a]>pointed  died  ; the 
l)ooks  were  neglected,  and  their  very  existence  was  almost  forgotten 
until  175L,  when  some  public-spirited  citizens  organized  and  founded 
the  “ Society  Library.”  The  Common  Council  added  the  Corpora- 
tion Library”  to  the  institution,  and  for  several  years  the  books  of  the 
Society  Library  were  kept  in  the  City  Hall. 

Meanwhile  £'227)0  had  l)een  raised  by  lottery  for  tlie  hmndation  of  a 
college.  This  sum  was  increased,  and  in  ]77>T  King’s  (no\v  Columbia) 
C’ollege  was  chartered.  Sectarianism  ^vas  then  ranprmt  in  the  city, 
and  there  v,*as  a sharp  struggle  for  the  denominational  control  of  the 
institution  between  the  Episcopalians,  headed  l>y  James  De  Lancey,  and 
the  Presbyterians,  led  by  Philip  Livingston.  The  former  gained  the 
mastery. 

In  177)2  the  fii*st  merchants’  exchange  in  New  York  was  erected  at 
the  foot  of  Broad  Street.  Eeekman  Street  was  opened  the  same  year, 
and  St.  George’s  Chapel  was  erected  on  it  by  Trinity  Chui’cli  corpora- 
tion. 

This  period  in  the  histoiy  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  is  particularly 
<li.stinguislied  for  political  and  theological  controversies.  The  lines  be- 
tween sects  in  religion  and  jiolitics  were  sharply  drawn.  Bigotry  and 
intolerance  were  rampant.  The  Jews  had  l>een  allowed  to  establish  a, 
(annetery  near  the  present  Chatham  Square,  east  si<le  ; nc>\v  they  were 
disfranchised.  The  Moravians,  who  closely  resembled  the  Episco- 
}*alians  in  the  form  of  their  liturgical  worship,  and  who  had  built  a 
church  on  Fair  (now  Fultonf  Street"'  and  established  a mission  in 
1 )uchess  County,  were  ])ersecuted  as  Jesuits  in  disguise.  In  the  colonial 
assembly  {lolitical  controversies  became  bitter.  This  iiitterness  was 
auginenteil  by  the  conduct  of  the  royal  governor,  Admii*a I Sir  George 
Rlinton,  who  s[)eedily  made  himself  uiqiopular  with  the  leaders  of  all 

* On  the  M'tst  side  of  Broadway  it  was  called  Partition  Street,  tlio  partition  line 
Ijctwecn  the  King’s  Farm  and  others. 
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parties.  His  best  su])porter  at  the  beginning  of  his  administration 
was  Chief-Justice  De  Lancey.  Clinton  soon  oifendcMl  ]iim  und  allied 
himself  to  JJr.  Coldeng''  who  was  then  a power  in  the  ])rovince  ; but 
TJe  Lancey,  who  was  more  prominent  socially  and  ])olitically  than 
Colden,  made  war  upon  the  governor.  He  engendei*ed  a lierce  contest 
between  Clinton  and  the  assembly.  The  governor  soon  oli’ended 
Colden.  who  joinecl  the  opposition.  At  length  the  admiral,  wearied 
Avith  the  contest  and  becoming  more  and  more  unpopular,  left  the  office, 
and  AAais  succeeded  by  Sir  Daru'ers  Osborne. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  his  council  Osborne  laid  Ids  instructions  before 
them,  Avhen  they  said,  Tlie  assemWy  Avill  neAU'^r  yield  obedience.'^ 

Is  this  true  C’  he  asked  Adlliam  Smith.  “ klost  emphatically,” 
re])lied  the  councillor.  “ Then  Avhat  am  I come  here  for  C’  said 
Osborne  inusingly.  The  next  morning  his  dead  body  Avas  found  sus- 
pended by  a handkerchief  from  the  garden  A\'all  of  his  hxlglngs.  He 
had  destroyed  himself  in  despair.  James  He  Lancey, f the  lieutenant- 
governor,  assumed  the  direction  of  })ublic  affairs.  The  political  leaders 
had  zealous  partisans  among  the  citizens,  and  XeAv  York  for  many 
years  Avas  a seething  caldron  of  adverse  opinions. 

The  (ju.irrel  of  He  Lancey  Avith  Clinton  ^ had  caused  the  former  to 

Cailwull.uler  Colden  -u-as  a native  of  Scotland  ; was  born  at  Dnnso,  February  17, 
1G8S,  graduated  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  ITUd,  and  .iu  170S  emigrated  to 
America,  and  died  at  his  country  seat  on  Long  Island,  September  2S,  177G.  He  was 
a physician  and  skilful  mathematician.  He  practised  medicine  in  Pennsylvania  a few 
years,  and  ivent  to  England  in  1715.  The  next  year,  after  visiting  Scotlc.nd,  he  returnetl 
to  Pennsylvania,  but  at  the  request  of  Governor  Hunter  settled  in  New  York  in  1718, 
when  he  was  appointed  surveyor-general,  a master  in  chancery,  and  in  172U  a member 
of  the  King's  Council,  Obtaining  a patent  for  lands  in  Orangt-  County,  he  settled  there. 
He  was  acting  governor  of  New  York  from  17G0  until  his  death.  Haring  the  Stamp  Act 
excitenunt  in  New  A'ork  in  17G5,  the  populace  destroyed  his  cairiago  and  burned  him  in 
effigy.  AVhen  Governor  Tryon  returned  to  New  York  in  1775,  Colden  retired  to  Long 
Island.  He  wrote  a history  of  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians. 

f James  I)e  Laneey  was  born  in  New  York  in  1703,  tbe  son  of  a Huguenot  emigrant 
from  Caen,  Normandy.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  England,  and  returned  to 
America  in  1720,  soon  after  which  he  was  made  a justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York.  In  1733  he  was  elevated  to  the  seat  of  chief  justice.  De  Laneey  was  acting  gov- 
ernor for  nearly  seven  years,  from  1753  to  17G0.  He  was  an  astute  lawyer,  a se.gacious 
legislator,  a skilful  intriguer,  and  a demagogue  of  great  intiuenee  and  pnluical  strength. 
These  qualities  and  vast  estates  secured  to  him  triumphs  when  most  other  men  would 
have  failed. 

Admiral  George  Clinton  was  governor  of  New  York  for  ton  years— 17 i:>-l 753,  He 
was  the  youngest  sou  of  the  sixth  Earl  of  Lincobt,  and  was  apjHnmcd  commodore  and 
governor  of  Newfonndl.md  in  1732.  His  a-lministration  in  New  York  w;is  a stormy  one, 
for  he  did  not  ]aess<,'.ss  <pialitieati('ns  for  the  position,  or  any  skill  in  .uvii  aifairs.  IIt> 
found  in  De  Lance}'  a most  annoying  opponent.  Colden  was  Clinion's  champion  on  all 
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oppose  tlie  governor's  iinpo})ular  schemes,  ami  so  made  liimself  a favor- 
ite with  the  })eople.  - The  representative  aristocint'’  became,  bv  the 
legerdemain  of  party  politics,  the  representative  ‘'democrat”  of  the 
hour  ; and  the  late  royalist  faction,  composed  of  tlie  wealthiest  and 
most  influential  citizens,  wms  now  arrayed  on  tlie  side  of  the  people's 
lights.  J3iit  De  Lancey  found  it  difficult  to  maintain  that  position  and 
I’ender  obedience  to  royal  instructions,  lie  was  soon  relieved  of  tlie 
embarrassment  by  the  arrival  of  Ailmiral  Hardy  as  governor,  when  He 
Lancey  resumed  his  seat  as  chief  justice.  He  soon  afterward  became 
acting  governor  again,  ami  was  performing  its  duties  when,  on  the 
morning  of  July  oO,  ITGO,  he  was  found  dying  in  ids  study,  the  victim 
of  cdironic  asthma. 

The  Frencli  and  Indian  war  then  in  progress  had  taxed  the  patriot- 
ism and  the  resources  in  men  and  money  of  the  citizens  of  Xew  York. 
Tlie  war  vras  raging  on  the  nortlierii  frontier  of  their  province,  and 
tliey  cheerfully  and  generously  resjionded  to  every  reasonable  call.  At 
the  same  time,  jealous  of  tlieir  political  rights,  they  warmly  resented 
any  violation  of  thenr.  Lord  Loudoun,  the  commander  of  the  British 
forces  in  America,  sent  a thousand  troops  to  the  city  of  Yew  York  with 
orders  for  the  authorities  to  billet  them  upon  the  inhabitants.  This 
was  an  infraction  of  their  rights.  The  city  authorities  Cjuartered  the 
soldiem  in  the  barracks  on  Chambers  Street,  leaving  the  ollicers  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  The  angry  Loudoun  hastened  to  Xew  York 
and  commanded  tlie  authorities  to  find  free  (juarters  for  the  ollicers, 
and  threatened  if  it  were  not  done  he  would  bring  all  the  soldiers  under 
liis  command  and  billet  them  upon  the  inhabitants  himself.  The  gov- 
(unor  was  disposed  to  com])ly,  but  the  Indignant  people  I’ld’used,  ami 
defied  the  general.  The  matter  vras  tinally  adjusted,  to  avert  serious 
trouble,  by  furnishing  free  quarters  to  tlie  ollic'ers  by  means  of  a ]U‘i- 
vato  sub.scription.  This  demand  was  afterward  sevei'al  times  repeated, 
and  was  one  of  the  principal  grievances  which  inquhletl  the  citizens  of 
Xew  York  to  armed  i*esistance  to  royal  autliority. 

On  the  accession  of  George  III.  in  ITGd,  followed  by  ministerial 
schemes  for  burdening  colonial  commerce  with  restrictions,  the  murmurs 
of  the  king’s  subjects  in  America,  which  hail  been  heard  in  almost  in- 
audilJe.  Avhispcrs  by  his  immediate  predece.ssors,  became  loud  and 
menacing.  As  occasions  for  conqdaint  muhi)>li(Hl,  the  colonists  showed 
symptoms  of  absolute  resistance  to  acts  of  Parliament,  and  in  this  none 

Clinton  was  made  vice-admiral  ot  ll.e  rear  in  17to,  and  vice-admiral  of  tUe 
dect  in  1757.  He  died  governor  of  Newfoundland  in  1701. 


..-V;  ^ ,,( 


$i  . Y f''.  _:ai:ilTl%'6- 


-'rii  7 hr/: 


r ‘>: ' l‘»^vkf ' 


n 

.1  vJ'< . 


,17,  .4  , vj.-'- - ’T  V ; V ■ V— '"■  •■'  ‘ ix  '■*  ' 


i:h  i^a’.pij  - bn  nvi'j:  -7^j^,;^,-^‘fi  tfhai<<.  ■ ^ 


■l^^ri'i  'mjfl  .iV? 


■'£  h;r^  - "'4  :: 


' Mi'^th  b;  . '.  'JjMt  ■■  ^ 

bbnwfb - V • ; 


■ ' •Hpirir-i'  :lbK  7 ^'.  • ' ■ 

, 'M'^ y '<S'  ■ ' '-^l  ;7Y4x/h[ C r£Afynit0i,.m'ii^  - ^ 


'^■^;r:^7^b  -Ij  vn7ib  ‘ftlb 


4^1'  f ! 7 ' .>b.,H(l  ijfi<<j7K''5  up^^iFV'^7  ' btr 


nv4jftn,  ■'•  ib-i  - ‘b|»-  x;,;  ■ ^ b '-•■  nJlJ>_ 

■ iib  : x,nni«rja^' ^ 
. )-»i.)!^'i  ' !'[., -I  I " ■ ,.Vi.*''^''^>'ij|f  .;  ;f!i,,i  m I >'  | 

?• . '( I . ■:•  t ««>*  ■.  J ’t  */f'Vf  V 


: n '!'>  -.>1  V 


Vi  *fjR»4-.K/rI*im  ' i 


f wz  ■ ■ J 


;.  r.  ■’  ^:wQ^,iX'Tnr 


T) '}  0u\lr>  ^'}^itulkn  §t*f  I'/. 

00M'0^ 

J^^4'  , „ ' 

i|*.Z  ;i  u,  I . .r^Vt>  ,n!T  7^  4 i\  I.  ' 1- 


'ft 


y\.'0. 


^/k  - 

'i^V 


7»;«*;'7-i;*:« 


r , >,..  , _v  . 


26 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


were  more  prompt  and  defiant  than  the  citizens  of  Xew  York.  Unwise 
and  oppressive  navigation  laws  were  put  in  force,  and  these  weighed 
heavily  ii})on  Yew  York,  then  become  a decidedly  commercial  city. 
Tiiese  laws  vrere  at  first  mildly  resisted.  The  collectors  of  customs 
finally  called  for  aid,  and  writs  of  assistance  Avere  issued,  by  Avhich 
these  officers  or  their  de})uties  might  enter  every  house  they  ])leased, 
lu'cak  locks  and  bars  if  iieccssaTW  in  search  of  dutiable  goods,  and  in 
til  is  Avay  become  the  violators  of  the  great  principles  of  klagna  Charta, 
AA'hicli  made  eA^ery  Englishman's  liouse  his  ‘'castle.*'  These  Avrits 
Avere  denounced  everyAvliere,  and  Avere  followed  soon  afterward  by  the 
famous  and  obnoxious  Stain])  Act,  Avliich  I'cquired  eA^ery  piece  of  pa]>er, 
parchment,  or  vellum  containing  a legal  document,  such  as  a promis- 
sory note  or  a marriage  certificate,  to  have  a stamp  affixed  upon  it,  for 
Avhich  a sjiecified  sum  Avas  to  be  paid  to  the  government  of  Great 
Eritain. 

This  indirect  system  of  taxation  aavis  very  oftensive,  and  tlie  scheme 
AAvis  stoutly  opposed  everywhere  on  the  continent,  but  noAvhere  AAOth 
more  lirmness  than  in  the  city  of  Ycav  York.  Dr.  Golden,  then  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age,  Avas  acting  governor  of  the  ])rovince,  and  duty  to 
his  soAmreign  and  his  oavii  political  convictions  compelled  him  to  ojipose 
the  popular  movements  around  him.  AVhen,  late  in  Octolier  (1705), 
stam])s  arriA^d  at  Yew  York  consigned  to  a “ stamp  distributor,”  the 
“ Sons  of  liberty,”  recently  reorganized,  demanded  that  agent's  resig- 
nation ; Golden  u])held  and  protected  him,  and  liad  the  stamps  placed 
111  the  fort.  This  covert  menace  exasperated  the  peo|)le. 

Though  Eritisli  ships  of  AAVir  riding  in  the  harbor,  as  well  as  the  fort, 
had  their  gi’eat  guns  trained  ii|)on  the  city,  tlic  ])atriots  Avere  not  dis- 
mayed, and  ap])earing  in  considerable  number  before  the  gOAmrnor's 
house  at  the  fort,  demanded  the  stam])s.  The  demand  Avas  refused, 
and  very  soon  tlio  large  grou])  of  orilerly  citizens  was  swelled  into  a 
roaring  mnb.  They  boro  to  The  Fields  (the  Gity  Hall  Dark)  an  effigy 
of  the  governor,  which  they  burned  on  the  s])ot  Avhere  Leisler  Avas 
hanged  three  fourths  of  a century  before  l)ecause  he  aavis  a republican. 
Then  tlnw  hastened  hack  to  the  foot  of  EroadAAUiy,  tore  u|)  the  Avooden 
railing  ai’oinul  the  UoAvling  Green,  |)iled  it  up  in  front  of  the  fort, 
dragged  th(.‘  governor's  coach  out  and  cast  it  upon  the  hea|),  and  made 
a huge  Ixedire  of  the  Avhole.  After  committing  other  excesses,  and 
jiarading  tlu'  stiiM'ts  Avith  a banner  inscribed  ‘‘England's  Folly  and 
America's  Enin,"  they  dis])ersed  to  theii*  homes. 

Eailier  in  tin*  .sanu'  month  a colonial  com^ention  known  as  tln^ 
•‘  Stamp  Act  Gongress”  assembled  in  Ycav  York,  discussed  the  rights 
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of  tlio  colonists,  cincl  ado])ted  a Dedaration  of  a Petition  to  the 

Kin.u',  jnid  a ^ieinoiial  to  both  Houses  of  I^irliament.  Already  the 
idea  of  union  had  been  suggested  by  a ne\vspa})C)‘  called  the  L'oustltu- 
i,(;n<il  Coi/mnt,  beai'ing  tli<‘  device  of  a snake  se])amted  into  several 
jiarts,  each  with  an  initial  of  a colony,  and  bearing  the  injuncti<;n,  Joix 
<»K  Die  ! Only  one  issue  of  the  Coirrmit  was  made,  but  its  sugiicstion 
v.-as  potent.  The  idea  of  the  device  was  like  an  electric  s[)ark  that 
kindled  a flame  whidi  was  never  quenched.  Tiu'  merchants  of  iNew 
Voi'k  immediately  “ joined  •’  in  creating  a Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence instructed  to  solicit  the  merchants  of  other  cities  to  join  tvitli  them 
in  a solemn  agreement  not  to  import  any  more  goi'ids  fi’om  Great  Pritain 
until  tlie  Stamp  Act  should  be  repealed.  There  was  general  acquies- 
cence. This  measure  produced  a ]^owerful  impression  iqion  the  com- 
mei’cial  interests  of  Great  Pritain.  The  ])eo]dc  at  the  centres  of  trade 
tlnn*e  clamored  for  a repeal  of  the  obnoxious  act,  and  in  the  course 
of  three  months  this  much-desired  measure  was  elTected.  Then  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  m the  ])]enitude  of  their  gratitude  and  joy, 
caused  a leaden  equestrian  statue  of  the  king  to  be  erected  in  the  centre 
of  the  Powling  Green,  and  a inarble  one  to  Pitt  (who  had  effected  the 
repeal)  in  the  attitude  of  an  orator,  at  tlie  junction  of  AVall  and  A\Tlliam 
Streets. 

To  Yew  York  merchants  is  due  the  honor  of  having  invented  those 
two  powerful  engines  of  resistance  to  the  obnoxious  acts  of  the  Pritish 
Ikirliament,  and  with  so  much  potency  at  the  l)egi lining  of  the  old  war 
for  independence — namely,  the  Committee  of  Corn. ^2^00 deuce  and  tlie 
eS\>ii-iiJi])ort(itioii  League. 
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P0^[  the  ]-)erio(l  of  the  Stamp  Act  until  the  beginning  of  the  old 


Avar  for  independence,  in  1775,  the  merclrmts  of  Aew  York  bore 
a conspicuous  part  in  political  events  tending  toAvard  inde’pcndence. 
The}^  Avere  leading  Sons  of  Liberty.”  For  a Avhile  the  liberal  char- 
acter of  tlie  administration  of  tlie  iicav  governor,  Sir  Henry  Moore, 
allayed  excitcaneiits  and  animosities  ; but  the  stubl.)om  king  and  stu})id 
ministry,  utterly  unable  to  coiu|)rehend  tli(‘  character  of  the  American 
])cople  and  the  loftiness  of  the  ])rinciples  winch  animated  them,  con- 
tinued to  A'ex  them  Avith  obnoxious  schemes  of  taxatio]i,  and  kept  them 
in  a state  of  constant  irritation. 

Before  the  echoes  of  the  repeal  rejoicings  had  died  aAvay,  troops 
Avere  sent  to  Xew  York,  and  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mutiny  Act 
they  Avere  to  be  quartei’ed  at  the  partial  expense  of  the  })rovince.  They 
Avere  sent  as  a menace  and  as  a clieck  to  the  growth  of  re})ul)lican  ideas 
among  the  peo|)le  tliere.  Led  l)y  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  the  inhabitants 
1‘esolved  to  resist  the  measure  for  their  ensiaAX'inent.  The  Provincial 
Assembly  steadiA  refused  com])liance  Avith  the  terms  of  the  klutiny 
Act,  and  early  in  1707  Parliament  passed  an  act  [wohibiting  the  go\'- 
ernor  an<l  J.egislatui’e  of  Yew  York  passing  any  bill  for  any  purpose 
wlirdeA'cr.  The  assembly  painially  yielded,  but  a nmv  assembly,  con- 
A^ened  early  in  170S,  stoutly  held  an  attitude  of  deliancc,  and  the  colony 
Ava.>  imuh‘  to  feel  the  royal  dis[)leasure.  But  the  assembly  remained 
faithful  to  the  cause  of  libeity  down  to  the  deadh  of  Goveimoi*  dloore, 
in  17<ht.  Then  J)r.  Colden  again  became  acting  governor,  and  an  un- 
natural coalition  Avas  formed  between  him  and  Janies  l)e  laincey,  son  of 
JYter  ])e  T.ancey,  Avho  Avas  a leader  of  the  aristocracy  in  tlie  assembly. 

dleanwhile  the  city  had  Ijeen  almost  continually  disquieted  by  the 
insolent  bearing  and  outrageous  cimduct  of  the  ti*oo[)s,  Avho  Avere 

* Sir  Henry  ATooro  was  a native  of  Jauiaioa,  AV.  I.,  where  he  Avas  l)orn  in  17U>.  He 
hee.anie  governor  th'  his  native  island  in  IToh,  and  was  created  a havonet  as  a reward  tVir 
his  services  in  su])pre-S'.,ing  a slave  insurrection  there.  I’roia  17r.4  until  Ins  death,  in 
Septemher,  ]7f>'.t  ho  Ave.s  governor  of  Xcw  A'ork.  He  arrived  in  Xew  York  in  the  inid.-^t 
of  the  Stamp  Act  excitement  in  17G7,  and  acted  very  jadicdoiisly. 
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riK/nuragcd  bv  their  officers.  On  the  king's  birthday,  in  ITffO,  the 
riti/.i*ns,  grateful  for  -the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  celebrated  it  with 
isvvnt  I’cjoicing.  On  that  occasion  they  erected  a flagstaff  wliich  bore 
rli(‘  words  “ Tiie  King,  Pitt,  and  Liberty.''  They  called  it  n liherti/ 
and  it  became  the  rallying-place  for  the  Sons  of  Liberty.  This 
N('w  York  idea  became  ])opidar,  and  lil)erty  poles  soon  arose  in  other 
}*]•« winces  as  rallying-piaces  for  political  gatherings  of  tlie  patriots. 
Wlien  the  soldiers  came  to  Yew  York  this  pole  became  an  ol)ject  of 
ila'ir  dislike,  and  they  cut  it  down.  "\Yhen,  the  next  day,  the  citizens 
were  ])repariiig  to  set  up  another,  they  were  attacked  by  the  troo])s,  and 
two  of  the  leading  Sons  of  Idberty  were  wounded.  Ihit  the  pole  was 
vet  u}>.  It,  too,  was  soon  prostrated,  and  a third  pole  was  raised,  when 
ifovernor  IMoore  forbade  the  soldiers  to  touch  it. 

The  next  spring  the  citizens  of  Yew  York  celelmated  the  first  anni- 
versary of  the  repeal  of  tlie  Stamp  Act  around  the  Iil)erty  })ole.  That 
night  the  soldiers  cut  it  down.  Another  was  set  up  the  next  day,  ])ro- 
tneted  from  the  axe  by  iron  bands.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cut  it 
down,  and  also  to  pro.strate  it  witli  gunpowder,  were  made.  The  Sons 
of  Liberty  set  a guard  to  watch  it,  and  Governor  ]\loore  again  forbade 
-interference  witii  it.  That  liberty  pole  stood  in  ])roud  defiance  until 
.ianuary,  1770,  when,  at  midnight,  soldiers  issued  from  the  barracks  on 
(’liambem  Street,  prostrated  it,  saw'ed  it  in  pieces,  and  piled  them  u[) 
in  front  of  the  headquarter  of  the  Sons  of  Lilierty.  The  Ijell  of  St. 
Peorge's  chapel  was  rung,  and  the  next  morning  three  thousand  indig- 
nant ])eople  stood  around  the  mutilated  liberty  pole,  and  by  resolutions 
declared  their  rights  and  their  determination  to  maintain  them.  The 
eity  was  fearfully  excited  for  three  days.  In  frequent  alTrays  with  the 
citizens  the  soldiers  were  generally  worsted,  and  in  a severe  conllict  on 
(iolden  Hill,  an  eminence  near  Burling  Slip  at  Cliff  and  Fulton  Streets, 
several  of  the  soldier  wei’e  disarmed.  "When  quiet  was  restored 
another-  liberty  pole  was  erected  on  private  ground,  on  Br(^adway  near 
Wall  Street.  This  fifth  flagstaff  remained  undisturbed  until  the  Brit- 
i-'h  tool:  ])ossession  of  the  city  in  177d,  when  it  was  hewn  down  by 
Cunningham,  the  notorious  provost  marshal.  That  fight  on  Golden 
Hill  in  the  city  of  YYw  York  between  its  citizens  and  royal  troops  was 
tlay/d-.v/  hnttle  of  the  Bevuluiton.  The  last  battle  of  that  war  was 
^’>ught  there  between  Cunningham  and  7>frs.  Bav,  at  the  foot  of  ^fiirrav 

Y ith  tlie  coalition  between  Golden  and  I)e  Lancey  a gi*adual  change 
■u  the  political  ctmiplexion  of  tlie  Pj-ovincial  .Vssembly  was  apparent. 

1 htj  loaven  of  ai’istoci’acy  had  begun  a transformation.  A game  for 
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political  ])o\ver,  based  upon  pro])ose(l  financial  schemes,  ^vas  be, cun.  A 
grant  for  the  sii])|>ort  of  the  troo})s  was  also  made.  These  things  men- 
aced the  liberties  of  the  peo[)!e.  The  ])opular  leaders  sounded  the 
alarm.  Among  the  most  active  at  that  time  wm'e  Isaac  Seam,  John 
Lamb,  “ Alexander  3[cDougall,f  and  John  ]\lorin  Scott  J — names 
whicli  w'ill  be  ever  associated  as  elficient  and  fearless  champions  of 
liberty  in  tlie  city  of  Aew  York  wJien  the  tempest  of  the  Ifevolution 
was  impending. 

In  December,  1700,  a handbill  signed  ‘‘A  Son  of  Liberty”  wms 
])osted  throughout  the  city  calling  a meeting  of  tlie  betrayed  inhaU- 
tants”  in  the  Fields.  It  denounced  the  money  scheme  and  tlie  assem- 
bly, and  ])ointed  to  the  coalition  as  an  omen  of  danger  to  the  State. 
The  call  was  heeded,  and  the  next  day  a large  concourse  of  citizens 
asseml)l(‘d  around  the  Liberty  Pole,  wdiere  they  were  harangued  by 
John  Landi,  one  of  the  most  ardent  ])atrIots  of  Xew  York.  Ly  unani- 


* John  Lamb  was  born  in  New  York  on  Jannary  1,  1735,  and  died  tliere  May  31. 
1800.  He  was  at  first  an  optician,  but  in  17G0  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade.  In  the 
ten  years’  quarrel  between  the  American  colonists  and  the  British  ministry.  Lamb  was 
an  earnest  and  active  patriot.  He  accompanied  Montgomery  to  Quebec  in  1775,  where 
he  was  wounded  and  made  prisoner.  He  was  then  a captain  of  artillery.  Exchanged 
the  next  sujnmer,  he  relumed  to  New  York,  was  j^romoted  to  major,  and  attached  to  the 
regiment  of  artillery  under  General  Knox.  From  the  expedition  to  Quebec  at  the  begin, 
ning  of  the  war  to  the  siege  of  Yorktown  at  the  end  of  it,  Lamb  was  a gallant  and  most 
useful  ollicer.  He  became  a member  of  the  New  York  Assembly.  He  was  appointed 
collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  Kew  York  by  President  Washington,  which  olfice  he 
held  until  his  death. 

f Alexander  McDougall  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1731  ; died  in  New  York  June  8, 
1780.  He  came  to  New  York  about  1755,  and  was  a printer  and  seaman  when  the 
quarrel  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  colonies  was  progressing.  He  issued 
an  inllammatory  address  in  1769,  concerning  the  action  of  the  Provinciad  Assembly, 
headed  “ To  the  Betrayed  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony,”  and  signed  A Son  of  Liberty.” 
Tliis,  the  assembly  declared,  was  an  infamous  and  seditious  libel.  5IeDougall  was 
put  in  prison,  and  was  there  visited  and  regaled  by  patriotic  nn  n and  women.  He  was 
finally  rch-ased,  and  liccame  one  of  the  leading  men  in  civil  and  military  life  throughout 
the  war  for  independence.  He  entered  the  army  as  colonel,  and  was  a major-general  in 
1777.  A di'legate  in  Congress  in  1781,  he  was  soon  appointed  “ ^Minister  of  hlarine” 
(Secretary  of  the  Navyi,  but  did  not  hold  the  office  long.  Ho  returned  to  the  army. 
He  was  chosen  a senator  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1783,  and  held  thut  position  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

’ ^ .John  iMorin  Scott  was  born  in  New  York  in  1730  : died  there  September  11,  1781. 
He  was  a graduate  of  Yale  College,  became  a lawyer,  and  hulding  a forcible  pen,  he 
joined  William  Livingston  in  writing  against  ministerial  measures  for  years  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  for  independence.  He  was  a most  ai'tive  and  influential  member 
of  the  Provincial  (’oimress  of  Neiv  York,  and  of  committees.  In  1770  he  was  made  a 
hrigadier-geiu  ral,  and  foii_rht  in  the  battle  of  Long  Islaml.  In  1777  he  was  chosen  State 
senator  ; was  Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  a member  ot  Congress  1780-83. 
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♦ vote  tin?  proceedings  of  the  assenildy  Y^ere  disa])]Vi’ovcd.  A < o-.m. 

• e presented  tlje  proceedings  of  tlie  meeting  to  tlie  asscaiiMv,  ;;!s  i 
■,  . <v  (MiUi1(K>iisly  received.  xVnother  liandl)ili  from  the  saim*  hand, 
^-lird  “ Legion/’  appeared  the  next  day,  in  ^vdiieh  the  actioji  of 

..-.x-inhly  was  denounced  as  “ base  and  inglorious,”  and  chaiycM!  that 

0.  ..1v  with  a betrayal  of  their  tmst.  This  second  attack  was  pi’o- 
' .•inieed  a libel  by  the  asseml)!}',  only  the  stanch  pati'iot  Philip  Sehuv- 

1. -r  voting  Xo.  They  offered  a reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  wi'iior. 

printer  of  the  handbills,  menaced  with  punishment,  told  thejii  it 
was  Alexander  McDougall,  a seaman,  VvTo  was  afterward  a conspicuous 
..iiiicr  in  the  Continental  army.  Ho  Avas  arrested,  and  refusing  to 
pa -ad  or  give  bail,  was  imprisoned  many  Aveeks  before  he  Avas  bi-cmuht 
!o  ti'ial.  Regarded  as  a martyr  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  liis  prison  was 
■iio  scene  of  daily  public  I'eceptions.  Some  of  the  most  rc[)utal)h‘  of 
t!>(‘  citizens  sympathizing  Avith  liim  frequently  A'isited  him.  lleiiig  a 
sailor,  he  Avas  regarded  as  the  true  type  of  im|)ris(.)ned  comnun'ca'/’ 
( )n  the  anniversaipv  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  his  healt  h Avas  diaiik 
'vith  honors  at  a banquet,  and  the  meeting  in  procession  visit('d  iiim  in 
his  ]>rison.  Ladies  of  distinction  daily  thronged  there.  Popula.r  sonars 
W(‘re  Avritten,  and  sung  under  his  ])i‘ison  bars,  and  em])lemalic  swo’  tis 
were  Avorn.  Jlis  Avords  Avhen  ordered  to  prison  Avere,  I I’ejoice  lliat  I 
am  the  lirst  to  suffer  for  lil)erty  sijice  the  commencement  of  our  glorioiN 
•Aruggle. ” He  Avms  finally  released  on  !>ail,  and  the  matter  Avas  wi>rly 
dropped  l)v  the  prosecutors.  McDougail  Avas  a true  type  of  Avhat 
generally  known  as  the  ''  common  peo])le'' — the  great  mass  of  citizens 
who  carry  on  the  chief  industries  of  a country — its  agriciiUim',  eom- 
nu*rce,  manufactures,  and  arts — and  create  its  Avealth. 

ComparatiA'e  quiet  preAXiiled  in  ATew  York  from  th<^  time  of  t];.* 
iMcDougall  excitement  until  the  arriAcil  of  the  news  of  Loi'd  Nortifs 
famous  Tea  Act,  Avhich  set  the  colonies  in  a blaze.  Tiie  ]h  opic 
\vli(‘re  resolved  to  0]>pose,  and  not  alloAv  a cargo  of  tt'u  to  bo  j.o.idod 
anywhere.  The  earliest  public  meeting  to  consider  the  reccpii«>n  tlict 
>liou!d  ])e  giA'cn  to  the  tea-ships,  Avhich  had  actuali}'  mailed  fiu-  .\m«-rica. 
'vas  held  in  the  city  of  ATcav  York  on  the  loth  of  October.  177=h 
niations  had  reached  the  city  on  the  1 Ith  that  a tea-ship  had  bt‘.-n 
<'rdmv<l  to  that  port  ; and  at  the  meeting  ludd  at  the  ( 'ollee- 1 b >um‘  m 
\\  all  Street,  grateful  thanks  Avere  A'oted  to  the*  patriotic  Anawican 
niei’chants  and  shipmasters  in  London  avIio  had  refused  to  rec<‘ivc  lea  as 
b'<Aht  from  the  Last  India  Tompany. 

fOi(‘U  the  tea-ship  (.Yoo'//)  arriv(Ml  at  Sarndv  1 loolc  i A pril  i",  1771) 
Lie  ca})tain  Avas  informed  by  a iiilot  of  the  drift  of  public  scut  inamt  in 
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j^cw  York,  and  lio  wisely  went  up  to  tlie  city  without  liis  vessel.  Tic 
found  that  sentiment  so  strong  against  allowing  him  to  land  his  cargo 
that  he  i*esolved  to  return  to  Eiigland  with  it.  AVhile  he  was  in  the 
city  a merciiant  vessel  arrived  with  eighteen  chests  oi  tea  hid(h.m  in  her 
cargo.  The  vigilant  Sons  of  Liheitv  discovered  them  and  cast  their 
contents  into  the  waters  of  the  harbor,  and  advised  the  captain  of  the 
vess(h  to  leave  the  city  as  soon  as  ])Ossible.  As  he  and  the  commander 
of  the  XojK'fj  put  olf  in  a small  boat  at  the  foot  of  Jlroad  Street  h;>r 
their  respective  vessels,  a multitude  on  shore  shouted  a farewell,  while 
the  thundem  of  cannon  fired  in  the  Fields  shook  the  city,  and  tlio 
people  hoisted  a flag  on  the  Lil^erty  Pole  in  token  of  triumph.  This 
Yew  Yo]-k  Tea  Party  occurred  several  months  after  the  famous  Poston 
Tea  Party. 

At  this  juncture  the  state  of  ]X)iitical  society  in  Yew  York  was  pecul- 
iar. Social  ditferences  had  ])roduced  tvv'o  quite  distinct  ]>arties  among 
j)iofessed  re})ul)licans,  which  were  designated  resp'ectively 
and  Tr'tlxrnvs  ; tlie  former  were  composed  of  the  merchants  and  gentry, 
and  the  latter  mostlv  of  mechanics.  The  latte)*  were  radicals,  and  the 
former  joined  Avith  the  Loyalists  in  attempts  to  check  the  influence  of 
the  zealous  democrats.  Yost  of  the  influential  juerchants  Avere  Avith 
these  Conservatives,  and  AA'ere,  as  usual,  aA^erse  to  commotions  AAdiicli 
disturi)  trade.  They  hesitated  to  enter  into  another  non-importation 
league.  They  held  a public  meeting,  and  ap|)ointed  a Committee  of 
Fifty-one  as  representatiA'es  ol  public  sentiment  in  YeAv  York.'’ 
They  publicly  repudiated  a.  strong  letter  which  the  radicals  had  sent  to 
tlieir  brethren  in  Poston  ; and  Avliiie  the  people  of  other  colonies 
approved  non-intercourse,  Ycav  YoiA,  as  represented  by  this  Grand 
Committee,  stood  alone  in  op])Osition  to  a stringent  non-intercoui*se 
league.  The  Loyalists  rejoiced,  and  a Avriter  in  Pivington's  Gazette 
exclaimed  Avitli  exultation  : 

“ And  so,  my  good  masters,  I find  it  no  joke. 

For  Yi>rk  has  stepp'd  forward  and  thrown  of!  the  yoke 
Of  Congress,  Committees,  and  even  King  Sears. 

Who  shows  you  good  nature  by  showing  his  ears.’’ 

The  Committe(‘  of  A^igikmce’ ’ a])pointed  by  the  Padicals  disre- 
garded the  a.e*t!on  of  the  (fraud  Coinmittee.  They  called  a mass- 
meeting of  tliO  citi/.(ms  in  the  Fields  on  the  PHh  of  Juiu\  1774.  That 
meeting  denounced  the  lukewarmness  of  the  (’ommittee  of  Fifty-oiue 
a.n<l  r(‘sol\'ed  to  ^alpport  the  Postonians  in  theii*  si]‘ugu!“.  Tlie  })ort  of 
the  latter  had  l.ieou  dosed  to  commerce  bA'  a I'oA'al  oivler.  It  Avas  an  insult 
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jind  an  injury  to  tlie  whole  continent,  and  onylit  to  ])o  resented  Iw  tlie 
whole.  Anothei*  meeting  was  called  in  the  Fi(‘lds  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
('Veiling  of  the  Gth  of  July,  “ to  hear  matters  ol*  the  utmost  imp(n‘tance 
to  the  reputation  of  the  people  and  their  security  as  fi*eemen.”  It  Avas 
an  immense  gathering,  and  Avas  ever  afterward  known  as  Tie  Great 
Meding  in  tie  Fields.  A strong  resolution  in  favor  of  non-importation 
Avas  ado})ted,  and  other  patriotic  measui*es  Avere  approA*ed.  In  the 
crowd  Avas  a lad,  seventeen  years  of  age,  delicate  and  girl-like  in  per- 
sonal grace  and  stature.  Some  avIio  knew  him  as  a student  at  King's 
(noAv  Columbia)  College,  of  much  intellectual  vigor,  urged  him  to  make 
a speech.  After  miicii  persuasion  he  complied.  With  rare  eloquence 
and  logic  he  discussed  the  jirinciples  iuA'olved  in  the  controversy,  de- 
liicted  the  sufferings  Americans  Avero  enduring  from  the  opjiression  of 
the  mother  country,  and  pointed  to  the  means  wliich  might  secure 
redress.  All  listened  in  Avomler  to  the  Avords  of  Avidsom  from  the  lips 
of  the  youth,  and  Avhen  he  ceased  speaking  there  was  a Avhispered 
murmur  in  the  croAvd,  ‘‘  It  is  a collegian  I it  is  a collegian  !''  Tiiat 
young  orator  AAvas  Alexander  Hamilton. 

Preparations  Avere  noAv  on  foot  for  a general  council  of  the  English- 
American  colonies.  The  citizens  of  Xcw  York  took  the  fn*st  ste})  in 
that  direction.  The  Sons  of  Liberty,  Avhom  the  Loyalists  called  ‘‘  The 
Presbyterian  Jesuits,’'  moAmd  by  the  injustice  and  menaces  of  tlie  Poston 
Port  Bill,  proposed,  in  Tfay,  177T,  by  their  reipresentative  committee,  a 
General  Congress  of  delegates.  They  sent  this  ]>roposition  to  Boston, 
urging  the  patriots  there  to  second  the  projXAsal.  They  also  sent  the 
same  to  the  Philadehphia  committee,  and  tlirough  them  to  the  southeiai 
cohmies.  There  Avas  general  acquiescence,  and  early  in  September 
delegates  from  twelve  of  the  colonies  met  in  ITtiladel[)hia  and  formed 
the  First  Continented  Congress. 

This  AA’as  the  beginning  of  a ncAV  era  in  the  Avorld's  history.  The 
tempest  of  retarlution  Avhich  the  British  kines  lords  ;ind  commons  had 
engendered  Avas  about  to  sAA'eep  over  the  Lnglish-American  colonies, 
and  by  its  energy  dismember  the  British  Empire  and  create  a new 
])(iwer  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  In  the  preliminary  events 
Avhich  usliered  in  that  era  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  had 
borne  a cons])icuous  part.  They  had  first  ])l;inted  the  seeds  of 
d('mocracy  in  Ameiica,  first  Aundicated  the  freedom  of  the  ]>ress,  and 
lirst  sugirested  the  use  of  three  great  foi’ces  Avhieli  kal  in  tlie  siic'cessful 
struge-le  for  the  independence  of  the  Amei'ican  ]'i('opl(.^ — namely,  Com- 
mitt!‘('s  of  CoriA'sjiomh'nce,  Xon-inqKirtatioii  la'agues,  and  a (h'uei*al 
<'oiigress  Avhich  foreshadowed  a ])ermaneut  union,  lii  that  Congress 
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the  city  of  Xew  Yoik  vras  represented  by  Jame.s  Duane, ^ John  Jay, 
Philip  LivIn^>‘stoii,  and  Isaac  Low — men  anJio  took  an  important  part  in 
its  deliberations.  One  of  them  (John  Jay),  then  only  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  wrote  the  able  Address  to  the  Peo[)le  of  Great  Britain,  adoptecl 
by  the  Congress,  and  formed  one  of  those  admirable  state  papei*s  put 
forth  by  that  body,  concerning  which  William  Pitt  saitl  in  the  British 
Parliament  : I must  declare  and  avow  that  in  all  my  reading  and  study 

of  history  (and  it  has  been  my  favorite  study — I liave  read  Tliucydides, 
and  have  studied  and  admired  the  master  states  of  the  world) — that  for 
solidity  of  reasoning,  force  of  sagacity,  and  wisdom  of  conclusion, 
nndei*  such  a complication  of  circumstances,  no  nation  or  body  of  men 
can  stand  in  ])reference  to  the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia.'’ 

At  that  time  the  city  of  Xew  York  contained  a population  of  about 
twenty-two  thousand.  The  city  had  expanded  northward  on  the 
narrow  island.  Streets  w^ere  opened  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway  as 
far  as  Peade  Street,  at  which  point  had  just  been  erected  the  Xew 
York  Hospital.  It  was  so  far  out  of  town  that  nol)ody  dreamed  the 
little  city  would  extend  so  far  inland  within  a hundred  years.  V\)  the 
Bowery  Lane  (now  the  Bowery),  then  running  through  the  open  country 
to  Stuyve.sanCs  country  seat,  the  streets  w^ere  laid  out  as  far  as  Hester 
Street,  and  up  Division  Street,  tlien  also  a country  road,  as  far  as 
Orciuird  Street. 

Tliere  were  three  newspapers  jmblished  in  the  city  at  that  time — 
Hugh  Gaine's  AYc  Yorlx  IMerevnj^  John  Holt's  New  } ork  Journal 
and  James  Bivingtou's  Xev:  York  Gazdte.  The  two  former  were  in 
sympathy  with  the  ])atriots  ; the  latter  favored  the  royal  side  in 
political  discussi(ms.  The  Jovrioil  w'as  the  successor  of  Zenger's  Jour- 
nuJ^  revived  by  Holt  in  17^7.  When  the  wair  for  independence  lu’oke 
out,  and  the  British  took  possession  of  the  city,  Gaine  and  Holt  fled, 
the  first  to  Xew  Jersey,  tlie  second  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Kingston, 
and  resumed  the  juiblication  of  their  res})ective  papers  at  the  i)laces  of 

James  Duane  wns  l>orn  in  the  city  of  Xew  York.  February  r»,  1733  ; died  in  Dnanes- 
burg,  X".  Y.,  February  1,  1707.  He  began  a settlement  in  173o  on  the  site  of  Dnaiies- 
burg,  a part  of  a large  e.state  which  he  inherited.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Colonel 
Robert  Livingston  of  the  “ manor.'’  An  active  patriot,  he  was  chosen  a delegate  to  the 
first  Continental  Congress  in  177-1  ; was  a member  of  the  Xew  York  Provincial  Conven- 
tion, and  was  on  th.e  committee  that  drafted  the  first  Constitution  of  the  State  of  X'ew 
York.  After  the  Dritish  evacuation  in  1783he  returned  to  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  was 
elected  the  first  mayor  under  the  new  Constitution.  In  1783-81  he  was  a member  of  the 
council  and  State  Senator,  and  was  also  a mcTiiberof  the  convention  of  the  State  of  X'ew 
York  which  adt'pted  tin-  Xational  Coustitution.  Hr.  Duane  was  Ihiitcd  States  District 
Judge  from  1780  to  17'Jl. 
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their  exile.  At  that  time  John  Andei-son,  a Scotchman,  was  piiblish- 
mu'  a small  Whig  newspaper  entitled  tlie  Cvnstitiitlonal  Gnzdte.  Jle 
lied  to  Connecticut.  Rivington,  who  had  become  zealous  in  the  cause 
of  the  crown,  remained.  Ilis  vigorous,  sharp,  jind  witty  thrusts  at  tlio 
patriotic  party  so  irritated  tlie  Sons  of  Libeidy  that  Isaac  Sears,^  in 
the  fall  of  1775,  at  the  head  of  a hundred  light -liorsemen  from  Con- 
necticut, went  to  the  city  at  noonday,  entered  Ihviugtou's  ])rinting- 
establisliinent  at  the  foot  of  AVali  Street,  destroyed  his  press,  and  put- 
ting his  t}q)o  into  bags  carried  them  away  and  made  bullets  of  them. 

The  First  Continental  Congress  took  a strong  position  in  opposition 
to  the  obnoxious  measures  of  the  British  G<jvernment.  They  adopted 
a general  non-importation  league  under  the  name  of  The  American 
Association.”  They  denounced  the  slave  trade,  ]>ut  forth  some  able 
state  papers,  above  mentioned,  and  sent  a copy  of  their  ])roceedings  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  then  in  England.  Vigilance  committees  were  appointed 
to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  association  were  not  evaded.  The 
Congress  adjourned  to  meet  again  the  following  iMay  , if  public  necessity 
should  require  them  to  do  so. 

The  patriotic  party  in  the  Xew  York  Assembly  tried  in  vain  to  have 
that  body  officially  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. The  leaven  of  loyalty  was  at  work  in  that  body,  and  tliere  was 
much  timidity  exhibited  as  the  great  crisis  approached.  Conservatism 
was  too  strong  for  the  patriots  in  that  body  to  effect  more  than  the 
adoption  of  a remonstrance,  but  it  was  so  l)old  in  its  utterances  that 
Parliament  refused  to  accept  it. 

Wlien  the  assembly  adjourned  in  April,  1775,  it  ^vas  final.  It  never 
met  again.  Tlie  people  in  the  city  took  ])ublic  matters  into  tlieir  own 
hands.  They  had  ap|)ointed  a committee  of  sixty  to  enforce  the  regu- 

Isaac  Soars  was  born  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  17'29;  died  in  CaiUoii,  China,  October 
28,  17SG.  He  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  active  of  the  Sons  of  Lit)crty  in  New 
York,  when  the  war  for  independence  was  a-kindlin;_r.  When  peditical  matters  arrested 
Ids  attention,  Sears  was  a successful  merchant  in  New  York,  carrying  on  trade  with 
Europe  and  the  Vv’est  Indies.  Erevious  to  engaging  in  trade  he  commanded  a privateer. 
He  lost  his  vessel  in  17G1,  and  then  settled  in  New  York.  In  the  Stamp  Act  excitement 
he  became  a leader  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  so  hold  and  active  did  he  become  that 
he  received  the  name  of  “ King  Sears. " The  Tories  and  the  Tory  newspaper  (Riving- 
ton's)  maligned,  ridiculed,  and  caricatured  him  without  stint.  Sears  retaliated  on 
Rivington.  One  day  in  November,  1 775,  he  entered  the  city  at  the  head-of  a troop  of 
Connecticut  horsemen,  and  in  open  day  destroyed  Rivingtoii’s  ])rinting  establishment. 
He  became  General  Charles  Lee’s  adjutant  in  177G,  hut  did  not  remain  long  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  When  the  vear  was  ended  his  business  and  fortune  were  gone,  and  in  17>>5 
ho  sailed  for  Canton  as  a supercargo.  Ho  sickened  on  the  passage,  and  died  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  China. 
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latioiis  of  the  association.  The  assenihly  having  refused  to  make 
provision  for  the  ap])ointment  of  delegates  to  the  Second  Continental 
Congress,  it  was  determined  to  organize  a Provincial  Congress.  Dele- 
gates from  tin;  several  counties  met  in  iXew  York  on  the  i?oth  of  A|)i*il 
and  a})pointed  delegades  to  the  Congress — namely,  Dhili})  Uvingston, 
James  J,)uane,  John  Alsoj).  John  Jay,  Simon  Boernm,  A^'iHiam  Floyd, 
Henry  Y^isner,  I'^hilip  Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Lewis  ]Torris,  Francis 
Lewis,  and  Jiohert  li.  Livingston. 

Adien  news  of  the  conflicts  at  Lexington  and  Coiicord  reached  Xew 
York,  five  days  after  their  occuri’ence,  the  citizens  were  greatly  excited. 
All  business  was  suspended.  The  Sons  of  Liberty,  avIio  had  gathered 
arms,  distrilmted  them  among  the  peceple,  and  a ]>aity  formed  them- 
selves into  a revolutionary  coi*ps  under  Captain  Samuel  Broome,  and 
assumed  tem])orarily  tlie  functions  of  the  municipal  government,  for  it 
vras  known  that  the  mayor  was  a loyalist.  They  obtained  the  keys  of 
the  Custom-House,  closed  it,  and  laid  an  embaigo  ii[)on  every  vessel  in 
])ort.  This  done,  they  proceeded  to  organize  a provisional  governnnmt 
for  the  city,  and  on  the  5th  of  IMay  the  peo])le  assembled  at  the  Coffee- 
House,  chose  one  liundred  of  their  fello^v-citizens  for  tlie  jairpose, 
invested  tliem  witli  the  cliarge  of  municipal  affairs,  and  ])ledged  them- 
selves to  obey  the  orders  of  the  committee.  It  was  com[)osed  of  the 
following  substantial  citizens  : 

Isaac  Low,  chairman  ; John  Jay,  Francis  Lewis,  John  Alsop,  Bhilip 
Livingston,  James  Duane,  Evert  Duyekman,  AVilliam  Seton,  TVilliam 
AY.  Ludlow,  Cornelius  CTo]g)er,  Abraham  Brinkerholi,  Henry  Bemsen, 
Ivobert  Bay,  Evert  Bancker,  JosejJi  TT.kten,  Alrraham  B.  Lott,  David 
Beekman,  Isaac  Boosevelt,  Gabriel  II.  Ludlow,  AYiliiam  AYalton,  Daniel 
Bhamix,  Frtalerick  day,  Smnuel  Broome,  Jolin  De  Lancey,  Augustus 
\Tin  Hormg  .Vbraham  Durvee,  Samuel  A'erplanck,  Budolphns  Bitzema, 
John  Aiorton,  Jose})h  Hallet,  IhJ)ert  Benson,  Abr;iham  Brasher, 
Imonard  Lisptmaol,  Nicholas  Hoffman,  Beter  A^an  Brugh  Livingston, 
Thomas  Alarsten,  Lewis  Bintard,  John  I inlay,  Eleazer  Tliher,  Jr.,  John 
Broome,  Jolin  B.  Aloore,  A'icholas  Bogart,  John  Anthony,  A^ictor 
Bicker,  AVillimn  Goforth,  Hercules  Alulligan,  Alexander  AlcDoiigall, 
John  Bead(‘,  Joseph  Ball,  George  Janeway,  John  A\"hite,  GaJnael  A\". 
Ludlow,  John  Lasheia  Theophilus  Anthonv.  Thomas  Smith,  ITchard 
Tates,  Oliver  Tt'inpleton.  Jacobus  A^aii  Landby,  Jervuniali  Blatt,  Beter 
S.  Curtenius,  Thomas  Bandall,  Lancaster  Burling,  Bimjamin  Kissam, 
Jacob  I.efferts,  .Anthony  A^an  Dam,  Abraham  AYalton,  Ilmnilton 
Young,  Fli(.'holas  B< i( .scvclt,  Cornelius  B.  Ijov,  I^rancis  B;:s.-''tt,  -'anu's 
Beekmam,  I’homas  I vers,  AVilliam  I>unning.  John  Berrien,  Ilenjr.min 
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'William  AV.  Gilbert,  Daiiiel  r)imscoml)C,  John  Lamb,  Licliard 
slia?-}).  John  Morin  Scott,  Jacob  Yan  Yoorhis,  Comfort  Sands,  Edward 
! Irinininu,  Peter  Goelet,  Gerrit  Kettletiis.  Thomas  Ibichanan.  James 
i )csl>i-osses,  Petrus  IWvanck,  and  Lott  Embree. 

This  committee  was  composed  of  the  leading  citizens  (T  Yew  York, 
riienged  in  various  professions  and  industries,  tlie  bone  and  sinew  of 
s)K,'i(‘ty  at  that  time.  Many  of  them  were  conspicuous  actors  in  the 
important  events  which  ensued  ; and  thousands  of  citizens  of  Yew 
\'ork  to-day  may  find  among,  and  point  with  just  pride  to,  the  names 
of  ancestors  which  appear  ujion  that  roll  of  honor. 

This  committee  immediately  assumed  the  control  of  the  city,  taking 
care  to  secure  wea})ons  for  possilJe  use,  sending  away  all  cannon  not 
h(‘longing  to  the  province,  and  prohibiting  the  sale  of  arms  to  persons 
suspected  of  lieing  hostile  to  the  patriots,  and  they  were  many.  They 
pi’csented  an  address  to  Governor-  Golden  explaining  the  oliject  of  their 
appointment,  and  assuring  him  that  they  should  use  eveiy  elTort  to 
maintain  peace  and  quiet  in  the  city. 

It  was  known  that  roval  reMments  were  coming  to  ZGew  York,  and 
the  committee  asked  the  Continental  Congress  for  instructions  how  to 
act  in  the  premises.  They  were  advised  not  to  oppose  their  landing, 
but  not  to  suffer  them  to  erect  fortifications,  and  to  act  on  the 
defensive.  In  the  Provincial  Congress  there  was  a strong  infusion  of 
Tory  elements,  and  they  exhibited  a timid  or  temporizing  policy  on  this 
occasion.  The  troops  landed  ; the  Provincial  Congress  obse(|uiously 
showed  great  deference  to  crown  ofTicers  ; the  Afda  man-of-war  lying 
ill  the  harbor  was  allowed  supplies  of  provisions  ; some  of  the  acts  of  the 
Sons  of  Liberty  were  rebuked,  and  there  seemed  to  be  more  of  a dis- 
]H)sition  to  produce  reconciliation  than  to  assert  the  rights  of  the  })eople. 
Edmund  Purke,  wlio  had  been  an  agent  for  the  province,  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  scriqmlous  timidity  ivliich  could  suffer  the  king's 
forces  to  possess  themselves  of  the  most  important  })ort  in  America.’’ 

"When,  soon  after  this,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  Poston,  the  com- 
mittee directed  that  they  should  take  no  munitions  of  war  with  them, 
(‘xcepting  their  arms  and  accoutrements.  Unmindful  of  this  order, 
they  were  proceeding  down  Proad  Street  to  embark  with  several 
"ivagons  loaded  with  arms,  when  they  were  discovered  by  Colonel 
iMarinus  Y\"illetty  who  hastily  gaJhered  some  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty, 

■"  !Mariuus  Willett  was  horn  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  July  31,  1710,  arul  died  in  New 
‘ ity  Au^nist  23),  IsJO.  Ho  was  qraduatod  at  Kings  (rnlnmbial  College  in  1700.  Ho 
S'  rvt‘d  uiulei*  Abercromlde  and  Rradstroet  in  17SS,  and  wlicn  the  t[uam.l  lu  tweon  Ciri’at 
i'-riiain  and  her  American  colonio-s  began,  Willett  v>as  one  of  the  most  energetic  of  tlm 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


confi’onted  the  troops,  seized  the  hoi^e  that  was  drawing  tlio  head 
wagon,  and  sto})ped  tiie  whole  train.  AVliile  dis})uting  witli  the  com- 
mander, the  Toiy  mayor  of  the  city  came  up  and  severely  reprinumded 
"Willett  for  thus  “ endangering  the  public  peace,”  when  the  latter  was 
joined  by  John  Morin  Scott,  one  of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
who  told  him  ho  was  riglit  ; that  the  troops  were  violating  orders,  and 
thev  must  not  be  allowed  to  take  the  arms  away.  Tlie  wagons  were 
turned  back,  and  the  troops,  in  light  marching  order,  were  allowed  to 
embark. 

AVar  had  now  begun.  Blood  had  flowed  at  Lexington.  Ticonderoga 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ])atriots.  Ethan  Allen  had  seized  it 
in  the  name  “ of  the  Great  Jehovali  and  the  Continental  Congress.” 
Tlie  battle  of  Bunker's  Jlill  soon  followed.  The  army  of  volunteers 
gathered  at  Cambridge  was  adopted  by  the  Congress  as  a Continental 
a.rmy,  and  "Washington  was  appointed  commander-in-chief.  YCith  his 
suite  lie  arrived  in  In  ew  York  on  the  25th  of  June.  The  roval  governor 

c.  o 

Tryon  had  arrived  the  night  before  and  been  cordially  received  by  the 
Tory  mayor  (Mathews)  and  the  common  council.  Here  vrere  the 
re])resentatives  of  the  two  great  parties  in  America. — "Whig  and  Tory— 
face  to  face.  The  situation  was  embarrassing,  and  for  a moment  the 
people  werti  at  their  wit’s  end.  The  two  municipal  governments  Avere 
hostile  to  each  other.  The  Provincial  Congress  then  in  session  in  the 
city  came  to  tlie  rescue  iiy  timidly  presenting  "Washington  Avith  a cau- 
tious address,  containing  nothing  that  tvould  arouse  the  anger  of  the 
British  lion.  For  a moment  the  patriotic  heart  of  tlie  city  beat  noise- 
lessly, and  Washington  ]iassed  on,  sure  of  tlie  pulilic  synpiathy,  Avhich 
Avas  only  su])})ressed,  and  on  the  3d  of  July  he  took  formal  command 
of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  Continental  Congress  ordered  Xetv  York  to  raise  regiments  of 
troops  and  to  fortify  tlie  passes  in  the  Hudson  Highlands.  The  Pro- 
vincial < .'ongress  directed  the  great  guns  of  the  Battery,  in  the  city,  to 
be  remove!  1 and  sent  up  the  river.  This  order  In^ought  matters  to  a 
crisis.  Cajitain  Lamb,  Avith  some  Sons  of  Liberty  and  other  citizens, 

opponents  of  the  ministr}'.  A lefuling  Son  of  Liberty,  he  a leader  in  the  rebellious 
movements  in  New  \ork  City.  He  entered  AleDougaU’s  regiment  as  caidain,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  invasion  of  Canada.  Promoted  to  lien  tenant-colonel,  lie  was  ordered  to 
Fort  Stanwix,  in  May,  1777,  and  participated  in  tlie  .stormy  events  of  that  neighborhood 
during  the  summer.  In  June,  1771),  he  joined,  the  army  under  AVashington.  and  was 
active  in  the  military  servi(*e  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  At  the  close  he  was 
chosen  sheritT  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  tille<l  the  ofiiee  eight  years.  In  1807  he 
was  chosen  mayi'r  of  the  city.  Colonel  AVillett  was  created  a brigadier-gi  iicial  iii  17'J2, 
but  never  entered  u])uu  the  duties  of  that  rank. 
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pnH'Ocded  to  execute  tlie  order  on  a pleasant  niglit  in  August.  "While 
><>  cimaged,  a musket  was  tired  u})on  them  from  a hai’gc  belonging  to 
the  The  tire  was  returned  by  Lamb's  part}g  killing  one  of  the 

crew'  and  wounding  several  others.  Tlie  A-sia  o})ened  a cannonade 
upon  the  towm,  which  caused  great  consternation  and  the  flight  of 
manv  of  the  inhabitants.  Lamb  and  his  men  persisted  in  this  work  in 
<pite  of  the  cannonade,  and  took  away  the  w'hole  twxmty-one  cannon 
fi-()iii  tlie  Battery.  After  that  the  Asia  wais  denied  sup])lies  from  the 
city,  and  Governor  Try  on,  perceiving  liis  danger,  took  counsel  of  his 
feai-s  and  fled  for  refuge  on  board  a British  man-ofwvar  in  the  harbor, 
where  he  attempted  to  exercise  civil  government  for  a wdiile.  After 
tliese  events  the  city  enjoyed  comparative  quiet  until  the  follow'ing 
s])i*ing,  disturbed  only  by  Sears’s  raid  upon  Eivingtoii’s  printing  esteb- 
lishment,  already  mentioned. 
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APRTTISII  army  commanded  l)y  Genei'al  Howe  liad  ])een  besieged 
in  Poston  during  tlie  winter  of  lT75-7(‘»,  and  in  Harcli  was  com- 
pelled to  lly  to  Halifax,  X.  S.,  by  sea.  leaving  Xew  England  in  ])osses- 
sion  of  the  ‘‘  rebels.'’  Yeanwhile  the  Piitish  ministry  had  conceived  a 
plan  for  se])arating  Xew  England  fi*oni  tlie  rest  of  the  colonies  by  the 
establishment  of  a line  of  military  posts  in  the  valleys  of  the  Hudson 
and  Lake  Cliamplain,  between  AYw  York  and  the  St.  Jaiwrence.  To 
do  this  Xew  York  must  be  seized. 

Aside  from  tliis  scheme,  Xew  York  appears  to  have  been  a coveted 
prize  for  the  Pritish,  and  early  in  1770  Howe  despatched  General 
Clinton  secndly  to  attack  it.  Suspecting  X’ew  York  to  be  Clinton's 
destination,  AYashington  sent  General  Charles  Lee  thither  ; and  on  tlie 
evacuation  (jf  Poston  in  Alarch,  the  commander-in-chief  marched  with 
nearly  tlie  whole  of  his  army  to  Xew  York,  ariiving  there  at  the 
middle  of  A])ril.  He  pushed  forward  the  defences  of  the  city  begun  liy 
General  Loixl  Stirling.  Fort  George,  on  the  site  of  Fort  Amsterdam, 
Avas  strengtliened,  numerous  batteries  Avere  constructed  on  tlie  shores 
of  the  Hudson  and  East  riA'eiv;,  and  lines  of  fortifications  Avere  Imilt 
across  the  island  from  ri\^er  to  ri\xr  not  far  from  the  city.  Strong  Fort 
AVhishiiigtoii  was  iinaily  built  on  the  highest  land  on  tlie  island  (now 
AYashington  Hm’ghts),  and  intrenchments  Avere  thrown  up  on  Harlem 
Heights.  In  the  summer  Washington  made  his  heiuhjuarters  a.t  Rich- 
mond II ill,  then  a country  retreat  at  the  (present)  junction  of  Charlton 
and  Nhiric'k  stivnUs. 

On  th(‘  loth  of  duly  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  Avere 
receiAmd  in  Xi'w  A'ork.  The  army  aaxis  drawn  ii})  into  hollow  sipia res 
by  brigades,  and  in  that  ]>osition  the  inpiortant  document  was  read  to 
each  bi'igade.  That  night  soldiei’s  and  citizens  joined  in  pulling  down 
the  equestrian  statUi‘  of  King  George,  Avhich  the  grateful  citizens  had 
caused  to  be  set  u])  in  the  Powling  Green  only  six  years  before.  They 
dragged  the  leadrm  image  through  the  streets  and  bi'olu'  it  in  ])ieces. 
Some  of  it  was  talvcn  to  ( 'oiina'cticut  and  nioulih'd  into  hiil!<ds. 

It  was  Avhile  Washington  had  his  hoadijuarters  at  Richmond  Hill  that  - 
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a ])]ot,  snirgested,  it  is  said,  by  Governor  Try  on,  to  mui'dcr  liim  was 
i!is(*i>vered.  One  of  Ids  Life  Guard  was  bribed  to  do  the  deed.  lie 
;iU(‘inpted  to  poison  his  general.  lie  liad  secured,  as  lie  thought,  a 
roufederate  in  the  person  of  the  maiden  who  waited  upon  AVashiiigton’s 
table.  She  allowed  the  miscreant  to  put  the  poison  in  a dish  of  green 
p<*as  she  was  about  to  set  before  the  commander-in-chief,  to  wliom  she 
•rave  warning  of  his  danger  when  she  placed  them  on  his  table.  The 
treacherous  guardsman  was  arrested,  found  guilty,  and  hanged.  This 
was  the  lirst  military  execution  in  Xew  York. 

At  the  close  of  June,  1770,  a IJritish  fleet  arrived  at  Sandv  Hook 
with  General  IIoweY  anny,  which  was  landed  on  Staten  Island,  and 
soon  afterward  the  British  general,  who  was  also  a ])eace  commissioner, 
attem})ted  to  0])en  a correspondence  with  Ybishington.  lie  addressed 
Ills  letter  to  **  George  Yhishington,  Esq. ’’  The  latter  refused  to  re- 
cihve  it,  as  the  address  ‘‘  was  not  in  a style  corresponding  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  situation  vdiich  he  held.''  Another  was  sent,  addressed 
••  George  'Washington,  etc.,  etc.,  etc."  This  was  refused,  as  it  did  not 
I'ecognize  his  public  character.  The  bearer  of  the  letters  explained  to 
Yhishington  their  purport,  which  was  to  grant  [lardons,"  etc. 
Washington  replied  that  the  Americans  had  committed  no  olTeiices 
which  needed  paixlonsj  and  the  affair  was  dropped.  Afterward  Gen- 
ei'al  and  Admiral  Ilovre  met  a committee  of  Congress  on  Staten  Island 
to  confer  on  the  subject  of  peace,  but  it  was  fruitless  of  any  apparent 
good. 

Soon  after  Howe's  troops  had  landed  they  v:ere  joined  by  forces 
inider  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  which  liad  been  repulsed  in  an  attack  upon 
('harleston,  S.  C.  Hessians — German  mercenaries  hired  l>y  the  British 
Goveiamient — also  came;  and  late  in  August  the  British  force  on 
Staten  Island  and  on  the  ships  was  more  than  twenty-live  thousand  in 
nnmlier.  On  the  25th  of  August  over  ten  thousand  of  these  had 
lamliHl  on  the  western  end  of  Long  Island,  prepared  to  attempt  the 
ra])ture  of  Yew  York.  Washington,  whose  army  was  then  about 
sto'enteen  thousand  strong,  had  caused  fortilications  to  l)e  constructed  at 
Brooklyn,  and  he  sent  over  a greater  part  of  his  forces  to  confront  the 
unvadem.  Tlie  battle  of  Long  Island  ensued,  and  was  disastrous  to  the 
Americans. 

ashiiigton  skilfully  conducted  the  remainder  not  killed  or  captured, 
!U  a retreat  across  the  East  Bivei’,  under  cover  of  a fog,  to  Yew  York, 
and  thence  to  Harlem  Heights  at  the  northern  end  of  the  island.  The 
’■'cit jui*rinu  British  followed  t:irdily,  crossed  the  East  Biver  at  Kip's 
i'av,  and  after  a sharp  battle  on  Harlem  Blains  took  pjossession  of  the 
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city  of  Xew  York,  or  whot  was  left  of  it.  The  British  had  pitched 
their  tents  near  the  city,  intending  to  enter  the  next  morning,  and 
were  in  repose.  Suddenly  at  midnight  arrows  of  lurid  tiame  shot 
heavenward  from  the  lower  jiart  of  the  town.  A conflagration  had 
been  accidentally  kindled  at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  had  fled  from  the  city,  and  few  were  left  to  fight  tlie 
flames,  which,  in  the  space  of  a few  hours,  devoured  about  five  hundred 
buildings.  The  soldiei's  and  sailom  from  the  vessels  in  the  river  stayed 
tlie  llames  before  they  reached  Mall  Street.  The  British  took  posses- 
sion of  the  city  of  Yew  York  in  September,  17TG,  and  held  it  until  Y”o- 
vember,  1783.  Ex-Governor  Golden  died  a few  days  alter  the  lire, 
aged  eighty-nine  veal's. 

A day  or  two  after  the  occupation  began,  Captain  Yathan  Hale,  of 
Connecticut,  was  brought  to  the  headcjiiarters  of  General  Howe  in  the 
Beekman  mansion  at  Turtle  Bay  (Forty-fifth  Street  and  East  Biver), 
where  he  was  condemned  as  a s])v.  He  was  confined  in  the  greenhouse 
that  night,  and  hanged  the  next  morning  under  the  supervision  of  the 
notorious  ])rovost-marshal,  Cunningham,  who  behaved  in  the  most 
brutal  manner  toward  his  victim.  Hale  is  justly  regarded  as  a martyr 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  ; Andre,  who  suffered  for  tlie  same  off'ence, 
was  the  victim  of  his  own  ambition. 

Yew  York  exhiliited  scenes  of  intense  sufferin<r  endured  bv  American 

O V 

prisoners  during  the  British  occipiation  of  the  city.  It  was  the  British 
hea(k]uartei*s  throughout  the  war.  The  ])rovost  jail  (now  the  Hall  of 
Eecords)  was  the  prison  for  captured  American  officers,  and  was  under 
the  direct  cliarge  of  Cunningham.  The  various  sugar-houses — the 
largest  building-s  in  the  city — wore  also  used  for  prisons,  and  some  of 
the  churches  were  converted  into  hospitals.  Old  hulks  of  vessels  were 
moored  in  the  Hudson  and  East  rivers,  and  used  as  floating  prisons. 
There  were  live  thousaml  Americans  suffering  in  the  ])i*isons  and  [irison- 
ships  at  Yew  Yoi*k  at  one  time,  and  they  were  dying  by  scores  evtu'y 
day.  Ill-treatment,  lack  of  humanity,  and  starvation  everywhere  pre- 
vailed. Yh)  care  was  taken  of  the  sick,"  wrote  t)ue  of  the  victims, 
“and  if  any  died  they  were  thrown  at  the  door  of  the  prison,  and  lay 
there  till  the  next  day,  when  they  were  ])ut  on  a cart  and  dra,wn  out  to 
the  intrenchments,  beyoml  the  Jews’  hurial-ground  [Chatham  Stjuare], 
where  they  were  interred  by  their  ferio'w-])risoncrs,  conducted  thither 
for  that  piir])ose.  The  dead  wer(‘,  thrown  into  a hole  ])romiscuously, 
without  the  usual  rites  of  se])ultiire.” 

The  “ pi'ison-ships,"  as  the  old  Imlks  were  called,  were,  if  possiUe, 
more  conspicuous  as  scenes  of  barbarous  treatment  than  the  jails  on 


Irj 


-i' 


fewfelS^SSSr  ^ 

:.^. .:....^-,iijffil||i oi-y.' - . ■>*  «a-* 

■ ,(,  i.1-  Tiii,'.l^i''"’'^^^^'J  ■ ■ j'-*^  OT9W:,. 

U'  . .;  'fm'  ''"•■•>“ 

'*%u  1 . : A''-'‘ " " '■-  W-  ‘ 

■rivjtiv  vj35:^  ]o  ' .-wi)bIi-  '-:,y- 

ni,e?  ,'i.„v‘  «<t-»-rt*''fl  »}JT  ^nWt8d.  3;.;“^ 

•*  V >.K»i  lU^thit  ‘'Utt  -JW'j!'''  \U,  If  ))-*/>■■"<  ';«!i J, ?*U  ,;\»,,*ii 

" ■ ■ ,<.:)  .i,  't  ^ -'.yv  ’^P: 

■ ';((«, j->'»  'idJ.  •!  - '.  ?»'"■)  . , ’<>',>- 

'/■-w;  .:■  rf ' ' •■ ' 



ii=3.-;  ••i'-«!*M '’.'U 'i\,  , J^it  ■.}:  '/'>:i- 'll':  ■•■•''•••:  ••<»  .;%•«  , 

: ’:si  -oM  ;i’  4 a»<  v«v.}^ 

■ 4iS^ ' ■ ■'.'%«;  iiviwA:?} . : ..n.'-:;=  Lattfwi  -.i,!*:.' 

,<.',n.„..  ,#X  .‘■'■--■‘t;  f:>' !■■■■";  '•  .’"'’‘■’X^^^w- 

. . ■'.  ■- ' V- v^Ii '3f4 

<n''>i'.c*f7.  *trf  f>”r! '•>•'!'■■»  imPm  <)itt""f'.’.  V>  ‘"'i'  ■ )'..k<>ilN!iil*a  '^k'-> 

''  -.({/-« 'f  ii  -V  ’i'  1<»  .,  /■'-'■'«■-  ' 

shI'}  v/na;  " ■'  --■f>iil''  ■<';  i7  orlJ, 

.-.KfewliPn  'm  ff<ww  ' - :1  - <r  |i(l«d*.il  . - 

■ ' ■-'Vm'j  " X'wt' •*''7  ■■■■'■','' ’"f**'"*^*  ■ 

V ; ■ /7  ii-mry  -i.i  -;fY/lk/%ISir'-f:3!:rSi$  jprS',  • 

•^’•- 


v7.1<>  ■■  .ri3  VI  .« R . . . 

' ' '■  " ■ ' " ■ ','•■  ’,'  ■■'■■■•■  ■.  - , 'T  V ■'•. 

* nij  4 M'H*  1 

, 7;,vj:v:i,  .:  '..yvVk?  in  lBUil‘iiy‘7 


,'|j1  ¥.Xf 


■•My- 


, , f I 


i.V  -n.r:^ 


■^''h 


li  ■ 


7xiyv.,uyX 


Oil- 


'j ; j.i'j 


OUTLINE  HISTORY,  1G09-1830. 


43 


vlmtv.  The  most  fiimous  (or  infamous)  of  these  was  the  Jersey^  tlie 
|;ir;,n‘st  of  the  group  and  tlie  longest  retained  in  that  service.  She  was 
liK  >nred  at  the  Wallabout  (now  the  Xavv-Yard  at  Ih’ooklyn),  and  was 
called  by  the  captives  “the  hell  afloat.”  These  captive  American 
siilors  composed  the  bulk  of  the  prisonei-s.  The  most  wanton  outrages 
w«‘i-e  suffered  by  the  poor  victims.  For  example  : “ One  night,”  said 
mih‘  of  them  avIio  escaped,  “ while  the  men  were  eagei'ly  pressing  to  the 
irrate  at  the  hatchway  to  obtain  a breath  of  pure  air  while  awaiting 
ili(‘ii’  turn  to  go  on  deck,  the  sentinel  thrust  his  bayonet  among  them, 
Killing  twenty-five  of  the  number  ; and  this  outrage  was  frequently 
r(*peated.”  The  number  of  deaths  in  tliis  “ hell  ” from  fever,  starva- 
tion, and  even  actual  suffocation  in  the  pent-iip  and  exhausted  air,  was 
frightful  ; and  every  morning  there  went  down  the  hatchway  from  the 
tlrck  the  fearful  cry  of  “ Rebels,  turn  out  your  dead  !”  Then  a score, 
sometimes,  of  dead  bodies  covered  with  vermin  would  be  carried  up  by 
tottering  half  skeletons,  their  suffering  com])anions,  when  they  were 
tak(‘u  to  the  shore  and  buried  in  the  sands  of  the  beach. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  eleven  thowsond  ^irnerivan  j'^risovers.  The  rem- 
nimts  of  their  bones  were  gathered  by  the  Tammany  Society  of  New 
York  and  deposited  in  a vault  near  the  entrance  to  the  Navy-Y^ird, 
with  funeral  ceremonies,  in  ISOS.  By  arrangements  made  by  the  Con- 
ti lamtal  Congress  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the  humane  and 
onmgetic  exertions  of  Elias  Boudinot,  commissaiy  of  ])i*isoners,  the  con- 
dition of  the  captives  was  much  ameliorated  during  the  later  years  of 
the  war.  But  the  sufferings  of  the  officers  in  the  provost  ])rison,  at  the 
hands  of  the  brutal  Cunningham,  continued.  lie  seemed  to  be  acting 
under  direct  orders  from  his  government  and  independent  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities.  In  his  confession  before  his  execution  in  England  for 
a capital  crime,  he  said  : “ I shudder  to  think  of  the  mui'ders  1 have 
l^’an  accessory  to,  vr'dh  and  vnihoni  orders  froni  (jovenunent,  es])ecially 
'visile  in  New  York,  during  which  time  there  were  moi-e  than  two 
thousand  prisoners  starved  in  the  different  churches  by  slopping  their 
rations,  which  I sold  !” 

In  duly,  ITTT,  the  State  of  New  York  was  organized  under  a cotisti- 
tuiion  adopted  at  Kingston  on  the  Hudson.  George  Clinton  was 
‘■Kvt(‘d  governor,  and  continued  in  the  office  about  twenty  years  con- 
^<‘cutive!y.  The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  was  held  at  Bough- 
h‘*fpsie  at  the  beginning  of  1T7S. 

Bi  the  summer  of  1778  New  York  suffm'ed  from  another  great  con- 
daLTi-.ition.  About  three  hundred  buildings  were  destroyed  in  the 
iS’-Jirhijorhood  of  Cruger’s  wharf,  on  the  East  River.  It  broke  out  in 
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Pearl  Street  (then  Dock  Street),  and  raged  for  several  hours.  The  fu'o 
companies  had  been  disbanded,  and  tlie  soldiers  who  tried  to  extinguish 
the  flames  effected  but  little,  owing  to  inexperience. 

The  Avinter  of  ITTH-SO  Avas  remarkable  for  intense  cold.  The  suffer- 
ings in  tlie  citv  of  Xcav  York,  especially  among  the  poor,  Avere  fearful. 
Sufficient  fuel  could  not  be  obtained,  for  the  citv  Avas  blockaded  on  tlie 
land  side  by  tlie  Americans.  Some  of  the  citizens  Avere  reduced  to 
great  extremities.  There  aaxu’c  instances  of  their  splitting  u])  chaiis 
and  tables  for  fuel  to  cook  their  breakfasts,  and  the  Avomen  and  children 
lay  in  bed  the  rest  of  the  day  to  keep  Avarni.  The  waters  about  the 
city  Avere  frozen  into  a solid  bridge  of  ice  for  forty  days,  and  the 
British  sent  eighty  heary  cannon  over  it  from  XeAv  York  to  Staten 
Island  to  repel  an  expected  invasion. 

The  arrest  and  execution  of  Andre  ])roduced  great  commotion  in 
YeAV  York  society  in  the  fall  of  ITSO.  The  inhabitants  Avere  mostly 
Tories.  The  AVhigs  had  left  the  city,  and  Tory  refugees  in  different 
parts  , of  the  country  had  flocked  back  to  the  city.  The  Americans 
Avere  anxious  to  obtain  the  pereon  of  Arnold  and  saAx  Andre.  Clinton 
AAXuld  not  give  him  up,  and  an  attemp/t  was  made  to  seize  him.  Ser- 
geant Cham})e  pretended  to  desert  from  the  American  army,  and  Avas 
Avarnily  receiAxd  by  the  traitor  at  dinton^s  headquarters.  It  Avas 
arranged  for  Champe  and  some  comrades  to  seize  Arnold  in  the  ganlen 
at  night,  gag  him,  take  him  to  a boat,  and  carry  him  to  'Washington's 
headquarters  at  Tappan.  Unfortunately,  Chanqie  Avas  ordered  by  the 
British  commander  to  go  south  Avith  the  ti’oops  on  tlie  very  day  when 
the  plot  Avas  to  be  executed,  and  it  failed. 

On  the  arriA'al  of  the  French  allies  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  the 
next  year,  the  Americans  ])repared  to  attack  Yew  Yorlc,  but  the  Avhole 
force  finally  marched  to  Virginia,  and  in  October  cajitured  CoriiAvallis 
and  his  anny  at  YorktoAvn.  This  A'ictory  virtually  ended  the  Avar,  liiit 
British  troojis  continued  to  occupy  Yew  YoiF  for  more  than  a year 
aftcrwai'd.  It  Avas  the  last  place  CAaicuated  by  them.  Preparations 
for  that  event  caused  a fearful  panic  among  the  Tory  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  who  dreaded  to  face  the  indignation  of  their  AVliig  fellow-citizens 
AA'lioiii  they  liad  op])ressed,  and  Avho  would  now  return  in  foi’ce  as 
Auctors.  So  more  than  a tliousand  of  them  left  their  homes  and  coun- 
try, and  tle(l  to  Yoaux  Scotia  in  British  transports.  The  troops  left  the 
harbor  on  the  25th  of  Y'ovember,  1ST3 — a (.lay  yet  celebrated  in  the 
city  each  year  as  “ EAXicuation  Day.” 

IkToo'  tlu^  troops  left,  under  the  ]u“ovisions  of  an  honorable  ti’oatv, 
they  committed  an  act  uuAA'orthy  of  the  British  name.  Tliey  nailed 
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ti.cir  Hnir  to  the  staff  in  Fort  George,  imreefed  the  halliards,  knocked 
tli»‘  cleats,  and  “ slashed  ’’  the  ])ole  to  prevent  Americans  ascending 
It  and  unfurling-  the  Stars  and  Stripes  there  before  the  departing  troops 
,l;.mld  be  out  of  sight.  They  were  frustrated  by  a young  American 
s.i:Ior  ( John  Yan  Arsdale,  who  died  in  18:3d),  Avho  ascended  tlic  flagstaff 
i.v  nailing  on  the  cleats  and  applying  sand  to  the  greased  ])ole.  In 
lias  way  he  soon  reached  the  top,  hauled  down  the  llritisli  colors,  and 
jjic(‘d  those  of  the  United  States  in  the  position.  This  was  accom- 
|.li>ii(Ml  wliile  the  British  vessels  were  yet  in  the  Lower  Bay. 

A o\v  occurred  the  closing  scene  of  the  Bevolution.  In  the  ‘‘great 
i«»om”  of  the  tavern  of  Samuel  Fraunces,  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and 
Fearl  streets,  AVashington  parted  with  his  oilicers  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1VS:3.  It  was  a scene  marked  by  great  tenderness  of  feelings 
<-11  the  ]>art  of  all  present.  Filling  a glass  with  wine  for  a farewell 
-entiment,  AVashington  turned  to  the  assembled  oilicers  and  said, 

|:  “ With  a heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  I now  take  leave  of  you,  and 

ir.ost  devoutly  wish  that  your  latter  days  may  be  as  pi’osperoiis  and 
!i:i|)])y  as  your  former  ones  have  been  glorious  and  honorable.”  lie 
I rm'sed  the  glass  to  his  lips,  and  continued,  “ I cannot  come  to  each  of 

1 vnii  to  take  niv  leave  ; Imt  I shall  be  obliged  if  each  one  will  coine  and 

I lake  mv  hand.  ” Tliey  did  so.  Xone  could  speak.  They  ail  emln-aced 

him  in  turn,  when  he  silently  left  the  room,  walked  to  AVhitehall,  and 
1 entered  a barge  to  convey  him  to  Baulus’s  Hook  (now  Jersey  City),  on 

Ills  way  to  Annapolis  to  surrender  his  commission  to  the  C’ontinental 
' Congress  sitting  there.  Y’^liat  a sublime  leave-taking,  under  the  cir- 
I cuiustances  ! 

Aew  I’ork  now  began  the  task  of  recuperation.  The  evil  effects  of 
a s(‘ven  years’  occu|)ation  by  foreign  troops  were  .seen  on  everv  side. 

I its  buildings  had  been  consumed  by  tire,  its  churches  desecrated  and 
I laid  waste,  its  commerce  destroyed  by  the  war,  its  ti'ensnrv  empty, 
people  estranged  from  each  other  by  differences  in  jiolitical  opin- 
ions  ; feuds  existing  everywhere,  and  criminations  and  i-ecriininations 
j I'l-odiicing  deep  bitterness  of  feeling  in  society  in  general.  Xew  York 
was  compelled  to  begin  life  anew,  as  it  were.  The  ti'ibute  which  it  had 
i paid  to  the  cause  of  fi-eedom  was  huge,  but  had  been  freely  given. 

1 The  WJiig  refugees  retm-ned  to  the  city,  many  of  them  to  iind  their 
‘Lvoliings  in  ruins.  There  was  no  change  made  in  the  cigv  govern- 
I iU(*nt.  The  old  cliarter,  the  organic  law,  was  resumed,  and  in  Febru- 
! ary,  i;s4,  James  Duane,  an  ardent  AVhig  who  haul  left  the  city  and 
j 1-ad  I'rturnod  to  his  farm  near  ('presmit)  Ci'anu'rcy  Pai-k  and  found  his 

! “"ino  burned  and  his  fortune  wrecked,  'was  chosen  mayor.  .Vlth(aigh 
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the  vitality  of  the  city  had  been  paralyzed,  yet  men — high-minded  and 
energetic  men,  who  constitute  a state — were  left,  and  their  intluencfi 
was  soon  manifested  in  the  visible  aspects  of  public  spirit  and  a revival 
of  commerce. 

Public  improvements  were  soon  projected,  but  not  much  was  done 
before  the  close  of  the  century.  The  population  numl^ered  about 
23,000,  and  there  was  only  hei'e  and  there  a dwelling  above  ITuri'ay 
Street  on  the  west  side,  and  Chatham  Scpiare  on  the  east  side.  There 
was  not  at  that  time  a bank  nor  insurance  company  in  the  city.  AVall 
Street,  where  they  now  abound,  was  tlien  the  most  elegant  jxirt  of  the 
city,  where  the  aristocracy  resided,  and  yet  most  of  the  Imilding-s  were 
of  wood,  roofed  with  shingles.  Tlie  sides  of  inany  were  so  covered. 
Brick  and  stone  were  seldom  used.  Ik'tween  Broadway  and  the  irudson 
Iliver,  above  Reade  Sti’eet,  might  be  seen  hundreds  of  cows  belonging 
to  the  citizens  grazing  in  tlie  fields. 

The  first  public  improvement  Ijegun  was  the  filling  in  of  the  “ Col- 
lect'” or  Fresh  Water  Pond,  where  the  Tombs  or  Halls  of  Justice,  or 
City  Prison,  now  stand.  This  task  was  begun  al)out  1700,  but  not 
completed  until  the  close  of  the  century.  Duane  and  Reade  streets 
Avere  o{)ened  through  the  southern  ])orti<m  of  tlie  district.  At  near  the 
close  of  the  century  a canal  was  cut  througli  Lispenard's  meadows  from 
thej‘ Collect”  to  the  Hudson  Itiver,  along  the  line  of  (present)  Canal 
Street,  forty  feet  wide,  with  a nai'row  street  on  each  side  of  it.  This 
accounts  for  the  greater  Avidth  of  C'anal  Street.  This  canal  was 
spanned  at  the  junction  of  Broadway  and  Canal  Street  lyv  an  ai*ched 
stone  bridge,  Avhich  was  subsetpiently  IniritMl  when  the  ground  Avas 
heightened  by  fdling  in.  an<l  the  canal  dise [>j)eai*ed.  That  bridge  may 
])e  discovered  in  future  ages,  and  be  regarded  by  auti(|uarians  as  a 
structure  belonging  to  a buried  city  ohh'r  than  Xew  f)]k. 

The  ‘‘  Commons”  ((dty  Hall  Park)  yet  lav  open,  and  occupied  only 
bv  the  ‘‘  Xew  Iha'ihwvtdl,”  the  “ Xew  flail,”  and  the  ^Vlmshouse  at  the 
northern  part.  Between  the  lattei*and  the  Bridewell  stood  the  gallows. 

In  lTh<)  the  tirst  sidewalks  in  the  city  wcw  laid  on  each  side  of  Broad- 
AvaA',  hetween  Vesey  and  iMurray  stivets.  They  Avere  of  .stone  and 
brick,  and  were  so  nan-ow  that  only  two  persons  might  walk  abreast. 
AboA'e  ^Murray  Street,  Broadway  pa.-<sed  oA'er  a series  of  hills,  the 
highest  at  (j)re.sent)  Worth  Sti\‘et.  The  grade  from  Duane  to  Canal 
Street  was  fixed  by  the  corp/oration  in  1737,  and  when  tin;  improve- 
ment Avas  made  Broatlway  A\ms  cut  through  tli(>  hill  at  Worth  (formerly 
Anthony)  Stj'etd  alnait  tw(mty-three  feet  below  its  surface.  The 
streets  Avere  first  .systematically  numbered  in  lTh‘k 
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During  tlie  deliberations  of  the  State  Convention  of  Xcw  York,  at 
I’oiiglikeepsie  in  the  suiiiiner  of  178s,  to  consider  the  National  Consti- 
tution, the  city  was  much  excited  by  the  disciissioits  of  o})[>osing  fac- 
tions. On  the  Sth  of  July,  eigliteen  days  before  that  instrument  was 
ratified  by  the  convention,  a frigate  called  “ The  Federal  sliip  Ilmrul- 
manned  l)y  seamen  and  marines,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Nicholson  and  accom[)anied  by  a vast  procession,  was  drawn  from  the 
Fowling  Green  to  Bayard's  farm,  near  Grand  Street,  where  tables  w'ere 
spread  and  dinner  provided  for  about  five  thousand  ])eople.  At  the 
head  was  a table  of  circular  form,  somewhat  elevated,  at  which  were 
seated  members  of  Congress,  their  principal  oliicers,  foreign  ambassa- 
dors, and  other  persons  of  distinction.  From  this  table  (.liverged  thir- 
t(W  other  tables,  at  which  the  great  concourse  sat.  It  was  the  first 
procession  of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  the  city. 

Greenleaf's  Patriotic  Pegister  spoke  so  sarcastically  of  this  Federal 
]»rocession"  that  the  friends  of  tlie  Constitution  Avere  gi'eatly  irritated  ; 
and  when  news  came  of  its  ratification,  a mob  broke  into  Greenleaf’s 
oliice  and  destroyed  the  type  and  presses.  They  next  attacked  the 
house  of  John  Lamb,  in  YJall  Street,  Avhich  was  so  well  defended  by 
the  oAvner  and  some  friends  beloAv  armed  Avith  muskets,  and  by  his 
daughter,  a maiden  sister,  and  a colored  senaint  stationed  in  the  attic 
AA’ith  a plentiful  supply  of  Dutch  tiles  and  broken  bottles,  that  the  riot- 
el's  soon  raised  the  siege. 

By  far  the  most  notable  event  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  NeAV 
York  after  the  Re\^olution  Avas  the  organization  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment under  the  neAV  Constitution,  and  the  inauguration  of  Y^ashing- 
ton  as  the  first  Bresident  of  the  United  States.  The  National  Consti- 
tution. framed  at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  had  been  duly  I’atified  in  1788, 
and  elections  for  electors  of  President  and  for  members  of  Congress 
had  been  held.  The  first  (Vnurress  under  the  new  Constitution  Avas 

O 

called  to  meet  at  New  York  on  the  4th  of  iMarch,  17811.  Only  a few 
inenibei*s  AA'ere  ]>resent  on  that  day,  and  it  Avas  not  until  the  6th  of 
April  that  a suhicient  number  appeared  to  form  a quorum.  On  that 
dav  the  electoral  A'ote  Avas  counted,  and  Geoi*ire  AVashiimton  aa'us  de- 
dared  to  be  elected  President,  and  John  Adams  \Tce-President. 

Adams  arrived  lirst.  He  Avas  met  at  King's  Bridge,  neai*  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  the  island,  on  the  r^lst  of  April,  by  botli  diouses  of 
('ongi’ess.  and  escorted  into  the  city  by  several  militaiy  companies.  At 
th»‘  (.’ity  Hall  he  deliA'eriMl  an  inaugural  address.  Ybfshington  arilved 
>'«>n  aft(‘i‘Avard.  His  joui-m'y  fi‘<>m  Yount  \"e]'no}\  had  been  a,  continuous 
n-iuiii[»hal  niai'ch.  He  Avas  giueted  by  the  citizens  evervAvhere  with 
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entlnisiasm,  and  lu's  rece|)tion  at  MiiiTay's  Avdiarf  in  Xew  Yorlc  was  an 
event  long  to  be  remembered.  He  was  escorted  to  Ids  future  residence 
in  Clierry  Street,  ne^'r  Franklin  Square,  and  dined  with  Governor 
Clinton  at  the  same  house  where  he  had  parted  with  his  ollicers.  In 
the  eveuiug  tlie  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  On  the  3oth  of  April, 
upon  tiie  outer  gallery  of  Federal  Hall,  overlooking  Wall  and  Broad 
streets,  he  took  the  oath  of  otlice,  admiidstered  by  Chancellor  Livings- 
ton in  the  presence  of  a large  multitude  of  citizens  who  crowded  the 
two  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hall.  When  ’\[rs.  Washington  arrived, 
a month  later,  she  was  received  with  a national  salute  of  thirteen  guns 
at  the  Battery. 

The  most  exciting  event  in  Xew  YoiL  from  the  evacuation  of  the 
city  until  the  organization  of  the  National  Government  was  a riot 
known  as  ‘‘  The  Doctors'  Wob.”  It  occurred  in  17SS.  Graves  in  the 
Potter's  Field  (now  AVashington  Square)  and  tlie  negro  burial-ground 
(at  Chandlers  and  Peade  streets,  east  of  Broadway),  and  in  private  cem- 
eteries, had  been  rifled  of  their  contents.  The  discovery  created  much 
public  excitement.  Paunor  exaggerated  the  facts,  and  every  ])hysician 
m the  city  was  suspected  of  the  act.  The  liospital  on  Broadway,  the 
only  one  in  the  city,  suddenly  became  an  ob-ject  of  horror,  as  the  sus- 
pected reci])ients  c>f  the  stolen  dead  bodies.  One  day  a student  tliere 
thouu’htlesslv  exhibited  a limb  of  a body  lie  was  dissecting  to  some 
boys  ])laying  near.  They  told  the  story.  It  spread  over  the  city,  and 
very  soon  an  excited  multitude  appeared  before  the  hospital.  They 
broke  into  the  building  and  destroyed  some  hue  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, which  had  been  imported.  The  terrified  physicians  were  seized, 
and  would  have  been  murdered  by  the  mob  had  not  the  authorities 
rescued  tliem  and  ]>]aced  them  in  the  jail.  The  |)opulace,  foiled, 
became  cnin|>ai‘atively  (piiet,  Imt  tlie  riot  Avas  renewed  Avith  more  A'io- 
lencc  the  next  niorniitg.  Hamilton,  fay,  and  others  haraaigued  the 
rioters,  but  were  assailed  Avith  bricks  and  stones.  In  the  afternoon 
matters  became  Avorse.  and  toAvard  evening:  the  mayor  ap’peared  Avith  a 
body  of  militia,  determined  to  fire  on  tlie  rioters  if  they  did  not  disperse 
or  desist.  The  filends  of  laAV  and  order  tried  to  prcA'ent  bloodshed,  and 
begged  the  mayor  not  to  fire  until  CA'erv  other  measui*e  had  failed. 
Again  .they  harangued  the  mob,  and  Avere  ansAAXuvd  by  a slioAver  of 
missile.s.  Tlie  Bari)ii  von  Steuben  begged  the  mayor  not  to  lire.  At 
that  moment  a .stone  struck  and  ])rostrated  him.  .Vs  he  aa'us  falling  he 
shouted,  “ Fire  ! i\rayor,  fire  !'’  The  mayor  no  longer  hesitated. 
He  ord("red  ihe  niilitia  to  iing  and  they  obey«Ml.  h'ive  of  th(‘ rioters 
Avere  kilh'd  and  seviaul  Aveiv  Avounded,  Avhen  the  rest  (.lis[)ersed. 
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York  was  the  seat  of  the  Colonial  Government  until  the  Eevo- 
1 j.mn,  anil  from  1TS4-  to  ITDT  it  was  the  State  ca[>ital,  when  Albany 
permanently  so.  During  that  period  two  sessions  of  the  State 
1 ,*:rislatui“e  were  held  at  roaghkee[)sie,  and  thi'ee  at  Albany.  From 
to  1700  it  was  the  seat  of  the  National  Government,  part  of  the 
under  the  Confederation,  and  a part  of  the  time  under  the  new 
( 'i.nstitution. 

I )m‘ing  the  residence  of  President  AYashington  in  New  York,  from 
April,  ITSO,  until  the  autumn  of  1790,  he  occupied  first  the  house  of 
( )>:^"(>od,  in  Cherry  Street,  and  after  I'ebruary,  1700,  a dwelling  on 
1 ’.roadway,  a little  below  Trinity  Church,  Avhich  Avas  subsequently  used 
as  a hotel  called  “ The  ^lansion  House.”  Ilis  public  and  [irivate  life 
was  marked  by  much  simplicity.  His  house  Avas  plainly  furnished  ; he 
la  Id  public  receptions  on  Tuesdays,  had  congressional  dinner-parties 
on  Thursdays,  and  on  Friday  evenings  ]\[rs.  YCasliington  held  recep- 
tions. On  Satm-day  he  rode  in  the  country  on  horseback  or  in  Ids  car- 
riage Avith  the  family,  often  taking  the  “ fourteen-mile  circuit”  on  the 
island.  On  Sundays  he  usually  attended  divine  service,  and  in  the 
cvtuiing  read  to  his  family,  receiving  no  visitors. 

AYashington  sometimes  attended  the  theatre  on  John  Street,  a small 
wooden  structure  used  hy  the  Pi'itish  for  amateiu’  performances  dm‘im»' 
thnir  occupation  of  the  city.  It  aauis  then  called  ‘‘  The  Theatre  Poval,” 
and  Avas  iirst  opened  hy  them  in  January,  1777.  Its  playbills  Avere 
headed  “ Charity,”  and  sometimes  For  the  Benefit  of  the  Orplians 
and  AYidoAA^s  of  Soldiers.’’  Tlie  British  otiicers  Avere  the  actors,  and 
feminine  parfs  Avere  played  by  young  subalterns.  ^Hien  Major  xVndre 
Was  in  the  city  he  Avas  actor  and  scene-'painter. 

Tile  first  regular  theatre  in  Zncav  York  Avas  erected  in  1750,  in  the 
r»*ar  of  the  cliurdi  on  Nassau  Street,  late  the  I'ost-Ofiice.  Hallam 
was  the  manager.  Y"hen  he  left  it  was  })iilled  down.  A second  was 
built  on  Beckman  Street,  near  Na.ssau  Street,  Avhieh  was  destroved  bv 
Iho  Sons  of  Libm'tv  during  the  Stamp  Act  excitiunent.  Another  was 
built  in  1707  on  John  Street — an  unsightly  olqeet  jiainted  red.  It  was 
used,  as  Ave  have  seen,  during  the  B(*volution  ; and  in  it  Avas  jiiayed,  in 
17s0>,  the  finst  American  drama  performed  on  a.  regular  stage  by  a com- 
’prmy  of  regular  comedians.  It  Avas  called  77/e  and  ^vas  Avrit- 

leii  by  Boyal  Tylei’,  of  Boston.  The  first  native-liorn  American  actor 
'•lobn  Martin)  was  a Noav  Yorkei*,  and  first  ap|)cared  on  the  stage  in 
Ah'W  d ()i*k  as  Young  Norval,  in  tlu*  winter  of  1700.  The  Bark  Tliea- 
bn,  whicli  ivmained  until  a comparatively  few  years  ago,  was  llmt 
‘•poiirit  early  in  170S. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


In  tlie  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  Xew  York  City  was 
scourged  by  yellow  fever.  It  had  ap})eared  there  in  1742,  when  many 
died  of  the  disease.  It  broke  out  in  1701,  near  Burling  Slij),  but  it 
was  so  late  m the  season  that  it  was  soon  checked  by  fi'osts.  It  rea}>- 
peared  early  in  August,  1705,  and  702  persons  died  before  frosts  ended 
it.  It  made  a more  dreadful  visit  in  1708,  beginning  at  the  latter  part 
of  July  and  ending  in  November.  About  2100  died  in  the  city,  besides 
almost  Avho  had  tied  from  it.  The  population  of  the  city  Avas  then 
about  55,000.  It  preATiiled  more  slightly  in  1700,  1800,  1803  (Avhen 
OA^er  000  ])erished),  1805,  1810,  1822,  and  1823.  AVhen  the  fever 
appeared  in  18o5,  so  great  AA’as  the  panic  that  oiie  third  of  the  ])0]mla- 
tion,  then  nuinbering  75,000,  fled  to  the  country.  The  fugitives  Avere 
mostly  from  the  four  loAver  A\amls  in  the  city. 

The  French  Itevolution  caused  the  division  of  the  Americans  into 
tAA’o  great  ])arties — Federalists^  and  FepaU  leans  or  F)e  mac  rats.  The 
latter,  led  by  Jefferson,  espoused  the  cause  of  the  French  ; the  former, 
led  by  Hamilton,  o})posed  the  infiuence  of  the  revolutionists.  Demo- 
cratic societies  in  imitation  of  the  Jacobin  cIuIas  in  Paris  Avere  formed, 
and  in  secret  promoted  violent  opposition  to  Washingtoirs  administra- 
tion. These  politicians  encouraged  Citizen  Genet"  in  Ids  defiance  of 
our  government.  He  met  Avith  an  enthusiastic  reception  in  XeAv  York. 
The  liberty  cap  aauis  hoisted  on  the  flagstaff  of  the  Tontine  Coffee- 
House  near  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  tricolored  cockades  Avere  Avorn, 
and  the  Harseillaise' ’ AAais  chanted  in  the  streets  of  Ncav  York.  The 
Fedendists  denounced  the  conduct  of  the  Frencli  minister.  They  Avere 
backed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Avarmly  sustained  the  Presi- 
dent’s ])roclamation  of  neutrality. 

When  Jay's  treaty  aauis  negotiated,  the  French  ])arty,”  as  the 
Democrats  Avere  called,  opposed  it  Avith  much  violence.  An  anony- 
mous handbill  called  a mass-meeting  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  in  Wall 
Street,  on  July  18,  17v>5,  to  consider  the  ti*eaty.  Poth  ])ai‘ties  attended 
in  full  force.  Aaron  P>urr  aauis  the  cliief  s])eaker  for  the  Democrats  ; 
Alexander  Hamilton  Avas  the  chief  S])eaker  for  the  Federa.lists.  In  the 
course  of  the  ]>roceedings  a scene  of  Adolence  ensued.  Hamilton 
mounted  the  “stoop”  of  a Dutch  house  at  the  c(Arner  of  Broad  and 
Wall  streets,  and  began  to  speak  in  faAa)r  of  the  treaty.  He  Avas 
dragged  to  the  ground  by  the  o|)])osing  ])arty  and  roughly  handled  in 
the  street.  Then  the  Democrats  ran  to  the  BoAvling  Green,  sla )uting 
and  liuzzaing,  Avbei’e  the  treaty  aauis  bunu'd  under  the  united  folds  of 
the  Fnmch  an<l  Amei’ican  Hags  to  tlu'  sound  of  the  Carmagnole. 

These  turbulent  events  in  Xcav  Yoi'k  and  elseAvhcre,  and  the  suiiport 
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^iven  by  the  secret  Democratic  societies  to  the  AVhiskey  Insurrection 
the  year  before,  caused  AVashington  to  denounce  secret  associations  as 
(ianucT'ous  to  the  ])ublic  welfare.  The  Tammany  Society  or  Columbian 
Order,  which  had  been  formed  at  the  beginning  of  TVashington's 
administration  as  a pati’iotic  and  benevolent  institution,  regarding  itself 
as  ])ointed  at,  and  being  largely  comj)osed  of  Republicans  or  Demo- 
crats, was  transformed  into  a j’lolitical  organization  in  o])position  to  the 
Fetleralists.  It  still  exists,  and  plays  an  imj)ortant  part  in  the  politics 
of  the  city  and  State. 

Merchants  of  ]N"ew  York  formed  a Tontine  Association  and  laiilt  the 
“ Tontine  Coffee-House’'  at  the  corner  of  TVall  and  AVater  Streets.  It 
was  opened  in  ITOT  as  a sort  of  Merchants’  Exchange.  The  shares 
were  each.  Each  subscriber  might  select  a nominee  for  each 

share  held  by  him,  during  whose  lifetime  he  or  she  was  to  receive  an 
ecjiial  pro]iortion  of  the  net  profits  from  the  investment  of  the  fund. 
A\Tien  the  number  of  nominees  should  be  reduced  to  seven  by  death, 
the  property  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  survivors  in  fee  simple.  That 
number  was  reached  in  1S7G.  Tlie  longevity  of  the  nominees  has  been 
remarkable.  Of  the  two  hundred  ami  three  at  the  beginning,  fifty-one 
were  living  sixty  yearns  afterward. 

On  the  south-east  side  of  the  Bowling  Green  a s])acious  and  elegant 
mansion  was  built,  in  17U0,  for  the  pui-posc  of  a residence  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  then  su])])oscd  Xew  York  City 
would  be  the  ])ermanent  seat  of  the  Xationai  Government.  AV^lien  that 
government  was  transferred  to  Philadeljihia,  this  mansion  was  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  governors  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  while  this  city 
was  the  seat  of  the  State  Government.  In  it  Governors  Clinton  and 
Jay  resided.  It  was  known  as  the  Government  House.  It  was  built 
cf  red  brick,  Avith  Ionic  columns  forming  a portico  in  front.  The 
building  was  on  a slight  elevation  of  ground. 
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CHAPTER  Y. 


At  the  beginning  of  this  century  the  city  of  Xew  York  contained 
- almost  Gl,0UO  inhabitants.  The  city  proper  was  bounded  on 
Broadway  by  Anthony  Street,  on  the  Hudson  River  l)y  Harrison 
Street,  and  on  the  East  River  by  Catharine  Street.  Y^ithin  these 
limits  the  dwellings  were  much  scattei’cd,  with  gaixlens  and  vacant  lots 
between  them.  Broadway  tlien  ended  at  Astor  I'lace,  then  the  south- 
ern boimd;iry  of  the  farm  of  Captain  Randall,  afterward  the  endow- 
ment of  the  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor. 

Tlie  old  Boston  })Ost-road  turned  eastward  below  Hadison  Square, 
and  runninii'  alone;  the  Rose  Hill  farm  inade  its  crooked  wav  to  Harlem. 
The  Rose  Hill  farm  was  owned  by  General  Gates.  His  house  stood 
near  the  corner  of  (present)  Twenty-second  Street  and  Second  Avenue, 
and  there  he  died  in  ISoO.  A Aveeping-^villow  tree  that  stood  at  the 
entrance  to  the  lane  leading  to  the  mansion  flourished  on  the  corner  of 
Twenty-second  Street  and  Third  .Vvemie  until  a few  years  ago.  Year 
there  a michdle  road  branched  olf  and  led  directly  to  Harlem.  The 
Kingsbridge  or  Bloomingdale  Itoad  was  a continuati<.)n  of  the  Bowery 
Lane,  })assing  through  jlanliattanville  to  Kingsbridge,  and  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  All)any  ))()st-road. 

Harlem  had  been  founded  1)V  the  early  Dutch  settlers  of  ]\[anhattan 
Island.  There  farniv^rs  seated  tliemselves  and  raiso'd  vegetables  for 
Xew  Amstei'dam,  on  the  untile  Harlem  Plains.  Greenwich  and  (’helsea 
were  two  little  vilhiges  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  island,  which,  lilce 
Harlem,  have  been  swallowed  in  the  voracious  maw  of  the  great  city. 
On  the  site  of  Y’^ashingtoii  Scpiare  was  the  Potter's  Field,  a })lace  of 
sepulture  for  the  [)oor  and  strangers. 

Puldic  gardems  had  now  become  favorite  places  of  resort,  the  most 
famous  of  which  were  the  ‘‘  Indian  (Aiccti's’’  aiul  Tyler's'’  at  Green- 
wich, Yauxhall  '’  at  the  junction  of  Yhirnm  and  Greenwich  Streets, 
and  afterward  ‘•  Yauxhall  ” between  Lafayette  Idace  and  Fourth 
Avenue,  on  the  site  of  the  Astor  Lihraiy.  Xear  the  junction  of  Bi’oad- 
way  and  Thiity-h airth  Strcfd,  on  the  Bloomingdah?  Road,  veas  tlu'- 
Strawberry  Hill  J Louse,"  and  at  the  junction  of  Charlton  and  Yarick 
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streets  was  the  Iticiimoiid  Hill  ’’  mansion,  Imilt  in  1770,  where 
IVashington  had  liis  quarters  for  a while  in  the  summer  of  1770.  It 
Avas  the  property  and  residence  of  Aaron  Ihirr  at  the  time  of  his  duel 
with  Hamilton,  in  Isod.  lie  sold  it  to  Jolm  Jacob  Astor,  and  it  was 
converted  into  a house  of  summer  entertainment  and  the  Richmond 
Hill  Theatre.  The  Chelsea  House”  was  upon  elevated  ground  not  far 
from  the  (present)  General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Ih’otestant 
Episcopal  Church. 

Pleasant  country  seats  now  adorned  the  island,  some  of  which  be- 
came historically  famous.  On  the  Incleberg  (l\[urray  Hill)  was  the  fine 
mansion  of  the  eminent  Quaker  merchant  of  the  Revolution,  Robert 
Hurray,  father  of  the  grammarian,  whose  patriotic  wife,  by  her  personal 
charms,  convei-sation,  and  wine,  detained  tlie  British  othcers  on  the  day 
thev  crossed  over  from  Long  Island,  long*  enough  to  allow  Putnam, 
with  the  I’emnant  of  the  American  aiany  left  in  the  city,  to  pass  by, 
Iiidden  by  intervening  woods,  and  safely  join  the  American  army  on 
Harlem  Ileiglits.  A little  further  up  the  Bloomingdale  Itoad  is  the 
Apthorpe  mansion,  where  YCashington  gave  instructions  to  A”athan 
Hale  when  he  went  on  his  fatal  errand  to  Long  Island,  and  where  the 
commander-in-chief  narrowly  escaped  cap/ture  l)y  the  troops  whose 
ollicers  were  detained  by  Hrs.  Hurray.  A'ear  Carmansville  is  The 
Grange,”  the  country  seat  of  General  Hamilton  at  the  time  of  his 
death  ; and  u|)on  Harlem  Heights  near  the  High  BiLlge  is  the  mansion 
of  Roger  i\rorris,  used  as  headquarters  by  AVashington  in  1770,  both 
well  preserved.  It  is  known  as  the  Jumel  estate. 

The  hospital  already  mentioned  was  the  only  one  in  the  city  at  the 
l»eo'inning  of  this  century.  The  corner-stone  was  hi  id  liy  Governor 
Try  on  in  1773.  A State  prison,  the  second  out'  built  in  the  United 
States,  was  completed  in  1700.  It  was  a large  stone  building  in  Green- 
wich Village,  on  the  shores  of  the  Hudson.  The  only  medical  school  in 
the  city  was  the  Aledical  Faculty  of  Columbia  Colh^ge,  organized  in 
KOs.  There  was  a small  city  dispensary  instituted  in  170v>  and  located 
in  the  rear  of  the  present  City  Hall,  fronting  on  Tryon  Row. 

Of  the  benevolent  institutions  in  the  city  at  the  beginning  of  this 
centuiy,  the  most  prominent  were  the  ^fci'>np  Sbc/e/y,  incorjiorated  in 
I77o/,  the  ('haml)<  r of  Commerce^  incor])orated  the  same  year,  with  pro- 
visions for  benevolent  work  ; the  Hnwane  Snrnff/^  founded  in  17S7  ; 
the  Sncir-ti/^  established  chiefly  by  the  Friends,  or 

Qhjakc]’s,  in  17S.-)  ; the  S<nJoj‘s''  Sntoj  ILi/'hn/\  founded  l)V  Captain  Ran- 
<neil  ill  I'vol  ; tlie  nf  \h  u dJ  'rjuoh-'Oiii  h , inci')!*- 

porated  in  1732,  as  an  almoner  for  the  necessities  of  the  families  of  its 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CTTY^ 


TiieiribGr*s  ; tl)e  Tahuturnij  Soctifi/^  or  Columbian  Order,  founded  in 
1T80  ; the  Sf.  Andreir^s  Soridi/^  and  several  ]\Lasomc  lodges. 

The  ])rinci|)ai  church  edilices  v'ere  tlie  South  Dutch  Ileformed,  in 
Garden  Street  ; the  Middle  Dutch  Eefoi’med,  co]*ner  of  fShissau  and 
Liberty  streets  (late  the  city  rost-Oihce),  in  which  the  English  service 
was  hi*st  introduced  in  1704  ; the  Xorth  Dutch  llefonned,  on  AVilliam 
Street  between  Fulton  and  Ann  streets  ; Trinity  Cliurch,  the  ]>rincipal 
of  seven  Episcopal  churches,  the  most  remote  from  the  City  Hall  then 
being  St.  Clark’s,  at  Eleventh  Street  and  Second  Avenue,  built  in  1705  ; 
the  Lutheran  C’hurch,  on  the  corner  of  William  and  Frankfort  sti'eets  ; 
German  Eeformed,  in  Nassau  Street  near  John  Street,  built  in  1765  ; 
First  Presbytei'ian  Church,  now  on  Fifth  Avenue;  the  “ Erick  Church,'’ 
in  Eeekman  Street,  at  an  angular  lot  known  as  “ the  Vineyard,”  built 
in  1767  ; the  Eutgers  Street  Church,  erected  m 1707  ; Scotch  Presby- 
terian Church,  on  Cedar  Street,  built  in  1758  ; and  the  Eeformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  Chambers  Street,  erected  in  1707. 

There  were  two  Baptist  churches.  The  first  erected  in  the  city  was 
built  of  bluestone,  in  Gold  Street  near  Fulton,  in  170O;f  the  second  was 
in  Oliver  Street,  near  Chatham  Square,  built  in  1705.  The  Methodists 
liad  three  churches — one  in  John  Street,  built  in  1768  ; another  in 
Forsyth  Street,  erected  in  1700  ; and  a third  in  Duane  Street,  built  in 
1705.  The  Friends  had  a meeting-house  in  Greene  Street,  near  Lib- 
erty, which  they  built  about  1703.  It  was  rebuilt  on  a larger  scale  in 
Liberty  Street  in  1803,  and  vras  afterward  transformed  into  a seed-store 
by  Grant  Thorburn.  Their  second  meeting-house  was  built  on  Pearl 
Street  in  1775,  and  was  taken  down  in  1834.  The  Moravians  had  a 
church  in  Fulton  Street,  near  William  Street,  erected  in  1751,  and  the 
Eoman  Catholics  had  one  church — St.  Peter's — on  tlie  corner  of  Church 
and  Barclay  streets,  erected  in  1786.  The  Je^^'s  had  a synagogue  on 
IMill  Sti'cet,  a lane  near  Hanover  Square,  Imilt  in  1730. 

The  only  public  library  in  the  city  at  tho  beginning  of  the  century 
was  the  Society  Lilmiry,  founded  in  1754.  The  Post-Ollice  was  kept 
in  a room  of  the  dwelling  of  the  postmaster  (General  Tlieodore  Bailey), 
on  the  corner  (jf  AVilliam  and  Garden  streets.  It  contained  about  one 

* T1i6  bell  of  this  cbnrch  (now  used  by  the  Reformed  Clmrcli  in  Lafayette  Place)  was 
made  in  .\msterdam  in  1731,  when  many  citizens  cast  in  silver  coins  while  the  metal 
was  in  fusion  before  the  easting.  It  was  the  gift  of  Abraham  De  1‘eystcr,  who  was 
mayor  of  New  York  Kiai-Do,  and  died  in  1728,  while  this  edifice  was  a-bnilding.  He 
directed  in  his  will  that  a bell  sliordd  be  procured  for  it  at  the  expense  of  his  estate. 

f The  >tone  of  tins  building  was  aiteiward  worked  into  the  church  ediiice  on  the 
corner  of  Mott  and  Broome  streets. 
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liundred  l)oxes.  Three  banks  wre  in  operation  in  the  city,  one  of 
wliicli  was  a Iri’anch  of  the  United  States  ikink,  whose  capital  wes 
S 10,000,000.  There  were  also  three  insiimnce  companies,  and  these, 
like  the  banks,  were  in  AVall  Street.  From  that  time  AVidl  Street  lias 
been  the  financial  centre  of  the  city.  There  were  then  seven  daily 
newspapers  published  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  one  weekly  ])aper, 
two  medical  journals  (one  published  quartei’ly  and  (uie  semi-annually), 
and  a religious  weekly  juiblished  by  T.  <k  J.  Swords,  who  established 
the  first  permanent  book-publishing  establishment  in  the  city  of  Yew 
York. 

The  Park  Theatre  was  then  the  only  playhouse  in  the  city.  There 
were  four  principal  public  market-houses  and  two  ferries — one  to 
Brooklyn,  the  other  to  Jei^ey  City.  Tlie  wells  in  the  city  were  un- 
wholesome, and  water  from  the  “ Tea-water  Pump,'-  at  the  corner  of 
Pearl  and  Chatham  streets,  was  carried  aliout  the  town  and  sold  for  a 
penny  a gallon.  The  TIanhattan  TYater  Com])any  vras  organized  at 
about  this  time,  with  banking  privileges.  T'liey  erected  a distributing 
reservoir  on  Chambers  Street — then  “ out  of  town'’ — pumped  tlie 
water  from  vmlls  sunk  in  the  vicinity,  and  distributed  it  through  bored 
logs.  So  early  as  177T  Christopher  Colies  had  })ro])osed  to  bring  water 
into  tlie  city  from  the  Bronx  Piver,  in  TVestchester  County,  but  tlie 
scheme  was  not  favorably  received  ; but  he  was  allowed  to  construct 
water-works  at  the  public  expense  on  the  cast  side  of  Bi*oadwav,  near 
Anthony  Street,  in  1770.  The  water  ivas  ]iumped  from  wells  and  the 
'‘Collect.”  The  scheme  was  a failure.  These  were  the  forerunners 
of  the  grand  Croton  sipiply  begun  in  1ST2. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  present  old  City  Jbdl  was  laid  in  b'^0.3,  and 
it  was  finished  in  ISl:?,  at  a cost  of  half  a million  dollars.  IMeanwhile 
the  most  important  practical  achievement  in  science  and  mechanics  in 
modern  times,  in  its  influence  upon  commerce  and  civilization,  occurred. 
It  was  the  permanent  estabiisliment  of  navigation  1)V  steam.  Ihibeit 
Fulton  and  Chancellor  Livimz\ston  had  constructed  the  steamboat 
Clen)wnt^  and  early  in  September,  1S07,  she  made  a successful  voyage 
with  passengers  to  Albany,  in  spite  of  v'ind  and  tide,  and  continued 
regular  tri])s  thereafter  between  Xew  York  and  Albany.  The  com- 
mercial value  of  this  event  to  the  city  of  Xew  Yoik  cannot  be  estimated. 

During  the  first  decade  of  this  century  De  AVitt  Clinton  was  mayor 
of  XYw  York,  and  under  his  auspices  the  initiatory  steps  toward  the 
establishment  of  the  free  puldic  school  system  in  X"ew  York  Avere 
t:ik('n.  In  1S05  the  Public  School  Society,  formed  chiefly  by  the 
Society  of  Friends,  Avas  incorporated,  and  l\fr.  Clinton  Avas  its  lirst 
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president.  Tlieir  first  scliool  was  0})cned  on  ’^ktadison  Street  near  Pearl 
Street,  with  forty  ])upils,  gathered  chielly  from  the  Iminhle  and  desti- 
tute fa.milies  of  the  city.  2^fany  were  taught  fre^,  aud  others  at  a nitnv 
nominal  ]U‘iee.  This  society  did  iioble  work  in  the  cause  of  education 
until  1S42,  wlien  ward  schools  were  established.  This  was  followed  by 
the  ])resent  ])ublic  free  school  system,  under  a Board  of  Education. 
Then  the  Puldic  School  Society  passed  out  of 'existence.  Its  mission 
Avas  accomplished.  Its  one  school  with  forty  scholars  has  expanded 
into  almost  three  hundred  schools  and  a free  college,  vcitli  thousands 
of  ])upils. 

Until  IS  10  the  ferry-boats  atXeiv  York  Avere  skiffs  or  roAA'-boats  and 
pirogues.  In  ISII:  the  horse-boat — a horizontal  treadmill — Avas  intro- 
duced, and  the  same  year  a steam  ferry-I)oat  was  placed  on  the  river 
between  Xcav  York  and  Brooklyn.  It  remained  the  only  steam  feny- 
boat  for  iminy  years.  The  horse-boats  disappeared  in  1825. 

The  city  Avas  noAv  extending  gradually  northward,  and  streets  Avere 
laid  out  I)eyoiid  the  Canal  Street  marsh.  The  Collect”  was  tilled  up, 
and  the  citizens  began  to  covet  residences  on  the  AA'ooded  hills  beyond 
Canal  Sti'cet.  This  movement  of  the  ]X)pulation  Avas  stimulated  Iw 
the  yellow  fcA'er,  Avhich  drove  a third  of  the  ])cople  of  the  city  to  the 
fields  and  Avoods  north  of  tlie  Collect"  or  Fi’esh  Water  Pond  in  1805. 

From  1811  Aatrious  causers  checked  the  growth  of  the  city  temporarily. 
Embargoes  to  force  the  British  GoAmrnment  to  be  just  had  fearfully 
smitten  its  commerce.  In  1811  a tire  occurred  in  Cliatham  Street, 
Avhich  consumed  nearly  one  hundred  houses.  In  the  summer  of  1812 
AA'ar  was  declared  against  Great  Britain,  Avhieh  gave  a clieck  to  all 
foreign  commerce,  and  the  chief  industry — the  mercantile-— of  the  city 
of  XeAv  Yi)vk  Avas  [»aralyzed. 

From  time  to  time  the  people  AAmre  excited  by  menaces  of  attacks  hy 
the  Britisli  forces.  They  Avere  notably  so  in  the  summer  of  1814. 
There  Avas  a ])OAverful  British  force  in  Chesa])eake  Bay,  and  a block- 
atling  s([uadron  a}>peared  on  the  Xcav  England  coasts,  klayor  Clinton 
is.sued  a stirring  address  to  the  |)eo])le  on  the  immediate  danger  of  an 
attack,  recommending  the  militia  to  1)0  in  leadiness,  and  calling  upon 
the  citizens  to  aid  in  completing  the  defences  of  the  city.  A mass- 
meeting of  citizens  aaxis  held  in  the  City  Hall  Park  on  August  hth. 
Avhen  a committee  of  tiie  common  council  Avas  chosen,  to  Avhom  Avas 
giA*en  ample  ])OAA*er  to  direct  the  inhabitants  in  efforts  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  city.  To  this  end  men  of  eA'erv  class  in  si^ciety  Avorked 
daily  in  s(juads.  under  (‘ho.'^en  loailtn'S,  on  fortifications  lu-ai*  Harlem  and 
at  Brooklyn,  klembers  of  churches  led  by  their  jiastors,  and  tiiose  of 
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jMMievoleiit  societies  and  the  various  trades  with  cliosen  leaders,  went 
out  in  groups  to  the  patriotic  task,  under  appropriate  banners.  These 
workcis  were  designated  as  follows  by  the  poet  Woodworth,  who  was 
a ])articipant  in  their  labors  : 

“Plumbers,  founders,  d}’ers,  tinners,  tanners,  sliavers, 

Sweeps,  clerks  and  criers,  jewellers,  engravers, 

Clothiers,  drapers,  players,  cartmen,  hatters,  tailors. 

Gaugers,  sealers,  weighers,  carpenters,  and  sailors.” 

The  zeal  of  the  people  was  intense,  and  very  soon  ISTew  York  was 
well  defended  by  fortifications  superintended  in  their  construction  by 
Jose] ill  G.  Swift,  the  first  graduate  of  West  Point  ^filitary  Academy, 
and  by  militia,  who  fiockefi  thither  from  the  river  counties. 

Although  a large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  A'ew  York  were 
n|'»poscd  to  the  war  at  the  beginning,  once  begun  their  patriotism 
llamed  out  conspicuously  by  public  acts.  At  a meeting  held  in  the 
1‘ark  five  days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  they  pledged  theii*  “ lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor’'  in  support  of  their ‘M^eloved 
country.”  They  made  their  words  good.  ^len  and  money  were  freely 
contributed  to  the  cause,  and  four  months  after  the  declaration  of 
war  twenty-six  privateers,  carrying  212  guns,  all  fully  manned,  were 
fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Yew  York.  Throughout  the  entire  war  the 
patriotism  of  the  citizens  was  conspicuously  disp/layed.  And  Avhen,  on 
Saturday  evening,  February  11,  1815,  the  Pritish  sloop-of-war  Favorite 
arrived  at  Yew  York  with  the  treaty  of  peace  ratified  by  the  Eiatish 
Government,  the  unexpected  glad  tidings  created  intense  joyfulness  in 
the  city.  Tlie  streets  were  soon  thronged  with  tlie  happy  ])eople,  and 
as  a placard  headed  “ Peace"  was  printed  at  tlie  oliice  of  the  Ferean- 
ilh'  Ailvertlrcr  and  was  thrown  out  of  a window  into  the  sti’cet,  it  was 
f>;igerly  caught  up  and  read  to  the  crowd,  who  received  the  news  with 
•"hoiits  of  joy.  The  immediate  effect  n])on  Icusiness  was  wonderful. 
Goin,  which  was  ten  per  cent  ]>remium,  fell  to  two  jier  cent  in  forty- 
oiglit  houi*s.  kSugars  fell  from  S2G  a hundredweiglit  to  812.50  ; tea 
from  82.25  to  81  a pound. 

In  h^ll  a system  of  laying  out  the  city  above  Houston  Street  was 
ndojited,  and  surveys  were  begun.  The  work  was  somewhat  inter- 
rujited  by  the  war.  It  was  completed  in  1821.  The  streets  were  laid 
in.  rectangles  above  Houston  Street.  Pegimiing  at  one,  they  were 
nnmboi'ed  upward  to  the  nortlK'rn  extremity  of  the  island.  The.se  were 
Cii('isi‘(-t(‘d  by  avemit's.  numlauhig  westward  from  tlu'  easti'rn  side  of 
tbe  i.^land  to  the  Hudson  River.  First  Avenue  was  a continuation  of 
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Allen  Street.  Between  it  and  the  East  River  were  Avenues  A,  B, 
and  C.  . 

The  war  created  utter  confusion  among  ])ollticians.  The  men  of 
each  ]rirty,  for  various  reasons,  had  alnmdoned  old  creeds  and  adopted 
new  ones.  The  most  prominent  result  was  tlie  almost  entire  dissolution 
of  the  Federal  party  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  Republican  party  into 
factions.  From  the  election  of  IMadison  to  the  presidtmcy  in  ISoh  the 
Re[)id)licans  in  A^ew  York  were  called  l\radisonians.  To  this  party  the 
Tammany  Society  adhered,  and  their  hall,  built  in  ISll,  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  ^tadisonians.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  Republican 
party  was  split  into  two  great  divisions,  calfal  respectively  Madisoni- 
ans  and  Clintonians,  the  latter  l>eing  adherents  of  I)e  Witt  Clinton, 
who  in  ISIS  was  elected  governor  of  the  State  of  AYw  York.  He 
had  ])ersonally  urged  upon  the  att^mtion  of  the  people  the  great  scheme 
for  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal  ; now  he  brouglit  his  official 
influence  to  bear  upon  it,  and  it  wrts  completed  in  1S25. 

The  first  regular  line  of  packet  ships  between  A'ew  York  and  Liverpool 
was  established  in  ISIT  by  Isaac  Wright  A Son,  Francis  Thompson, 
Benjamin  lYarshall,  Jeremiah  Thompson,  and  Janies  Cropper.  It  was 
called  tlic  ‘‘  Black  Bail  Line,”  and  consisted  of  four  ships.  A packet 
sailed  the  first  day  of  every  month.  Soon  afterward  Byrnes,  Trimble 
A Co.  established  the  ‘‘  Red  Star  Line,"  of  four  ships,  one  sailing  on 
the  24th  of  each  month.  These  were  soon  followed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  “ Swallow  Tail  lane,”  by  Fish,  Grinnell  A Co.,  of  four 
ships,  w'hich  sailed  on  the  Sth  of  each  month.  IMeanwhile  four  ships 
had  been  added  to  tlie  ‘‘  Black  Ball  Line,”  Imt  in  ISIS  there  Avas  a 
fleet  of  sixteen  ])acket-ships  sailing  from  Is^ew  York,  with  a Aveeldy 
departure. 

The  Avoir  had  left  the  country  in  an  impoverished  condition,  but  its 
recuperation  Avas  Av<mdeiJid.  Commerce  had  rapidly  reAUA'ed.  The 
groAvth  of  tlie  city  and  its  trade  aaois  abnormal,  and.  a commercial 
revudsion  occurred  in  lSlS~Bf,  in  Avhich  Xcav  York  merchants  suffered 
severely. 

The  yelloAV  feAojr  appeared  in  LSld.  It  soon  disappeai’ed,  l.)ut  its  A'isit 
in  1822,  and  especially  in  1823,  Avas  Anny  fa.tal,  and  produced  a gi-eat 
panic,  llitliei'to  it  had  appeared  at  first  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  East 
RiA^er  ; noAv  it  began  in  Rector  Street,  on  the  Hudson  River  side, 
Avhich  had  alw'ays  been  regarded  as  a particularly  healthy  locality. 
The  disease  vvois  now  regarded  Avith  ]x'culiar  consternation.  All  per- 
sons avIio  Avere  aide  fled  from  tlie  city.  The  town  south  of  the  Bark 
was  fenced  off  and  nearly  deserted,  ami  all  intercourse  Avitii  tlie  in- 
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district,”  as  all  within  this  tempera rv  Avail  Avas  called,  Asms 
>!rirtlv  forbidden.  The  residents  Avithin  it  avIio  ssmre  unwilling  to  leaAm 
»Jh*ir  iiomes  svere  forcibly  removed  from  them  by  tin'  Hoard  of  Ilealtli. 
'i’iu*  city  became  an  almost  absolute  solitude,  broken  only  by  the  noise 
of  moving-  hearses  and  sad  funeral  ]>rocessions  of  a fesv  near  relatisms  of 
the  dead.  The  city  goAmrnment  tied  to  Greemvicli  ^"illage  (uoav  the 
Ninth  AVard),  and  thei-e  })erformed  tlieir  official  duties.  The  fields  and 
woods  beyond  Canal  Street  and  at  the  ujiper  ])art  of  Eroadway  Avere 
lilk'd  Avith  fugitives,  and  this  panic  materially  stimulated  the  improAm- 
lacait  of  property  in  that  Aucinity.  The  city  then  contained  about 
12e,o00  inhabitants. 

In  1S2T  Lafayette  came  to  the  United  States  as  the  guest  of  the 
niition.  Jle  arriAmd  at  Xcav  York  in  the  ship  at  the  middle  of 

.Viu’-ust.  Ilis  Ausit  AA'as  a great  event  in  the  social  liistorA"  of  XeAv 
York.  lie  first  landed  on  Staten  Island  on  Sunday,  and  remained 
llua-e,  the  guest  of  ex-GovQvnov  Daniel  I).  Tom])kins,  until  NIonday, 
whim  ho  Avas  escorted  OAmr  the  bay  by  a large  naval  ])rocession  and 
landed  at  Castle  Garden,  Avliile  ]Acals  of  bells  and  booming  of  cannon 
gave  him  a noisy  but  liearty  Aveicome.  From  tlie  Eattery  he  Avas 
(‘scorted  to  the  City  Hall,  Avliere  he  AAms  received  by  the  cor])oration 
and  Avelcomed  by  Nlayor  Paulding-.  During  Ids  sojourn  in  Yoav  York 
ii(‘ had  daily  receptions  at  the  City  Hall,  Avhere  thousands  of  citizens 
waited  upon  him.  On  tlie  oAmning  of  the  Stli  of  September  there  aauis 
a grand  performance  at  the  Park  Theatre  in  Ids  honor.  Some  of  the 
jdavlnlls  were  printed  on  Avldte  satin. 

'Die  next  yeai*  Yoav  York  and  its  surrounding  Avatem  became  the 
theatre  of  one  of  the  most  momentous  ermuts  in  the  histtary  of  the  city 
and  State.  Tlie  great  Erie  Canal,  dimly  dreamed  of  by  prescient 
minds  at  the  beginning-  of  the  century,  Avas  conph-ted  that  y<-ar,  and 
th(^  CAmnt  AA'as  celebrated  Avith  most  imposing  ceiemonies  at  XeAv  York. 
It  Avas  the  consummation  of  a scheme  to  connect  the  Avaters  of  the 
Creat  Lakes  Avith  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  means  of  an  artilicial  river 
tluv(Hiundred  and  sixty  miles  in  length,  and  the  grand  stream  of  the 
Hudson.  The  United  States  Government  had  been  asked  to  const  met 
d.  It  refused  ; AA'lien  the  State  of  XeAV  York,  ])i-ompted  by  the 
cTUM’gy  and  foresight  of  some  of  its  leading  citizens,  resoh'ed  to  do  the 
'V(>rk  unaided.  The  Legislature  Avas  induced  to  appoint  a board  of 
Canal  Commissioners  in  1811,  Avith  full  poAver  to  act.  The  AA'ar  of  1S12 
caused  a suspension  of  the  scheme.  At  the  beginning  of  181d.  it  Avas 
5'-\  ivi.‘d  by  a feAv  citizens  of  XeAV  York*,  among  the  most  prominent  of 
'vh'un  Avas  De  AYitt  Clinton,  Avlio  had  taken  great  interest  in  the 
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project  from  tlio  beginning'.  They  called  a ])ublic  meeting  ; "^^iUiani 
Bayai'd  was  its  chairman,  and  John  Pintard  its  secretary.  A memorial 
to  the  Legislature  was  adoj)ted,  and  in  April  a new  board  of  Canal 
C'ommissioners  was  appointed,  \eith  Clinton  as  ])resident.  A law  was 
])assed  authorizing  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  piwiding  funds 
for  the  same.  It  was  vehemently  opposed.  It  was  ridiculed,  during 
almost  the  seven  yearn  of  its  ])i’ogress  to  com])letion,  as  “ Clintoirs 
ditch.”  The  ground  was  first  lu'oken  on  the  Jth  of  July,  1S17,  imar 
Pome,  X.  Y.  The  middle  section  was  coni])leted  in  tlie  fall  of  ISll', 
and  the  first  boat  floated  upon  it  between  Ptica  and  Pome,  with  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  and  others  as  passengers.  YTien  the  great  work  was 
com])leted  the  city  of  Xew  York  was  selected  as  the  place  for  celebrat- 
ing the  triumph.  An  account  of  that  celebi-ation  may  bo  found  in  a 
future  cliaptei*. 

The  year  1$25  was  remarkable  for  other  notable  events  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York — namely,  the  introduction  of  illuminating  gas,  the  begin- 
ning of  the  erection  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  the  first  ajipearance 
of  the  Italian  opera  and  the  Sunday  news|)aper,  and  the  first  move- 
ment toward  founding  tlie  Xational  Academy  of  Design.  Tlie  city 
then  contained  10f>,00()  inhabitants,  was  divided  into  twelve  wards, 
and  had  two  hundred  and  forty  avenues,  streets,  and  lanes  designated 
by  names.  It  then  liegan  to  gro^\'  at  the  rate  of  lOOO  or  houses  a 
year.  It  contained  ninety  clinrches  (including  a Hebrew  synagogue), 
of  which  seventy-one  belonged  to  five  denominations.  Tlie  Presby- 
terians had  twenty-one,  Episcojialians  seventeen,  Pa]>tists  fourteen. 
Peformed  Dutch  twelve,  and  Minhodists  seven.  There  were  three 
])ublic  liliraries,  one  college  (('ohimbiaf,  two  medical  colleges,  eight 
(rdmost)  free  schools,  two  high  schools,  two  nn?dical  colleges,  om' 
eye  infirmary  and  a city  dis})ensary,  two  hos])itals  and  one  lunatic 
asylum,  one  medical  society,  about  twenty-fw'  chai'itable  and  benev- 
olent societies,  ami  about  twenty  societies  for  the  dissemination  of  th(‘ 
Cliristian  O'ligion.  There  were  ten  daily,  seven  semi-weekly,  ami 
eighteen  weekly  !iews[)a]>ers  ; four  magazines  (tw(")  of  them  religioiH 
and  one  medicalg  and  seven  priiicipal  book-publishei's  in  tlie  city.  In 
Is-ib  the  first  Sunday  newspaper  ] ml  dished  in  Xew  Yoik  was  issued. 
It  was  the  SuntJinj  Co)frip/\  publislu'd  by  Joseph  ('.  l\bdcher  at  tin- 
Tontine  (’olfee-l louse,  on  the  corner  of  M^all  and  Mhitef  sti-eMs. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  an  Academy  of  Eine  Arts,  a Lyceum  of 
Natural  History,  an  Athemeum,  a Historical  S(x-iety  (founded  in  lsti4*. 
and  a Horticultural  S(.)cicty.  There  wmv  eleven  public  mai-loets.  five 
puUic  prisons,  a State  prison,  a House  of  Pefuge,  and  an  almshouse. 
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Yi.  ii‘  \v('re  nineteen  banks,  and  ten  marine  and  tliirt\"-two  fire  insur- 
<-ouipanies,  witli  a welborganized  volunteer  lire  department. 

T!’;e  chief  public  buildings  were  the  elegant  City  Hall  in  the  Park, 
eailt  ef  marble  ; the  Masonic  Hall,  on  Broadway,  nearly  opposite  the 
l.ti-piial,  and  the  Merchants’  Exchange,  then  just  b('guiu  on  'Wall  Street 
h ]n\v  William  Street.  For  public  amusement  tlie  citizens  had  tlie 
American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  on  Barclay  Street,  the  Botunda  in 
!.e  Park,  where  panoramic  paintings  were  exhilhted,  tliree  museums, 
tlihv  public  gardens,  two  circuses,  and  four  theatres.  The  commerce 
ami  manufactures  of  the  city  were  now  extensive.  The  value  of  tlie 
loial  foreign  commerce  (imports  and  exports)  of  the  district  fi’om  1S:?1 
to  l averaged  about  SuS,000,000,  or  37  per  cent  of  that  of  the  whole 
I'nitetl  States.  The  district  embraced  the  greater  ])ortion  of  Long 
I -land,  Brooklyn,  Staten  Island,  tlie  Xew  Jersey  shore  above  Staten 
!>laiid,  including  Jersey  City  and  the  shores  of  the  Hudson  Fiver.  The 
valuation  of  property  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yorlc  in  1S25  Acas 
..hove  sl00,000,000,  on  Acliich  a little  less  than  SibhboO  taxes  Avere  paid 
aimiially. 

Such  was  XeAv  York  City  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  pres- 
ritt  century — the  dawn  of  its  neAV  era  of  growtli  and  ]>rosperity.  And 
here  the  narrative  sketched  in  brief  outline,  of  its  ju’ogress  from  an 
t^hscure  Dutch  trading-post  among  ba]*l)arians,  planted  early  in  the 
'*eventeenth  century,  to  a great  commercial  metropolis,  Avith  a popula- 
lit>n  of  almost  170,000,  is  ended.  Henceforth  the  story  of  that  groAA'th, 
tiiitil  hfew  York  lias  become  one  of  the  most  ])0[)ulous  cities  in  tlie 
'Aorld,  and  destined  to  become  the  metropolis  of  the  nations,  Avill  be 
told  in  much  greater  detail.  That  story  is  diAuded  into  fJe^YuIes  of 
O'xrs,  beginning  Avith  1S30,  the  time  Avhen  the  forces  back  of  the 
vivat  ])rosperity  of  the  city  had  gathered  potency  and  Avere  actively  at 
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CHAPTER  I. 


I FIRST  saw  the  city  of  Xew  York  in  the  year  1882.  It  was  then 
a marvellous  sight  for  the  eyes  of  a rustic  lad  whose  home  was  in 
a (juiet  village  on  the  Hudson  River  about  half  way  between  Xew  York 
and  Albany. 

The  city  limits  were  then  (as  now)  commensurate  with  the  County  of 
Xew  York,  and  comprehended  the  whole  of  ^lauhattan  Island,  which 
is  about  fourteen  miles  in  length  and  from  one  fourth  of  a mile  to  tAvo 
and  a quarter  miles  in  breadth.  The  city  proper — the  more  thickly 
inhabited  portions  of  it — extended  from  the  Battery  along  the  Hudson 
River  about  a mile  and  a half,  and  from  the  sarnie  point  along  the  East 
River  about  two  miles.  The  city  included  tlie  several  islands  in  the 
harbor  north  of  Staten  Island,  and  those  in  the  East  River. 

Along  Houston  Street  on  the  east  and  Ilaniersley  Street  on  the 
west,  the  inhabitants  were  essentially  snlnirban.  There  were  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  streets,  alleys,  and  avenues  south  of  those  which 
are  designated  by  numerals.  Many  of  tliese  streets  above  Canal  Street 
were  very  thinly  populated.  The  avenues  were  tlien  mei’e  prophecies 
of  future  population  and  business.  Only  the  Third  and  Eighth  xi ve- 
nues were  opened  to  the  Harlem  River  ; the  Fourth,  Seventh,  and 
Eleventh  were  not  opened  at  all. 

Xorthward  of  the  inhabited  portions  of  the  city  limits  Avere  seAmral 
villages  and  hamlets,  the  most  important  of  which  Avere  GreeiiAvich, 
lUoomingdale,  and  ^[anluittanville  on  the  Hudson  River  ; Yorkville 
in  the  centre  of  the  island  ; and  on  the  llailem  RiAxu*  aa’us  Harlem,  the 
senior  of  them  all,  for  it  aa'US  planted  by  Dutch  emigrants  from  XeAV 
Amsterdam  (XeAv  York  beloAV  AYall  Street)  more  than  tAvo  centuries 
ago.  They  settled  there  for  the  purpose  of  cultiAUiting  cabbages  and 
other  garden  truck”  for  the  A'illagers  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
island. 

The  human  ])opulation  of  XeAv  York  City  in  1880  Avas  a little  more 
than  tAvo  Imndred  thousand  in  nund)er.  ()Amr  these  citizens  and  aliens 
]>reside<l,  as  tlieir  chief  magistrate,  flavor  Matter  Bowne,  a thrifty 
hardware  merchant  in  Pearl  Street,  a gray-haired  man  of  sixty,  and 
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a scion  of  the  Quaker  family  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  wlio  entertained 
George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  sect  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  late  in  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  half  clecjule  of  years  immediately  preceding  the  year  1830  pi-e- 
sented  in  Xew  York  City  a most  exciting  drama  to  the  eye  of  the 
social  philosopher.  These  years  embraced  the  great  transition  period 
in  the  life  of  that  city.  They  were  the  closing  years  of  the  long-reign- 
ing dynasty  of  the  Knickerbockers,”  as  the  Dutch  element  of  the 
population  of  Yew  York  was  called,  and  the  successful  enthronement 
of  an  energetic  cosmopolitan  spirit,  which  speedily  transformed  the 
liitherto  quiet,  restful,  satisfied,  and  conservative  inhabitants  of  the 
staid  Dutch  town  into  a wide-awake,  bustling,  elbowing,  and  ever-rest- 
less  and  as})iring  multitude  of  men  and  women,  scrambling  for  the 
headsliip  of  every  class  in  the  great  scliool  of  human  activity.  This 
change  had  been  largely  wrought  by  the  infusion  of  a new  social  ele- 
ment from  neighboi'ing  communities. 

The  slumbering  city  of  Yew  York  had  been  surprised  and  invaded 
by  “ Green  i\roiintain  Boys,”  as  aggressive  as  Allen Y band,  and  others 
from  the  granite  hills  of  YY‘W  England,  Avith  some  congenial  s})ii'its  from 
the  West.  They  Avere  all  panoplied  in  the  armor  of  indomitable  Avill 
and  abiding  faith,  Avith  a determination  to  conquer  eAxny  difficulty  in 
their  way,  and  Avin  fortunes  Iw  their  industry,  thrift,  Avit,  and  skill. 
They  infused  their  own  spirit  into  tlie  life  of  the  consenTitiAm  dwellers 
in  the  city,  and  very  soon  society  became  a„  A'ast  kaleidoscope,  ])resent- 
ing  at  every  turn  new  and  startling  aspects  in  the  Avondrous  combina- 
tions producHnl  by  energetic  and  Avell-balanced  enterprise.  The  iuAaid- 
em  witli  rare  })ivscienee  had  interpreted  the  grand  pro|)hecies  of  the 
future  business  possibilities  of  that  island  city  seated  Avhere  the  Hudson 
])OUi*s  its  Hood  into  the  sea — that  beautiful  iB'er  just  Avedded,  as  Ave 
haA’e  seen,  to  the  Great  Lakes,  Avitli  their  magnilicent  doAvry  of  thou- 
sainls  of  s(juan*  miles  of  fertile  territory. 

This  Avas  the  jveriod  of  the  aAvakeniiig  to  new  and  prosperous  life  of 
the  whole  country.  Business  of  every  kiiid  had  been  readjusted  after 
the  great  disruption  caused  by  the  second  Avar  for  independence  : the 
national  debt  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  sdo, 000,000  before  : 
the qxditical  atmosphere  Avas  more  serene  than  it  had  been  since  the 
creation  of  the  Kepublic,  and  solid  and  permanent  pi*osperity  seemed  to 
be  assured. 

The  celebration  of  the  most  inq)ortant  and  pro{)itious  event  in  the 
history  of  th(‘  city  «>f  Ybnv  York — the  couq>!(‘tion  of  the  ureat  Frit' 
Canal — deserves  more  than  a passing  notice.  It  occurred  in  the  month 
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of  Xoveniber,  1825.  The  (lay  fixed  for  the  celebration  in  tlic  city  of 
Xt'W  York  was  the  4th  day  of  that  month. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  a balmy  morning  (the  26th  of  Oetolier)  tlie  watei’s 
of  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  flowed  into  the  Big  JJitch’’  (as  it  was  con- 
}<-ni[)tuoiisly  called  by  doubters  and  its  o|)j)onents)  for  the  first  time. 
4’he  event  was  hailed  with  loud  huzzas,  the  swinging  of  hats,  and  the 
waving  of  handkerchiefs  by  a multitude  assembled  (Ui  the  occasion. 

Tlie  news  of  this  first  inflowing  was  communicated  from  Buffalo  to 
New  York  in  the  s[)ace  of  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes.  This  was 
<lone  long  before  the  electro-magnetic  telegra[)li  began  its  marvellous 
careei*.  The  creator  of  its  intelligence  was  then  a portrait  painter  in 
the  city  of  Xew  York.  Tliat  message  was  conveyed  on  the  wings  of 
sound  from  booming  cannon  ])laced  at  intervals  along  the  line  of  tlie 
canal  and  tlie  Hudson  Eiver,  and  a response  Avas  returned  by  the  same 
Voices  and  in  the  same  space  of  time. 

A flotilla  of  canal-boats,  all  beautifully  decorated,  led  by  a large  one 
named  the  Seneca  Cltuf^  left  Jfutfalo  on  a journey  eastward  at  the 
moment  of  the  first  cannon  peal.  The  Chief  drawn  liy  four  richly 
cajiarisoned  gray  horses.  It  bore,  as  passengem.  Governor  De  AVitt 
riinton,  Lieutenant-Governor  General  James  J'allmadge,  General 
Stephen  A^an  Itensselaer,  the  Albany  luitroon  ; General  Solomon  AYin 
Bens.selaer,  Cokmel  AA^illiam  L.  Stone, a delegation  from  XeAv  York 
Gity,  and  numerous  invited  guests  and  ladies. 

One  of  the  canal-boats  named  AYe/B,s' ^l/'A’  liore  a l>ear,  two  fawns, 
two  (‘jtgles,  and  a variety  of  birds  and  “ four-footed  lieasts,'’  Avith  two 
Si'iieca  Indian  youths  in  the  costume  of  their  dusky  nation. 

lA’ery where  along  the  route  from  Buffalo  to  Albany  the  ]>eople 
irath(n*ed  in  crowds  at  villages  and  handets,  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  to  see  and  greet  the  noAud  processi(jn.  .\t  ]o)che.-,ter,  Avhere  the 
<‘anal  crossed  the  Genesee  IliAnn’  by  an  acjueduct  supported  by  stone 
arches,  a little  drama  aauis  performed.  A man  in  a small  b(.)at  on  the 

^Villiam  L.  Stone  ^v;1S  for  many  years  an  eminent  journalist  in  New  York  City.  He 
''as  Ijorn  at  Esopiis,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1792  ; removed  to  ("ooperstown  m ISOI).  wJiere  ho 
assist, fiither  in  the  care  of  a farm,  and  became  a printer.  In  1S13  he  ent»;red  upon 
his  cartHTof  a newspaper  editor,  and  pursued  it  in  several  iilaces.  and  finally  became  one 
"t  tin;  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  JYein  York  (’ounorrruil  A(lverHser  m \\  hu‘h  ho 

‘•■anibu-tid  until  the  time  of  his  death  at  Saratoga  Springs,  in  August,  1S14.  Colonel 
^'“m-  was  a genial  writer.  He  published  volumes  of  Tales  and  Essays,  ^Memoirs  of  Uraut 
and  U Jacket,  and  liad  gathered  and  prepared  materials  for  a life  of  Sir  William  John- 
“"U,  v.hieh  was  afterward  coni]'leteiI  by  his  son.  Ho  publisht-l  other  careful  books  from 
■ ‘ ’'O  1 • ri.  For  several  years  Colonel  Stone  was  suptuinteudent  of  common  schools  m 

city  i f New  York,  ami  was  an  etlicient  worker  in  the  cause  iT'  education. 
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GenesGO,  stationed  ostensii)ly  as  a sentinel,  called  out  to  the  Se?)eca 
h’/oV/’as  the  tlotilla  ent(?red  the  a(|uediiet  : 

“ AVho  comes  there 

Vour  brothers  from  tlie  AVest,  on  the  Avaters  of  the  Great  Lakes/’ 
responded  a voice  from  tlie  C/iirf. 

Lv  what  means  have  they  been  diveiled  so  far  from  their  natural 
course  /’  incjuired  the  sentinel. 

“ Through  the  channel  of  the  grand  Erie  Canal,”  answered  the 

C/urf. 

“ 13y  whose  authority  and  by  Avlioni  Avas  a Avoid:  of  such  magnitude 
accomplished  /'  asked  tlie  sentinel. 

‘‘  By  the  authority  and  by  the  enterprise  of  the  ])eople  of  /sew 
York,”  cried  many  A'oices  as  one  from  the  deck  of  the  Chuf. 

At  Eochester  another  canal-boat,  77c’  Yonufj  JJori  of  the  TlAs7, 
joined  tlie  liotilla.  It  had  on  board,  among  other  products  of  the  West, 
tAVO  living  wolves,  a fawn,  a fox,  four  raccoons,  and  two  eagles. 

The  flotilla  rested  over  the  Sabbatli  at  Utica,  where  it  arrived  late 
on  Simday  morning.  The  gOA^ernor  and  Ids  company  Avere  escorted  to 
a ])lace  of  public  Avoi'sliip  in  the  afternoon  by  a deputation  of  citizens, 
and  early  on  ddonday  morning  the  grand  procession  moved  on  doAvn 
the  beautiful  and  magnificent  ]\IohaA\dv  Talley,  the  natural  and  tlie 
artificial  lU'er  runidng  ])arallel  to  each  otlier  for  scores  of  miles. 

At  Alliany,  the  State  capital  an<l  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  canal, 
the  voyagers  Avere  met  liy  a large  civic  and  mditary  procession,  Avhicli 
escorted  tlu’  g-oATumor  and  other  pi-ojectors  and  friends  of  the  enterpi'ise 
to  the  Capitol,  where  interesting  services  Avere  held.  Peo})le  had  gath- 
ered in  Albany  fi’om  all  ])arts  of  eastern  and  noiTliei'n  Xew  York,  from 
Yermont,  and  eA'en  from  Canada,  to  witness  the  imposing  spectacle.  A 
grand  public  dinner  Avas  giA^en  l>y  the  coriporation  of  Albany,  at  AA'hich 
the  lion.  Philip  Hone,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  made  a 
stirring  congratulatory  speech,  and  in  behalf  of  the  coi'[)oi‘ation  of  his 
city  invited  that  of  Albany  to  accom})any  the  A’oyag<'rs  down  the  Hud- 
son Liver  and  acce[)t  the  hospitalities  of  the  commercial  metropolis. 
The  celebration  at  Albany  ended  Avith  a general  illumination  of  the 
little  city  of  lifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  and  an  appropilate  perform- 
ance at  the  theatre,  in  Avhich  Avas  exhibited  a picturesque  and  truthful 
canal  scene,  with  many  lioats  and  hoi’ses,  locks  and  otlnu*  accessories. 

From  Albany  to  Xew  Yoi’k  the  liotilla  of  canal-boats  Avas  toAA'ed  by 
Hudson  Livi‘1*  steameiis.  The  Chancellnp  Ltrio'jston  Avas  the  ‘Mlag- 
ship”  of  the  lh-*(g,  having  in  tow  tlu’  Xvevc,  Chhf,  whose  dist inguisln'd 
passengers  AV('re  transferred  to  luu’  escort,  and  Avere  joined  by  many 
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other’s.  Tlrey  inoved  at  an  early  lioiir  in  the  mornino'.  Groups  or 
crowds  of  men,  women,  and  childi’en  Avere  seen  on  the  sliores  of  the 
Hudson  at  many  points,  and  here  and  tliere  the  ii'reat  afpiatic  pi’oeession 
was  hailed  with  huzzas,  the  flinging  out  of  banners,  and  the  thunder  of 
cannon.  It  Avas  a sort  of  gala  time  in  the  A’alley  of  tlie  lower  Hudson, 
that  clear’,  cr’isp,  Xovernber  day  in  lS'2o, 

Arn])le  pre])arations  had  been  made  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  for  the 
celelu’ation  of  this  great  eA^ent.  So  early  as  Septemljer  Tth  the  mer- 
chants and  citizens  of  Xoaa'  York  had  held  a gr*eat  meeting  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  the  Tontine  CoiTee-llouse,  to  make 
arrangements  for  tlie  celebration.  John  Pintar-d  was  secretary  of  the 
meeting,  and  a])propriate  resolutions  concerning  ar’i’angements,  embody- 
ing a ])rogTmnme,  Avere  adojrted.  They  Avei’e  })re})ared  beforehand  by 
Pintar-d. 

Pefore  the  daAvit  of  the  morning  of  Xovernl'er  4th  the  great  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Charles  llhind  as  admiral,  was  anchored  off 
GieenAvich  Ahllage,  then  a sort  of  subui’b  of  Xew  Yoi’k  City.  The  sky 
Avas  cloudless,  and  at  sun-rising  the  day  Avas  welcomed  by  the  ringing 
of  the  city  bells  and  the  roar  of  cannon.  At  a signal  from  the  C7ia/i- 
crllor  Lu'a}fjst(m  flag's  A\*ere  run  up  and  unfui’led  all  over  the  city,  and 
at  the  naATil  and  military  posts  in  the  vicinity. 

A feAV  minutes  after  this  demonstration  the  large  anJ  new  steamboat 
^Va^'<Jdn[(fon^  bearing  aloft  the  great  banner*  of  the  corpoi*ation  display- 
ing the  arms  of  the  city  on  a spotless  Avhite  held,  ])i*oceeded  to  the 
anchor*ed  licet.  On  her  talfrail  AAais  disjrlayed  a beautiful  design,  made 
(‘Specially  in  honor  of  AVashingtori  and  Lafayette.  In  the  centi’c  was  a 
tro[)hy  of  various  ernlrlenrs  of  Avar  and  ]X‘ace.  Tliis  Avas  surmounted  by 
a bald  eagle.  On  the  right  side  of  tlie  trophy  Avas  the  poi'trait  of 
'Washington,  and  on  the  left  the  portrait  (*f  Lafayi’tte.  4'he  former 
vois  crowned  Avith  the  civic  Avreath  and  laui‘«4,  the  latter’  Avith  the 
laurel  (Uily.  The  Genius  of  America  Avas  in  tin*  act  of  ci*owning 'Wash- 
ington, and  the  incarirated  Spirit  of  Iirdepeirdence,  Avaving  a tlanring 
torch,  Avas  binding  the  brow  of  l.afayette.  Year  (‘ach  of  these  por- 
ti’aits  Avas  a medallion  bearing  emblems  of  agricultui'c  and  comnierce. 
riu‘  whole  rested  on  a section  of  the  globe,  and  tlu'  background  was  a 
glory  fi’om  the  trophy.  Each  corner  of  tin?  talfrail  was  tilled  Avith  a 
corirucopia  (Completing  the  Avhole  design,  “ on  which,’'  Avi’ote  ('olomd 
Stomn- the  histoi’ian  of  the  celelu'atioir,  “neither  painting  nor  gilding 
had  beeir  sparred  to  erdiance  theetfect." 

1 h(.‘  M I'sJd /Hjfuft , with  a comniittr'c of  the  (.-oi’poratioir  and  tlu‘  oHic(U*s 
’>1  lint  goA*ei*nor's  guard,  [iroceeded  to  the  fleet.  AVheii  she  came 
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Avitliiri  liailin^  distance  of  the  Si^iieca  one  of  liei*  officers  inquired 

of  the  sti’ange  craft  : 

Wht.M’e  are  you  fi’oni,  and  udiat  is  your  destination  ?” 

The  reply  was  sent  back  : 

Fi’om  Lake  Erie,  timl  bound  for  Sandy  Hook.’' 

The  uHhhxjfort  then  ran  alongside  the  ChanrdJor  LivinrfRfm} ^ when 
the  co)innittee  went  al)oai*d  the  latter  and  tendered  con uratulat ions  to 
the  governor  in  belialf  of  the  citizens  of  Xew  York,  represented  l>y  tlie 
corporation.  These  congratulations  Avere  presented  in  a speech  by 
Alderinan  Cowdry.  He  fiindly  Avelcoined  the  governor  and  his  fellow- 
travellers,  who  had  come  all  the  way  by  water  from  Lake  Erie  through 
the  heart  of  the  State  of  Yew  YoiL.  They  were  the  ])ioneers  in  that 
neAv  aqueous  liighway  of  coniinerce. 

At  an  early  hour  the  Avaters  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  and  of  Y'cav 
York  Harbor  Av ere  dotted  with  floating  c rad t of  cA'ery  kind,  from  the 
stately  British  sloop-of-war  to  the  pirogue  and  skiff,  all  alive  Avith 
human  beings.  The  line  ])acket-ship  Ilamlri.  })!‘C])ared  by  the  ^larine 
and  Yautical  Societies,  and  dressed  in  the  flags  of  various  nations  and 
priATite  signals,  appeared  in  the  Hudson  Liver  at  sunrise.  Commod<jre 
Chauncey  sent  an  officer  and  twenty  men  from  the  Yavy-Yard  at 
Brooklyn  to  assist  Captain  Collins  in  the  duties  of  tlie  shi})  during  the 
day.  The  two  societies  went  on  board  of  her  soon  after  eight  o’clock. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  the  cor])orations  and  invited  guests  proceeded 
to  the  steamij(.)ats  ]VaRli‘nijtoig  FuJfoyg  and  P rorl(h:nt\\  lying  at  the 
foot  of  Wall  Street.  There  was  also  the  steamlioat  Commerce^  Avith  the 
elegant  safety-barges  Ijult/  C/hifon  and  Ac////  Pciisselacr.  These 
barges  liad  been  ])rept\red  by  tlie  coi’iioration  for  the  use  of  invited 
ladies  and  theii*  attendants.  The  L<i<hj  C/ niton  was  profusely  decorated 
Avitli  evergreens  hung  in  festoons,  interwoven  Avith  roses  and  other 
floAvem.  In  a niche  beloAv  tlie  upper  deck  Avas  a bust  of  C-overnor 
Chnton,  Avith  a Avreath  of  lam\d  and  roses  enciivling  the  broAV.  On 
this  barge  Avm’C  the  Avife  of  the  gOAXTiior  and  a croAvd  of  distinguished 
ladies  in  their  liest  attii'e. 

The  fleet  from  Albany  in  the  Hudson  Itiver,  led  by  the  Cnancdlor 
LiviiHjsfon,  Avent  around  to  the  East  BiA'er  to  tlu^  YTiAw-Yai’d,  Avhere  a 
salute  Avas  fii’ed.  The  flagship  liei’e  took  on  lioard  the  ofUcH'rs  of  the 
station  Avith  their  tine  band  of  music,  and  Avei-e  greetc'd  by  the  otlicei-s 
from  West  Point,  aaTio  had  been  received  on  the  Jd ring-ston  the  preAuous 
cA^ening.  Tlaw  also  Avei'e  accompanied  by  lluhr  celebrated  band.  At 
this  tiiu(‘  the  Avhai'vns  and  buildings  and  tho  heights  of  Brooklyn  and 
the  shores  of  Ycav  York  from  Corlear's  Hook  t«.>  the  Battery  Avere 
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<hMis('ly  crowded  with  eager  specta.toi’s.  It  was  an  out])miring  of  the 
jMipulation  such  as  had  never  been  seen  on  the  shores  of  the  East 

'J'lie  fleet  jwoceeded  to  the  waters  l)etween  the  Eattery  and  Governor’s 
Island,  where  it  was  joined  ])v  the  gayly-decorated  ILnulef,  in  tow  by 
llie  Olh'er  KJhicorfli  and  IJoUcur.  Other  steamboats  towed  pilot  ves- 
s(‘lsand  a small  flotilla  belonging  to  AVhitehall  boatmen.  At  that  point 
the  admiral  of  the  fleet  for  the  occasion  (i\Ir.  Ithind)  signalled  the 
different  vessels  to  take  their  appointed  stations.  This  was  a most  in- 
ti'resting  spectacle,  and  these  movements  were  continually  applauded 
by  loud  huzzas  from  the  crowded  vessels  of  every  kind. 

In  New  York  Harbor  were  two  British  sloops-of-war,  Sv'allmr  and 
TYlien  everything  Avas  in  readiness,  the  fleet,  saluted  lyv 
till'  guns  at  the  Battery  and  of  the  castle  on  Governor's  Island,  made 
a sweep  toward  Jersey  City  around  these  vessels.  The  latter  saluted 
them  with  their  heavv  "uns  and  cheers  and  the  tune  of  Yankee 

I c 

Iloodle. ” In  response  to  this  com])liment  the  bands  on  the  ChanccUor 
Ln'hxjdon  played  ‘‘  God  save  the  King.”  Then  the  Avhole  procession, 
led  by  the  J.h'hxj.cion,  composed  of  twenty-nine  steam-vessels,  and  sail- 
ing shi])s,  schooners,  barges,  canal-l)oats  and  sail-l)oats,  iuoa^hI  toward 
Sandy  Hook,  Avithin  Avhich  the  Hnited  States  schooner  DulpJt'n  was 
moored.  As  the  grand  procession  emerged  from  the  Narrows  after 
]‘{‘ceiving  a salute  from  Forts  Lafayette  and  Tompkiiis,  it  Avas  ap- 
]>roached  by  the  iJoJjjhin,  as  a deputation  from  NTykiine,  to  inquire 
Avho  the  Ausitors  Avere,  and  AA'hat  Avas  the  object  of  their  coming.  A 
sjitisfactory  answer  haAing  been  gmm,  the  whole  fleet  formed  a circle 
iiround  the  schooner,  about  three  miles  in  cii'cumh'rence,  preparatory  to 
the  ci'owning  and  most  im]X)rtant  ceremony  of  the  occasioii,  namely, 
the  commingling  of  the  Avaters  of  Lake  Erie  with  those  of  the  Atlantic 
f fcean. 

Th(^  Sciu'ca  Chhf  had  borne  from  Buffalo  two  handsoim^  kegs, 
painted  gi*een,  Avith  gilded  hoops,  and  having  the  device'  of  a s])read 
ragle  cariying  in  its  beak  a rif)bon  on  Avhich  were  the  Avords  Watku 
or  Lake  Erik. ” One  of  these  kegs  was  taken  to  the  ('Intncdlor  JAr- 
nxjsion  and  received  by  the  governor,  Avhen  Admiral  Bhind  ad<lvessed 
bis  excellency,  saying  he  had  a re([iiest  to  make.  He  was  desirous,  he 
said,  of  pre.seiwmg  a portion  of  the  water  u x'd  on  that  memoral)le 
<K*casion,  in  order  to  send  it  to  our  distiiufuished  friend  and  lat('  illus* 
f*'n)us  visitor,  ^fajor-Gem'ral  Lafay(‘tt<‘,”  to  be  coma'yed  to  him  in 
in  a 1h.jx  made  from  a.  log  of  (-(alar  broiielit  from  Lake  Erie  in 
die  Chhf.  The  goA'ernor  thanked  dJr.  Bhind  for  his  suggestion. 
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:in(l  said  that  a more  pleasing  task  could  not  have  been  imposed  U])on 
liim. 

Tliere  was  now  silence  and  eagcn*  watching  among  tlie  vast  multitude 
floating  on  the  unrullied  bosom  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  near  Sandy 
Hook.  It  ^cavS  the  supreme  moment  of  the  occasion.  Governor  Clin- 
ton, lifting  the  keg  of  Erie  water  in  full  vie^v  of  the  spectators,  stej)ped 
to  the  side  of  the  Chnncrllor  Livlngdon.  and  poured  its  contents  into 
the  sea,  saying  : 

‘‘  This  solemnity,  at  this  ])lace,  on  the  first  arrival  of  vessels  from 
Lake  Erie,  is  intended  to  indicate  and  commemorate  the  navigable 
communication  which  has  l^een  accomplished  between  our  ]Mediter- 
ranean  seas  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  about  eight  years  to  the  extent 
of  moi'e  tluin  four  hundred  and  twenty-tive  miles,  by  the  wisdom,  ])ul)- 
lic  spii’it,  and  energy  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  A"ew  York  ; and  may 
the  God  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  smile  most  pro])itiously  on  this 
work,  and  render  it  subservient  to  the  best  interests  of  the  human 
race.’’  ” 

Tlie  eminent  Dr.  Samuel  L.  ^litchill,  of  Aew  York,  who  possessed 
water  from  many  connti’ies,  concluded  the  ceremonies  on  the  sea  by 
pouring  into  its  l)osom  small  vials  of  water  from  the  Ganges,  Indus,  and 
elordan  in  Asia  ; the  >Tile  and  the  Gambia  in  Africa  ; tlie  Thames,  the 
Seine,  the’  Ehine,  and  the  Danube  in  Europe  ; the  ^Mississippi  and 
Columbia  of  A^orth  Amei’ica  ; and  tlie  Orinoco,  La  Plata,  and  Ama- 
Z071  of  South  .Vmerica.  Dr.  IMitchill  then  delivered  a long  address. 

‘‘ AVhile  the  fleet  was  here  at  anchor,'-  says.  Colonel  Stone  in  his 
narrative  of  the  celebration,  ” a deputation  from  the  members  of  the 
Assembly  froiii  dilfei'ent  pai’ts  of  the  State,  wlio  wer<'  on  board  one  of 
the  steamboats  as  guests  of  the  corporation,  preceded  by  Clarkson 
Crolius,  Es(j.,f  then  Speaker,  paid  a visit  to  the  Sr>tu‘ca  C/oty’,  to  recip- 

* The  keg  from  which  water  from  Lake  Erie  was  poured  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is 
preserved,  as  a ju'ecious  memento  of  the  great  event,  among  the  collectioiiti  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society. 

f Clarkson  Crolius,  Sr.,  wa.s  born  in  the  city  of  New’  York  just  previous  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  for  independence — October  o,  1773.  Hi.s  ancestors  eamo  from 
Germany  and  settled  at  Now’  York  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  centnry.  They  settled 
in  tha  ward  (tiie  Sixth)  in  which  he  was  born,  which  he  re|)resented  in  the  municipal 
legislature,  and  in  which  he  died.  His  grandfather  established  the  tirst  stoneware  man- 
ufactory  in  the  colonies,  and  that  business  was  pursued  by  his  descendants  for  severc.l  : 
generations.  His  father  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and  when  tlie  British  took  ])ossession  of 
the  city,  in  the  fall  of  177G.  he  left  tlie  city.  His  property  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
vaders, and  was  not  recovered  hy  tlie  family  until  tlie  e\acuatiou  of  the  city  by  the  Brit- 
ish troops  late  in  17>’^:k  Jlis  brother  Jolui  w\is  a sohiier  in  the  w ar  of  the  Revolution, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  more  than  80  years,  dying  about  the  year  lS3o. 
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locate  congratulations  with  tlu'  I hitTalo  Committee  on  tlie  Completion 
of  the  Grand  Canal,  to  which  tlie  Legislature,  of  Avhich  they  were 
nuniibers,  had  made  the  last  and  iinishing  a])propriation. 

The  great  fleet,  after  sev<'ral  vessels  had  tired  a salute,  returned  to 
the  city  in  trium])hal  procession,  the  passengem  of  the  steamboats  par- 
taking of  a collation  on  the  way.  Again  the  grand  llotilla  swept 

]\Ir.  Crolius  pursued  the  business  of  his  father,  the  manufacturing  of  i)ottery,  and 
being  of  an  active  temperament  and  possessed  of  positive  convic  tions,  entered  the  arena 
of  political  strife  soon  after  attaining  to  his  majority.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Democratic  (or  Republican,  as  it  ^\;vs  called)  party,  founded  by  Jefferson-,  and  was  active 
in  the  canvass  which  raised  that  great  Virginian  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Ilepublic  in 
1801.  He  was  also  an  active  meinlu  r of  the  Tammany  Society. 

At  about  the  opening  of  the  present  eeiitury  Hr.  Crolius  was  elected  a member  of  the 
common  council,  representing  the  Sixth  Hard,  in  which  he  was  born.  As  .such  he  offici- 
ated at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  now  City  Hall,  in  the  Fields,  afterward 
known  as  City  Hall  Park,  or  the  Park,  in  1842  he  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  the 
common  council  who  were  present  on  that  occasion.  The  city  wa*s  then  divided  into 
nine  wards.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  mayor,  and  John  Ji.  Prevost  was  recorder.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  the  aldermen  and  assistant  aldermen  then  present  : 

Althrmen. — Wynandt  Van  Zandt.  Uiilip  Brasher,  John  Bogert,  John  P.  Bitter,  Jacob 
de  la  Hontagnie,  George  Janoway.  .Mangle  Hiiithorue,  Jacob  Hartin,  Jacob  Hansen. 
As.Asiauts. — Andrew  I^Iorris,  Caleb  S.  Biggs,  Jacob  J.e  Pioy,  Bobort  Bogardus,  Clarkson 
Crolius,  John  Beekman,  Whitehead  I’lsh,  James  Striker. 

Mr.  Crolius  remained  in  the  council  several  years.  He  was  the  grand  sachem  or  saga- 
more of  the  Tammany  Society  in  loll,  and  as  such  laid  the  corner-stone  of  Tammany 
Hail ; and  early  in  the  war  of  1812  he  was  major  of  the“  Adjutant-General’s  Begiment.” 
He  soon  afterward  was  appointed  to  the  same  rank  in  the  regular  service,  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  Governor’s  Island,  in  tlm  harbor  of  New  York.  During  the  absence  of  his 
f'uperiof  officer  he  held  command  of  that  post,  also  of  Bath  and  Sandy  Hook.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  re.siimed  his  busiiu  ss.  He  was  a very  popular  leader  in  the  Democratic 
party,  and  for  ten  years  was  a rejn-esentative  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  Assembly  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Crolius  was,  with  many  other  members  of  the  Legislature,  opposed  to  the 
Canal  scheme,  chiefly  under  a coTwiction  that  the  State  was  not  then  in  a condition  to 
sustain  the  expense  or  to  assume  the  inevitable  heavy  dt.4)t  its  coiistrnction  would  create. 
When  it  was  begun  he  was  among  t!u'  first  to  join  in  voting  means  for  its  completion. 

Being  a favorite  with  the  country  im'iiibcrs  of  the  Assembly,  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
that  body  in  1825,  by  a ■>i.r>an>)noii  ■;  \oU\  an  unprecedented  circumstuiice..  He  soon  atter- 
wiird  retired  from  active  jiolitieal  life,  but  official  stations  under  the  city  authorities  and 
the  gentiral  government  were  conicnanl  upon  him.  He  was  one  ot  the  most  active  of  the 
founders  of  the  American  Instituttg  and  was  one  of  its  viee-])rcsidcnts  for  seven  years. 
Be  died  irt  the  city  of  New  Y’ork  in  the  ward  in  which  he  was  born,  on  October  J,  184:?. 
Be  married,  in  1793,  Elizabeth  !Mevcv.  who  survived  him  many  years. 

As  an  honorable  and  energetic  business  man,  a promoter  of  the  best  interests  of  liis 
iiative  city,  as  a patriotic  soldier,  and  us  a faithful  r^.])resentative  cf  his  fdlow-citi/.ens 
in  the  city  and  Sra.te  legislatures,  (,'larkson  Crolius,  Sr.,  was  an  eminently  representative 
rkson  Crcliim.  .Iv.,  now  living  in  the  city,  vmicrable  in  years,  has 
a.-o  lu-eii  an  aldcaanan  in  New  York,  a luemb*  r of  tlie  State  Senate,  and  ever  active  in 
file  prumotroii  of  measures  for  tin  benefit  of  his  teliow-men. 
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around  tin?  Eriii:^]i  wai*- vessels,  receiviii<r  a siilute  from  them.  Each 
party  complimented  the  other  with  cheei’s  and  the  playing  of  *'  God 
save  the  King"  and  **  Yankee  JJuodle'*  hy  their  respective  miLsicians. 
The  ivissengei-s  Avere  all  landed  at  about  four  o’clock. 

Meanwhile  a vast  civic  procession,  such  as  had  never  ijefore  been  seen 
in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  had  been  formed  and  ])araded  through  the 
principal  streets,  under  the  direction  of  the  marshal  of  tlie  day,  Major- 
General  Flemming.  It  Avas  composed  of  representatives  of  every  re- 
spectable class  of  society,  arranged  in  org-anized  groups.  There  ap- 
peared the  seA'eral  bencA'olent  and  industilal  societies,  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Department,  the  literary  and  scientific  institutions,  the  membei*s 
of  the  bar.  the  officers  of  the  State  artillery  and  infantry  in  uniform, 
and  the  meiii!x?rs  of  many  occupations  and  callings  not  fonnally 
organized  into  societies,  accompanied  by  l)ands  of  music. 

This  procession,  six  aiireast,  Avas  formed  in  GlreeiiAvich  betAveen  nine 
and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morninu*.  the  right  resting  on  i\[arketlield  .Street, 
near  the  flattery.  It  mo\'ed  up  Greenwich  Street  (then  a fashionable 
place  of  residence)  to  Canal  .Street  : throuYn  C’anal  Street  to  Broad- 
AA'ay  : up  Bi-oadway  to  Broome  Street  (then  the  upper  ]xirt  of  the  city 
proper)  : up  Broome  Street  to  the  Bowery  ; down  the  Bowery  to 
Pearl  Street  ; down  Pearl  Street  to  tlie  Battery  : over  the  Battery 
to  Broadway  ; and  thence  to  the  new  (^’ity  Hall,  in  the  Piuk. 
At  the  Battery  the  jirocession  was  joined  by  the  voyagers  returning 
from  the  ocean — the  mayor  and  common  council  and  distinguished 
guests. 

The  scene  along  the  line  of  the  procession  presented  a most  imposing 
spectacle.  Each  s(x:-iety  seemc\l  emulous  to  excel  in  the  richness  and 
beauty  of  its  banner  and  the  respective  badges  and  decorations.  Many 
of  the  bannei's  ilis|)layed  ex(.|uisite  art  in  design  ami  exr*cution.  Many 
of  the  industrial  societies  ftAventy-two  in  numl)er)  had  furnished  thcm- 
seh'es  Avith  large  cars,  upon  Avhich  their  respective  artisans  Avere  busily 
engaged  in  their  several  occupations. 

Tlie  most  attractiA'e  performance  of  the  kind  Avas  on  the  ]n-inteis' 
car,  on  which  Avas  a |)rinting-press  constantly  at  Avoi  k striking  otT 
copies  of  a kmg  “Ode  for  the  C'anal  Celebi'ation.  ” Avritteii  for  the 
(ML-casion  at  the  reijuest  of  tlie  printei's  of  Xew  Ih»rk,  and  distributed  t«; 
the  populace.  The  following  are  tin*  opening  stanzas  : 

“ ’Tis  done  ! ’tis  ilone  1 The  mighty  chain 
AViiivh  j»>ins  hriu'ht  r > ih-  AIain-, 

For  shall 

The  aiory  of  our  native  State. 
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“ ’Tis  done  ! Proud  Airr  o’er  Xatuke  has  prevailed  ! 

Genius  and  Peuskvekance  have  suceceded  ! 

Though  selhsh  Prejudice  in  strength  assailed. 

While  honest  Peudence  pleaded. 

“ ’Tis  done  ! The  luonarch  of  the  briny  tide, 

Whose  giant  arms  encircle  Earth, 

To  virgin  Erie  is  allied, 

A bright-eyed  nymph  of  mountain  birth. 

To-day  the  Sire  of  Ocean  takes 
A sylvan  maiden  to  his  arms, 

The  Goddess  of  the  crystal  Lakes, 

In  all  her  native  charms  ! 

“ She  comes,  attended  by  a sparkling  train  ; 

The  Xaiads  of  the  West  her  nuptials  grace  ; 

She  meets  the  sceptred  Father  of  the  iMain, 

And  in  his  heaving  bosom  hides  her  virgin  face.” 

Some  of  the  cal’s  were  beautifully  ornamented  and  profusely  deco- 
rated with  evergreens.  Turkey  or  ih’ussels  carjtets  covered  the  llooi*s 
of  some  of  them,  and  some  fairly  glittered  with  gilding  in  the  light  of 
the  unclouded  sun  on  that  fair  Xovember  day. 

In  that  procession  was  appropriately  carried  a bust  of  Cliristopiier 
( ’olios, an  Englishman  who  came  to  Xew  York  before  tlie  Eevolu- 
iion,  and  was  nndoiibtedly  the  lirst  man  who  suggested  the  possibility 
and  the  advantage  of  an  artificial  vater-conimunication  between  the 
Hudson  Itiver  and  the  Lakes.  lie  lectured  on  canal  navigation  in  New 
York  so  early  as  1TT*2.  He  actually  made  a survey  of  the  ^Mohawk 
River  and  the  coiinfry  to  Wood  Creek,  that  empties  into  Lake  Ontario, 
lie  had  been  in  his  grave  f(.>ur  years  when  this  grand  canal  celebration 
occurred. 

The  gallant  Oolonel  Stone,  The  appointed  historian  of  the  event,  was 
^o  deo})ly  iiipiressed  with  the  whole  aifair  that  his  pen,  with  seeming 

* Christopher  Colics  was  bom  in  Irehmd  about  173S  ; vStudied  under  Richard  Pocoeke, 
Jill  eminent  Oriental  traveller,  and  became  an  expert  linguist  and  man  of  science.  On 
‘die  death  of  his  patron,  in  17G5,  he  came  to  America,  and  first  appeared  in  jmbhc  here  as 
a lecturer  on  canal  navigation  about  the  year  1772.  He  vas  a good  civil  engineer,  and 
proposed  to  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  schemes  for  supplying  the  city  with, 
pure  water.  But  his  projects  were  never  carried  out.  Colics  constructed  and  published 
a series  of  sci'tiomd  road  luaps,  which  vverc  engraved  hy  his  daughter.  He  was  a land 
surveyor,  made  paper  boxes,  and  assisted  almanac-makers  m their  caleul.-itions.  Colics 
also  manufactured  painters’  colors,  and  at  length  was  made  actuary  of  the  .Veademy  of  the 
1 me  .\rts.  Eminent  men  in  New  Y’ork  City  highly  esteemed  him,  but  he  died  in  com- 
! ar.aivo  obsi'urity  in  New  Y'lU'k  in  18*21.  Only  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis  and  John  Pintard,  v ith 
itiii(*iating  clergyman,  Picv.  Dr.  Creighton,  accompanied  lus  bmly  to  its  burial  in  the 
J‘ttlc  cemetery  on  Hudson  fstreet. 
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spojitaneity,  recorded  almost  gi‘aiKlil<.){|ii(^nt  ex{>ressions  when  dwelling 
on  the  subject  of  the  partici})ation  of  the  fairer  sex  in  the  unrivalled 
pageant.  He  wrote  : 

‘‘  The  eye  of  beauty,  too,  gazed  with  delight  upon  the  ])assing 
scene  ; for  every  window  was  thronged,  and  the  myriads  of  handker- 
chiefs which  fluttered  in  the  air  were  only  rivalled  in  whiteness  b\'  tlu^ 
delicate  hands  which  suspended  them  ; ^vhile  the  glowing  cheeks,  the 
ingenuous  smiles  of  loveliness  and  innocence,  and  the  intelligence  which 
beamed  l,)rightly  fi‘om  many  a sparkling  eye,  ])roclainied  their  })0sses- 
sors  worthy  of  being  the  wives,  mothers,  and  daughters  of  freemen.  Tt 
was,  in  fine,  a ])roud  s])cctacle  : but  language  fails  in  atteni})ting  its 
descri])ti(m — much  more  in  imparting  to  ])aper  the  sensations  whicli  it 
created.  It  is  not  ditilcult  to  describe  individual  objects  correctly,  but 
it  is  impossilde  to  portray  their  general  elfect  when  hap])ily  groupe<l 
togetlier.  It  is  amid  scenes  like  these — a fain!:  gleam  of  which  can 
only  be  conveyed  to  the  future  anticpiary  or  historian — that  the  mind  is 
absorbed  in  its  own  reflections,  musing  in  solitude,  though  surrounded 
by  the  gay  and  the  thoughtless,  and  literally  lost  in  its  own  iinagin- 
ings.’^- 

The  festivities  of  the  day  were  closed  in  the  evening  by  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  ])ublic  buildings,  the  jirincipal  hotels,  the  theatres,  museums, 
and  many  ]>rivate  dwellings.  On  several  of  these  Avere  transparencies 
with  ajipropriate  devices,  conceived  by  good  taste  and  intelligence,  and 
artistically  executed.  The  City  Hall  was  the  chief  point  of  attraction, 
hfo  ex])ense  had  been  s|)ared  1)V  the  corporation  in  making  its  illumina- 
tion and  attendant  fircAvorks  unsurpassed  in  brilliancy.  There  Avas  an 
immense  transparency  on  its  front,  exhibiting  aucavs  of  the  canal  and  a 
A’ariety  of  emblematical  figures.  The  fireAvorks  exceeded  tlie  public 
ex])ectations.  The  Hark  Avas  croAvded  Avith  delighted  spectators,  of 
both  sexes  and  of  all  ages,  from  the  crowing  infant  to  the  tottering  old 
man,  from  light  to  ten  thousand  being  the  com[nited  number.  At  the 
Hark  Theatre  an  interlude  com])osed  foi‘  the  occasion  Iw  i\r.  H.  Xoah 
Avas  ])(U‘formed,  and  elicited  great  apj)lause.  A similar  production  })re- 
])ared  by  Samuel  'WoodAvoith,  the  printer-p(xd,  for  the  occasion  aa'us 
performed  at  the  Chatham  Theatre. 

On  the  folloAving  day  (Saturday,  the  ath)  committees  from  the  "West 
Avere  entertained  at  a dinner  given  in  their  honor  on  board  the  (lurD- 

* Colonel  AViliiiUii  L.  Stone’s  narrative  of  the  celebration,  published  by  the  comniou 
council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  under  the  titl<'  of  “ The  (Iraiid  F.rie  Canal  Celebration.” 
Thi.s  vas  accompanieil  by  n nuunoir  of  th-'  L'reat  ])nl)lie  \\(u],.  by  CadwcJlader  D.  Coldon. 
Stone’s  narrative  has  furnished  the  inateriuls  for  our  sketch. 
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c,Jhrr  Livingston.  They  enjoyed  the  hospitalities  of  the  citizens  in 
i.nvat  ])lenitu(ie.  The  public  institutions  were  thrown  open  to  their 
visits  and  ins])ection,  and  they  returned  to  their  i*espective  homes 
deeply  impressed  with  tlie  vast  importance  of  the  Grand  Canal  in  the 
promotion  of  the  prosperity,  not  only  of  the  city  of  ]Siew  York,  but  to 
the  whole  State  and  the  region  drained  by  tlie  Great  Lakes.  One  of 
ilumi  (Dr.  Alexander  Coventry,  of  Utica)  wrote  to  the  mayor  of  Yew 
York  in  behalf  of  the  several  cominittees,  saying  : 

“ The  Erie  Canal  insures  to  us  a reward  for  industry  ; to  our  posterity 
an  antidote  for  idleness  ; nor  is  it  the  least  valuable  of  our  acquired 
jd’ivileges  to  have  in  the  future  our  })ros])erity  closely  identihed  with 
the  city,  our  connection  with  which  has  always  l>een  our  proudest 
l);>ast.*’ 

The  festivities  in  the  city  were  concluded  on  ^^Fonday  evening,  the 
Trh,  by  a grand  ball  given  by  the  officers  of  the  militia  associated  witli 
a committee  of  citizens.  For  that  occasion  the  vast  rooms  of  the 
Lafayette  Amphitheatre,  in  Laurens  Street  near  Canal  Street,  was  used. 
The  hippodrome  was  floored  over  for  the  occasion,  and  with  the  stage 
used  for  dramatic  entertainments  formed  the  largest  ball-room  in  the 
Lnited  States.  It  was  divided  into  tliree  compartments,  the  wliole 
being  al)OUt  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  fi’om  sixty  to  one  hundred 
feet  in  breadth.  The  dancing-room  was  the  most  s})acious  of  any.  At 
one  end  was  an  immense  mirror,  composed  of  thirty  ])ier-glasses  without 
frames  and  neatly  joined  together.  At  the  other  end  of  the  room,  on 
the  removal  of  drapery  at  a |)roper  time,  a beautifully  sui)plied  supper- 
room  was  revealed.  From  the  roof  was  suspended  many  chandeliei’s, 
and  from  it  the  “ Stars  and  Stri])es"  hung  in  gay  festoons.  The  whole 
of  the  interior  of  the  Anrphitheatre  was  brilliantly  lighted  with  scores 
of  chandeliei*s,  lam])s,  and  candles,  and  on  every  side  were  seen  elegant 
and  costly  decorations.  The  front  of  tlie  building  was  illuminated,  and 
across  it,  over  the  doom,  were  the  words,  Tim  GiiAxu  Canal,’’  formed 
by  the  light  of  burning  lamps. 

A brilliant  assemblage  a]ipeared  in  the  Amphitheatre  that  night.  It 
was  estimated  that  fully  three  thousand  jiersons  were  present,  among 
them  Governor  Clinton  and  his  wife.  The  gallant  chronicler  (Colonel 
Stone)  again  grew  warm  as  he  descrilied  the  scenes  on  that  eventful 
nvaning.  and  referred  to  the  ladies.  He  wrote  : 

‘‘  Ihit  entrancing  aliove  all  other  enchantments  of  tlu' scene  was  the 
living  enchantment  of  beauty — the  trance  which  wraps  the  senses  in 
t!a‘  pi'osonce  of  lovoliin^ss  ^\•h(m  woman  walks  tlu‘  hall  of  iH^auty — 
aiagmiliccnce  herself — the  brightest  objivt  in  th(‘  midst  of  brightness  and 
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beauty.  A tliousand  faces  ^vere  there,  bright  with  intelligence  ami 
radiant  with  beauty,  looking  joy  and  c(uigratulation  to  each  other,  ami 
spreading  around  the  spells  which  the  loves  and  the  graces  bind  on  the 
brcuist  of  the  sterner  sex.*’ 

To  every  guest  of  the  corj)oration  of  the  city  of  Aew  York,  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  a beautiful  medal  was  presented,  bearing  on  om* 
side  images  of  Pan  and  Xeptune  in  loving  embrace,  also  a well-lilled 
cornucopia  showing  the  production  of  the  land  and  sea,  with  the  words. 

Union  of  Erie  with  the  Atlantic  ami  on  the  other  side  the  arms 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York — the  State  which  had  borne  the  whole  burden 
in  the  constiTiction  of  the  great  work — and  a representation  of  a section 
of  the  canal,  its  locks  and  aqueducts,  and  a view  of  the  harbor  of  Xew 
York.  On  this  side  were  the  words,  Erit:  Canal,  co:\lmenced  Tth  of 
Jfi.v,  islT  ; coMPLETEi-)  2C)TH  OcToBER,  1S:?5.  Presented  BY  THE  CiTV 
OF  New  York.” 

These  medals  were  made  of  white  metal.  Some  were  of  silver. 
There  were  also  fifty-one  gold  medals  struck  and  sent  to  European 
monarclis  and  other  distinguished  men.  They  were  jiresented  by  a 
committee  composed  of  Pecorder  Pichard  Piker,  John  xVgnew, 
Thomas  Bolton,  and  TVilliam  A.  Davis. 

So  ended  the  celebration  of  the  completion  and  opening  of  the  Grand 
Eric  Canal.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  of 
Joel  Barlow  in  his  ‘‘  Vision  of  Columbus,”  published  in  ITST,  in  which, 
alluding  to  the  great  discoverer,  he  wrote  : 

“ He  saw,  as  widely  spreads  th’  inchannelled  plain. 

Where  inland  realm  for  ages  bloomed  in  vain, 

O/nals,  long  winding,  ope  a watery  iliglit, 

And  distant  streams  and  seas  and  lakes  unite. 

“ From  fair  .Albania,  toward  the  setting  sun, 

Hack,  through  the  midland,  length 'ning  channels  run  ; 
iloet  the  fair  lakes,  there  beauteous  towns  that  lave, 

And  nudson's  joined  to  fair  Ohio's  wave.” 

It  was  also  the  dawning  of  a brighter  day  in  tlie  history  of  New 
York — its  entrance  upon  its  marvellous  career  of  gi'owtli  and  pros- 
perity. The  prophecies  of  the  earnest  friemls  of  the  canal,  that  the  im- 
petus it  would  give  to  business  of  every  description  in  the  city  and  in 
the  interior  of  the  State  would  speedily  produce  a wonderful  increase  in 
the  commerce  and  wealth  of  both  sections,  was  speedily  fulhlled,  and  in. 
a measui*e  beyond  the  ex])ectation  of  the  most  sanguine  dreamer. 

In  wImmi  tln:‘ ])roject  had  but  latGy  assumral  a ivally  taniilblt' 

shape  by  the  ap[)oiutmeiit  of  canal  commissioners,  these  men  (Gov- 


^ ^.Vi!  l>pfiW<"i;^  A- 


' ' v~^ 


V*  •* 


) ■ ^ 


'■■  ''■)<■’/;>  '(flv;'  .'J 

i,'  :'.i  ^V'v 


->t  - i >/  u [ ' Ji '{I  [.n? 

,M,.  1 iiiv  i'f’ii  * ' " ' '~‘  ^ ■'^■'‘  'v-'^  niijO'‘;;un;:0 

^ ^ ^ ' ‘ i(  ’ ' ti  ,^i  ”%i 


k}0'7,'  ;,jfi 


iM40' 


■ ■ V'V’ul^ri  ' 

' ' ,"  '''■.  : '■■ ''v  vJ- 

1..  -1^  ■.  ■ ■’"5''^- 

;i:[I  >:•  * ) i.  ;•  i , 

' . 1 .i.’.tMi  ani!-^‘ 1m  rti  vnJ^fel 


■■V  ■¥-;>'• 


'r:,  '>  },';.''y  :;- 


J 


'■",.  /'Cv''- M,  \ rL,;:^:^r"^r::)-:'':-:^  ' L ’-  •■  ' ''  / ’ * , "‘ ^f. 


H>i^  ' ‘ ./?cW 

„ ■ i..  .pi;..  - 

-V'-W"’  '^'V'  ' '■  ' ' ■■■  V':.:,  vi-.  — ;’v’ 


i.‘.  J 


'nV- 


'.s, 


FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


79 


(‘riicur  ]\rorris,  Stephen  Van  Itensselaer,  De  Witt  Clinton,  Peter  P. 
iV)rter,  and  others)  gave  the  following  pi‘o[)lietie  uttenance  : 

Viewing  tlie  extent  and  fertility  of  the  country  with  which  this 
canal  is  to  open  communication,  it  is  not  extravagant  to  sup])ose  that, 
when  settled,  its  produce  will  equal  the  pre^.ent  export  of  the  United 
States  [808,000,000].  Will  it  appear  improbalde  that  twenty  years 
hence  [183l?]  the  canal  should  annually  bring  down  2o0,000  tons  S' 
Twenty  years  after  the  completion  of  the  canal  (1845)  there  came 
upon  it  to  tidewater  1,107, 000  tons  of  produce,  valued  at  S4-5, 000, tiOo, 
and  the  tolls  amounted  to  8-iO0t>,000.  In  1872,  the  year  before  the 
great  panic  de})ressed  business,  the  value  of  })roperty  transported  on 
that  canal,  notwithstanding  a three-track  i*ailway  is  laid  parallel  with 
it,  was  about  81bS,000,000.‘^ 

In  the  same  year  when  the  Erie  Canal  was  completed,  and  not  more 
than  a fortnight  before  the  great  celebration  of  the  event  in  the  city  of 
Xe\v  York,  the  first  ri[)ple  of  the  tide  of  emigradion  from  Scandinavia 
appeared.  It  consisted  of  a band  of  Xorwegians,  53  in  number,  who 

* At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  fifty-six  years 
of  age,  having  been  born  in  IMarcli,  17G9,  at  Little  Dritain,  Orange  Count}',  X.  Y.,  and 
(lied  at  xVlbany  February  11,  1828.  He  was  a son  of  General  Janies  Clinton,  and  ncjjhew 
of  the  eminent  first  governor  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  George  Clinton. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1788,  but  never  practised  much.  For  several  years  he 
was  the  private  secretary  of  Governor  Clinton,  and  the  champion  of  his  administration 
through  the  public  press,  being  a chaste,  vigorous,  and  prolific  writer,  and  a sound  states- 
man in  early  life.  For  several  years  he  was  the  leader  of  the  Republican  or  Democratic 
party  in  the  State  of  Xew  York.  Mr.  Clinton  was  a member  of  the  State  AsseniMy  in 
1797,  of  the  State  Senate  1798-1802,  of  the  United  States  Senate  1802-03,  and  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Xew  York  1803-07,  1809-10,  1811-14.  He  v.  as  also  a member  of  tlie  State 
Senate  1805-11,  lieutenant-governor  of  Xew  York  lsil-i3,  and  being  opjiosed  to  the 
M’ar  of  1812-15,  was  the  peace  candidate  ferr  the  Presidency  in  1812.  He  was  governor  of 
the  State  of  Xew  York  1817-22  and  1824-27. 

Ry  his  wisdom,  sagacity,  and  pnlJic  spirit,  De  Witt  Clinton  did  more  than  any  other 
citizen  to  promote  the  gi’owth.  prosperity,  and  good  name  of  the  city  and  State  of  Xew 
lork.  He  was  active  and  efficient  in  every  good  work,  whether  municipal,  benevolent, 
litoraiy,  philosophical  and  scientific,  moral  and  educational.  Ho  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  of  the  Xew  York  Historical  Society,  of  the 
public-school  system  of  Xew  York  State  and  city,  and  was  one  of  the  powerful  supporters 
uf  the  canal  policy  of  the  State  from  its  iiicejjtion.  H(j  did  more  than  any  other  man, 
privately  and  otlicially,  in  the  face  of  fierce  opposition  and  implacalile  ridicule,  to  jmsh 
forward  to’coni[)letion  ttio  great  Erie  Canal,  whicli  gave  a new  birth,  as  it  were,  to  the 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  nation.  And  y('t.  while  the  public  parks  and  st[nares  of 
NfW  York  are  displaying  statues  of  distinguished  Americans  and  Enro[)eans,  no  person 
has  yet  (midsnuimer  of  1?S83)  proposed  the  erection  in  the  Central  I’ark,  or  elsewhere, 
"f  a .statue  of  Dr.  Vv'rrx  Clintox,  the  brilliant  statesman,  the  ]>rofoand  scholar,  and  the 
muniheeut  benefactor  of  the  commercial  meti(.>poli.s  of  the  nation  ! 
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came  in  a vessel  of  tlieir  own.  She  was  a small  craft.  They  landed  in 
Xew  York,  and  sold  their  vessel  for  sToO.  Like  Cortez,  who  when  lie 
landed  with  his  followers  in  Mexico  l)urned  the  shi])s  that  brought 
them  thither,  they  came  to  stay. 

This  A\’as  the  first  Scandinavian  emigration  to  our  shores,  save  the 
Swedes  who  came  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  there  was  none  other 
until  1830.  In  the  latter  year  Bjorn  Andersen,  father  of  the  Xor- 
wegian  scholar  R.  B.  Andersen,  who  was  a Quaker,  came  to  Yew  York 
Avith  two  shiploads  of  coreligionists,  Avho  fletl  from  mild  ])ersecutions 
in  Yorway.  They  proceeded  to  the  Western  States.  This  Avas  the 
beginning  of  the  ever-increasing  stream  of  emigration  from  ScandinaAua 
to  Western  and  Yorth-M'estern  States  and  Territories  of  the  Republic — 
Michigan,  AVisconsin,  Illinois,  Iowa,  IMinnesota,  and  Dakota — Avhere 
they  no^v  number  more  than  1,500,000  persons. 
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HE  new  social  elements  ^yliich  had  been  gradually  infused  into  the 


life  of  the  city  of  Aew  York  for  many  years  previous  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Erie  Canal  were  much  more  conspicuously  displayed 
immediately  after  that  event,  in  an  energetic  and  daring  spirit  of  busi- 
ness enterprise. 

Tliat  s])irit  had  for  its  solid  basis  and  wise  regulation  and  restraint 
the  conservative  elements  of  tlie  old  order  of  things — the  Ivnickerbocker 
Age,  as  it  has  been  called — the  time  when  the  Dutch  spirit  of  broad 
charity,  thrift,  economy,  liberal  benevolence,  and  steadiness  in  all 
things  prevailed.  That  life  was  characterized  by  the  ]>ractise  of  the 
sterner  virtues  : equable  lives,  common-sense,  indomitable  persever- 
ance in  every  undertaking,  wl) ether  for  ])ersonal  beneht  or  for  the 
public  welfare  ; contented  industry,  the  establishment  of  institutions 
of  religion,  benevolence,  science,  art,  and  literature;  in  solid  intel- 
lectual cultivation,  and  in  quiet  dignity,  courtliness,  and  relinement  of 
manners  on  all  occasions. 

“Knickerbocker  frugality,”  says  a late  writer,  ‘‘was  a blessing  to 
such  of  the  present  generation  who  can  trace  their  genealogy  on  IMan- 
hattan  Island  for  a century,  while  those  whose  titles  date  back  only 
fifty  or  sixty  years  possess  millions  of  substantial  reasons  to  be  thank- 
ful. They  have  not  toiled,  neither  have  they  spun  ; yet  while  they 
iiave  slumbered  in  idle  comfort  their  inherited  acres  have  changed  to 
eity  lots,  and  city  lots,  no  mattei’  how  situated,  re}>resent  dollam  and 
produce  income.  ” ^ 

Tlie  Knickerbocker’s  Sabbath  symbolized  in  a degree  the  cons])icuous 
characteristics  of  Knickerbocker  life  : steady,  conservative,  dispassion- 
ate, orderly,  and  devotional. 

The  Knickerbockers  regarded  the  Sabl)ath  as  truly  the  l.ord’s  Day — 
a day  to  be  devoted  specially  to  the  service  of  God,  and  not  to  teni})oral 
])leasures  and  enjoyments — entertainments  and  mere  recreation.  In 


* Dayton’s  “ Last  Days  of  Knickerbocker  Life  in  New  York,” 
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hoiiseliold  affairs  as  little  labor  as  ])ossil)le  was  performed.  As  a rule, 
tlic  meals  on  Sunday  were  cold  collations  of  the  baked  meats  of  Satur- 
day, and  so  the  servants  were  allowed  to  rest.  Attendance  u])on  ])ublir* 
worship  was  g’enei'al  and  ])unctual.  Thi*ee  times  a day  were  seen  staid 
processions  in  the  streets  of  men,  women,  and  children  goiiig  to  or 
returning  from  places  of  divine  worship.  Friends,  when  they  met,  gavt* 
only  a nod  of  recognition.  Few  vehicles  were  seen  in  the  streets,  for 
omnibuses  and  street-cars  were  then  unknown,  and  coaches  were  seldom 
out  on  Sundays.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  disturbance 
of  woi“shippers  by  noises  in  the  streets.  So  agreed  was  pulffic  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  holiness  of  the  Sabbath  and  the  necessity  for  its 
religious  observance,  that  the  few  gay  young  men  who  disregarded  it 
and  took  rides  into  the  country  beyond  iUurray  Hill  and  Eloomingdale 
rather  sliyly  avoided  the  more  puldic  tlioroiighfares.  These  sinners 
were  often  the  subject  of  earnest  intercession  at  evening  prayers. 

In  some  cliurches  the  methc)ds  were  as  inflexible  as  cast-ii’on.  There 
were  no  instruments  of  music  heal’d  ; the  singing  was  inharmonious  ; 
the  opening  prayers  were  as  long  as  sermons,  and  the  sermons,  were 
rigidly  doctrinal,  protracted,  and  tedious. 

The  Middle  Dutch  Eefoi’ined  Church  (late  the  city  rost-Office)  was 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  noted  of  the  places  of  public  worship  on 
^Manhattan  Island.  Its  interior  arranu’ements  were  in  strono-  contrast 
with  the  church  edifices  of  to-day.  The  pulpit  Avas  very  spacious, 
occupying  the  space  between  the  two  entrance  doors  to  the  church.  It 
Avas  reached  by  a flight  of  carpeted  stairs  on  each  side  of  nearly  a dozen 
ste])s,  Avith  mahogany  balustrades.  Over  the  pulpit  aauis  suspended  a 
sounding-board  to  send  the  A'oice  of  the  ])reacher  in  full  force  to  his 
hearers.  Upon  the  ]>ulpit  Avas  a scpiare  cushion  of  A^elvet  for  the  Bible 
to  rest  on,  Avith  lieaAw  silk  tassels  at  each  corner.  The  poAvs,  Avith 
straight,  high  backs  <and  narroAv  seats,  forbade  all  lounging,  or  eA'en  real 
comfort  ; they  seemed  to  liaA’e  been  contriA'ed  for  doing  penance. 

On  each  side  of  the  ])ul[)it  in  special  pews  sat  the  six  elders  and  six 
deacons,  in  a position  to  bring  the  whole  coiigregation  under  their  in- 
spection. These  tAA'clve  men,'’  Avrote  a regular  attendant  on  tin' 
serA'ice  there  sixty  veal’s  ago,  “ seemed  to  the  youthful  and  irreligious 
portion  of  the  congregation  the  incarnation  of  cold,  relentless  [)iety, 
deserted  of  every  human  frailty.  . . . AVhen  one  rose,  they  all 

stood  up  ; Avhen  one  sat  doAvn,  they  all  folloAved  suit,  as  if  acted  upon 
simultaneously  by  an  electric  Avire.  Their  black  di ess-coats  seemed  to 
IniA^e  bc(‘n  nruh'  by  one  tailor  ; theii’  white  neckcloths  cut  from  one 
piece  of  cambric,  AA'ashed,  ironed,  and  folded  by  the  same  laundress  : 
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tlie  bow-lcnots,  even,  seemed  to  have  been  adjusted  ])v  the  same 
hand.”  * 

When  the  sermon  began  the  twenty-four  eyes  of  the  dozen  elders  and 
deacons  Avere  hxed  on  the  minister,  and  the  yonngei*  ])ortion  of  the 
congregation  felt  a relief,  for  irregnluT*ities  Avonld  not  Ije  seen  by  these 
devout  worship])ers  while  the  sermon  lasted.  They  sat  as  motionless 
as  statues,”  says  Dayton.  “The  terrors  of  the  bottomless  ])it  pro- 
claimed by  the  uncompromising  Brownlee  ; the  beatitude  of  the  blest 
hopefully  dwelt  on  by  the  gentle  Knox  ; the  pressing  invitations  to 
repentance  heralded  in  powerful  tones  by  the  more  youtliful  and 
impulsive  De  Witt,  were  alike  unavailing  to  produce  the  slightest 
variation  in  the  stereotyped  countenances  of  these  twelve  leading 
dignitaries  of  the  Middle  Dutch  Church.” 

There  wtis  no  organ.  In  the  s])ace  under  the  ])ulpit  stood  the  choris- 
ter Vvith  a tuning-fork,  who  pitched  the  tune  and  led  the  congregation 
in  singing,  sometimes  twelve  stanzas  witli  the  Doxology.  In  that 
capacity  chorister  Earl  served  the  church  many  years. 

Xow,  how  changed  ! The  architecture  of  the  church  edifices,  the 
sermons,  the  music,  and  the  Sunday  demeanor  of  deacons  and  eldem 
and  other  subordinate  adjuncts  of  the  cliurch  service  have  been  trans- 
formed. i\.s  a rule  the  sermons  are  short  moral  essays  on  the  beauty  of 
holiness,  the  love  of  God  and  man,  and  exhortations  to  be  more  and 
more  Christlike  in  daily  life.  Dayton  may  have  dj’awn  the  contrast 
with  a rather  free  pen  when  he  wrote  ten  years  ago  : “ Smiling  clergy- 
men delight  their  listeners  ; smart,  da])per  elders  and  deacons,  vrith 
beaming  countenances,  gay  neckties,  and  jewelled  shirt-fronts,  are  the 
admiration  of  the  young.  Xo  chorister  and  tuning-fork,  I)ut  instead 
a charming  prinia  donna,  sustainetl  by  a tenor  and  basso  of  acknowl- 
edged operatic  reputation,  is  hidden  from  ])ublic  gaze  l)y  the  rich 
curtains  of  the  organ-loft,  where  she  wai'ldes  with  extjuisite  skill  the 
choicest  solos  of  modern  art,  while  the  new  school  reclines  on  velvet 
cushions,  so  enchanted  by  the  ])erformance  tliat  weic  it  not  lor  some 
vague,  misty  associations  connected  with  the  day  and  place,  it  wouhl 
be  acknowledged  by  the  clap})ing  of  jewelled  hands  and  a floi’al 
tribute.” 

Then  the  psalms  and  hymns  were  so  clearly  enunciated  in  church 
singing  tliat  no  listener  w'as  puzzled  ; now  some  chuirh  choirs  so 
nudlie  the  words  in  pronunciation  that  no  listener  can  follow  them  in- 
telligently wdthout  a book.  Was  not  the  exasperated  hearer  justified 


Dayton’s  “Last  Days  of  Kiiickorbockor  Life  in  Xo^s-  York.” 


m ' ; 


■r:x' 


*tmpi 


<y 


'■  v;  „:  ,,  ■.  '-..^A'.'"''"^'"  ■''-/'  ■ “".bfii'Ml 

;1^J  ■ ■lift.'iiiisr-  yili  -'  '-  U*/.,rt  “.i07»  r.:»  •'•!‘‘»l»  . 

'/if.  ' ' ( ; iTfei '\ '•! : .» - Jlot  ' 

• ■ ;»»n"’, «« 'tjtK  >^a<v  ?r t i ^-rtfdw •■  :•  f > . . .^ 

«4<i  7»*|  ^ . •'  . ■'•“i  ^ -i  '‘»i 

*'nft  ;;<>»•  '■•'^-  ;,  ■''■  ■'  ■ 

Jitii.  emiff  ‘u^ 

"■iitv- 


' rl  7.::.  v:^J;:'':.,  -‘yVb^ 


hriv5  *lO'b  - 

'if“^  ihyjn'  -s^Jt  •‘yj>:  : /U7d'//r6lf 


' iowmft 


:ti ' ; 'L'>'  ! ij  m*/:,-  j-ni 


£ 


iiUii  ?'!<•': 


‘J'i  aH . , iv'  ' 4/ut^  j ' tidj 

' ■ '-■  ' ■■■  '*"""'■■  ■i.Vr'  '"*'''' 


' ' 7", 


: ' V 

j^-. 


■ hi |i , ' • n j = ! ' jTr. ; ^ ^J:f  - 1©  ' fl  1 (TuMiS  , 7- 

'■'!•  >i  .'[hi 

] i(:oh  'fm?  21^  ^ 

' Ufim  h Txf  >ilOtli^B|a 

■''  'X'.  ■::  -'7,  ' . - V ,>  ■ ^ ' *'>  - -'*7  ' '’'  ■ ' ' >-  ■ ’ 


h:, 

,l  * 

’^>1 X 

■ . 

*i  .M;}j!,:i,)r 

,'17> ; 

i.K-^ 

i U t--  . '7' 

rh>i'5  ';^ii  i 

. Hr 

* ' , 

HH 

:•!!>/ 

;;7' , .,;  7 aCW;*’  v) im^,iil 


84 


IIISTOKY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


wlien,  after  trying  in  vain  to  follow  the  words  so  disguised,  wrote  on 
the  fh’-leaf  of  a psalm-book  : 

If  old  King  David  should,  for  once, 

To  this  good  house  repair, 

And  hear  his  psalms  thus  wai-hled  forth, 

Good  gracious  ! how  he'd  swear.” 

The  Puritanic  Sabbath,  with  all  its  order  and  solemn  gravity  and  its 
rigid  observances,  lias  also  lieen  transformed.  To  a large  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  to-day  the  interior  of  a cliurch  is  a 
less  familiar  ])lace  than  the  theatre  or  concert-room, 

Knickerbocker  life  was  like  its  Sabbaths  ; steady,  orderly,  calm, 
real,  devoted  to  a purpose,  and  always  marked  liv  unswerving  oliserv- 
ance  of  all  etliical  recpiirements.  It  was  distinguished  by  plodding,  un- 
tiring industry,  accompanied  by  generous  thrift,  which  always  secured 
a competence  for  the  time  of  old  age.  Speculating  schemes  were  sel- 
dom conceived  or  undertaken.  Their  tastes  were  sensilile,  tlieir  desires 
were  moderate,  and  their  wants  were  comparatively  few  ; and  society 
was  not  made  feverish  by  rivalries  in  the  structure  of  mansions  or  in 
equipages  and  entertainments.  The  ladies  were  modestly  attired, 
often  in  rich  stutfs,  but  plainly  made  up.  Indeed,  there  were  not  deft 
lingers  enough  then  to  have  met  a tithe  of  the  requirements  of  fashion 
in  dress  in  our  generation,  for  the  sewing-machine  tvas  not  yet  in- 
vented. Only  the  tiny  needle  wielded  by  expert  lingers  performed  the 
labor  on  every  garment. 

Knickerbocker  life  was  marked  by  the  best  features  of  genuine  hospi- 
tality, heartfelt,  unostentatious,  and  informal.  Hospitality  so  adminis- 
tered to-day  wouhl  be  regarded  as  parsimonious,  if  not  stingy  and 
selfish.  While  it  was  on  occasion  far-reaching,  the  chief  sphere  of  its 
operations  ^vas  the  circle  of  relations  by  blood  or  marriage.  Its  princi- 
])al  ])Ower  and  beneficence  was  generated  in  the  home,  where  the  wife 
and  mother  reigned  as  queen.  In  those  days  homes — genuine  homes — 
abounded.  Frugality  was  the  rule,  extravagance  the  exce])tion. 
Frugality  was  the  sce])tre  that  ruled  all  hospitality,  and  order,  cleanli- 
ness, abundance,  and  good  taste  distinguished  all  entertainments. 
Parental  authoihy  was  supreme  in  all  things,  and  filial  love  and  obedi- 
ence everywluu'i'  abounded.  Overflowing  social  pleasures  were  tem- 
])ered  by  wise  moderation. 

The  tables  of  the  Knickerbocker  were  very  sinqde  in  tlie  variety  of 
their  viands,  but  |)r<)digal  in  (piantity,  Oenerally  tliere  was  a bountiful 
repast  of  meats  or  poultry,  or  both,  with  vegetables.  These  constituted 
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niK'  course,  and  vrere  followed  by  ])i('s,  puddings,  tarts,  wine,  and  fruit 
. — apples,  nuts,  and  raisins.  All  of  these  viands  were  prepared  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  the  mistress  of  the  household,  for  she  was  too 
well  instructed  in  cooking  matt<a‘s  and  too  jealous  of  the  good  name  of 
her  cookery  to  delegate  this  business  to  hirelings. 

The  finest  furniture  then  in  general  use,  in  kind  and  quantity,  would 
now  be  called  mean.  There  were,  of  course,  excejAions.  The  parlors 
and  drawing-rooms  were  furnished  with  stilf,  high-backed,  and  ponder- 
ous mahogany  chairs,  upholstei’ed  with  shining  hair-cloth  coverings  and 
standing  at  measured  distances  along  the  walls  of  the  rectangular 
rooms.  There  were  rocking-chairs  of  tlie  same  pattern  ; also  sofas  of 
the  same  materials,  with  rounded  seats  and  haj'd  rolls  at  each  end,  which 
were  dignified  with  the  name  pillows — pillows  of  stone  ; a high 

mahogany  ‘‘secretary,*’  with  a bookcase  with  glazed  doors  standing 
upon  it  ; a ])ier-table  for  the  family  Bible,  a commentary,  and  a psalm- 
and  hymn-book  ; a pier  (and  possibly  a mantel)  mirror  ; a modest 
chandelier  for  the  use  of  wax  or  s[)erm  candles  (for  illuminating  gas  had 
not  yet  set  the  city  in  a blaze  of  artificial  liglit);"^  a heavy  and  spacious 
mahogany  sideboard,  well  furnished  with  dunq)y  decanters  filled  with 
Madeira  wine,  Santa  Ciaiz  rum,  and  cordials,  of  which  the  favorite 
was  called  “ perfect  love.’*  These  were  flanked  by  baskets  of  dough- 
nuts and  crullers,  free  to  all,  and  symbolized  the  universal  hospitality. 
“ I went  to  housekeeping  in  1S:>0,*’  said  the  venerable  John  W.  T)e- 
grauw,  an  octogenarian  merchant,  to  the  writer,  ‘*aud  the  largest  item 
of  our  expense  in  furnishing  the  building  was  foi*  a sideboard  and  an 
elegant  collection  of  cut-glass  to  put  on  it.*'  A s})indle-legged  piano- 
forte (nearly  all  forte),  perhaps  tlie  most  extravagant  piece  of  furni- 
ture in  the  room,  nearly  completed  the  outfit.  The  windovos  were 
veiled  Avith  green  Venetian,  ii'.side  blinds,  and  modest  curtains,  Avhile 
on  the  walls  hung  family  portraits,  a sampler"  froiii  the  skilled  fingers 
of  a loving  feminine  friend  or  ralative,  and  in  the  houses  of  the  more 
Avealthy  one  or  more  fine  paintings,  generally  copies  fi-oiii  the  works  of 
the  old  mastera  ; also  a few  choice  engravings. 

* Illnminatin"  gas  was  first  peniianontly  introUnced  into  New  York  in  lS-2o.  Its  intro- 
duction had  been  unsuccessfully  attempted  in  1(S12.  The  New  York  Gas  I.ight  Company 
'was  incorporated  in  1^23.  with  a capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  extent  of  its  privileges  was 
limited  to  the  city  below  Canal  and  Grand  streets.  Pipts  were  lir.st  laid  under  Proad- 
"way  from  the  Battery  to  Canal  Street.  Ihvjudices  had  to  bo  encountered,  and  for  several 
years  the  progress  of  lighting  the  city  by  gas  was  slow.  In  1S;{()  the  Alanhattan  Gas 
Eight  Company  was  incorporated,  with  a capital  of  s.AOO.OOO,  for  the  ])tirposi'  of  lighting 
the  u])])er  }.'art  of  tln^  city.  The  nuthod  soon  Iteeami'  popular.  To-day  almost  the 
entire  island  lias  a network  of  gas-pipes  beneath  its  surfc.ce. 
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Tlie  fireplaces  in  these  houses  were  bordered  l)y  slabs  of  variegated 
Italian  marble,  the  shelves  supporting  high  silver  candlesticks  with 
snulTers  and  tray,  and  china  vases  on  pedestals  filled  with  artificial 
flo’wei'S,  and  sometimes  with  natural  grasses. 

Most  of  the  better  class  of  <l\velliiigs  were  elegantly  finished  with 
solid  mahogany  doors  and  wainscoted  with  oak  or  other  woods.  The 
ceilings  were  high,  the  rooms  spacious,  and  even  the  country-seats  that 
dotted  the  island  here  and  there  were  beautifully  laid  out  with  well-cul- 
tivated gardens  and  laAvns.  A fine  house  on  Broadway  could  then  he 
rented  for  eight  hundred  dollais;. 

In  these  houses  there  was  solid  domestic  enjoyment.  Great  oak  or 
hickory  logs  burned  on  huge  brass  andirons  in  the  spacious  fireplaces, 
filling  the  rooms  with  a soft  and  soothing  ruddy  glovy  for  anthracite 
was  not  in  common  use,  and  few  pei*sons  indulged  in  the  luxury  of 
Liver})ool  coal.  Hundreds  of  sloo])S  and  schooners  from  Hudson  Biver 
towns  and  from  Connecticut  and  Long  Island,  laden  with  fuel,  filled  the 
slips  in  autumn  in  the  Horth  and  East  rivers,  and  those  who  could 
afford  it  would  buy  a sloop-load  of  oak  or  hickory  wood  in  the  fall  and 
have  it  sawed  and  })iled  in  the  cellar  for  the  winter. 

It  was  the  habit  of  many  families  to  have  the  servant  man  saw  and 
pile  the  wood,  and  to  give  him  as  a perquisite  the  proceeds  of  the  sides 
of  the  ashes,  then  a considenible  sum.  This  privilege  sometimes  quick- 
ened the  ambition  iind  cupidity  of  servants,  and  iiiipelled  them  to  make 
ashes  faster  than  a prudent  housekeeper  would  permit.  The  eminent 
merchant,  Stephen  B.  ^lunn  (who  died  in  1S50),  used  to  tell  the  story 
of  this  pro})ensity  in  an  old  negro  servant  of  his.  I\runn  had  put  into 
his  cellar  a cargo  of  fine  hickory  ^vood.  He  was  jiroused  one  night  by 
a fearful  roaring  in  the  kitchen  chimney.  He  rushed  to  the  kitclien, 
vdiere  he  found  the  old  negro  fast  asleep  before  a blazing  ]hle  of  wood. 
On  demanding  what  this  meant,  the  dazed  old  man,  snddeidv  aroused 
from  slumber,  said,  **  I — I — I'se  making  ash.es,  to  he  sure,  master.'’ 

The  domestic  amusements  of  tlie  Knickerbockers  Avere  sim])le  and 
pleasant.  In  the  summer  tea-parties  and  quilting-])arties,  and  in  winter 
“ aj)ple  cuts,'’  were  the  staple  domestic  amusements  of  the  young  peo- 
])le.  Assemblies  or  balls,  or  publics,*’  as  they  were  called,  Indd  at 
early  hours,  and  the  theatre  and  circus  constituted  their  most  ex'pensive 
amusements.  At  their  home-])arties  the  chief  refreshments  offered 
Avere  a}>ples,  nuts,  doughnuts,  cider,  and  mulled  witie. 

The.se  sini])le  and  healthful  homes— healthful  for  mind  and  body — 
have  pa.sst‘d  away. 

Some  of  the  solidi  old  furniture  yet  remains  Avitli  families  of  Knicker- 
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}KM“k<'r  descent,  but  it  is  generally  concealed  from  view  in  garrets  or 
stoirrooms.  Its  pi*esence  in  the  extravagantly  furnislied  a])artments  of 
tn-d;iv  would  be  an  unmistakable  indication  that  there  had  been  a 
hunilij  back  of  it. 

The  barriere  which  guarded  these  homes  of  more  than  lialf  a century 
have  been  broken  down  by  those  twin  enemies  of  domestic  lui])pi- 
iH'ss,  luxury  and  pride,  and  to-day  few  adult  pemons  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York  are  living  in  mansions  wherein  they  were  born.  Society  has  be- 
come restless  and  migratory,  and  every  member  seems  to  be  impelled  to 
motion  by  a persistent  voice  like  that  forever  heard  behind  the  “ Wan- 
dci'ing  Je\v'’ — Goon! 

The  modest,  unostentatious,  and  true  home  of  sixty  years  ago  has 
given  place  to  structures  and  interior  decorations  and  furnishings  which 
rival  the  creations  of  Aladdin  with  his  wonderful  lam]).  The  fashion- 
able cpiarters  of  the  city  now  present  long  lines  of  i-eal  jialaces — lines  of 
marvellous  specimens  of  skilled  labor  and  aitistie  taste,  without  and 
within.  Are  these  structures  and  their  furnishings  homes  in  the  sense 
of  the  l)est  meaning  of  that  precious  word  ? Ilo\v  many  families  who 
now  occupy  these  palaces — these  temples  of  luxinw — will  be  their  occu- 
pants even  at  that  period  in  the  near  future  when  the  resounding  bell 
of  Time  shall  toll  the  knell  of  the  departing  nineteenth  century  ? Of 
many  residents  of  the  city  who  Avere  boys  in  its  streets  fifty  years  ago, 
it  might  be  truthfull\"  recorded  : 

“ The  city,  he  saith,  is  fairer  far 
Than  one  which  stood  of  old  : 

It  gleams  in  the  light  all  crimson  bright 
With  shifting  glimmers  of  gold. 

Where  be  the  homes  my  fathers  built, 

The  houses  where  they  prayed  ? 

I see  in  no  sod  the  paths  they  trod, 

Nor  the  stones  my  fathers  laid. 

On  the  domes  they  sjtread,  the  roofs  they  reared, 

Has  passed  the  levelling  tide  ; 

M3’  fathers  lie  low,  and  their  sons  outgi’ow 
The  bounds  of  their  skill  and  pride.” 

The  chief,  indeed  the  only  elegant  ])romendde  for  the  citizens  in  the 
Kuickerltocker  days  Avas  the  Batttuy,  an  irregular  (in  outline)  jtiece  of 
IcA'el  ground  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  in  extent  at  the  foot  of  Broadway 
and  facing  the  harltor  of  Xew  York.  It  Avas  shaded  with  trees,  trav- 
(M'sed  by  irregular  gra\mlled  AA'alks,  and  beautifitMl  by  more  irregular 
plots  of  grass.  It  was  furnislual  Avith  bimehf's  along  tho  sea-front  and 
occasionally  in  other  parts  of  the  ground  ; and  there,  late  on  summer 
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afternoons  and  early  evenings,  niiglit  always  1)e  seen  crowds  of  ’well- 
dressed  people  and  docks  of  liappy  children,  enjoying  social  intercourse 
and  invigorating  sea-breezes  on  sultry  days.  It  was  a fashionable  resort 
and  a genuine  luxury  for  all. 

State  Street,  wliicli  skirted  the  land  side  of  the  Battery,  the  vicinity 
of  the  Bowling  Green  and  Marketlield  and  lower  Greenwich  streets, 
from  all  of  wliich  glimpses  of  the  harbor  might  be  obtained,  were  th(‘ 
chosen  places  of  residence  of  some  of  the  wealthier  and  fashionable 
citizens.  Mr.  Edgar,  a famous  dry -goods  auctioneer  sixty  years  ag<j, 
built  a house  on  Greenwich  Street,  a few  doors  from  Battery  Place, 
Avhich  was  admired  by  all  peojde  of  taste  ; and  next  to  it  Luman 
Eeed,  an  extensive  wliolesalc  grocer  and  a great  patron  of  the  tine  arts, 
erected  a splendid  mansion  adjoining  Edgar’s.  It  was  filled  with  fine 
paintings  and  other  works  of  art.  Xo.  1 Broadway  (demolished  in 
1882),  a spacious  mansion  clustered  'with  historic  associations  of  the 
period  of  the  Bevoliition,  was  the  residence  of  Edward  Prime,  of  the 
great  banking-iiouse  of  Prime,  Mbird  ct  King.  Xext  to  it  liad  been  the 
residence  of  Pobert  Fulton.  Ste})hen  "Whitney,  a wholesale  grocer, 
who  at  his  death  left  an  estate  worth,  several  million  dollars,  occupied 
one  of  a row  of  s]ricious  brick  houses  fronting  the  Bowling  Green  fifty 
years  ago.  Mliitney's  vcas  on  the  corner  of  State  Street.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  row,  corner  of  Whitehall  Street,  lived  John  Hone,  of  the 
great  dry-goods  auction  house  of  Philip  and  John  Hone.  They  had 
amassed  a fortune  and  dissolved  partnership  in  1820,  wdien  Philip  laid 
built  a fine  mansion  on  Broadway,  near  Park  Place,  and  was  then,  or 
just  before,  mayor  of  the  city.  The  whole  neighl>orhood  of  the  Bowl- 
ing Green  was  occupied  by  some  of  the  'wealthiest  and  most  enterprising 
business  mem  in  the  city. 

On  State  Sti’cet  were  the  fine  residences  of  leadiiur  business  men  of 

O 

the  day.  Xo,  0 was  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Howland  (Howland  A As[)in- 
wall).  Xext  to  it  was  the  house  of  a son  of  Bishop  Moore.  Xear  the 
corner  of  State  and  Bridge  streets  AVashington  Irving  lived,  and  at  2h 
AVhitehall  Street  rvas  the  dwelling  of  James  K.  Paulding,  a large 
double  frame  house.  .Vt  18  State  Street  was  the  residence  of  General 
Jacob  ]\[orton,  the  chief  commander  of  the  city  militia,  and  directlv  in 
front  of  his  house,  on  the  flattery,  was  the  Hollow — a little  shallow 
pond  in  "winter  whei’eon  the  boys  skated,  and  wdiich  was  a dry,  grassy 
playground  in  sumimu’. 

General  iMorton  always  rtwdewed  the  city  troops — the  “ Tompkins 
Blues,"  the  “ Puleski  (adds,"  and  others — on  tire  Batti'rv,  Indeed 
that  little  irrtg'ular  park  was  a,  favoi'ite  rendezvous  for  the  militaiw  on 
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“ ti’niniiig*  days”  until  tlie  Washinyt<')n  Parade-Ground  (now  "Washino-- 
fnii  S(|iiare)  was  established.  'When  (hauM-al  Morton  became  too  feeljle 
to  mount  his  horse  he  reviewed  the  troops  from  his  balcony,  and  on 
these  occasions  received  fi-om  them  the  compliment  of  a marching- 
salute. 

On  State  Street,  near  Pearl,  in  the  later  days  of  Knickerbocker  life  in 
New  York,  was  a modest  two-storied  house,  the  inn  of  Peter  Bayard, 
himself  a pure  Knickerl)ocker  of  Huguenot  descent.  For  many  years 
it  Avas  the  ])opular  resort  of  ’well-to-do  people  of  the  town  and  country, 
who  Avere  always  sure  of  finding  then'  most  unexce[)tionable  turtle-soup 
and  other  gastronomic  delicacies.  The  house  Avas  always  full,  for  tran- 
sient sojourners  in  Xew  York  from  distant  cities  Avell  kncAV  the  house 
(jf  Peter  Bayard. 

Castle  Clinton  (noAv  known  as  Casth'  Garden)  stood  near  the  AA’-estern 
end  of  the  Battery,  and  AA'as  reached  by  a bridge.  It  has  undergone 
many  transformations,  Avhile  the  Batrcay  has  been  enlarged  and  is  now 
known  as  Battery  Park.  At  its  easttn*n  extremity  is  a station  of  an 
elcAxited  railway,  a contiBmnce  for  rapid  transition  from  one  part  of 
the  city  to  another  Avliich.  the  Ivnickcrbockei’s  neA''er  dreamed  of.  These 
Avill  be  considered  hereafter. 

In  the  later  days  of  Knickerboclcer  life  in  Xew  York,  Broadway, 
fi'om  the  Battery  to  Prince  Street,  Avas  the  fashionable  street  prom- 
enade. Few  strolled  above  Canal  Street,  for  it  Avas  then  oil  the  north- 
ern border  of  the  Inisiness  domain. 

Broadway  Avas  then  a modest,  qui('t  lane  com})ared  with  the  great 
bustling  and  croAvded  business  thoroughfare  of  to-day.  AVhere  now 
commercial  buildings  from  six  to  ten  stories  in  height  rise  in  s[)lendor 
and  grandeur,  and  are  seen  miles  away,  into  Avhat  Avas  then  the  green 
and  AA’ooded  country  toAAUird  Bloom ingdale,  ])iain  brick  (and  many 
Avooden)  buildings,  the  loftiest  three  stories  high,  AAuu-e  seen.  TTiese 
Avere  not  only  places  for  merchandise  and  trallic,  but  largely  for  dAvell- 
ings,  for  in  those  days  it  aauis  the  almost  imiA'ersal  ])raclice  for  the  fami- 
lies of  merchants  to  occupy  the  apartments  aboA'e  the  stores,  and  to 
board  the  feAV  clerks.  These  Imildings  wei’e  ornamented  only  Avith 
green  blinds,  and  the  front  door  of  enti-ance  to  the  family  apartments 
Avas  garnished  Avith  a huge  and  shining  brass  knoclcer  and  door-plate. 
The  tinkling  door-liell  aauis  yet  an  imdis(‘ov(*red  luxuiy. 

P>elow  Park  Place  AAmre  clustered  the  fashionable  retail  stores  of  tin? 
city,  distinguished  for  style  and  high  prices.  Among  thes(‘  the  more 
t‘ld<‘rly  reader  wall  remember  the  famotis  furnisliing  store  of  C'lark  A 
Paxton,  Avhere  only  the  fashionable  young  man  could  Ix.‘  sure  of  l)cing 
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equipped  in  an  irreproachable  manner  with  minor  articles  of  liis  toilet, 
after  being  clotlied  in  exquisite  style  at  the  establishment  of  Tryon, 
Wheeler  W Derby,  booted  by  the  manufactures  of  Kimball  S:  Itogem, 
and  crowned  with  a St.  John  hat. 

Costume  in  the  latter  days  of  Knickerl)ocker  life  in  Xew  York,  say 
fifty  years  ago,  was  so  strictly  conventional  as  to  modes  and  colors  that 
any  departure  from  the  prescriptions  of  fashion  was  regarded  almost  as 
a transgression  of  the  laws  of  taste.  In  this  matter  the  inexorable 
tyrant  fashion  ruled  supreme. 

Black  was  the  prevailing  color  for  men,  whether  in  the  counting- 
room,  the  parlor,  or  the  churcli  ; at  dinner,  at  the  theatre,,  or  at  a ball. 
In  the  street  the  heads  of  men  were  covered  with  heavy,  high,  l)ell- 
crowned  hats  of  real  fur  (the  light,  shining  plush  silk  liat  was  then 
unknown),  long-napped  and  abundant.  Their  necks  were  encircled 
with  broad  satin  stocks,  Avhich  tightly  inclosed  high  standing  shar]) 
linen  collars  that  seemed  to  support  the  head  by  the  ears,  and  were 
j)ointed  like  the  cutwater  of  a steaml)oat.  They  wore  short-waisted, 
long  and  narrow-skirted  black  frock-coats,  with  high  collai’s  and  tight 
sleeves  ; black  pantaloons,  skin-tight,  the  legs  kept  in  place  by  straps 
beneath  the  boots  ; and  l>oots,  high -heeled,  narrow  and  pointed  toes, 
and  made  so  tight  that  only  }>y  the  free  use  of  hooks  and  soap  could 
they  be  drawn  on.  Black  kid  gloves,  and  among  the  extremely  fash- 
ionable young  men  known  as  dandies”  a small  black  cane,  completed 
the  costume. 

The  women  were  a little  less  I’estricted  as  to  color,  but  in  form  were 
no  less  slaves  to  the  dressmaker  and  the  milliner.  They  ap|)eared  in 
the  streets  with  a hideous-a])])(‘aring  bonnet  with  high  crown,  in  shape 
not  unlike  a coal-scuttle,  and  often  trimmed  with  huge  bunches  of  arti- 
ficial dowers,  sometimes  with  a full-blown  peony.  From  their  shoul- 
dem  depended  loose  cloaks  or  shawls  which  etfectually  hid  all  charm  of 
figure,  and  under  these,  plain  untrimmed  skirts  reaching  only  to  the 
ankles.  Below  the  skirts  appcaired  spotless  white  hose  and  black  slip- 
])em,  kept  in  ]>lace  by  l)lack  silk  strings  wound  around  the  ankles. 
Dieir  heads  were  canopied  with  a spacituis  ])arasol  of  silk  deeply 
fringed,  and  with  a irmderous  carved  ivory  handle.  Fi’iun  their  arms 
de})ended  bags  of  richly  colored  silk  embroidered  with  manv-hued 
beads.  In  their  hands  they  carried  a ])ocket-handkerchief-  triinmed 
with  lace  and  daintily  iield  at  the  middh'  by  the  forelinger  and 
thumb,  so  that  its  whole  dimensions  and  quality  might  be  seen,  for  upon 
these  was  ofttai  (‘stimated  the  ])ecimiary  standing  of  the  familv.  In 
winter  tlieir  necks  were  eiicii’cled  with  ser[)eiUine  re>lls  of  fur  called  a 
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‘‘  l)oa,”  with  the  long  ends  dangling  in  front  ; in  suinincr  its  comple- 
ment was  a long  thin  scarf. 

Indoors  the  belies  of  tliat  day  appeared  in  ratlier  low-necked  dresses, 
sometimes  fashioned  over  the  bust  in  the  form  of  a })odice,  stiff  as  steel 
and  whalebone  could  make  it,  with  an  elastic,  steel  or  hickory  ‘‘  corset- 
board.”  Generally  there  was  a Ijroad  waist-belt,  fastened  with  a large 
and  sometimes  highly  ornamented  buckle.  The  sleeves  were  very 
large,  full,  and  puffed  above  the  elbows  into  a pattern  styled  ‘‘  mutton- 
leg,”  which  gave  undue  breadth  to  the  shoulders  and  the  appearance  of 
small  span  to  the  waist.  The  mutton-leg,”  it  is  said,  was  intro- 
duced by  an  English,  duchess  to  conceal  an  enoianous  ^ven  on  one  of  her 
arms.  Below  the  elbow  the  sleeves  were  very  tight.  The  skirt,  as  in 
the  walking-dress,  was  slioiT  and  composed  of  am})le  materials.  Flow- 
ing over  the  shoulders  was  a broad  and  elaborately  wrought  collar  of 
cambric  muslin  and  fine  needlework',  and  the  hair  was  arranged  in 
many  ‘‘puffs”  surmounted  by  a biincli  of  artificial  lioAvers  or  a tiny 
lace  cap.  Around  the  neck  was  coiled  a massive  g<Td  chain,  having  a 
pendant  of  sufficient  length  to  secure  a gold  watch,  which  was  slipped 
into  the  Avaist-belt. 

In  those  days  ContoiFs  Garden,  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  be- 
tween Leonard  and  Franklin  streets,  was  a fashionalde  resort  for  all 
re])utable  citizens  of  both  sexes,  young  and  old,  on  summer  afternoons 
and  evenings.  The  garden  was  com])rised  in  a long  narrow  lot  densely 
shaded  with  trees — so  densely  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  could  rarely 
enter.  It  presented  a cool  retreat  on  sidtry  afternoons  and  evenings, 
Avhere  the  most  delicious  ice-cream  in  ample  dislies  and  ice-cold  lemon- 
ade Avith  pound-cake,  served  by  A-'cry  l.)hu;L  waittu's  Aveaibig  A'ery  Avhite 
aprons,  might  be  had  for  a moderate  sum  of  money.  It  aa'us  dimly 
lighted  at  eA'ening  by  tiny  ta])crs  sAvimming  in  sperm  oil  in  hanging 
glass  globes,  ap})earing  but  little  brighter  than  so  many  fire-flies  on  a 
June  evening.  On  each  side  of  the  garden  Avere  stalls  painted  white 
and  oTeen.  Avith  a narroAv  table  in  the  middle  of  each  and  furnished 
Avith  seats  for  four— if  })acked,  for  six.  Coutoit's  Avas  regarded  by  pru- 
dent parents  as  an  eminently  ])roper  res()rt  for  young  ])eople  as  Avell  as 
eldei*s  to  ha\'e  refreshments,  for  no  hlpio!’  Avas  sold  there,  and  there 
Avere  neA'er  any  naughty  scenes  enacted  tlau'e. 

It  Avas  at  about  this  time,  or  perhai)s  a fcAV  years  earlier,  that  the 
families  of  the  AA'ealthier  and  more  aristocratic  citizens  Avere  jmslied  out 
of  Broadway  by  the  pressure  of  encroaching  business,  and  found  more 
(juiet  residences  away  from  the  tui-moil  of  tindt^  and  the  din  of  vGiicles 
on  the  cobble-stones.  Ce.dar  and  Lil)erty,  John  and  Fulton  streets  had 
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been  given  up  almost  wliolly  to  business  ; yet  in  all  of  tliese  some  fam- 
ilies— scions  of  the  old  Knickerbocker  race — still  remained,  even  then 
clinging  to  homes  in  A\hdl  Street.  The  dwellings  in  Cortlandt,  A'esey, 
and  I)ey  streets  Avei’c  rapidly  becoming  boarding-houses,  while  in  Park 
Place,  Ariirray,  AVarren,  and  Chambers  streets  many  members  of  the 
oldest  families  occupied  fine  residences,  sucii  as  the  Crugers,  Pauldings, 
Lees,  JLiyards,  De  Peysters,  Allens,  Clintons,  A^an  Cortlandts,  Lau- 
renses, Peekmans,  Duanes,  and  others — men  who  had  assisted  in  laying 
the  broad  foundations  of  the  amazing  jirosperity  of  the  city  of  Kew 
ATork  since  that  time. 

Some  of  these  men  removed  fartlier  away  from  the  business  ])ortions 
of  the  city  and  built  tine  residences  on  Leonard,  Pranklin,  and  AA'hite 
streets,  also  on  St.  John's  Park,  in  front  of  St.  John's  Chapel.  AChite 
Street  was  tlie  most  direct  way  from  Proadway  to  the  cliapel,  and  very 
soon  elegant  brick  dwelling-houses  were  built  on  it.  It  was  for  many 
years  the  fashionable  part  of  the  city. 

On  AVhite  Street,  near  Proadway,  lived  Francis  De]iau,  the  owner  of 
a line  of  Havre  packets,  whose  wife  was  Silvie,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Count  de  Grasse.  They  had  a family  of  most  lieautiful  daughters. 
One  of  these  married  AVashington  Coster.  She  was  pronounced  the 
most  beautiful  girl  that  ever  trod  Proadway.'’ 

Hotel  and  boarding-house  life  for  families  was  almost  unknown  fifty 
or  sixty  years  ago.  A family  who,  from  choice  and  without  jiressiiig 
necessity,  took  up  their  permanent  ;diode  in  a hotel  or  boarding-house 
lost  caste  ; and  those  who  w'ere  compelled  to  do  so  by  circumstances 
were  objects  of  pity  and  commiseration.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
few  hotels  in  the  city  at  that  time  depended  for  support  on  transient 
visitors  and  unmarried  men. 

The  grandest  inn  and  tlie  most  noted  boarding-house  at  that  time 
were  the  City  Hotel,  which  occupied  the  entire  front  between  Cedar 
and  Thames  streets,  and  the  boarding-house  of  Aliss  Alargaret  Alann, 
])opularly  known  as  **  .Aunt  Afargaret,"  at  <11  Pi’oadway.  Her  house, 
in  size  and  accommodations,  might  have  l)een  called  an  inn.  There  from 
time  to  time  distinguished  ])ersons  found  comfortable  temporary  homes. 
Among  these  Avere  John  Sinclair,  the  famous  Scotch  A'ocalist  (father  of 
Airs.  Edwin  Forrest),  at  his  first  appearance  at  the  Park  Theatre  in  the 
fall  of  ls:U.  There,  to<:>,  Tyrone  Power,  the  inimitable  Irish  come- 
dian, Avas  a guest'’  for  a time,  AA*hen  he  first  appeared  in  America,  in 
the  summer  of  1SJ3.  “ Aunt  Alargaret'’  Avill  be  remembered  by  some 

of  the  old('r  citizens  as  a (hiving  business  Avoman,  mascufme  in  appf'a.r- 
ance  and  mamiem,  thick-set  and  stout,  but  nimble  of  foot  and  more 
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nimble  of  tongue  Avlien  it  was  loosened  bv  |)rovfx:ation.  But  under 
her  rough  exterior  was  concealed  as  kindly  a heart  as  ever  throbl^ed  in 
the  breast  of  woman,  and  those  who  knew  her  best  res})ected  her 
most. 

The  City  Hotel  was  a plain  brick  structure  four  stories  in  height,  and 
pierced  in  front  by  nearly  forty  windows.  It  was  tlie  most  noted  hotel 
in  the  Union,  and  magnates  from  everywhere  visiting  the  citv  found 
an  agreeable  home  there.  It  was  almost  without  adornment,  inside  and 
outside.  Tight  inside  shutters  at  the  windows  excluded  light  and  air, 
the  furniture  was  plain  but  substantial,  and  the  table  was  always  a 
model  of  cleanlinCsSs  and  abundance.  While  Jennings  and  AVillard 
were  its  proprietors  the  City  Hotel  was  the  theatre  of  public  banquets, 
receptions  of  distinguished  persons,  the  fashionable  rendezvous  of 
dancers  at  balls  or  assemblies,  and  concerts  ; indeed  it  was  a focal 
point  of  public  entertainments  outside  the  theatres. 

Dancing  Avas  indulged  in  to  a veiw  moderate  extent  in  the  later  davs 
of  Knickerbocker  life  in  Xew  York.  It  Avas  discountenanced  by  the 
Church,  Avas  considered  almost  improper  by  fastidious  people,  and  plain 
cotillons  and  eA^en  the  more  exacting  Spanish  dance  Avere  regarded  by 
the  gayer  people  as  too  tame  to  be  A^ery  attractive. 

At  that  time  John  Charaud  Avas  the  great  ‘‘  dancing-master’’  in  the 
city,  and  taught  the  art  to  many  of  the  elderly  men  and  AAmmen  of 
to-day  aaJio  Avere  natiA'es  of  Kcav  York,  He  used  the  ladies’  dining- 
room of  the  City  Hotel  for  giAung  instructions  in  dancing,  and  there, 
Avith  its  eminently  respectable  surroundings,  he  gave  “ })ublics,”  or 
gatherings  of  the  parents  of  boys  and  girls  Avho  Avere  his  pupils,  at 
stated  times,  to  Avitness  the  scientific  inoA-enn'iits  of  theii‘  children. 
Charaud  used  this  room  until  he  Iniilt  his  famous  l)a  11-room  in  White 
Street,  between  Church  and  C'liapel  streets.  He  liAxd  until  he  aaois 
about  fourscore  and  ten,  and  danced  until  the  last.  He  had  lived  to 
see  the  best  population  of  the  toAvn  tiee  l>efore  ra])acious  business,  miles 
to  the  nortliAvard  and  yet  Avithiii  the  thronging  city,  and  his  famous 
ball-room  became  a dog-pit,  Avhere  the  dregs  of  soch^ty  herded. 

The  ladies’  dining-room  of  the  City  Hotel  A\'as  hired  for  concert  imr- 
I'joses  by  foreign  artists  Avho  came  to  Xew  York'.  A little  later  than 
the  tihic  Ave  are  considering,  Henry  Bussell,  an  English  A'ocalist,  sang 
in  that  room,  and  there  he  lii’st  introduced  to  the  public  General 
Alorris's  famous  song,  ‘‘  Woodman,  Spare  that  Ti’ee.  ” 

Bussell,  though  regarded  by  educatetl  musicians  and  musical  critics 
as  an  inferior  artist,  became  (pute  a “ lion"  in  Xew  York,  lie  and 
the  author  of  “ Woodman,  Spare  that  Tree,  " <J'ten  met  in  social  circles. 
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It  is  related  that  on  one  of  tliese  occasions,  when  Captain  iMarryat,  the 
eminent  Engiisli  novelist,  was  of  tlie  company,  Itussell  ^vas  invited  to 
sing  tlie  popular  song.  As  he  was  singing  the  closing  stanza,  Marryat 
appi'oached  the  piano  and  laid  before  the  vocalist  the  following  para- 
phrase of  the  fii*st  stanza,  written  in  pencil  : 

“ Lady,  give  me  tea, 

And  I will  make  a bow  ; 

In  youth  it  pleased  me, 

And  I do  love  it  now. 

’Twas  my  old  mother’s  hand 
That  poured  it  from  the  pot  ; 

Pray,  lady,  let  it  stand, 

For  it  is  too  d— d hot  !” 

Ilussell  sang  the  paraphrase  amid  great  merriment,  in  which  tlie 
author  lieartily  joined. 
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ClIAPTEE  III. 


HE  metliods  in  the  conduct  of  funerals  in  the  Ivniclcerhocker  era 


were  peculiar.  The  religious  cereiiionies  wei’e  usually  performed 
at  the  home  of  the  deceased,  where,  after  they  were  ended,  liquors  were 
dispensed  to  the  whole  company  in  attendance.  Those  who  for  want 
of  room  were  compelled  to  remain  outside  the  house,  were  served  by 
colored  waiters  with  towels  on  their  arms,  and  bearing  filled  decanters 
with  glasses  on  a salver.  These  liquors  were  generally  cordials,  wliicli 
exhilarated  but  did  not  intoxicate. 

The  graveyards  were  usually  not  far  from  the  (hvellings,  and  instead 
of  employing  a hearse  the  coffin  was  carried  on  a bier,  on  the  shoulders 
of  four  men,  while  the  pall-bearers  walked  alongside  and  held  the  black 
tassels  of  the  pall.  Each  of  these  pall-bearers,  as  well  as  the  minister 
aiul  the  })hysician,  was  furnished  with  a fine  white  linen  scarf  having 
sulflcient  material  to  uiake  a shirt.  This  fashion  of  furnishing  scarfs 
became  an  arbitrary  custom,  which  often  bore  heavily  upon  the 
resources  of  families  in  moderate  circumstances.  INlanv  worthy  people 
were  sorely  pinched  to  provide  this  ap})arently  necessary  mark  of 
respect  for  deceased  relatives. 

At  length  members  of  the  old  Tontine  Association — the  most  re- 
spectable society  in  the  city — resolved  to  relieve  the  community  of  this 
burden.  Some  prominent  memlier  called  a meeting  at  the  old  Tontine 
Coffee-House,  in  AVall  Street,  to  discuss  the  subject,  ATarly  two 
hundred  ]iersons  were  present — men  of  weight  in  social  inlluence— and 
these  all  signed  a pledge  that  they  would  abstain  from  the  custom  of 
supplying  scarfs  at  funerals,  exce{)t  to  the  clergyman  and  attending 
jiliysician.  Their  action  was  immediately  felt  in  a rapid  decline  of  the 
custom,  and  a haj^py  relief  of  the  community  from  a grievous  l)urden  to 
many.  ’ 

Kestaurants  (then  called  eating-houses’*)  were  alm()St  unknown 
even  in  the  later  days  of  Knickerbocker  life  in  Xew  York.  They 
were  among  the  enilier  indications  of  “ foi-eign  innuence”  in  the  social 
syst<mi  of  the  city,  wliieli  has  transfornu'd  honn‘  diiun's  at  noon  into 
abs('ntees  from  the  mid-day  meal.  At  the  tai)les  of  tliese  “ eating- 
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bouses”  a curious  collection  of  men,  young  and  old,  miglit  be  seen. 
The  spruce  merchant's  clerk,  neatly  attired,  sat  silently  by  the  side  of 
a drayman  in  coarse  Idoiise  or  a begrimed  street  laborer  in  overalls. 

For  a long  time  these  ]>laees  were  shunned  by  the  conservative  and 
home-loving  Knickerbockers  as  vulgar  ; and  so  they  were.  Xo  re- 
spectable woman  was  ever  seen  entering  their  doors.  She  would  faint 
with  himo-er  before  she  would  risk  the  social  stie^ma.  Even  so  late  as 
1S35,  when  James  Thom[)son  opened  a ''  saloon”  at  117  Broadway  foi’ 
the  sale  of  cakes  and  other  delicacies  for  the  special  accommodation  of 
ladies  out  a-sliopping,  and  presented  delicious  temptations  in  Ids 
windows,  shop])ers  were  seldom  beguiled  into  the  attractive  room, 
althougli  the  sisters  of  the  pro])rietor,  middle-aged  women,  were  in 
attendance.  Society  said  it  was  not  jn-oj^er  ; but  society,  like  an 
individual,  changes  its  opinions.  Thompson,  after  patient  Availing  in 
faith  and  after  ])reparing  a ]vdace,  richly  decorated,  up  Broadway,  near 
Avhere  Contoit  flourislied,  found  society  yielding.  Tlie  tahno  Avas 
gradually  remoAmd.  Society  said  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  CA’cn  ladies 
alone,  might  Avith  propriety  enter  and  partak'e  of  good  tilings  offered. 
Knickerbocker  fastidiousness  and  shrinking*  modestA"  miAm  aaviav 

After  a AAdiile,  Avhen  families  left  ajiartments  OAmr  stores  and  moved 
up  toAvn,  dining-rooms  for  gentlemen  l)ecame  po|)ular.  Among  the 
earlier  of  tliese  Avas  that  of  Clarke  ^ BroAvn,  near  the  junction  of 
Maiden  Lane  and  laherty  Street.  It  became  a dail}^  resort  for  mer- 
chants and  professional  men.  For  a long  time  it  Avas  visited  almost 
exclusiA'ely  liy  Englishmen,  Avho  there  found  their  faA^orito  rare  roast 
lieef,  steaks  barely  AA’armed  througli,  plum-])uddings,  and  Burton's 
stock  ale,”  though  breAved  by  iMr.  Vassar  at  Poughkeepsie  or  at  Phila- 
del})hia.  The  Knickei-liockers  did  not  take  kindly  to  this  fare.  They 
Avere  accustomed  to  thoroughly  cooked  food,  and  did  not  like  the  crim- 
son juice  as  a substitute  for  graAW.  But  after  a Avhile  Knickerbock<n’ 
prejudice  gaA'e  Avay  : Knickerbocker  taste  changed,  and  the  dining- 
rooms of  Clarke  A P>i’own  became  a cosmopolitan  resort  for  hungry 
men. 

MeaiiAvliile  a tlioroughly  American  restaurant,  Avliich  aaois  digiiified 
Avitli  the  name  of  the  Auction  Hotel,  aa'us  opened  in  Water  Street,  near 
AVall  Street.  It  derived  its  title  from  its  proximity  to  the  great  auc- 
tion rooms  of  Haggerty  A Sons,  Wihnerding  A:  Co.,  and  other  famous 
auctioneers.  The  jiropiletor  had  been  a merchant,  failed  in  business, 
0])ened  this  restaurant,  and  Avas  A*ery  pros])crous.  One  day  he  invit('d 
all  his  CTcditors  to  a bountiful  i'e])ast.  T1k‘  tabh.^  aasis  spread  in  an 
upper  ])ri\’ate  room.  In  the  na]>kins  ]>laced  l)efore  each  guest  Avas 
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f..iin<]  a sealed  envelope,  which  when  opened  was  found  to  contain  a 
riiivk  for  the  principal  and  interest  of  theii*  respective  claims.  This 
hmiest  act  brought  to  the  ])roprietor  the  substantial  reward  of  vastly 
iiK'reased  business,  and  he  died  a rich  man. 

At  aijout  this  time  a colored  man  named  Downing  Iiecame  famous 
iimong  lovers  of  oysters — and  wlio  is  not  a lover  of  f>ysters  ? — because 
of  his  rare  skill  in  preparing  them  for  tlie  table.  Downing's  oyster 
cthar"  consisted  of  the  basement  of  two  small  buildings  in  Broad 
Street,  near  "Wall  Street.  It  became  the  favorite  resort  of  merchants, 
hankers,  brokers,  lawyers,  and  politicians — a sort  of  social  exchange. 
Downing  flourished,  was  called  “Prince  Saddleback,”  accumulated  a 
fortune,  and  at  a ripe  old  age  left  tlie  establishment  and  its  “good 
will  ” TO  his  son,  George  T. 

Another  famous  restaurant -Iceeper  was  Edward  AVindust,  who  occu- 
|iied  a basement  on  Park  Bow,  near  the  old  Ikirk  Theatre.  It  was  a 
favorite  resort  of  theatrical  and  literary  people  of  every  degi’ee.  Be- 
tween the  ])kyv3  at  the  Ikirk  it  was  always  crowded  \vith  jolly  fellows. 
The  walls  were  adorned  with  quaint  and  curious  reminiscences  of  the 
di’ama:  musty  old  theatre  bills,  a j)iece  of  some  ancient  wardrol)e,  a 
fi'ame  with  a lock  of  Sliakespeare's  hair,  a s\vord  used  on  the  stage  by 
Garrick,  on  a shelf  a rare  volume  of  plays  and  othm*  antiquated  arti- 
cles familiar  to  ])layers.  It  was  an  actor's  museum. 

At  TVindust’s  half  a century  ago,  or  even  ^\'ithin  a generation, 
actors  and  literary  magnates  met  nightly  in  social  intercourse.  There 
might  have  been  seen,  fifty  or  more  years  ago,  Coojier,  Edmund  Kean, 
dunius  Brutus  Booth  (father  of  Edwin  Booth),  T.  G-.  Hamblin,  the 
AVallacks  (Henry  and  James),  Henry  Placide,  Simpson,  the  manager  of 
the  Park  ; “ Old  Barnes,*’  and  a score  of  lesser  theatitcal  lights,  with 
leading  men  in  the  realm  of  literature  and  art  in  the  city  at  that  time. 

Vdindust  became  i‘ich,  and  with  riches  came  undue  ambition.  He 
left  his  famous  basement  in  Park  Bow  and  opened  the  Atlienmum 
Hotel,  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Leonard  Street,  where  his  beau- 
tiful daughters  and  nieces  might  have  been  seen  Hitting  through  the 
halls  and  up  the  staircases.  Adndust  had  entered  watei’s  too  deep 
for  him,  in  trying  to  keep  a hotel.  The  Atheiueum  was  soon  closed. 
He  went  back  to  his  basement,  but  its  prestige  had  de[)arte<l  never  to 
Dturn. 

The.se  were  the  princi})al  restaurant-kee])ei*s  in  Xew  York  half  a cen- 
tnry  ago,  and  Avere  paiticipants  in  the  social  transformation  to  which 
al!iisi(ui  has  Ihumi  made. 

-\nother  feature  of  this  social  transformation  in  Ycav  Y<>rk  appeared 
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more  than  fifty  years  aoro,  ^ylien  Delmonico  and  Guerin  established 
cfjfh — a purely  European  innoyation.  They  were  the  pioneers  in  tie* 
business  in  New  York.  They  began  on  a small  scale.  Delmonico's 
establishment  was  in  a small  store  on  AVilliani  Street,  op])Osite  tlu* 
North  Dutch  Church.  It  contained  a half-dozen  pine  tables,  and 
wooden  chairs  to  match,  and  on  a board  counter  coyered  with  snow- 
Avhite  najddns  was  2unged  the  scanty  as'sortment  of  dehcacies  to  be 
seryed.  lie  had  earthenware  cups  and  saucei*s,  two-tined  forks  and 
kniyes  with  buck-bone  liandlos,  common  ‘‘  blovrn”  glassware,  and  a 
large  tin  coffee-pot.  Ilis  tiny  bill  of  fare  contained  the  mysterious 
words  now  so  common — ‘‘filets,-’  ‘"cafe,”  “ chocolat,”  “macaroni,” 
“ petit  terne,”  and  other  French  names.  These  were  seryed  by  Del- 
monico in  pemon,  who  was  distinguished  by  a white  ]xiper  cap  and 
apron.  Ilis  courteous  manner  and  his  noyelties  soon  attracted  the 
young  Knickerbockers,  who  acknowledged  his  cookery  to  be  superior 
to  any  known  in  the  city.  But  these  youths  made  tlieir  yisits  at  in- 
teryals,  generally  indulging  in  the  pleasures  of  the  cafe  on  a Saturday 
afternoon,  when  two  or  three  would  agree  to  meet  there,  but  in  a 
secret  way,  for  it  seemed  to  them  as  almost  forbidden  ground. 

The  customers  of  Delmonico  gradually  increased  until  his  little  sho]) 
became  too  small  for  their  accommodation,  and  he  remoyed  to  Ilanoyer 
Square,  where,  in  the  great  conflagration,  his  continually  growing 
establishment  was  licked  up  by  the  rapacious  flames  and  disappeared  in 
smoke.  Phoenix-like,  it  arose  from  the  ashes  rejuyenated,  and  on  the 
corner  of  ATilliam  and  Beayer  streets  he  built  a spacious  restaurant, 
where  he  and  his  brothers,  with,  their  sons  and  nepliews,  accumulated 
fortunes.  “ Delmonico’s”  to-day  is  the  most  extensiye,  magnificent, 
and  expensiye  cnfe  on  this  continent. 

Delmonico’s  riyal  at  first  was  Francis  Guerin,  a Frenchman,  who 
opened  a cafe  on  Broadway,  opposite  the  City  Hotel.  His  shop- window 
was  a most  inyiting  teiiq)tation  to  the  palate.  Thei’e  was  pastry  of  all 
kinds,  French  confectionery  in  handsome  boxes,  bottles  of  cordials, 
and  all  kinds  of  fruit  in  their  season.  Inside,  on  along  table,  were  dis- 
played tarts  and  confections  in  abundance.  Sandwiches,  sardines,  and 
the  sweet  things  just  mentioned  were  the  staple  offerings  of  the  estal)- 
lislmient  to  its  customers.  It  was  neyer  a real  cafe,  though  a little 
coffee  and  chocolate  ^v^ere  furnished  in  a small  room  at  the  rear  of  the 
store  ; and  there,  in  summer,  ice-cream  might  be  procured.  It  was 
neyer  entered  by  ladies,  and  it  finally  degenerated  into  a cosmopolitan 
drinking-saloon.  As  such  it  became  yeiw  ])opular,  and  Guerin  s<x)n 
made  a fortune. 
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Delmoiiico  was  a generous,  eiitei‘[)rising  Italuni,  'wiio  started  on  a 
tixt'd  plan,  and  adhered  to  it;  a sound,  intelligent  man,  who  aimed  to 
|.l!‘;ise  both  the  eye  and  ])alate,  and  lived  to  lind  his  fame  established 
all  over  the  United  States,  and  even  in  Europe.  Guerin  was  a ])enuri- 
ous  Frenchman,  without  personal  ambition,  who  accumulated  an  im- 
nuaise  estate,  but  left  no  record  of  how  he  lived  or  how  lie  died. 

It  was  at  near  the  close  of  tlie  Knickerbock'er  era  in  Xew  Yoi'k  that 
the  convenient  omnibus  was  first  introduced  into  the  city  by  a shrewd 
( 'onnecticut  man  (Humphrey  Phelps),  who  afterward  became  cjuite  an 
(extensive  map  publisher  in  the  meti'opolis.  lie  was  the  driver  of  his 
own  vehicle.  The  hint  was  instantly  acted  uj)on,  and  when  tiie  sys- 
tem was  fairly  inaugurated  there  were  three  rival  lines,  and  Phelps  left 
the  field  to  his  competitors.  Before  the  advent  of  these  vehicles  citizens 
A\'ho  could  not  affiwd  to  own  a coach  depended  on  their  own  natural 
]iowers  of  locomotion. 

The  first  omnibus  appeared  in  1830.  It  traversed  Broadway,  from 
the  Bowling  Green  to  Bleecker  Street.  In  stormy  weather,  or  when 
there  was  a lady  among  the  ])assengers,  the  obliging  di-iver  ^yould  go 
as  far  as  the  Kip  mansion,  on  the  site  of  the  Xew  York  Hotel. 

The  omnibuses  were  few  in  number.  They  were  finely  decorated, 
and  bore  the  names  of  distinguished  American  citizens  emblazoned 
on  their  sides.  There  was  the  ‘‘Lady  Ykishington,'’  the  ‘‘Lady 
Clinton,'’  the  “George  Washington,'’  the  “ De  AVitt  Clinton,”  the 
“ Benjamin  Franklin,’'  the  “ Thomas  Jefferson,”  etc.  These  vehicles 
were  drawn  Iw  four  matched  horses. 

The  rival  lines  of  stages  were  owned  respectively  by  Abraham 
Brower,  Evan  Jones,  and  — Colvill.  Bi’ower's  ‘*  stal)les'’  were  mere 
sheds,  on  Broadway,  opposite  Bond  Street  ; Jones's  ^vere  on  AVhite 
Street,  and  Colvill's  on  Grand  Street,  just  east  of  Broadway.  The 
fares  (one  shilling  each)  were  collected  l)y  a small  boy  \vho  stood  on 
the  step  at  the  entrance  to  the  omnibus. 

AYry  soon  a fourth  line  of  omnibuses  Avas  established  by  Asa  Hall,  a 
hatter  on  l)ey  Street,  Avhich  started  from  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Xas- 
sau  streets,  Avent  up  BroadAvay  to  Canal  Street,  thence  to  Hudson 
Street,  and  by  the  green  fields  and  gardcms  until  it  nxiched  the  village 
ot  Gi’eenwich,  the  tenninus  of  the  route  l)eing  (present)  ('liarles  Street. 
Ihc  fare  Avas  twenty-five  cents  each.  This  aft^u'ward  famous  “ Green- 
wich Line”  of  stages  Hall  sold  to  two  enterprising  young  men,  Alessi*s. 
Kip  and  Brown.  They  made  monev  rapidha  Kip  became  the  soul  of 
'‘nt(;i‘prise  and  good  deeds  in  Gmenwirh  A’illago.  1’1k‘  business  of  the 
mute  Avas  linallv  rmbied  bv  the  building  of  the  Eighth  Avenue  Pail- 
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road.  ]vi|)  lost  liis  fortmio  largely  in  litigation  Avitli  the  huge  niono}«!lv. 
and  died  ])oor. 

In  those  days  the  livery  business  was  so  risky  that  its  accoininoilu 
tions  were  lew.  If  a gentleinan  desired  to  take  a lady  on  a ride  <^ut 
town,  and  did  not  possess  a carriage  of  his  own,  he  was  compelled  n. 
search  the  city  for  a nice  one,  and  give  a day  or  two's  notice  in  order  t.. 
secure  it. 

Society,  so  called,  near  the  close  of  the  Knickerbocker  era  in  Kew 
York,  was  not  subdivided  as  now.  Business  was  open,  straightfonviud. 
truthful,  and  sincere.  iMen  inade  fortunes  by  industry  and  thrift,  and 
ke])t  them  by  the  exercise  of  prudence  and  sound  judgment.  They  did 
not,  as  a ]“ule,  retire  from  business  to  live  an  idle  life,  unless  compelled 
to  do  so  by  old  age  or  sickness.  There  seemed  to  be  no  royal  road  to 
AV'calth  or  distinction,  j’he  road  to  these  ac(|uisitions  was  the  old 
l)paten  track,  and  pursued  by  men  of  every  <legree.  Fortunes  Avere  not 
made  and  lost  in  a day.  Gambling  in  stocks  Avas  iniknown.  Credit 
Avas  based  more  upon  personal  character  than  upon  estates. 

There  AA'ere  Tcav  OA'ershadoAving  fortunes  in  those  days.  Kicli  men 
(then  so  esteemed)  did  not,  as  a I’ule,  ])ossess  more  of  an  estate  in  auIik- 
than  the  sums  uqav  annually  spent  by  many  men  in  meeting  the 
expenses  of  tlieir  respective  ])rincely  habitations.  Every  man  Avho  ])aid 
his  del)ts  ])unctually,  thrived  by  fj-ugality,  and  rigidly  conformed  to  tlu* 
requirements  of  social  ethics,  Avas  thorougldy  respected  by  all  classes, 
AAdiether  he  Avas  a ])rofessional  nuni,  a merchant,  or  an  artisan,  for  it 
AAUts  the  jAre vailing  sentiment  in  society  that 


“ AVorth  makes  tbo  man,  the  of  it  the  fellow.” 

Dinner  and  evening  ]Aurti('s  Avere  not  frecpient,  even  among  the  rich, 
and  stated  reception  days  oi'  evenings  Avere  not  known,  for  ctdls  oi‘ 
visits  AAmre  acts  <jf  genuitie  f]*iendshi]>,  and  not  of  mere  ceremony,  as 
now.  There  was  always  a Avarm  Avelcome  for  all  ])]’oper  visitors,  and 
the  recipient  of  guests  v'as  not  “ put  out  by  an  unceremonious 
call. 

On  jiarticular  occasions,  like  tluit  of  a wedding,  cards  of  invitation 
AA^ere  sent  out  : outside  experts  Avere  enijdoyed,  and  much  ceremony, 
as  in  the  olden  time,  Avas  observed.  About  ISdo  a colored  man  named 
Jackson,  Avho  liAunl  in  IIoAA'ard  Fti’cet.  was  the  rem)Avned  caterer  on 
Such  occasions,  lie  Avas  the  final  unpiiiA^  in  all  cases,  ('X(*epting  Avhen  a 
jury  of  oM  knlii\>,  whose  youth  lia.d  be<m  spent  in  the  last  century,  do 
cided  otherwise.  lie  was  ])ompous  and  fussy,  and  was  seen  at  all  the 
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wedding  parties.  Tlie  wedding-ealve  in  those  dnvs  was  almost 
mvarialdy  made  by  good  Katie  Keiguson,  a colored  woman  in  AVarreii 
Snvet,  who  organized  the  first  Sunday-schoed  in  the  city  of  Xew  York. 
The  cake  was  niade  at  the  home  of  the  hihh*,  and  Katie  was  sent  f(.)r 
from  all  quarters  to  superintend  its  composition. 

At  the  wedding  feast  everything  bore  the  features  of  solidity,  though 
dainty  delicacies  Avere  not  Avanting.  Abundance  Avas  a conspicuous 
h'ature.  Hams,  chickens,  turkeys,  sometimes  game,  home-made  ])re- 
serves,  brandy-peaches,  nuts,  lady-apples,  oranges,  grapes,  and  raisins 
were  seen  in  iTigh  china  dishes.  A towering  form  of  ice-cream  from 
Contoit's  graced  the  table  and  gave  promise  to  tlie  palate  of  delicious 
(‘ujoyment.  Champagne  Avas  seldom  used,  but  port,  slierry,  and 
.Madeira  ahvays  enlivened  the  marriage-supper.  "Where \^er  in  the  room 
a sih’er  candlestick  could  be  placed,  Avax  caTulles  added  their  soft,  mel- 
low light  to  tliat  of  astral  lamps. 

Social  eA'ening  gatherings  Avere  ])i‘eceded  bv  invitations  to  tea'’  or 
‘'to  spend  the  eAxning. In  either  case  it  aaxis  understood  that  the 
guests  AA-^ere  to  appear  as  early  as  sen^en  o'clock,  and  retiin  not  later 
than  ten  o'clock.  To  spend  the  eAa?ning'’  implied  engaging  in 
simple  social  enjoyment,  mitrammelled  by  con\'entional  rules.  Their 
enjoyment  consisted  in  dancing,  singing,  a (juiet  game  of  Avhist  by  the 
elders,  and  ])lays,'’  such  as  *'  button,  button,  Avho's  got  the  button  T’ 
“ Imnt  the  slipper,'’  **  paAvns,'’  etc.,  by  the  young  ])eople.  Only  the 
modest  cotillon  and  sometimes  tlie  ancieiit  minuet  Avere  allowed,  for 
K"eAv  York  had  not  yet  consented  to  let  its  sons  and  daughtei*s  engage 
in  the  round  dances  or  the  exciting  Avaltz.  Kefreshments  AA'ere  handed 
round  by  Ava  iters. 

At  *Hea'' CA'erythi ng  AA'as  informal.  Tlie  mistress  of  the  household 
presided  at  tlie  table.  The  family  sihmr,  china,  and  cut-glass  Avare 
AA'ere  displayed,  and  there  Avas  a bountiful  provision  of  shortcake,  bis- 
cuits. preseiwes,  dried  beef,  SAA'eet-cake,  ami  tea  and  coffee.  At  these 
CA'cning  gatherings  of  frieruls,  the  majoi'ity  of  the  company  Avere  of  the 
gentlei*  sex. 

Public  “ balls'’  or  “ assemljlies"  at  the  A])ollo  Kooms,  in  ProadAA’ay 
near  Canal  Street,  though  conducted  Avith  givat  ])ro])riety,  Avere 
regarded  as  indelicate  if  not  Auilgar  hy  the  staid  Knickerbockei’s,  and  it 
Avasnot  until  balls,  disguised  under  tlu'  name  of  “ reunions,’'  conducted 
by  the  reigning  ])rince  of  dancei’s,  Chai’aud,  AA'ere  held  at  the  City 
Hotel  that  Knickerbocker  fastidiousness  consented  to  give  free  rein  to 
the  inclination  of  the  young  peo])le  in  tliat  dir(H:tion.  diai’aud  had 
taught  their  mothers  and  cA'cn  grandmothers  the  art  of  dancing,  and 
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lie,  as  floor  manager,  stamped  these  reimions”  with  the  seal  of  ]m.- 
jirietv. 

The  drama,  presenting  tlie  great  masters  in  literature  and  the  histri- 
onic art.  was  always  a fascinating  and  instructive  amusement  ; hul  tlir 
theatre  was  not  generally  ])0[)ular  among  tlioughttul  Knickerbock'eis. 
because  of  its  shortcomings  in  intellect  and  morals,  until  the  judiciom 
management  of  the  Park  Theatre,  liy  Price  and  Simpson,  overcame  aii 
serious  objections.  More  and  more  frec|uently  Knickerbocker  familic-, 
of  influence  (exce])ting  church-members)  were  seen  in  the  dress-circle  at 
the  Park,  and  it  was  admitted  that  the  playhouse  so  conducted  was 
highly  re])utal)le. 

The  Park  Theatre  was  luiilt  in  179S.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  ami 
rebuilt  in  1.S21,  and  its  amlitorium  was  so  extensive  that  twenty-livt^ 
hundred  persons  might  be  comfortalily  seated  in  it.  The  scenery  was 
mostly  ])ainted  by  the  skilful  hand  of  John  Evers,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  iXational  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design,  yet  (1883)  living  at 
Hempstead,  L.  I.  Its  interior  decorations  were  attractive,  but  its 
front,  on  Park  Pow,  was  so  plain  that  it  might  have  lieen  mistaken  for 
an  old-fashioned  Methodist  meeting-house,  had  not  a wooden  statue  of 
Shakespeare,  standing  over  the  main  entrance,  proclaimed  it  a tem})k' 
of  the  histrionic  muse. 

The  entrances  to  the  I^irk  Theati’o  were  narrow  and  dark,  the  utter 
blackness  being  subdued  by  the  feeble  light  of  oil  lamps.  The  lobl)ics 
were  dingy  and  dirty,  and  as  ])lain  as  the  mason  and  car[)enter  could 
make  them.  The  auditorium  consisted  of  three  tiers  of  seats  and  th(' 
pit,  noAv  styled  tlie  })ar(piet.  In  the  former  were  settees,  with  Ixicks 
covered  with  dark  maroon.  Tlie  })it,  wholly  occupied  by  ]nen  and  boys, 
was  entered  by  a subterranean  passage.  The  benches  ^vere  with- 
out cushions,  with  barely  enough  room  between  them  for  persons  to 
crowd  by. 

Such  was  the  “ linest  ])layhonse  in  America"  half  a century  ago. 
Between  1821  and  183n  eminent  actors  (chiefly  English)  trod  its  board- 
■ — iMatthews,  ( ’ooper,  (’ook,  Edmund  Kean,  I^facready,  Junius  Bi'utu 
Bo(R1i,  the  excellent  Z\lrs.  Wheatley,  and  several  young  as])irants  tor 
Thespian  fame  who  afterward  became  Inlght  luminaries  in  the  theatrical 
firmament.  It  was  at  the  Park  Tlieatre.  on  the  evening  of  ATovembei’ 
;12,  1S2C>,  tiiat  the  beautiful  domestic  drama  entitled  Chiru  the  JfanI  nj 
2lihni^  written  by  our  countryman,  John  Howard  Payne,  was  lirst 
performed  in  America.  It  was  operatic  in  style,  and  contained  that 
]xuhetic  song.  “ Home,  Sweet  Honuu"  which  gave  the  author  immor 
tality  ill  the  world's  littu'ature.  The  music  of  the  play  was  wiftten  i>y 
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ir<“Tii'y  r>islio}),  who  coinposecl  a largo  ]>ortion  of  tlie  nuisic  for 
Monro's  Irish  melodics,  the  air  being  suggested  by  Payne  himself.^" 

Near  the  close  of  the  Ivniekerbocker  era  the  Italian  opera  was 
lirst  intrcxluced  into  Xew  York  l)y  Signor  iMamiel  (bircia,  an  eminent 
{(‘iior  from  Italy,  lie  and  his  troii[)e  were  brought  to  this  country  by 
noininick  Lynch,  a wealthy  Xew  York  wine-merchant.  This  novel 
pci'formance — novel  to  most  Americans — liogan  at  the  Park  Theatre 
OH  the  i^Oth  of  Xovember,  ISiA,  and  was  given  two  nights  in  each 
week  as  an  experiment.  The  opera  was  Possini's  Barhtr  of  Secille. 
The  leader  of  the  orchestra  was  I3e  Leon.  There  were  seven  violins, 
two  tenors,  two  basses,  three  violoncellos,  two  llutes,  two  clarinets, 
two  horns,  two  trumpets,  one  bassoon,  and  one  kettledrum.  The  cast 
was  as  follows  : 

(’ouNT  Alma\tv'a Signor  Garcia  ' FLor.ELLo 

Doctor  Baetolo Signor  Eo.sieli  | Figaro 

Basilio Signor  Angrisani  i Rosin  a 

Barta Signora  Garcii 

The  house  was  thronged  in  every  part  with  the  most  brilliant  assem- 
blage ever  seen  in  an  American  theatre.  The  receijds  were  s:>hS(). 
The  next  morning  one  of  the  city  newspapers  contained  the  following 
remarks  : 

“ The  repeated  plaudits  with  which  the  theatre  ]*ung  4'AU'e  unecpiivo- 
cal,  unaffected  bursts  of  rapture.  The  signorini  [Garcia's  daughter] 
seems  to  us  a being  of  a new  creation.  . . . The  best  compliment 

* The  history  of  this  song  is  interesting.  At  about  1S21  or  1S23  Charles  Kemble,  then 
the  nianager  of  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  Ijoiidon,  engaged  Payne,  then  in  Paris,  to  write 
a play  for  him.  He  translated  the  phi}'  of  Anf/iokttn.  It  was  accepted  by  Kemble,  but  at 
that  juncture  it  was  brought  out  at  a rival  theatre.  Thcreurain  I’ayne  slightly  altered 
the  plot,  introduced  several  songs  and  duets  into  the  piece,  and  transformed  it  into  an 
opera  under  the  title  of  Clari,  the  Maid  of  Milan.  The  song  of  “ Homo,  Sweet  Homo’' 
was  introduced  in  the  second  act,  and  was  sung  with  great  ])athos  by  a sister  of  Ellen 
Tree  (afterward  Hrs.  Charles  Kean)  as  Ciari,  the  heroiru'  of  the  play.  The  oj)era,  lirst 
])roduced  in  iMay,  1824,  was  a wonderful  success.  Payne  had  v.  ritten  to  Bishop  from 
1‘aris  before  tbe  opera  was  produced  that  he  had  not  time  to  i)olish  the  songs,”  but 
thought  “ ‘Home,  Sweet  Home,’  as  a refrain,  would  come  in  nicely.”  When  the  song 
was  published  one  hundred  thousand  copies  were  at  once  disposed  of,  ami  the  profits  of 
the  publishers  two  years  afterward,  it  is  said,  amounted  to  sIO.OOO.  In  these  profits 
Payne  did  ind  share. 

lohn  Howard  Payne  was  born  in  tbe  city  of  New  Yorlc,  at  No.  33  Broad  StiTet,  near  tbe 
corner  of  Pearl  Street,  on  June  9,  1791.  He  was  a precocious  youth,  and  inclined  toward 
the  stage.  His  father  tried  to  prevent  his  pursning  tins  inclination,  but  failed.  He 
bigau  his  dramatic  caii  vr  \^■hen  he  was  ordy  sixteen  VL-ars  <>f  ;ige.  He  lirst  c.pyiirod  at 
the  Park  Theatre.  He  Went  to  England,  where  he  obtained  the  title  of  the  " American 
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that  can  be  paid  to  the  company  ^^'as  the  unbrolcen  attention  that 
yielded  throughout  the  entire  performance,  exce|)t  that  it  ^vas  now  and 
then  interrupted  by  judiciously  bestowed  marks  of  applause,  whicli  were 
simultaneously  given  from  ail  parts  of  the  house.’’ 

Tlie  singing  of  Signorini  Garcia  produced  a new  sensation  in  tla^ 
city.  She  performed  at  the  Jlowery  Theatre  (then  just  opened)  the 
next  year,  when  she  received  $10,000  for  seventeen  nights’  ])erform- 
ance.  But  the  excitement  in  the  public  mind  \vas  only  temporary. 
The  attendance  fell  off,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  the  troupe  aban- 
doned the  enterprise  and  returned  to  Europe.  In  1S32  Dunlap  wrote  : 
TVe  doubt  not  but  those  patriots  [citizens  who  had  been  active  in 
procuring  the  presence  of  the  troupe]  tvlio  introduced  the  Italian  ojiera 
into  America  will  lie  Immoitalizcd  in  the  history  of  the. march  of  mind." 

Garcia’s  was  a llorid  style  of  singing.  Ilis  voice  Avas  excpiisite,  and 
he  gave  unbounded  ])leasure.  Angrisani’s  bass  was  deemed  almost 
miraculous.  It  was  unequalled  in  deptli  and  sweetness. 

Garcia’s  daimhter,  Sittnorini  l\Iaria  Felicite,  was  a marvellous 
singer.  Her  voice  was  what  the  Italians  call  a conindto.  In  person 
she  was  about  the  middle  height,  plump,  eyes  dark  and  expressive,  and 
a sweet  smile  was  almost  constantly  upon  her  lips  and  in  her  eyes.  In 
IMarcli,  1820,  while  at  the  heiglit  of  her  brilliant  career,  she  married 
Eugene  Maliliran,  an  aged  and  wealthy  French  merchant  of  Xew 
York,  and  ex])ected  to  retire  from  the  stage.  In  this  matter  she  had 
yielded  her  own  inclinations  to  tlie  will  and  commands  of  her  father. 
The  brilliant  vision  of  wealth  that  dazzled  the  eyes  of  Garcia  were  illu- 
sory. Misfortune  overtook  IMalibran.  He  became  a bankriqit,  and  slie 
was  compelled  to  resume  her  in-ofession  for  her  own  support.  She 
sang  in  old  Grace  CImrch,  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Thanie.^ 
Street,  on  Sundays.  Early  in  l'^2T  slio  appeared  at  the  Bowery  Theatre, 
and  in  Octol»er  of  the  same  year  slie  bade  farewell  to  the  American 
stage  as  the  Jhincess  of  Aavarre  in  Jo/i/i  of  Par/s.  In  Xovember  she 

Roscius.”  He  ^va.s  cordially  greeted  in  Fai-is  by  the  great  tragedian  Talma.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  i)irr.sued  a career  of  varied  success  as  actor,  playwright,  and  managn  r, 
and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1832.  In  1841  he  was  appointed  .\merican  C'onsul 
at  Tunis,  where  he  died  April  9,  1852.  At  the  suggestion  and  at  the  expense  of  W.  W. 
.Corcoran,  of  Washington,  his  remains  were  brought  to  tlie  X7nited  States,  and  received 
with  X'ublic  honors  at  his  native  city,  on  Marc-h  22,  1S83.  Thence  they  were  conveyed  to 
Washington  and  interred  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia.  The 
tombstone,  of  white  Italian  marble,  which  was  originally  plae.ed  at  the  head  of  his  grave 
in  a cemetery  at  Tunis,  bearing  the  erroneous  inscription,  " He  died  at  the  American 
Consulate,  in  this  city  [Tunis],  April  1,  lS.y2.  He  was  born  in  tlie  rity  of  liostou.  StnT.« 
of  Massachusetts,  June  the  8th,  1702,”  was  also  set  up  at  the  place  of  his  new  intcriULiit. 
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s^nle<]  for  Europe,  san£>*  with  great  applause  iu  Loudou  and  Paris,  and 
tVom  that  time  remained  the  um-ivalleU  (^ueeu  of  Song.  As  ^fadame 
Malihran  she  tilled  all  Europe  with  her  admirers.  She  had  ])rocured  a 
<livorce  from  her  husljand  soon  after  her  return  to  Europe,  and  bestowed 
lier  hand  upon  the  man  of  her  choice,  De  Beriot,  the  celebrated  vocal- 
ist ; but  she  ever  afterward  retained  the  name  <h‘  ]Malibran  pi*ofession- 
ally.  She  died  of  a nervous  fever  at  ^Manchester,  England,  when  slie 
was  only  twenty -eight  years  of  age. " Her  generosity  was  unbounded. 
A greater  part  of  her  enormous  earnings  were  lavished  on  her  relatives 
and  various  objects  of  charity. 

The  favorite  drives  into  the  country  for  sporting  charactei's  and 
fashionable  young  men  half  a century  ago  was  to  Buridiam’s,  on  the 
Hudson  Eiver  side  of  the  citv,  and  to  Cato's,  on  the  East  Eiver  side. 
To  those  citizens  who  indulged  in  long  walks,  a stroll  out  to  Corporal 
Tliompson's  cottage,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Hotel,  was  a favorite  resort.  There  the  young  men  returning  from  the 
more  distant  points  of  a drive  usually  sto})ped  and  en  joyed  rollicking 
fun,  sometimes  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  compelled  to 
gi-o])e  their  way  slowly  along  the  dark  road  that  led  into  the  city. 

Thompson's  was  a diminutive  tavern.  It  was  a cottage  built  by  Mr. 
Milderberger,  a leather-merchant  in  \"andevaiter  Street,  for  a country 
residence.  He  had  l)ought  several  acres  of  gnnind  near  the  junction  of 
Broadway  and  Fifth  Avenue  for  the  purpose.  He  afterward  built 
himself  a fine  brick  mansion  on  the  south-west  coiaier  of  Fiftli  Avenue 
and  Twenty-third  Street,  and  rented  the  cottage  to  Thompson.  TVhen 
the  streets  about  TIadison  Square  were  graded,  Corporal  Tliompson's 
little  yellow  tavern  remained  standing  iqion  a baidv  several  feet  above 
the  general  level,  as  long  as  possilile. 

CEito's  was  the  special  favorite  resoit  of  young  cliaractei’s  now  known 
as  ‘‘  fast"  young  men.  His  jilace  was  not  far  from  the  old  Beckman 
mansion,  near  Turtle  Bay,  on  the  East  Biver.  It  was  in  a shaded 
lane  running  east  from  Third  Avenue  (then  a famous  trotting  road), 
about  three  fourths  of  a mile  to  the  East  PiiviM*,  mrir  the  lofty  shot- 
tower.  Cato  was  black — verv  black.  He  hail  been  a slave.  Inter- 
course with  white  people  and  his  natural  bent  madi'  him  a gentleman, 

■ and  he  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  He 
kept  the  choicest  licptors  and  cigars,  and  his  liarroom  and  small  sitting- 
room  adjoining  were  models  of  maitness.  Cato  sold  real  cigars  five 
for  a sliilling,'’  and  ])ure  brandy  “ sixpmice  a glass."  He  was  always 

* See  “Records  of  the  New  York  Stage, by  Juse])li  N.  Ireland. 
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polite,  kind-liearted,  and  obliging- — too  ol)iig-ing  sometimes  for  bis 
own  interest,  for  some  of  his  “ fast  customers,  scions  of  wealthy 
families,  borrowed  considerable  sums  of  money  of  him,  and  forgot  t^> 
refund. 

The  Hazard  House,  on  Yorkville  Hill,  through  whicli  the  railway 
tunnel  was  pierced  many  years  ago,  was  another  famous  stopping-pla(*<‘ 
in  the  rural  regions  of  ^laidiattan  Island  titty  or  sixty  years  ago  ; but 
a place  more  famous  than  all,  and  near  the  northern  limit  of  tlu' 
“ drives,”  was  the  Red  House,  on  the  verge  of -Harlem  Plains.  It  had 
been  the  mansion  of  the  IvIcGowan  family.  It  was  reached  by  a 
shaded  lane  at  about  One  Hundredth  Street,  running  westward  from 
Third  Avenue  ftlie  fii'st  cut  throim-h  to  Harlem  River). 

O z 

The  Red  House  was  u.  spacious  residence  surrounded  by  several  acres 
of  ground,  in  which  was  a welhke})t  half-mile  trotting-course.  It  was 
n.  place  of  great  resort  for  the  owners  of  fast  trotting  horses.  There 
might  have  been  seen,  almost  any  hue  day,  a peculiar  person  well 
known  in  the  city  about  lifty  years  ago.  It  was  Henry  Carroll  IMarx, 
of  Hebrew  descent.  He  was  a man  of  much  intellectual  force  and  tine 
accomplishments,  but  because  of  his  ’peculiar  style  of  dress  and  de]')ort- 
ment  was  styled  Dandy  Harx,”  the  representative  of  the  Xew  York 
“ exquisite,”  who  Avas  generally  accounted  as  lacking  common-sense — 
a class  Avhich  passed  away  many  years  ago.  luit  lias  been  replaced  in 
our  day  by  a more  silly  class  called  “ dudes.  ” 

]\[arx  lived  a bachelor,  with  his  mother  and  sisteis?,  at  073  Broadway. 
They  possessed  an  ample  fojlune.  l\[r.  Harx  alTected  the  Euro})ean  style 
in  everything — dress,  equipage,  and  speech.  He  Avore  a carefully 
AAuixed  mustache,  such  as  was  seen  on  the  Y\\)  of  the  Em|)eror  Xapoleon 
III.  in  after  veal’s,  and  this  Avas  an  abomination  to  the  Knicker- 
bockers. His  style  of  dress  Avas  English  in  the  extreme.  His  speech 
had  the  peculiar  draAvl  of  the  London  cockney,  and  his  dogs  and  horses 
AV'ere  of  tlie  liest  blood.  iMarx  aauis  reticent,  seldom  mingled  in  social 
life  in  the  city,  dressed  his  servants  in  livery,  had  a A'ariety  of  car- 
riages of  English  styles,  dro\m  a sjilendid  team  of  horses — sometimes 
four-in-hand,  and  Avas  seldom  acconi[)anied  by  any  one  but  his  sister, 
who  Avas  a A'ery  expeil  horsewoman.  All  the  fashionable  tadors  in  the 
city  Avere  anxious  to  ha\'e  their  handiwork  dis[)layed  on  the  })erson  of 
‘‘  bandy  l\Iarx.” 

Mr.  ^larx  Avas  lUAt  at  all  etfeminate.  AYhatever  he  undertook  he 
])ersisted  in  ^vith  (extraordinary  perseA'erancce  He  joined  a fire  host- 
company.  night,  while  at  an  entt-rtainmimt  at  .\ibloY,  then'  was 

an  alarm  of  tire.  Marx  rushed  to  the  hose-house  in  patent-leather 
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lioots,  wliite  kid  gloves,  and  dressed  in  the  extreme  of  fas] i ion.  It  liad 
rained  heavily,  and  the  streets  were  Idled  with  mud.  lie  seized  the 
rnpes,  ran  “ with  tlie  macliine”  from  ^[eree)’  to  liroad  Street,  and 
\v(>rked  as  hard  as  any  one  in  extinguisliing  the  lire,  liis  costume  was 
I'uined,  but  he  had  done  his  duty  faitid'ully.  At  the  cost  of  thousands 
of  dollars  he  got  up  the  famous  Hussar  regiment,  one  of  the  most 
attractive  military  corps  in  the  city.  I'o  })re[)are  himself  for  the  com- 
mand he  vreut  to  Canada,  mixed  with  the  cavalry  corps  then  in  the 
serAce’of  young  Queen  Victoria,  studied  their  tactics  for  several  months, 
and  so  secured  success. 

IVall  Street,  at  the  closing  period  of  ICnickerbocker  life  in  Xew  York, 
was  not  the  seething  caldron  of  stock-gandding  and  the  arena  of 
financial  ladl-lmiting  and  bear-fighting  it  is  now.  xVltliough  Wall 
Street  in  ISdO  was  a far-femed  mart  for  bankers,  brokers,  underwriters, 
and  stock-jobliers,  and  the  focal  point  of  commercial  enter})rise,  where 
speculation  of  every  kind  was  planned  and  executed,  and  for  five  liours 
each  day  was  a scene  of  hurry  and  bustle  a.ud  anxiety  nowhere  else  to 
1)6  seen  on  the  continent  exhibited  in  such  a degree,  it  was  a quiet, 
sober  street  compared  with  Vhdl  Street  since  the  Civil  War.  There  a 
few  private  dwellings  yet  lingered,  and  several  kinds  of  business  beside 
monetary  affaii’s  were  carried  on. 

Let  us  stand  at  the  head  of  "Wall  Street,  in  front  of  Trinity  Church, 
and  take  a o-fance  at  that  famous  thoroughfare  from  Lroad  Street 
toward  the  East  River.  On  tlie  right  you  see  a neat  white  marble 
building,  the  front  like  a Grecian  temple.  That  is  the  Phoenix  Rank. 
The  stately  building  of  granite,  with  a towering  dome  and  short  spire,  in 
the  middle  distance,  is  the  i\[erchants'  Exchange,  completed  in  ISilT. 
P)etween  the  Phoenix  P>ank  and  William  Street  you  see  three  brick 
buildings,  three  stories  in  height.  They  are  occujiied  1)V  the  l\ra]diat- 
tan  Eire  Insurance  Company,  Peter  Tlesier's  spacious  bookstore  (for 
the  time),  S.  W.  P>enedict's  watch  and  jewelry  establishment,  and  the 
exchange  office  of  R.  L.  Xevins.  The  families  of  i\lcsier,  Penetlict, 
and  Xevins  live  in  the  apartments  above. 

You  see  the  large  building  on  the  next  corner.  There  stapes  A 
Waldron  (the  former  the  father  of  the  late  Professor  i\rapes;  hml  their 
establishment  as  mercliant  tailors,  but  it  is  now  the  office  of  the  Xew 
York  Amertcan  Adi'tx'ofe  : and  between  that  and  the  ofrices  of  the 
Standard  and  Ainerivan  you  see  the  ollices  of  three  fire-insurance  com- 
panies. Xext  to  the  Exchange  is  a small  confectioneiy  shop  ; and 
below  the  E.xclninge,  on  the  corner  of  llanover  StrcMg,  are  the  olfiees  of 
the  Atlantic  and  other  fire-insurance  compani('s.  At  the  foot  of  the 
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IIISTOKY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


street,  ending  at  the  East  Tiiver,  you  see  the  shipping  in  Coffee-TIoiisr 
Slip. 

On  tlie  left  side  of  the  street  the  Tontine  Coffee-House  looms  ip),  at 
the  corner  of  Pearl  Street,  and  as  your  eye  passes  westward  you  per- 
ceive hank  buildings,  insurance  offices,  and  the  ])lace  of  l.nisiness  of  tie* 
Morris  Canal  Company.  r>ut  nearly  all  the  banks  and  insurance  com- 
panies then  in  the  city  could  now  be  accommodated  in  one  of  the  iiKjd- 
ern  edilices  in  Xew  York. 

At  that  ])eriod,  and  even  so  ea,rly  as  when  Halleck  wrote  of  tlie 
father  of  his  “ Fanny,''  AVall  Street  seems  to  have  had  some  features 
of  its  ethics  to-day.  The  poet  wrote  : 

“ For  Rumor  (she’s  a famous  liar  yet — 

’Tis  wonderful  how  easy  we  believe  her  !) 

Had  whispered  he  was  rich,  and  all  he  met 

In  Wall  Street  nodded,  smiled,  and  tipjied  the  beaver  ; 

All  from  Hr.  Gelston,  the  collector, 

Down  to  the  broker  and  tlm  Imnk  director. 

“ A few  brief  years  jiassed  over,  and  his  rank 
Among  the  worthies  of  that  street  was  fix’d  ; 

He  had  become  director  of  a bank 
And  six  insurance  offices,  and  mix’d 
Familiarly,  as  one  among  his  peers, 

With  grocers,  dry-goods  merchiints,  auctioneers, 

“ Brokers  of  all  grades  — stock  and  pawn — and  Jews 
Of  all  religions,  who,  at  noonday,  form. 

On  ’Change,  that  brotherhood  my  moral  muse 
Delights  in,  when  the  heart  is  pure  and  warm,  , 

And  each  exerts  his  intellectual  force 
To  cheat  his  neighbor — honestb',  of  course.” 

At  tlie  period  we  are  considering  transactions  in  securities  were  few 
and  insigniffcant,  mainly  for  investment.  The  gi*eed  for  specula- 
tion,'’ says  ^Ir.  J)ayton,  ‘‘  bad  not  tainted  the  ])lodding  habits  of  Inisi- 
ncss  men,  wrap]>ed  up  as  they  were  in  their  peculiar  ctilling,  satisfied 
with  limited  cnalit,  and  contented  with  moderate  gains.  The  railway 
and  mining  mania  was  unborn.  The  stocks  and  mortgage  bonds, 
wjiich  now  form  the  sta])le  of  the  gigantic  operations  which  daily,  nay 
hourly,  make  and  unmake  scores  of  desperate  speculator,  were  not  in 
existence  : they  had  not  drawn  into  the  seething  caldron  of  Wall 
Street  wealth  from  every  corner  of  the  civilized  globe.  . . . Thou- 

sands of  w(dl-to-do  nu-n  lived  and  died  without  ever  ])uzzling  their 
brains  about  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  stock  list.” 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


EFORE  the  year  1830  Vew  York  had  acquired  tlie  character  of 


being  tlie  leading  city  in  tlie  Repul)lic  in  all  that  constitutes 
desirable  inetro])olitan  life.  Ilardie  wrote  in  18:27  : 

‘‘  The  city  of  Xew  York,  from  its  rapid  growtli,  commercial  charac- 
ter, and  unrivalled  ])rosperity,  has  justly  been  called  the  London  of 
America.  Put  it  is  now  high  time  to  change  the  appellation.  The 
extensive  patronage  extern  led  to  the  libeml  aits  and  ^vorks  of  taste,  the 
unexampled  increase  of  public  amusements,  with  the  consecpient  prog- 
ress of  morals  and  rehnement,  have  at  length  rendered  Xew  York  the 
Paris  of  America.  Like  that  gay  and  splendid  emporium  of  fashion 
and  literature,  Xew  York  is  constantly  filled  with  strangers,  who  are 
drawn  hither  by  the  celebrity  of  our  institutions,  our  commerce,  o]ui- 
lence,  and  multiplied  sources  of  rational  pleasure.  Our  fame  in  these 
respects  has  gone  abroad  to  tlie  remotest  coriun’s  of  tlie  AVestern  hemi- 
sphere, and  is  rapidly  spreading  through  every  part  of  Christendom.*’ 
The  staid  inhaliitants  of  X"ew  York,  especially  the  fvnickerliocker 
element,  may  not  have  considered  every  jioint  of  this  view  as  compli- 
mentary to  the  city,  yet  it  was  undoubtedly  true.  Society  in  almost 
everv  feature  was  changing  its  tone  and  hue  in  manv  things,  from 
causes  already  alluded  to.  Existing  institutions — benevolent,  charitable, 
scientific,  literary,  artistic,  and  religious — were  feeling  the  electric  thrill 
of  new  life,  and  in  this  ins])iration  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  all 
the  varied  industrial  interests  of  the  rapidly  growing  city,  participated. 
Let  us  lirieflv  consider  the  public  institutions  in  the  city  of  Xew  York 
whicli  were  in  existence  in  the  half  decade  before  the  year  1830. 

Those  institutions  which  most  largely  minister  to  tin?  ])hvsical  well- 
being of  society  are  ingarded  as  most  worthy  eailiest  and  grateful 
recognition.  To  jirovide  for  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  who 
suffer  most  from  misfortunes,  accidents,  and  discnises,  isdhe  ])rime  object 
of  a larger  ])ortion  of  the  ])ublic  I)enovolent  institutions  of  the  city. 

The  hospital  is  tlie  rich  fi'uit  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  the  ('hrist. 


* Tlic  Description  of  tbc  City  of  New  York,”  by  Dimes  ILmtie,  p.  oo'.k 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORE  CITY. 


Ilis great  lesson  of  the  Good  Samaritan  pndigured  tlie  divine  mission  of 
tlie  hospital,  the  influence  <jf  which  is  penneating  human  society  evcny- 
where. 

The  ])agaTi  nations  looked  with  contem[)t  upon  ])livsical  weakiK'ss. 
and  made  no  provisi<ni  for  the  care  of  the  wounded,  the  sick,  and  thr 
infirm.  AVith  the  dawn  of  the  new  era  began  the  practical  observanct‘ 
of  the  Golden  Ihile,  and  provision  for  the  weary  and  vrorn  first  ap- 
])cared  as  ])laces  of  refreshment  for  travellers.  These  finally  Ijecamc 
transformed  into  refuges  for  invalids. 

At  the  ])eriod  we  are  considei-ing,  the  city  of  Aew  York  was 
provided  witli  two  hospitals  (the  City  Ifos[)ital  and  the  Bellevue  Alms- 
house and  Asylum)  ; also  a city  dispensary,  an  asylum  for  the  insane, 
an  eye  infirmary,  a lying-in  hospital,  an  institution  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  so  called,  and  several  minor  charitable 
associations.  These  institutions — those  fountains  of  untold  Irlessings — 
are  all  in  active  operation  no^v  in  the  midst  of  scores  of  others  engaged 
in  the  same  holy  cause. 

The  Yew  Yoek  City  Ifo.-rn  AL  was  the  generous  offspring  of  the 
active  brain  and  sympathetic  heart  of  Dr.  John  Bard,'-'^  an  eminent 
Xew  York  ])hvsician.  At  the  first  medical  graduation  at  King’s  (now 
Columbia)  College  in  the  city  of  Y^ew  York,  in  Yay,  ITdO,  Dr.  Bard 
delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  so  ])athetically  and  earnestly  set 
forth  the  necessity  and  utility  of  a public  infirmary  that  Sir  Henry 
iMoore,  then  governoj'  (J  the  ])rovince,  who  was  present,  immediately 
started  a subscription  for  that  ]>urpose,  to  vrhich  he  and  most  of  the 
gentlemen  present  liberally  contributed.  The  sum  of  K:jr>(fo  was  soon 
obtained,  and  the  govon-nor  fwho  died  the  next  autumn)  warmly  urged 
the  Brovincial  A.ssembly  to  I’ender  tln^  propo.sed  institution  liberal 
pecuniary  aid.  The  coj’poration  of  the  city  soon  afterwaixl  appropri- 
ated (Contributions  were  also  received  from  London  and 

* Jolm  ]\[.I).,  an  eminent  phy.sician,  %va.s  born  at  ]juriinj.,non,  N.  J.,  in  Febrnary, 

171  a.  Ilis  family  as  of  the  Hu;,nienot  refu'^ces  who  tied  from  persecution  in  France. 
His  father  was  a privy  councillor  and  judj-'e  in  New  Jersey.  John  was  educated  in  Phil- 
adelphia, V.  her<;  h'.*  wc.s  a suri^eon's  apprentice  seven  years,  and  formed  a la.-^tin'^  friend- 
ship with  Dr.  Franldin.  Haril  established  himself  as  a jtiiysician  in  New  York  in  17-irj, 
and  Very  soon  triak  a front  rank  in  the  profession.  In  17a0  he  assisted  Dr.  Middleton  in 
the  first  recorded  diss,:.(;tion  of  the  human  body  in  .Vmerica.  During  a portion  of  the 
Rritish  occu{)ation  of  New  York  he  withdrew  from  the  city,  but  rtiturned  after  the  Revo- 
lution. Hard  was  the  ])resith  nt  of  the  New  York  iUedical  Society  in  17SS.  When, 
in  17J7,  \a-lli)V,'  f(  vt.r  raged  in  New  York,  Hard,  though  eiglity  y<.:irs  of  age,  remained 
at  his  ])ost.  He  g iva  ui)  practice  in  17'JS,  and  died  at  his  country-seaL  at  Hyde  Park, 
Jtutchc.ss  County,  N.  Y.,  in  ^larch,  1709. 
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Ill 

(ohor  }>nrts  of  Great  lU'itain,  on  the  earnest  solicitations  of  Drs.  Fotlier- 
ir'iW  and  Sir  ^Filliam  Duncan. 

TIh*  following  year  (ITTO)  Drs.  Dard,  ^[iddleton,  and  Jones  ])eti-- 
tioiKHl  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  to  grant  a cliarter  for  a hospital, 
'riiis  was  done  the  following  year  hy  Lord  Duninore,  then  governor  of 
lilt' ])rownce.  That  charter,  dated  June  IM,  1771,  bears  the  names  of 
th(‘  mayor  of  Fsew  York,  the  recorder,  aldermen  and  assistants,  the 
i‘(‘ctor  of  Trinity  Church,  one  ininister  of  each  i*eligi(.>us  denomination 
in  the  city,  the  jwesident  of  Xing's  (now  C(Jumbia)  College,  amd  a 
lumdjer  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  as  members.  They  were 
incoi’porated  with  the  title  of  77«'  of  IJospltul  in  the  Cifi/ 

of  Xeie  Yorl'^  hi  Ainerwa.  This  title  was  altered  by  the  Legislature, 
in  i^^areh,  1$10,  to  that  of  The  Yjctetij  of  the  Xnr  Yorf  IfospitalY 

The  cliarter  limited  the  number  of  governoi’s  to  twenty-six.  In  1772 
the  Legislature  granted  the  institution  an  annuity  of  S2tl0t)  for  twenty 
years,  and  the  building  was  soon  afterward  begun  on  live  acres  of 
ground  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  between  (present)  Duane  and 
AVorth  streets,  Avhicli  tlie  governors  bad  purchased.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  on  July  27,  1773.  Just  as  the  building  was  coiipJeted,  a lire 
accidentally  lighted  laid  the  most  of  it  in  ashes.  That  was  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1775.  It  indicted  u])on  the  society  a loss  of  si  7^ 500.  The 

Legislature  generouslv  eame  to  their  relief,  and  gave  the  governors 
sl0,0()0  toward  repairing  their  k^ss. 

Another  and  more  discouraging  calamity  now  fell  upon  the  institu- 
tion. The  war  for  independence  began,  and  filled  the  land  with  con- 
fusion. The  rejiairs  of  the  building  were  nearly  completed,  Avhen  it 
was  required  frn-  the  use  of  sick  and  Avounded  Contiiumtal  soldiers. 
AVhen  the  Bi-itish  took  possession  of  the  city,  in  177‘h  their  troo])s  oc- 
cupied it  for  the  same  purpose,  and  AAmimded  British  ami  Hessian  sol- 
diers tilled  it. 

It  AAois  OATr  four  years  after  the  British  forces  khf  the  c*ity,  in  1 7S;k 
before  the  society  Avere  able  to  i-esume  Avork  on  th(‘  building.  Tin* 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Xcaa’  York  directe<i  uMarch  1,  1 7ss)  S'2o(A(i 
annually  to  be  giAxm  them  for  four  years,  but  such  awis  the  di'cadful 
state  of  affaim  in  the  city  for  scweral  years  aftei’  the  war  that  the 
building  A\ais  not  ready  to  receive  jiatients  until  1721. 

In  1722  the  Legislature  granted  the  hospital  s.7000  a year  for  tiv(‘ 
yi'ars.  This  act  aaois  suspended,  in  1725,  by  another  granting  si 0,000 

'I’lic  first  hospital  on  Alimhal tan  Island  was  ostahlishcd  hy  the  Dutch.  It  had  the 
capu(‘ity,  it  IS  said,  of  “five  lionsos,”  and  stood  near  tin'  fort,  at  the  southern  rxtreniity 
ol  the  island.  It  was  demolished  tifter  the  En;^lish  took  p>ossession  of  the  country. 
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ii  year  for  five  years.  In  1705  an  additional  grant  of  §2500  a year 
Avas  made,  making  the  Avholc  annual  sum  §12,5on. 

The  goA'ernors  now  appro})riated  the  sum  of  s500  for  the  founding  of 
a medical  library  for  the  use  of  the  hospital.  To  this  generous  dona- 
tions Avere  made,  and  in  ISOO  the  library  contained  over  six  thousand 
Amlumes.  The  hos])ital  continually  enjoyed  the  l)ounty  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  of  the  citizens  of  Xew  York. 

In  the  year  1S'->S  the  first  building  CAX-r  deAmted  to  the  care  of  the 
insane  in  the  State  of  Yoaa'  York  Avas  erected  on  the  hospital  grounds, 
and  opeiied  Avith  sixty-scA^en  patients.  For  the  accommodation  of  the 
increasing  number  of  such  patients,  a iieAV  asylum  Avas  established  at 
Bloomingdale,  a remote  sulnirb  of  the  city,  in  1821.  Then  the  old 
quarters  Avere  remodelled  as  a hospital  for  seamen,  and  called  the 

Tlarine  Building,"  and  in  1825  it  was  deA^oted  exclinsi Andy  to  their 
use.  It  AAUis  so  occupied  for  a quarter  of  a century,  when  it  Avas 
demolished,  and  a more  commodions  building  Avas  erected  on  its  site, 
and  first  occupied  by  them  in  1855.  The  ]\larine  Building,  Avhich  had 
been  furnished  Avith  wings,  had  also  been  remodelled,  and  Avas  much 
improA’ed  in  185n. 

At  an  early  date  in  its  history  the  hospital  l)ecame  knoAvn  at  home 
and  abroad  as  an  almost  unriA’alled  school  for  teaching  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  In  his  history  of  the  institution,  published  in 
185<L  Gulian  C.  \d'rplanck,  Avho  had  semnd  as  one  of  its  gwernors 
thirty-five  years,  said  : “ The  Xcav  York  Hospital  has  now  become  the 
most  extensive  school  of  ])ractice  in  the  country." 

The  annual  grants  of  the  State  Legislature  had  been  increased  to  the 
sum  of  §22,<M)0.  The  term  of  this  grant  ex[)ired  in  1855,  and  Avas  not 
reneAved,  yet  some  aid  Avas  giAxm  to  the  hospital  by  the  Legislature 
from  time  to  time.  Owing  to  Atarious  causes  the  institution  became 
crippled  Avith  debt  dmlng  the  Civil  AYar,  not  withstanding  the  gov- 
ernors had  ]>aid  out  of  their  own  pockets  s72,<)()0  to  suppoil  its  vitality. 
They  Aver('  compelled  to  restilct  the  admission  of  charity  patients. 
That  sei’vice  was  supplemented,  in  a degree,  by  Bellevue,  and  by  other 
institutions  an'IucIi  had  sprung  up. 

An  attempt  aauis  made  to  relie\'e  the  society  of  debt,  but  failed,  an<l 
in  18<),s  it  Avas  resolved  to  lease  the  whole  or  a part  of  the  Ih'oadAvay 
lots.  This  ])r<)A'e<l  to  !)e  a fortunate  measure,  for  the  jArtAperty  finallv 
yielded  an  annual  income  of  sl5o,0oo,  which  Avas  allowaal  to  accumu- 
late. i h('  modt'st  old  building  of  gray  stone,  its  green  lawn  shaded 
Avith  stately  dm  treM's,  Avas  dtaiidisluMl  iji  and  commercial  estab- 

lishments soon  (X'caqiied  the  s[)ace. 
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liesolvcd  to  estjiblisli  a hospital  within  the  city  limits,  the  governors 
purchased  lots  on  AVest  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  streets  in  IbTl,  and 
the  next  year  the  governors  resumed  charitable  work  lyv  opening  a 
House  of  Helief  on  Chambers  Street,  to  which  place  the  library  was 
then  removed.  The  new  budding  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  1ST5, 
and  was  completed  and  formally  opened  in  Alarch,  1S77. 

The  hospital  building  is  probabl}'  the  most  luxurious  and  best 
C(juipped  in  the  world.  It  is  seven  .stories  in  height,  including  the 
basement  ; has  a frontage  on  Fifteenth  Street  of  one  hiuulred  and 
seventy-live  feet,  and  a Mansard  roof  ; extends  through  the  block  to 
Sixteenth  Street,  and  is  heated  and  ventihited  scientifically.  The 
front  of  the  hospital  faces  the  south,  admitting  the  full  light  of  the  sun 
through  its  numerous  and  generous  windows.  Two  steam  elevatom 
give  ease  to  the  internal  travellers  from  basement  to  roof,  and  it  has  a 
capacity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  beds,  exclusive  of  the  chil- 
dreiFs  wards. 

" At  the  top  of  the  building  is  a spacious  hall,  seprirated  from  the  sky 
only  by  a translucent  canopy  of  glass.  This  room  is  sixty-four  feet  in 
width,  ninety  feet  in  length,  and  of  an  average  langlit  of  eighteen  feet. 
There  the  convalescents  may  enjoy  an  invigorating  sun-bath,  in  a 
temperature  of  summer  heat  or  upward,  at  any  season  of  tlie  year. 
The  room  is  furnished  with  native  and  exotic  shrubs  and  llowering 
plants,  little  gurgling  fountains,  and  curious  a(juariums  with  salt  and 
fresh  water.  In  this  Elysium  the  poorest  patient  may  enjoy  luxuries 
seldom  vouchsafed  to  the  rich. 

The  numl)er  of  patients  treated  in  the  hospital  durmg  ISS:^  was  30S3. 
The  number  treated  in  the  House  of  Helief,  or  Chambers  Street  IIos- 
])ital,  the  same  year,  was  1S2S.  The  number  of  out-patients  treated 
by  the  hospital  staff  was  Fib  1),  and  the  number  of  visits  was  25, 71S. 
In  the  corresponding  department  at  the  House  of  Helief  tlie  numljer  of 
]>atients  treated  was  0G50. 

These  statistics  show  the  immense  benefits  bestowed  upon  the  poor 
and  unfortunate  l)y  the  Xew  York  Hospital  and  its  annex,  the  House 
of  Helief  in  Chambem  Street. 

The  Hloomixc^dale  Asvr.u^r  for,  the  Ixsaxi-:  was  opened  for  the 
reception  of  patients  in  June,  F^iH.  It  was  the  result  of  a communica- 
tion to  the  governoi*s  of  tlie  New  York  Hospital  by  Thomas  Eddy,  a 
well-known  ])hilanthropist,  in  April,  1S15,  in  which  he  set  forth  the 
advantages  of  moral  trratmrui  for  the  insane  patiimts  in  that  in>titu- 
tion,  and  ])roposing’  that  a mimb('r  of  aci-es  near  tin'  city  should  Ix' 
puivhased  and  suital>l(*  buildings  be  erecti'd  for  tia‘  purpose.  The  gov- 
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HISTOHY  OF  NEW  YOKK  CITY. 


ernors  ncted  promptly  on  tlie  suggestion,  nnd  tiie  Legislature  of  Xmv 
York  granted  the  hospital  an  additional  sum  of  Slh,h00  a year  untii 
1857.  The  governors  tiist  l)ought  a little  more  than  seven  acres  front- 
ing on  the  Bioomingdale  Load  (now  One  Hundred  and  Seventeemli 
Street,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues),  seven  miles  north-west 
of  the  City  Hall.  It  is  on  elevated  ground,  commanding  beautiful  and 
extensive  Hews  in  every  direction,  and  the  buildings  are  about  a 
fourth  of  a mile  from  the  Hudson  Hiver,  which  it  overlooks.  iMore 
ground  Vv'as  ]mrchased,  and  the  domain  now  includes  between  forty  and 
fifty  acres.  The  farm  is  highly  cultivated,  chiefiy  for  the  production 
of  veo’etables  and  Iiav.  and  also  ornamental  shrubberv.  It  has  nianv 

O c c c 

noble  shade-trees. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  Hloomingdale  Asylum  was  laid  Hay  T,  ISIS, 
and  the  main  building  was  coni])leted  in  1821,  after  designs  by  Thomas 
C.  Taylor.  Extensive  additions  liave  since  been  made. 

The  system  of  moral  treatment  of  the  insane  has  ever  been  ])ursued 
with  great  success  in  the  Hloomingdale  Asylum.  The  patients  are 
arranged  in  classes  according  to  the  form  which  their  mental  ailments 
liave  assumed,  whether  mania,  monomania,  dementia,  idiotisni,  or 
delirium  a ])otu.  Harsli  treatment  and  all  needless  restraint  are 
avoided,  and  even  confinement  to  tlie  rooms  is  seldom  resorted  to. 
Hany  patients  are  allowed  to  work  on  the  farm  or  in  the  garden,  are 
taken  out  to  ride,  and  permitted  to  participate  in  Social  enjoyments. 
There  is  a library  of  several  lumdred  volumes,  an  ample  supply  of 
magazines  and  newspapers,  and  the  patients  are  diveided  by  lectures 
illustrated  by  the  magic  lantern,  and  otlnn*  entertainments. 

Tlie  estate  and  all  its  interests  are  under  the  care  of  six  of  the  gov- 
ernors. A warden  and  matron  have  charge  of  the  household  depai't- 
ment.  Xone  but  pay  ])atients  are  admitted,  unless  ly  express  direction 
of  the  board  of  governors.  According  to  tlie  annual  report  of  the 
Hloomingdale  Asylum  for  1882,  the  whole  niindier  of  patients  admitted 
since  the  spring  of  1^21  was  78oo  ; whole  number  discharged  and  died, 
7277  ; whole  number  recovered,  3121  ; whole  number  improved,  18(13  ; 
whole  number  not  improved,  1271  ; whole  number  died,  1008.  Tlie 
greatest  average  number  in  the  institution  du]*ing  one  year  was  233  (in 
1882),  and  the  greatest  numlier  of  recoveries  was  40  (in  1881). 

At  tins  time  (18s3)  the  Hresident  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
lios])ital  and  Hloomingdale  Asylum  is  AVilliam  II.  Hacy  ; vice-[)resi- 
dent,  James  iM.  Hrown  : tiuasiu’er,  (leorge  Cabot  AVai’d  : and  secr»‘- 
tary,  David  (Lldtui  iMurray. 

Hellkvi'i:  Hosjutal,  the  gi'eat  ])auper  asylum  of  the  city  originally. 
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.»\v<s  its  existence  cliiefiv  to  tlie  exertions  of  thnt  eminent  pliysician, 
|)i-.  Ilosack.  It  is  one  of  the  noblest  monuments  of  mimici{)al 

fH-iiv-voIence  in  the  world.  The  story  of  its  origin  may  he  Inletly  told. 

In  the  year  1820  Dr.  Ilosack  was  the  resident  })hysician  of  the 
Hridtli  Department  of  the  city,  and  in  that  capacity  he  had  been 
bi-ought  into  contact  with  many  of  the  sick  pool*,  whose  wi'etched  con- 
<]iti<ai  excited  his  warmest  sympathy  and  commiseration.  lie  found 
s(‘veral  sick  with  typhus  fever  crowded  in  small,  ill-ventilated  apart- 
ments, and  forming  nurseries  of  infectious  and  c<mtagious  diseases.  At 
iiis  request  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health  was 
called,  July  27,  1820,  to  Avdioin  he  made  a statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  poor,  and  declared  tliat  humanity  to  tin;  indigent  as  well  as  care 
for  tiie  health  of  the  city  imperatively  required  that  some  provision 
sliould  be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  poor  from  their  unhealthy 
dwellings  to  some  airy  and  Avell-ventilated  place.  At  a subsequent 
meeting  a committee,  of  wliich  Ilosack  was  one,  was  a])pomted  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  such  an  establishment,  and  to 
ascertain  where  a proper  site  might  be  found.  A majority  of  the  com- 
mittee opposed  the  nieasui*e,  the  chief  objection  being  tlie  expense. 

Dr.  Ilosack,  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, persevered.  In  the  ensuing  autumn  he  addressed  tln^  students  of 
the  iMedical  Society,  in  the  presence  of  many  citizens  and  meniliei’s  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  on  the  subject,  urging  the  necessity  of  a fever 
hospital — a place  where  contagious  fever  ])atients  might  be  received  and 
lind  benefit.  The  lecture  was  published,  and  much  interest  was  excited 
in  the  ]niblic  mind.  But  apathy  succeeded,  and  it  was  not  until  yellow 
fever,  like  a malignant  demon,  ravaged  the  city  in  1S22  that  the  city 
authorities  were  induced  to  approve  the  founding  of  a fever  hospital, 
Stephen  Allen  was  then  mayor.  The  Legislature  was  apjiealed  to,  and 
granted  S25,tM)0  for  the  purpose.  A beautiful  and  .s;dubrious  site  on 
the  banks  of  the  East  Biver  belonging  to  the  city  was  selected,  and 
tluu’e  a building  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  lifty  feet  wide 
tcxcepting  the  centre,  which  is  fifty-eight  feet),  and  four  stories  in 
height,  was  completed  in  lS2d.  It  was  built  of  Idue-stone,  from  a 
<juarry  on  the  jiremises.  Tliis  Imilding  was  dedicateil  with  a]  propriate 
ceremonies  in  Xovember,  182b>.  It  has  since  been  exteudeil  not  only 
on  the  front,  but  m depth  of  wings,  and  is  now  three  hundred  and  fifty 
teet  in  length.  The  grounds  in  front  are  laid  out  in  beautiful  lawns.-" 

" I'.iviil  ilosack.  iU.D.,  a skiU'\il  aiiU  bcnctic'ciit  pliysici.m  in  Xcw  York  nearly 

anty  years,  Avas  born  in  tliat  city  in  August,  ITGC.  lie  was  a son  of  a Scotch  artillery 
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HISTORY  OB^  NB:\V  YORK  CITY. 


This  ii-istitution  was  at  iirst  known  as  tlio  Bellevue  Alinsliousc.  T;: 
1S48  the  jmiipers  were  all  transferi’cd  to  Blaekwell's  Island,  and  tlu* 
wdiole  spacious  buildini^  was  a[)propi’lated  to  the  uses  of  a liospiL-il. 
with  ample  accommodation.',  for  twelve  humh'ed  patients.  It  has  elLbit 
hundred  i)cds.  This  hospital  is  a department  of  the  City  Almshoii>r. 
and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  and 
Correction.  Its  .support  is  <lerived  from  the  city  treasury. 

Bellevue  IIos[)ital  now  holds  a front  raidv  as  a school  for  medical  and 
stirg-ical  in.struction,  and  the  number  in  daily  attendance  upon  tin* 
clinical  lectures,  admitted  free,  is  very  large. 

In  lS(;r>  two  new  features  wei*e  adiled  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  namely: 
a biii'eau  of  medical  and  su]‘gical  relief  for  out-door  poor,  and  a morgiue 
or  a receptacle  for  the  imknown  dead.  Patients  who  are  able  to  pay 
are  admitted  at  the  maximum  cliai’ge  of  a week.  The  cost  <»f 

sustaining  the  institution  is  alrnit  sloo.oOo  a year. 

Bellevue  Hospital  is  not  only  a bles.siiig  to  the  suffering  poor,  but  an 
efficient  agency  for  diffusing  widely  over  the  land  sound  and  sc  lent  die 
medical  and  surgical  knowhalgca 

The  Aew  York  City  lJisin-:xs.VRv  was  founded  in  ITOI.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  !?dedical  Society  of  the  Cdt  v of  Yew  York,  in  October,  1 ;i 
committee  wa.s  appointed  to  digest  and  publish  a plan  for  a dispensaia' 
for  the  medical  relief  (ff*  the  sick  poor,  and  to  make  an  offer  of  the  ])ro- 
fessional  services  of  the  members  of  the  society  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
Elocjuent  appeals  were  made  to  the  public  through  the  city  newspapers, 
and  on  January  4,  17J1,  there  was  a meeting  of  a numlier  of  respect- 
able citizens  at  the  C’ity  Hall  convenefl  to  effect  an  organization.  It 
was  done,  and  Hon.  I.saac  Poo.sevelt  was  chosen  jirosident,  and  Drs. 
Bichai'd  Baykw  and  v^amiiel  Bard  ^cere  chosen  senior  pliysicians.  The 
dispensar}^  was  tlien  established  on  Tryon  Street  (afterward  Tryon 
Bow),  ^vhich  extended  along  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  City  Hall 
Park,  between  Chamlnn-s  and  r’hatham  streets. 

officer  iit  the  capture  of  Louishurg.  in  17->8.  Ho  studied  luedicinc  and  surgery  with  Dr. 
Richard  Rayley.  and  completed  his  medical  educaticui  under  the  mo.st  distinguished  })i<>- 
fessors  in  Eilinburgh  and  London.  In  1704,  ho  returned  to  America  witl  the  tirst  c >lh  c- 
tion  of  miner.ds  ever  seen  here  ; also  a collection  of  sjiecimens  of  plants.  The  ne.\t 
year  he  was  appointed  professor  of  liotany  in  Columbia  College,  and  from  170r.  to  IcCi) 
he  was  a professional  })artner  with  Dr.  Samuel  Danl.  In  17h7  the  chair  of  materia 
niedica  was  also  assigned  to  him,  which,  "with  that  of  'notany,  he  held  until  JSi)7,  when  he 
accepted  that  of  materia  me<lica  and  midwifery  in  the  College  of  I’hysiciaiis  and  Sur- 
geons. iMeeaiwhiio  he  had  established  the  Elgin  Dotanio  Cardrii  (llm  second  founded  in 
the  Vnited  St:itr'-\  n 'tieed  in  a future  chapter.  A ea.t  tlocue  of  tin*  plants  lie  had  br'>nch: 
together  gave  him  a high  ])ONition  as  a hot. mist.  Dr.  Ilosael;,  in  eonueirtion  with  hi- 
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Tn  ITlMl  tlic  (lisppTisaiy  was  incorporated  by  the  Lep:islature  of  Xew 
York.  In  1805  a union  was  effected  between  the  dispensary  and  the 
••  Kinepox  Institution,”  which  had  been  established  three  years  pre- 
viously for  the  purpose  of  inoculating  or  vaccinating  the  poor  with 
row-pox  instead  of  small -pox. 

In  1810  the  city  corporation  gave  tlie  disj^ensary  a lot  of  land  on 
^JOyon  Street,  afterward  Try  on  Kow.  The  number  of  patients  so 
i”ipidly  increased  m 1S:2S  ( lo,0oo  in  that  year)  that  the  trustees  were 
(‘ruiipelled  to  seek  larger  space.  They  procured  from  the  city  autliori- 
liestlie  gift  of  a lot  at  the  corner  of  Centre  and  AVhite  streets,  ami 
there  wms  erected  a brick  building  three  stories  in  lielght,  which  was 
lirnt  occujued  in  1829.  The  first  floor  was  used  by  the  dispensary  ; the 
t wo  upper  fioom  and  the  baseinent  were  rented  for  business  purposes. 

( >n  that  spot  is  still  (1883)  the  home  of  the  dispensary. 

JOuring  the  first  year  of  the  occupancy  of  the  new  l)uilding  the  num- 
ber of  patients  treated  was  nearly  18,()<u).  The  medical  staff  consisted 
of  ten  cittending  pliysicians  and  eight  consulting  |)hysicians.  ' These 
gentlemen  were  faithful  and  self-sacrificing.  It  is  said  that  during  the 
cholera  season  of  1832  the  dispensary  jiliysicians  “ were  found  in  every 
piiarter  of  the  widely  extended  city,  breathing  the  atmosphere  of 
death,  and  stopping,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  ravages  of  the  all- 
devouring  element.” 

According  to  the  ninety-iiecond  annual  ix'port  of  the  Xew  York 
Dispensary  ( January  1,  1882)  the  number  of  cases  treated  that  year 
was  25,171.  and  the  number  of  ]>rescri])tions  furnished  was  TO. 985. 
The  number  of  pemons  treated  from  the  oi’ganization  of  the  dispensary 
to  January,  18s2,  was  l,80o,T85. 

The  districts  of  the  dispensaiy  extend  on  the  north  to  Fouileenth 
Street,  outlie  north-west  to  Spring  Street  and  Droadwav,  on  the  north- 
<*ast  to  Til’s!  Avenue,  Allen  and  f^ike  streets,  and  on  the  ('ast,  south, 
and  west  the  district  is  bordered  by  the  East  and  Hudson  rivers." 

pupil.  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  conducted  the  Atim-iran  ond  J'JiihisopJdrnl  Ilegidtrahcnt 

mur  years— 1810-11.  He  remained  a member  of  the  facnlty  of  the  College  of  Phy.siciaiis 
a.nd  Surgeons  until  1820,  when  with  Drs.  Macneven,  Mott,  Godman,  Francis,  and  Griscom, 
he  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  llutgers  iledical  College  in  New  York,  and  retained 
his  (‘oiinection  with  it  until  its  demise,  in  ls:>0.  He  hlled  various  im.-dical  olliees  in 
hospitals,  asylums,  and  public  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  for  the  city  in 
generul,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  literary  and  }rnilosophical  institutions.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  and  for  twelve  years  president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
and  was  a fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Great  Britain.  Dr.  Ho.sack  died  in  December, 
He  the  author  of  several  scientilie  works  and  a life  of  De  Witt  Clinton. 

The  presiileiits  of  the  New  York  Dispensary  from  its  organization  to  the  vec.r  lt).'s2 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


The  New  Yoek  AsvLr^r  for  (destituto)  Lyino-tx  Women  w;u 
founded  in  171)8,  after  the  city  had  been  scourged  Iw  the  yellow  fovc!-. 
In  October  of  that  year  Dr.  David  Ilosack,  ali'eady  a successful  younc 
physician,  and  noted  for  his  benevolent  impulses,  started  a sid)s('ripti..!i 
for  the  ])urpose,  and  soon  raised  the  sum  of  sf>0(»0.  An  a])[)ropriatf 
building  vras  ])rocured  in  Cedar  Street,  and  there,  in  the  winter  of 
ITOS-OD,  tills  noble  cliarity  was  inaugurated.  xV  committee  of  manaev- 
ment  was  ap])ointed,  consisting  of  Thomas  Pearsall,  Pobert  Lenox,  Dr. 
Ilosack,  and  other  good  citizens.  It  was  agreed  that  every  person  who 
should  subscribe  8:^0  should  have  the  privilege  of  recommending  a 
patient  for  the  Institution,  if  appi'oved  by  the  visiting  committee. 

The  asylum  was  incoi-porated  in  1700.  It  soon  became  evident  that 
the  interest  of  the  society's  fund  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  expense^ 
of  the  establishment,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  AAw 
York  IJos])ital  to  receive  tliat  interest,  on  condition  that  the  governoi^s 
should  provide  a lying-in  ward.  By  this  means  the  noble  charity  Avas 
peipetuated  until,  by  appropriations,  subscriptions,  and  bequests,  tlie 
institution  Avas  enabled  to  I’eorganize,  and  aatuP  inde})endent  of  the 
New  York  IIos]>ital.  That  point  was  reached  in  18:27,  Avhen  it  secured 
a charter  as  an  independent  institution.  It  is  now  in  the  eiglity-lirst 
year  of  its  age,  though  it  is  only  hfty-six  years  since  it  became  an 
i n d e] )en  d en t assoc i at  i on . 

This  institution  has  done  a vast  amount  of  substantial  good  Avork, 
and  is  now  (iss.g)  as  actiA'e  and  bene\T)lent  as  cA'er.  It  has  added  to  its 
regular  lienefactions  instructions  in  ])ractical  lying-in  nursing,  so  essen- 
tial for  every  midwife.  The  beneficiaries  are  of  ATirious  nationalities. 
Of  those  cai’ed  for  in  18s:g  qi)  were  from  Ireland,  12  from  England, 
and  20  AAmre  American  mothers.'" 

The  New  Yore  Ixstitetiox  for  the  Ixstructiox'  <af  the  De.vf  .and 
Duair  dates  its  origin  from  tlie  later  months  of  the  year  1810,  Avhen  a 
fcAV  beiKWolent  and  professional  citizens  matured  a ])lan  of  such  an 
institution  and  proceeded  to  put  it  into  practical  operation.  The  most 

have  been  : Isaac  Roosevelt,  1701  ; Rev.  Jobii  Rodgers,  R.D.,  170 1 ; General  ]\ratthew 
Clarkson,  1810  ; John  AVatts.  18'2l  ; General  Edward  Laight,  1830  ; George  T.  TrimMi'. 
1852  ; James  T.  De  Pey.ster,  1801  : Adam  Norrie,  1871  ; AVilliam  AI.  llalsted.  18S2.  Tlie 
ofHcers  in  1882  were  : Adam  Norrie,  pre.sident  ; Rcnjamin  H.  Field,  vice-president  ; 1). 
Colden  IMnrray,  treasnrer.  a.iid  Robert  B.  Campbell,  secretary, 

" The  officers  of  the  institution  for  1883  are  : airs.  I'bofuas  Addis  Emmet  (the  tirst'. 
Mrs;  Charles  A,  iMorford,  Airs,  Stephen  Tyng,  Mrs.  Beverly  Robinson,  Alr.s.  Frederick 
Jones,  iMrs.  John  H.  Mortimei’,  directresses  ; Mrs,  J.  R.  Nevins,  treasurer  ; 2Jrs.  Tb-nr. 
II.  .Vndersnn,  .soert-tary  : Mrs.  Hope,  matron  : Sranton  .Alb  n,  M.D.,  resident  ]divsieiau. 
There  is  a board  of  iiumagers,  consisting  of  nineteen  ladies. 
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pi'omlnont  men  in  the  movement  were  Dr.  Samm'l  L.  Rev. 

Stanford,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly.  To  the  latt('i*  gentleman  lias 
jH*(*n  awarded  the  credit  of  havinir  been  instrumental  in  the  lirst  estab- 
hsliment  of  two  of  the  noble  charities  of  Xew  Yo.'-k,  the  institutes  for 
tile  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind. 

AVith  the  exce])tion  of  the  abortive  atteni[)t  of  oru'  of  the  Rraidwood 
family,  of  England,  who  a few  years  before  had  opened  a school  for 
tiie  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Xew  York,  this  movement  in 
l>l«i  was  the  first  effort  of  the  kind  in  that  city,  and  it  was  successful. 
There  was  not  at  that  time  a single  school  for  tlie  deaf  and  dumb  in 
.America. 

So  little  was  the  importance  and  necessity  of  an  institution  for  the 
instruction  of  tlie  deaf  and  dumb  ajipreciated  or  understood  in  the  city 
of  Xew  AYrk,  that  it  was  supposed  the  school  which  was  about  to  bo 
opened  in  Hartford  by  klessi*s.  Gallaudet  and  Clerc,  who  had  lately 
returned  from  France,  would  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  the 
<leaf-mute  pupils  in  America.  This  fallacy  was  soon  exposed  by  care- 
ful incjuiry.  It  Avas  ascertained  tliat  at  that  very  time  there  were  more 


* Samuel  Latham  Mitchill,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  \vas  a very  prominent  citizen  of  Xe\v  York 
(luring  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century,  as  a scientist  and  an  active  participant  in 
every  good  work.  He  was  born  at  North  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  in  .Vngust,  17G4.  He 
was  a student  with  Dr.  John  Lard.  He  also  studied  law.  In  1788  ho  was  a commis- 
sioner to  treat  with  the  Indians  of  Xew  York  State  for  the  purchase  of  their  lands.  He 
was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1790,  and  in  1792  became  professor  of  chem- 
istry, natural  history,  and  philosophy  in  Columbia  College.  With  Chanetdior  Livingston 
and  others  Alitehill  founded  in  Xew  Y'ork  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture, 
i\Ianufactures,  and  the  Useful  Arts.  His  published  account  of  a tour  along  the  Hudson 
established  his  fame  abroad  as  a scientific  and  very  entertaining  writer.  In  1797  he 
with  others  established  the  Mtdlod  BeposUory  (iprarterly),  winch  he  edited  sixteen  years. 
He  was  again  a member  of  the  Xew  Y'ork  Assembly,  and  in  bSOl-Oi  and  1810-13  he  was 
a member  of  Congress.  Heariwhile  (1804-09)  ho  was  United  S0it(‘s  Senator.  From  PS08 
to  1820  he  was  professor  of  natural  history  in  the  College  of  Fliysicians  and  Surgeons,  of 
botany  and  materia  mediea  1820-20,  and  in  1820-30  was  viee-president  of  the  Rutgers 
iMedical  College  in  Xew  York.  Dr.  Hitehili,  with  Drs.  Hosaek  and  Hugh  Williams, 
founded  the  Xew  York  Literary  and  Philosophical  Sociidy  in  IblJ,  of  whicli  De  Y itt 
Clinton  was  the  first  president. 

Dr.  ^Mitchill  had  a very  retentive  memory,  uhich  was  stored  with  a vast  amount  of 
learning.  He  extended  the  bounds  of  science,  was  an  efileient  friend  ;ind  lu-lper  of  Ful- 
ton .and  Livingston  in  carrying  forward  to  success  their  plans  of  steam  navigation, 
Was  among  the  passengers  on  the  Clrvinont  on  her  first  trip  from  Xew  York  to  Albany, 
and  was  a member  of  many  literary  and  .scientific  societies  in  Europe  and  Ids  native 
enuntrw  Ho  was  also  a prolific  writer  on  .scientific  subjects.  He  published  anony- 
mously a little  work  entitled  “ A Picture  of  Xew  Y’ork.”  whiidi,  it  is  said,  snggesti'd  to 
Y’a>hington  Irving  his  “Knickerbocker’s  History  of  Xew  Yuvk.”  Itr.  Mitchiil  died  iii 
September,  1831. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


than  sixty  deaf  and  dund)  ])ei*sons  living*  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yoric,  u... 
j)opiiUition  of  which  was  less  than  120,000.  And  it  was  found  tli.  ■ 
most  of  these  were  children  of  poor  parents,  who  could  not  alloid 
send  them  to  liartfoi'd  to  be  educated.  The  necessity  for  such 
institution  in  the  city  was  consetpiently  ap|)arent.  A society  wa. 
formed,  and  was  incor|)orated  by  the  Legislature  in  April,  LSI 7,  with 
De  AVitt  Clinton  as  president,  and  a school  with  five  pupils  was  o|H*ir  1 
in  Atay,  luuler  the  charge  of  the  Ilev.  A.  O.  Stansbury.  Ignorant 
the  fact  that  (jest^rre  is  the  natural  language  of  deaf  mutes,  TIr.  Stans- 
bury labored  to  teach  them  aificuiation,  and  failed.  After  a year  <;i 
two  the  effort  was  abandoned.'^ 

In  1S81  the  late  Dr.  Harvey  If  Feet,  who  had  acquired  much  repu 
tation  as  a teacher  and  a man  of  executive  ability,  was  called  to  tin- 
head  of  the  institution.  He' swayed  its  destinies  for  more  than  thirty- 
six  years,  and  built  up  a grand  model  institution. 

During  the  fh*st  eleven  years  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
was  accommodated  in  one  of  the  public  buildings.  In  1S29  it  wa  > 
established  in  the  buildings  on  Fifteenth  Street,  afterward  occu|)ied  by 
Columbia  College.  In  December,  lS5b,  it  took  up  its  abode  in 
beautiful  house  at  Fanwood,  on  ACashington  Heights,  about  niiu* 
miles  from  the  City  Hall,  Avhere,  surrounded  by  about  thirty-sev.si 
acres  of  land,  it  pursues  with  great  success  its  benevolent  work,  unde!* 
tlie  guidance  of  Lewis  P.  Feet,  LL.D.,  son  of  Dr.  Harvey  F.  Feet. 
The  princi])al  buildings  are  of  brick,  four  stories  in  height,  and  plaiinf''! 
to  accommodate  more  than  four  hundred  pupils  of  both  sexes,  witli 
teachem  and  em[)loves.  AVhen  Dr.  Feet  took  cliarge,  in  1S31,  thtue 
were  eighty-five  ])upils  ; when  he  relinquislied  it,  in  1SG7,  there  weiv 
over  four  hundred  ]')upils.f  During  the  year  1SS2  there  were  liv** 
hundred  pupils  under  instruction. 

This  institution  was  at  first  supported  by  jirivate  benevolence,  but  n 
was  soon  taken  under  the  ])atronage  of  the  State.  It  derives 
income,  excejking  from  occasional  donations  and  legacies,  from  font* 
.sources  : First,  from  direct  ap]m>priations  fur  the  suppoit  of  ftat*- 

* The  first  ofUcers  of  this  iiistitntion  were  : De  Witt  Clintoc,  president  ; Richard  Varies 
and  John  Fep^uson,  vice-presidents  ; John  Slidedi.  secretary  ; and  John  1>.  Scott,  tia  a-- 
nrer.  Tliero  was  a hoani  of  directors,  consisting  of  twenty  i>rominent  citizens. 

f Harvey  Prindle  Peet,  LD.D.,  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Conn.,  in  1794,  and  was 
nated  at  Yale  Colle;2;e  in  1822.  He  was  a.ssociatcd  with  the  late  Thomas  IT.  Gallaud-  t. 
LL.D.,  as  instructor  in  the  Hartford  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  from  1822  to  b''9!, 
when  ho  was  called  to  the  principidship  of  the  Ni'w  York  Institute  for  the  Deaf  aa '' 
Dumb,  in  udiich  ])ns>tion  lie  spent  thirty-seven  of  the  remaining  years  of  Ids  lifa.  \ 
value  of  Dr.  Peel’s  services  to  the  community  cannot  be  estimated.  Dr.  Peet  died  in  I'T  k 
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lu'iU'Qciaries  ; second,  from  payments  from  the  counties  foi  deaf  unite 
children  too  young  to  be  placed  on  the  State  list  ; third,  ])aynicnts 
from  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey  for  a certain  number  of  pipiils  wlio  arti 
b(‘neticiaries  from  that  State  ; and  fourth,  p;iyments  on  account  of 
pupils  who  belong  to  families  in  easy  circumstances. 

The  regular  term  of  instruction  is  eight  years.  All  the  ordinary 
Knglish  branches  of  learning  are  taught.  They  are  all  accu.stomed  to 
labor  : the  girls  in  plain  sewing  end  lighter  household  duties,  and  the 
boys  are  instructed  in  gardening,  cal)inet-niaking,  shoeniaking,  tailor- 
ing, and  printing.  Hundreds  of  former  [)U[)ils  sup|)ort  themselves,  and 
in  many  cases  dependent  families  by  their  own  kihor. 

Isaac  Lewis  Feet,  LL.D.,  is  president  of  tlie  educational  department, 
assisted  by  twenty  ]>rofessors  and  teachers,  one  half  of  Avhom  are 
women  ; matrons  for  the  several  de’partments,  and  a foreman  for  each 
of  the  seven  itidustries  carried  on  in  the  institution.'" 

The  Xew  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  was  founded  in  1S20. 
Four  years  p/reviously,  two  young  metlical  students  who  had  graduated 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Xe'.v  York  City,  and  ivlio 
had  spent  the  previous  year  together  in  the  Xew  York  iIos])ital,  one  as 
house  ]>hvsician  and  the  other  as  house  surgeon,  sailed  for  Europe 
together,  for  tlie  purpose  of  increasing  their  knowledge  of  the  profes- 
sion. Having  been  dilig-ent  attendants  on  all  the  hwtufes  in  the  city, 
they  believed  themselves  as  well  ecjuipped  as  any  of  their  fellow- 
students  for  the  duties  of  the  jirofession.  They  had  been  taught,  with 
other  branches  of  suigerv,  somethino-  of  the  tnaitment  of  diseases  of 
the  eye,  and  had  seen  them  treated  in  private  practice  by  their  pre- 
ce})tors.  They  felt  competent  to  treat  these  diseases  themselves,  and 
with  this  self-satisfaction  they  arrived  in  London,  there  to  [)ursue  their 
studies. 

Among  other  medical  charities  in  the  great  city  ^Yas  an  eye  inhrm- 
arv,  recently  established.  They  entered  the  institution  as  ])upils,  and 
soon  naule  the  important  discovery  that  they  were  profoundly  ignorant 
of  the  surgery  of  the  eye,  and  that  what  they  had  be(m  taught  <)n  that 
suliject  was  almost  of  no  value.  They  drew  the  logical  influence  that 
ophthalmic  surgery  was  almost  unknown  in  America.  AVith  the  ai\lor 
of  youth  they  devoted  themselves  to  this  new  branch  of  knowledge. 
On  their  return  home,  in  ISIS,  they  resolved  to  establish  in  Xew  York 

* The  officers  of  the  institution  for  the  year  18S:l  ^vero  : I [on.  Erastns  Droohs,  prosi- 
<h'iit  ; lion,  r.noeh  L.  Fancher,  LL.D.,  tirst  vice-president  ; Itev.  Charles  .-V.  Stoddard, 
ICD.,  seeond  vicaj-pro^iilcut  : Ireori^e*  .V.  13ihhins,  treasurer;  Thatcher  M.  .Vhmis,  sec- 
retary, iind  James  C.  Carson,  M.D.,  superintendent. 
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an  infirmarj  for  curing  disc^ascs  of  the  eye.  These  two  young  nif n 
were  Drs,  Edward  ilelaliold  and  J.  Kearney  Kodgei's. 

Youiig,  with  small  pecuniary  means,  and  without  reputation,  hut 
assisted  by  the  sanction  of  those  with  whom  tliey  laid  been  educati  .1, 
and  tlie  influence  of  tiieir  names,  they  hired  two  rooms  in  the  second 
story  of  a building  in  Chatljam  Street,  and  witli  a few  necessary  ini])K'- 
ments  they  founded  the  institution  now  grown  to  be  tlie  famous  Yew 
York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  Some  students  of  medicine  volunteered 
to  perform  the  duties  of  apothecary,  in  rotation,  and  the  man  fj’oin 
whom  tliey  hired  the  rooms  acted  as  superintendent.  They  made  it 
publicly  known  that  any  one  a|>plying  at  YTo.  4-5  Chatham  Street  at 
certain  hours  on  certain  days,  having  diseases  of  the  eyes,  would  b<‘ 
treated  gratuitously.  In  a single  week  it  was  evident  that  the  enter- 
])i*ise  would  be  successful.  That  was  in  August,  1S20.  In  a period  of 
less  than  seven  months  from  tliat  time  no  less  that  four  hundred  mid 
thirty-six  patients  had  been  treated  at  the  infirmary.  It  proved  a 
great  public  boon.  Persons  totally  blind  received  tlieir  sight,  and 
those  who  Avere  languishing  in  liopelessness  Avere  encouraged,  ami 
found  themselA'es  on  the  Avay  to  perfect  cure.  Drs.  5Yright  Post  and 
Samuel  Powne,  tAA^o  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
the  city,  gaA^e  the  young  imni  their  names  as  consulting  surgeons. 

On  the  0th  of  Ylarch,  1S2I,  a large  meeting  of  citizens  Avas  held  at 
the  City  Hall  for  the  ]mrpose  of  “ adojiting  the  means  for  perpetuating 
the  infirmary  for  curing  diseases  of  the  eye.'-  A committee  Avas 
appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  inlirmary.  Succeeding  in 
securing  suMicient  means,  a,  society  of  the  subscribers  aauis  formed,  A^dth 
OAT'r  two  hundred  membei^.  Thev  convened  on  the  first,  of  April, 
and  organized  by  the  election  of  AYiiliam  Fcav  as  president,  and  other 
usual  olHcers.  It  Avas  thus  establislied  by  leading  citizens  of  Yiew 
York,  but  its  means  l)eing  small,  it  continued  to  occupy  its  original 
rooms,  at  an  annual  rent  of  Sl50,  Tlie  societA’’  aauis  incoi'iiorated  cai 
March  P^22,  and  tjie  next  year  the  legislature  granted  the  institu- 
tion sloiMi  for  tAvo  vears.  " 

In  1S()4  the  charter  Avas  amended,  and  the  institution  recei\"ed  the 
title  of  **  The  YYwv  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,”  Avitl.  authority  to 
“ treat  and  care  for  indigent  jicrsons  affected  Avith  deafness  and  other 
aliseases  of  the  ear.”  According  to  the  sixty-second  annual  report. 
Octolier  1,  TSS2,  there  liad  been  treatcMl  in  tlie  institution  during  the 
year  14,2*21  ])atients,  of  whom  more  than  fogioo  winu  treated  for  dis- 
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cases  of  the  eye.  Of  the  whole  number,  nearly  SOOO  were  natives  of 
the  Lbiited  States.  The  total  number  treated  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Itdirmaiy  was  274, 

This  institution  now  occupies  a spacious  building  on  the  corner  of 
Tliirteenth  Street  and  Second  Avenue,  which  was  completed  in  tlie 
autumn  of  1855.  The  infirmary  has  an  etiicient  surgical  stall’  in  each 
de[)artment — ophthalmic,  aural,  and  throat. 

* The  officers  of  the  institution  in  1882  were  : Eoyal  Phelps,  president  ; Benjamin  H. 
Field,  first  vice-president  ; Abraham  Du  Bois,  second  vice-president  ; John  L. 

Biker,  treasurer,  and  Bichard  H.  Derby,  M.D.,  secretar}'. 
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CTIAPTER  Y. 


NE  of  the  still  thriving,  active,  and  useful  charitable  institutions  in 


the  city  of  Yew  York,  Imving  its  origin  in  tiie  closing  period  of 
Ivnickerbocker  social  rule,  is  the  1Iebki:w  Benevolent  and  Orphan 
Asylum  Society,  founded  in  1822.  It  held  its  semi-centennial  celebra- 
tion in  1872,  at  which  time  Chief-Justice  Daly,  one  of  the  speakers  on 
the  occasion,  gave  a most  interesting  account  of  the  first  appearance  of 
Jews  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  (then  Y"ew  Amsterdam),  where  now 
(1883)  they  constitute  nearly  one  fourteenth  of  its  population,  and 
nearly  one  fourth  of  tlie  lleiirew  population  in  the  United  States. 

Judge  Daly  said,  in  substaaice,  that  after  the  successful  revolt  of  the 
Yetherlands,  and  A\hlliam  of  Holland  had  proclaimed  freedom  of  con- 
science in  his  dominions,  expatriated  Jews  from  Spain  settled  in  the 
free  cities,  es[)ecially  at  Amsterdam.  By  their  industry,  integrity, 
and  thrift  they  liecame  witiiin  fifty  years  the  most  influential  citizens 
of  Amsterdam,  and  tliere  they  erected  tlie  first  synagogue. 

These  people  liecame  large  stockholders  in  the  commei'cial  operations 
by  which  Yew  \ ork  was  founded.  Cura coa,  which  then,  as  now, 
belonged  to  the  Dutch,  had  many  Hebrew  merchants.  Jewish  emi- 
grants from  l)oth  that  country  and  Holland  came  to  Yew  Amsterdam 
(now  Yew  York)  and  craved  citizenship,  but  the  sturdy  old  cimrehman 
Governor  Stuyvesant  looked  u])on  their  advent  with  great  disfavor. 
Among  tliese  immigramts  wei*e  .Vliram  Costa,  Jacob  Hendricks,  Isaac 
Meza,  l^felliado,  Abram  Lucas,  and  Asher  Levey.  All  Imt  tlie  last- 
named  were  of  S]»anish  or  Portuguese  origin.  These  were  the  first 
Jews  seen  on  ^Manhattan  Island. 

, Govenior  Stuyvesant  wished  to  exclude  these  Hebrews,  and  wrote 
to  Holland  reipiesting  that^they  lie  not  allowed  to  enter  and  dwell  in 
the  ])rovince.  The  home  authorities  answered  that  his  request  was 
inconsistent  vcith  freedom  and  justice. 

Stuyvesant  refused  these  immigrants  iiermission  to  have  a place  of 
their  own  wherein  to  bury  their  dead.  Jdiev  were  heavily  taxed,  ami 
when  two  of  tla'in  remonstratml  with  the  govei'uor.  1k'  said,  '*  If  y()u 
are  not  satisHed,  go  elsewhere.'’ 
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Stnyvesarit's  hai’sli  troatiiieut  of  tiiese  Jews  in  every  possiljle  way, 
when  re})orted  to  the  home  authorities,  bi-oiiglit  another  letter,  which 
comnianded  him  to  allow  the  Hebrews  the  privilege  of  (juiet  Imbitation, 
subject  to  no  condition  save  to  take  care  of  their  poor,  which  they  have 
always  done. 

Melhado  now  ])iirchased  some  land,  but  the  governor  would  not 
allow  liim  to  Jiave  a deed  of  it,  A petition  of  the  Jews  for  ecpudity  in 
taxation  and  the  rights  of  trade  with  other  dwellers  in  A^ew  Amster- 
dam was  answered  only  by  j'lermission  to  have  a burial-ground.  An- 
other and  a sliaiper  letter  came  to  Stuyvesant  from  Holland,  which 
resulted  in  ])lacing  tlie  Jews  on  an  equality  with  others  as  to  civil  and 
religious  rights,  and  these  they  enjoyed  so  long  as  the  Dutch  bore  rule 
on  ^Manhattan  Island. 

In  109b  there  were  twenty  Jewish  families  in  AAdv  York.  That 
year  they  built  their  first  synagogue,  in  which  a merchant  named 
Samuel  Brown  olUcialed  as  rabbi.  This  synagogue  was  removed  in 
1728  to  Mill  Street,  a narrow,  irregular  lane  that  extended  from  Stone 
Street  to  Broad  Street. 

Peter  Kahn,  a Swedish  natuialist  who  visited  Yew  York  twemty 
years  later,  wrote  : ‘‘  The  Jews  are  many  : they  have  large  stores  and 
country-seats,  and  enjoy  equal  privileges  with  their  fellow-citizens. 
The  last  remark  could  not  tlien  have  ap[)lied  to  any  otlier  country  in 
the  world. 

AVhen  the  Jews  built  their  first  synagogue  in  Yew  York  and  num- 
bered about  one  hundred  souls,  tlie  city  contained  a ])0[)ulation  of*  eight 
thousand  ; now  (1880),  when  that  ])opulation  is  })robably  one  million 
four  hundred  thousand,  the  Jews  number  fully  ninety-five  thousand, 
and  have  twenty-six  synagogues.  Of  thcM'  the  finest  is  Ti'inple 
Ernanu-el,  on  Fifth  Avenue.  And  it  must  be  conceded  by  all  observing 
men  that  the  Jews  in  the  city  of  A'ew  York,  as  a class,  mnk  among 
the  be.st  citizens  in  all  the  qualities  which  })ertain  to  good  citiz(mship. 
They  are  honest,  industrious,  and  thrifty.  They  are  lovers  of  peace 
and  their  families.  They  support  their  own  poor.  Tliey  are  obedient 
to  the  laws,  and  tliey  are  ])roverbially  ti.mqierate  in  all  things.  They 
contribute  absolutely  nothing,  as  it  were,  to  the  burdmis  of  |)auperism 
and  crime  which  bear  so  heavily  upon  the  city.  Indeed,  so  far  as  the 
Jews  are  concerned,  there  seems  to  be  no  use  for  almshouses  and  jails. 
Asa  rule,  they  seem  to  oliey  the  voice  of  Hillel  : **  MJiat  is  noxious 
unto  thee,  do  not  unto  thy  neighbor.'’ 

The  oi’igin  of  the  Ib'brew  PiUH'vohmt  and  Orphan  .Vsylum  Society 
nf  the  City  of  AAnv  York  was  in  this  wist'  : 
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In  the  spring  of  the  year  1820  a Jew  who  had  been  a soldier  in 
the  American  war  for  independence  was  brought  in  a critical  st:itc^ 
to  the  City  Hospital.  He  had  no  friends  nor  money,  but  expressnl  ^ 
a wish  that,  being  a Jew,  some  of  liis  co-religionists  miglit  be  sent  foi*. 
John  J.  Hart,  Joseph  Davies,  and  others  visited  the  sufferer,  and 
collected  money  for  his  support.  He  died  soon  afterward.  About 
§300  of  the  money  collected  was  left.  The  question  arose  in  tin* 
minds  of  the  custodian  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  form 
a benevolent  society  by  wliich  relief  might  ixj  given  to  Jews  in  tiim^ 
of  need,  as  well  as  to  others.  It  was  done.  On  xVpril  S,  1822,  tlu* 
following  named  gentlemen  fonnally  associated  themselves  under  the 
title  of  the  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society  of  the  City  of  Xew  Yoih  : 
Daniel  Jackson,  Joseph  Jackson,  Josepli  Davies,  John  J.  Hart, 
Abraham  Collins,  Eowland  Davies,  Simon  Hyers,  Abraham  Hitcliell, 
Charles  J.  Hart,  and  Joseph  Samuel — all  members  of  the  Jewish 
Church.  Daniel  Jackson  was  chosen  president,  and  Charles  J.  Hart 
secretary. 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  society  was  held  at  Burnett's  Hotel,  on 
the  Bloomingdale  Boad.  The  supper  was  cooked  by  the  membei’s 
themselves,  and  the  sum  of  §lh  was  collected.  Another  banquet  was 
given  at  the  Botanic  Garden  in  1826.  The  society  Avorked  on,  Avith 
eA^er-increasing  membemhip  and  funds,  until  1832,  Avhen  the  Legislating' 
of  Aew  York  gwe  it  a charter  of  incorporation.  Bequests  and  gifts 
folloAved,  Finally,  in  February,  18.11),  the  Hebrew  BeneA'olent  Society 
and  the  German  IlebreAV  Benevolent  Society  Avere  united  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  an  orphan  asylum  and  home  for  aged  and  indigent 
Jews.  In  April  the  consolidation  was  effected.  Their  united  funds 
amounted  to  aBout  §25,<h)o. 


This  union  Avas  hailed  Avith  jileasure  l)v  the  JeAvish  community.  A 
neAV  charter,  Avith  enlarged  ])ow(‘i\s,  Avas  obtained,  and  the  city  authori- 
ties AVere  authorized  to  aippropriate  land  for  the  building  of  an  asylum. 
^leanAAdiile  a house  Avas  rented  in  ACest  Tliirty-ninth  Street,  and  thirty- 
orphan  children  AA’ere  ])laced  in  it.  That  Avas  in  I860.  Demands 
upon  it  increased,  and  the  trusti'es,  having  ]n*ocured  the  donation  of 
a lot  on  the  corner  of  Third  AAmniu^  and  SeA'enty-seA’enth  Street,  and 
an  additional  grant  of  §3o,ooo,  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  a substan- 
tial buihling.  Tlie  corner-stone  aauis  laid  in  September,  1863,  and 
the  building  aauis  conqileted  and  dedicat(‘d  in  XoAumiber,  186>:'>. 
Among  other  measures  for  increasing  the  funds  of  the  institution, 
the  great  Hebrew  CharitA'  Fair,  held  in  18To,  in  connection  Avith  it> 
tAvin  sister  in  charity,  IMount  Sinai  Hos[)ital,  Avas  axut  successful.  Th<* 
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Nhare  of  the  proceeds  wliicli  fell  to  tlie  asylum  amounted  to  nearly 

The  society  lias  in  operation  an  excellent  system  of  education  for 
orphans.  There  is  a home  school,  in  wliich  the  llrhi’ew^  language, 
ndigion,  and  history  are  taught.  Tliere  is  also  an  incidental  school,  in 
which  trades  are  taught  to  the  hoys  and  sewing  and  domestic  service  to 
the  girls.  This  department  is  self-supporting.  Tin*  girls  leadil}^  find 
places  in  the  best  of  families  or  in  commercial  houses  when  they  leave 
the  asylum.  There  is  a steam  printing  establishment  at  the  industrial 
school,  which  does  all  kinds  of  work  in  the  ])rinting  line.  A large 
])oi1;ion  of  the  orphans  attend  the  public  schools. 

In  1SS2  there  Avere  three  liundred  and  thirty-seven  inmates  of  the 
asylum.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a new  orphan 
asylum,  land  having  l)een  purchased  lietween  One  liundred  and  Thirty- 
sixth  Street  and  One  Hundred  and  Tliirty-eighth  streets  and  Tenth 
Avenue,  on  the  Bloomingdale  Poad. 

The  officers  of  the  society  in  1SS2  were:  Jesse  Seligman,  ])resident  ; 
Henry  Pice,  Auce-president  ; Pindskojif,  treasui*er,  and  iUyer  Stern, 
secretary.  The  IlebreAcs  of  the  city  of  New  ’^Tirk  have  several  other 
charitable  and  beneA’olent  institutions  Avhich  haAU3  lieen  established  since 
the  one  aboA^e  considered. 

There  AA'ere  seA^eral  minor  charitable,  bencA'olent,  and  fiPaully  associ- 
ations in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  half  decade  before  the  year 
1830.  The  ])rincipal  of  these  Avere  the  folloAvi ng  : 

Tme  Huaiaxe  Societa',  founded  by  a few  beneA'olimt  ];ersons  near 
the  close  of  the  last  century.  Its  primary  object  Avas  to  alford  relief  to 
distressed  debtor’s  in  prison.  Tlie  sco])o  of  its  efforts  was  enlarged  in 
ISOf)  so  as  to  include  resuscitation  of  ])ersons  appaiAUitly  dead  from 
droAAming.  The  society  Avas  incorporated  in  is  14.  It  atforded  support 
and  clothing  to  poor  debtors  in.  ]u’ison,  secured  the  lib'ci’ation  of  ])ifson- 
ei-s  aaTio  Avere  entitled  to  a discharge,  distrilmted  soup  to  the  poor  in 
general,  and  resuscitated  persons  Avho  were  apjiari'iitly  drowned.  They 
also  took  measures  to  suppress  street -begging.  The  society  established 

a soup-house  at  the  eastern  entrance  to  the  (Tty  Hall  Park.  It  aa'us 
supported  by  occasional  donations  and  annual  suiiscriptions. 

The  Aged  Indigent  Female  Society  was  composed  entirely  of 
’AA'omen  associated  for  the  pur})ose  of  alfording  relief  to  i'es])ectable  indi- 
gent and  aged  women.  It  Avas  instituted  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1814,  and  on  ]\rarch  10,  1S15,  the  Legislature  of  New  \ oik  passed  an 

* See  address  of  Mr.  Mycr  Stern  (then  ]>iesident  of  tin-  sociLty\  nn  the  littielh  anni- 
versary celebration,  in  1872. 
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act  incorporating  it,  to  continue  fifteen  years.  It  was  allowed  to  lioll 
an  estate  to  the  value  of  8100. oOo. 

Tin-:  Female  Assoeiation  was  a society  composed  entirely  of  youm: 
women  who  belonged  to  the  sect  of  Friends,  commonly  called  Quakers. 
Tiie  object  of  the  society  was  the  visiting  of  the  sick  pool*,  and  obtain- 
ing instruction  for  the  children  of  such  ])ersons  as  were  not  provided 
for,  or  who  did  not  belong  to  any  religious  society.  It  was  chartered 
^larch  2d,  1818,  to  continue  twenty  yearn,  and  it  was  allowed  to  hol\ 
property  to  the  amount  of  sl-0,ooo.  ^lemlienship  was  obtained  lyv  the 
])ayment  of  85.  By  a special  clause  in  the  act  of  incorporation  the 
society  was  entitled  to  a share  of  the  State  school  fund. 

The  Society  for  the  Belief  of  Booh  Widows  with  Small  Childrex 
MTis  foirnded  in  1707  by  Isabella  Graham  and  a few  other  benevolent 
women,  for  the  laudable  puqx'ise  of  affording  aiil  and  comfort  to  such 
Avorthy  and  respectable  widows,  Avitli  little  children,  as  could  not  pro- 
vide the  means  of  obtaining  even  the  necessaries  of  life.  It  was  incor- 
porated in  1SU2,  and  by  its  charter  it  was  allowed  to  hold  property  to 
the  amount  of  85d,0o().  ]\laterial  aid,  timely  vcords  of  encouragement, 
judicious  counsel,  assistance  to  get  employment,  the  education  of  the 
children,  and  every  other  gviod  the  managers  can  liestow  were  included 
in  the  list  of  their  benefactions.  ^loney  is  seldom  bestowed  in  the  way 
of  relief,  l)ut  such  necessaries  of  food  and  clothing  as  the  object  stands 
most  in  need  of.  The  chief  efforts  of  this  society  are  directed  to  tind- 
ing  employment  for  tluAse  Avho  are  able  and  Avilling  to  lal)or. 

The  operations  of  this  society  have  lieen  carried  on  in  the  most 
economical  manner.  There  are  no  salaried  agents  to  consume  the 
funds  contributed.  The  city  is  divided  into  districts,  and  a managei' 
appointed  for  each.  The  condition  of  becoming  a lieneticiary  of  tln‘ 
society  is  to  be  “ a widow  with  two  small  children  under  ten  yeai*s  of 
age,  Avho  is  willing'  to  exei't  herself  for  her  own  suppoif,  and  is  not 
receiving  aid  from  any  almshouse.’'  The  funds  of  the  society  art' 
derivi'd  chiefly  from  donations  and  subscriptions.  In  Fsr»8  iMr.  Chaun- 
cey  Bose  gave  the  society  81dd^d<k  'vith  a reipiest  that  it  should  not 
form  a ])art  of  any  invested  fund,  lait  be  used  as  the  wants  of  the 
society  I'ccjuired. 

Tm:  Female  Assistaxce  Society  was  an  association  formed  1)V  some 
lienevohmt  women  for  the  relief  of  sick  poor  women  and  children.  It 
Avas  incorpor.ited  in  Ajiril,  1817,  to  continue  until  Xovember, 

Its  funds  Avere  limited  to  88<>00. 

The  AVii'ow-’  Fend  Socieiy  Avas  incorporat('d  on  51arch  l<>,  1815. 
and  allowed  to  hold  funds  to  the  amount  of  S25('M>  a year.  Its  olQri 
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was  the  relief  of  tlic  widows  and  children  of  deceased  clergymen  of  the 
Ihd'ormed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  Unit(‘d  Slates. 

The  Assistance  Society  was  first  organized  in  ISos  for  relieving  and 
advising  sick  and  poor  [)ersons  in  tlie  city.  It  was  cliarteted  in  Febru- 
ary, 1810,  by  which  permission  was  given  it  to  hold  real  and  jiersonal 
property  to  the  amount  of  825, 00<),  Its  charter  expired  in  December, 
1.S25. 

The  PnoviDEXT  Society  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing a fund  to  sujiport  inlirm  members,  and  theii*  widows  and  children 
on  tlieir  decease.  Their  capital  was  limited  to  sP'dlei).  Py  the  same 
act  three  other  charitable  institutions  were  incor])orated  for  a similar 
pui‘])ose,  and  with  the  like  limited  capital.  These  were  The  Muteal 
Pexefit  Society,  The  Benevolent  Society,  and  The  Albion  Benevo- 
i.ent  Society. 

These  several  societies  have  nearly  all  disaipieared,  as  distinct  organ- 
izations. They  had  their  origin  in  the  nobicst  emotions  oi  the  human 
soul — desire  to  conform  to  tlie  golden  rule  of  life.  Tliey  rvere  the 
comparatively  feeble  efforts  of  large-hearted,  l)road-minded  men  and 
women— -the  foreshadowings  of  tlie  magnificent  institutions  established 
and  carried  on  vigorously  in  tlie  city  of  New  York  in  our  day  for  the 
same  holy  purpose — the  ]>ur]-)ose  that  animated  Ben  Adheni  and  caused 
his  name  to  lead  all  the  rest  on  the  list  of  the  recording  angel,  because 
he  loved  liis  fellow-men.” 

Among  the  benevolent  institutions  which  existed  in  the  city  of  Yew 
York  before  JS30,  The  Sailoks'  Snug  IIakbor  holds  a most  conspicuous 
place.  Before  its  establishment  there  was  a Makine  Society,  having  in 
view  similar  objects.  This  society  was  founded  in  lT7<t  the  funds  of 
which  were  limited  to  815,000  a yea.r.  Its  immediate  objects  ^vere  the 
improvement  of  maritime  knowledge  and  the  relief  of  indigent  mastei*s 
of  vessels,  their  widows  and  children.  The  funds  of  the  society  were 
limited  to  8l5,t)O0  a year.  Its  affairs  were  mam\ge<l  by  a committee 
composed  of  merchants,  magistrates,  and  managers,  and  it  was  sup- 
ported by  an  annual  sui)scri])tion  from  each  member  of  82. 

In  the  summer  of  ISol  Captain  Ilobert  Bichard  Ihindall,  a son  of 
Ca})tain  Thomas  Bandall,  one  of  the  foumhn-s  of  the  f\rai'ine  Society  of 
Xew  York,  and  himself  a.  merchant  and  shipmaster,  i)V  his  will,  bearing 
date  June  1,  after  making  some  specilic  luMpiests,  devistal  the  residue 
of  his  estate  in  trust  to  the  chancellor  of  the  State  of  Yew  York,"-'  the 

A nc\s  (’oTistitutinn  ot  the  State  of  A'nrk.  lulopied  in  isit’,,  ahihislie.l  the  oihoo 

of  oliaiiceilor  after  July,  IsiT.  Since  that  time  the  board  has  consisted  of  seven  members. 
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mayor  and  recorder  of  the  city  of  New  York,  t]ie  ])resident  and 
j)resident  of  the  Marine  Society  of  the  city,  the  senior  minister  of  ih.. 
E])iscopal  (dmrch  in  the  city,  and  tiio  senior  minister  of  the  Pn*>hv 
terian  Churcli  m the  same  city,  for  tlie  time  }>eing,  and  to  their  suec«-s. 
sors  in  office  respectively,  to  ''  receive  the  rents,  issues,  and  ])i'oti!s 
thereof,-’  and  to  apply  the  same  “ to  the  erection,  in  some  eligil)le  p;iii 
of  the  land  vrhereon  the  testator  then  livtal,  of  a building  for  an  asylum 
or  marine  liospital,  to  be  called  Mdie  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor.’’’  Tht* 
object  was  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  aged,  decrepit,  and  worn- 
out  sailors. 

These  tnistees  ap])lied  to  the  State  Legislature  for  a chaiTer  of  incor- 
])oration.  It  was  granted,  and  the  charter  bears  date  Fel>ruarv  (i, 
ISOG.  In  1814,  doubts  having  been  expressed  as  to  Avho,  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  testator,  were  to  be  considered  the  senior  ministers’' 
of  the  Episcopal  and  rreslyterian  churches  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  Legislature,  by  act  passed  March  25,  1814,  declared  that  the  rector 
of  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  and  the  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  AVall  Street  should  be  considered  trustees  of  the  corporation. 

The  jiroperty  devised  by  ('aptaiii  Pandall  for  the  Sailors'  Snug  Har- 
bor consisted  of  land  lying  in  the  Fifteenth  ACard  (between  Broadway 
and  the  Bowery  and  Seventh  and  Tenth  streets),  comprising  little  more 
than  twenty-one  acres,  four  lots  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  three  and  six  per 
cent  stocks  to  the  amount  of  little  over  STOfH),  and  fifty  shares  of  the 
stock  of  the  ]\[anhattan  Bank. 

The  i‘aj)id  growth  of  the  city  and  advance  in  the  value  of  inoixnly 
within  its  limits  caused  the  tmstees  to  ask  tlie  Legislature  to  authori/'' 
them  to  erect  the  proposcal  building  elsewhere,  and  regulate  and 
improve  the  land  in  the  Fifteenth  AVard,  and  lease  it.  This  authority 
Avas  granted  in  18i>8,  and  in  1831  tin?  trustees  purchased  a farm  of  om‘ 
liundred  and  thiity  acios  on  tin;  noith  shore  of  Staten  Island,  to  which 
twenty  acres  were  afterward  added. 

For  many  years  ])ersons  claiming  to  be  heirs  of  Ca])tain  Pandall  con- 
tested his  will.  4’h('  question  was  settled  in  fa.vor  of  tlie  trustees,  by 
the  Supreme  ('ourt  in  1S30,  when  the  land  was  divided  into  lots  con- 
formahle  to  the  plan  of  the  city  streets,  and  leased  for  the  term  <4’ 
twentv-one  vears.  The  cormu’-stone  of  tin;  Sailors'  Snu'>-  Harbor  was 

. , O' 

laid  on  October  .‘U,  1831,  and  on  the  first  of  August,  1833,  the  chief 
building  was  completed,  and  the  institution  was  formally  ojiened  with 
religious  and  other  ceremonies.  The  remains  of  the  founder  were  soon 
afterwa’‘d  (hqujsitt'd  beneath  a white  marble  monument  in  front  of  tlm 
building,  bearing  the  following  inscrijitions  : 
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Sorlh  Side. 

“ The  Trustees  of  the  Sailors’  Suug  Harbor  erected  this  ^Ionun:erit 
To  the  Memory  of 
Robert  Richard  Randalr, 

By  whose  munificence  this  Institution  was  Founded,” 

East  Side. 

“ The  Humane  Institution  of  the  Sailors’  Snuj::'  Harbor. 

Conceived  in  a Spirit  of  Enlarged  I>enevol(?nce, 

With  an  endowment  which  time  has  proved  fully  adequate  to  the  objects 
of  the  Donor  ; 

And  organized  in  a manner  which  shows 
Y>'isdom  and  Foresight, 

The  founder  of  this  noble  Charity 
, Will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  Remembrance 
By  the  partakers  of  his  Bounty,” 

South  Side. 

Charity  never  Faileth, 

Its  Memorial  is  Immortal.” 

West  Side. 

“ The  Trustees  of  the  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor  caused  the  Remains  of 
Robert  Richard  Rand  ale 
To  be  removed  from  the  original  place  of  Interment 
And  deposited  beneath  this  Monument, 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1834.” 

In  tlie  hall  of  the  centre  building  may  be  seen  a marlde  bust  of  Cap- 
tain Eandall.  The  buildings  consist  of  a centre  edifice,  with  two 
wings,  a dining-hall  building,  a hospital,  and  chapel. 

So  enormously  has  the  value  of  the  real  estate  in  the  city  increased, 
that  the  income  from  it  provides  ample  suppoid  for  the  institution. 
The  annual  income  in  ISOh  was  s42d3  ; now  (ISSgj  it  is  about 
^2.jo,ouo.  The  delay  of  almost  thirty  years  in  putting  the  institution 
into  operation  ^vas  occasioned  l»y  the  vmw  limited  imagine  of  the  estate, 
and  subsequently  by  the  unsettled  state  <d*  the  trust  ; by  the  gi*eat 
expenses  incurred  in  defending  suits  brought  against  the  trustees,  and 
i>y  heavy  a.ssessments  for  regulating  the  lots.  Hut  for  iifty  \ ears  this 
gu’eat  charity,  so  appropriate  for  a great  commercial  city,  has  been  dis- 
pensing blessings  to  a class  of  useful  men  who  haw'  been  too  miidi 
neglected  by  society  at  huge. 

Tlie  Snug  llarlxn*  has  an  average  of  fully  live  hundi’cd  ohl  or  dis- 
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lodged,  liave  all  necessary  wants  siij)p1ied,  and  religious  instructi..fi 
attended  to,  while  perfect  liberty  of  conscience  is  granted. 

The  government  of  the  institution  is  under  a governor,  a chaplnin. 
physician,  an  agent,  and  a steward.  Xone  luit  those  who  liave 
“before  the  mast,'’  and  free  from  contagious  disease,  have  not  adr 
(plate  means  for  .self-sup|)ort,  and  who  have  sailed  few  five  vna»'v 
unde]*  the  United  States  liag  in  the  naval  or  merchant  sei'vice,  aiv 
admitted. 

Before  the  trustees  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  had  made  theii*  linal 
arrangements  for  building  on  their  land  on  Staten  Island,  a snecessfw! 
effort  had  been  made  (1830-31)  for  establisliing  a Seamen's  Betivai 
and  Hospital. 

In  1731  the  municipal  authorities  of  Xew  York  (then  containing  a. 
])opulation  of  a1»out  Soo(>)  ado[)ted  cpiarantine  measures  for  the  })rotec- 
tion  of  the  health  of  the  city.  They  iin])Osed  a tax  upon  all  ])ersoi!s 
entering  the  port  of  Xew  York,  l)oth  seamen  and  passengers,  and  witii 
the  fund  thus  procured  they  estaldished  hospital  accommodations,  iirsi 
on  Governor’s  Island,  and  then  on  Bedloe’s  Island.  After  the  Hevolii- 
tion  laws  Avere  enacted  by  the  vState  Legislature  for  regulating  a proptn* 
(piarantiiie,  and  in  1700  a (piaiuntine  hospital  was  established  on  Staton 
Island.  The  taxes  collected  from  seamen  and  passengers  was  paid  into 
a joint  fund,  Avhich  was  under  the  control  of  the  commissionei's  of 
health”  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  Avas  called  the  l^Iariners'  Fund. 

This  fund  Avas  a])propriated  to  defraying  the  expense  of  buildings  at 
Quarantine,  to  the  aid  of  the  “ House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delin- 
(juents,”  the  endoAvment  of  dispensaries  from  year  to  year,  and  other 
things,  and  the  remainder,  if  any,  was  ])aid  into  the  State  treasury. 
A A*ery  small  amount  of  the  money  collected  by  these  taxes  Avas  used 
for  intended  ]mrposes,  lAr  only  laAspital  accommotlations  Acere  providia! 
alike  for  passengei*s  and  seamen,  and  Avere  alfor<led  but  for  four  months 
of  the  year,  at  the  Jlarine  Ib^spital. 

This  manifest  injustice  to  seafaring  men  a.roused  the  attention  «'f 
commercial  men  in  and  at  the  session  of  the  State  Legislature  in 

18.U  a law  Avas  ])asse<l  Avhich  re})ealed  all  former  laws  relating  t<>  tin' 
collection  of  the  ijuarantino  tax  from  masters,  mates,  and  seamen,  and 
credited  a board  of  trustees,  Avho  Avere  cha !*ged  with  the  collection  an<l 
use  of  the  funds  so  ])rociired.  It  was  ascertained  that  up  to  that  time, 
after  deducting  all  that  had  been  expended  for  board,  nursing,  and 
medical  attemlance  for  seamen,  there  remained  in  their  faA'or,  apart 
fi’om  Avhat  had  bv'eii  |)aid  by  pass(mg(M's  and  ex[)euded  foi*  them,  the 
sum  of  SiM  l.iMtO. 
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'riio  hoard  of  trustees  named  in  tJie  act  of  Ajn-il  2*2,  1831,  were 
.iwtli«>ri/(^d  to  receive  from  the  comptroller  of  the  State  the  nm,‘X[)ended 

ihinre  of  the  joint  fund  in  his  hands,  whicli  then  amounted  to  sl2,127, 
,.nd  \v(‘re  also  authorized  to  estal)lisli  witli  this  fund  a lios[)ital  for  the 
•■\rlusive  use  of  seamen,  the  cjuarantine  tax  on  seafaring  men  to  bo 
.i|>j'!'opi*iated  for  its  support.  On  tlie  hth  of  May,  1831,  the  lirst  meet- 
;I!l:  of  the  hoard  was  held  at  the  otlice  of  the  mayor.  The  hoard 
insisted  of  Walter  Bowne,  mayor  and  pi’esident  ; Captain  John 
\\'h(‘tton,  president  of  the  iNtarine  Society  ; Captain  Alexander  Thomp- 
Nnii,  president  of  the  Xaiitical  Society  ; Aajah  Taylor,  [)resident  of  the 
S(-amen's  Savings  Bank,  and  Dr.  John  S.  Westervelt,  health  otlicei* 
and  acting  secretary.  At  that  meeting  Captains  James  Morgan,  James 
\\’ehh,  J.  R.  Skiddy,  Henry  Russell,  and  Reuben  Brumley  Avere 
rK‘cted  associate  trustees.  Dr.  Peter  S.  Townsend,  of  Xew  York,  was 
';ij)se(juc]itly  elected  resident  ])hysician  to  the  institution,  which  was 
denominated  The  Seamex's  IJetkeat  Hospital.  At  a subsecjiient 
meeting  Samuel  Swart  wont,  collector  of  the  port,  was  chosen  |»resi- 
d<‘iit,  and  Captain  Morgan  appointeil  secretary. 

Tiie  trustees  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  StaTen 
hsland,  on  the  road  between  Clifton  and  Stapleton,  on  Avhich  Avas  a 
fai'inhoiise,  for  sin, 000.  In  that  farmhouse  the  first  patients  Avere 
eared  for,  ]>ut  it  very  soon  Avas  entirely  inadecpiate,  for  all  seamen  then 
in  the  T^larine  Hosipital  at  Staten  Island  and  in  the  City  Hospital  in 
NYav  York,  at  the  charge  of  the  health  commissioners,  Avere  to  he  sent 
to  the  retreat.  A l)uilding  was  speedily  erected,  and  yet  there  Avere 
inadecjuate  accommodations  for  tlie  continually  increasing  applicants, 
and  the  corner-stone  of  a new  building  Avas  laid  on  July  4,  1834.  In 
1842  the  erection  of  anotlier  liuilding  Avas  begun,  and  the  imposing 
structures  now  seen  there  were  soon  com])leted. 

There  Avas  in  the  reti'eat  a circulating  library  of  many  liundred  vol- 
mnes,  and  the  American  Bible  Society  furnished  Billies  and  Testanumts 
in  almost  e\mry  Avritten  language.  There  tliousands  (h‘  seamen,  disabh'd 
by  age  or  disease,  found  a home.  If  any  ]Areferrcd  it,  he  was  trans- 
Icrred  to  the  Sailors’  Snug  Harbor,  or  sent,  at  the  expense  of  the 
trustees,  to  his  liome  and  friends,  howcAan*  distant.  At  the  western 
<*nd  of  the  grounds  Avas  a cemetery,  Avhere  the  AV'earied  bodies  Avere  laid 
at  rest  foreA'er. 

The  Hon.  Clarkson  Crolius,  Jr.,  Avas,  for  iiearly  thirty  yea  is;,  an 
actiV(‘.  trustee  of  the  Seamen's  Retreat,  and  aatis  its  last  president. 
d'ht‘  nUreat  Avas  closed,  by  ord(‘r  <J‘  th(‘  la'gislatnre,  on  Julv  31,  18^2, 
because  the  hospital  Avas  not  self-su[)port ing.  On  the  grounds  i.^  the 
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Mariners’  Family  Asylum,  which  is  continued.  The  hospital  prn|)oi  t v 
is  valued  at  ^:2<K),ooo.  The  ])roceeds  of  its  sale  are  to  he  e(]U;,ll 
divided  between  the  Family  Asylum,  the  ^Marine  Society  of  New 
and  the  SeameiFs  Oiphaii  Society  of  Xew  York.  “ Sammy,”  tha  r.|-i 
gatekeeper,  who  had  been  at  his  post  for  forty-tliree  years,  was  sent  h, 
the  Sailors'  Snug  Ilarl)or,  and  the  ])atients  to  other  ho.spitals. 

In  182S  an  important  movement  was  made  in  Yew  York,  in  tin- 
interest  of  commerce,  morals,  and  liumanity.  So  much  does  the  salVt\ 
of  pro})erty  committed  to  the  care  of  seamen  depend  upon  their  umrai 
character,  that  the  merchants  and  others  perceived,  with  ever-increas- 
ing anxiety,  the  low  state  of  morals  among  that  class  of  men,  then  s«. 
numerous  in  connection  with  the  mercantile  marine  of  Y’ew  Y<jrk. 
Society  was  to  blame  for  their  degradation,  for  society  almost  entii‘(‘!y 
neglected  them.  In  182S  i\  Skamex’s  Fkiexd  Society  was  organized  in 
Yew  York,  the  avowed  ol>ject  of  which  was  to  improve  the  social 
and  moral  condition  of  seamen  by  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  wise  ami 
good  in  their  behalf  ; by  promoting  in  every  port  lioarding-houscs  «.»f 
good  character,  savings  banks,  register-offices,  libraries,  museums, 
reading-rooms,  and  schools,  and  also  the  ministration  of  the  gospel  and 
other  religious  blessings.”  * 

Early  in  1825  the  Kev.  John  Truax  liegan  the  publication  of  the 
^[(Kjazlne  in  Y’e^c  York.  lie  advocated  the  formation  of  a 
national  society  for  the  benefit  of  seamen.  This  led  to  tlie  assembling 
at  the  City  Hotel  (October  25,  1S25|  of  clergymen  of  the  various 
churches  in  YYw  Y”ork,  and  a large  nunilier  of  other  citizens — mer- 

* So  early  as  the  year  1812  a Society — probably  the  first  in  the  \vorhI — was  formed  in 
Boston,  called  “ The  Boston  Society  for  the  lieligiou.s  and  Zsloral  Iinprovemont  of  Sl-.-.- 
ihen.”  In  1810  meetings  to  consider  and  provide  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  seamen  wciv 
begun  in  Xew  "i'erk,  in  the  Erick  (Presbyterian)  Church,  then  occupying  the  point  of  laiel 
at  the  junction  of  Nassau  Street  and  Park  Row,  and  subscipiently  in  other  churches. 
In  1817  a “ IMarine  Bible  Societ}',”  designed  to  furnish  sailors  with  the  Scriptures,  was 
formed,  artd  the  nevt  year  the  “ Society  for  Promoting  the  Gospel  among  Seamen  in  tla- 
Port  of  Xew  York,”  more  f.imiliarly  known  as  “ The  Port  Society,”  was  formed. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  la.st-naiued  society  was  erected  the  first  ^Mariners’  Church 
ever  built,  it  is  supposed.  It  was  in  Roosevelt  Street,  near  the  East  River,  and  was  dedi- 
cated in  June,  iS20.  . Rev.  Ward  Stafford,  its  jmojeetor,  was  its  pastor.  In  1821  “ The 
Xew  York  Bethel  Union,”  with  the  good  Divio  Bethune  as  its  president,  was  organize«l. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  these  movements  in  Xew  York  for  ministering  to  the 
spiritual  and  intellectual  wants  of  seamen,  similar  organizations  were  effected  at  Phila- 
delphia (18P>),  at  Savannah  (1821),  Portland  and  Xew  Orleans  (Ts2:'),  X'ew  Bedford  and 
Xorfolk  (1825i,  and  at  otlnu-  places.  So  early  as  1825  there  existed  in  the  United  States 
seventy  Bctliel  Unions,  thirty-three  Thirine  Bible  Societies,  and  fifteen  churches  aud 
fioatiug  chapels  for  the  benefit  of  seamen.  The  Bethel  Hag  had  circumnavigc.ted  tl*'- 
glohc. 
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cliants  and  others.  Other  meetings  were  held,  and  the  subject  contin- 
ihmI  to  be  discussed,  when,  on  ^lay  5,  1828,  Tin-:  AMiancAN  Skami:x's 
Society  was  orguiized,  with  the  lion.  Smith  Thompson, 
rx-Secretarv  of  the  Xavv,  as  president  ; liev.  Ciuirlcs  P.  .Mcllvaine 
(afterwai’<l  bishop  of  the  JOiocese  of  Oliio),  coiTes[xnuling  secretary  ; 
Philip  Flagler,  recording  secretary  ; Silas  Holmes,  treasurer,  and  Pev. 
.loshua  Leavitt,  general  agent. 

The  institution  of  foreign  agencies  was  almost  immediately  begun, 
and  now  they  exist  in  almost  every  important  seap(U‘t  in  the  world. 
The  first  agent  sent  to  China  was  the  Rev.  David  A heel,  and  at  about 
the  same  time  agents  ^vere  sent  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  France,  and 
elsewhere.  The  (yet  [)uldished)  was  started  the 

.same  year.  In  1820  a seamen's  savings  bank  was  started,  and  the 
same  year  a home  for  colored  seamen  was  established.  The  society 
was  incorporated  in  183:>. 

,In  1842  a home  was  opened  for  white  sailors,  at  No.  PJO  Cdierry 
Street,  and  there  many  thousand  seamen  have  found  the  comforts 
whicli  its  name  implies.  It  has  a good  reading-room  and  museum, 
bathing  faiciiities,  and  excellent  sleeping-rooms.  There  is  a clothing 
store  in  the  basement,  and  a seamen's  exchange  near  by.  This  home 
and  the  legal  restrictions  which  now  hedge  the  sailor  boarding-houses 
have  transformed  these  traditional  dens  of  moral  pollution  and  linancial 
swindling  into  comparatively  decent  houses  of  entertainment.  During 
the  year  ending  Hay,  1882,  it  had  accommodated  one  tliousand  nine 
huiulred  and  fifty -eight  l)oarders.  From  the  date  of  its  0[)cning  there 
had  boarded  and  lodged  there  one  hundred  thoii.sand  seven  hundred 
and  ten  seamen,  and  the  amount  saved  by  it  to  seanum  and  their  rela- 
tives whose  funds  had  been  cared  for  was,  dui*ing  the  thirty-nine  yearn, 
more  than  $1,500,000.  There  shipwrecked  sailors  are  cheerfully  j)ro- 
vided  for. 

The  lifty-fourth  annual  rc[)ort  of  the  society  (Hay,  1882)  exhibited 
the  institution  in  a healthful  state,  and  vigor<msly  (Uigaged  in  its  no!)l(' 
work,  with  an  ellicient  corps  of  otlicers,  com|)osed  of  the  Seci*etarv  (>f 
the  Xavy,  admirals,  commanders,  and  captains  of  the  L nited  States 
Xavv,  clergymen,  and  others. *'■* 

The  society  has  now  active  agents  in  the  Permudas  : at  Pangkok, 
Siam  ; Ron  Esp'erance,  on  the  coast  of  Lal)rador  ; Honolulu  ; [)orts  in 
Sweden,  FTorway,  and  Denmark  ; Hamburg,  Antwerp,  ^Marseilles. 

Tlie  ofticevs  for  lSS-2-s:>  are  : RicbarU  Duck,  president  ; Horace  (tray,  Henry  A, 
Hurlln  rt,  and  twonty-fonr  ofliers,  vii-e-]>residents  ; Dev.  Samuel  IT.  ITall,  1 ).!>..  secre- 
tary ; ^Viliialu  C.  Sturge.s,  treasurer,  and  L.  It  Hubbard,  linancial  ardent. 
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Genova,  Naples  ; Yokohama,  Ja}>an  ; Valparaiso,  Chili  ; and  ai  t];, 
principal  Atlantic  an<l  Pacihc  sea})orts  of  tlie  United  States. 

For  a (jiiarter  of  a century  the  society  has  furnislied  })i‘ivat('  and 
national  vessels  with  loan  libraries  for  t lie  use  of  seamen.  Thes(M-(n>- 
tain  al»oiit  thirty-six  volumes  each,  a few  of  tliem  in  the  iJanisIi. 
French,  Spanish,  and  Italian  languages.  During  the  year  ejidiiu. 
May,  1882,  thei'e  liad  l)cen  sent  to  sea  from  the  rooms  of  the  socicTy  in 
New  York  and  lloston  eight  hundred  and  twelve  libraries,  containliiL'- 
an  aggregate  of  sixteen  thousand  live  hundred  and  twelve  volumes. 

These  brief  notices  of  institutions  which  have  originated  and  ar** 
carried  on  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  iKdialf  of  seafaring  men 
the  vast  benevolent  operations  of  the  noble  work  that  is  done  in  the 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  llepublic  for  the  class  of  men  upon  v hosr 
good  services  so  much  of  its  material  pi'osperity  depends. 

The  0mm ax  AsYL(:.>r  Society  ix  the  ('ity  of  New  Youk  is  the  old»*si 
of  its  class  in  the  Ignited  States,  having  been  organized  in  the  spring  of 
1800.  It  was  founded  by  a few  benevedent  persons,  cliielly  women, 
among  whom  Isabella  Girdiam,  a widow,  and  one  of  the  most  saintly 
benefactors  ever  known,  was  conspicuous.  Out  of  her  o'wn  earnings  as 
a school-teacher  slie  had  laid  the  foundation  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
of  the  Society  for  tlie  Eelief  of  the  Destitute  Sick,  and,  with  others, 
the  Society  for  the  Eelief  of  Door  Willows  witli  Children.  She  caiin* 
to  America  in  ITSd,  on  the  invitation  of  Pinsident  AVitherspoon  nf 
Princeton  College,  and  opened  a small  school  in  the  citv  of  New  York', 
wliere  her  second  daughter  married  Divie  Pethune,  a prosperous  young 
merchant,  father  of  the  late  Eev.  Dr.  Pethune. 

The  Or[)han  Society  was  organized  at  the  City  Hotel  in  April,  isoT. 
and  the  continuance  and  su|)[)ort  of  the  Society  for  the  Eelief  of  lk)o! 
AVidows  with  Children  tvas  a chief  ekanent  in  insui-ing  it  success. 

At  first  a tempcu’ary  liome  for  the  wai’ds  of  the  society  was  procur<-d 
in  Greenwich  Village,  and  a pious  man  and  his  wife  were  engaged  o‘ 
take  change  of  and  instruct  the  oigdian  children.  In  tlie  s])ring  of  l^'E 
the  society  (,)btained  a charter  from  the  Legislatur(',  bearing  date  April 

* Isixbella  Oraliam  ^vas  bom  in  Liiiiarksliirc,  Scotlaml,  in  1712.  Tier  mairlen  nani<' 
ilarshall.  She  married  Dr.  John  Graham,  an  army  suigeon,  and  accompanied  liim  t • 
Canada  in  ITSJ.  Slie  resided  there  several  ye:irs,  and  accompanied  her  hnsband  to  tin- 
isliind  of  AntiLjTa,  where  he  died.  She  returned  to  Seotland  with  three  infant  daughters 
and  a son,  where  she  supported  her  family  by  teaching  school  until  she  came  to  ATin'rica. 

At-  her  house  in  Nmv  Ycnk,  in  IT'.hl,  was  formed  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  I'oer 
Widows  with  Chihlr'-n.”  She  Avas  one  of  the  <'hief  founders  (Af  the  “ (>rph;tn  A^vkne" 
and  ” The  khigdalen  SociLty.”  IK-r  niini>.trations  to  tin-  poor  continued  until  lu-r  death, 
in  1811. 
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7,  1807.  It  was  allowed  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate'  to  an  amount 
not,  exceeding  slo0,uoo.  This  charter  expire'd  in  1820,  and  was 
r»‘ne\ced.  It  was  again  renewed  in  ISOO  for  twenty  yeai'S. 

At  the  fimt  annual  meeting,  at  the  City  Ilotel,  in  the  s])ring  of  ISOT, 
a!)out  twenty  of  its  wards  were  })resent.  Then  the  society  resolved  to 
purchase  lots  and  erect  a building.  On  four  lots  in  Greenwich  the 
corner-stone  of  a building  fifty  feet  square,  to  accommodate  two  hun- 
dred children,  was  laid.  It  Avas  of  brick,  and  the  funds  for  its  erection 
(Sl5,000)  was  contributed  by  generous  citizens.  A betpiest  by  Philip 
Jacobs  in  1S33  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  [)i*os])erity  of  the 
society. 

The  accommodations  at  Greenwich  being  too  limited,  nine  and  a ludf 
acres  of  land  were  purchased  at  one  of  the  most  beautiful  situations  on 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson  Pi\^er,  five  miles  from  the  City  Hall.  There 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  building  Avas  laid,  in  flinug  isgt;.  ATithin 
a year  afterward  it  Avas  opened  for  tlie  entrance  of  the  orphans.  The 
building  co.st  more  than  Sl5,000,  all  cojitributed  bv  generous  individ- 
uals,  neither  the  State  nor  the  city  having  gi\'en  anytliing.  During  its 
life  of  little  more  than  thiify  yearn  nearly  a thousand  orphans  had 
enjoyed  its  sheltering  care.  Of  these,  four  hundred  and  scAmn  boys  had 
been  apprenticed  to  mechanics  and  farmers,  and  two  hundred  and 
se\"enty  girls  as  seiwants  in  private  families. 

The  grounds  are  beautifully  laid  out  in  laAvns  and  gardens,  and  fur- 
nish ample  pasture  for  cows  to  supply  the  little  ones  with  milk.  The 
inmates  are  ediumted,  clothed,  and  boarded,  and  have  UKjral  and  relig- 
ious advantages  Avhile  thev  remain  in  the  institution. 

This  most  excellent  retreat  for  orphans  is  managed  by  a board  of 
directors  and  seA'enteen  trustees,  all  Avomen. The  scho(.)}s  are  graded, 
and  the  elements  of  an  English  education  are  thoroughly  taught.  On 
April  1,  1S82,  there  AA'ere  one  hundred  and  seventy-live  orphans  in  the 
asylum,  of  Avhom  oiie  hundred  and  eight  Avero  boys. 

In  the  half  decade  preceding  the  year  1830  tlu're  Avei’e  in  the  city  of 
Aew  York  a County  I\Iedical  Society,  a Colleg<‘  of  Pliysicians  and 
Surgeons,  and  for  a Avhile  an  institution  known  as  Rutgem  iMedical 
College. 

The  Ykav  York  CorxTV  iUKUic.AE  Sociktv  was  organized  mider  a gen- 

The  board  of  direction  in  1882  consisted  of  : Mrs.  .Jonathan  Odell,  first  directress  ; 
Mrs.  M.  L.  R.  Satterlee,  second  directress  ; ]\Irs.  .Janet  T.  Slieniian,  treasurer  ; .Mrs. 
R.  51.  Rlatchford,  recordim^  secretary  ; Mrs.  .J.  G.  Sniodl)er^,  financial  secretary.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  George  E.  Idunloj)  are  the  superinteiuU-iits,  and  .John  T>.  Gamiibell,  51. D., 
{>hysician. 
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eral  State  law  for  the  incorporation  of  medical  societies,  in  the  fionf 
court-room”  of  the  old  City  Hall,  in  AVall  Street,  on  the  lii’st  d:iv  ni 
Judy,  iSOd.  There  were  jiresent  at  the  meeting  one  hundred  and  thur 
pliysicians  and  surgeons.  Dr.  ^Tcholas  Eomayne  \cas  ajgiointed  ch;iir 
man,  and  Dr.  Valentine  Seaman  was  chosen  secretary.  After  havinir 
duly  organized  a society.  Dr.  Eomayne  was  chosen  its  ]>resident,  !)!•. 
James  Tillary  vice-president.  Dr.  Edward  Tidier  secretary,  and  Dr. 
Valentine  Seaman  treasui’er.  TTie  society  (now  ninety-seven  yi'ai  - 
of  age)  is  composed  of  resident,  non-resident,  and  honorary  memlx'i's. 
The  governor  of  the  State  of  Vew  York  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Tsew  York  are  honorary  members  e^p-nfficio. 

Tlie  objects  of  the  s<x*ietv  are  to  aid  in  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgeiy,  and  to  contribute  to  the  ditfusion  of  true  scienc(\ 
])articularly  the  knowbalge  of  the  healing  art.  * The  society  has  ]>ow(M‘ 
to  examine  students  and  to  grant  a license  to  practice  to  sucli  as  may 
be  found  qualified. 

In  ISlfi  the  society  ado[)ted  a rate  of  charges,  which  possesses  a curi- 
ous interest  now.  The  charges  for  services  in  eighty-one  specific  cases 
wore  determined.  TTie  lowest  charge  for  medical  and  surgical  servic* 
was  81  ; the  highest,  8-<)n.  An  ordinary  visit  was  ; for  verbrd 
advice,  s5  ; for  letter  of  advice,  to  815  ; a night  visit,  81  i it  visit 
to  Staten  Island  in  summer,  SEb  mid  in  winter  or  stormy  weather. 
8:^0.  For  vaccination,  85  to  810  ; operation  for  cataract,  8l5o,  and 
for  carotiil,  subclavian,  inguinal,  and  external  iliac  troubles,  8d'>*'. 

From  the  beginning  the  society  took  an  exalted  position  as  to  proft'S- 
sional  character,  and  lias  always  maintained  it.  It  also  assumed  a, 
proper  spirit  of  independence  when  the  State  Tfedical  vSociety,  at  tin* 
outset,  as.serted  its  right  to  regulate  the  policy  of  th.e  county  societii's. 
The  influence  of  this  society  in  pursuit  of  its  avowed  purposes  has  lieiMi 
wide  and  most  salutary.  ^Vt  iirst  the  society  had  only  one  represenia- 

* A State  ^reiiicul  Society  bad  been  organized  in  a room  of  the  City  Hall  on  the  ovoii- 
ing  of  Xoveiiil)er  14,  1704,  1»y  Hrs.  John  (diarlton,  Idiomas  Jones,  Samuel  Hard,  iMabuOn 
Treat,  Rii'hard  Rayley,  S.  Fougeras,  James  Tillary,  Samuel  Nicoll,  A.  Fainbridge,  IXivi.i 
Rreeks,  W.  IV  Smith,  J.  Gamage,  William  Hammersley,  John  Ondordonk,  Gei^ri:'- 
xVnthon,  J.  R.  1».  Rodgers,  ^V.  Rost,  and  William  Laramie.  At  a subsec^uent  meeting  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  Drs.  Edward  Stevens,  Joseph  Youle,  and  Daviil  Hosack  1m 
considoivd  ;is  original  members  of  the  society. 

Dr.  John  Charlton  was  elected  presi<lent  of  the  society,  Dr,  'Tliomas  Jones  vie*  . 
])resiJent,  Dr.  Willia.m  P.  Smith  treasurer,  Dr.  John  R.  R.  Rodgers,  secretary.  anJ 
Drs.  .Saunml  Jhirtl,  Malachi  'treat,  Ritihard  Rayiey,  ;xnd  S uumd  Xicoil,  censors. 

The  (oieiual  minutes  of  this  soeiety  are  in  the  cr.>tody  of  the  Xew  York  Academy  "t 
iMcdicine. 
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tiv<‘  at  tlin  sessions  of  tlio  State  ^ledical  Society  ; it  now  (1SS3)  has 
twenty-one  I’cpresentatives  in  that  l)ody. 

Tun  Coi.LKOE  OF  PiiYsiciAAS  .VXD  SuKGKoxs  was  fouiided  in  ISOT. 
The  institutitni  received  its  charter  from  the  regents  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  |)ursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legishitnre  passed 
^iarch  4,  1701.  The  charter  is  dated  ]\[arch  lik  lso7.  The  ollicers 
were  elected  in  May  following,  when  Dr.  Nicholas  Komayne  was 
chosen  president.^ 

The  iirst  course  of  lectures  in  the  college  vras  begun  on  November  T, 
ISOT,  in  a small  building,  two  stories  in  height,  on  Kobinson  Street,  in 
rear  of  the  Chty  Hospital.  At  about  the  close  of  the  session  the  college 
received  an  endowment  of  S'2o,000,  when  a building  on  l^earl  Street 
was  })urchased.  It  was  formally  opened  for  the  reception  of  students 
in  November,  1>0S.  The  wliole  number  of  students  that  attended  the 
iirst  year  was  11  fty -three. 

The  institution  soon  began  to  experience  vicissitudes.  Its  very 
existence  was  menaced  ^vith  destruction.  It  was  savtal  by  the  wisdcmi 
and  energy  of  the  regents  of  the  University. 

So  early  as  the  year  ISll  there  was  such  grave  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  president  and  the  faculty  that  the  regents  were  co]n])elled  to 
interfere.  They  made  important  changes  in  tlac  faculty  and  in  the 
internal  arrangements  of  the  college.  President  Pomayiu^  retired,  and 
the  venerable  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  then  nearly  seventy  years  of  age, 
became  the  head  of  the  college.  At  about  the  saiiu'  time  power  was 
granted  to  the  college  to  confer  medical  degrees. 

The  first  medical  commencement  was  held  on  the  ir)th  of  l\fay,  ISll, 
when  the  degi'ee  of  Doctor  of  IMedicine  was  con  fenc'd  upon  eight  grad- 
uates. It  was  a greater  number  of  degrees  in  medicine  than  had  ever 
before  been  conferred  at  one  time.  Not  more  tlian  twimtv  <>-raduates 

•-  C; 

of  tlie  medical  school  of  Columbia  CYllege  had  received  the  degree  in 
thirty  years. 

* Xicbolrif^  Romayne,  ^I.D.,  born  in  IL\ckens:rck,  X.  J.,  in  Sopteinber,- 173G,  and 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Peter  Wilson.  Ho  completed  liis  medicul  educiitiou  at 
Ediubnroli  in  17S0,  and  became  })rofessor  of  tlio  institutes  of  medicine  ami  forensic 
medicine  in  Queen's  (now  Rutgers)  College,  New  Jersey.  Before  he  ri  Innied  from 
Europe  he  spent  two  ye:irs  in  l^u■is,  and  also  visited  Leyilen.  Ho  began  his  jirofes- 
sional  career  in  New  York  after  leaving  Queen’s  College.  H.'  heoamo  professor  of  the 
practice  of  physic*,  anatomy,  and  chemistry  in  Coluudiia  College  on  its  reorganiy'ation  in 
1784,  and  gave  ]u-ivate  lectures  on  anatomy.  Dr.  Romayuc  was  the  first  president  of  the 
New  York  City  Medical  Society  ISod,  president  of  the  New  York  State  Dledical  Society 
1803-10,  and  in  lo<'»7  wos  chosen  the  first  })ro>idcnt  of  tlu*  College  of  Pliysii'ians  and 
Surgeons.  Dr.  Rome.yne  died  in  New  York  of  aiioplexy,  in  July,  1817. 
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In  1813  the  medical  de|Kn*tment  of  Columbia  College  was  di.von. 
tinned.  The  i*egents  of  the  University,  so  early  as  1811,  had  ri'cnm 
mended  the  imiou  of  the  two  schools.  It  was  effected  in  ^larch,  1^]  i. 
when  the  new  organization  took  |)o.ssession  of  a commodious  hiiildin- 
on  the  north  side  of  Barclay  Street,  near  Broadway. 

This  alliance  was  of  short  duration.  Soon  after  the  union  sou u' o’* 
the  faculty  of  the  C'ollege  of  Jhiysicians  and  Surgeons  witluh-ew.  an<i 
formed  a new  medical  school  under  the  authority  of  (,)ueen‘s  (tar/* 
Itutgers)  College,  in  Xcw  Jei’sey.  It  was  called  the  Xew  lyiedical 
Institution,  but  was  genei’ally  known  as  Butgers  Medical  College  of 
Xew  York.  It  ,took  possession  of  a huge  building  on  Duane  Strei't. 
It  Avas  short-lived,  ex]>iring  in  isir>. 

At  this  crisis  in  its  affairs  the  regents  of  the  University  reorganized 
the  college  under  an  entirely  nevz  charter,  which  gave  the  managemeni 
to  a board  of  tAventy-five  ti-ustf^es,  Avliose  tenure  of  otlice  Avas  subject  to 
the  Avill  of  trie  regents  tliemselves.  Finally,  dissensions  l)etAveen  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Xew  York  and  the  College  of 
Bhysicians  and  Surgeons,  which  had  preATiiled  more  or  less  from  the 
beginning,  became  A^ery  exciting  in  1821,  and  there  Avas  consequently 
such  discord  bet\Amen  the  trustees  and  the  faculty  of  the  College  of 
Bhysicians  and  Surgeons  that  the  latter  all  resigned  in  April,  1823,  and 
soon  afterward  revi\'eil  the  AYw  Medical  Institution/’  under  the 
aus})ices  of  Queen’s  College.  The  leading  ])rofessors  in  the  revived 
institution  were  Drs.  David  Ilosack,  William  J.  Macneven,  Yalentiiu' 
Mott,  John  W.  Francis,  Jolin  D.  Godinan,  and  John  Griscom,  LL.1>. 
This,  too,  was  short-livc'd.  The  faculty  soon  aljandoned  the  contest, 
and  the  institution  Avas  closed. 

By  a neAv  ])rovision  in  the  constitution,  the  faculty  of  the  college 
AA^ere  excluded  from  seats  in  tla^  l)oard  of  trustees.  In  XoAxmiher,  18:;7. 
the  college  remoA'ed  from  Barclay  Street  to  Crosby  Street,  Avhere  its 
sessions  Avere  held  until  the  inauguratiiAii  of  its  present  home,  on  the 
north-east  corner  of  Twenty-third  Street  aTid  Fourth  AA'enue,  January 
22,  18r»<h  Ii\  June,  18F>o,  the  institution  was  constituted  the  medical 
department  of  (’olumbia  (’ollege,  aiid  now  (1883)  bears  the  title  ol 

Tlie  College  of  I^hysicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  City  of  Xcav  York — 
^ledical  Di'partment  of  (Johimbia  C’ollege. ^Mucli  of  the  instruction 
in  this  college  is  giAxn  in  <lilferent  large  h(»spilals  in  the  city. 

* The  officers  of  the  Collo^'c  of  I'hysioinns  niul  Surpjoons  in  1883  ■were  ; Alonzo  Cl-irk. 
M.D.,  LIj.1).,  ]ir»‘si(h  nt  ; AVillard  I’arkor,  AI.D.,  LT^, I),,  vicr  jfri'^ident  : Ellsworth  Eli'V, 
Itl.l).,  rra;istr:ir  ; Jolm  Sherwomi,  tre.\snrer.  Tlu-re  are  twenty-two  trustees.  Its  nn-vli- 
ciil  faculty  eoiisi^'ts  of  twenty-five  jiliysicians. 
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In  tljc  year  1S02  an  association  vras  formed  in  Xew  York  for  the 
i)Ui’j)ose  of  substituting  tlie  kine-pox  for  the  small-pox  by  vaccination, 
as  a safeguard  against  the  ravages  of  the  latter.  The  ])reventive 
nu4hod  had  already  become  ((uite  popular  in  Boston,  where  the  indom- 
i{al)le  Dr.  AVaterhouse,  professor  in  Harvard  College,  satislied  with  the 
utility  and  conse^quent  blessings  of  Jenner's  discovery,  had  urged  the 
])ractice  so  vigorously  and  ])ersistently  that  he  was  styled  the  Ameri- 
ean  Jenner. 

During  the  first  year  after  the  estalilishment  of  the  kine-]iox  insti- 
tution in  Xew  York  fully  five  hundred  children  were  vaccinated. 
A”erv  early  in  the  history  of  vaccination  in  the  city  it  was  ])laced  under 
the  direction  of  the  City  Dispensary,  and  all  a])plicants  Avere  gratui- 
tously vaccinated.  The  corporation  appropriated  SGOO  a year  for  that 
purpose. 


j. 
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CHAPTER  YL 


The  most  prominent  institutions  existing  in  tlie  cit  j of  Hew  York 
about  the  year  ISoO,  which  had  been  established  for  thcproiiKt- 
tion  of  intellectual  and  moral  cultivntion- — literary,  scientific,  an<1 
artistic — were  Columbia  College,  Hew  York  Society  Library,  General 
Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  Hew  York  Ilistoricad  Society. 
Hew  York  Typographical  Society,  Hew  York  ^lercantile  Liljrary  Asso- 
ciation, Lyceum  of  Hatural  History,  Hew  York  Athemmim,  Litermy 
and  Philosophical  Society,  American  Academy  of  Pine  Arts,  and  the 
Hational  Academy  of  tlie  xVrts  of  Design. 

The  germ  of  Columbia  College  may  be  found  in  the  records  of 
Trinity  Churcli  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  centuiw.  At  Avhat  time 
the  timt  movement  in  that  direction  by  the  vestry  of  the  church  had 
taken  place  cannot  be  determined.  In  ITOd  tlie  rector  and  wardens 
were  directed  to  ^vait  on  the  governor  of  the  province,  Lord  Coiai- 
bury,  ‘‘  to  know  what  part  of  the  King’s  Earm  then  vested  in  Trinity 
Church  had  been  intended  for  the  colie<j:e  whicli  lie  desie:ned  to  have 
Imilt." 

Wlien  Bisho])  Berkeley  was  in  this  country,  nearly  thiity  years  aftei*- 
Avard,  the  project  of  a college  at  Hew  Yoik,  which  had  slumbered  all 
that  time,  AVas  reviATHl.  Berkeley  Avas  disa])pointed  in  regard  to  the 
establibhment  of  an  institution  of  learning  in  the  Bermudas,  and 
resoh’ed  to  transfer  his  intended  estaldishimuit  to  some  place  on  the 
American  continent,  Avhich  Avould  pi-olialily  ha\'('  been  Hcav  York. 

In  1T4^>  the  Colonial  Assembly  authorized  the  collection  of  monev,  by 
lottery  or  othenvise,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a college  in  the  city  of 
Hew  York.  About  slT.htM)  was  raised,  chiefly  in  England.  This  sum 
AA’as  A'ested,  in  IThl,  in  ten  trustees,  s(nam  of  Avhom  Avere  memlieis  «)f 
the  Anglican  Church,  and  some  of  them  A’estrymen  of  Trinity  Church. 
Two  of  them  Avere  of  the  Dutch  Refornual  Church,  and  one  a Presby- 
terian. A lot  Avest  of  Broadway,  liounded  by  Barclay,  Clmrch,  ami 
Murray  streets  and  the  Hudson  Rmu*,  Avas  gi\am  from  the  “ Chiiivh. 


♦ Chandler’s  Life  of  J'djnson.” 
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]''arm”  for  tlie  use  of  the  college,  and  on  October  31,  it  was  iii- 

, (;r|)oi‘ated  under  the  title  of  King's  College. 

The  predominance  of  Ej)isco})alians  in  tla^  board  of  trustees  of  King’s 
( 'ol lege,  and  the  opposition  to  any  church  estahlishmeiit  in  the  prov- 
nic(‘,  evoked  the  strong  displeasure  of  the  dissenting  churches  in  the 
cMty,  and  for  a long  time  the  college  had  a severe  struggle  for  existence. 
'I’lie  Rev.  Samuel  Johnson.  D.D.,  of  Comiecticiit,  was  chosen  ])resident, 
with  an  assistant,  and  in  July,  1754,  he  opened  the  school  with  eight 
pupils,’^  in  the  vestry-room  of  the  schoolh(ais('  belonging  to  Trinity 
(Jiurch.  The  college  was  not  really  organized  belbi'c  31ay,  1755, 
when  at  a meeting  of  more  than  twenty  of  tlie  gentlemen  who  had 
been  named  in  the  charter  ins  governors,  tlie  deputy  secretary  of  the 
province  (Goldsbrow  Banvar)  attending  witli  the  charter.  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Janies  De  Lancey,  after  a suita])le  address,  delivered  it  to 
these  gentlemen.  Then  Jlr.  llomnanden,  one  of  the  jialges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  administered  to  them  the  oath  required  by  law  to  be 
taken.  The  goveiaiors  named  in  the  charter  wer»-  : the  Archbishop  of 
(’anterbury  and  the  first  Land  Commissi<mer  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, who  were  empowered  to  act  by  proxy  ; the  lieutenant-governor 
and  commander-in-cliief  of  the  Province  of  Kew  'Toik,  the  eldest  coun- 
cillor of  the  ])rovince,  the  secretary,  attorney-general,  sj)eaker  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  treasurer  of  the  ])rovince,  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Kew  York,  the  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  the  scunor  minister  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  the  ministei-s  of  tlie  Ancient 
Lutheran  Church,  of  the  French  Church,  of  the  Ih*esbytei*ian  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Presbvteiaan  Church,  and  tlie  president  of  the  college — ah 
these  or  ojjirin.  Twenty-four  principal  gentlemen  of  tlse  city  were  also 
named  as  governors.  Tliese  vrere  Archiliald  Kennedy,  tloseph  5[urray, 
Josiah  ]\Iartin,  Paul  Richard,  Tlenrv  (’ruger,  AVilliam  AValton,  John 
Watts,  Henry  Beekman,  Pliilip  ATu*planck,  Frederick  IJiilipse,  Jos(q)h 
lioliinson,  Jolmfb’uger,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  James  Livingston.  Ren  jamin 
Kicoll,  AYilliam  Living'ston,  Joseph  Read,  Xathaniel  Alai'ston,  .losejih 
Haynes,  John  Livingston,  Abraham  Lodge,  J)avid  Clarkson,  Leonard 
Lisjienard,  and  Janies  De  Lancey. 

The  conditions  of  the  gift  of  land  by  Trinity  ('hurch  1‘(H{  lired  that 
the  ])resident  of  the  college  should  be  forever,  at  the  time  being,  in 
communion  with  the  Cliurch  of  Fngland,  and  that  morning  and  even- 


* Samuel  Verplanek,  Riidolpli  Ritzema.  Pliilip  Van  rortlandt.  Ilohert  Dayaril.  Surnuel 
Provoost,  4’homas  I^Iartin,  Tfciuy  Cruder,  and  Jo'^bna  J>lt)t)in.  St-VfVLd  ol  thesf  were  after- 
vurd  distiugnisbod  in  the  history  of  New  Yoi'k  (’ity. 
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m<»’  service  in  the  colle^i’e  should  he  tiie  liturii’v  of  that  church,  ora 
collection  of  prayers  fi'oni  that  litui’gy.  These  restrictions  excited  th»' 
most  furious  0})position,  esp(‘cially  among  those  a\Tio  wished  to  havr 

“ A church  without  a bishop, 

A state  without  a king.” 

]>ut  the  liberal  ])olicy  of  the  colhye  soon  allayed  these  ])rejudices  iu  n 
degree.  A professorship  in  diwnity,  “ according  to  the  doctrine,  disci 
])line,  and  worship  established  by  the  Abdional  Synod  of  Dort,"  wa> 
almost  immediately  established. 

College  building's  were  begun  in  ITod,  and  com])leted  in  ITOo.  They 
stood  on  the  brow  of  an  eminence  overlooking  the  Hudson  Hiver,  at 
the  foot  of  (])resent)  Park  Place,  at  Church.  Street. 

A grammar  school  was  established  in  lT<»d.  The  same  year,  on  tlu' 
1‘esigmation  of  Hr.  Johnson,  the  Pev.  Myles  Coo])er,  of  Oxford,  Ihig- 
land,  took  his  place.  Tleanwhile  the  annual  commencements  had  becii 
held  in  St.  George’s  C'hapel  in  Peekman  Street. 

In  1707  the  ])rovince  granted  the  college  twenty-four  thousand  acrts 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Palm  Champlain,  l>ut  being  within  tht‘ 
bounds  of  what  \vas  afterward  V^ermont,  this  property  was  lost. 

In  the  summer  of  1707  a medical  school  was  establislied,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Dr.  Glossy,  a learueil  tutor  of  tlie  institution  from  Dublin. 
His  views  were  warmly  seconded  by  Drs.  ]\[iddleton,  Jones,  Smith, 
Hard,  and  Tennent,  and  these  were  all  appointed  to  professorshi])S  in 
the  school. 

JVhen  the  (piarrel  between  the  Hritish  Government  and  the  American 
colonics  ^vaxed  warm,  Dr.  C<_K)])er  took  a very  active  part,  by  speech 
and  ])cn,  in  favor  of  the  crown.  The  war  of  words  was  fierce.  Tin- 
doctor  wiehh'd  a keen  blade.  II is  competitors  were  strong,  but  he  wa'^ 
Av'orsted  in  argument  by  an  nnonymous  competitor,  who  proved  to  be 
one  of  his  own  pupils,  Alexander  Hamilton,  one  of  the  youngm* 
students. 

Dr.  Cooper's  course  greatly  otbmded  the  patriots,  and  the  college 
was  regarded  as  a focus  of  Toiyism.  Finally  the  public  exasperati<ni 
culminated  in  a mob,  which  liroke  into  the  college  on  the  night  of  31ay 
10,  1775,  and  sought  his  room.  Foilunately  foi*  him,  he  Innl  lieen  fore- 
warned, and,  half  dressed,  he  escii j)ed- over  the  college  fence  and  fountl 
refuge  with  a friend  in  the  subiu'bs  of  tin'  city.  The  next  day  la- 
reaclu'd  ])ermanent  safety  on  board  the  AVz/g/zV/rr,  a Hritish  ship-of- 
war,  and  finally  sailed  for  England,  wlam  tin*  lh*v.  Hen  jamin  ^Mooi'c,  an 
ahmmus  of  the  c'ollcgt*  in  ls<>l  (afterward  bishop),  took  his  place  a^ 
])resident. 
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In  tlie  spring  of  1770  the  Committee  of  Safety  t(^ok  ])OSsession  of  the 
coHage  and  converted  it  into  a hospital  foi*  the  use  of  American  troops. 
The  })up'ils,  the  apparatus,  and  the  library  were  dis])ersed.  About  one 
hundred  students  had  been  educated  at  this  colhye  Ixd'ore  it  was  so 
violently  broken  up.  Among  the  earli(‘r  graduates  were  Robert  R. 
Living-ston,  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  4 ohn  Jay. 

From  1770  to  17S4  the  college  was  in  a state  of  sus])ended  animation. 
TJie  Avar  oA'er,  and  peace  and  iiidepemhmce  st'cim'd,  measures  were 
taken  for  its  resuscitation.  In  17S4  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Xoav 
York  iiTanted  it  a neAV  charter,  under  the  name  of  ('oluml)ia  College. 
The  regents  of  the  Univemity  of  the  State  of  Xcnv  York,  ap|)ointed  by 
the  same  act,  took  it  under  their  control.  The  ])roperty  of  the  old 
corporation  Avas  handed  OA'er  to  the  ucav  corporation.  It  started  on  its 
new  career  Avith  De  'Witt  Clinton  as  its  first  Siudent — a junior. 

Owing  to  a lack  of  funds  to  pay  the  salary  of  a ])resident,  none  Avas 
chosen  until  May,  I7S7,  Avhen  "William  Samiud  Johnsrm,  son  of  the  first 
president  of  .King's  College,  Avas  elected  to  fill  tlie  place.  “ The  scope 
of  instruction  in  the  institution  continually  Avidened,  and  in  17l)i^  facili- 
ties for  doing  so  Avere  increased  by  a grant  from  tlie  Legislature  of 
AYav  Y ork  of  about  SRCOUO  and  an  annual  a[)propriation  of  Sd75th 

In  1S14  the  Legislature  gave  to  Ck)lunil)ia  College  tAA'enty  acres  of 
land  on  Manhattan  Island,  lying  betAveen  Forty-se\a'nth  and  Fifty-lirst 
streets,  on  Fifth  AA'enue,  Avitli  appurtenances."  It  included  tAvo 
hundred  and  sixty  city  lots.  The  tract  AAms  then  knoAvii  as  the  Elgin 
Rotanic  Garden,  Avhich  liad  been  established  in  isol  l>y  Dr.  David 
Ilosack  for  tlie  u.ses  of  bis  classes  in  the  college  in  the  study  of  botany, 
he  being  one  of  the  professom  of  that  institution.  This  land  ha<l  been 
recently  con\^eyed  to  the  State  liy  Dr.  Ilosack,  and  reconveyed  to  the 
college  in  compensation  for  its  loss  of  tlie  laud  in  A'erniont.  The  gift 
Avas  oA^eiimrdened  Avith  restrictions,  Avhich  inpiosed  tla^  necessity  of 

* AVilliam  SamuelJohnson,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  first  president  of  Columbia  College, 
vras  born  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  October,  1727.  and  died  tluu'e  in  Novemlier,  ISIU. 
He  became  a distingxiished  laxvyer,  and  took  part  in  the  political  movements  that  ))re- 
ceded  the  Revolution  of  177-3-83.  He  was  a d*  legate  to  the  Stainj)  Act  Congress  at  New 
York  in  17(13,  and  was  agent  of  Connecticut  in  England  from  17(‘>()  to  1771.  He  was  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut  from  1772  to  1774.  and  a commissioner  for 
adjusting  the  controversy  between  Pennsylvania  and  the  Suscpndianna  Company.  From 
1784  to  17s7  be  was  a delegate  in  the  Continental  Congn’oss.  and  was  an  active  member 
of  the  convention  that  framed  the  National  (’onstitntion  in  the  summer  of  1787.  The 
same  year  be  was  chosen  president  of  Columbia  College,  and  lu  hl  that  ])osition  until  the 
yi'ar  iMiO.  ITesideut  Johnson  was  United  States  S»  imtor  from  17M'  to  I7hl,  and  was 
one  of  the  authors  of  the  bill  for  establishing  the  judiciary  system  of  the  Unitid  Stales. 
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kec})ing  up  tlie  garden  ns  a scientific  educator,  and  the  removal  of  ih,- 
college  establishment,  within  twelve  years,  to  these  grounds  oi-  tIk 
vicinity.  Xon-compliance  with  these  ])rovisions  Avould  cause  a foi-hP.. 
ure  of  the  pro})erty,  when  it  would  revert  to  the  State. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  that  time  was  s7r),nno. 
but  tiie  conditions  made  it  a pecuniary  burden  instead  of  a s(.)urce  of 
income.  Efforts  were  made  to  have  these  restrictions  removed,  and  in 
1819  their  removal  was  accom])lished. 

About  18e()  Columbia  College  for  the  first  time  had  its  chairs  fillnil 
with  its  own  alumni.  It  struggled  on,  under  the  disabilities  of  povim  v 
and  pecuniary  embarrassments,  for  a quarter  of  a century  longer,  l)iir 
still  with  hope,  for  its  properly  both  on  the  college  site  and  the  Botani- 
Garden  Avas  increasing  amazingly  in  A'alue.  “ 

The  semi-centennial  aiiuivei’sary  of  the  reorganization  of  Columl)ia 
College  was  reached  in  18M7,  and  Avas  celebrated  Avith  much  parade  and 
solemnity  on  the  loth  of  April.  An  imposing  procession  Avas  formed 
at  the  college,  composed  of  the  trustees,  the  ])resident,  ])i'ofessors, 
tutors,  alumni,  and  studeiits,  (lergymen,  public  officers,  and  dignitaihs 
from  other  seats  of  learning  in  the  Republic.  This  procession  Avas 
formed  on  the  college  green  and  ])roceeded  to  St.  John’s  Cha])el,  Avhere 
the  Rev.  iManton  Eastl)urn  ])i*onounced  an  oration,  in  Avhich  he  brieil\' 
reAuewed  the  liistory  of  the  institution.  A poem  Avas  recited,  and  odes 
in  several  languages,  ctuu])osed  and  arranged  to  music  for  the  occasion. 
Avere  sung.  The  |)resident  (William  A.  Dueib  conferred  the  honorary 
degree  of  ^^faster  of  Arts  upon  Cliarles  Fenno  Hoffman,  W’^illiam  Cullen 
Bryant,  and  Fitz-Greene  Halleck  ; of  Doctor  of  Luavs  on  John  Dinn*, 
David  B.  Ogderu  and  George  Griffin,  and  Doctor  of  Divinity  on 
seA’eral  ]Arominent  clergymen. 

In  the  eA'ening  tlie  president  gaA'e  a rece])tion  at  the  college,  Avhich 
AA*as  brilliantly  illumiiiated,  and  aaois  profusely  decorated  Avith  paintings 
loaned  for  the  occasion,  and  ]*are  plants  from  Aouhnis  conservatoih's. 
It  Avas  one  of  th(‘  most  striking  fct(‘s  Xcav  York  liad  eA^er  beheld. 

* The  earliest  detailoit  stattMuont  of  the  tiuanciiil  coiiditioii  of  the  college,  after  the 
year  ISUO,  aj)pears  in  the  minutes  of  the  trustees  in  ISOu,  when,  from  leases  of  a porli<'n 
of  the  Church  Farm  given  to  the  college,  it  derived  an  income  of  about  .sl-iOO  ; also 
from  benefactions  about  .stO(H).  also  from  tuition  fees  about  sOOOO,  making  an  annual 
revenue  of  little  more  than  ,S:1 1,000.  Its  income  met  the  expenses  until  ls21,  when.  V(  ar 
after  year,  there  avus  a deficit  of  several  hundred  dollars,  which  produced  an  accumulating 
debt.  Assessments  for  opening  and  regulating  new  streets  became  an  added  bunbui  of 
expense,  Avhich.  Avith  t;ixes,  amounted  to  StOOO  in  iSd-l.  The  Legislature  refused  t ' 
remit  taxes  on  the  piMperty,  aTid  for  several  years  the  college  Avas  a sull'erer  from  the 
increase  in  value  at  its  own  property. 
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In  lsr)T  the  requirements  of  business  caused  the  I'emoval  of  the  college 
f.,  domain  on  ^ladison  Avenue,  where  it  occupies  a block  bounded 
.Madison  and  Fourth  avenues,  between  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth 
-uv'ets.  The  old  eddices  on  the  “ Church  Farm”  were  demoli.sh(Ml,  and 
liicir  site  and  the  College  Green  are  now  occupied  by  streets  and 
lii.ianilicent  warehouses. 

The  debt  of  the  college  had  increased  to  more  than  s2:hooo  at  the 
i!!ne  of  the  removal,  but  by  the  sale  of  its  property  in  the  lower  [>art 
..f  the  city  and  sixteen  lots  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  all  of  which  had 
risen  enormously  in  value,  it  rapidly  reduced  the  debt,  not^vithstand- 
ing  its  greatly  increased  expenditures  in  money  and  the  establishment 
of  new  departments.  In  1SG3,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years,  its 
income  was  more  than  its  expenses,  and  in  1S72  the  institution  was 
entirely  free  from  debt.  President  Barnard  justly  says  ; 

If,  therefore,  our  college  is  to  be  called  to  answer  at  the  bar  of 
|ml)lic  opinion  for  the  irse  she  has  made  of  the  means  at  her  command 
m advancing  the  higher  education,  it  may  fairly  be  claimed  on  her  be- 
half that  tlie  inquiry  should  not  extend  l^eyond  the  last  fifteen  years. 
But  within  that  period  she  may  confidently  challenge  any  institution  of 
similar  character,  of  tliis  country  or  any  other,  to  show  a more  honor- 
aide  record.” 

In  ISGO  an  arrangement  was  made  by  which  tlie  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  the  City  of  Xew  York  (wliich  had  bc(m  incor[)o- 
rated  with  the  jfedica!  School  of  Columbia  College  in  1S13)  was  ado[)ted 
as  the  medical  de]')artnient  of  the  latter  institution. 

Early  in  ISGG  iUr.  Thomas  Egleston,  Jr.,  pro])osed  a plan  for  the 
establishment  of  a school  of  mines  and  metallurgy  in  coniu'ction  with 
the  college.  It  was  adopted  Ipv  the  trustees,  and  the  school  went  into 
o[)eration  in  ISiU.  Yr.  Egleston  was  ap[)ointed  professor  of  mineralogy 
and  metallurgy,  and  General  Francis  L.  Yinton  ])rofehsor  of  mining 
engineering.  To  these  professoi*shi])s  was  added  a chair  of  analytical 
and  ajqdied  chemistry,  which  was  filled  Ipv  Professor  C.  F.  ('handler. 
This  department  is  a mo.st  im])ortant  addition  to  the  educational  facili- 
ti('s  offered  by  Cohnnbia  College. f 

President  Charles  King  having  resigned  earlv  in  1SG4,  the  Itev. 
Frederick  A.  P.  Barnard,  S.T.D.,  was  choseii  to  fill  his  place.  Di*. 
Barnard  has  performed  the  diflicult  functioiis  of  that  exalted  otlice  with 
signal  fidelity  and  ability  for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  has  had  the 

* rrosidoiit  Itu-nunl’s  Annn:il  Report  inado  to  tbo  Trustees, ” 'May  1,  1HS2. 
t See  “A  ITistorieal  Sketeh  Columbia  (’olleeus  ITS t-bsTd."  l)v  rrot'essor  J.  II. 
Van  .'Viiiriuge,  prepared  at  the  reciuest  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Education. 
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supreme  satisfaction  of  seeini>’  the  iiislitutioii  grow  continually  wit 
unwonted  and  increasing  vigor,  displaying  under  Ids  wise  and  cliicifr,* 
administration  strength  and  beauty  in  every  part  of  its  economy.  "' 

Frederick  Augustas  Porter  F)nrnard,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  S.T.D.,  was  born  in  Sh.-iVi.-l  i 
Mass.,  May  o,  1S09.  He  is  a lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of  Frau  ■. 
Barnard,  of  Coventry,  Warwickshire,  England,  who  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1» 
and  afterward  settled  tir.st  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  then  at  Hadley,  Ma.ss.  His  mo»i,.  : 
was  descended  in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Porter,  of  Warwickshire,  who  cun,, 
to  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Ki'Jd,  and  was  a descendant  in  the  sixteenth  generation 
William  de  la  Grande,  a knight  who  followed  William  the  Conqueror  from  Xormamiy 
into  England  in  HOC.  His  son  was  qrande  porteur  to  Henry  I.  (1P20— 10),  from  wlii.-!; 
circumstance  he  received  the  name  of  Porter,  afterward  borne  by  his  family. 

President  Barnard's  father  was  Robert  Foster  Barnard,  of  Sheiiield,  Mass.,  a lawyer  .c' 
repute  and  several  times  State  Senator.  His  mother  was  Augusta,  daughter  of  l)r. 
Joshua  Porter,  of  Salisbury,  Conn. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  Frederick  began  the  study  of  Latin.  He  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  fifteen,  and  entered  Yale  in  182-i.  At  nineteen  he  graduated  second  in  the  hon  *r 
list.  Early  in  his  college  course  ho  was  distinguished,  esipecially  in  the  pure  mathemat- 
ics and  exact  sciences,  in  which,  before  the  close  of  his  sophomore  year,  lie  was  tin- 
recognized  leader  of  the  whole  school. 

On  his  graduation  young  Barnard  became  an  instructor  in  a Hartford  grammar  school, 
where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  John  G.  Whittier,  the  poet,  which  ripened  into 
warm  friendship  that  has  c<,'.utinued  uiuihated  for  half  a century. 

In  1830  IMr.  Barnard  became  a tutor  in  Yale  College,  but  menaces  of  failing  health 
caused  him  soon  to  resign.  The  next  year  he  was  an  instructor  in  the  Deaf  and  Duiul-. 
Asylum  at  Harttord,  and  in  1832  htdd  the  same  position  in  the  New  York  Institution  tor 
the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  under  the  late  Dr.  Harvey  P.  Peet.  While  in  th'.> 
institution  he  prepared  and  published  a volume  etubodying  the  results  of  his  experic-n<-o 
in  teaching  language,  entitled  '•  Analytical  Grammar,  with  Symbolic  Illustrations.”  H< 
also  rendered  impeu-tant  service  to  ilr.  Peet  in  the  preparation  of  the  annual  reports. 

In  1837  Mr.  Barnard  accepted  an  in\  itation  to  the  chair  of  matlicmatics  and  natum! 
philosophy  in  the  University  of  Alal-ama,  at  Tuscaloosa.  That  position  he  occupied 
twelve  year.s,  when  ho  was  tl■an^.ferl•e<l  to  the  chair  of  chemistry  and  natural  history  in 
the  same  institution.  During  his  connection  with  the  university  he  built  an  astronomi- 
cal observatory  for  the  institution,  contributed  frequently  to  the  Anierlrmi  Jourwil  < /' 
Srience  and  literary  periotlicals,  and  for  several  year.s  had  the  editorial  management 
(anonymously)  of  a weekly  political  newspaper  published  at  Tuscaloosa. 

In  1843  the  governor  of  Alabaimi  appointed  Professor  Barnard  astronomer  on  the  jmri 
of  that  State  to  assist  in  determining  the  true  boundary  line  between  Alabama  and 
Florida.  Each  State  appointed  one  commissioner  and  an  astronomical  adviser,  d'hc 
astronomer  appointed  by  Florida  failed  to  apjiear,  and  Professor  Barnard  was  enqilcyed 
by  both  States.  His  report,  submitted  to  the  Eegislatures  of  the  respective  States,  was 
regarded  as  conclusive,  and  settled  the  loTig-})oudiiig  boundary  controversy. 

During  tlie  excitement  which  followed  the  war  witli  ^Icxieo,  when,  in  Alaliama  and 
elsewhere  in  the  South,  a strong  desire  for  a dissolution  of  the  Union  w.is  excitetl  b>’ 
demagogues,  and  with  so  much  violence  that  Uniiui  men  dared  not  speak  above  a whi<p'  r 
in  some  phu*cs.  Prob'ssftr  B;iruard  was  invited  by  citi/.ciis  of  Tus(;aIoosa  to  dcliv<  r an 
oration  on  the  4th  of  July.  He  accepted  the  invitati->n,  with  the  understaiuiing  that 
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(n  the  year  1S07  the  whole  number  of  students  matriculated  at 
< •nlmubia  Colk\^-e  (the  School  of  Arts,  the  ScIkjoI  of  .Mines,  and  the 

freely  speak  on  the  burning  question  of  the  day.  Pie  did  so  with  a Pjoldne.ss  and 
with  logic  which  silenced  the  disunion ist.s.  The  speech  was  published  and  widely 
oirc-ulated,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  instruments  in  allaying  the  disunion  craze  in  that 
region  for  years.  His  many  public  addresses  on  other  topics— art  culture,  varied  indus- 
tries, railroads,  and  other  subjects  of  moment— created  now  social  aspirations  in  that 
region,  which  led  to  permanent  beneficial  results. 

In  1854  Professor  Barnard  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  chair  of  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy  in  the  University  of  Mississippi,  and  he  was  the  chief  instrument  in 
tinally  securing  to  that  institution  the  benefits  of  a national  endowment  fund,  of  which 
it  had  been  for  many  years  deprived  by  neglect. 

While  Professor  Barnard  was  attending  a meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
.Advancement  of  Science  at  Albany,  in  the  summer  of  ISoti,  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  University  of  Mississipj)!,  a title  which  was  changed  to  chancellor  in  185S.  He  at 
once  inaugurated  measures  for  the  moral  and  educational  reform  of  the  institution.  This 
movement  was  in  succe.ssful  progress  when  the  late  civil  war  broke  out  in  ISGl,  The 
university  was  soon  afterward  broken  up,  and  Chancellor  Barnard  resigned  his  office. 
On  his  departure  the  board  of  trustees  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  title  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  he  having  taken  orders  in  the  I’rotestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  had  received 
the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  from  his  nlmci  mater,  Yale  College,  in  1851). 

Dr.  Barnai’d  was  refused  a passport  to  his  native  State,  and  with  his  wife  he  remained 
a long  time  in  Norfolk  watching  an  opportunity  for  escape.  When  General  Wool  took 
that  city  in  18G2,  they  went  to  Washington,  where  they  were  cordially  received  by  Presi- 
dent  Lincoln  at  a full  cabinet  meeting.  Professor  Barnard  was  soon  afterward  appoint- 
ed director  of  the  map  and  chart  department  of  the  Coast  Survey,  the  chief  business  of 
which  then  was  the  preparation  of  war  maps"  almost  daily. 

In  May,  1804,  Dr.  Barnard  was  elected  president  of  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  was  inaugurated  with  much  ceremony  at  the  beginning  of  the  college 
year  in  September  following.  In  his  admirable  inaugural  address  Presi<h'nt  Barnard 
made  valuable  suggestions  of  improvements  in  the  educational  policy  of  the  institution. 
In  that  direction  he  has  hibored  incessantly,  with  the  most  satisfactory  ivsults  ; and 
to-day  he  stands  in  the  foremost  rank  of  educators  as  a reformer  of  .systems  of  learning, 
and  as  a champion  for  the  higher  education  of  women.  Has  ke]>t  constantly  in  view  tlie 
idea  of  making  Columbia  College  a true  university.  The  condition  of  the  institution 
now  is  the  best  commentary  on  the  wise  and  efficient  laViors  of  Pivsideiit  Barnard  in  its 
behalf.  Its  School  of  IMincs  is  his  otfspring. 

During  his  administration  for  nineteen  years  President  Barnar<l  has  been  conspicuous 
in  labors  in  scientific  fields  outside  of  Columbia  College.  He  was  one  of  tlie  tifty  incorpo- 
rators of  the  National  .\cademy  of  Sciences,  and  succeeded  .Agassiz,  as  its  foreign  secre- 
tary. He  was  one  of  the  ten  United  States  commissioners  to  the  Paris  Kxjmsition  in 
18(;7,  and  made  an  exhaustive  report  on  the  ^Machinery  and  Processes  of  he  Industrial 
-Arts  and  the  Apparatus  of  the  Exact  Sciences.  President  Barnard  visited  Euro2’*e  .several 
tiiues  afterward. 

Ih*esident  Barnard  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  subject  of  tbo  metric  system  of 
weights,  measures,  and  moneys.  At  the  request  of  Professor  Henry  and  other  eminent 
scientists,  he  called  a meeting  of  gentlemen  interested  in  international  que.stions,  for  the 
pmpose  of  fnnniiig  an  organ iz.it ion  to  juomote  the  unification  of  tlie  \aifious  discordant 
natiomd  sy .stems  of  weights,  measures,  and  moneys.  An  association  was  formed  at  Colum- 
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School  of  Law — estahlished  in  was  five  hundred  and  inupic.  • 

Ttie  number  of  inatrieiilates  in  the  three  departments  in  tin*  w - 
endinf^  in  May,  ISsih  was  one  ttiousand  aiid  fifty-four — an  incrt'a.M- 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ])er  cent. 

The  general  college  library  contains  more  than  twenty  tlioiuai.  ; 
volumes.  The  total  number  of  volumes  in  all  the  libraries  of  the  in>! 
tution  is  about  fifty  thousand,  nearly  all  selected  in  reference  to  in- 
wants  of  the  various  ]n-ofessoi\s. 

Columbia  College  has  in  all  its  faculties,  including  the  presidfMit. 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  jirofessors,  instructors,  and  assi>i. 
ants,  and  the  total  numlier  of  students  in  all  the  scliools  averages  tullv 
fifteen  hundred. 

At  the  beginning  of  lSs->  Columbia  College  had  incurred  a dclit,  ii! 
the  construction  of  buildings  on  the  Botanic  (darden  [the  .squar*- 
bounded  by  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth  streets  and  Madison  and  F<jurih 


bia  College  for  tbis  piirpose  in  1S73,  called  tbe  American  Metrological  Society,  of  hich 
Dr.  Barnard  bas  been  president  until  no^v  (1883). 

Dr.  Barnard  was  tbe  editor-in-ebief  of  ” Johnson’s  Cyclopmdia,  ” to  which  be  contrib- 
uted several  original  articles.  He  is  an  honorary  member  of  scieiitiiic  and  literary  socu- 
ties  at  home  and  abroad.  In  1817  be  married  Margaret  McMurray,  daughter  of  Riilu  rf 
McMurray,  Esq.  (originally  of  Cumberlani.l,  England),  his  true  wife  and  lo\ing  belpncu 
for  thirty  six  years.  She  bas  resided  in  tbis  country  since  her  infancy.  •'  To  the 
encouragement  derived  from  her  good  .sense,  energy,  and  sanguine  temperament, " la  r 
husband  wrote  to  t!ie  author  of  tbis  work.  “ I am  largely  indebted  for  whatever  succt\'-> 
may  have  attended  me  in  life.” 

The  Sch(M)l  oj-  Arts  is  tbe  nucleus  of  tbe  college,  around  which  tbe  other  schools  havv 
grown.  The  course  of  instruction  embraces  the  branches  that  are  commonly  understoo  1 
under  the  title  of  “ a classical  education.” 

1 lie  ^nJiool  (>t  Mines  constitutes  the  scientific  deyiartment  of  the  college,  and  is  divided 
into  five  parallel  courses  of  iiiining  engineering,  civil  engineering,  metallurgy,  geoleijy. 
and  natural  history  ; .also  analy  tical  and  apyJied  chemistry.  The  course  occiques  four 
years. 

The  Law  School  until  recently  was  located  in  a building  at  the  corner  of  Lafayette 
Place  and  Great  Jones  Street.  The  course  occupies  two  years.’ 

There  is  also  a School  of  PoUilcnl  Scic-nre,  o})ene<l  in  October,  1880,  and  de.signcd  to  giv 
a complete  general  view  of  all  the  subjects,  both  of  external  and  internal  public  p-dicy. 
from  the  threefold  stand}>oint  of  history,  law,  and  philosop/hv.  The  full  course  of  in- 
struction occu])ics  three  years.  On  tlie  satisfactory  completion  of  one  y\  ar  the  dtgic- 
of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  is  conferred  ; on  the  satisfactory  com])h-tion  of  three  years, 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  is  conferred. 

Columbia  has  also  a grammar  school,  coeval  with  the  college  from  its  beginning 
King's  College. 

' The  rnculty  of  the  School  i-  o('n’|)Osc><l  of  the  jire-uleTit  of  Ci)'.uinb;a  rollcco  ami  ico  i ro(c->  ' - 
Proiilcnt  barnar.l  i-  no'-jgenl:  of  the  Law  School  ; Kobert  Seiiftner,  l.L.l!  . is  >oi;retai y,  aial  llori>'  rl  V.‘. 
Grimlal.  U.S.,  ihrarian. 
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avoiuics),  of  over  8100,000,  und  vdll  rcacli  nearly  8‘>00,00f)  ])y  Se])tem- 
!hm-,  ISSd.  Its  incoiiie,  however,  is  nearly  81* h Diore  tliaii  its  ordi- 
naiy  expenses,  and  this  is  continually  increasiny^  The  trustees  desire 
lo  ndse  the  institution  to  the  dignity  of  a llrst-elass  university.  On 
April  3,  ISSo,  they  gave  to  the  })uhlic  a detailed  stateiueiit  of  the 
hiiancial  affairs  of  the  college,  and  declared  that  it  needed  an  endow- 
iii(‘nt  of  81,000,000  to  accomplish  the  great  object  of  their  desire.  The 
people  of  the  great  city  of  cTnv  York  will  furnish  this  sum. 

Among  the  existing  literary  associations  of  the  city,  Ti[e  Xew  Youk 
Society  Libkaey  is  the  oldest.  It  was  founded  in  1701.  The  germ  of 
the  society  may  be  found  in  a small  collection  of  books  called  The 
(Ijrporation  Library,”  founded  during  the  administration  of  the  Earl 
of  Lellomont,  in  the  year  ITOo.  It  constantly  incr(xised  in  size  and 
importance  until  the  year  1720,  when  it  received  a lai'ge  accession  from 
Englaiul. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  iMiilingtoii,  rector  of  Xewington,  England,  bcMpieathed 
over  iOuO  volumes  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts.  The  secretary  of  that  society,  in  a letter  dated  Sep- 
tember 23,  172S,  informed  John  ^Montgomerie,  then  -governor  of  the 
Province  of  Xew  York,  that  the  Propagation  Society  intended  to  ])lace 
the  one  thousand  volumes  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  as  a library  for  the 
” use  of  the  clergy  and  gentlemen*’  of  the  provinces  of  Yew  YoiL,  A7ew 
Jersety  Pennsylvania,  and  Connecticut,  and  ivpuested  the  governor  to 
1‘ecommcnd  the  Assembly  to  provide  a suitable  ])lace  for  the  dc})osit 
and  ])reservation  of  tliose  books,  and  others  that  might  be  added  to 
them.  Tlie  Assembly  made  such  provision  in  1721).  They  were  pkiced 
in  the  custody  of  the  cor[)oration  of  the  city. 

Tlie  greater  portion  of  these  books  were  on  th<a)]ogic:d  subjivts,  tlio 
choicest  reading  of  that  day,  and  the  sending  of  those  boolcs  to  the  city 
for  such  a purpose  was  acknowledged  ^vith  gratitude  as  a gi’acious  and 
generous  act. 

In  1754-  a number  of  gentlemen,  of  the  city  i-es<.)lved  to  estLiblish  a 
jaiblic  library.  Sul)Scriptions  for  tlie  purpose*  were  solicited,  and  veiy 
soon  the  sum  of  8l25o  was  sul/scribed,  with  which  sevt‘u  liundn'd  vol- 
umes were  purchased.  They  were  all  new  books,  and  moi’c  miscelhine- 
ous  in  tlieir  character.  An  association  calk'd  the  Yew  5'ork  Society 
IJi>mry  was  formed.  The  price  of  a sliare  was  812.50,  and  aii  annual 
fee  (,>f  8 L 5b  Avas  re(juired  of  eacli  sliarehohh'r.  The  new  books  were 
d('posited  with  the  volumes  of  the  Corporation  Library  and  the  books 
received  fi'om  England.  The  collection  was  then  known  as  “ The  City 
I Jbrary.  ’’ 
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On  Xovember  25,  1772,  GoveiTioi*  William  Try  on  granted  the  asso- 
ciation an  act  of  incor})oration,  under  the  title  of  The  Trustees  of  tin- 
Xew  York  Society  Libi’ai’v.  The  charter  confirmed  tlie  terms  of  luem- 
bei'shi])  already  detei’mined  <)n  by  the  founders  of  the  s<3ciety,  and  the 
care  of  the  institution  was  intrusted  to  twelve  trustees,  annually 
elected.  It  was  em])owered  t(.)  hold  property  not  to  exceed,  in  yeaily 
value,  sl-lno,  and  to  erect  a building  to  be  known  as  The  Xew  Yoi-k 
Society  Liljrary.  ” 

This  institution  Avas  flourishing  ; the  number  of  its  books  was 
rapidly  incaxxising,  Ify  (lonations  and  otlierwise,  Avhen  the  Avar  for  inde- 
])endence  broke  out,  in  1775.  Duringthe  seA'en  or  eight  years  that  the 
Avar  raged  (a  large  portion  of  that  ])eriod  the  city  of  XeAv  York  Avas 
occupied  by  llritish  troops)  the  principal  part  of  the  books  Avere  scat- 
tered and  destroyed. 

The  operations  of  the  library  Avere  resumed  in  17SS,  A\dien  the  stock- 
liolders  elected  a board  of  trustees,"  and  it  Avas  ever  afterward  a kindly 
fostered  and  cherished  institution  of  the  city.  The  Legislature  con- 
firmed its  charter  in  17Sl>.  Tlie  library  Avas  deposited  in  the  City  Hall, 
and  there  it  remaine<l  until  1 705,  aaTicu  its  growing  importance  de- 
manded more  extensi\^e  accommodations. 

Xevr  York  City  having  been  the  seat  of  the  Xational  GoA^ernment 
during  the  earlier  years  of  its  existence  under  ,,jth^?  X^ational  Constitu- 
tion, and  its  .sessions  being  held  in  the  City  Hall  in  AYall  Street,  the 
Society  Library  Avas  for  a while  the  library  of  C'ongress. 

Additional  subscribers  having  been  obtaineil,  land  Avas  purchased  in 
Xassau  street  (a  part  of  Joseph  AYinter’s  garden),  betAveen  Cedar  and 
Liberty  streets,  opposite  the  Aliddle  Dutch  Church  (late  the  City  Lost- 
Office).  Thei‘e  a substantial  brick  Imilding  Avas  erected,  and  the  second 
story  AA'as  fitted  up  for  tlie  use  of  the  library.  It  Avas  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  edifices  in  the  city  at  that  day.  and  to  it  the  library  AA'as 
remoA'etl  in  17J5.  Them  it  continued  until  ISthl,  AA'hen  the  incmasine: 
commerce  of  the  city  compelled  the  trustees  to  seek  another  situation. 
The  property  in  Xassau  StreiT  Avas  sold,  a lot  was  purchased  on  IlriAad- 
way,  corner  of  Leonard  Street,  and  Avhile  a building  Avas  being  emeted 
on  it  the  library  occupied  the  rooms  of  the  Alechanics’  Society  in 
Chambem  Street. 

In  IS40  the  building  on  Broadway  Avas  finished,  and  tlie  library  Avas 

■*  The  follo\vinf;'  gentlemen  were  chosen  trustees  : Robert  R.  Livingston,  Rolmrt 
AVatts,  r>rock]i(’)lst  Ihvinoston.  .Samuel  Jones,  AValter  Rutherford,  ALitthew  Clarkson, 
Peter  Kt  ttvltas,  SamU'.-l  Lard,  llugii  Gaine,  Ll.uiicd  C.  Vi.rplauck,  Edward  Griswold, 
Henry  Remsen. 
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iv.moved  to  it.  Thirteen  years  later  tliis  })ro]icrty  Avas  sohl,  and  tlu' 
lihrarv  occu[)i('d  i-oouis  in  tlie  Bible  House,  at  Eighth  Street  and  Eourtii 
Avenue.  The  lot  on  which  the  building  it  now  occiniies  stands,  in 
bniversity  was  purchased,  and  the  edifice  erected  upon  it  was 

(•oni])leted  in  the  spring  of  1S5().  The  library  lirst  occu})ied  it  in  -May 
of  that  year. 

The  iirst  cutnlogue . issued  after  its  I'emoval,  printed  in  17*32,  showed 
that  the  library  then  contained  about  five  thousand  volunies.  In 
bsl3  tlie  nuinbi'r  was  thirteen  thousand,  and  in  ls:jo  nearly  twenty 
thousand,  it  has  received  from  time  to  time  valuable  donations  of 
books  and  lilieral  bequests  of  money.  The  largest  gift  the  library  ever 
received  \vas  that  of  Mrs.  Sarah  II.  (Ireen,  from  the  estate  of  her  de- 
(‘cased  husband,  lohn  C.  Green.  The  amount  was  S.lojMio.  It  was 
])resented  in  l ^siq  with  a stipulation  that  the  income  from  the  fund 
should  be  used  foi*  the  })urchase  of  books,  one  half  for  costly  illustrated 
works  foi*  th(^  dolm  C.  Green  rdcove,’’  and  ona  half  for  works  for 
circulation.  This  alcove  of  books  had  its  origin  in  a mnnilicent  gift  of 
the  late  John  ('.  Green,  of  the  city  of  New  York.  A siiecial  attendant 
has  charge  of  that  alcove,  so  that  its  treasures  may  always  be  open  for 
inspection.  The  income  from  ground  rent  of  pro[)erty  owned  liy  the 
society  in  Chatham  Street  is  set  apart  as  the  income  of  the  John  C. 
Green  Fund.’’ 

The  library  now  contains  about  eighty  thousand  volumes.  Its  shares 
(with  annual  dmss  commuted)  are  S15U  each,  or  by  ])ayment  of  SIO  a 
year,  S25.  J'Ikm-o  is  a reading-room  connected  with  the  libraiy,  o]ien 
for  the  use  of  shareholders,  and  of  strangers  for  one  nitaitli  when  intro- 
duced by  a iiKMiibf'r.  Xon-members  are  allowed  to  consult  the  books 
by  the  payment  of  twenty-tive  cents  each  time.  The  society  lias  no 
debts. 

One  of  the  old(‘st  associations  in  the  city  of  .Xew  York,  yet  in  ])ros- 
perous  and  usdhl  ojieration,  is  Tiin  Genkuai.  Soeiinv  (*e  Mecuaxios 
AND  Tuades.mkn.  It  luis  cortaiidy  bi'en  in  existence  sinc(‘  IT.'^I. 

The  lirst  ims'tings  of  the  society  of  which  any  records  exist  wer(‘ 
h(dd  at  the  liousi'  of  AValter  Ilyer,  in  Xovember,  in  King’s  Street, 

now  Piiie  Stixad.  In  1SD2  the  society  bought  a lot  (size  2(5, (M>  by  *JS.3 
feet)  at  the  coriu'r  of  (jwesent)  Park  Place  and  Broadwa\,  yet  in  its 
])ossession,  for  the  sum  of  Sd;>25.  The  next  year  they  erected  a build- 
inf»*  on  the  lot  at  a cost  of  about  s23,(H>0,  making  the  whole  cost  n little 

* The  offu‘(‘vs  of  till'  society  in  1SS3  Avert'  : lioln  rt  Leiiox  Kennedy,  ])r.:sitlent  ; Kdwanl 
Seliell,  treas'art'r  ; .)o!m  M.  Knox,  seerelary  ; Weutwtnaii  S.  ihith-r,  librariou. 
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more  than  ,$20,000.  Tiie  premise.s  now  rent  for  more  than  $24,000  a 
year. 

In  1702  a charter  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  and  has  been 
renewed  from  time  to  time.  It  was  amended  in  1821,  to  allow  of  tlu^ 
establishment  of  a school  for  the  free  education  of  the  children  of  poor 
or  deceased  members,  and  a li})rarv  for  the  use  of  apprentices.  An 
amendment  in  1833  provided  for  the  setting  apart  of  certain  receipts 
as  sacred  to  the  ])urpose  of  disseminating  literarv  and  scientific  knowl- 
edge. Another  amendment  in  1842  allowed  its  then  free  school  to  be- 
come a pay  school  for  those  who  could  afford  to  pay,  and  to  allow  tlu‘ 
establishment  of  a se])arate  fund  for  the  suj^port  of  the  Apprentices' 
Librarv  and  I leading- Looms. 

The  Api'rextices’  Librauv  was  established  in  182o.  It  then  con- 
sisted of  eight  hundred  volumes,  most  of  which  had  been  contributed 
by  members  of  the  General  Society  and  ])ldlanthropic  citizens.  The 
library  at  first  was  only  open  in  the  evening,  the  books  being  handed 
out  to  the  readers  by  members  of  a committee.  It  maintained  a feelde 
existence  for  many  years.  In  1S5()  it  contained  about  fouiteen  thou- 
sand volumes. 

The  vast  increase  in  the  value  of  the  real  estate  of  tlie  General 
vSociety  of  ^Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  so  enlarged  its  income  that  for 
many  years  it  has  been  enabled  to  strengthen  every  department  of  its 
work,  especially  the  A})pi*entices’  Librarv.  From  Benjamin  Demilt 
the  librarv  received  a becpiest  of  $75(»0,  besides  his  private  librarv,  a 
very  valuable  collection  of  standard  works.  Pierre  Lorillard  also  be- 
queathed to  the  library  fund  $5noo,  which  was  entirely  devoted  to  the 
])urchase  of  books.  On  the  lirst  of  January,  1883,  the  Apj^rentices' 
labrary  contained  sixty-live  tiiousand  volumes,  of  which  more  than 
forty  thousand  are  works  of  a standard  character. 

In  1832  the  society  boiurht  a lot  with  a,  high  school  building  on  it  in 
Crosby  Street,  where  it  had  its  headipiarto’s  until  the  completion,  in 
1878.  of  its  present  commedions  four-storied  budding  at  Xos.  Id  and 
18  East  Sixteenth  Street.  In  1^^53  the  association  estimated  the  value 
of  its  possessions  at  about  $7<>,ooo  above  all  its  debts  ; owing  to  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  value  of  its  I'eal  estate,  the  estimated  value  of 
its  possessions  in  1883  ^vas  about  $780,000.  It  has  sixtv-eight  ])onsion- 
em— nine  membei’s,  fifty-live  widows,  and  four  children.  During  oiu' 
Yi'ar  ( 1 881-82)  the  total  number  of  books  drawn  from  the  librarv  was 
Id3,43d).  Tlu^  nundjer  of  visitors  to  the  reading-room  during  the  sanu' 
time  was  3d,ooo. 

The  Geiu'ral  Suciety  of  Mechanics  and  Ti'a.desmeu  is  a most  remark- 
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example  of  the  financial  success  in  the  mana;[^einent  of  an  institu- 
tion, while  all  its  laudable  purposes  were  carried  out  with  vigor  and 
jidolity.-^ 

* The  officers  of  the  society  in  1SS3  were  : Daniel  Herbert,  president  ; .John  II.  Rogers 
iind  John  H.  Waydell,  vice-presidents  ; James  G.  Burnet,  treasurer  ; Thomas  Earle, 
.secretary,  and  James  Woolley,  collector. 
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CHAPTER  YII. 


HE  Hew  Yoiik  IIi>tokical  Society  is  one  of  tlie  most  remarlrablo 


as  well  as  useful  institutions  in  the  city  of  Hew  York.  It  had 
just  started  on  a ])rosperous  career,  after  years  of  struggle,  at  tlie  tini(‘ 
we  are  considering  (about  It  had  recently  cleared  itself  of 

debt,  and  was  working  vigorously  in  the  cause  to  which  it  was  devoted, 
namely,  the  collection  and  preservation  of  whatever  might  relate  to  lln' 
natural,  civil,  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general, 
and  especially  to  that  of  the  rightfully  called  Empire  State  of  tlie  Pepub- 
lic.  This  happy  state  of  alfairs  had  been  brouglit  about  largely  by  tlie 
exertions  of  Frederic  de  Pevster,  who  was  one  of  its  most  active  and 
devoted  members  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  who  with  the  aid 
of  Governor  I)e  AVitt  Clinton  Iiad  procured  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  a grant  of  s.jlioO  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  struggling  association. 

The  Historical  Society  clearly  owes  its  conception  to  the  active  mind 
and  energetic  cliaracter  of  John  Pintard,  a Hew  Yorker  liy  birth,  of 
Huguenot  descent.  He  was  a graduate  of  the  College  of  Yew  Jersey, 
at  Princeton,  where  he  \vas  a favorite  of  President  AYitherspoon  ; had 
a wide  circle  of  learned  friends  in  his  own  State  and  other  common- 
wealths, and  Avas  not  only  familiar  Avith  classical  and  elegant  literature, 
but  by  the  means  of  a natural  enthusiasm  in  the  acTjuirenient  of  knowl- 
edge and  a most  retentive  memory,  he  aatis  ])ossessed  of  a kirge  fund  of 
Iiistorical  and  geogra])hical  infoirnation.  Of  Air.  Pintard  Dr.  John 
AC.  Francis  wrote  : 

“He  was  Amrscsl  in  th(T)l(ggical  and  polemical  divinity,  and  in  the 
]>rogress  of  (‘hureh  affairs  among  us  ever  a devoted  disci[)le.  A'oii  could 
.scarcely  a] iproach  him  without  having  something  of  Dr.  Johnson  thiaisi 
upon  you.  There  Aven‘  periods  in  his  life  in  Avhich  he  gave  every 
una(ipropriated  monumt  to  pldlohAgieid  iiujuiry,  and  it  Avas  curious  to 
see  him  ransaekdng  his  formidable  pile  of  dictionaries  for  radicals  and 
synonyms,  Avith  an  eaiaiestiu'ss  that  Avouldliave  done  honor  to  the  most 
eminent  student  in  tlu‘  republic  of  letters.*’  Again  : Ever\"body 

eonsuhtai  1dm  fur  information  touching  this  State's  transactions,  am! 
the  multifai’ious  occurrences  of  this  city,  Avhich  haA'e  marked  its 
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|,n>Lrress  since  our  Ee\T>lut ionary  strii^i'-gie.  Persons  and  tilings,  indi- 
\idualities  and  corporations,  literary,  biograpliical,  ecclesiastical,  and 
hi.'^lorical  circimistances,  niunici})al  and  legislative  enactments,  internal 
and  external  commerce — all  these  were  })romineiit  among  tln‘  number  ; 
and  his  general  accuracy  as  to  persons  and  dates  made  him  a living 
limnology.” 

Such  were  salient  points  in  the  character  of  the  man  who  was  the 
chief  founder  of  the  Xew  York  Historical  Society.  He  long  cherished 
liie  idea  of  such  an  institution  before  attempting  to  give  it  a practical 
mlluence.  While  secretary  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  Pintiird,  a merchant 
and  commissary  of  American  paasoners  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  during 
ilie  latter  period  of  the  old  war  for  independence,  ho  liecame  power- 
fully impressed  with  the  importance  of  })reserving  records  of  events,  for 
he  was  living  in  the  midst  of  most  momentous  occurrences.  After  the 
war  he  boim-ht  from  Dr.  Chandler,  of  Elizabethtown,  Xew  Jersev,  a 
large  collection  of  documents  relating  to  tlie  Revolution,  and  gradually 
a plan  for  the  estaldishmeiit  of  an  antiquarian  society  took  tangible 
shape  in  his  mind. 

In  1789  Pintard  visited  Boston,  and  commimicated  his  ideas  concern- 
ing an  antiquarian  or  historical  society  to  the  eminent  theologian,  biogra- 
pher, and  historian,  Jeremy  Belknap,  who  warmly  ap])roved  his  ]>lan. 
“This  day,”  he  wrote  to  Ebenezer  Hazard,  the  Postmaster-General; 
‘‘  this  day  Mr.  Pintard  called  to  see  me.  He  says  he  is  an  acjpiaint- 
ance  of  yours,  and  wants  to  form  an  antiquarian  society.”  Several 
months  later  Belknap  wrote  to  Hazard  : “I  like  Pintard's  idea  of  a 
society  of  American  anticpiarians,  l)ut  where  wall  you  lind  a sulliciency 
of  members,  of  suitable  abilities  and  leisure  ?”  The  tlieologian  a|)pears 
to  have  acted  energetically  on  the  hints  given  him  by  Pintai’d,  for  in 
less  than  two  years  after  the  Xew  Yorker's  visit  we  lind  Belknap  at 
the  head  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Pintard  seems  to  have  acted  ])romptly  and  energetically  in  attenq)ts 
to  ])ut  his  cherished  scheme  into  practical  operation  in  Xew  York.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Tammany  Society  or  (IJiimbian  Order, 
and  was  its  first  sagamore,  and  he  connected  his  antiquarian  scheme 
with  that  society.  IVriting  to  Belknap  in  the  spring  of  ITl'l,  he 
said  : 

This  [the  Tammany]  l)eing  a strong  national  society,  I engiufted 
an  antiquarian  scheme  of  a museum  upon  it.  It  makes  small  ])rogr(\ss 
with  a small  fund,  and  may  possiUy  succeed.  We  have  a tolei*able 
(■oll(H‘tion  of  pamphlets,  mostly  modfums,  with  some  history,  of  whieh  I 
will  send  you  an  absti’aet.  If  your  society  [the  .Massachusetts  llistori- 


'mm: 


> <» 


' ■'  ' \ ' ',C  "s-'  "I 


";  ': ■ 15.1 . f ! .Tf?:  ' ?■ .»; 

. • ..  ' IJv;  ' ■ ' 

’^ri  / 'I  •..: 


o'X. T ( 


,C‘  ’i' 


,Um  vrmvol.n.m^'^'vJi  w- *«c®t  • 

Ilf  V iL^  ■ ^ I h'f  ■ y,;j  '.^^noi )fi-: • > .*  IntiB - . : . 

; « , r’ J ‘j*j a \ in*>mrg  ,b*  d , 

ii>L.?!zcai4?B' 

■■'■  VI  iv4;i  >*ib 

-Zir./  ’ ^ ..;jr  Z).vM  ?5!'V'‘  ' .v'  ' ‘ I -,,VV.).'>»fdilli 

5ltr»Y  ^/'//  , »T  ! ■■  -OwiAb 

'.';W/or|  'jU-‘V  ’ ‘'^.v..'  .ki 

10 !r  ,hbrob>  I'M  vt-  w ^ "y^-: ; s^v|-4/., . i„r:;  - rfif v;-  m-:-/ 51^' mt ' 

-Kb  ’ '-'yv  MfMii-Mtrtonr  too:  Ivpbifi;  Vif1-ni 

/.■•■  ' ■ 'v-iUjiX.rr-b  % :iyi  ; ■ •■■  ^;;i 

b'O  .’'vb^O•  V'bl;  •;,|||^  O,-  :■  ■ ■ . :^;.  .;,  .'f--'ji;i  .. 

;•  ..  - ' :...  ^ ' 'oy'-rlo , '■  •'''  ’■• /'  ,hmit$  ^?d  m '| 


■*>M5 


• or,  '.;  ''0^. VO:i 

V ;[|3i  v?v  fnii  vr  ^ ri  i '/f  ^ 


luiiioldd 


■ 07:.;,y,,',bl  ,bwi  V ,' ;/'g7  ; zMb,  b<^4> 

iib  oz:^v.‘tor.iiV>.  ,j.-zv  . ouob  lo  b 

' '‘■*1^4  < “*  : liTrtS:jilFo?‘y'J^?Ty'/  » ' ^ .<•*  r-.^  - ';'iiiiiMifj 

yoU  ,vyvv  :l|iv/  iy->:  ■.  ..  .’1  g.  '^yly« 


'^/  'um  Jmf0i 

Ikinnyfy: 


//  ',  'ir/Ji ! f iJ„ 


'/l>-fC'i(<Jlh\ff-f : v1  f zb 7<r,fZ 


1m  OiZ-!  M;!t 

T -ViiziZ’ ■ ' t.Mb, 


i - 


; ■ ,'_  V r ,b  Z,  • 1 TOfe  i -?|.  ^. 

Hit  _ , ..y  /n  OJ 

-z  vy*  zr'^r'^^|#4+j'? '•  ^ r "-vd't 

0;;' ' ■"  ' . .-  ■';  ■'*■/; . ■;  ' ,'  vv--  : Z -'  b^yy-y^oj; ' ■; ' ''bbybb' \bo^  ‘■‘‘•.v^b^trli 

by  zb'pv>  yviV-::f  fVu'^; : v^Kfior^  T 


''Is 


if^vvv 

I i>ziV 

a kb  • ..  , 


. 0. s»\<,  ■)  , 


158 


HISTORY  OF  ^'KVV  YORK  CITY. 


calj  succeeds  well,  Avill  o])en  a regular  correspondence.  ...  If  nr, 
plan  once  strikes  root,  it  will  tlirive.’' 

Xot  very  much  seems  to  have  been  accomplished  in  the  matter  in  rtr: 
nection  with  the  Tammany  Society  during  many  succeeding  years,  bn: 
Pintard  did  not  allow  his  ])roject  to  slumber,  lie  linally  created  a livciv 
interest  in  liis  scheme  in  the  minds  of  leading  men  in  the  city,  and  .u 
his  request  nearly  a dozen  of  them  met,  by  ap])ointment,  in  a room  in 
the  City  Hall,  in  AVall  Street,  on  the  afternoon  of  Xovember  2o,  Is"}. 
These  gentlemen  were  John  Pintard,  Egbert  Benson,  then  late  judg(‘  of 
the  United  States  District  Court  ; De  AVitt  Clinton,  then  mayoi’  of  I’n- 
city,  the  Pev.  Drs.  Samuel  iMiller,  John  H.  Mason,  John  X.  AIkhT 
and  AYilliam  Lewis,  ail  distinguislied  clergymen  ; Dr.  David  ITosncIc 
Anthony  Bleecker,  Samuel  Bayard,  and  Peter  Geraixl  Stuyvesaiu. 
Mr.  Pintard,  Judge  Benson,  and  Dr.  ^Miller  were  appointed  a commit - 
tee  to  draft  a constitution.  All  present  evinced  a lively  interest  in  tin* 
matter. 

A meeting  was  held  on  the  1 0th  of  December,  at  the  same  ])lace, 
when  several  other  })rominent  citizens  were  present,  among  them  dudm‘ 
Brockholst  Livingston,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Moore,  then  bishop  of  tlio 
Diocese  of  Xew  Yorl:  ; Daniel  D.  Toni])kins,  Rufus  King,  and  Ih*v. 
John  H.  Hobart,  afterward  bishop  of  the  same  diocese.  The  const itiu 
tion  presented  was  ado|)ted,  and  the  title  given  to  the  association  w;is 
“ The  Xew  York  Historical  Society.'’  It  was  organized  on  the  llrli 
of  January  following,  when  Judge  Benson  was  chosen  president,  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  fii’st  vicequesident.  Judge  Brockholst  Livings- 
ton second  vice-])resident,  the  Rev.  Dr.  iMiller  corres])onding  secretai’v. 
John  Pintard  t n^cording  secretary,  ('harles  AVilkes  ti*easurer,  am! 
John  Forbes  librarian. 

* Mr.  Pintard  ^v:l.s  really  the  founder  of  Barnuin’s  IMuscnm.  The  corporation  granivd 
a room  in  the  City  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  Tammany  Society  Museum.  It  ^vas  open  every 
Tuesday  and  Friday  afttu-noon.  .V  document  in  existence,  dated  IMay  1,  ITTU,  reads  ; 

“ .Vmeuicax  Museum,  under  the  i>atrouage  of  the  Tammany  Society  or  Columbian  Or.h  r. 

Any  article  sent  on  these  days,  or  to  ilr.  John  Pintard,  Xo.  57  King  Street,  Avill  \ v 
thankfully  received.” 

Mr.  Pintard  was  tlie  secretary  of  the  American  IMusenm.  and  Gardner  Baker  keciior. 
It  became  the  solo  property  of  Baker  in  1S08.  He  sold  it  to  Dr.  Scudder,  and  it 
tinally  sold  to  Bamnm. 

f ’.John  Pintard,  son  of  John  Pintard,  a New  York  merchant,  was  then  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  having  been  born  May  IS,  IToJ.  Both  his  father  and  mother  died  before  he 
was  one  year  old.  The  ba.he  was  taken  by  his  nncle,  Lewis  Pintard,  a thriving  nn-ndiai.t 
in  X'cw  York,  as  his  foster  child.  Ih.'  was  sent  to  a grammar  school  at  Hempstead,  L.  k. 
and  hecam.'  tin-  best  L tiin  scholar  in  the  seminary.  He  Mats  graduated  at  Priucct  ai  in 
177G.  He  drill.,  d soldier.s  every  day,  and  when  the  professor  entered  the  army  and  tir 
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"I'lie  New  York  Historical  Society  occupied  a room  in  the  old  City 
ll;d),  in  AVall  Street,  from  1S04  till  Ison.  It  received  its  charter  from 
!h(*  State  Legislatui'e  in  tlie  latter  ycai\  It  then  became  migratory 
Tor  almost  half  a century.  In  1809  its  collectiojis  were  removed  to  the 
(ioveiTiment  House,  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Howling  Green.  In 
IsK;  they  were  taken  to  the  Xew  York  Institution,  where  they 

institution  was  broken  up,  he  went  too,  after  he  had  received  his  degree.  After  serving 
ai  while  in  the  army,  young  Fintard  became  deputy  commissary  for  American  j^risoners 
m New  York,  under  his  uncle,  for  whom  he  acted  ns  secretary.  He  was  in  that  office  about 
tliree  years,  doing  nearly  all  the  business  most  of  the  time.  Elias  Doudinot,  his  brother- 
in-law,  was  then  commissaiy-generai  of  prisoners. 

When  Fintard  left  the  office  in  1780  he  went  to  Fararnus,  New  Jersey,  where  resided 
Colonel  Brashear,  a stanch  Whig  and  distant  relative  of  the  young  man.  He  fell  in  love 
with  the  colonel’s  daughter,  and  they  were  married  in  178o.  “ He  was  hand.'.ome,  and 

she  was  the  loveliest  girl  in  the  land,”  says  “ Walter  Barrett,  clerk.” 

Up  to  that  time  John  Ihntard  was  a clerk  for  his  uncle  : then  he  began  business  for 
himself,  at  No.  12  Wall  Street,  in  the  India  trade.  One  of  his  shiias  (the  Jaif)  was  among 
the  first  vessels  that  brought  cargoes  from  China.  In  1780  he  was  elected  alderman  of 
the  East  Ward,  which  took  in  Wall  Street  below  William  Street.  In  1700  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature. 

In  1702  John  Fintard,  out  of  debt,  rich  and  prosx>erous,  had  his  name  on  the  back  of 
notes  draw'n  by  William  Duer,  son-in-law  of  Lord  Stirling,  who  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
gi'eatest  financiers  of  the  day,  for  a full  million  dollars.  Duer  faih'J.  Fintard  gave  up 
ships,  cargoes,  houses,  furniture,  library,  everything,  to  p>artially  pay  the  notes  he  had 
indorsed.  He  .settled  in  Newark,  where  he  foimd  employment  as  a commissioner  for 
building  bridges.  Duer's  creditors  followed  him,  and  confined  him  in  Newark  jail  four- 
teen months. 

The  general  bankrupt  law  of  1800  relieved  IMr.  Fintard,  and  he  returned  to  New  York, 
where  he  first  became  a book  auctioneer.  In  1801  his  uncle  bought  for  him  the  Dnlhj 
Advertiser,  but  he  did  not  conduct  it  long.  In  1802  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  but  soon 
returned.  He  became  city  inspector,  and  in  1800  secretary  of  a fire  insurance  company, 
which  position  he  filled  until  1820,  when,  at  the  ag*-  of  seventy,  he  resiiz/ied.  He  became 
almost  blind  and  deaf,  and  his  world  was  inside  of  himself  for  several  years.  He  died 
on  June  21,  1841,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Mr.  Fintard  was  the  cnligliteiied  and  active  friend  of  every  great  enterprise  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city,  and  in  every  good  work.  He  v^as  not  only  the  founder  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  but  one  of  the  originators  of  the  free  school  system  in  the  city, 
an  active  promoter  of  the  Erie  Canal  jiroject  from  the  beginning,  a most  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  serving  it  as  secretarv  ten,  consecutive  years,  and 
infusing  into  it  new  vitality  ; one  of  the  founders  of  the  Anu  rienn  Bible  Society,  active 
in  the  foundation  of  the  General  Theological  Society  of  the  E})iseopal  Church  in  the 
diocese,  and  the  chief  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  first  savings  l)ank  in  the  city  of 
New  Y'ork,  of  which  he  was  president  thirteen  years,  retiring  when  he  was  nearly  eighty- 
two  years  of  age.  5Ir.  Pintanl  has  an  undoubted  and  clear  right  to  the  title  of  progenitor 
of  the  historical  societies  in  the  I'nited  States. 

The  body  of  5Ir.  Fintard  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  in  St.  Clement’s  Churcli.  in 
Amity  Street.  Very  few  citizens  of  the  ureat  metiopolis  to-dc.y  have  even  the  most 
remote  idea  of  how  much  it  owes  to  John  Fintard  for  its  ])ros|)erity  and  gooil  name. 
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rcinuined  until  wlieii  they  were  deposited  in  the  Keinsen  huil.l- 

ing,  on  Broadway.  In  ISoT  tliey  were  taken  to  the  Stuyvesant  Insti- 
tute, on  Broadway.  There  they  rested  only  four  years,  for  in  l"ll 
they  were  removed  to  the  2s\ev  York  University.  There  they  took  :i 
longer  rest,  and  tlnally,  in  lSr>7,  t<jok  up  tlieir  abode  in  a biiildinLf 
erected  ]>y  tlie  society  on  tlie  corner  of  Eleventh  Street  and  Second 
Avenue. 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  Historical  Society  exhibited  much 
zeal  from  the  beginning,  in  etiorts  to  secure  for  its  collections  manu- 
scripts, books,  V'dve  pamphlets  relating  to  American  history,  autogi-aph 
letters  and  unpuldished  documents,  tiles  of  American  newspapers,  espe- 
cially of  those  published  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  ; specimens  of 
American  arclimology,  coins  and  medals,  works  of  painters,  sculptors, 
and  engravers,  and  everything  suitable  for  a museum  of  liistorical 
treasures. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  society  lal)ored  on  witli  slender 
pecuniary  means,  continually  adding  to  its  list  of  members  some  of  tln^ 
best  men  in  Xew  Y<n‘k  society,  with  its  offices  tilled  by  persons  of  dis- 
tinction in  literature,  science,  and  art.  Its  pecuniary  power  was  so 
inadequate  to  the  noble  task  it  liad  undertaken  that  it  found  itself,  at 
the  beginning  of  tlie  new  em  in  the  history  of  Xew  York  City,  bur- 
dened with  a debt  amounting  to  about  s5000. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  the  society  was  strongly  beset  with  a 
temptation  which  yitdded  to  might  have  caused  its  annihilation.  It 
was  a supreme  crisis  in  the  history  of  tlie  institution.  At  that  time  a 
number  of  gentlemen  had  associated  in  the  formation  of  a society  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  encoiu’aging  and  jiromoting  tlie  study  of  populai' 
science,  belles-lettres,  and  the  line  arts.  Tluw  named  the  association 
The  Xew  York  Alhenmum.  Its  memliers  were  some  of  the  leading 
intellectual  lights  of  the  citv.  Thev  had  conceived  the  design  of  unit- 
ing  all  the  literary  societies  of  Xew  York  under  the  appropi*iate  tith' 
they  had  chosen,  for  the  ])urpose  of  creating  an  institution,  by  such  a 
combinati(')U,  which  should  l.):3  tlie  most  distinguished  and  ])owerful  in 
the  United  State's. 

IMemlieisi  of  the  XYov  '^'ork  liistorical  Society,  considering  ’ts  ])eciini- 
ary  embarrassments,  almost  velunnently  urged  tlie  pi‘(>[)i’iety  and  even 
the  necessity  of  joining  such  a coiiiliination,  and  to  merg-e  it  into  Tin' 
Xew  York  Athnna'um.  At  a meeting  of  the  Historical  Society,  Dr. 
Jeremiah  Van  Benss('laer,  a prominent  member,  olfered  a resolution  that 
in  considtantion  of  a sum  sidlicitmi  to  pay  r)lf  its  indt'bti'dness  theentirn 
])roperty  should  lie  transferred  to  the  Atheiueum. 
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An  energetic  and  clear-headed  young  lawyer,  a scion  of  one  of  the 
(tidest  and  most  distinguished  Ivnickerbocln'r  families  in  the  city  of 
Aew  York,  had  recently  been  elected  a member  of  the  Historical 
Society,  and  took  great  interest  in  its  affairs,  lie  eiu'iiestly  oj)posed 
I)r.  Van  .Rensselaer's  resolution,  urging  that  such  a sale  of  the  treas- 
ures of  the  society  would  be  dishonest,  and  in  violati(jn  of  the  solemn 
pledges  given  to  the  pniblic  by  its  founders,  for  they  represented  that  all 
donations,  of  whatever  kind,  sliould  be  held  as  pail  of  the  archives  of 
the  society,  and  for  historical  pur[)Oses.  That  young  lawyer  was  the 
late  Frederic  de  Reyster,  LL.  D.,  who,  from  that  hour,  was  one  of  the 
most  energetic  and  influential  members  of  the  Historical  Society,  (lying- 
while  holding  its  presidential  cliair,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  3X\irs.'^ 

" Frederic  de  Peyster,  LL.D.,  ^vas  born  in  Hanover  Square,  Xcw  York,  on  November 
11,  1796.  His  ancestors  were  Huguenots  who  lied  from  iiersecution  in  France  in  the 
sixteenth  century  and  settled  in  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam,  Holland.  The  first  of  the 
name  who  emigrated  to  America  was  Johannes  de  Peyster,  the  possessor  oC  much  in- 
herited wealth,  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  v,  ith  Ids  wife  about  1647,  when  ho  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  became  a successful  merchant  and  a distinguished  citi/en, 
being  in  succession  sheriff,  alderman,  and  burgomaster  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  in  1677 
deputy  mayor  of  New  York.  Two  of  his  sons  were  afterward  mayors  of  the  city.  The 
de  Peyster  family  have  ever  held  the  liighest  socitd  position  in  New  York  City. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Captain  Frederic  do  IVyster,  an  ardent 
loyalist  during  the  old  war  for  independence,  and  an  officer  in  the  Icing’s  Tliird  American 
Regiment,  or  New  Y'ork  Volunteers.  He  married  a daughter  of  Commissary-General 
Hake,  of  the  British  army.  Frederic  was  a student  in  Columbia  College  during  the  war 
of  1812,  and  became  captain  of  the  students'  corps  known  as  the  “ College  Greens.” 
They  assisted  in  the  construction  of  field  works  at  YIcGowan’s  Pass  and  Ylardiattanville. 
He  was  graduated  in  ISIG,  and  began  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  Pett-r  A.  Jay,  the 
eldest  son  of  Governor  John  Jay.  He  concluded  his  legal  studies  under  the  tuition  of 
Peter  Van  Schaack,  of  Kinderhook,  one  of  the  most  learned  lawyers  in  the  State.  De 
Peyster  was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  (’ourt  in  IM'.t,  a.nd  the 
same  year  lie  became  a solicitor  in  chancery.  It  is  said  his  reports  in  the  hdter  capacity 
never  revealed  an  error. 

Y'oung  de  Peyster  was  fond  of  military  matters,  and  was  active  several  years  in  the 
militia  of  the  State,  serving  as  brigade  major  in  tlie  Tenth  .Brigade,  as  aide-de-camp  to 
IMajor-Gcneral  Flemming,  and  as  aide,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  on  the  stadl  of  Governor 
De  Witt  Clinton  in  1826.  Not  long  before  he  had  raised  the  (piestiou  whether  an  officer 
holding  one  military  position  could  be  legally  elected  to  another — a salane.l  one —with- 
out thereby  vacating  the  former  office.  It  vas  decided  by  compott'iit  authority  that  ho 
could  not,  and  thus  a test  case,  argued  by  de  Peyster  and  won,  gained  him  notoriety,  and 
settled  a vexed  (piestiou  in  military  circles. 

From  his  early  life  i\Ir.  do  Peyster  took  an  active  interest  in  juiblic  tdfairs.  So  early 
as  1810,  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  became  a memlicr  of  the  rive  School 
Society  of  New  Y'ork,  in  which,  in  after  years,  he  was  a trustee.  He  ])ossessed  a decided 
literary  taste,  and  he  became  prominently  connected  with  several  literary  and  learned 
societies.  Joining  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Yhu'k  about  ls26,  be  b'‘ca;iu>  its  c..>rre- 
spoiiding  secretary  in  1827,  and  was  recording  secretary  from  1829  till  1897.  He  became 
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The  resolution  of  I)r.  A^iui  Itensselaer  was  warmly  discussed,  'rh,. 
arg-urnents  of  iMr.  l)e  Pevster  prevailed,  and  tlie  resolution  was  n«.: 
adopted.  After  the  ad  journment  of  the  meeting,  Charles  King  (aftn  - 
ward  president  of  Columhia  College),  seven  years  the  senior  r»f  1),. 
Peyster,  said  to  the  latter  : 

“ Sir,  you  have  caused  a sei'ious  harm  to  both  the  Historical  Social  v 
and  the  Athemeum  lyv  defeating  tliat  resolution.  You  liave  frustran  d 
a laudable  object,  ami  by  I'ejectiiig  the  proposed  union  this  society  will 
soon  be  a hopeless  bankrupt.” 

‘‘  If  the  society  will  give  me  authority,”  replied  I)e  Pevster,  “ 1 wilt 
go  to  Albany  as  its  representative  and  ])rocure  from  the  Legislature  au 
appropriation  sufficient  to  })ay  ail  its  debts.” 

If  you  shall  do  that,’’  res[)onded  King;  interest  the  State  Legis- 
lature so  substantially  in  our  affairs,  you  will  make  tlie  Kew'  York 
Historical  Society  one  of  tlie  leading  institutions  of  our  country.” 

Mr.  He  Pevster  ^vas  invested  with  proper  authority.  He  went  to 
Albany,  laid  a petition  for  tlie  relief  of  tlie  Kew  Y^ork  Historical 
Society  before  the  Legislature,  \vith  a large  number  of  whose  meml)crs 

corresponding  secretarr  again  in  183cS,  and  remained  in  that  position  nntil  1843.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  president  of  tlie  society  ; held  the  office  two  years  ; was  re-elected  in 
1873,  and  continued  to  hold  the  position  until  the  time  of  his  death,  August  17, 

His  gifts  to  the  society  were  many  and  \alnable.  Some  of  the  choicest  books  and  works 
of  art  in  its  collection  are  his  contributions.  One  of  the  most  attractive  of  the  latter  is 
Crawford’s  colossal  marble  statue  of  an  Indian  sitting  in  a contemplative  attitude,  enti- 
tled “ The  Last  of  His  Race,”  He  purchased  it  after  Crawford’s  death  for  s4000.  ^Ir. 
de  Peyster  was  also  a generous  p:itron  of  art,  as  his  home  in  University  Place  attested, 
and  was  always  ready  to  contrilmte  to  funds  for  the  erection  of  statues  of  eminent  men 
in  his  native  city.  On  anniversary  and  other  celebrations  of  important  events  he  was 
always  active,  and  was  frequently  called  upon  to  address  the  assemblage,  which  was 
always  done  in  a happy  mariner.  He  was  also  active  in  all  benevolent  movements,  ami 
held  an  office  of  some  kuml  in  a score  of  different  societies.  He  was  also  an  earnest 
promoter  of  the  cause  of  po]mlar  education,  and  his  interest  in  his  alma  7nater  (Columbia 
College)  was  warm  a.iid  active  until  tlie  close  of  his  life. 

Y Idle  jMr.  de  Pevster  was  muster  in  chancery  he  was  employed  by  a committee  of  the 
Tontine  Coffee-House  Association  as  an  expert  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  lives  of  tlic 
nominees.  He  soon  afterward  became  a member  of  that  association,  and  was  one  of  the 
last,  if  not  tlie  very  last,  survivors  of  that  famous  organization.  He  was  ele'ded  a trustee 
of  the  New  York  Socitdy  Library,  ami  was  its  president  from  1870.  He  was  vice  presider.t 
of  the  Home  for  lucurablc.s,  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  I^eake  and  YVatts  Orphan  Asjdum.  founded  by  his  father-in-law.  Jtdm 
Watts.  He  was  an  active  and  most  efficient  member  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  and 
president  of  tlio  St.  Nicholas  Club.  Our  space  will  not  allow  the  mention  of  more  of  the 
objects  of  his  cai’e  ami  uutirinu  laliors. 

Mr.  de  I’eystcr  was  chosen  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  occasion  of  the  ceuteiiniai 
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ho  was  personally  acquainted,  and  urged  his  suit  with  so  much  logic 
;md  such  weighty  rea.sons  for  granting  the  prayer,  that  a hill  s[)cedily 
passed  both  houses  appro])riating  s.jOOO  for  the  relief  of  the  Xew  York 
Historical  Society.  The  burden  of  del»t  was  thus  removed,  and  the 
society  started  afresh  and  unembarrassed  in  its  career  of  usefulness  and 
honor. 

The  society  has  ever  since  gone  steadily  on  in  an  upward  journey, 
.sometimes  struggling  with  poverty,  but  never  witli  doubt,  and  some- 
times cheered  by  liberal  bequests  and  donations,  until  it  has  reached  its 
present  high  position  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  useful  institutions 
of  the  metropolis. 

The  Xew  York  Historical  Society  possesses  a lil)rary  of  more  tluin 
70,000  volumes,  and  a very  large  number  of  ])amphlets,  ma|)s,  and  hies 
of  newspapers  ; also  a most  valuable  collection  of  ineditt'd  manu- 
scripts, a curious  collection  of  American  antujuities,  a rare  and  exceed- 
ingly valuable  collection  of  Egyptian  autiquiticis,  and  the  largest  and 
rarest  permanent  gallei'y  of  works  of  ai‘t  on  the  American  continent. 

By  the  liberality  of  citizens  of  Xew  York  the  society  was  enabled  to 

celebriition  of  American  indepeiulence  at  Independence  Hall,  Philadol[)hia,  in  187S. 
Several  of  bis  occasional  addresses  have  been  |)iiblished  in  handsome  book  form. 
He  was  an  earnest  classical  and  biblical  student  : indeed  no  dei)artment  of  learning 
escaped  his  notice,  and  often  engaged  his  profound  study.  In  ISST  Columbia  College 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.,  and  in  iUarch,  m77.  the  Royal 
Historical  Society  of  Great  Rritain,  “in  consideration  of  his  eniiiK-nt  services  in  the 
cause  of  historical  and  antiiprarian  research,”  elected  him  an  Honorary  IV-llow  of  that 
society. 

Mr.  de  Peyster  was  marrio*!  iii  his  early  manhood  to  the  lovely  and  accom]dished  IMary 
Justina  Watts,  daughter  of  John  Watts,  the  last  royal  recorder  ot  Xev.'  York  City,  She 
lived  only  thirteen  montlis  after  his  marriage,  dying  on  July  *2S,  1821.  She  h ft  iin  infant 
son,  who  is  General  J.  Watts  de  Peyster.  It  was  at  Rose  Hill,  the  country-seat  of  this 
sou,  at  Tivoli  on  the  Hudson,  that  Ylr.  do  I'eyster  died,  after  a short  illness.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  at  Tivoli,  and  were  condui'ted  by  the 
rector  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dix,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  X’ew  Y'ork. 

General  J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  his  only  child,  has  inherited  his  name  ami  fortune.  He 
was  born  in  Ylarch,  ,1S21.  He  has  attained  to  lunch  distinction  as  the  author  of  valuable 
works  on  military  and  historical  subjects.  The  hn-mer  have  won  for  him  the  warmest 
encomiums  of  tniiitary  commanders.  Some  years  ago  he  wrote  an  interesting  biogra]>hy 
of  the  Swedish  rield-Ylarshal  Torstenson,  famous  in  the  seventeenth  century.  So 
pleased  with  this  biography  was  Oscar  I.,  King  of  Sweden,  tliat  he  expressed  his  i)h  asure 
by  presenting  the  general  with  three  handsome  medals.  Like  his  fatlu'r,  GeiH'ral  do 
Peyster  is  well  and  honorably  known,  not  only  in  the  city  but  tlirougbout  the  country. 
Three  of  his  sous  served  in  the  late  war  for  the  iireservation  of  the  Republic.  One  of 
them,  Ideutenant  J.  Livingston  de  Peyster,  had  the  honor  of  first  hoisting  th.o  national 
fag  on  the  d at  Richmond  on  the  morning  after  the  Confederate  governtm  nt  had 

lied,  which,  General  Grant  said,  “put  the  seal  to  the  termination  of  the  rebellion.” 
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purchase  the  famous  Eiryptiaii  collection  of  Dr.  Abbott  in  IS.lO.  It 
by  far  the  most  interesting-  collection  (jf  the  kind  in  this  countiy.  It 
contains  three  mummies  of  the  sacred  bull  A[)is  foimd  in  the  tuiul»s 
Dashour.  It  is  said  that  no  other  specimen  ot‘  the  preserved  animal 
may  be  found  in  the  world.  The  collection  also  exliibits  some  ra.ru 
works  of  art,  and  numerous  objects  which  illustrate  the  social  and 
domestic  life  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.  There  are  about  eleven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pieces  in  the  collection,  every  one  of  which  is  a stiulv 
for  the  historian  and  the  anti(juary. 

In  1S5G  the  societv  determined  to  enlarge  and  extend  its  usefulness 
by  providing  a public  gallery  of  line  arts  in  the  city  of  Xew  Y(jrk. 
The  plan  vras  tlevised  on  the  most  lil)cral  scale.  A committee  on  line* 
arts  was  appointed,  and  constituted  a part  of  the  administration  ot‘  tin* 
society.  Tiie  result  of  the  labors  of  that  committee  is  most  satisfac- 
tory. The  gcdlery  lujw  embraces,  in  addition  to  the  society's  original 
collection  of  })nintings  and  sculpture,  the  Aew  York  Galleiy  of  Fine 
Arts,  which  came  into  the  possession  of  this  institution  in  iSeTS,  through 
the  exertions  of  the  late  Jonathan  Sturges,  an  active  and  lil^eral  mem- 
ber. That  collection  is  the  fruit  of  the  taste,  generosity,  and  mu''iii- 
cence  of  Lunian  Deed,  an  enterprising  merchant. 

The  gallery  also  embraces  the  remaining  pictures,  of  the  American 
Art  Union,  also  the  justly  famous  Bryan  Gallery  of  Christian  Art,  so 
rich  in  pictures  by  the  old  masters  and  pre-Ihi])haeiite  paintings.  This 
collection  was  generously  })resented  to  the  society  in  ISGT  by  the  late 
Thomas  J.  Bryan,  who  continued  to  add  to  it  until  liis  death.  Tin* 

Durr  collection'’  of  paintings  was  bequeathed  to  the  society  by  the 
late  Louis  Durr,  one  of  its  nrembers,  in  and  was  placed  in.  tire 

gallery  in  June,  The  society  also  possesses  the  original  water- 

color  pictures  Jiiade  by  J.  J.  Audubon  for  liis  great  work  on  natural 
history,  thirteen  s}n‘cinums  of  ancient  scul})ture  from  Xineveh,  pn'- 
sented  1)V  the  late  James  Lenox,  and  fifty-seven  pieces  of  modern 
sculpture  by  (h-awford.  Browiuu  and  others. 

The  entire  collection  of  ])aintings  and  statuary  belonging  to  the  Xmv 
York  Historical  Society  ]uiiub('rs  nearly  one  thousand,  in  it  may  1>{.‘ 
seen  many  pre-B;iphaelite  ])ictures,  and  iruntings  by  Cimabue,  Gior- 
gione, Coro'ggio,  ]hipha.(*l,  Titian,  Del  Sarto,  Da  Yinci,  rJurillo,  Velas- 
quez, Bemhrandt,  ikiul  Veronese,  Boiiissin,  Ahin  Dyck,  and  half  a scm-<‘ 
of  other  renowned  artists.  For  lack  of  room  and  good  liglit  tlu'se 
pictures  a|q)(‘ar  to  a great  disadvantage,  while  the  marvellous  sculpture's 
from  Xineveh  ai*e  hidden  away  in  the  crypt  or  basement  room  of  th  ' 
building. 
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So  rapid  has  been  the  accumulation  of  the  archaic  ami  other  riches 
(,'xc(‘[)ting  inoiiey)  of  the  Historical  Society  during  the  la.-^t  few  years, 
I Lett  larger  space  and  a position  nearer  the  centre  of  the  chiss  of  |)o[)ii- 
lalion  ^vho  enjoy  and  would  profit  by  sucii  ex([uisit(3  pleasure  as  it  can 
alford  has  been  an  absolute  and  keenly  fell  necessity.  It  is  iiot  credit- 
able to  the  citizens  of  Xew  York,  so  widely  and  justly  praised  for  their 
(Siterprise,  abounding  wealth,  generosity,  intelligence,  and  icsthetic 
cultivation,  to  allow  this  venerable  society,  now  fourscore  years  of  age, 
with  all  its  wealth  of  possible  entertainment  and  instruction,  to  remain 
half  smothered  in  close  quarters,  year  after  year,  for  want  of  [)ecuniary 
means  to  expand  its  usefulness  and  become  one  of  the  most  attractive 
wonders  of  the  great  metropolis.  It  ])0ssesses  an  alnmdance  of  ])recious 
things  which  monev  cannot  buv  and  the  world  cannot  a (Lord  to  lose. 

The  present  number  of  the  inembers  of  the  Historical  Society  is 
about  two  tliousand  — life,  resident,  corresponding,  and  honorary. 
They  embrace  the  best  elements  of  society  in  New  York.  It  has  no 
debts,  no  mortgage  on  its  building  or  its  collections,  and  no  outstanding 
bills.* 

The  New  Yoke  Typogkakiiical  Society  ranks  among  the  older  of 
the  benevolent  institutions  of  New  York  City.  It  is  InGieved  to  be  the 
oldest  benevolent  association  of  printers  in  the  United  States.  Its 
nativity  was  in  the  year  isoi),  and  its  natal  day  vais  the  twenty-third 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  society  was  the  relief  of  the  indigent  and 
distressed  members  of  the  association,  their  wido^vs  and  orphans,  and 
others  who  may  be  found  pro]>er  objects  of  their  charity.’'  To  this 
purpose  it  has  beem  religiously  faithful,  and  its  record  is  a noble  one. 

The  society  was  incorporated  by  the  Legiskiture  of  New  \ (U'k  in 
ISIS.  The  late  Thurlow  AYeed,  who  liecame  a menilun’  of  the  associa- 
tion in  (3ctobcr,  ISlb,  was  chairman  of  the  commilt(M‘  who  ])i*oeurcd 
the  cliarter,  amd  he  would  refer  to  it  as  his  first  elTort  as  a “ lobbyist.'’ 
He  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age.  To  effect  its  benevolimt  pur- 
poses the  society  was  allowed  by  the  charter  to  hold  real  a)id  personal 
estate  to  the  amount  of  sr)000.  In  case  of  sickness  or  other  disability 
a member  was  allowed  a prescribed  sum  per  weidt  from  tlu'  tivasury  ; 
in  case  of  death  a specific  sum  was  given  toward  paying  the  expenses 

The  officers  of  the  society  for  18S3  are  : Angustus  Schefl,  president  ; Hamilton  Fish, 
first  vice-pi-esident  ; Dciijamin  II.  FieM,  second  vice-pia  sidont  ; William  Evarts,  for- 
eign cnrresjionding  seentary  ; Edward  F.  De  Tjaiicey.  domestic  corresponding  secretary  ; 
Andrew  Warner,  recording  secretary  ; Benjamin  B.  Siierman,  treasurer  ; -laeub  B>.  ^loore. 
librarian. 
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of  the  funeral,  ^roderate  sums  were  allowed  to  widows  of  moinl>ors. 
and  to  full-orphaned  children  of  members  for  a short  time.  In  no  casr 
lias  the  family  of  a living  memlier  any  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  society. 

The  limited  charter  of  the  society  W'as  renewed  in  lbo'2,  for  liftemi 
years,  and  in  A})ril,  iSdT,  it  was  orgunized  under  the  genei'al  law  of  tin* 
State  for  charitable  and  benevolent  institutions.  Its  ])resent  revisi'd 
constitution  has  transferred  the  association  from  a relief  society  to  meet 
the  urgent  necessities  of  the  indigent  and  distressed  into  a benefit  socitdy, 
from  which  eveiw  memlier,  when  sick,  by  conforming  to  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  may  draw  a certain  amount  without 
regard  to  his  jiecuniarv  condition. 

lJuring  its  long  career  the  Xcnv  York  Typographical  Society  lias 
never  failed  to  meet  all  demands  against  its  ti’casury,  and  luis  at  this 
time  quite  a large  fund  securely  and  pirofitably  invested.  It  also  ])os- 
sesses  a library  of  over  four  thousand  volumes,  some  of  ^vhich  are  ex- 
ceedingly rare  and  valuable. 

For  many  years  in  the  earlier  period  of  the  history  of  the  Tvjio- 
graphical  Society  it  took  part  in  nearly  all  of  the  civic  processions.  It 
bore  a conspicuous  part,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  great  celebration  of 
the  completion  of  the  Erie  Ckinal.  The  last  public  occasion  in  which  it 
participated  was  the  celeliration  of  the  successful  laying  of  the  telegraph 
ocean  cable  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  1S5S. 

Benjamin  Franklin  being  recognized,  liy  common  consent,  as  the 
“ ]>atron  saint”  "of  printers,  his  birthday  was  honored  by  the  Ty])o- 
graphical  Society  for  many  years,  usually  in  the  form  of  a banquet, 
sometimes  by  an  entertainment.  The  late  'William  Cullen  Bryant  was 
aTavorite  president  at  the  bampiets,  and  John  Broughani  managed  the 
entertainments.  These  have  Ijeen  abandoned  of  late  years,  and  the 
society  has  taken  its  ])lace  among  the  quiet  woiUers  lV)r  the  good  of 
fellow-men. 

During  its  existence  of  more  than  half  a century  since  receiving,’  its 
charter  the  Xew  Yoi*k  Typographical  Society  has  had  only  four  ti*eas- 
urei*s — George  ]\rathm’,  Janu^s  Xailne,  J.  G.  C'layton,  and  Geor<i:<‘ 
Famous — the  latter  still  in  oilice.  T.  C.  Faulkner  Avats  its  secretary  for 
tvrenty-one  consecutive  years.  Th<‘  society  has  (unbraced  in  its  mem- 
bemliip  many  who  have  not  only  ndlected  honor  upon  the  profession, 
but  upon  our  country.  Isow  its  list  of  membership  contains  the  names 
of  many  of  the  most  inlluential  printers  in  the  city."^ 

" The  olhct'rs  of  tho  Xe\v  York  Ty}*ouMM;)]ue;il  .Soeifty  for  m-':’.  are  : Ihlu-aril  AleayluT. 
prcjiutnt  ; John  Urusualian,  viee-presi<l.,-nt  ; Ceovge  Tarsous,  treasurer  ; li.  11.  f’rossine* 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 
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Oil  the  od  of  Xovemlier,  1820,  at  the  office  of  the  Xew  York  Com- 
AdveHisfr.  William  Wood  posted  a call  for  a mt^etiiig-  of  mer- 
<-laints'  clerks  on  the  loth,  at  a room  in  the  Tontine  Coffee-House,  to 
fniisider  a plan  for  establishing  a library  and  reading-room.  The  call 
was  addressed  to  the  clerks  of  South  Street,  Fi'ont  Street.  Pearl 
Street,  and  Maiden  Lane.’’  That  original  “poster"  is  pi'eserved  in 
tiie  great  library,  4\diich  is  the  flourishing  product  of  that  tiny  germ. 

The  meeting  com})rised  about  two  hundred  merchants'  clei'ks.  A 
jilan  was  agreed  to.  On  tlie  27th  of  the  same  month  a constitution 
was  adopted  and  officers  were  electerl,  with  Lucius  Hull  as  president. 
On  the  12th  of  Feliruary  following,  in  an  up]ier  room  of  the  building 
known  as  Yo.  A9  Fulton  Street,  the  association  was  formally  ushered 
into  existence,  by  the  presence  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  meml)e!*s  (the 
total  number  of  subscriliers)  and  the  de])osit  of  about  seven  hundred 
volumes  of  books. 

The  association  had  a feeble  existence — a struggle  for  life — foi*  several 
years.  The  clerks  could  not,  for  a long  time,  induce  the  mercliants  to 
countenance  their  undertaking  or  give  them  aid.  At  length  { l82r,)  the 
library  was  removed  to  the  printing  establishment  of  Harper  A 
Hrothers,  Ao.  82  Cliff  Street,  where  that  now  great  puldishing  house 
was  just  feeling  the  peace  and  joy  of  assui*ed  business  prosp(n*ity. 
There  the  association  had  a reading-rgom  in  connection  with  the 
library,  which  was  furnished  with  four  weekly  newspapers  and  seven 
magazines.  The  merchants  now  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  new 
enterprise,  and  soon  began  to  give  the  association  })ecuniarv  aid.  The 
year  1826  was  the  beginning  of  the  era  of  the  real  gro\vth  and  an  ever- 
expanding  field  of  usefulness  for  Tin:  Mercantile  Lirrak-v  As-(k  iation 
OF  THE  City  of  Aew  York.  Before  the  close  of  that  year  the  library 
contained  six  thousand  volumes. 

In  182S  a separate  organization  was  effected  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a building  for  a ]iernianent  home  for  the  lilirary,  to  b('  on  joyed 
without  expense  or  any  incumbrance.  Arthur  Tappan,'--'  a silk  mer- 

ham,  secretary  ; C.  C.  Savage,  H.  Dessey,  W.  Marshall,  and  S.  F.  Jlaxt'.r,  trustees,  and 
ten  directors. 

* Arthur  Tappan  Avas  born  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  in  iMay,  ITSC.  and  di:d  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  in  .Tuly,  18r>o.  He  reoeiveil  a common-school  education,  was  ch  rk  iii  a 
hardware  store  in  Boston.  ;md  c.lso  engaged  with  his  brother  Lewis  in  tlie  dry-goods  busi- 
ness in  that  city.  Arthur  finally  went  to  ^Montreal,  but  when  the  war  of  1SI2  broke  out 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  and  established  himself  in  the  dry-goods  importing  business 
in  1814.  He  was  very  prosperous,  very  religious,  ami  very  beuevobuit.  He  was  one  of 
the  foumh  r.s  of  tlio  .\mi'ricaii  Tract  Society,  and  gave  lib,  rally  to  its  building  fund.  He 
gave  largely  toward  the  establishment  of  the  Lane  i I’rcsbytorian)  Theological  Seminary  at 
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chant,  headed  a suhseription  with  a liheral  sum.  The  required  auioim: 
of  money  was  soon  raised,  a Iniilding  wais  erected  at  the  coi-jici- < .f 
Beekman  and  Xassau  streets,  and  on  Xovember  2,  1880,  it  was 
cateti  with  the  title  of  “ Clinton  Hall,”  in  honor  of  IJe  AVitt  Climmi. 
then  the  foremost  man  in  the  city  and  the  State,  and  who  gave  thr 
first  book  to  the  Alercantile  Library — a “ History  of  Engkind.”  The 
persons  who  caused  the  erection  of  the  hall  were  known  collectively  hv 
the  name  of  “ The  Clinton  Hall  Association.” 

Only  about  twenty  years  afterward  it  was  found  that  the  accommn- 
dations  in  Clinton  Hall  were  too  limited  for  the  rapidly  increasing 
number  of  books  in  the  lil)rary.  It  wais  observed,  too,  that  the  })opu!a- 
tion  was  deserting  that  quarter  of  tiie  city.  So,  after  much  delibc  r.i- 
tion,  the  association  }>urchased  the  Astor  Place  Opera-House,  Avhich 
was  fitted  up  with  a ca])acity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousaiul 
volumes.  In  1S51  the  library  was  moved  into  the  new  home,  a.  dis- 
tance of  two  miles  from,  its  former  dwelling-jdace.  Soon  afterward  tlu' 
old  liall  Avas  pulled  doAvii,  and  on  its  site  the  Xassau  Bank  erected  a 
handsome  building  of  light  broAvn  stone.  It,  too,  has  been  pulled 
doAvn,  and  in  its  ])lace  has  risen  Temple  Court,  a lofty  structure  of 
brick  and  stone,  ten  stories  in  height,  the  pro]:>erty  of  Eugene  Ivelly,  a 
banker. 

In  the  new  Clinton  Hall  at  Astor  Pkice  the  Alercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation still  ling-el’s  Avith  its  library,  but  Avill  pi'obably  sooii  take  anotlaa- 
long  stride  nortliAvanl,  for  noAv  the  centre  of  pojmlation  is  nearer  Alur- 
ray  Hill.  Besides,  even  noAv  its  home  is  too  narrow  for  the  literary 
family  that  occupies  it.  At  tlie  time  of  the  remoAnl  of  the  association 
to  Astor  Place  it  had  a membershi])  of  about  tlu-ee  thousand  merchants' 
clerks,  and  the  liliraiy  consisted  of  rdiout  tAventy  thousand  Aadumes  : in 
18S3  the  number  of  ])ersons  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library  and 
reading-room — active  and  subscriliing  members,  honorary  menibei‘s. 
editors  using  the  lilirary,  and  Clinton  Hall  stockholders — aauis  ahoiit 

Cincinnati,  founded  a professorship  in  Auburn  Seminary,  and  erected  Tappan  Hall  at 
Oberlin,  AA’ith  his  brother  Le^is,  who  removed  from  Boston  to  New  York  in  lS-27.  hf 
established  the  New  York  Jo’inial  of  Commerce.  He  wus  one  of  the  early  and  most  vi;:r''i'- 
oiis  opponents  of  slavery,  and  established  the  Em'Uu'tpnUjr  in  iSSSas  theorszan  of  the  New 
York  Anti-Slavery  Society,  of  which  lie  was  one  of  the  chief  found ers.  He  was  mc.d<- 
president  of  the  American  Anti  Slavery  Society,  organized  in  rhiladcl})hia,  to  winch, 
for  some  time  he  ^ave  SldCO  a month.  The  timuicial  troubles  of  1S37  ruined  their 
house.  Lewis  estahlislied  a mercantile  a;^ency,  and  in  this  business  Arthur  joined  luiii 
in  1812.  He  had  puveii  up  all  his  ])ropcrty  to  his  creditors,  and  never  lost  lii.-;  riu>ura- 
tion  as  an  lioiu  st  man.  To  the  end  of  his  life  ho  was  the  same  earnest  and  beiicveh  ut 
Christian, 
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s.n*en  thoiisaiKl.  The  association  is  cleai*  of  debt.  The  number  of 
books  in  the  library  (bSSdj  was  over 
The  Amekican  Ixsan i:te  of  the  Cri  v of  Xew  York  was  organized 
in  l'^28  by  a few  enterprising  citizens,  it  is  said,  wlio  met  in  a small 
room  in  Tammany  Hall,  corner  of  Spruce  and  Xassau  streets.  Its  ob- 
jects were  to  encourage  and  promote  domestic  industiw  in  the  United 
States  by  bestowing  rewards  and  other  benehts  on  ])crsons  excelling 
or  making  improvements  in  the  branches  of  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  the  arts.  This  is  the  acce])ted  history  of  the  origin 
of  the  American  Institute.  Its  origin  may  lie  found  in  a notable  move- 
ment at  an  earlier  date.  In  the  spring  of  1S28  Peter  II.  Schenck,  the 
founder  of  the  Glenhani  Manufacturing  Company,  in  Dutchess  County, 
X.  Y.,  issued  a call  for  a convention  of  woollen  manufacturers  to 
assemble  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  in  Albany.  Only  three  pei'sons  responded 
to  the  call,  namely,  Peter  II.  Schenck  and  Elias  Titus,  of  Dutchess 
County,  and  William  Philli])s,  of  Orange  County,  X.  Y.  X’ot  dis- 
couraged by  this  seeming  indiiTerence,  these  three  woollen  manufac- 
turers organized  a convention  by  the  appointment  of  l\Ir.  Phillips 
president,  ]\Ir.  Titus  vice-president,  and  2^lr.  Schenck  secretary.  Tliey 
passed  a series  of  resolutions,  and  authorized  the  secretary  to  call  a 
national  convention  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yoi-k.  It  was  done,  and 
Clinton  Hall,  then  lately  erected,  wais  designated  as  the  })lace  for  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  early  in  the  summer. 

There  was  a numerous  attendance  of  woollen  manufacturers  at  Clin- 
ton Hall  from  all  ])arts  of  the  country.  They  oiganized  an  association. 
Cotton  manufacturei’s  were  admitted  to  it,  and  tinaliy  practitioners  of 
all  trades  ; and  at  a meeting  in  the  fall  the  ass(.>ciati<^n  assumed  the 
name  of  “ The  American  Institute,”  which  it  still  bcafs.'t 

The  Legislature  of  Xew  York  granted  the  Institute  a charter  of 
Incorporation  in  1820.  Its  lirst  ])resident  was  William  Eew,  Avhose 


* The  association  has  had  fifty-five  presidents.  The  officers  for  1881-82  vere  : Charles 
II.  Patrick,  president  ; A.  II.  Timpson,  vice-president  ; Kohert  L.  (,’onrsen,  treasurer,  and 
A.  Wetinore,  Jr.,  secretary. 

f Elias  Titus  vas  the  last  survivor  of  the  three  real  fountlers  of  the  American  Institute. 
He  died  in  July,  1880.  At  the  time  of  the  little  oonventinn  at  Allviny  he  had  just  estab- 
lished a woollen-mill  on  Wappinger’s  Creek,  four  or  five  miles  from  Poughkeepsie. 
For  many  years  previous  to  his  death  it  was  carried  on  nndi  r the  firm  name  of  Elias 
Titus  A Sons.  The  sons  still  continue  the  business.  It  is  a notable  fact  that  during 
the  long  period  of  fifty-four  years,  so  skilfully  has  the  establishment  been  conducted  and 
so  unsuspected  has  ])oen  the  business  standing  (A'  its  ])roprietors  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
business,  the  mills  have  never  suspended  work  excLptingin  the  ease  c>f  an  acc'ident  or  for 
the  puri>ose  of  making  repairs. 
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name  appears  prominent  in  many  public  movements  for  the  l)ent'tii 
society  at  that  time.  John  .Mason  was  the  lirst  vice-president,  Poto  i- 
Ehis  treasm-er,  and  ThaJdens  Ih  AVakeman  corresponding-  seci-ei.ti  v. 
Zy[r.  AVakeman  was  for  more  than  twenty  veal’s  one  of  the  most  a(.‘li\  - 
members  of  the  Institute.  Indeed,  lie  has  been  called  tlie  father  of  tli,- 
American  Institute.  He  served  it  as  secretary  from  1828  till 
exce])ting  one  year. 

The  first  manufacturers’  fair  or  exhibition  of  the  American  Institm.- 
was  held  in  the  Alasonic  Hall,  which  .stood  on  Broadway  near  re;n ' 
Street,  and  nearly  op[)osite  the  City  Hospital.  The  Hon.  Edward 
Everett,  then  thirty-four  yeai*s  of  age,  delivered  the  first  anniversaiy 
address  in  1829.  It  was  a brilliant  dis])lay  of  oratory.  The  add^(‘S'^ 
was  puldished,  and  went  thi-ough  two  or  three  editions.  The  fair  wa^ 
a great  success  in  every  respect. 

After  holding  live  other  fairs  at  the  Alasonic  Hall,  it  was  necessary  in 
have  more  ample  room.  Aililo's  Garden,  on  Broadway  near  Brim-!- 
Street,  Avas  chosen  for  the  [impose.  Alany  shook  their  heads  in  douhi 
wlien  this  spot  Avas  selected  so  far  up  toAvn.  But  the  fair  Avas  avi‘1! 
attended,  and  the  exliibitions  Avere  held  there,  Avitli  ever-increasine 
popularity,  until  the  })lac(^  avuis  consumed  by  fire  in  1849. 

Castle  Garden,  at  the  Battery,  Avas  next  selected  as  the  ])lace  for  tla‘ 
annual  exhibition,  and  there  tliey  Avere  held  for  scA'en  successiA’e  yeais. 
Then  the  managers  of  the  Institute  took  a liolder  step  than  Avhen  they 
chose  Xiblo’s  Garden  for  their  ])lace  of  exhibition.  Tlie  Cry.stal  Pal- 
ace, built  in  1S5‘)  for  the  exhibition  of  the  industries  of  all  nations,  Avas 
standing  empty.  Tlie  managers  of  the  Institute  chose  it  for  their  fair 
in  1855.  It  Avas  on  the  northern  verge  of  the  more  refined  society, 
occupying  a ])ortion  of  Beservoii*  Squai’e,  lietAveen  Fortieth  and  Eoi-ty- 
second  streets.  Tlie  late  exhibitions  had  made  the  citizens  acquainted 
Avith  that  remote  region,  and  tlie  fair  Avas  successful.  In  that  }>al- 
ace"’  three  other  faii-s  were  successively  held,  Avhen,  on  a bright  day  in 
Octolier  (5th),  1858,  tii’e  assailed  the  huilding  and  the  rich  collection^ 
of  the  Amei’ican  Institute,  and  laid  them  in  ashes  in  the  space  of  one 
hour. 

It  Avas  siqiposed  by  some  that  this  terrible  blow  Avould  be  fatal  to  tlii' 
American  Institute.  It  reveled,  but  did  not  fall.  Adversity  stimiilati’o 
increasi'd  activity,  and  to  the  surprise  of  many  the  Institute  held  a 
fair  tlie  next  yeai-  in  Palace  Garden,  in  Foui'teenth  Street,  on  the  site  <>. 
the  (presmvtl  armory  of  the  TAventy-si'cond  Regiment.  There  tie' 
Instituti’  fairs  A\'(M'e  held  for  several  successive  years,  and  these  avci--- 
uniformly  pro]  it  able. 
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For  forty  years  the  Aniei'iean  Institute  Inul  been  a wanderer.  It 
vearned  for  a home — a more  .s})acioiis  one,  and  possildy  a piU'manent 
one.  On  Third  Avenue,  iietween  Sixty-thii’d  and  Sixty-fourtli  streets, 
was  a large  building  which  had  been  erecte<l  for  a skating  rink.  Tliese 
premises  the  Institute  leased  in  iSdS.  Three  buildings  were  added  to 
the  rink,  wlien  tlie  whole  covered  forty  building  lots  between  Second 
and  Third  avenues.  There  is  ample  space  for  tlie  exhibitiems,  which 
are  kept  o|)en  several  weeks.  There  is  a promenade  concert  given  each 
evening  during  the  exhibition,  which  attracts  young  people. 

The  office  and  other  rooms  of  the  Institute  are  in  the  Coo])cr  Union. 
The  library,  established  in  lS3d  by  contributitms  of  So  each  from  mem- 
bem  of  the  Institute,  contains  over  eleven  thousand  volumes.  The 
purcliases  of  books  have  been  conhned  to  W(3i*ks  on  agriculture,  chem- 
istry, and  the  industrial  arts.  The  Institute  is  divided  into  three 
sections — namely,  the  Farmers'  Club,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  ; the  rolytechnic  Section,  under  tlie  direction  of 
the  Coimnittee  on  IManufactuivs  ; and  the  riiotogra|)hical  Section, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Chemistry  and  Optics.  The 
Institute  is  governed  by  a board  of  trustees,  elected  by  the  members. 

The  cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  had  not  l,)een  conspicuous  in  the  city 
of  Xew  York  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  and  only  a 
single  institution  professedly  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  a taste  for 
pictures  existed.  It  maintained  only  a feeble  existence  from  the 
pabulum  of  pul)lic  ])atronage. 

The  fii’st  school  of  art  in  the  city  was  opened  about  ITOd  by  Archi- 
bald liobertson,  a young  Scotchman,  who  came  U)  Amei'ica  on  the 
invitation  of  Dr.  Kemp,  of  Columbia  Colk'ge.  11  is  advent  was  under 
very  favorable  auspices.  He  was  the  bearer  of  the  famous  box,  made 
of  the  oak  tree  that  sheltered  AVallace,  wliich  the  Fail  of  Ihichan  sent 
to  President  Abishington,  with  a request  that  he  should  allow  Pobert- 
son  to  paint  his  portrait.  The  President  graciously  com])lied.  lie 
invited  the  young  artist  to  dinnei’,  and  both  la'  ami  Mrs.  AVasliington 
sat  to  Pidiertson,  who  jiainted  their  poifi'aits  in  miniature.  That  of 
AVashington  he  copied  in  oil,  the  natuinl  size,  and  sent  it  to  tlie  earl. 

Young  Pobertson  opened  a seminary  for  teaching  tla‘  arts  of  design 
in  water-colors  and  crayon,  and  called  it  tlie  Columbia  A(‘ademv  of 
Painting.  He  was  quite  successful,  and  when,  ten  years  afterwai-d, 

'*  The  ofTicers  of  the  lustitnte  for  1SS3  live  : Cyrns;  IT.  Lontrel,  president  : Thoni.is 
Rnttt/r:ind  Walter  Shriver,  viee-presidents  ; Churh'S  IMoK.  Loesor.  secretary,  ainl  E Iwar d 
Schell,  treasurer. 
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the  association  alliuled  to  was  foi’ined  for  tlie  cultivation  of  a taste  f.»r 
the  line  arts,  lie- assisted  in  the  task  with  his  knowledge  and  advice. 

This  association  had  been  suggested  by  Itobert  It.  Livingston,  wh.i 
was  the  United  States  niinistei*  at  the  court  of  First  Consul  Lonapart^s 
An  associati()n  was  formed  in  isod,  and  was  composed  chietiy  of  gca- 
tleinen  of  every  profession  excepting  artists.  John  II.  ^Murray,  a naa-- 
chant  of  taste  and  lil)erality,  furnished  the  means  for  procuring  from 
Europe,  through  ^Minister  Livingston,  a fair  collection  of  casts  fnjm 
antique  sculptures.  The  society  was  fully  organized  on  Decendjer 
1802,  Avith  Edward  Livingston  as  president.  It  Avas  incorporated  in 
February,  ISoS,  Avith  the  title  of  The  American  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts.” 

The  casts  that  were  sent  oA^er  by  Minister  LiAingston  AA'ere  parti v 
presents  from  Eomiparte,  in  acknoAvledgment  of  the  compliment  of  hon- 
orary membership  Avhich  the  association  had  bestoAved  upon  him.  lie 
afterAA'ard  sent  to  the  Academy  tAventy-four  large  volumes  of  Italian 
engravings  and  several  portfolios  of  draAvings. 

The  liberal  design  of  tlie  founders  of  tlie  Academy  to  establish  a 
museum  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  Avas  not  carried  out. 
After  tAAm  unsuccessful  exhilntions  of  the  casts  and  a feAv  pictures,  the 
former  Avere  stored,  and  remained  useless  and  unknoAvn  for  many  years. 
Indeed  the  A'ery  existence  of  the  Academy  aaois  almost  forgotten  by  the 
publifo  Finally,  in  an  elfort  Avas  made  to  resuscitate  the  Acad- 

emy. Leading  citizens  gaAn  their  countenance  and  support.  Among 
the  most  active  of  tiiese  Aveiv  De  AYitt  Clinton,  Dr.  Ilosack,  CadAAudla- 
der  Golden,  and  other  iidiuential  citizens.  Clinton  aatis  made  president 
of  the  Academy.  lioom  Avas  procuiaal  of  the  city  authorities  in  the 
old  almshouse  (on  the  site  of  the  ncAv  Couil-IIouse\,  and  there,  in 
October  of  that  year,  the  casts  and  many  excellent  pictures  Avere 
exhibited,  Joseph  Bona]xirte  (also  an  honorary  member)  lending  some 
from  his  rare  collection  for  the  jungose.  The  exhibition  wars  a no\nlty, 
and  the  receipts  exceeiled  all  expectati<An. 

Clinton  AAUis  succeeded  in  the  presidency  by  Colonel  J(.)hn  Trumbull, 
then  almost  seventy  yeais;  of  age.  Trumlndl  inaugurated  a.  narroAV  and 
uuAvise  policy  in  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  it  soon  declined 
in  public  fa\r)r.  Instead  of  being  a school  of  art,  it  became  a society 
for  the  exhil)ition  of  pictures,  and  the  same  })ictures  AA'ere  exhil)ite(,l 
season  after  season.  The  noA'elty  aauis  gone,  and  the  ])ublic  AvithdreAV 
its  ])atr(Anage.  Another  institution  s})rang  into  vigorous  coni])etition 
for  public  faA'or,  and  in  a feAv  yeai’s  the  American  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  expired. 
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A catalogue  of  tlie  tenth  exhibition  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Fine  Arts  lies  before  me.  It  denotes  one  liumh'ed  and  lifty-six  pieces 
in  the  exhibition — paintings,  scul|)ture,  and  engravinu’s.  These  were 
mostly  the  same  pictures  that  hung  on  the  walls  in  Thert*  were 

a few  new  ones  by  living  artists  in  America.  Of  these  one  half  wero 
from  the  hand  of  Colonel  Trumbull,  the  president  of  the  Academy. 
The  living  local  contributoi*s  were  oidy  sixteen  in  number.''-  AVhat 
a contrast  was  this  exhibition,  less  than  sixtv  vears  a<»*o,  with  the 
exhibitions  to-day  of  the  Ahitional  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design,  the 
successor  of  the  American  Academv  of  Fine  Arts.  The  catalogue  of 
the  lifty-eighth  annual  exhibition  (ISSo)  of  the  last-named  institution 
denotes  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  pieces  and  four  hundred  and  lifty- 
one  artists.  Xot  one  of  the  pieces  was  ever  exhibited  l>efore. 

The  officers  of  the  American  Academy  of  Fdne  Arts  at  the  time  of 
its  demise  were  : John  Trumbull,  ])resident,  and  Archibald  Robertson, 
secretary  and  keeper.  The  directors  were  : AVilliam  Cracicn  IJenjamin 
Rogers,  Henry  F.  Rogem,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  Ai’chiliald  Rob- 
ertson, Henry  Brevoort,  Jr.,  Samuel  L.  Waldo,  Philip  Hone,  Ezra 
Weeks,  William  Cooper,  and  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  Al.D.  The  academi- 
cians were  : John  Trumbull,  AVhlliain  S.  Leney,  John  Alacomb,  Samuel 
L.  Waldo,  William  Dunlap,  Peter  Alaverick,  Archiliald  Robertson, 
Alexander  Robertson,  Alexander  Anderson,  Vrilliam  Rollins,  G.  B. 
Brown,  A.  Dickinson,  John  A^anderlyn,  and  d.  O'Doimel. 

* These  were  John  Trnmbiill,  John  Wesley  Jarvis,  William  Dunlap,  G.  IMarsiglia,  C.  C. 
Ingham,  Henry  Inman,  Waldo  and  Jewell,  Rembrandt  Pealo,  N.  Rogers,  James  Herring, 
Jr.,  N.  Jocelyn,  W.  Rirch,  Hiss  Peale,  William  Wall,  A.  R.  Durand  (engraving  of  Trum- 
bull’s “Declaration  of  Independence”),  and  Gilbert  Stuart. 
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CHAPTER  Tin. 


HE  Xational  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design,  it  has  heen 


observed,  was  the  competitor  for  pid)lic  fame  and  the  successor  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Pdnc  .\rts.  It  was  the  logical  product  of 
the  naiTow,  ungenerous,  and  unwise  judicy  of  tlie  latter  institution. 

AVhen  Colonel  John  Trumind],  a soldier  in  and  an  artist  of  the  period 
of  the  old  war  for  inde])endence,  became  president  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts  in  Xew  York,  on  the  retirement  of  De  ^Vitt 
Clinton,  he  introduced  a policy  which  was  calculated  to  repress  rather 
than  to  encourage  the  aspirations  of  those  who  felt  the  ins})iration  of 
inborn  genius  for  art.  Trumbull  had  lived  to  the  life-period  of 
‘threescore  and  ten,”  and  dmlng  a time  when  there  vras  very  little 
encouragement,  eitlier  in  words  of  j)raise  or  offerings  of  money,  for  the 
practitioner  of  the  fine  arts.  Almost  the  only  bnmch  of  fine  art  in 
America  productive  of  a livelihood  for  the  artist  was  that  of  portrait 
painting.  It  ministered  to  egotism,  and  was  patronized.  Therefore 
Trumbull,  who  aspired  to  the  ])osition  of  an  historic  ])ainter,  had  been 
full  of  grievous  disappointments  ; and  in  comparative  poverty  tow- 
ard the  end  of  his  earthly  life,  he  seems  to  have  felt  that  a part  of 
his  future  benevolent  mission  in  society  was  to  prevent  clever  young 
men  from  following  his  unproductive  ])rofession  as  a vocation.  To  tfie 
admirable  artist,  the  now  venerable  JVeir,  when  the  youth  sliowed  him 
evidences  of  genius  and  asked  his  advice,  the  veteran  said,  ‘‘  You  had 
better  nml'e  shoes  than  attempt  to  junnf  them.”  And  to  the  bright 
and  enthusiastic  ijoy,  Agate,  when  the  lad  timidly  showed  the  Aestor 
some  of  his  excellent  sketches,  Trumbull  said,  ‘‘  (fo  saw  wood  I” 

Yet  Trumbull  was  not  naturally  a churl.  He  was  a kind-hearted, 
courteous  gentkmian,  a scholar,  a true  lover  of  art  and  sincere  admirer 
of  genius.  Rut  lie  had  becmne  soured  by  vicissitudes,  aiul  was  totally 
unfitted  l>y  circumstances  for  the  inijiortant  jiosition  of  chief  manager 
of  such  an  institution  as  he  then  conti'olled. 

Colonel  Trumbull  pei*sistently  opposed  the  establishment  of  scliools 
of  art  in  coiuKH-tion  with  the  Academy,  and  whmi  the  dii'cctors  had 
resolved  to  do  so,  he  imjiosed  such  restrictions  and  allowed  such 
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rjiibamissments  that  yoinu:  stiuhaits  were  ])ractic':illy  prohibited  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  drawing  from  the  easts  in  tlie 
Aeadeniy.  It  was  stijmlated  that  they  should  di'aw  oidy  in  summej*, 
ami  then  between  the  hours  of  six  and  nine  in  the  morning.  Those 
who  adtempted  to  com}>ly  with  tliese  rules  were  often  subjected  to 
indignities  at  the  hands  of  a surly  janitor,  who  “ ])ut  on  airs”  because 
he  had  been  a “ Continental  soldier,”  and  this  conduct  was  ever 
imrebuked  by  the  president. 

An  unwise  revision  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Academy  was  made,  in 
wliich  discriminations  against  ])rofessional  artists  were  so  cons'picuous 
that  they  felt  sorely  aggrieved.  It  was  decreed  that  academicians, 
not  to  exceed  twenty  in  number,  professional  artists,  should  be  chosen 
bv  the  directors  from  the  stockholders.  As  few  ai'tists  were  then  rich 
enough  to. become  stockholdem,  the  number  of  academicians  was  very 
small.  Only  three  artists  were  allowed  a place  in  the  board  of  eleven 
directors,  and  so  artists  were  virtually  excluded  from  the  management 
of  the  institution.  None  but  “ artists  of  distinguished  tnerit”  were 
j)ermitted  to  exhibit  their  works,  wliile  amateurs  were  riv'Hed  “ to 
expose  in  the  gallery  of  the  Academy  any  of  their  performances," 
These  discriminations  were  olfensive  to  the  artists  of  the  city.  It 
elfectually  barred  all  young  and  growing  artists  who  were  \'et  “ un- 
known to  lame”  from  exhibiting  works  in  the  Academy. 

At  length  an  open  rupture  between  the  city  artists  and  the  Academy 
occurred.  At  that  juncture  (early  in  18:25)  a tall,  slender,  personally 
attractive  young  portrait  painter  was  among  the  aggrievetl.  lie  had 
struggled  for  existence  in  tlie  city,  with  poverty  in  obscurity,  while 
waiting  for  commissioits  ; now  he  was  known  and  prosperous.  Social 
in  his  instincts,  kindly  in  his  nature,  he  had  beheld  with  much  concern 
that  the  artists  of  the  city  were  standing  a]rirt,  in  an  attitude  of 
indilference  toward  each  other,  if  not  in  actual  antagonism.  This  state 
of  things  his  loving  nature  deplored,  and  by  his  winning  ways  and  maidy 
words  lie  had  succeeded  in  bringing  most  of  the  artists  into  fratiu'iial 
social  relations  with  each  other.  This  was  a most  auspicious  circum- 
stance at  this. critical  moment  in  the  history  of  the  line  arts  in  the  city 
of  Xew  York.  There  was  a perfect  sympathy  of  feeling  concau'uing 
the  grievances  of  the  city  artists,  and  they  were  n'ady  to  act  in  concert 
in  an  elfoi't  to  ])rovide  a remedy  for  them.  TTie  artist  alluded  to  was 
Samuel  F.  B.  Aforne,  afterward  the  famous  tamer  of  the  steeds  of 
Phaethon  to  the  common  intellectual  uses  of  man. 

Among  the  younc’or  of  the  agericviMl  artists  Avas  Thomas  S.  r'r.;u.- 
mings,  a young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  and  a student  w ith  licnrv 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Inman. ^ In  cons(?quence  of  a personal  affront  and  persistent  in  jii-air,- 
toward  art  students,  young  (dimmings  drew  iij)  a remonstrance  aiwi 
petition  to  the  dii'i'ctors  of  the  Academy,  setting  forth  in  tlie  foi’mvr 
the  grounds  of  com])laint  by  the  artists,  and  in  the  latter  praying  tlua 
students  might  enjoy,  without  unnecessary  hindrance,  the  })rivileges 
which  the  directors  had  invited  them.  The  j)etition  was  Avarmly  com- 
mended by  the  artists.  Eai*ly  in  tlie  fall  of  1S25  many  of  them  assem- 
bled at  the  studio  of  Air.  Aloi’se,  when  it  was  concluded  that  furtlaa- 
efforts  to  conciliate  the  directois;  and  managers  of  the  Academy  woiiM 
be  useless,  for  there  was  a ])otent  energy  within  the  governirient  of  the 
institution  inimical  to  the  artists,  and  uncontrollable  by  the  few  diinct- 
ors  Avho  took  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs.  The  petition  was  not 
presented. 

At  tlie  conference  in  Ids  studio  (Xo.  GO  Broadway)  Alorse  suggested 
that  an  association  ndght  l)e  formed  for  the  ju’onndion  of  tlie  arts  of 
design  and  the  assistance  of  students,  composed  wholly  of  artists,  as 
such  an  association  ought  to  be.  This  suggestion  Avas  heartily  ap- 
proA’^ed,  and  a formal  meeting  of  the  artists  of  Xew  A^ork  was  held  on 
the  OA^ening  of  XoA'ember  8,  1825,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Xew  l^ork  His- 
torical Society.  Asher  Brown  Dumnd  Avas  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Air.  Alorse  Avas  a|)pointed  secretary.  At  that  meeting  an  association, 
to  be  composed  of  architects,  painters,  sculptors,  and  engTaAmrs,  wns 
organized,  and  called  “ The  Xew  A'ork  DraAving  Association,"  with 
Air.  Alorse  as  ])resident.  Its  rules  Avei'e  fcAV  and  simple.  They  pi*o- 
videdthat  its  members  should  meet  in  the  eAmning,  three  times  a wc('k, 
for  drawing  ; that  each  member  should  fimiish  his  oAvn  draAving  mate- 
rials ; that  the  expenses  for  light,  fuel,  etc.,  should  lie  paid  by  eijual 
contributions  ; that  new  members  should  be  admitted  on  a majoi-ity 
Amte,  on  the  payment  of  8-">  entrance  fee,  and  that  the  lain})  should 

* Henry  Inniiin  was  for  many  years  the  leading  ])ortrait  j>aiiiter  of  the  country,  lit 
was  horn  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  (Aotober,  ISOI.  Ho  became  a pupil  of  John  AVe.sley  Jarvis,  and 
early  excelled  in  the  i)ainting  of  miniature  portraits.  He  afterward  devoted  his  labors 
almo.st  entirely  to  the  produotion  of  portraits  in  oil,  and  spent  some  time  in  Philadelphia 
and  Boston  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  Failing  health  induced  him  to  visit  Eng- 
land in  1814,  where  he  painted  portraits  of  Dr.  Chalmers.  AVordsworth,  Alacaulay,  and 
other  celebrated  men  tiien  living.  Returning  in  184u  with  unrestored  health,  ho  un- 
dertook to  furnish  the  National  Cai>itol  with  a series  of  pictures  illustrating  the  settle- 
ment of  the  AVest,  hut  did  not  eom{)lete  the  first  one  he  undertoedn * He  was  a versatih- 
painter.  After  his  death  a collection  of  one  hundred  iind  twenty-seven  of  his  picture; 
was  exhibited  tor  tin*  liem  tit  of  his  family.  Air.  Inman  vas  at  one  time  viee-iu'esidi-nf 
of  the  Nari(uial  .Vea.deuiy  of  the  .Vrts  of  I>(  sign.  He  had  extpiisilc  literary  taste,  ami  ur  u.e 
some  valuable  hketeln.^.  He  died  in  New  A'ork  in  January,  I8l(). 
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Ih‘  liL^'litcd  at  six  o'clock  and  extinguished  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
rv^'iiing. 

**  The  Lamp  !"  It  was  a famous  illuminator,  which  was  extolled  in 
song  as 

“ A bright  volcano  hoisted  high  in  air, 

Smoking  like  Etna,  shedding  lurid  light 
On  gods  and  goddesses  and  heroes  rare, 

Who  were  unmindful  of  their  dingy  plight.” 

This  lam|)  was  a tin  can,  holding  about  half  a gallon  of  oil,  with  a 
wick  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  set  upon  a })ost  about  ten  feet  in 
height.  To  secure  suflicient  light  the  wick  was  ke|)t  *’  high,”  which 
made  it  smoke  intensely,  and  showers  of  lampblack  fell  softly  on  every 
object  in  the  i*oom. 

The  organization  of  the  Xew  York  Drawing  Association  was  the 
])lanting  of  the  germ  of  the  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design. 
Tlie  president  of  the  old  Academy  claimed  the  members  of  the 
Drawing  Association  as  students  of  the  elder  institution.  One  even- 
ing, a few  weeks  after  tlieir  organization.  Colonel  Ti’uml)ull  entered 
their  room  while  they  were  at  work,  took  the  |)resident's  chair,  and 
beckoned  young  Cummings  to  him.  He  offered  him  the  matriculation 
])ook  of  the  Academy,  with  a request  that  he  and  Ids  felhwv-members 
should  enter  their  names  in  it  as  students  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Fine  Axils.”  Cummings  politely  declined  to  rec(dve  the  book,  and 
bowing  respectfully,  retij'cd.  Ilis  fellow^-members  kcj)t  on  with  their 
work  unmindful  of  the  venerable  intruder,  avIio  soon  left  the  room, 
saviiui'  in  a loud  voice,  ” YoiiTm-  <’-entlemen,  I have  hh’t  the  matricula- 
tion  book  : when  vou  have  sifrned  it,  return  it  to  the  secrcdarv  of  the 
Academy.” 

There  Avas  a flutter  of  e.xcitement  among  the  artists  pi'csent  after  the 
intruder  had  retired.  President  Alorso  called  the  members  to  order. 
Avlien  the  questions  we]*e  discussed  : “ Have  Ave  any  ivlation  to  th(‘ 
American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  Are  Ave  its  stu(h*nts  t"  The 

association  replied  to  the  first  question.  “ Yone  Avhatevei\''  and  to  the 
second  (piestion,  AVe  are  vof  students  of  tlie  Acadeiny.  AVe  liaA-e 
been  set  adrift,  and  Ave  have  staited  on  our  own  resonrc(‘s." 

The  die  was  noAV  cast.  Pi’onqit  action  Avas  inwessary,  and  it  Avas 
boldly  taken.  Tlio  feAV  small  casts  wliidi  tlu'  association  had  boi'rowed 
from  the  Academy  AV(?re  sent  back  Avith  coiuteously  (‘Xpre-sstnl  thaidvs. 
AVt  th('re  was  a strong  dt‘sir»'  to  fnitornizi'  Avith  tin'  old  institution,  ;ind 
arrangements  t<)  that  end  Avere  made  by  conb'reiUA,'  committees.  It 
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was  agreed  that  the  Drawing  Assoeiatiou  should  liave  six  rej)res('nt;i- 
tives  in  the  hoard  of  directors  of  the  Academy.  To  make  four  of  \\u- 
six  cliosen  for  seats,  stockliolders,  to  meet  the  requirement  of  the  la\\> 
of  the  Academy,  the  amount  required  was  })aid  out  of  the  treasury  (»t 
the  association.  At  tlie  election  which  occurred,  a fortnight  affer* 
ward,  only  three  of  trie  six  chosen  were  elected. 

This  violation  of  a st>lenm  conq)act,  this  taking  their  money  hy  a hi  1st* 
pretext,  made  the  memhei's  of  the  Drawing  Association  very  indignant. 
The  last  link  which  hound  them  to  the  Academy,  l.iy  honor  or  court(\sy. 
liad  been  ruthlessly  broken.  The  elected  members  refused  to  sena*. 
The  Drawing  Association,  feeling  itself  competent  to  form  an  inde- 
pendent academy,  resolved  to  do  so,  and  to  oi*ganize  a new  instituticn, 
to  be  managed  by  artists  alone,  and  founded  on  sucli  liberal  ])rinciplcs 
as  should  tend  to  stimulate  and  foster  a love  for  the  practice  of  the  arts 
of  design. 

For  this  pur])ose  the  Aiew  York  Drawing  xVssociation  met  on  the 
evening  of  the  Idth  of  January,  lS2(h  The  president,  !Mr.  ^lorse, 
after  stating  the  chief  ol)ject  of  the  meeting,  proposed  a plan  of  organi- 
zation as  follows  : ‘'Let  every  member,'’  he  said,  ‘‘take  home  with 
him  a list  of  all  the  mem  Inns  of  cmr  association.  Let  each  one  select 
for  himself  from  the  wliole  list,  fifteen  whom  he  would  call  })rofcs- 
sional  artists,  to  be  the  ticket  which  he  will  give  at  the  next  meeting. 
The  fifteen  thus  chosen  .shall  immediately  select  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  fifteen  professional  artists,  in  or  out  of  the  association,  who 
shall  with  the  ])revious  fifteen  constitute  a body  to  lie  celled  The 
FTational  Academy  of  the  .Vrts  of  Design.  To  these  slndl  be  delegated 
all  powers  to  manage  its  alTaii's.'’ 

^fr.  Morse,  alluding  to  the  name  he  had  chosen  for  the  new  Acad- 
emy, said  : Any  less  name  than  ‘ A’ational  ’ would  be  taking  one 

lielow  the  American  .Veademy,  and  tlierefore  is  not  desirable.  If  wt‘ 
a.re  sinqdy  associated  ai-tists.  their  name  would  swallow  us  tqi  ; ther{'- 
fore  ‘ Aational  ’ seems  a gropm*  one.  As  to  the  ‘ Arts  of  Design  ' — 
|)ainting,  sculpture,  architecture,  and  engraving — while  the  fine  arts 
include  poetry,  music.  landsca])c  gardening,  and  the  histrioidc  arts,  our 
name  would  expre.ss  the  exact  character  of  our  institution,  and  that 
only."'-"' 

iM’onse's  ])lan  was  adopted  liy  unanimous  consent,  and  on  the  evening 
of  January  IS,  the  oiganization  of  the  ATitional  Academy  of  the 

■"  See  “Tlic  Xiitiorml  AcaiT-ny  of  tlio  .\r:s  of  DosiLCi  ;aul  its  Survivin;^'  Founders,"  in 
]I(iri»'r  s Miujaziiu:  tor  ^Fiv,  IS'^C.  l)V  Ik'n.sou  J.  Lussing. 
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Alts  of  Design  was  completed  Iw  the  election  of  S,  F.  P>.  ^Forse  president, 
.Inlm  1^.  Morton  secretary,  and  A.  ]>.  Duraial  ti-easiirer.  niitil  a constitu- 
tion should  be  adopted.  Tliis  was  soon  done,  when  Thomas  S.  Cum- 
mings was  elected  treasurer,  and  tilled  that  im])orta.nt  olih-i'  for  fully 
forty  consecutive  years  afterward.  Of  the  tliirty  artists  who  were  its 
founders,  oidy  three  now  flSSo)  remain  ipxm  the  earth — namely,  A.  I>. 
Durand,  John  Evers,  and  Thomas  S.  Cummings.  The  following  are 
ih(‘  names  of  the  founders  : Samuel  Finley  Freese  IMorse,  Henry 
Inman,  Asher  Brown  Durand,  John  Frazee,  'William  TCall,  Chatles  C. 
Ingham,  MTlliam  Dunlap,  Deter  ^faverick,  Ttliiel  Town,  Thomas  S. 
(’ummings,  Edward  C.  Potter,  Charles  C.  AY  right,  Mosely  J.  Dan- 
forth,  Hugh  Eeinagle,  Gerlando  IMarsiglia,  Samuel  AYaldo,  AA'illiam 
Jewett,  John  AY.  Paradise,  Frederick  S.  Agate,  Pembrandt  Peale, 
James  Coyle,  Xathaniel  Bogers,  J.  Parisen,  AYilliani  Alain,  John  Evers, 
Alartin  E.  Thompson,  Thomas  Cole,  John  Vanderlyn,  Alexander  An- 
derson, and  D.  AY.  AYilson. 

Tiie  new  institution  began  its  w'ork  with  promptness  and  vigoi-.  An 
Antique  School  was  opened  in  a room  procured  of  the  Philosophical 
Society,  and  in  AFay  (IS'26)  the  tirst  exhibition  of  the  Academy  was 
o])ened  in  the  second  story  of  a house  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Ueade  Street,  lighted  l)v  day  with  ordinary  side- windows,  and  at  night 
by  six  gas-burners.’^  The  })ictures  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
in  number,  all  lyv  living  artists,  and  never  exhibited  before.  The  ])ri- 
vate  view  of  these  pictures  Avas  attended  by  Governor  Clinton  and  his 
suite,  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city,  the  presidimt  and 
faculty  of  Columbia  College,  ainl  distinguished  persons  in  ATnv  A^ork. 
It  was  a fixed  rule  of  the  Academy  that  a picture  should  be  (ex]iil)it<nl 
but  once.  This  insured  novelty.  The  new  institution  was  vcmw  popular 
from  the  beginning. 

o o 

The  old  Academy  and  its  friends  chose  to  consider  its  young  sister  as 
a rival,  and  unfair  criticisms  of  its  first  exhibition,  ung('in>rous  attacks 
upon  the  reputation  of  some  of  its  members,  snem's  concei'ning  the 
inea})acity  of  artists  to  manage  business  a Ifaiis;,  and  free  propheci(‘s  of 
its  speedy  failure  and  demise  were  seen  in  the  daily  news])a]ters.  The 

* The  introduction  of  illuminatin'^  gas  had  not  yet  become  general  in  the  city.  The 
first  attempt  to  introduce  it  in  the  United  States  was  made  at  Dalrimoii.'  between  IMG 
and  1820.  It  was  a failure.  In  1822  it  was  successfully  introduced  into  Boston,  ami  in 
1823  the  first  company  for  its  introduction  into  New  York  was  formed,' M ith  u capital  of 
$I,(J00,000,  It  was  incorporated  as  “ The  Now  York  (laslight  Company.”  The  })eo}>Ie 
wt-re  slow  to  ado['t  it.  ami  the  conqiany  was  not  in  full  operation  befor«'  1827,  when  the 
I'opulation  of  the  city  was  about  1GU,0UU. 
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cliief  managers  were  s])oken  of  as  beardless  boys."'  One  individuid, 
who  liad  been  denied  admission  to  its  meml)ership  because  of  his  (jU:ir 
relsome  disposition,  kept  up  these  attacks  for  years,  l)ut  Avhen  am>  ;ui'> 
])Overty  became  his  companions  he  acknowledged  his  erroi*. 

Meanwhile  the  old  Academy  was  dying  for  want  of  nourishnuMit . 
Attempts  had  l)een  made  by  it  to  prolong  its  existence  by  union  will- 
its  vigorous  sister,  but  faikal,  and  in  ls41  it  expired.  Its  statuary  w;ls 
purchased  by  the  Xational  Academy  for  S4o0. 

The  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design  Avas  incorporated  bv 
the  Legislature  in  IsilS.  It  aa'us  migratory  from  the  beginning.  In 
second  exhibition  aauis  held  OA^er  Tylee's  baths,  in  Chambers  Streei. 
From  18:^14  for  ten  years  it  occupied  more  spacious  apartments  in  Clin- 
ton Hall.  Then  it  removed  to  the  building  of  the  A'ew  York  Sociiay 
Libraiy,  cornei*  of  Leonard  Street  and  Broadway,  where  it  remained 
ten  yeai“s.  ITp  to  tliat  time  it  had  struggled  under  a burden  of  debt, 
but  by  tlie  skilful  management  of  Treasurer  Cummings  that  load  AA'a> 
entirely  remoA'ed,  and  its  schools  A\mre  placed  in  a tlourishing  state.  .V 
library  had  been  established,  and  its  yearly  exliibitions  A\mre  more  and 
more  ])ro  tit  able. 

Having  [lurchased  pro})erty  on  Broadway,  o]">posite  Bond  Street,  tin* 
Academy  took  possession  of  this  uoaa'  and  more  spacious  home  in  lS4i>. 
After  ex})criencing  many  vicissitudes,  it  sold  this  [iroperty  at  a jirofit 
sulficieTit  to  purchase  the  ground  on  which  its  home  noAV  stands,  and 
leaving  a surplus  of  in  the  treasury.  For  this  auspicious  result 

the  institution,  is  indebted  to  the  tinancial  ability  and  untiring  and 
unseltish  labors  of  Ti’casurer  Cummings.  And  had  tlie  association 
listened  to  and  heedi'd  his  counsi.ds,  a far  lietter  location  than  the  one 
noAA'  occupied  might  havt‘  been  secured  at  a less  price,  at  the  junction 
of  BroadAAuiy  ami  Fifth  AAmnue. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Academy  building  AA'as  laid  in  tlie  fall 
of  1802.  Tlie  edifice  Avas  conijileted  and  dedicated  to  the  IMiise  of  Art 
in  180d,  Avlien  Treasurer  ('ummings,  seeing  the  institution  comfortably 
houstsl  and  faii*ly  |)]’o>peroiis,  resigned  Ids  long-held  ollice  and  retired 
to  a pleasant  country-seat  in  Connecticut.* 

* Thouins  S.  CumuiiriLCS  %v;is  Torn  cm  Augnst  20,  ISO-i,  He  w;is  tlio  only  son  of  bi> 
pareiit.s.  At  a very  early  a^c  le*  evinced  taste  and  talent  for  art,  and  this  was  fostered  by 
Augustus  Earle,  the  wandering  artist,”  who  fm-nul  a home  for  a v Idle  under  the  roof  nl 
the  elder  (’ummings,  when  the  gifted  son  was  aboiit  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  father, 
however,  laid  determined  that  his  son  should  he  a luerehant,  and  lit'  jdaecd  1dm  in  a 
eouuting-rtetm.  'i  lu  rt' he  riMuaiued  about  thr.a-  year.u  dutitul.  iudustiions,  ami  an  apt 
learner  of  some  of  the  best  lessons  of  commercial  life,  'there  he  acijuirod,  by  experieuec 
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The  iircbitectiiral  style  of  llie  Aciideiny  building  is  called  Venetian 
(b)thic,’’  its  exterior  having  been  co[)ied  after  a famous  palace  in 
X'enice.  It  is  built  of  gray  and  'svhite  niai’ble  and  bluestone.  The 
t'utii’e  cost  of  the  ground  and  buildings  was  about  silbT.ooo. 

The  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  JJ)esign  is  a ])rivute  association, 
managed  exclusively  by  artists  foi*  the  public  good.  Its  means  are 
(Unvoted  enti]‘ely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  design.  It  comprises 
professional  and  lay  members,  the  former  being  the  academicians, 
associate  and  honorary,  and  the  latter  honorary  membcu's  and  fellows. 
Connoisseurs,  amateurs,  and  all  lovers  of  ml  may  become  fellows  by 
the  payment  of  a subscription  of  $10C.  subscrijdion  of  s5o0  consti- 

jind  observation,  a knowledge  of  the  art  of  business  management  which  was  of  essential 
service  to  him  in  all  his  after  life. 

But  the  genius  of  young  Cummings  could  not  be  confined  in  its  aspiration  to  the  realm 
of  trade.  His  longings  to  become  an  artist  were  irrepressible,  and  his  wise  father,  per- 
ceiving the  bent  of  his  desire,  gratified  the  youth  by  ifiacing  him  under  the  instructions 
of  Henry  Inman,  the  eminent  artist  in  oil  and  water  colors.  The  making  of  small  imr- 
traits  in  water-colors  on  ivory  (called  miniatures)  specially  delighted  the  pupil,  and  in 
very  early  life  he  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  artists  in  this  lino  then  living.  This 
lofty  position  he  held  until  Daguerre  summoned  the  sun  to  the  realm  of  human  art,  and 
instituted  him  an  eternal  rival  of  artists. 

Inman  and  Cummings  were  business  partners  for  six  years,  when  the  latter  abandoned 
the  use  of  oils  and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  production  of  small  jiortraits  in 
water-colors.  In  this  style  of  art  he  jiroduced  some  admirable  coiii2)ositions,  wliich  were 
reproduced  by  some  of  the  best  engravers  of  that  day.  -Vmoiig  these  eoiupositions,  The 
Bracelet,”  The  Bride,”  and  " The  Exchange  of  Queens,"  were  m6st  cousjiicuous  for 
the  accuracy  of  drawing  and  their  ex(|uisite  coloring.  Ikpially  so  were  his  large  half- 
length  figures  in  Scotch  costume,  which  had  all  the  strength  of  oil-color  with  the  delicacy 
of  the  finest  water-color  pictures  ; also  ” The  Ariadne”  and  “ The  Lily." 

Hr.  Cummings  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  elficient  coadjutr)rs  of  Mr.  l^Iorso  in 
the  establishment  of  the  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design.  He  was  a general 
favorite  with  all  the  artists,  for  to  his  commanding  talent  in  the  profos.sion  he  added  an 
urbanity  of  manner  mid  a generosity  of  spirit  that  won  all  hearts.  Iliiring  his  long  per- 
sonal connection  with  the  -A-cademy  as  its  treasurer  a period  of  TOllTY  ccuisecutive 
years — he  was  one  of  the  most  judiciou.s,  energetic,  elficient,  and  untiring  workers  in  its 
behalf,  as  its  annals  fully  attest.  He  was  especially  helpful  (thanks  to  his  early  business 
training)  when  dark  clouds  of  pecuniary  embarrassmom  over.'.liadov.  ed  its  jirnspi'ct.s  at 
times.  Through  his  skilful  management  for  several  years  of  [)roperty  belonging  to  the 
Academy,  on  Broadway  near  Bond  .Street,  he  secured  for  it  at  its  final  sale  more  than 
$(!(), 000  above  its  debts,  with  which  it  provided  purchase  money  for  the  site  of  its  present 
home  and  Iniilding  thereon. 

The  schools  of  the  Academy  were  sjiecial  objects  of  the  care  of  ^Jr.  Cummings,  and  he 
conducted  them  for  several  years  with  success,  on  a plan  of  his  own.  He  also  con- 
ducted a private  school  for  many  years.  Nor  were  his  tastes  or  lus  labors  confined  to 
art  ; scientific  and  literary  bodies,  as  well  as  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  city,  felt 
his  iiitiuence.  Air.  Cummings  succeeded  Professor  .Samuel  F.  B.  Alorse  as  professor 
of  the  arts  of  design  in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  held  that  positum 
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tutes  a fellow  ill  ])erpetuit y,  with  ])ower  to  bequeath  its  privileyi's  , 
all  time.  The  academieiaiis  and  associates  are  limited  in  niimhcr  i.. 
one  hundred  each.  In  its  academicians  numbered  ninety-tu 

and  its  associates  eiyhty-two. 

The  art  schools  of  the  .Vcadimiy  were  free  until  Issp.  They  connive 
of  an  Anti(}ue  and  Life-  school.  In  the  latter  are  living*  models,  drapt-.l 
and  nude.  The  schools  are  o[)cn  to  both  sexes.  They  w<n*(_*  th>- 
special  object  of  Treasurer  (’ummingshs  care  during  his  ofllcial  connrr- 
tion  with  the  Academy  for  fully  forty  years.  At  an  early  period  he 
introduced  a plan  of  his  oavu,  and  conducted  the  instruction  with  great 
success.  "^* 

rintil  liis  retirement  from  the  city.  In  lectures,  essaj’s,  and  other  literary  productions  on 
the  subject  of  art,  he  ooiitrii)Uted  lar-_;ely.  In  ISG5  he  completed  and  published  an 
octavo  volume  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  pages,  entitled  “ Historical  Annals  of  tlu- 
National  Academy  of  Design.'"  This  vrill  forever  remain  a trustworthy  liistory  of  tin* 
foundation  and  progress  of  that  institution  daring  the  first  forty  years  of  its  existenee. 

When  in  1838  Professor  * was  ready  to  exhibit  his  electro-magnetic  telegraph  to 

the  public,  Air.  Cummings,  as  will  be  observed  hereafter,  was  a conspicuous  witness  of 
its  first  public  test,  at  the  rniversity.  He  had  lately  been  commissioned  a brigadii-r- 
general  by  Governor  Sewanl.  In  military  science  and  tactics  he  became  very  etiieient. 
He  passed  rapidly  through  all  the  gradt-s  of  office  in  the  Second  llegiment  N.  Y.  S.  Idglit 
Infantry,  from  ensign  to  colonel,  and  commanded  it  several  years  before  be  became  a 
brigadier.  He  was  ri'garded  as  one  of  tlio  soundest  military  jurists  in  the  country.  Ili-i 
decisions,  made  by  virtue  of  his  otfice,  though  sometimes  contested  by  the  most  emiiumt 
legal  talent  in  the  city,  were  never  reversed  by  higher  authority. 

Alore  than  thirty  yt-ars  ago  the  then  (Tovernor-General  of  Canada,  visiting  General  Cum- 
mings’s studio,  saw  a beautiful  small  copy,  in  water-colors  by  that  artist,  of  the  portrait 
of  Airs.  AVashington,  hy  Stuart,  and  said,  ‘‘  Ho^^'  my  Queen  would  delight  in  such  a picture 
of  that  lady!”  The  artist  genera msly  presented  it  to  her  Alajesty,  and  indue  time  received 
a letter  of  acknowledgment,  with  a beautiful  gold  medal  bearing  her  elligy  on  one  side. 

General  and  Airs.  Cummings,  who  were  married  in  1822,  are  yet  blessed  with  vigorous 
physical  and  mental  health,  t’ne  love  and  reverence  of  their  children  and  their  children's 
children,  and  the  exipiisito  dt-liohts  of  a }mre  and  serene  domestic  life  of  more  tlnm 
sixty  years.  They  have  als('>  botu  blessed  with  fourteen  children.  Of  their  five  sons, 
only  one  remains.  The  first  died  in  youth.  T.  Augustus  became  a painter  of  consj,l,T- 
able  emineneo,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  Henry  R.  became  an  eminent  lawyer, 
and  died  leaving  a family.  Charles  I’,  was  a imrtner  in  one  of  the  oldest  and  mo-t 
respected  baiddng  houses  in  the  city,  and  died  leaving  a family,  George  F.,  the  l.i"t 
survivor  of  the  sons,  is  a broker,  and  enjoys  a high  reputation  in  the  moneyed  circh.'S  ot 
W'all  Street. 

The  National  Aeademv'  of  Design  has  had  seven  president.s  — namely  : S.  F.  1>. 
Morse,  A.  B.  Durand,  Daniel  Huntington,  H.  P.  Gray,  AV.  Page,  J.  Q.  A.  AV'ard,  and  AV. 
AVhittredge.  The  ofiicers  in  1883  were  : Daniel  Huntington,  iiresident  ; T.  AV.  AVood, 
vice-president  ; T.  .Addison  Richards,  coiTesponding  secretary  ; IT.  AV.  Robbins,  record- 
ing secretary  ; Alfred  -Tones,  treasurer.  These  are  members  of  the  caum  il. 

Other  membt-rs  of  the  caum-il  .are  ; -T.  G.  Rvom  n,  S.  -J.  Guy,  E,  A\'ood  I’erry,  -I.  Q.  -A. 
AVard,  Charles  L.  Brandt,  and  AI.  F.  H.  De  Haas. 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


1S3 


Almost  coiitcm})0]‘aneoiisly  with  the  foiindini^  of  tlio  Xational  Acad- 
('iny  of  the  Arts  of  Desiyii  was  the  organization  of  the  Sketch  Club, 
one  of  the  brightest  and  most  intellectual  of  the  social  institutions  in 
the  city,  composed  of  artists  and  literary  and  scientific  unm.  The 
Bread  and  Cheese  or  Lunch  ('lub,  hmnded  by  James  Feniniore  Cooper 
and  others  in  1S24,  had  exj>ired  in  consetpience  of  extravagance,  in  the 
spring  of  1S2T.  It  had  a happy  existence.  The  inscription  on  Ct 
baby’s  memorial  stone  miglit  have  l^een  ado})ted  as  its  own  : 

“ Since  I so  soon  am  done  for. 

I -wonder  what  I was  hegun  for.” 

The  Sketch  Club  originated  in  this  wise  : One  pleasant  evening  in 
^Fay,  1S27,  ^Messrs.  ]\Forse,  Durand,  Cuinmings,  and  Ingham  were 
engaged  in  social  chat  in  the  Anticpie  schonl-room  of  the  Xational 
Academy,  over  Tylee's  baths.  The  just  definu-t  Lunch  Club  w*as 
s[)oken  of,  when  Ingham  remarked,  Xow  is  an  (U)portunity  for  the 
artists  to  form  a club.’'  The  suggestion  met  with  a liearty  approval, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  four  artists  present,  each  a founder  of  the 
Academy,  should  consider  themselves  the  nucleus  of  such  a club.  The 
following  week  a meeting  of  the  ]nlncipal  artists  and  literary  men  of 
the  city  was  held  at  the  liouse  of  ]\[r.  Ingham,  ^vhere  the  Sketch  Club 
was  organized.  ]\[r.  Ingham  was  chosen  president,  and  John  Inman 
secretary. 

At  that  first  meeting  the  rules  for  the  government  of  tlie  clul)  were 
discussed.  The  Lunch  Club,  at  which  brea<l  and  clu'cse  were  the 
l)allots  used  when  voting  for  menibei’s  (hence  its  other  name),  had  met 
fortniglitly  at  the  old  AXashington  Hotel,  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Chambers  Street,  where  they  were  entertained  at  tlie  expense  of  the 
host  for  the  evening.  This  arrangement  caustal  a rivalry  in  i‘X|)ense, 
which  led  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  club.  It  was  resolved  by  the 
Sketch  Club  to  shun  tiiis  dangerous  rock,  and  it  was  agjved  that  the 
membei-s  should  meet  at  each  other's  houses  in  rotation,  and  to  liave 
the  expenses  as  light  as  possible.  It  was  (hecnaal  that  the  entertain- 
ment on  such  occasions  should  l>e  confined  to  driisl  fruit,  crackei's,  milk, 
and  honey.  Candidates  for  membei*shi[)  were  elected  by  unanimous 
vote  only. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  club  was  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Cole. 
Lverything  was  pleasing,  even  the  figs,  milk,  and  honey.  An  intel- 
k'ctual  ami  merry  company  W(‘re  prestuir.  The  l('a.dine’  artists  of  the 
city  were  tlnu'e,  and  a ^’onerous  sprinkling  of  literary  men — AV.  C. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Ervant,  E.  C.  Sands,  G.  C.  A^erplanck,  Fitz-Greene  ITalleck,  Jo]  ^ 
Howard  Payne,  Janies  Ilillliouse.  i).  C.  Golden,  and  others. 

Tlie  club  was  avowedly  organized  for  the  encouragement  of 
feeling  among  the  members  and  improvement  in  the  art  wdiich  was  ?n 
be  practised  at  its  meetings,  namely,  off-hand  sketches  of  any  subjt*<-!, 
either  witli  the  pen  or  pencil.  Though  the  arts  of  design  were 
wholly  lost  sight  of,  they  were  made  suliservient  to  the  social  ehunci-.t 
from  the  beginning. 

There  was  much  genuine  fun — rare  mingling  of  wit  and  wisdom — at. 

O O vYj 

the  gatherings  of  the  club.  There  were  funny  drawings,  funny  essays, 
funny  sayings,  funny  songs,  and  rollicking  good-humor.  These  W(*r*^ 
the  chief  features  of  the  entertainments,  as  the  minutes  of  the  chih 
abundantly  reveal. 

The  “ figs,  milk,  and  honey”  fare  was  soon  abandoned  for  mora 
generous,  though  not  generally  extravagant  refreshments.  The  lir>t 
outbreak  was  at  the  up-town'’  residence  of  James  Ilillliouse,  a mem- 
ber, on  Broadway,  lietween  Broome  and  Spring  streets.  The  horn- 
devoted  to  drawing  luul  passed,  and  the  poets  and  essayists  had  read 
their  impromjitu  sketches,  when  the  drawing-room  doors  Avere  thrown 
open  and  an  elegant  supper  appeared.  There  Avas  a general,  ])rot(‘si 
against  this  Anolation  of  the  rules.  But  artists  and  ]>oets  are  mortal, 
and  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  all  Avere  seated  in  profound  harmony  at 
the  Avell-loaded  supper-table,  seemingly  unconscious  of  any  misdemeanor. 
After  that  the  records  show  that  the  members  did  not  sujiport  existeiuo' 
on  the  food  of  ,John  in  the  Avilderness.  On  March  :?5,  ISJU,  is  this 
record  in  the  minutes  ; 

An  atrocious  night,  but  good  singing  and  estimable  ovsters.  Pum-h 
supernatural,  and  fun  abumlant.” 

Another  record  Avas  as  follows  : ‘‘  Besumed  the  consideration  of  rail- 
roads, architecture,  jilay-actors  from  Garrick  and  Henderson  down  to 
IvemlJe  and  Jefferson,  miniatui-e  painters,  and  diAmrs  othei-  matters  r>f 
no  less  interest.  At  lengtli  oui-  numbers  began  to  diminish  insensibly, 
and  b\"  a sti-ange  coincidence  the  clul)  grew  musical  as  it  grew  thin." 

8»)ng  and  instnumuital  music,”  says  Jlr.  John  Dm*and,'^^  “often 
occur  on  the  ]iages  of  the  Sketch  Club,  Avhile  there  are  similar  notices 
of  stories,  discussions,  mirth,  and  ])hilosopliy.  AVe  find  Air.  Bryant 
]iropounding  ‘ a sage  notion  tliat  the  pei'fection  of  bathing  is  to  jttnip 
head  foremost  into  a snow-bank.'  Scientific  inspiration  shoAVS  itself 
on  this  question  : ‘ Does  heat  expand  the  days  in  summer  ? ’ Air. 


* “ Prehistoric  Notes  of  the  Century  Club.” 
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V(*r))];inck  throws  anticjimrian  liii'lit  on  * the  pi'eeise  form  and  capacity 
i)f  antediluvian  hiitter-cliurns. ' 

The  Skctcli  Club  was  I'curganized  in  TS41,  under  tlio  title  of  The 
Ai'tists’  Sketch  Club,  and  Avas  really  a more  p^ofe^si()nal  organization 
than  the  old  one,  retaining,  liowevci’,  the  literary  and  social  (‘lements 
in  its  membership.  It  existed  two  or  three  years,  when  its  members 
founded  the  now  famous  Century  Clul)  of  IScav  Yoi-k. 

The  Bread  and  Cheese  or  Luxen  Cll  n has  lunm  alluded  to.  Its 
membership  embraced  men  Avho  were  conspicuous  in  the  avoiTI  of 
letters,  the  professions,  mid  in  public  life.  The  club  met  l/imonthly  at 
the  ACasliington  Hotel,  and  there  they  frequently  entin-tained  distin- 
guished guests.  To  this  club  the  late  Dr.  John  AV.  Fi-ancis  Ixdonged. 
“Our  most  renoAved  poet"  [among  the  members’]  Avrote  Dr.  Francis, 

Avas  Fhtz-Greene  llalieck  : our  greatest  naturalist  Avas  Dr.  James  E. 
De  Kay  ; * 'William  and  John  Duer  Avere  among  the  ]‘epaes(mtati\'es 
of  the  bar  ; Kenwick  of  philosophy  ; letters  found  an  associate  in 
VeiqJanck  and  Charles  King  ; merchants  in  (’hailes  .V.  Davis  and 
Philip  Hone  ; and  politicians  Avho  had  long  before  discharged  their 
public  trusts  Avere  here  and  thei'e  chronicled  in  fellowship.  The  meet- 
ings (or  lunches)  of  the  club  Avere  often  SAveHed  to  (piite  formidabk? 
assemblies,  by  members  of  Congress  f and  other  distinguished  |)ublic 
men. 

Dr.  Francis  relates  the  folloAvino:  circumstance  in  conm'ction  Avith  the 
Bread  and  Cheese  CJiib.  A theatrical  benefit  had  been  announced  at 
the  Park  Theatre  ; the  play  Avas  Jlamld.  A siJoordinate  of  the 
theatre  came  in  haste  to  Dr.  Francis’s  oliice  for  a skull,  and  he  Avas 
compelled  to  lend  that  of  his  old  friend  George  Fh-e«lerick  ('ooke,  the 
actor.  ‘‘  Alas,  poor  Ahorick  !"  It  Avas  returned  in  the  moiriing.  The 
ensuing  e\'ening  thei'C  Avas  a meeting  of  the  Bread  aiid  Cheese  Club. 
The  circumstance  became  known  to  the  members,  and  a gx'iieral  desire 
Avas  expressed  to  im'estigate  phrenologically  the  skull  of  the  eminent 
actor.  It  Avas  taken  to  the  clul)  by  Di-.  Fi'ancis.  Dani<'l  Wi'bstei’, 
Henry  Wheaton,  the  eminent  writer  on  the  “ Luav  of  Kations,"  and 
other  distinguished  pei'sons  Avere  present,  and  joiiu'd  in  the  iuA'estiga- 
tion  in  accordance  Avith  the  teaching's  of  craniological  science. 

* \ pleasant  anecdote  is  related  of  HaUock  and  De  Kay.  They  \\  ere  both  smitten  by 
the  charms  of  a yonrn^  lady,  and  both  paid  conrt  to  her.  Their  rivalry  was  warm,  but 
good-natured.  Hallcek,  doubtful  and  inipulsivf,  said  to  her  one  day,  Tell  me.  please, 
would  you  rather  have  Fitz  or  go  to  De  Kay  r”  Go  to  De  Kay,’*  was  the  reply.  Fitz 
remained  a bachelor. 

f “ Old  New  York,”  by  John  W.  Francis,  M.D..  p.  '201. 
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HIS'J'OUr  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


‘‘  Cooper/’  says  Francis,  felt  as  a coadjutor  of  Albinns,  and  ( '(h,!.-. 
enacted  a great  part  that  night." 

Club  life  had  not  then  bec(>nie  so  conspicuous  a social  featui*e  in  Xt 
York  City  as  it  was  a^  few  years  later,  and  is  now.  There  had  bci-! 
now  and  then  a club  in  the  city  since  colonial  times.  About  ITdo  then- 
was  a convivial  club  of  which  John  Bard,  Cadwaliader  D.  ColdcMi. 
Leonard  Cutting,  and  others  were  members,  and  they  were  occasioiiail v 
honored  by  the  presence  of  men  like  Dr.  Franklin  and  Chief-Jnstict* 
Chew,  of  Philadelphia,  and  otlier  distinguished  persons  from  abroad. 

In  1776  the  Social  Club  was  created  in  Yew  York,  composed  of 
leading  Tories,  such  as  President  IMiles  Cooper,  of  King's  Collcms 
Lieutenant-Governor  Colden,  Dr.  Clossy,  and  after  possession  of  tie* 
city  was  gained  by  the  British,  it  was  swelled  by  army  officers,  among 
them  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Eobertson. 

After  the  peace  no  other  social  club  appeared  until  the  Tammany 
Society  or  Columbian  Order  arose,  in  178b.  The  Belvidere  Club  wa.s 
organized  on  the  arrival  of  “ Citizen”  Genet,  the  Girondist  of  tlit- 
French  Eevolution.  It  was  veliement  in  the  ])romotion  of  democratic 
doctrines.  One  of  its  meml)ers,  a bookseller  named  Eecd,  had  tlu‘ 
head  of  Thomas  Paine  ]xunted  on  his  sign.  At  about  the  same  time 
The  Friendly  Club  spmng  up,  under  the  leademhip  of  General  Laight. 

A literary  club  called  the  Drones,  a society  for  the  cultivation  and  dif- 
fusion of  letters,  ap[)cared  [d)Oiit  1762.  Every  memljer  was  to  be  recog- 
nized by  proofs  of  aiithoi’ship  before  admission.  Among  the  members 
the  famous  Dr.  T^fitchdll  was  conspicuous.  The  last  survivor  of  the 
Drones  was  the  late  Chancellor  Samuel  Jones.  Law,  medicine,  and 
divinity  had  each  tlanr  re|)]*('sontatives  among  the  Drones.  Samuel  Hil- 
ler, Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Jolin  Blair  Lewis,  Charles  Brockdim 
Brown,  and  John  AYells  vren*  members  of  the  club.  Through  tlu‘ 
medium  of  the  clul.)  Dr,  Hitchill  addressed  the  ladies  on  the  value  of 
whitewashing  as  among  the  most  important  of  the  hygienic  arts  in 
housekeeping,  and  showing  that  the  alkalies  are  powerful  conservator 
of  health. 

Of  club  life  in  Yew  I ork  more  will  be  said  hereafter,  but  before 
leaving  the  topic  let  us  notice  three  social-benevolent  institutions 
characterized  by  the  features  of  se])ara,tt"  nationalities — nannlv,  the 
St.  Georg(‘'s  Society,  the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  and  the  Friendlv  Sons 
of  St.  I^itrick,  or  St.  Patrick's  SociiJy.  These  still  flourishing  associa- 
tions were  in  e.xistence  before  18->d. 

TifE  St.  (iKniaoSs  Sociin  v \vas  establisluHl  in  the  citv'  of  X^ew  York 
in  the  year  1786.  Ihere  had  already  exist('d  a similar  s<x*ietv  with 
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FIRST  DECADP:,  1830-1840. 


1ST 


similar  aims  before  the  old  war  for  indeiKaidence.  That  war  liad 
caused  the  disniom])eriiu‘iit  of  tlie  Ihitish  Empire.  Xative  Englishmen 
who  liad  deterniijKMl  to  make  the  city  of  Xeu"  ^'ork  their  ])(n‘inanent 
home  could  not  repress  their  atfectionate  rcmiemhmnce  of  their  native 
land  and  people,  and  their  hearts  yearned  to  give  aid  and  assistance  to 
those  in  distress  who  should  come  to  our  sliores.  Out  (jf  this  desire 
arose  the  St.  George's  Society,  three  yeai-s  after  the  })(‘ace  between  tlie 
Enited  States  and  (Ireat  fh'itain. 

The  most  prominent  man  in  the  organization  of  tlie  St.  George's 
Society  Avas  John  AVilkes,  “ a tiaie-born  Englishman,  with  a In'art  full 
of  kindness,  and  alxmnding  in  all  the  social  alfections,  whose  Avorth, 
justly  appreciated  as  it  Avas  by  numerous  and  respectable  connections, 
soon  created  subscribers  to  the  constitution. '’  Englishmen  of  charac- 
ter coming  to  Xcav  Yoi'k  almost  Acithout  exception  became  members, 
either  ])ernianent  or  honorary,  according  as  tlu'ir  residence  Avas  either 
fixed  or  transient.  The  Eev.  Dr.  i\foore,  afterward  bishop  of  the 
Dioce.se  of  Xcav  York,  Avas  also  an  early,  ellicient  and  cheerful  mem- 
ber, personally  assisting  in  all  the  AAoirk  of  the  Chaiatable  Committee. 

The  first  president  of  the  society  Avas  GoldsliroAA^  Danver,  an  English- 
man by  birth,  and  an  active  public  man.  The  seal  it  adojited  bore  the 
expressive  motto,  ‘‘  Let  mercy  be  our  boast,  and  shame  our  only  fear/’ 
and  is  indicatiAm  of  its  long  career  of  usefulness. 

During  the  preAmlence  of  the  yelloAV  feAmr  in  Lfew  York  in  182:^,  the 
1‘ecords  of  the  society  Avere  hastily  removed  to  a place  aboA'e  Canal 
Street.  Their  ‘‘  Book  of  Minutes”  aatis  lost,  and  has  lU'A'er  been  rerw- 
ered,  so  that  the  detailed  history  from  31  r.  Banyei‘'s  election  to  the 
presidency  until  1824  is  knoAAm  only  in  AOigue  recollection.  It  is  knoAvn 
that  until  that  time  3fr.  Banver  liad  six  successors,  and  that  the  good 
Avork  of  the  society  Avent  steadily  on. 

The  ])i*esent  charter  of  the  society  aaois  grant(rl  by  the  L(\gislature  of 
X'eAV  York  in  3farch,  1S:>8.  Its  constitution  d('clares  the  object  of  the 
society  to  be  to  *DilTord  relief  and  advice  to  indigent  natives  of  Eng- 
land and  the  British  colonies,  or  to  tlieir  AviAX's,  AvidoAvs,  or  children  in 
the  cities  of  XYav  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  to  ])i‘oniote  social  intcuvoume 
among  its  members.  The  ])roperty  and  income  of  the  societv  can  only 
be  expended  in  chai-ity.  The  persons  eligible'  to  membeu'ship  are:  a 
natiAx?  of  England,  a son  of  a natiAm,  a gi*andson  of  a native,  British 
othcers  and  their  sons  Avherever  l)orn,  natives  of  any  <Af  the  colonies, 
territories,  or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain. 

The  society  ha<l.  in  I ^''2,  neaib'  oiu'  humlrrd  peiisionei’s,  who  Avt'iA) 
paid  monthly.  Aid  had  been  allbrded  to  ls-b‘>  transients  : 2042  meal 
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and  1223  ioclgiiiii’  tickds  lind  boon  distributod  : 13  situations  liad  b('on 
procured  ; IS  had  been  aided  in  getting  to  tins  country,  and  174  to 
return  to  England." 

The  St.  Andrew's  SixaETY  of  tlie  State  of  Adwv  York  was  institutni 
in  the  city  of  Yew  York  in  Y^oveinber,  1753,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
existing  benevolent  societies  in  the  State  or  in  the  Itepublic.  Several 
gentlemen,  natives  of  Scotland  and  of  Scottish  descent,  met  and  agreed 
to  fonii  themselves  into  a S(x-iety  for  charitable  purposes.  Tla^y  ado|)ted 
a constitution,  and  elected  Phili])  Livingston  president,  I>r.  Adam 
Thompson  vice-president,  iUalcohu  Campbell  treasurer,  Pichard  3dorris 
secretary,  and  David  Johnston,  .Vlexander  Colden,  Dr.  James  i\[urrav, 
and  Dr.  AVilliam  Eanjuliar.  assistants. 

Tlie  objects  of  the  socitdy  were  the  promotion  of  social  and  friendly 
intercourse  among  the  natives  (;f  Scotland  in  America,  their  connec- 
tions and  descendants,  the  relief  of  the  wortliv  distressed,  and  lindinn' 
employment  for  the  industrious  poor.  In  this  work  the  society  con- 
tinued until  the  war  for  independence  broke  out.  Then  the  ])ublic 
meetings  of  the  society  ^vere  suspended,  and  its  ^vork  was  done  more 
l)y  inde])endent  iiulividual  action  than  by  the  organized  society.  Its 
records  from  1775  to  17S4-  are  lost. 

When  peace  came  the  'work  of  the  society  ^vas  revived  in  all  its 
Avonted  Augor.  Its  formei*  constitution  Avas  revised  and  amended,  and. 
from  that  time  until  now  it  has  never  flagged  in  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  its  prescribed  duties.  The  duties  of  the  managers  became  more 
and  more  arduous  as  the  city  ra[)idly  increased  in  population,  for  the 
objects  of  their  care  Avere  scattered  over  a large  and  continually  AAuden- 
ing  space.  To  relieve  tlumi  an  almoner  Avas  aj^pointed  in  Iblrl,  and 
that  measure  has  })rove<l  wry  iHuieiicial.  The  almoner  visits  in  ])erson 
every  applicant,  and  rej)orts  to  the  managers.  P>v  that  means  all 
frauds  are  ]>reA’ented  and  money  most  judici<nisly  (listril)uted. 

The  administration  of  the  charities  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Societv  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  St.  (leorge's  Society.  During  the  year  ending 
November,  1882,  3138  applications  Avere  attended  to  ami  faA'ors  be- 
stowed, and  in  1>2  cases  aid  had  been  atlorded  to  peis;ons  to  reach  some 
other  part  of  the  country.  Tin*  number  (d'  the  members  of  the  society, 
honomry,  lib*,  and  resident,  is  357.  The  anniAwrsary  dinner  has 
always  been  regularly  held,  excerpting  during  the  Civil  AYar.  This 

* The  ortieors  of  St.  Georcte's  Soeiet}*  for  1882  were  ; F.  AV.  J.  Ilnrst,  pr*"sitlent  ; 
Edwanl  Hill  uud  Riehard  J.  ('ortis,  viee-prt'sidents  ; John  ( h Dale,  treasurer,  and  Alex- 
ander E.  Tueker  and  F.  G.  Riehardson,  secrt.duric >. 
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(liniior  is  partaken  of  on  St.  Andrew's  day,  when  each  incnd)er  app(‘ars 
with  a St.  Andrew's  cross  or  a thistle  dis|)layed  on  the  left  hreast. 
None  l)iit  Scotsmen  and  the  sons  and  yrands<jns  of  a naticf^  of  Scotland, 
or  the  sons  of  a resident  member,  may  be  admitted  as  such.^" 

The  Society  of  the  Fjhexoly  Sons  of  St.  pA'rin<;K  is  one  of  the  old 
social-beneYolent  institutions  of  the  city.  It  ap{)ears  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  Friendly  Ih'others  of  St.  I^atriek,  which  existed  ])revioiis 
to  the  old  war  for  independence.  Like  other  similar  organizations,  its 
Avork  and  its  records  a])pear  to  have  sutYered  from  the  confusion  of  the 
Avar  of  the  devolution.  It  reappeared  after  tliat  evcmt,  and  aatis 
reorganized  in  178T. 

According  to  Ilardie,  there  Avas  a society  in  Xew  York  “’  composed 
chiefly  of  natives  of  Ireland,”  formed  in  Islb,  caJded  tlie  Shamrock 
Friendly  Association.  Its  object  was  to  befriend  Irish  emigrants  on 
their  arriAvil  in  the  United  States  1)V  giving  them  useful  information 
and  procuring  them  employment.  Tlieir  views  and  benevolent  olHces 
Avere  “ not  confined  to  country,  ])olitics,  or  religion.”  said  Ilardie,  who 
Avrote  in  ; •*  it  is  enough  that  the  applicant  is  a sf ranger  to  insure 
him  protection.” 

This  AATis  probably  the  old  society  of  Irishmen  liearing  a ucaa’  name, 
and  Avliich  Avas  finally  incorporated  by  act  of  the  la'gislature  of  New 
York,  passed  February  13,  1827,  Avith  its  present  title  (178T)  of  The 
Society  of  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick.  This  titl(^  appears  to  be 
the  one  it  assumed  at  its  reorganization  in  17'^T.  It  ])i*opos(xl  to  cele- 
brate its  centennial  anniAXU’sary  on  the  17th  of  Tvlaich,  1881. 

In  compliance  Avith  one  of  its  by-kiAvs,  adopted  in  1832,  the  members 
of  the  society  meet  in  social  intercourse  at  diniuT  on  St.  1‘atrick's  day, 
each  year,  “ the  anniA'ei'sary  of  Ireland's  tutelar  saint,''  as  the  law 
expresses  it.  These  dinners  liaA'o  always  afforded  tlie  most  pleasant, 
witty,  and  agreeable  social  gatherings  of  the  kind  in  tin'  city.  Perfect 
harmony  prevails  at  these  dinners,  as  Avell  as  at  the  iueetings  of  tlie 
society.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  association  is  compostal  of 
different  icligi(.)us  denominations  ainl  of  ilitferent  ])olirical  A'iews.  At 
tlie  meetings  of  every  kind  the  subjects  of  religion  and  ])olitics  are 
neA^er  discussed,  only  the  charitable  and  social  obj(T*ts  of  the  society. 
To  this  feature  is  due  the  long  and  healthful  life  of  the  association. 

* The  051061*8  of  the  St.  .Vudrew’.s  Society  for  1S83  are  : AVulter  Watson,  president  : 
Drj'ce  Gray  and  James  Fraser,  vice-presidents  ; J.  Kennedy  Tod,  treasurer  ; Walter  C. 
Jtrand,  secretary,  and  AVilliain  Gordon,  assistant  secretary  ; John  rattin,  AVilliain  A. 
Fattm,  John  Alaekay,  Tinunas  Henderson,  Jr.,  Koliert  H.  llobertson,  and  AVilliam  Lyall. 
managers. 
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lIlSTOUr  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Out  of  the  Society  of  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick  grew  tlx* 
present  Irish  Eniigi'ant  Society  ami  the  Emigrant  Industrial  Savincs 
Pank,  now  one  of  the  largest  savings  institutions  iii  the  city.  Prior  to 
the  organization  (.>f  these  institutions  the  St.  Patrick’s  Society,  conn 
monly  so  called,  was  very  active  in  extending  charitable  aid  to  imligiaa 
persons  of  the  Irish  race  in  the  city,  es})ecially  in  aiding  emigrants 
upon  their  arrival  in  this  country  in  linding  employment.  That  duty 
is  now  discharged  lyv  the  commissioners  of  emigration,  of  which  tln^ 
president  of  the  Irish  Emigrant  Society  is  one.^^ 

Tun  Literaky  and  Piiii.os()]‘iii(:al  Society  of-Xew  York,  founded  in 
ISll,  was  composed  of  scientific  and  literary  gentlemen.  Among  its 
founders  were  De  AVitt  C'linton,  Dr.  Ilosack,  Dr.  Mitchill,  Di*. 
Macneven,  I>r.  Francis,  Dr.  Griscom,  and  others.  Francis  had  just 
returned  fi*om  Europe,  and  broiiglit  with  him  much  knowledge  of 
scientific  facts  and  cummt  history  of  philosopliy  abroad,  derived  from 
acute  observation,  (’lintou  was  clKJsen  the  first  president  of  the 
society.  It  gathered  a valuable  library,  a ml  flourished  for  many  years 
among  the  useful  institutions  of  Yew  York  City. 

The  Lyceum  OF  Xatl'ral  History  was  also  a flourishing  institution  at 
the  time  we  are  considering.  In  its  origin  it  was  a[)rivate  association  of 
young  gentlemen  who  held  meetings  occasionally  in  one  of  the  lecture  - 
rooms  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  It  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  Ajiril  2t),  IvSlS,  and  was  furnished 
by  the  city  authorities  witii  a suite  of  apartments  in  the  Xew  York 
Institution.  It  soon  formed  (juite  an  extensive  cabinet,  and  before  tlie 
year  1830  no  collection  in  the  country  was  richer  in  the  departments  of 
heipetology  and  ichthyology.  It  had  gathered  an  extensive  collection 
of  fossils  from  Europe,  n-early  a whole  skeleton  of  a mastodon,  and 
lai’ge  portions  of  the  only  Xorth  American  specimen  of  the  mega' 
therium  which  had  hitlierto  been  discovered.  It  had  recently  estaf)- 
lished  a new  departnumt  of  comparative  anatomy,  and  was  rich  in 
cranial  illustrations  of  ethnoDgy.  The  presidents  of  the  institution 
down  to  183T  were  Dr.  Samuel  L.  iMitchill  and  Dr.  dolm  T<)rrey. 

The  l.yceum  of  Xatural  History  is  now  situated  on  Aladison  Avenue, 
and  besides  a good  library  has  a collection  of  more  than  three  thousand 
specimens  of  ])lants. 

The  Xew  A ork  A'i  uiex.kfm,  alluded  to  in  connection  with  the  Xew 

* The  officers  of  tlic  .Society  of  tlio  Friemlly  .Sons  of  St.  Fatrick  for  1882-83  were  : 
Cliarles  P.  ])aly,  jtrosiilcnt  ; John  Savu'^e,  first  vicopresideiit  ; Rohort  Sewell,  second 
vice-president  ; M iiliam  V*hit,esido,  tre;vsnr>  r ; -loiin  Melv.  elct'arihy,  secvi'tary  ; Kn'^eno 
Kelly,  almoner  ; R.  A.  Caldwell,  pliysi('ian. 
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York  Historical  Society,  was  founded  on  the  first  of  June,  1S24.  Until 
that  time  New  York  was  proliahly  the  only  city  of  e(jual  size  in  the 
world  in  which  an  association  for  the  promotion  of  the  liiyhest  cidtiva- 
tion  in  science,  art,  and  literature  coml>ined  miyht  not  he  found.  For 
the  noble  purjtose  of  creating  such  an  institution,  and  with  the  laudabh^ 
ambition  to  make  it  tlie  leading  society  of  the  kind,  distinguislied  mem- 
bers of  the  })rofessions,  of  the  arts,  and  of  literature  in  tiie  city  associ- 
ated, under  the  title  of  The  New  York  Athememn. 

The  association  consisted  of  resident  and  honorary  members,  the 
former  divided  into  four  classes,  iiamely — associates,  patrons,  govern - 
oi*s,  and  subscribers.  PT’om  these  classes  the  funds  for  carrying  on 
the  society  were  derived.  It  was  decreed  that  snoO  oonstituted  a 
patron,  sloo  a governor,  s.5  an  assocnate,  S:?{>  and  sfo  a subscriber,  the 
latter  class  being  divi^led  into  two  kinds.  The  si{(>  contributoi's  were 
entitled  to  tickets  of  admission  to  the  lectures,  library,  and  reading- 
room  for  himself  and  family  ; the  subscril)ors  were  entitled  to  these 
privileges  for  himself  only.  The  patrons  and  gxn’ernoisi  were  eacli 
entitled  to  three  transferable  tickets  of  admission  to  tlie  lectures,  the 
libmry,  and  the  reading-room,  and  other  tickets  for  the  meml)ers  of 
their  families.  Tlie  jiatrons  constituted  a board,  and  had  a.bsolute  con- 
trol of  the  funds  of  the  association,  no  part  of  which  could  be  appropri- 
ated without  their  sanction. 

The  library  was  to  comjirise,  when  complete,  all  the  standard 
elementary  works  of  science  and  literature  of  eveiw  civilized  nation, 
ancient  and  modern.  IMonthly  lectuies  were  to  Ix^  given,  open  to  both 
sexes.  The  Athemeum  was  fully  e(>ui]i]ied  for  operations  in  and 

arranged  the  following  scheme  of  lectures  for  tha.t  year  : lionian  lat- 
erat  lire.  Professor  Charles  Anthon  ; Phrenology,  Dr.  Cliarles  King; 
Taste  and  Peaiity,  Ih’ofessor  John  TlcVickar  : Thi^  Ihnaval  of  Classical 
Literature.  Pichard  Ifay  ; Chemistry,  Professor  rl aim's  Ih'iiwick  : 
Commerce,  Jolin  Ib'me,  4r.  ; Painting,  Samuel  F.  P.  Morse  ; Political 
Economy,  AYilliami  Peach  Lawrence  : Poetry,  AVilliam  Cullen  Pryant  : 
Oriental  Literature,  the  Rev.  John  Frederick  Schroeder  ; Anniversary 
Discoui'se.  the  Rev.  James  J[.  iMathews,  D.l). 

After  engaging  for  more  than  twenty  yeai*s  in  its  nsiLul  labors,  and 
accomplishing  a vast  amount  of  social  benelit  by  infusing  the  hard 
materialism  of  imrely  commercial  life  with  the  sjiiritiiality  and  aimmi- 
ties  of  intellectual  culture  and  taste,  the  institution  was  nu'i‘g(al  into 
the  New  York  Society  Library  in  ISJS,  which  became  the  neipient  of 
its  eoilcction  of  valuaUe  IBooks. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


MOXG  the  more  important  institutions  in  our  country  founded 


for  the  dhfusion  of  religious  knowledge  and  the  princi])les  (A' 
Cliristianity,  and  the  spiritual  enlightenment  of  mankind,  which  nuiv 
claim  the  city  of  Xew  York  as  the  place  of  their  nativity  ])revious  to 
the  year  183t),  ai*e  the  American  Bil)le  Society,  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  E])iscopal  Cliurch,  and  the  Xew  York  Bible  Society. 

The  first  Bible  socir^ty  in  the  United  States  was  instituted  at  Pliiki- 
delphia  in  ISOS.  Others  were  instituted  tlie  next  year  in  Connecticut, 
Afassachusetts,  AYw  Yoih,  and  Xew  Jersey.  These  local  societies 
ra])idly  increased  and  were  necessiirily  feeble,  woihing  under  serious 
♦disadvantages.  At  the  liead  of  the  Xew  Jersey  Bible  Society  was  the 
earnest  ])atriot  and  Christian,  Elias  Boudinot,  of  Burlington,  and  in 
1S15  that  society  proposed  a plan  for  a X^ational  Bible  Society,  and 
notice  was  given  of  a convention  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  X^ew  York  on 
the  Sth  of  Alay,  1810,  to  consider  the  plan. 

The  convention  assembled  at  the  appointed  time  in  the  consistory 
room  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  Garden  Street,  X"ew  York. 
It  was  composed  of  delegates  from  thirty-five  local  BilJe  societies,  be- 
sides four  representatives  from  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Cyiakers,  mak- 
ing sixty  in  all.  Tlu^  convention  was  organized  l)v  tlie  a[)pointmcut  of 
Joshua  AI.  AVallace.  Ji  dek'gate  from  the  X^^ew  Jersey  Bible  Society,  as 
])resident,  and  the  Rev.  »I.  B.  Ronawn.  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Lyman 
Beecher,  D.l).,  secretaries.  After  full  and  free  discussion  the  com- 
mittee 

“/YWcrv/,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish,  without  delay,  a gen- 
eral Bible  institution  for  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  witlamt 
note  or  comment.” 

A constitution  was  then  ad«')pted,  and  an  address  to  the  ])eople  of  the 
U^nited  Stat(\s  was  oi-ihu’ed  to  i>e  })rinted  and  sent  out  into  adl  ])arts  of 
the  Republic  ; ex(^cutiv(.‘  otUcers  were  chosen,  au  energetic  Ixxird  of 
managers  were  appointed,  and  the  Amkkicax  Binm:  Society  began  its 
useful  and  womlerful  caretu'  of  bene\T)lence.^^ 

* Tlie  fullowiuL,'  si\ty  in  uuinV>i’i".  \\  t ri'  iin'inbors  ot  the  coiot  iitioii  wlii  -li 

formed  the  American  iJible  Society,  to  ^\it  : Jb'V.  John  liassett.  D.D.,  iJuslnvick,  X.  Y.  ; 
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The  constitution  of  the  society  was  drawn  by  an  able  committee, 
composed  of  tlie  llev.  J)is.  Xott,  Mason,  Ueeclier,  .Richn  ^foi'se,  and 
lily  the,  tlie  Itev.  ^lessvs.  'Wilnmr  and  Jones,  the  lion.  Messrs.  Samuel 
jlayard  and  A\dlliam  Jay,  and  Mr.  (diaries  A\'rii:ht.  The  [lowerful 
address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  was  written  by  the  Kev.  Ur. 
tiohn  Mason,  and  was  sent  out,  with  the  constitution,  to  every  part  of 
the  country.  The  lion.  Elias  Boudinot  was  elected  the  lirst  })resident 
of  the  society.  Its  affairs  are  manag’ed  by  executive  officers  and  a 
board  of  managers,  the  latter  consisting-  of  thirty-six . laymen,  one 
fourth  of  whom  go  out  of  office  each  year,  Init  are  re-eligible.  Since 
its  organization  it  has  had  nine  presidents  and  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  vice-}>residents.  The  ]>residents  were  elected  in  the  following- 
order  of  time  : Elias  Boudinot,  ISIO  ; John  Jay,  1821  ; Bichard 
Yarick,  1S2S  ; John  Cotton  Smith,  1831  ; Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
18 JO  ; Luther  Bradisli,  1802  : James  Lenox,  180J  ; JVilliam  II.  Allen, 
LL.L).,  1872,  and  S.  JYells  MBlliams,  LI..!).,  l8Sl. 

At  the  outset  the  society  encountered  the  strong  o|)position  of  Bishop 
John  Henry  Hobart,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  (fiiurch,  wlio  was  the 

Samuel  Bayard,  Princetou,  X.  J.  ; Pcev.  Lyman  Beecher,  secretary  of  the  convention, 
Litchfield,  Conn.  ; Thomas  J.  Biggs,  Nassau  Hall,  Princeton,  N.  J.  ; Lev.  Samuel  Bhitch- 
ford,  D.D.,  Lansinghurg,  N.  Y.  ; Eev.  James  Blythe,  D.D.,  Lexington,  Ky.  ; Bev.  David 
S.  Bogart,  Long  Island,  N.  Y,  ; Bev.  John  il.  Bradford,  D.D.,  .Uhany,  N.  Y.  ; William 
Burd,  Lynchburg,  Va.  ; John  E.  Caldwell,  New  York  ; Levi  Callender,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ; 
Bev.  John  Chester,  Albciny,  N.  Y.  ; Vlatthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  (,'b.amhershurg,  Penn.  ; 
Bev.  Eli  F.  Cooley,  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  ; James  Penimore  Coo])cr,  Cooi)crstown,  N.  Y.  : 
Orrin  Day,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ; Thomas  Eddy,  Nevr  York  ; Henry  Ford,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.  ; Bev.  Bohert  Forrest,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  ; Joiin  Griseem,  New  York  ; Bev, 
James  Hall,  D.D.,  Statesville,  N.  C.  ; Bev.  J.  P.  K.  Hensliaw,  Baltimore,  Md.  ; Joseph  C. 
Hornblower,  Newark,  N.  J.  ; Bev.  Reman  Humphrey,  Fairfield,  Conn.  ; Y'iliiam  Jay, 
Bedford,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  David  Jones,  Newark,  N.  J.  ; Bev.  Isaac  Lewis.  D.TV,  Greenwich, 
Conn.  ; General  John  Linktien,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  John  IMeDowell.  Elizabethtown, 
N.  J.  ; Bev.  John  'SL  Mason,  D.D.,  New  York  ; Bev.  Philip  :^Iilledoh  r,  D.D.,  New  York  ; 
Bev.  Jedediah  Morse,  D.D.,  Charlestown,  INIass.  : Valentine  iUott,  iU.I).,  New'  York  ; 
William  C.  Mulligan,  New'  York  ; John  Murray,  Jr.,  Nt*w  York  ; Bev.  John  Neil,  D.D., 
Albany,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.D..  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  Andrew  Oliver, 
Springfield,  N.  Y.  ; Isaac  Vt.  Platt.  Na.ssau  Hall,  Ihinceton.  N.  J.  ; Bev.  Alexander 
Proudtit,  D.D.,  Salem,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  John  H.  Bice,  Bitdimond,  ,Va.  ; Bev.  James  Rich- 
ards, D.D.,  New'ark,  N.  J.  ; Bev.  John  B.  Bomeyn,  D.D.,  secretary  of  the  convention, 
New'  Y'ork  ; Joslma  Sands,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  GilV*ert  H.  Sayres,  Ja  iUiica,  N.  Y.  ; 
Robert  Sedgwick,  New'  York  ; Ichabod  Skinner,  Connecticut  ; Bev.  Samuel  S})iing.  D.D., 
Newburyport,  ^lass.  ; Bev.  Gardiner  Spring,  New'  York  ; Genmal  Jos('{)h  G.  Swift, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  N.  W.  Taylor,  New  Haven.  (1)1111.  ; Adrian  Van  Sindereii,  New'- 
town,  N.  Y.  ; Guy.sbert  B.  Yroom,  New  York  ; Joshua  .AI.  Wallace,  })resideut  of  the  con- 
vention, Burlington,  N.  J.  ; Henry  W.  Warm  r,  New  York  ; Ih-v.  John  Williams.  New 
York  ; "W'illir.m  Williams,  Vernon.  N.  Y.  ; Bev.  Sinum  Wilmur,  Swedes!)oro’,  N.  L ; Rev. 
George  S.  Woodhull,  Cranberry,  N.  J.  ; Charles  Wright,  ITushing,  N.  Y. 
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recognized  head  of  the  High  ('hiircli  In  a pastoml  letter,  dati'd 

April  o,  ISla,  on  Bible  and  Prayer-book  societies,  the  bishop  wai-iuMt 
Episco|)alians  against  deserting  the  separate  management  of  tluh- 
respective  concerns,  to  imite  with  those  who  did  not  value  the  apijstolir 
and  primitive  characteristics  of  tlieir  cliurcli. 

The  bisho])  was  answered  1)V  AViiliam  Jay,  of  Bedford,  also  an 
earnest  Episcopalian,  who  took  tlie  gimmd  tliat  it  was  tlie  intcivst 
and  the  duty  of  churchmen  to  unite  with  others  in  the  distribution  of 
the  Bible.  Mr.  Jay  was  one  of  tlie  most  active  members  of  tlu? 
American  Bible  Society.  The  controversy  thus  opened  was  vigorously 
renewed  the  next  year  by  the  same  gentlemen. 

The  society  is  strictly  unsectarian,  and  issues  the  Scri[)tures  in  all 
languages,  cvithout  note  or  comment.  For  twenty-five  years  after  its 
organization  it  ])rosecuted  its  work  without  being  incoqiorated,  witli 
great  inconvenience,  and  often  at  the  imminent  peril  of  its  highest 
interests.  On  iMarch  2o,  1S41,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York  granted  it  a cliarter,  and  by  special  acts  afterward  gave  it  ])ermis- 
sion  to  buy,  hold,  and  convey  real  estate.  It  is  legally  qualified  to 
guard  eveiy  trust  committed  to  it.  It  has  on  its  register  about  two 
thousand  auxiliary  societies. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  its  life  the  xVmerican  Bilile  Society  was 
migratory,  first  occiqnung  a room  in  the  City  Hospital  ; then  in  tlu' 
City  Hall  ; then  a place  in  the  rooms  of  the  Xew  York  Historical 
Society  ; then  in  the  ollice  of  its  agent,  corner  of  Xassau  and  Cedai* 
streets  ; then  a room  seven  I>y  nine  feet  square,  in  the  ])rinting-oiiice  in 
Clilf  Street  ; then  in  a room  twenty  feet  square,  in  tlie  rear  of  the 
Merchants’  Exchaugn  ; and  after  other  inmovals  it  settled  down  in 
building  of  its  own  in  Nas^au,  near  Beekman  Street.  The  operations 
of  the  society  increased  rapidly.  ^lore  room  was  necessary.  Land 
was  purchased  at  Eighth  Street,  between  Third  and  Fourth  avcmu's. 
and  there  the  corner-stone  of  the  present  Bible  House  was  laid,  on  Jini(‘ 
2Vg  1S52.  The  editice,  built  of  brick,  six  stories  in  height,  and  occupy- 
ing a whole  square,  was  completed  and  occupied  the  following  year. 
The  funds  for  the  erectirai  of  this  imposing  stnicture  were  free-will 
ollerings  of  friends  of  the  institution.  Xot  a dollar  raised  for  publica- 
tion and  distribution  of  the  Seriptures  was  invested  in  it. 

The  working  force  at  the  Bible  House  is  divided  into  executive  and 
manufacturing.  About  three  liundnMl  pemons  are  employed.  The 
motive  ])Ower  is  a sixty-horse  [)oW(‘r  engine,  which  moves  presses  that 
]>rint  about  two  million  Bibles  a year.  There  is  also  a Bible  for  tin' 
blind,  printeil  in  I’aist'd  !(‘tt(U‘s. 


Ji<}  ' f’-i 

Ja?^ 


’iTV> 


■u;\  hr,.',«-l  •'.  /rl  A :■  da>i.nr,>  tfgiU 

,,.iib.»  ■■. ‘U'd  np’>«  i '•  1 . .,  ,"  ,.i,!Ai  ,,ft- e«m 

.. ./ 


..Lu''.iri,,’,:.'h''i.  ,vaJ.,W-’. •'  ***1!:’ 

*■'"  *•■  -i  ' ■'*:  -W-d  . . .,;'i;i  Igiiw  " -sr'U'JcArfc^^rAllUiC  ,r=«!'.Sl< 


•‘■’V*  /f  f ■■  ^ ; ,i . .,.•  ->  «.! . ’...  v,:;d.  5.U 


->il  V • -. ; ' ■ ■ -l.'»- 

■;  I-.'  - 

, ■ .■•  ''  . . - . jl, (.'/,>  fr.j  r Hj*r?c*.ri<f  J)  ftuiun 

d;.:«  ' , ,..  ‘ 

le-AA-t  i;' - ,1  b.*  b ' . ■.  ; y ., 

. Ir/nv.,;'  - : ' 'V;''  ’ -- r , ' a':’,-x,o«-' 

/A;V^KAA.VA.bAV«-^i  «.»!:  dl ‘ 

. '‘A'”  /-■  .■V  ,."v.,.,  .,  v.jisfpterWAA'^A^  --.-A 

■:,=«•«.' vihist-^  'iUmi  Jr^'yrf^w■/,  b;i^v^■A J ■ ■^M 


^ IfiiS'Wfsfil  'Hv  '*<  \',v^:-  " ’ 

,.«J1  1,r.  , . S «! 

: rr/r'^iVf  •>^'■^^  '*-■';'■*  ■'  ■ ■ ^ 

■ " lil  i.ki'  . ■ V 


vw  rrrmu  • • ’ 5"' 

',  .„;•,  Hr.  •«*5  ■'. ! wm^cHasmT  #,.  wmi'-n  i»  vmMwtf 


'-  ...Aa...  ,,„: 


'444*inh^-- 

4',  ■..  -..-j  -'«a' i;U  ■?<! 


FIHST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


135 


Tlie  total  rccei[)ts  of  tiie  society  to  tlio  close  of  the  iiscal  yi‘ar  endinir 
^farch  ?)1,  18S2,  were  Sl>i of  which  amount  were 

l)c({uests  from  more  than  three  tln^usand  pm'sons.  The  total  iiundMU’  of 
volumes  issued  by  the  society  to  the  same  date  was  4o,4o7.;)84.  A 
large  })roportion  of  these  were  distributed  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
army  and  seamen  ; in  hotels,  railways,  and  steamboats,  criminal  and 
humane  institutions,  immigrants,  and  among  the  destitute  poor.  The 
society  has  circulated  tiie  Bible  in  more  tlian  eighty  dilfereiit  languages 
and  dialects."^" 

Xew  York  City  is  the  birthplace  of  the  MissroxAuv  Socamv  or  tiik 
^Letiiodist  Episcopal  Ciiukcii  in  the  United  States. 

One  Sunday  in  the  year  ISld,  ]\Iarcus  i.indsay  was  preacliing  in 
^Marietta,  Ohio,  when  a colored  man  named  Stewart  was  convertetl. 
AVhile  praying  in  the  lields  afterward  Stewart  heard  a voice,  like  that 
of  a woman,  calling  to  him  from  the  north-west  to  ])reach  the  gospel, 
lie  obeyed.  YBth  a knapsack  he  travelled  along  roa.ds  and  through 
the  woods  until  he  came  upon  some  Delaware  Indians  who  were  pre- 
paring for  a dance.  He  captivated  them  liy  singing  a hymn,  and  then 
lie  preached  to  them.  He  went  on  farther  toward  the  north-west  until 
lie  reached  Upper  Sandusky  (now  Ereniont),  whei*e  the  voice  that 
seemed  to  call  him  forward  ceased. 

At  the  house  of  the  agent  of  the  AVvandots  at  Sandusky,  Stewart 
met  Pointer,  a backsliding  Methodist  Indian,  whom  he  had  known  in 
Kentucky.  The  evangelist  said  to  him  : 

To-morrow  I must  preach  to  these  Indians,  and  you  must  inter- 
pret.” 

How  can  I,  without  religion,  interpret  a serniun  C’  .said  Pointer, 
bursting  into  tears. 

After  a night  of  prayer.  Pointer  was  on  han<l  the  next  day,  when 
Stewart  preached.  The  congregation  consisted  of  one  old  sipiaw. 
Stewart  preached  faithfully.  The  next  day  a man  came  with  the  .s(juaw. 
The  following  day  eight  or  ten  were  there,  and  soon  tIha'  were  listen- 
ing in  crowds.  There  wei’e  many  convm’sions.  This  extraordinary 
occurrence  was  noi.sed  alu’oad.  The  (.’hurcli  througliout  the  land  was 
deeply  stirred.  The  haiwest  among  the  barbariansof  the  forest  .seemed 
waiting  for  the  sickle,  and  the  pr<4tracted  nnH‘ting”  at  Upper  San- 

* TLio  pre-sidont  of  tho  Auioricuu  RiMo  Sofiety  is  S.  L.  Williams,  LIj.!.),,  of  New  Ilavtai, 
Conn.,  assisteil  by  thirty-two  vice-presidents  in  various  States  of  the  Ropublie.  Its  .sec- 
retaries are  the  Rev.  Drs.  Edward  W.  Gilman,  .Vh'xander  ^IcLt'an,  and  .Vlbert  S.  Hunt  ; 
its  assistant  treasurer  is  Aiulrev.-  L.  Ta}h'r,  and  its  general  agent  is  Calelj  4’.  Rowe.  ll 
has  thirty-four  muiuigers. 
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dusky  led  to  the  foniuition  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  iMethodi>t 
E])isco])al  Cl  lurch  tliree  years  later. 

An  entei’prising  young  inercliant  in  Xew  York  City  (Gahriel  1‘. 
Disosway)  went  to  the  Rev.  Xatiiaii  Bangs  and  pleaded  for  tin* 
immediate  organization  of  a missionary  society  such  as  other  denomina- 
tions had  formed.  l\Ir.  Bangs  was  cautious,  lie  conferred  with  tin* 
Rev.  Joshua  Soule.  The  piaiject  was  favoralhy  considered.  iMen  at 
the  ^Yest  pleaded.  The  matter  could  not  he  postponed.  Local  mis- 
sionary societies  were  s])ringing  up. 

Xew  York  City  then  constituted  one  circuit.  The  preaclier  in  charge 
met  the  ]n‘eachers  in  weekly  conference.  At  one  of  these  meetings 
the  Rev.  Yathan  Bangs,  Ih’echorn  Garrettson,  Samuel  ]\lerwin,  Joshua 
Soule,  Tliomas  Marvin,  Laban  Clark,  Seth  Crowell,  Samuel  llowe,  and 
Thomas  Tlior])c  were  present.  It  was  resolved  to  form  a missionary 
society.  A committee  (Clark,  Bangs,  and  Garrettson)  drafted  a consti- 
tution, which  was  subsei|uent]y  submitted  to  a public  meeting  of  tlie 
church  and  friends  of  missions  in  the  Forsyth  Street  meeting-house  on 
the  evening  of  April  5,  1819.  The  house  was  filled.  The  Rev.  Xathan 
Bangs  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Francis  Hall  vras  appointed  secre- 
tary. On  motion  of  Freeborn  Garrettson,  it  was 

That  it  is  expedient  for  this  meeting  to  form  a Mis- 
sionary and  Bible  Soculdy  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
America.  ’ ’ 

The  constitution  was  amended  and  ado])ted,  subscriptions  w'ere  re- 
ceived, and  tlu‘  new-born  society  elected  its  ofricers.  They  chose  Bishop 
'William  iMcIvendi'ee  }nesident,  Bisho])  Enoch  George  fii'st  vice-]>resi- 
dent.  Bishop  Ih)bert  T.  Roberts  second  vice-iwesident,  the  IJev.  Yatlum 
Bangs,  Xew  York  Conference,  third  vice-])resident,  Francis  Hall 
clerk,  Daniel  Ayres  recording  secretary,  Thomas  Mason  corresponding 
secretary,  the  Rev.  J(.)s}iiia  Soule  treasurer.  Thirty-two  managei’s 


* Nathan  Bangs,  B.B.,  was  born  at  Stamford,  Coim.,  ^lay  2,  1778,  and  died  in  New 
York  City  ^lay  1,  18(!2.  Ho  began  business  life  as  a schoolmaster  and  land  surveyor.  In 
1801,  at  the  age  of  twenty-throe,  he  entered  the  Methodist  ministry  as  an  itinerant.  In 
this  pursuit  he  travelled  seven  years  in  Canada.  In  1808  he  returned  to  the  United 
States  and  had  charge  of  circuits,  stations,  and  districts  until  1820,  when,  he  was  ap- 
pointed agent  and  editor  of  the  ?vIethodist  Book  Concern  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Ho 
was  for  five  years  editor  of  the  C h rist'nni  Aflvnrntf  uixj  Journal  and  also  editor  of  the 
books  issued  from  the  Concern  for  several  years.  He  served  as  corresponding  secretary 
of  the  ^Missionary  Society  18;]G— 11,  was  president  of  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Middle- 
town  1811—1:'),  and  for  ton  years  afterward  was  pastor  of  iMethodist  churches  in  New 
York  City  and  Brooklyn.  Dr.  Bang.;  wroto  st;ver:d  valuable  books,  among  them  a ‘‘  His- 
tory of  the  Methodist  Church”  and  a *•  History  of  l\Iissions.” 
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wvw  cliosen,  of  wliom  twenty-six  were  citizens  of  Xew  York,  three 
\v«*re  citizens  of  Brooklyn,  and  three  were  citizens  of  AVestchester.* 

The  society  encountered  op[)osition  from  the  be^'innino*,  especially  from 
Mr'thodists  who  were  friends  of  the  American  13ible  Society,  because  of 
its  Bible  feature.  It  was  also  op])osed  because  it  was  believed  that  it 
would  attempt  to  labor  in  a foreign  field  when,  it.  was  argued,  the 
i'a])iilly  increasing  po])ulation  in  our  own  country  would  demand  more 
money  and  laborers  than  the  church  could  sup[dy.  The  society  had  a 
long  and  persistent  struggle  with  prejudice,  ignorance,  and  misaj)pre- 
hension,  but  brave  souls  were  in  tlie  forefront  of  the  battle.  Auxiliary 
societies  were  formed  in  various  cities,  and  three  ]iionths  after  the 
organization  of  the  parent  society  a Female  Auxiliary  S(X*iety  was 
lonned  in  the  city  of  Aew  York,  of  which  I^lrs.  IMary  ^Y.  ]\Iason  was 
chosen  ])resident.  She  held  that  office  during  the  entii’c  existence  of 
the  society,  a period  of  almost  half  a century.  It  seems  to  have  ante- 
dated all  other  missioiiary  organizations  of  women  in  the  kmd. 

The  General  Conference  gave  the  enterprise  its  countmiance  and 
moral  support.  It  steadily  overcame  obstacles,  and  soon  l)ecame  a cher- 
ished institution  of  the  church.  Its  missions  spread  all  over  the  United 
States  and  beyond  on  the  American  contineiit,  and  the  banner  of  the 
i\lissionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco[)al  Church  Avas  seen  in  time 
on  every  continent  and  on  many  islands  of  the  sea.  Its  harvests  have 
been  rich  and  marvellous  : its  ripe  and  gathered  sheaves  have  been 
abundant — tenfold  more  abundant  than  was  ever  dreamed  of  by  its 
founders. 

This  aggressive  missionary  society  has  flourishing  stations  in  Africa  ; 
in  Japan,  (diina,  and  India  in  Asia  ; in  Germany  and  Switzerland  ; in 
ScandiiKivia  (Denmark,  Aorway,  and  Sweden)  ; in  Italy  : in  Bulgaria 
and  Turkey  ; in  i\rexico  and  South  America,  and  all  over  the  domains 
of  our  Bepublic  where  missions  are  needed,  and  among  the  Iiulian 
tribes.  Everywhere  special  attention  is  given  to  the  <‘st;ib]ishment  of 
week-day  and  Sabbath  schools  for  the  instruction  of  adults  and  the 
young,  especially  for  the  latter. 

'The  annual  recei])ts  of  the  society  from  voluntary  contributions  itnd 
apportionments  seem  to  be  adequate  to  meet  all  demands  u})on  the 
treasury.  Its  work,  however,  is  continually  extended  in  ])roportion  to 
tlie  aneans  aiforded.  Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  worlc  may  be 
formed  by  the  fact  that  the  apt)ropriations  for  ISS3  for  carrying  on  the 

^ “ ^risi^ion^  arn.]  ]\rissioiiury  Society  of  tlie  ]MotboJist  Episcopal  Charcb,"  by  Eov. 
John  M.  KeiJ,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
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enterprise  wen'  about  s7TS,c00.  Of  this  amount  nearly  one  lialf  was 
a])propriated  to  foreign  missions.  The  largest  amount  of  contilbutiniK 
to  the  treasury  of  the  society,  in  one  year,  was  in  ISSi,  Adieu  tin* 
amount  was  s091 

The  best  service  Avhich  this  great  missionary  society  is  doing  for  Urn 
cause  of  Christianity  and  true  religion,  for  the  spread  of  rational  and 
enlightened  civilization  and  good  living  throughout  the  Avorld,  is  done 
by  the  influence  of  its  numerous  schools  for  the  sound  education  of  the 
heads  and  liearts  of  the  young.  This  sweetening  and  strengthening 
the  fountains  of  life  is  truly  a divine  service. 

The  present  Xi-:w  York  Ihimn  SomuTV  had  its  origin  in  the  year 
182^,  and  at  its  organization,  in  the  fall  of  1828,  it  took  the  name  of 

The  Young  31en's  llilile  Society." 


During  the  |);’cv;ilence  of  the  yelloAv  fever  iii  tlie  city  of  Yew  York, 
in  the  summer  of  1822,  many  i-esidents  and  business  men  below  Ileek- 
man  Street  fled  from  the  pestilence  to  the  country  beyond  the  rivers  or 
to  the  sparsely  inhabited  region  on  the  island  above  Canal  Street.  On 
their  return  advantage  Avas  taken  of  an  extraordinarA"  religious  reviA'al 
Avliich  had  occurred  early  in  the  year,  beginning  in  the  Brick  (Presljy- 
terian)  Church,  of  Avhich  the  late  Dr.  Spring  Avas  pastor,  to  enlist 
young  men  of  the  city  in  the  cause  of  a Avider  spread  of  the  Bible. 

There  then  existed  in  the  city  a Ycav  York  Bible  Society,’’  Avhicli 
had  been  formed  in  1819  bv  the  union  of  two  similar  associations. 


That  societA"  strongB^  faAau’ed  the  idea  of  a kindred  association,  as  an 


auxiliary  or  othenvise,  composed  of  young  men,  and  AA'as  actiAm  in  the 
formation  of  the  ucav  association.  Already  other  societies  Avere 
actiAX'ly  engaged  in  the  same  Avoik,  notably  the  ..Vmerican  Bible 
Society,  The  Auxiliary  F('inale  Bil)le  Society,  The  Marine  Bible 
Society,  and  The  Young  Ladies'  Bible  S(>ciety,  all  laboring  vigorously 
in  the  city  of  Y^cav  York.  Yck  there  appeared  to  l)e  a special  Avork  of 
usefulness  foi*  young  men  to  do.  and  at  a meeting  held  in  a school-room 
in  Thames  Street,  on  September  22.  1828.  tlie  Young  ]\reiTs  Bible 
Society  aaxis  formed,  Avith  Horatio  Gillet  as  president  : .Vnthony  B. 


* The  officers  of  the  society  (18S3)  nrc  : the  Rev.  Bishop  Simpsoi.,  D.D.,  presi- 

<leut  ; Bisliops  Bouinan.  Harris,  Foster,  AA'iley,  Alorriil.  Audrews,  Peck,  AVarren,  Foss, 
and-  Hunt,  and  tholiev.  Drs.  Crawford,  Curry,  and  AAlse,  and  Messrs.  G.  L.  F'aneher,  J. 
H.  Taft,  Oliver  Hoyt,  II.  AS'.  Forrester,  and  George  J.  Ferry,  vice-presidents  ; John 
M.  Reid  and  Charles  Fowler,  correspomling  secretaries  ; J.  M.  Phillips,  treasurer  ; 
J.  8M.  AAbildron,  assistant  treasurer  ; James  X.  Fitzgerald,  recording  secretary,  and 
David  Terry,  emeritus  recording  secretary. 
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liaise j,  George  Colgate,  John  ]^eilson,  Jr  , Louis  King,  Henry 
Bennett,  and  John  Sands,  vice-presidents  ; Frederick  Bull,  correspond- 
ing secretary  ; George  A.  Barto^v,  recording  secretary,  and  Silas  M. 
Butler,  treasurer.  There  was  a board  of  managers  appointed. 

In  October  the  president  and  secretary  were  authorized  to  purchase 
one  hundred  Bibles  for  distribution,  and  in  Xovember  tlie  store  of 
J.  P.  Havens  was  made  the  repository’’  of  the  Bibles. 

At  the  outset  the  new  association  found  little  to  do.  The  field  was 
already  filled  with  laborers,  and  it  was  compelled  for  some  time  to 
stand  in  the  market-place  all  the  day,  idle,”  because  it  could  not  find 
legitimate  employment.  So  late  as  the  close  of  March , IS'24,  there 
had  been  only  one  Bible  ‘‘  distributed.’’ 

AVearied  with  the  irksomeness  of  enforced  inactivity,  the  society,  in 
May  following,  offered  to  supply  the  Sabbath -schools  of  the  city  with 
Bibles,  for  prizes,  a labor  hitherto  jierformed  by  the  elder  society,  to 
which  the  tender  of  the  personal  services  of  the  board  was  made. 
These  proposals  were  acceded  to,  and  the  Young  Afen's  Bible  Society 
began  its  work,  whicli  has  never  since  ceased.  The  methods  of  per- 
forming its  labors  were  defective,  and  were  soon  afterward  modified. 

The  society  worked  in  harmony  with  cognate  institutions.  It 
engaged  in  the  good  work  of  supplying  destitute  families  with  the 
Scriptures,  and  in  1S30  it  began  the  service  of  supplying  tlie  humane 
and  criminal  institutions  with  Bibles  and  Testaments.  The  same  year 
the  society  sent  two  thousand  Testaments  for  Sabbath -schools  to  be 
foiTned  in  the  AVestern  States,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1831  fully  three 
thousand  Testaments  were  forwarded  to  St.  Louis.  Soon  after  this  the 
Young  Ladies’  Xew  York  Bible  Society  relieved  it  of  the  burden  of 
supplying  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  city  with  Bibles. 

The  sphere  and  influence  of  the  A^oung  Alen's  BilJe  Society  rapidly 
expanded  in  all  directions.  In  tlie  summer  of  1831  the  N(‘w  A^ork  City 
Bible  Society  surrendered  its  field  of  operations  to  it,  and  in  1840  the 
Alarine  Bible  Society  turned  its  work  over  to  the  vigorous  associa- 
tion which  was  then  supplying  seamen,  soldiers  in  garrisons,  and  the 
city  hotels  with  the  Scriptures.  Finally  tlie  Parent  Society,”  as  it 
was  called — the  Yew  A^ork  Bible  Society — gave  up  its  work  and  its 
name  to  its  younger  coadjutor,  and  it  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Yew  A"ork  Bible  Six^iety.  During  tlie  Civil  AVar  its  labom  were 
immense  and  salutary.  Its  means  were  adecjuate  to  its  ^cants,  for  its 
energy  and  good  judgment  were  proverbial,  and  contributions  to  the 
society  were  generous. 
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The  work  of  tlie  Xcw  York  Bible  Society  ^ still  goes  vigorously  on 
in  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  among  the  destitute  of  the  city,  the 
arriving  immigrants  at  Castle  Garden,  the  seamen  who  go  from  the 
port  of  Xew  York,  and  in  other  fields.  During  the  eleven  months 
ending  August  31,  1SS3,  the  society  distributed  in  the  homes  of  the 
city,  among  the  immigrants  at  Castle  Garden,  and  among  the  shipping, 
125,935  copies  of  the  Scriptures — Bibles,  Testaments,  and  parts  of  the 
Bible.  Forty -two  of  the  benevolent  and  criminal  institutions  of  the 
city,  23  Sunday-schools,  and  IT  missions  were  su})plied.f 

An  active  and  powerful  auxiliary  of  the  society  above  mentioned  iu 
the  diffusion  of  religious  knowledge  and  evangelical  Christian  principles 
is  the  A:\[ericax  Tract  Society  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  undenomina- 
tional in  its  character.  It  was  founded  inlS25,  with  a view  to  unitino- 
local  tract  societies  which  had  sprung  up,  in  one  national  institution. 
The  Xew  p]ngland  Tract  Society,  which  had  been  founded  at  Amherst, 
was  then  located  at  Boston,  with  the  name  of  the  American  Tract 
Society.  It  united  with  the  Xew  York  Xational  Society  as  a branch 
of  that  institution,  and  that  union  continued  until  1S59,  when  the  hesi- 
tancy of  the  society  to  ]niblish  tracts  on  slavery  caused  the  Boston 
l)ranch  to  'withdraw  and  resume  its  independent  position  for  some 
yea  re. 

For  the  first  two  yeare  of  the  existence  of  the  American  Tract 
Society  only  tracts  were  pul>lished,  for  adults  and  children.  In  the 
third  year  volumes  a]>peared,  and  in  the  fourth  year  systematic  tract 
distrilmtion  was  begun.  The  colportage  system  was  adopted  in  1811. 
That  system  has  been  the  mainspring  which  has  kept  the  work  of 
the  society  in  successful  operation.  From  that  time  to  1ST5,  a 
period  of  thirty-four  yeai's,  the  coljiorteurs  had  distributed  lu,500,o00 
copies  of  its  ])ul)lications,  of  which  number  2,780,000  were  given  away. 

The  publication  of  periodicals  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  society  was 
the  next  step  in  its  progress.  The  Americrm  was  ffi’st  pul)- 

lished,  tlien  a paper  similar  to  the  iu  the  German  language. 

In  1852  the  publication  of  77te  ChR*Ps  Paper  was  begun.  These  were 


* Tho  officers  of  the  society  for  the  year  eridin"  September  1,  18S2,  were  : ’Morris  Bud- 
long,  president  ; Diiuiel  J.  Holden,  Alfred  Xeilson,  vice-presi<lents  ; James  Kydd,  corre- 
sponding secretary  ; W.  'SL  Williams,  recording  secretary  ; Joseph  A.  Welch,  treasurer. 
It  has  six  agents,  namely,  Alexander  Watson,  John  S.  Pierson,  William  G.  Jones,  K.  Wh 
Kraemer,  Ernst  Jackson,  W.  H.  R.  Neilson,  and  forty-eight  managers. 

f Mr.  Pierson,  one  of  the  agents,  writes  : “ This  report  (18S2)  docs  not  show  the  pres- 
ent work  of  the  Society  fairly,  as  there  has  been  a temporary  relaxation  of  work  in  some 
departments,  pending  proposed  changes.” 
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all  published  monthly.  2he  Paper  was  liandsonu'ly  illustrated 

from  the  beginning.  It  now  has  a circulation  of  neaily  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  monthly.  In  ISTl  thi’ee  new  periodicals  were 
added  to  those  already  mentioned — the  Illustrated  Christian  Wcel'hj^ 
the  German  People'' s Pr’iend^  a small  weekly,  and  the  hMornhuj  Li<jht^ 
for  beginners.  The  society  also  publishes  an  illustrated  jiaper  in  the 
Spanish  language,  called  the  Star  of  Il/thlehem. 

The  operations  of  the  American  Tract  Society  are  now  immense  in 
volume  and  far-reaching  and  salutary  in  their  influence.  The  ndiole 
number  of  distinct  publice.tions  issued  by  the  society  in  1SS2  were  0574, 
of  which  144S  were  bound  volumes,  the  remainder  ])a])er-covered  books, 
tracts,  leaflets,  cards,  and  handbills.  The  whole  number  issued  at  for- 
eign stations,  approved  by  the  society’s  Publication  (’ommittee,  was 
4321,  of  which  GS6  were  bound  volumes.  These  various  publications 
may  be  classed  under  the  heads  of  expository,  Chilstian  evidences, 
biography,  narratives  for  young  people,  narratives  for  children,  stories 
for  young  children,  awakening  and  conversion,  consolation,  and  Chris- 
tian edification.  The  books  and  tracts  are  printed  in  the  English, 
German,  French,  and  Spanish  languages. 

The  American  Tract  Society  possesses  a spacious  brick  building,  five 
stories  in  height,  on  the  corner  of  A’assau  and  Spruce  streets,  Aew 
York.  "When  the  society  was  formed  Spruce  Street  Avas  a naiTow 
lane.  On  the  site  of  the  Tract  House  Avas  a miserable  old  Avooden 
taA'ern,  and  opposite  it,  on  the  site  of  the  Xoav  York  7'i/nes  building, 
AA^as  a one-story  Avooden  lecture-room  belonging  to  tiie  Prick  Church 
on  Beekman  Street.  Tins  was  replaced  by  a neat  brick  edifice  a fcAv 
yeai*s  afterAvard.  The  Tract  Society  and  the  XeAv  York  Ohserrer  Avei*e 
the  pioneers  of  the  printing  establishments  Avhich  Ikiav'  since  given  the 
open  space  in  that  neighborhood  the  name  of  Printing-House  S(juare. 
The  society  is  goA^erned  by  a board  of  directoi's,  elected  annually. 

One  of  the  latest  and  best  organizations  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  for 
promoting  the  spiritual  and  temporal  Avelfare  of  the  ])oo])le  of  the  city, 
especially  of  the  poor,  is  that  of  the  YTew  York  Cnv  l\Iissiox  and 
Tract  Society,  organized  in  1S27. 

The  germ  of  this  institution  Avas  pkmted  (as  is  fiNHpiently  the  case) 

* The  officers  forl882-8.3  are  : Hon.  AA'illiam  Stronj?,  LL.1>.,  of  riiiliidelplua,  president; 
Kt.  Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Smith,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  New  York  City,  vice-president,  vitli  tifty- 
one  honorary  vice-presidents  ; Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.D.,  correspondin'^'  secretary,  with 
colportage  ; Rev,  AAdlliam  AV.  Rand,  publishing  secretary  ; Rev.  (t.  L.  Sliearer,  financial 
secretary  ; Samuel  E.  Warner,  assistant  secretary  ; Rew  Thomas  .Arinitago,  D.D.,  record- 
ing secretary  ; O.  R.  Kingsbury,  treasurer. 
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by  a woman.  A womairs  mind  conceived  its  plan,  and  a woman's 
liand  began  the  good  work.  Dr.  Adam  Clarke  said,  in  substance  : ‘‘In 
all  benevolent  works  one  woman  is  e(|ual  to  seven  men  and  a half." 

The  incipient  ste})  in  the  formation  of  this  society  was  taken  by  the 
noble  wife  of  Divie  llethiine,  the  daughter  of  the  sainted  Isabella 
Graham,  in  the  year  1S2l\  The  organization  was  completed  by  the* 
adoption  of  a constitiitiuii  and  the  appointment  of  oliicers,  at  a ])ublic 
meeting  held  at  the  Brick  Church  chapel,  on  the  site  of  the  Xew  ^'ork 
Times  building,  ^farch  25,  1S22.  This,  it  is  believed,  was  the  lirst  step 
in  organized  woman's  work  in  city  missions,  and  in  the  work  of  dis- 
tributing religious  tracts. 

o o 

This  association  of  women  went  on  quietly  and  unostentatiously, 
doing  a vast  amount  of  good  labor,  and  working  with  the  American 
Tract  Society  until  l'^27,  when  men,  ]>erceiving  their  good  deeds  and 
appreciating  their  influence,  resolved  to  form  a City  Tract  Society  on 
the  same  plan.  Accordingly,  the  following  notice  appeared  in  the 
Commercial  Adverilsei\  of  which  the  good  Francis  Hall  was  proprietor, 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1S2T  : 

“ A public  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  City  Hotel  this  evening,  at 

o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a Xew  York  City  Tract  Society, 
for  the  su])ply  of  our  seamen,  our  Immane  and  criminal  institutions, 
and  for  other  local  tract  operations  in  this  city.  Several  addresses  will 
be  delivered.  A general  attendance  of  all  Avho  are  friendly  to  the 
ol)ject  is  requested.” 

A large  assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  convened  on  the  specified 
evening.  The  veneralde  Colonel  Richard  Varick,'^'^  the  ])resident  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  and  then  seventy- five  yeai*s  of  age,  presided, 
and  the  Rev.  AC.  A.  Jlallock  was  chosen  secretary.  The  meeting  ^vas 
addressed  by  tlie  Rev.  Afessrs.  Soniei*s  and  Alonteith,  and  by  the  Rev. 


* Ricliarfl  Yarick  was  born  in  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  in  5Iarch,  17o:p  and  died  in  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.,  in  July,  1831.  He  was  a lawyer  practising  in  New  York  City  when  the  old 
war  for  independence  began.  Ho  entered  the  military  service  as  captain  in  Macdoiigall’s 
regiment,  joined  the  Northern  army  nnder  (leneral  Schuyler,  and  became  that  othcor’s 
secretary.  He  was  afterward  deputy  muster-master-general,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel.  After  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  Yarick  was  acting  inspector-general  at  'West 
I’oint,  where  he  remained  until  after  the  treason  of  Arnold,  when  he  became  a member 
of  General  Washington's  military  family,  and  was  his  recording  secretary  until  near  the 
close  of  the  waar.  After  the  British  evacuated  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1783,  Colonel 
Yarick  was  appointed  recorder.  He  assisted  in  the  revision  of  the  .State  laws.  He  wc.s 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  in  1787.  In  17.s3  ho  w.is  a])pointed  attorney-general  of  the 
State,  and  subsequently  mayor  of  New  York.  Colonel  Yarick  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  American  Bible  Society,  and  succeeded  -John  Jay  as  its  president. 
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Drs.  ^lilnor,  Knox,  Spring,  Brodliend,  and  ^racaiilay.  Tiie  participants 
were  persons  of  various  religious  denouiiiiations.  A constitution  Avas 
read,  adopted,  and  numerously  signed  by  ministers  and  laymen. 

1'he  officers  of  the  society  chosen  for  the  first  year  were  : Zachariah 
LeAvis,  president  ; the  Kca’s.  John  Stanford,  CaA'e  Jones,  and  Henry 
(’hase,  Drs.  John  Keilson  and  John  Stearns,  and  Messrs.  Thomas 
Stokes,  Gerard  Beekman,  and  xVrthur  Tappan,  Ance-presidents  ; Gerard 
llalleck,  corresponding  secretary  ; Oliver  E.  Cobb,  recoi*ding  secre- 
tary, and  Kal})h  Beekman,  treasurer.  SeA'enty  directors  Avere  chosen. 
Among  them  a])])eared  many  names  Avhose  bearers  haA'e  been  conspicu- 
ous in  eA'ery  good  Avork  in  the  city  until  our  day. 

PerceiAung,  from  actual  obseiwation,  the  pressing  neeil  of  Avoman's 
influence  and  Avoman's  Avork  in  their  operations,  the  society  founded  by 
IMrs.  Bethune  Avas  made  an  annex'*  of  the  society  just  formed.  In- 
stead of  the  two  sexes  laboring  together — instead  of  joining  foi*ces  as 
one  family  on  an  equal  footing  as  to  duties  and  [)rivileges — the  womenhs 
society  Avas  permitted  to  take  the  rank  only  of  an  “ auxiliary’'  of  the 
men's  society  ; and  to  this  day  it  is  called  the  Woman's  Branch  of  the 
XeAv  York  City  ^Mission  and  Tract  Society,  Avith  a separate  organiza- 
tion, in  Avhich  only  AA'omen  are  officers  and  honorary  members,  mission- 
aries, and  nurses.  They  make  separate  reports,  but  claim  the  right, 
and  exercise  it,  of  dating  their  ‘‘  branch*’  from  ISdd,  IIa’c  years  before 


the  men's  society  existed. 

The  main  society,  at  its  first  organization,  appointed  a Avoman  agent. 
She  seems  to  liaA'e  been  A'eiy  efficient,  for  at  the  end  of  lier  first 
month’s  labor  she  reported  Ausits  to  ninety  families,  and  calls  uj)on  sev- 
eral clergymen  in  reference  to  forming  auxiliary  tract  societii's  in  the 
seA'eral  churches. 

During  the  first  year  the  Kcav  York  City  ^^fission  and  Tract  Society, 
throimh  the  a^-encA'  of  its  committees  and  AWunteer  visitors,  distributed 
2,3fl8,5I-S  pages,  or  51)2,137  tracts  of  four  pages  each.  At  the  end  of 
six  or  seAxn  years,  so  useful  and  so  extended  became  the  Avnrk  that  it 
AA'as  deemed  adA'isable  to  engage  men  as  inissionaries  avIio  should  dcAmte 
their  Avhole  time  to  Christian  efforts  among  the  pooi'  and  neglected. 
l\rainly  through  the  lilierality  of  tAVo  or  three  ])ei*sons,  th(‘  soc'iety  aa'us 
enabled,  in  1833,  to  begin  this  its  best  missionary  AAmrk.  Within  Iaa'o 
years  ’the  number  of  these  missionaries  aa'us  increased  to  fourteim.  For 


thirty  yeai*s  these  ‘‘  tract  missionaries,”  as  they  AA'ere  called,  carried  on 
their  CAaingelizing  Avork  Avith  great  success,  having  distributed  during 
that  time  aii  aggregate  of  :>o,(mm),(hm)  ti*acts,  b-een  instrumental  in 
eifecting  Tuno  coiiA’crsions.  and  s[)ending  84()u,u0O.  They  had  brought 
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thousands  of  mon,  women,  and  children  into  churches  and  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  planted  many  a fruitful  seed  by  the  agency  of  prav{*r- 
tneetings  in  neglected  neigliborlioods. 

In  1804  tlio  society  was  reorganized.  A secretary  was  appoiiittMl, 
with  enlarged  duties  and  powers,  and  a room  in  the  lUble  House  was 
rented.  Then  it  began  the  publication  of  reports  and  papers  on  the 
methods  and  results  of  city  evangelization.  At  the  annual  meeting 
that  year  the  name  of  the  institution  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Xew 
York  City  ^fission  and  Tract  Society,  whicli  it  now  bears,  and  in  ISOC 
it  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Xew  York.  The  same  year 
a superintendent  of  missions  was  appointed  for  the  organization  of  mis- 
sion chapels  and  seiwices.  The  first  of  these  chapels  was  established  in 
1867,  and  known  as  Olivet  CliapeL  It  is  between  First  and  Second 
streets  and  First  and  Second  avenues.  Other  chapels  and  services  wei*e 
soon  organized,  and  the  good  work  (the  amount  of  which  is  incalcula- 
ble) has  gone  on  Avith  ever-increasing  power  and  beneficence. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  society  for  1882  there  AAmre  a 
mission  churches  and  chapels;  47  missionaries  employed  ; 5 mission 
Sabbath -schools,  with  2r)00  children  taught  during  the  year  ; aggregate 
attendance  u])ou  religious  services  during  tlie  year,  250,000  ; 2245 
families  and  SD80  individuals  aided,  and  S4422  cash  distributed  ; 2601 
Bibles  and  Testaments  given  away,  and  10,030  A^olumes  loaned  and 
gwen  ; 2646  cliildren  led  to  Sabbath-schools  and  306  to  day-schools  ; 
13,930  persons  ])ersuaded  to  atlend  churches  and  missions  ; 908  temper- 
ance pledges  signed,  and  TOOgiOO  tracts  distributed.  It  noAV  employs 
18  missionaries. 

During  the  fifty-six  years  of  its  existence  the  society  has  distributed 
about  53,000,000  tracts,  ma<le  2,600,000  missionary  Aosits,  supplied  to 
the  destitute  02,357  Bibles  and  Testameiits,  loaned  and  giAxm  about 
189,000  books,  gathered  into  Sabbath-schools  110,300  children,  and 
into  day-schools  24,o06  ; induced  276,118  persons  to  attend  diviiie  stu'- 
vices,  obtained  50,342  tennperance  ])lodges,  and  expended  $l,331,4s:'>. 
In  addition  to  this  sum  moi-e  than  s200,0oo  haA’e  been  raised  for  l)uild- 
ing  chapels  and  churches  in  the  city.  In  1870  the  mission  conveits 
were  organized  in  bands  of  C’hristian  l)rotherhoods,  and  the  Christian 
ordinances  were  administered  in  the  mission  chapels.  These  are 
undenominational. 

The  AVoman's  Branch  of  the  Xew  York  City  ^Mission  and  Tract 
Society  res(6\'ed  in  1863  that  liencefoith  their  work  should  be  dii*ected 
to  raising  the  money  for  the  su[>])ort  of  the  missionary  women.  It  was 
reorganized  in  1875.  The  board  of  managei’s  constituted  fnx  of  their 
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number  an  executive  committee,  to  give  special  attention  to  business 
(letails.  A superintendent  was  appointed  to  give  instruction  and  direc- 
tions to  missionary  women,  write  up  a history  of  their  work,  and  make 
appeals  to  the  benevolent  women  of  the  city.  According  to  llie  six- 
teenth annual  report  (for  lss2)  the  benevolent  worlc  of  tlie  AVoman's 
Branch  has  been  widely  extended  in  its  scope  and  usefulness.  The 
Branch  is  separate  from  the  City  Mission  Society  in  oi’ganizatiou  and 
support.  It  holds  intimate  relations  with  the  Association  for  Ini[)rov- 
ing  the  Condition  of  the  Poor.  It  employs  eight  female  missionary 
nurses  who  have  been  trained  in  hospitals,  and  thirty-three  missionary 
Avomen.  It  has  sewing  schools  and  sewing  meetings  for  the  ])oor  ; 
])rornotes  the  cause  of  temperance  among  children  of  intemperate 
])arents  by  Bands  of  IIo]:)e  ; has  a pleasant  Christian  A\"orkers'  Home 
for  the  missionailes,  which  embraces,  in  the  family,  twenty-two  mis- 
sionaries and  nurses.  It  distributed  in  1SS2  ^4,000  ti*acts  and  about 
1100  Bibles,  took  about  Sou  cliildren  to  Sabbath-schools,  made  25,(M)<) 
missionary  visits,  gave  away  over  3000  garments,  gave  for  the  relief  of 
the  sick  and  destitute  83325,  raid  furnished  the  services  of  nui'ses  to  2700 
patients.^ 

* The  officers  of  the  City  Mission  and  Tract  Society  for  1883  are  : Morris  K.  Jesup, 
president  ; John  Taylor  Johnston,  vice-president,  and  Lewis  E.  Jackson,  recording  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  There  are  forty-eight  directors. 

The  officers  of  the  Woman's  Branch  are  ; Mrs.  Morris  K.  Jesup,  first  directress  ; Mrs. 
Horace  Holden,  second  directress  ; Miss  5hxry  N.  Wright,  treasurer  ; i\Irs.  R.  M.  Field, 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Brown,  superintendent.  There  are  thirty-two  active  managers, 
representing  fourteen  churches,  ail  Ihresbyterian  or  Eeformed. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


XE  of  the  most  important  associations  in  a commercial  city  is  an 


organization  of  judicious  men  luiving  a special  oversight  of  every- 
thing pertaining  to  its  trade,  ever  watchful  of  all  its  industrial  interests, 
vigilant  in  the  detection  of  legislation  inimical  to  those  interests,  and 
Avise  in  its  suggestions  regarding  enactments  which  touch,  for  good  or 
evil,  the  springs  of  })ros})erity  of  the  country. 

Amone:  these  ore-anizations  the  X^kw  York  CiiAArBEii  of  Commerce  is 
the  oldest  and  most  inlluential  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  was 
constituted  in  ITOS  by  twenty  leading  merchants  in  that  city,  some  of 
whom  afterward  ap|)eai‘ed  conspicuous  in  ])ublic  affairs,  especially  dur- 
ing the  Avar  for  independence,  Avhich  I)roke  out  soon  afterward.  Sonu' 
of  them  Avere  on  one  side  and  some  on  the  other,  in  the  discussion  of 
the  Autal  political  questions  of  the  day. 

These  mercliants  associated  for  the  aA^owed  purpose  ‘‘of  promoting 
and  extending  all  just  and  lawful  commerce,  and  for  affording  relief  to 
decayed  membei’s,  their  Avidows  and  children.”  The  association 
received  a charter  from  Lieutenant-GoA^ernor  Colden,  dated  iMarch  13, 
1770,  giving  it  tlie  name  of  The  Corporation  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  the  City  of  X^cav  York.”  The  privileges  of  this  royal 
charter  Avere  contirmed  by  the  State  goAxuaiment  of  X^ew  York  in  17.SI. 

That  association  Avas  organized  in  troublous  times.  The  industries  of 
the  English-American  colonies  Avere  in  a depressed  state.  UiiAvise  and 
unjust  navigation  and  iH'Aaniue  laws,  and  ])ersistent  resistance  to  tln‘ 
operation  of  these  laAvs,  had  deinnged  commerce,  and  uncertainty  had 
paralyzed  business  of  cA'ery  kind.  The  great  ciuarrel  betAveen  Gi'eat 
Britain  and  her  American  coloiues,  Avhieh  s[)eedily  led  to  a dismember- 
ment of  the  em])ire,  Avas  then  AA'axing  hot.  X^on-impoi*tation  agree- 
ments and  ministerial  menaces  had  created  a feAau'ish  state  of  mind  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  It  Avas  at  this  juncture  that  these  tAAmnty 
merchants  met  and  formed  the  Axmemble  association  Avhich  exists  in 
full  vigor  and  abounding  usefulness  to-day.  It  resoUxal,  at  the  outset 
of  its  carei'i-,  on  mrition  of  l\lr.  Yerplanck,  tliat  none  but  meivliants 
should  be  members  of  that  body.  .At  that  period  the  merchants  con- 
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trolled  the  politics  of  Xew  York.  A majority  of  the  Ih'ovincial 
Assembly  were  merchants. 

Although  ^fassachusetts  had  just  issued  its  famous  cii'cular  letter  to 
its  sister  colonies,  asking  them  to  unite  in  resisting  the  o})pressive 
measures  of  Parliament  ; although  Xew  York  City  was  in  a blaze  of 
excitement,  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  were  stoutly  defending  their  lib- 
erty-pole against  the  ruthless  hands  of  insolent  J]riti.sh  soldiei's — f<;rce 
against  force — and  civil  war  seemed  imminent,  these  twenty  mei’chants, 
calm  and  dignified  in  the  midst  of  tiie  storm,  made  only  the  following 
minute  of  their  proceedings  at  the  momentous  meeting  on  A[)ril  5, 
170S  : 

]\rercantile  societies  have  been  found  very  useful  in  trad- 
ing cities,  for  promoting  and  encouraging  commerce,  supporting  indus- 
try, adjusting  disputes  relative  to  trade  and  navigation,  and  ])roeuring 
such  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  found  necessary  foi'  the  benefit  of 
trade  in  general  : 

For  which  purpose,  and  to  establish  sucli  a society  in  the  city  of 
hfew  York,  the  following  per*sons  convened  on  the  fii’st  Tuesday  in, 
and  being  the  5th  day  of,  xVpril,  1768  : 

John  Cruger, 

Elias  Desbrosses, 

James  Jauncey, 

Jacob  Walton, 

Eobert  Murray, 

Hugh  AV  allace, 

George  Foil iot, 

AVilliam  AValton, 

Samuel  A"er  Planck, 

Theophylact  Pache, 

who  agreed  that  the  said  society  of  me]‘chants  should  consist  of 

‘‘  A ])resident,  vice-pi’esident,  treasurer,  and  seci’etarv,  and  such  a 
number  of  merchants  as  already  are,  or  hereaftei*  may  l)ecome,  mem- 
bers thereof,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Tm-:  Xi:w  Yokk 
Chamber  of  CoM^[ERCF. 

The  members  present  unaniniouslv  chose  the  following  gentlemen 
their  oflieers  for  the  year,  to  coiiimence  on  tin?  first  Tuesday  in  Alay 
next  : 

“ John  Ci-iigei*,  ]n*esid('nt  ; Elias  Desbrosses,  ti*easiirer  : 

Hugh  Wallace,  vice-])resident  ; Antliony  Van  Dam,  secretaiy. 


Thomas  AVliite, 

Afiles  Sherbrooke, 
AValter  Franklin, 
Hobert  Poss  A\huldel, 
Acheron  Thompson, 
La w renc  e K o 1 1 r i gh  t , 
Thomas  Panda!  1, 
AVilliam  AfcAdam, 
Isaac  Low, 

Anthony  \hin  Dam, 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Tlie  following  gentlemen,  Avho  are  of  the  scx.hetj',  not  being  pres- 
ent, assented  to  the  same  : 


John  Crnger,  the  first  ]n*esidcnt  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  was 
mayor  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  was  s[)eaker  of 
the  Colonial  Assembly  from  lT<)h  to  1TT5.  During  the  perilous  times 
])receding  the  outbreak  of  the  llevolution  his  influence  was  powerfully 
exerted  in  maintciiniim  ordei*  amoim-  tlie  citizens.  An  active  member 

O O 

of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  which  met  in  Aew  York  in  1705,  he  w'as 
chosen  to  prepare  the  famous  Declaration  of  Eights  which  was  ])ut 
forth  by  that  body.  Mr.  Crnger  left  the  city  before  it  was  occu])ied 
by  the  British  in  1770. 

The  brothers  AValton,  Jacob  and  AAilliam,  were  among  the  most 
eminent  and  opulent  niercliants  of  Xe^v  York  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  Jacob  died  in  1700.  AVilliam,  who  Avas  a son-in-law  of 
De  Lancey,  built  tlie  beautiful  mansion  in  Pearl  Street,  Xew  York, 
opposite  the  (present)  publishing  establishment  of  ITarper  ik  Brothers, 
and  known  as  the  YYlton  House.  It  disappeared  a few  years  ago, 
before  the  march  of  commercial  business.  It  was,  when  built,  tlie 
most  elegant  mansion  on  the  continent. 

Bobert  lifurmy  and  5Valter  Fi’anklin  represented  the  Quaker  element 
in  tlie  commercial  features  of  Xew  York  at  that  time.  ^Murray  had  a 
country-seat  on  the  Incleberg  (now  known  as  Murray  Hill,  in  the  city'), 
ajid  it  was  at  that  mansion  where  iMrs.  Murray  detained  tlie  British 
officers,  bv  R'ood  chein’  and  fascinatinir  conversation,  while  General 
Putnam,  Avitli  a detacliment  of  the  Continental  army,  flying  froin  the 
menaced  city  of  Xew  Y<)rk',  made  good  his  retreat  to  the  main  army, 
encamped  on  Harlem  Heights. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  maintained  its  organization  and  liekl 
meetings  pretty  regularly  during  the  later  portion  of  the  stirring  period 
of  the  Pevolution.  Its  sessions  ended  in  iMay,  1775,  but  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1770,  such  of  its  members  (mostly  Tories)  who  Temained  in  tin' 
city  met  in  the  f7rerchants’  C'oiIe<^-l louse,  corner  of  AVall  and  Mhitei* 
streets,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  British  commandant  renewed  the 
s(jssiQiis  of  the  Chamber.  Its  operations  were  chiefly  directed  to  aiding 
the  military  governor  in  municipal  affairs,  such  as  regulating  the  prices 
of  provisions,  the  rates  for  cai’inen's  services,  and  also  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  ])rivat(‘erinu-,  Iw  assistance  in  I'lmruiting  for  that  service  iindm' 
the  ])roclaniations  of  the  Ih'itish  admirals. 
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In  1770  ^[r.  Criiger  retired  from  the  pre-sidency.  Ilis  siiccessoi*s  in 
the  olhce  until  the  return  of  peace  were  Hugh  AVallace,  Elias  Des- 
brosses,  Henry  ^Vhite,  Theophylact  Bache,  AVilliaiii  Walton,  and  Isaac 
Low.  The  act  of  reincor[)oration  passed  the  Legislature  of  Xew  York 
on  April  13,  1784.  The  corporators  named  were  Samuel  Broome. 
Jeremiah  Platt,  John  Broome,  Benjamin  Ledyard,  Thomas  Pandall, 
Pobert  Bowne,  Daniel  Phoenix,  Jacob  ^Morris,  Eliphalet  Brush,  James 
Jarvis,  John  Blagge,  Yiner  Van  Zandt,  Stephen  Sayre,  Jacobus  Akin 
Zandt,  Xathaniel  Hazard,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Abraham  Duryee,  ATiiliam 
Alalcolm,  John  Alsop,  Isaac  Sears,  James  Beekiuan,  Abraham  Lott, 
Comfort  Sands,  Joseph  Blackwell,  Jo.shua  Sands,  Lawrence  Embree, 
George  Embree,  Gerardus  Duyckinck,  Jr.,  Cornelius  Pay,  Anthony 
Griffiths,  TJiomas  Tucker,  John  Berrian,  Isaac  Poo.sevelt,  John  Erank- 
lin,  John  II.  Kip,  Henry  H.  Kip,  Archibald  Currie,  David  Currie,  and 
Jonathan  Lawrence. 

The  descendants  of  most  of  these  men  who  revived  the  Chaml>er  of 
Commerce  after  ])eace  was  established,  and  were  the  active  coadjutors 
of  the  first  president  of  the  reincorporated  institution  (John  Alsop  are 
recognized  among  the  leading  ai'cliitects  of  the  commercial  greatness  of 
Kew  York  City,  which  developed  so  wondeii'ully  after  the  completion 
of  the  Erie  Canal.  They  have  ranked  among  the  most  enterprising, 
honorable,  and  ])rosperous  merchants,  and  by  their  business  probity 
and  high  personal  character  as  citizens  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
elements  which  constitute  the  good  name  of  the  metropolis. 

From  Alay,  1775,  until  June,  1779,  the  Chamber  of  C'ommerce,  as 
we  have  observed,  did  not  hold  a meeting.  From  th(‘  time  the  British 
took  possession  of  the  city  in  177<>  until  they  evacuated  it,  many  of  the 
members,  of  English  descent,  co-operated  with  tlie  British  authorities, 
naval  and  military.  From  its  recharter  in  1784  it  has  been  an  active 
body  in  Kew  York,  having  cognizanci^  of  most  of  the  subjects  of  a 
commercial  natui'e  which  have  been  before  the  community. 

The  Chaml)er  of  Commerce  proposed  the  union  of  the  Gi’eat  Lakes 
with  the  Hudson  Piver  so  early  as  17St; — tin?  suggt'stion  of  the  Eri(‘ 
Canal.  Of  the  entire  canal  ])olicy  of  tin'  State,  ('spi'ciallv  that  of  De 
AVitt  Clinton  and  his  coadjutom,  from  181 1 until  the  completion  of  the 

* John  Alsop  wa.s  jxn  opulent  merchant  and  a most  earnest  patriot.  Tie  %va.s  a nativ(i 
of  Middletown,  Conn.,  to  which,  place  ho  retired  when  lht‘  Ihitish  took  possession  of 
Xew  York  in  177r>.  Alsop  was  a man  of  <.;reat  intelh'Ctual  stromjfth.  He  was  a represen- 
tative of  New  York  in  the  first  Continental  (^nn^^ress  in  1774.  and  remained  in  that  body 
until  177*;.  His  dauuhter  iMary  becann'  tlio  wiff  of  the  eminent  Rufus  Iving.  iMi’. 
Alsop  died  at  XcM’town,  L.  I , in  Xovember,  1791. 
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great  artificial  aqueous  liigliway  in  182.“),  tliis  body  was  a uniform  and 
powerful  supporter.  'While  others  doubted  and  many  sneered,  tlu' 
wise  and  enterjirising  mercliants  of  Xew  York  wdio  composed  tla^ 
Chamber  of  Commerce  were  its  firm  friends. 

The  Chamljer  made  the  first  movement  in  favor  of  fortifvine:  tlie 
city  of  Xew  York,  by  a memorial  to  Congress,  sent  by  the  hands  of 
Colonel  Ebenezer  Stevens  in  IThS,  Avhen  war  witli  France  seemed  iim 
niinent.  Stevens  was  an  active  member  of  the  Chamber.  One  of  its 
most  efficient  members  at  its  revival  was  John  Pintard,  Avho,  as  we 
have  observed  in  speaking  of  the  Xew  York  Historical  Society,  was 
foremost  in  every  good  Avork  in  the  city  for  a quarter  of  a century. 

In  all  the  vicissitudes  in  public  affairs  Avhicli  at  different  periods  have 
unsettled  the  national  policy  and  disturbed  the  relations  of  commerce, 
this  Chamber  has  steadily  adhered  to  the  line  of  duty  it  had  originally 
assumed,  abstaining  from  all  interference  in  the  affairs  of  goA^ernment 
in  time  of  peace,  excejiting  advisory,  taking  no  part  in  political  discus- 
sions, but  always  faithfully  performing  its  obligations  to  support  tlie 
cause  of  knv  and  order,  and  to  defend  the  honor  of  the  country.  'When 
the  Pepublic  Avas  in  peril  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  Avas  the  first  body  in  the.  city  of  Xew  York  that  IleAv 
to  the  rescue,  as  Ave  shall  obserA'e  hereafter. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  menibers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for 
the  })urpose  of  organization  Avas  at  the  house  yet  standing  at  the  corner 
of  Pearl  and  Pi'oad  streets.  It  Avas  afterward  Fraunce’s  Tavern, 
Avliere  General  YYshington  ])arted  Avith  his  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
PeA'olution.  The  next  A'ear  rooms  Avere  rented  in  the  Fxchano-e,  at  the 

*■  O 

loAver  end  of  Broad  Street.  Ten  years  later  the  Chamber  occu|)ied 
rooms  at  the  ^Merchants*  ('otf(‘e-llouse,  corner  of  'Wall  and  AVater 
streets.  In  ISIT  it  Avas  located  in  tlie  old  Tontine  Coffee-House,  on 
the  next  corner  aboAm.  Fi*o]n  the  completion  of  the  Alerchants' 
Exchange  in  AVall  Street,  in  1>27,  it  occupied  looms  in  that  building 
until  driAxm  out  by  the  great  iiio  in  From  that  time  until 

its  meetings  were  held  in  the  directors'  room  of  the  alerchants'  Bank, 
in  AVall  Street,  and  since  then  it  has  occiqiied  its  present  quarters,  at 
Ko.  G2)  AVilliam  Street. 

In  1875  a Court  of  Arbitration  of  the  C'hamber  of  Commerce  Avas 
established  l)y  act  of  the  Legislature,  Avitli  an  arliitrator  at  its  head, 
Avho  holds  (ffiice  during  gootl  behavior.  He  has  ])ower  to  administer 
oaths  ami  aHirmations  to  be  used  before  any  court  or  officer  ; to  take 
])roof  and  ackuowhMlgment  of  any  chatter  ])arty,  mariiu'  ]>rotest,  con- 
tract, or  other  written  instrument,  and  to  rc(|uire  any  Avitness  to  a})pear 
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and  testify  before  liirn,  or  tlie  Court  of  Arbiti'ation,  or  before  the 
board  of  arldtrators.  Ilis  salary  is  slo.ooo  a year,  ]>aid  out  of  the 
State  treasury,  the  C'hainber  of  Cominerce  ])rovidiug  rooms  f<u*  the  use 
of  the  CVnirt  of  Arbitration.  Either  ]>arty  to  a controversy  may, 
Avithin  a s[)ecitied  time,  a|>point  in  writing  one  person  to  sit  with  the 
official  arbitrator  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter. 

Parties  having  caises  to  be  adjudicated  in  this  court — controversies  or 
matters  of  dilTerence  arising  within  the  port  of  Xew  York,  or  relating 
to  a subject  matter  situate  or  coming  within  that  pK.)rt — may  voluntarily 
submit  the  same  to  this  Court  of  Arbitration,  by  written  sulmiission  or 
by  ])ersonal  appearance  in  the  court  and  e.n  oral  submission.  This 
measure  works  with  success  in  avoiding  protracted  litigation  in  the 
ordinary  courts  of  law.“ 

A ^Iekciiaxts'  Excii-Vxge — a gathering-place  for  merchants  for  con- 
ference and  an  exchange  of  ideas  and  values — has  an  intimate  relation 
to  a Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  its  chi('f  mission.  These  exchanges 
originated  in  the  commercial  cities  of  Italy,  Germany,  and  the  Nether- 
lands, and  were  introduced  into  England  l>y  Sir  Thomas  Gresham  at  a 
little  port  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  resided  some 
time  in  Antwerp,  and  he  chose  the  or  Alerchants’  Exchange 

building,  of  that  city  as  liis  model  for  the  great  London  Exchange 
edifice  wdiicli  he  erected. 

The  first  Aferchants'  Exchange  in  New  York  City  was  in  a building 
at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street  in  ITaik  When  the  Tontine  Building  was 
completed,  at  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Pearl  streets,  it  was  removed  to 
that  fine  edifice,  which  Avas  erected  for  tlie  expi*ess  purpose  of  a Aler- 
chants’  Exchange.  In  1S25  a line  structun*  of  white  marble  from 
WNstchester  County,  for  a Aierchants’  Exchange,  was  begun  in  Wall 
Street,  below  William  Street,  and  was  completed  in  1S27.  At  that 
time  it  Avas  the  finest  building  in  the  city  exce])ling  the  City  llalhf 

The  officers  of  the  Chamber  of  Corumerce  for  1-S82-83  ^^•ero  : Samuel  D.  DaVicock, 
president,  and  George  AVilson,  secretary. 

t The  City  Hall  standing  in  the  Dark  was  erected  early  in  this  century  — 1803  to  ISOS 
— at  a cost  of  more  than  half  a million  dollars.  AVhen  completed  it  was  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  city.  It  is  Inult  on  tliree  sides  of  white  marble,  and  on  the  fourth  side  (the  north) 
of  brown  freestone.  It  is  in  the  Italian  style  of  architecture,  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
feet  long  and  one  hundred  and  five  feet  wide,  The  City  Hall  is  the  hcadquarteis  of  the 
municipal  government.  Delow  are  the  offices  of  the  mayor  and  clerk  of  the  common 
council,  the  common  council  chamber  and  other  city  offices,  and  the  library.  Above 
(second  story)  is  the  '•  Governors’ Room,”  containing  })ortraits  of  all  the  governors  of 
tire  State,  ot  the  mayors  of  the  city,  and  of  men  of  national  rmu'.wn,  and  used  tor  official 
receptions.  Tin-  Imildiijg  is  surmounted  by  a cign'la  containing  a four-ilial  dock,  which 
is  illuminated  at  night.  The  City  Library  is  in  the  cast  wing  of  the  City  Hall. 
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not  excepting  the  Masonic  Hall,  on  Broadway,  nearly  o])posite  the  City 
Hospital.  It  had  a front  of  115  feet  on  Wall  Street,  and  was  tlii-ee 
stories  liigh  above  the  basement,  which  was  considerably  elevated.  It 
extended  through  to  Garden  Street,  150  feet.  The  designs  and  ])lan  of 
the  building  were  furnished  by  M.  E.  Thomp.son,  one  of  the  foundei*s 
of  the  ^Shitional  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design. 

The  first  and  second  stories  of  the  Exchange  comprised  one  order, 
which  was  the  Ionic,  in  imitation  of  the  Temple  of  Tlinerva  at  Priene, 
m Ionia.  A recessed  portico  about  forty  feet  in  width,  in  an  elliptical 
form,  was  introduced  in  front.  A screen  of  four  large  columns  and  two 
antm  extended  across  the  front  of  the  ])ortico  nearly  on  a line  with  the 
front  of  the  building.  These  columns  were  30  feet  high  and  3 feet  I 
Inches  in  diameter  at  tlie  base.  The  shaft  of  each  column  was  com- 
posed of  a single  block  of  marble.  They  supported  an  entablature, 
upon  which  rested  the  attic  or  third  story,  making  a height  of  about  GO 
feet  from  the  ground. 

The  interior  of  the  Exchange  was  chaste  and  classic  in  architecture. 
The  building  was  surmounted  by  a cupola  24  feet  in  diameter,  and 
about  GO  feet  in  height  from  the  roof  of  the  Exchange  to  the  to])  of  the 
lantern  wliich  stood  on  this  superb  dome.  The  observatory  was  circu- 
lar, and  was  supported  externally  by  Ionic  columns.  From  this  observ- 
atory was  an  extensive  view  of  the  whole  city  and  the  rich  and  varied 
scenery  on  eveiy  side.  This  fine  edifice,  with  a marble  statue  by  Ball 
standing  in  the  centre  of  the  Exchange  room,  was  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire  in  Aew  York  in  December,  1835. 

The  TIasoxic  Hall  aliove  alluded  to  was,  next  to  the  Merchants" 
Exchange,  the  finest  edilice  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  (excepting  the 
City  Hall)  in  1S3G.  It  was  designed  by  Hugh  Beinagle,  and  was  m 
the  pure  pointed  Gotliic  style.  The  ornamentation  of  the  interior  was 
after  that  of  the  chapel  of  Henry  VI I.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
building  was  laid  on  St.  John's  Day  (the  summer  solstice),  June  24, 
182G.  It  had  a front  of  5o  feet  on  Broadway,  and  a depth  of  125  feet. 
The  entrance  hall,  at  the  centre  of  the  building,  was  in  feet  in  width, 
and  was  enriched  with  arches,  ])endants,  ojien  friths  on  the  s[)andrels, 
and  a beautiful  frieze  of  I'aised  Gothic  ornaments.  On  each  side  of 
this  hall  were  stores  in  front,  and  places  for  refreshments  in  the  rear. 

The  second  story  veas  one  grand  Gothic  saloon,  G()  feet  in  length,  47 
feet  in  width,  and  25  feet  in  height.  It  was  intended  for  concerts, 
balls,  and  public  meetings.  The  third  story  was  ari'anged  in  richly 
furnished  rooms  for  tlie  use  of  the  (Masonic  frateriiitv.  A writer  of 
that  day  descriliiiig  the  edilice  put  th(.‘  record  of  its  dimensions  in 
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italics,  with  an  exclamation-point  at  the  end,  foi*  the  building  seeme<l 
of  marvellous  capacity  and  beauty.  Compared  witli  scores  of  edifices 
seen  in  the  city  to-day,  this  Masonic  Hall  and  the  ^Merchants’  Exchange 
appear  insignificant  in  dimensions. 

The  front  of  the  ^Masonic  Hall  was  built  of  light  granite.  The  centre 
door  was  made  of  solid  oak,  with  carved  panels  and  massive  frame- 
work. The  central  window  was  a splendid  piece  of  Gotliic  architecture 
22  feet  in  height  and  10  feet  in  width.  The  sites  of  tliis  hall  and  of 
the  old  Tabernacle  near  by  are  no^v  covered  ^cith  commercial  Iniildings. 

While  the  Masonic  Hall  was  a-building,  public  indignation  was 
vehemently  aroused  by  the  alleged  murder  of  MTlliain  iNforgan,  in 
western  ^S’ew  York,  by  the  Masons,  because  he  had  divulged  some  of 
their  secrets.  Shrewd  politicians  took  advantage  of  the  excitement, 
formed  a political  xinti-Masonic  party,  and  endeavoi’cd  to  make  the 
Masonic  order  odious  in  the  public  mind.  They  succeeded  for  a while, 
and  so  unpoinilar  became  the  very  name  of  ^fasons  that  as  a matter  of 
policy  the  name  of  the  new  edifice  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  fraternity 
was  changed  to  Gotliic  Hall. 

The  building  of  the  Merchants’  Exchange  and  the  IMasonic  Hall 
marked  the  o])ening  of  a new  era  m domestic  architecture  in  New  York 
City,  both  in  style  and  materials.  These  structures  were  seeds  sown  in 
rich  soil,  and  have  produced  a wonderful  liarvest.  They  were  jirophe- 
cies  of  magnificence  and  of  extravagance  in  expenditure  in  buildings, 
wlien  dwelling-houses  should  be  siiperlily  palatial  in  size  and  decoration, 
and  mere  business  houses  should  vie  in  spaciousness  and  elegance  with 
the  munici])al  halls  and  tlie  gathering-places  of  the  guilds  in  the  old 
commercial  cities  of  Europe.  That  prophecy  has  been  fiillilled  in  our 
day. 

In  less  than  a decade  of  years  after  the  conrpletion  of  the  structures 
just  mentioned  a city  newspaper  remai'ked  : Yew  York  is  undergoing 

a wonderfid  transformation,  es])eciallv  Hroadwav  ; and  very  soon  it 
will  be  a city  of  brick  instead  of  wooden  buildings. ” Since  that  time 
— a period  of  fifty  years — what  marvellous  transformations  liave  taken 
})lace  in  the  great,  growing  city  ! It  is  now  largely  a.  city  of  freestone 
dwellings  in  its  best  sections,  and  of  stone  and  ii’on  in  its  business 
streets.  The  rough  cobble-stones  that  covered  the  streets  have  given 
place  to  pavements  almost  as  smooth  as  tile-flooring,  and  almost  as  solid 
as  unseamed  rock.  Already  in  1S30  the  transformation  had  begun, 
under  the  stimulating  power  of  entequ’ise,  ])rosperity,  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing wealth. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  first  decade  (lS30-4())  the  commerce  of  the 
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city  of  Xe\Y  York  liad  kegun  to  feel  the  expansive  energies  of  now 
life.  There  was  marked  vigor  in  all  its  functions,  and  the  city  pre- 
sented valid  claims  to  the  dignilied  title  of  the  Commercial  ^Metropolis 
of  the  llepuhlic.  Its  foreign  commerce  (imports  and  exports)  in 
was,  in  value,  about  s3S,oun,000  ; in  1830  it  exceeded  8hog)Oo,o00. 

Dovm  to  the  year  1830,  and  even  somewhat  later,  some  of  the  lead- 
ing brandies  of  trade  had  particular  localities  which  were  really 
business  centres  of  eacii  liranch.  The  hatters  and  fur-dealers  were  in 
AVater  Street,  Avliere  dam])  cellars  were  considered  desirable,  especially 
for  the  raw  materials  of  the  hatter's  wares.  Swift  Jlurlburt,  who 
began  business  in  1835,  were  the  first  in  the  hatter's  trade  who  broke 
out  from  the  environs  of  ATater  Street  and  opened  an  establishment  on 
Broadway. 

The  stove-dealers  were  also  in  AVater  Street,  an<l  that  is  still  distin- 
guished b}'  the  numerous  establishments  of  this  kind,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  foot  of  Tulton  Street.  The  wholesale  druggists  Avere 
chiefly  in  Fletcher  Street,  wliich  extended  from  Pearl  Street  to  the  East 
Kh'er.  The  shipping  merchants  were  chiefly  in  South  Street,  beloAV 
Peck  Slip.  The  Avholesale  gi'ocers  Avere  in  Front  Street.  The  leather- 
dealers  Avere  in  the  region  known  as  The  SAAuimp,  betAvecii  Beckman, 
Cliff,  Pearl,  AVilliam,  and  Frankfort  streets,  embracing  the  area  of  the 
old  Beekman  SAvani]),  Avhich  found  an  outlet  for  its  surplus  AA’atcr  into 
the  East  River  below  Peck  Slip.  The  Avholesale  drA'-goods  merchants 
Avere  in  Pearl  Street,  beloAV  C’oenties  and  Peck  slips  ; the  silk  mer- 
chants AA^ere  in  IlanoA'er  Square,  and  the  merchants’  clothing  establisli- 
ments  AA^ere  also  in  Pearl  Street. 

South  Street  still  nunains  the  headquarters  of  shipping  merchants 
and  the 'shipping  l)UsiiH‘ss  of  all  kinds.  About  1830  a fcAv  large 
shippers  built  Avhai'ves  and  stoins  on  AATishington  Street,  then  the 
Hudson  PiA’er  front  of  the  loAver  part  of  the  city  ; but  the  riAnr  Avas  so 
fre(]uently  filled  Avith  ic(‘  during  a ]>art  of  the  year  that  they  returned 
to  South  Street.  Amoiig  thoso  Avho  thus  retmced  their  steps  and 
amassed  large  foitunes  A\ns  the  late  Je.sse  Hoyt. 

Lent's  Basin,  betAveen  AVhitehall  Sti'oet  and  Coenties  Slip,  aauis  occu- 
pied by  the  largest  A'essels  that  brought  AVestern  |)roduce  from  Albany 
to  XeAv  AYrk.  The  larger  commission  merchants  Avere  oti  the  south 
side  of  Coenties  Slip,  siuh  as  Suy<lam,  Sage  A Co.,  Sammd  Tooker  A 
C(j.,  Peter  YoA'ins,  James  X.  Cobb,  and  others.  On  the- south  side  of 
the  .sli])  AA'as  the  landing-])lace  of  the  Boston  packets.  These  ])aektds 
carried  most  of  the  merchandise  from  the  ACest,  by  the  Ihh'  (’anal,  h»r 
the  Bost'jn  mei’ehants  before  the  railroads  AA'ere  built.  The  * Hub  ' 
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has  put  on  a good  many  airs  since  it  was  com] )o] led  to  go  to  Xcw  York 
for  a barrel  of  tlour,'*  wrote  an  old  Xew  York  merchant.'^ 

Old  Slip  and  Colfee-IIoiise  Slip  were  often  crowded  with  the  larger 
sailing  packets  from  llaltimore,  Philadel])liia,  Kichmond,  Charleston, 
and  Savannah,  before  ocean  steam  mivigation  was  introduced.  Hurling 
Slip  was  the  haven  for  transient  .sailing  vessels. 

The  Swamp  continues  to  be  the  business  centre  of  the  leather 
trade  in  Xew  York,  and  now  embraces  al)OUt  one  hundred  business 
firms.  These  merchants  are  towers  of  strength  in  the  business  and 
financial  world. 

The  tanning  of  leather  was  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Xew 
York  so  early  as  the  period  of  the  Dutch  oecu])ation  of  ^Manhattan 
Island.  For  genemtions  it  was  always  connected  with  the  business  of 
shoemaking.  The  first  tannery  and  shoe  manufactory  was  established 
by  Coenradt  Ten  Eyck,  on  Broad  Street,  in  lie  died  there  in 

1680,  leaving  his  business  to  Ids  three  sons.  At  that  time  the  tannei-s 
made  up  their  own  leather  into  shoes. 

About  1661  Abel  ITardenbroeck  carried  on  the  same  business  at  the 
corner  of  Broad  Street  and  Exchange  l^lace.  lie  appeal rs  to  have  been 
a rowdy,  for  he  was  complained  of  and  brought  before  the  magistrate 
on  charges  of  creating  an  uproar  with  soldiers,”  breaking  windows, 
and  other  distmhances  of  the  ])eace.  He  a])])ears  to  have  been  a sort 
of  rogue  also  in  business,  for  he  was  cliarged  before  the  l)urgr>master  of 
Xew  Amsterdam  with  ‘‘  making  shoes  that  ripped  in  tlie  soles.”  The 
punishment  awarded  for  the  last-named  otfence  vras  the  making  of  a 
new  pair  and  paying  several  guilders  to  the  burgomaster  who  repri- 
manded him.  Broad  Street  was  for  some  time  the  centre  of  the  tan- 
ning and  shoemaking  business  in  the  city. 

In  1669  (after  the  fh-st  English  occu[)ation  of  tlie  city)  a patent  was 
granted  to  A.  A C.  Tan  Laer  for  a mill  for  ])re[)aring  tauuing-l)ark  for 
use.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  the  business  was  driven  from  the 
city,  beyond  the  palisades  at  AVall  Street.  TJie  tanners  were  assigned 
sixteen  acres  of  land  for  their  piu*suit,  extending  from  the  east  side  of 
(present)  ^Maiden  Lane  to  Ann  Street,  between  (lold  Street  ami  Broad- 
way, to  the  site  of  tlie  Xew  York  Herald  ])ublishing  house.  Tliis  lot 
of  land  was  called  the  ‘‘Shoemakers’  Portion.”  Their  tanning-pits 
Avere  near  the  junction  of  Afaiden  Lane  and  William  Stnnt.  One  of 
tlie  wealthiest  proprietors  of  the  Shoemakers'  Portion  gave  the  land  on 
Avhich  the  Xorth  Dutcli  riiurch  was  erected,  on  the  corner  of  (])resent) 
Fulton  and  AVilliam  stre»‘ts. 

* John  tv.  Degrauw,  in  the  New  York  Ecening  Post. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


AVlien  tlie  population  s{)rea(l  boYoud  the  city  limits  of  Xow  Amster- 
dam, and  away  toward  the  (present)  City  Hall  Park,  the  tanners  were 
again  compelled  to  remove  their  works.  They  settled  along  the  line  of 
the  CollecC’  or  Fresh  AVatei-  Pond,"  to  ('present)  Canal  Street, 
Avhere  they  continued  to  pui*su<j  their  trade  until  after  the  Pevolution, 
when  they  located  within  the  area  of  the  Swamp,  which  had  been 
closed  up  and  several  st reeds  had  been  made  through  it.  Ferry  Street 
^vas  so  called  because  it  led  directly  to  the  Brooklyn  ferry. 

'William  Beekman,  the  original  owner  of  the  Swamp,  came  to 
Xew  Xetherlands  in  BUT,  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  AVest  India 
Company.  lie  was  an  enterprising  citizen,  became  wealthy,  and  built 
a residence  on  the  edge  of  the  Swamp,  on  the  high  ground  near  the 
corner  of  Beekman  and  ClilF  stix'ets,  where  St.  George's  Chapel  after- 
Avard  stood.  lie  died  there  in  Ills  landed  property  there  Avas 

fii’st  sold  in  lots  in  1717.  Balthasar  Bayard  owned  seven  acres  adjoin- 
ing Beekman’s  land,  and  these  acres  constituted  a part  of  the  Swamp. 
This  included  Frankfort  and  ATindoAvater  streets,  and  extended  to 
Pearl  and  Pose  streets.  A ])art  of  Bayard’s  land  Avas  sold  in  17S3  to 
the  AvidoAV  of  Hendrick  Axm  de  AVater.* 

A hundred  years  agn)  the  A'icinity  of  the  SAvam])  aatis  the  most  popu- 
lous part  of  the  city.  On  its  eastern  border.  Pearl  Street,  Franklin 
Square,  and  Cherry  Street  formed  the  extremel}"  fashionable  quarter 
of  XcAV  York.  The  Waltons,  the  Franklins,  the  Pearsalls  and  other 
notable  merchants  dwelt  there.  In  the  residence  of  AV alter  Franklin, 
the  first  dwelling-place  of  Ih’csident  Washington,  De  AVitt  Clinton  Avas 
married  to  that  Quaker  merchant's  daughter. 

After  the  Pevolution  the  tannem  began  to  desert  the  vicinity  of  the 
Collect,  and  located  around  Jacob  and  Frankfort  streets,  in  the  Swamp. 
The  old  vats  at  the  ( 'ollect  Avin’e  left  open,  and  l)ecame  a subject  of 
com])laint  in  1797  as  dangAU-ous. 

From  the  time  of  its  lirst  occiq)ation  by  tanners  and  manufacturers 
<J  leather  until  ]iow,  tlu‘  occupants  of  the  SAvamp  ha\m  groAvn  in 
wealth  and  business  and  social  inlliienc(\  Tlie  SAvanq)  ha,s  been  trans- 
formed from  a place  of  manufactures  f to  a mart.  ACithin  the  last 
fifty  or  sixty  yeai’s  its  volume  of  ])usiness  has  enormously  increased. 
In  1S27  the  number  of  hides  of  sole  leather  receiAxal  in  Xew  A^ork 

■"  For  these  facts  I am  indebted  to  a series  of  interesting  articles  in  the  Shoe  and  LeaiJof 
Jleporicr,  voi.  xxiv.,  'written  by  F.  AV.  Norcross. 

I There  are,  pt-r!ia2)s,  pers  >ns  living  who  then  saw  no  house  in  the  s[>ace  bounded 
hy  Ja('ob,  Gold,  Ferry,  and  Frankfort  streets — nothing  but  tan-yards  or  vats.  The 
houses  surrounding  these  vats  were  very  small,  and  all  built  of  wood. 
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(almost  4yliolly  in  the  Swam]))  Acas  2^)5, 000  ; in  1837,  005,000  ; in 
LS-1-7,  1,108,000  ; in  1857,  3,248,o00  ; in  1807,  3,824,087  ; in  1877, 
4,242,570,  and  in  1881,  5.457,417. 

Among  the  men  of  the  Swamp”  Avere  found  some  of  tlie  most 
A^aluable  citizens  of  the  metro|>olis  fifty  years  ago,  such  as  Gideon  Lee,"^^ 
Israel  Corse, f Abraham  lfloodgood,:J;  IhiAdd  l>ryson,§  Jaco):>  Lorillard, 
xVbraham  Folhemus,  Peter  ^McClirtee,  Fichard  Cunningham,  AVilliam 
Kumble,  Hugh  McCormick,  Slic])iierd  Knap]),  Jonathan  Thorne,] 

Gideon  Lee  was  mayor  of  the  city  in  1833-34.  A biographical  sketch  of  him  will  be 
found  on  a subsequent  page. 

f Israel  Corse  was  a Friend  or  Quaker,  a native  of  Chestertown,  ^Maryland,  where  he 
was  born  in  17G9.  At  the  age  or  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a tanner  in  Camden, 
Delaware.  AVhen  his  apprenticeship  evjured  he  was  wortli  just  seventy-fiv'e  cents.  On 
that  capital  he  began  business,  married  Lydia  Trotts,  a farmer’s  daughter,  wlio  brought 
him  quite  a fortune,  at  that  day.  in  money,  and  a greater  fortune  in  love,  prudence,  and 
industry.  Only  two  of  their  several  children  (Ramey  and  Lydia)  survived.  Israel  lived 
in  Camden  until  he  amassed  a fortune  of  when  he  came  to  New  York  in  lb03, 

where  his  wife  died.  He  married  again.  He  went  into  busine.ss  in  the  Swamp.  His 
son  Barney  married  a daughter  of  Samuel  Leggett  ; his  daughter  Lydia  married  Jona- 
than Thorne,  who,  on  the  retirement  of  Israel  from  business  in  1830,  became  a pro2)rietor 
of  the  concern,  with  his  hrothei-in-law,  Barney  Corse.  Israel  lived  several  years  in  Van- 
dewater  Street.  He  afterward  occuxiied  a house  in  East  Broadway,  where  he  died  in 
1842.  Israel  Corse  Avas  one  ot  the  devoted  hand  who  succeeded  in  ridding  New  York 
City  of  the  curse  of  lotteries  and  made  the  selling  of  lottery  tickets  a crime. 

I 'Abraham  Bloodgood  was  a remarkal  Je  man.  He  died  in  1837.  Mr.  Bloodgood  was 
an  earnest  Republican  or  Democrat,  and  a bright  light  in  Tammany  Hall.  At  one  time, 
when  there  was  a sjilit  in  the  Bucktail  2>arty  in  the  city  on  some  local  question,  he  was 
the  leader  of  the  “ Swamp  Clique”  in  o2')2Jositic>n  to  the North  River  Squad,'’  as  the 
two  factions  were  resi^ectively  called. 

§ David  Bryson,  another  remarkable  man,  was  a native  of  Ireland.  He  came  to  America 
after  the  Ix*ish  rebellion  in  1798,  with  Tbomas  Addis  Emmet,  Dr.  Macneven,  and  other 
Irish  j)atriots.  He  began  business  in  tiie  Swaiiq)  as  a tannei*  and  currier,  (jeeame 
wealth}",  and  sent  funds  to  Ireland  so  soon  as  2»ro.sperity  was  assured,  to  enable  his 
parents  to  come  to  America.  David  Bryson  Avas  a Avise  business  man,  and  those  Avho 
kncAV  him  best  loA'ed  him  most.  He  Avas  one  of  the  founders  of  the  IMurnix  Bank  and 
a long  time,  and  until  his  death,  one  of  its  directors.  His  sou  Peter  Avas  its  cashier 
at  one  time. 

I Jonathan  Thorne  lived  in  good  health  of  body  and  mind  until  1884.  He  Avas 
]3orn  in  the  toAvn  of  AVashington,  Duchess  County,  N.  Y.,  on  A2>ril  20,  1801.  His  great- 
grandfather, Isaac  Thorne,  came  from  I.,ong  Island  and  settled  in  that  region  in  1720. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  and  so  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Jonathan  Thorne's  father,  Samuel  Thorne,  begun  life  as  a merchant  in  AVashington  in 
1794,  and  continued  in  that  2>nrsuit  until  1814,  Avhen  he  2UH'ehascd  u farm  not  far  UAvay, 
and  Avhich  now  constitittes  the  famous  Thorudale  estate.  He  desired  his  only  .son,  Jona- 
than, to  be  a farmer,  and  it  Avas  for  that  2uir2'*ose  that  the  bro’id  acres  Avere  boui^dit.  The 
young  man,  after  several  years’  ex2.>erienee,  felt  a restless  desire  to  try  his  fortune  in 
business  in  New  York,  Thither  he  went  in  1820,  -md  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  trade. 
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Thomas  Everett,  Morgan  L.  Smith,  James,  George,  and  Thomas 
J>rooks,  Daniel  Tookei*,  Peter  Ponnett,  Ilenrv  Otterv,  and  others.  The 
late  Cliarles  M.  Lenp}),  a son-in  hnv  and  partner  in  business  of  Gideon 
Lee,  once  said  : 

The  Pomaii  mother,  Cornelia,  when  asked  to  display  her  jewels, 
sent  for  her  sons  and  pointed  to  them.  So  can  we  to  these  [hide  and 
leather]  fathers,  and  claim  them  as  our  jewels.  Let  us  cherish  their 
example,  and  emulate  their  noble  qualities,  so  that  hereafter  our  suc- 
cessors may,  in  like  manner,  be  not  ashamed  of  any  of  us,  but  be  proud 
to  exclaim,  ‘ He,  too,  was  a Swamper.'  *’ 

At  the  end  of  three  years  his  father,  needing  his  assistance  on  the  farm,  induced  Jona- 
than to  abandon  his  business  in  the  city  and  ]oiri  him.  The  young  merchant  of  twenty- 
three  did  not  retui-n  alone,  for  he  had  married  the  amiable  Lydia,  daughter  of  Israel 
Corse.  She  cheerfully  left  the  city  for  a home  in  the  country  for  his  sake.  But  her  hus- 
band yearned  for  the  greater  activity  of  mercantile  life,  ^vith  all  its  possibilities  for  larger 
l)ecuniary  gain  than  that  of  farming,  and  in  IMarch,  1830,  they  returned  to  New  York. 
His  father-in-law,  then  grown  aged  and  ^vealthy,  desired  to  retire  from  business,  and 
offered  to  transfer  it  to  young  Thorne.  The  latter  hesitated,  for  he  was  ignorant  of 
tanning,  and  indeed  of  other  parts  of  the  business.  His  brother-in-law,  Barne}'  Corse, 
wdio  was  his  father’s  business  partner,  finally  induced  Thorne  to  join  him.  So  it  was 
that  Mr.  Thorne  entered  upon  the  bu.siness  of  a manufacturer  of  leather  and  a leather 
merchant  in  1830,  and  continued  it  without  interruption  until  1880,  a period  of  fifty 
years.  For  forty  years  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  largest  house  in  the  business. 

The  new  firm  went  under  the  old  name  of  “ Israel  Corse  A Son”  until  1832,  wlien  iMr. 
Thorne  bought  tlio  interest  of  his  brother  in-law,  and  for  the  first  time  put  up  his  own 
name  over  the  door.  After  that  there  were  several  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
firm.  For  about  fifteen  years  his  son  Edwin  (now  of  Thorndale)  was  a member. 

No  merchant  ever  enjoyed  a better  reputation  for  honor  and  probity  than  Jonathan 
Thorne.  He  made  it  a nde  from  the  beginning  to  win  the  confidence  of  his  customers 
in  his  integrity.  There  are  three  kinds  of  leather —perfect  sides,  slightly  damaged  sides, 
and  badly  daiuaged  skies.  He  alwaj's  instructed  his  men  when  assorting  leather  to  put 
with  the  badly  damaged  sides  the  slightly  damaged  ones.  This  was  his  invariable  habit. 
Very  soon  he  gained  a reputation  of  immense  value  to  him.  His  ‘‘  damaged  ” leather, 
containing  so  much  slightly  injured  leather,  always  commanded  a higher  }n'icc  tlian 
damaged  leather  in  general,  and  secured  for  him  an  enviable  re])utation.  He  had  the 
satisfaction  of  an  ap})roviiig  conscience  and  of  illustrating  the  truth  of  the  maxim  that 
“ honesty  is  the  best  policy.” 

Mr.  Thorne  came  into  the  possession  of  the  estate  of  Thorndale  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1849.  He  made  it  his  summer  residence.  Observing  the  inferiority  of  tlie 
live-stock  even  in  the  fine  fanning  region  oi  F>iudiess  County,  he  determin  d to  give 
his  country  the  benefit  of  an  importation  of  England's  finest  Shorthorn  or  Burhain 
cattle.  ■ lie  ]>uid  as  high  as  $-‘•000  for  a single  animal,  but  found  the  venture  finally 
profitable.  In  time  the  Thorndale  stock  became  famous  among  breeders  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  animals  wore  exported  from  it  to  England. 

]\Ir.’  Thorne  left  business  with  an  am])le  fortune,  and  lives  in  elegant  retirement  in 
Fifth  Avfiiiic,  New  York.  ITis  wife  died  in  the  <-ity  of  London,  England,  in  1872,  and  in 
1871  he  married  Mrs.  Merritt,  daughter  of  George  S.  Fox. 
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About  the  year  1830  the  methods  of  mercantile  life  in  Xew  York 
were  rapidly  changing.  U])  to  about  that  ])eriod  railroads  for  travel 
were  unknown  in  America.  A visit  of  a counti'v  merchant  to  Yew 
York  Avas  a marked  event  in  his  life.  lie  generally  Avent  to  the  city 
tAsice  a year  (fall  and  spring)  to  purchase  goods.  An  advertisement  of 
one  of  these  merchants  in  a Poughkeepsie  newspaper,  in  the  fall  of 
182-4,  reads  : 

“ I liaA^e  been  in  Yew  York  a fortnight  making  a careful  selection  of 
goods,  and  I noAV  offer  for  sale,  at  a moderate  prolit,  a large  assortment 
of  articles  suitable  for  tlie  fall  and  Avinter.  ” 

The  Avholesale  dry-goods  merchants,  as  aa’c  luiA^e  obseiwed,  Avere  then 
chiefly  to  be  found  m Pearl  Street.  Tlie  faniihes  of  many  of  them 
lilted  OA^er  their  stores  and  boarded  tlie  clerks,  and  apartments  not  so 
occu})ied  AA^ere  boarding-houses.  These  Acere  exclusively  for  country 
merchants.  Those  aa'Iio  traded  in  rural  districts  kept  a variety  store — 
dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware,  crockery,  medicines,  etc.  TheA" 
remained  seA^eral  days  in  the  city,  buying  their  various  goods,  and  it 
Avas  an  object  of  jobi:»ers  to  have  one  of  their  best  salesmen  board  at  a 
large  lodging-house  for  country  merchants. 

Merchants’  clerks  m those  days  performed  manual  seiwices  iinknoAvn 
to  their  class  in  1883.  There  A\'ere  A’ery  feAv  carts  then  used  by  the 
dry-goods  merchants.  Most  of  their  limited  business  m city  trans- 
portation Avas  done  by  street  porters,  AAuth  hand-carts  and  large  Avheel- 
barroAvs.  They  stood  at  street  corners  ready  to  t ke  or  go  for  a load. 
They  AA'ere  regularly  licensed,  and  Avore  a brass  jilate  Avith  their  number 
on  the  register  engraAxd  upon  it.  Their  charges  for  any  distance  lieloAV 
Chambers  Street  Avas  one  shilling  (124  cents)  ; for  any  distance  aiioA’^e 
Chambers  Street,  a ])istareen  (18|  cents).  Such  heavy  trucks  as  are 
noAv  seen  Avere  never  lieard  of.  4Vhen  our  employer  Avotdd  purchase 
a lot  of  goods  at  auction,"  Avrote  the  late  AVilliam  h.  Dodge  concerning 
his  ex])erience  as  a dry -goods  clerk,  ‘‘  it  Avas  our  imsiness  to  go  to  the 
auction-rooms  and  compare  them  Avith  the  lull,  and  if  two  of  us  could 
carry  them  home  Ave  did  so,  as  it  Avould  sa\'e  the  shilling  ])orterage. 
I remember  that  Avhile  in  tins  store  I carried  bundles  ot  goods  up 
Broadway  to  GreeuAvich  Yilkige,  near  Avliat  are  now  Seventh  and 
Eighth  aA^nues  and  Fourth  to  Tenth  Street."" 

• AViiliam  E.  Dodge  ^vas  an  eminent  luerclumt  and  philanthropist.  He  was  \)orn  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  September  4.  1805  : went  to  New  York  in  1^18,  aiul  became  a clerk  in  a 
wholesale  dry-goods  store.  In  1827  he  began  busim^ss  for  b.imself  in  tlui  same  line. 
The  next  year  he  married  Melissa,  a daughter  of  .-Anson  G.  l’hel}'s.  a dealer  in  metals. 
They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  June  24,  1878,  at  their  country-seat  in  Tarrytown- 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


The  retail  trade  was  mostly  in  AVilliam  Street  and  ^[aiden  Lane, 
excepting  a few  fashionable  houses  on  Broadway.  The  chea[)  retail 
stores  were  in  upper  Pearl  and  Chatham  streets.  The  trade  was 
mostly  divided  b\'  sections,  some  selling  almost  entirely  to  Southern 
merchants,  others  to  Xorthern  and  AVestern  merchants,  and  others  to 
Eastern  and  Long  Island  merc*hants.  A ‘‘  jobber”  before  1 830  Avas  con- 
sidered sound  and  laid  good  credit  if  he  had  invested  in  business 
$15,000  to  $20,000.  Prol)ably  not  over  a half  dozen  persons  in  Xew 
York  sold  goods  to  the  value  of  over  $1,000,000  a year  ; now  there 
are  some  v'ho  sell  a million  a week."^ 

on  the-Hudson,  where  their  seven  children,  all  sons,  were  jn-escnt.  In  1833  iMr.  Dodge 
sold  out  his  dry-goods  business  and  became  a partner  with  his  father-in  law,  under  the 
firm  name  of  ITielps,  Dodge  i\:  Co.  He  accumulated  a large  fortune,  continuing  in  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  February  0,  18S3. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  singularly  active  in  various  business  enterprises  and  in  religious  and 
philanthropic  movements.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a director  of  the  Erie  Railway  C'om- 
pany  ; was  president  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Kailroatl,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Delaware,  laxckawanna  and  Western  Railroad. 
He  was  a director  in  other  railroad  companies,  in  banks,  and  in  insurance,  trust,  and 
telegraph  companies.  He  was  a member  of  the  famous  Peace  Congress  at  Washington  in 
1861,  and  of  the  Indian  Commission  appointed  by  President  Grant.  Mr.  Dodge  was  a 
member  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  in  whicli  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  In  1866  he  was  a delegate  to  the  Loyal  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia.  He 
W'as  also  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Union  League  Club.  In  18-31  he 
became  a member  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  was  its  vice-president  four 
years,  elected  president  in  1867,  ami  re-elected  for  three  successive  terms. 

He  was  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  an  elder  and  for  twenty 
years  a Sabbath-school  superintendent.  In  his  early  days  he  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Bible  Society  of  New  York,  and  was  at  his  death  a manager  of  the 
American  Bible  Society.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  Young  IMen’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions,  in  foreign  mission.s,  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  in  various  organizations  for 
the  promotion  of  religion  ami  morality,  and  in  the  physical  comfort  of  his  fellow-men. 
He  was  president  of  the  American  Branch  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  of  the  National 
Temperance  Society,  and  of  tlie  Christian  Home  for  Intemperate  iMen,  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  providing  a similar  institution  for  women.  H<?  was  a director  of  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  and  did  much  for  educational  institutions,  especially,  of 
late  years,  among  the  freedmen.  A strict  Sabbatarian,  he  left  the  direction  of  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  -Jersey  because  they  alloM  ed  trains  to  run  on  Sunday. 

IMr.  Dodge’s  hand  was  always  open,  and  his  charities  are  said  to  have  amounted  an- 
nually to  $100,000.  His  remains  were  Jmried  in  the  family  vault  inWoodhiwn  Cemetery. 

* Address  by  William  E.  Dodge,  at  Association  Hall,  April  27,  1880. 
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CHAPTEE  XL 


HE  various  industrial  pursuits  in  X"e\v  York  about  1S30  were 


stimulated  by  the  increased  activity  in  commercial  business.  The 
shipbuilding  interest  especially  felt  the  thrill  of  the  new  life.  The  ship- 
yards, as  the  places  of  business  of  the  shipbuilders  were  called,  were 
clustered  on  the  shores  of  the  East  Piver,  from  Catharine  Street  to 
Thirteenth  Street. 

Chief  among  the  shipbuilders  at  that  time  was  Christian  Pergh, 
father  of  Henry  Bergh  the  philantliropist,  whose  yard  Avas  near  the 
(present)  Grand  Street  ferry.  He  was  a native  of  Kiiinebeck,  Duchess 
County,  X.  Y.,  A\'here  he  Avas  born,  in  April,  1703.  His  ancestors  had 
come  to  America  from  Germany  in  the  seA^enteenth  century.  Having 
learned  the  business  of  marine  architecture  thorouuhlv,  and  l)einir  verv 
expert  and  A^ery  honest,  he  never  lacked  em[)loyment  for  a day. 

The  United  States  GoA'ernment  appointed  him  to  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  frigate  P/'csident,  a d4-gun  ship  luiilt  at  Xcav  York, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  Avar  for  iiuh^pendence  (ISI:?-!.!)  he 
AAvas  sent  to  Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario,  Avhere,  Avitli  Henry  Eckford,  he 
built  the  brig  Oneula.^  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  IMelancthon 
YYolsey,  of  the  United  States  XaAw.  After  the  Avar  he  estal.)lished  a 
shipyard  at  the  foot  of  Scammel  Street,  on  the  East  Biver,  Avhere  he 
built  packet-ships  for  xVmerican  lines  for  European  ])orts.  Therefor 
man}'  years  Mr.  BerglLs  tall  and  commanding  ligure  might  be  seen,  in 
blue  coat  and  trousers  and  Avhite  neckcloth.  He  Avas  A’ery  [)opular  be- 
cause of  his  suavity  of  manner  and  inllexil)le  integrity. 

Christian  Bergh  Avas  a bright  light  in  Tammany  Hall,  and  often  pre- 
sided Avitli  dignity  at  the  meetings  of  the  sachems,  l>ut  ])ersisteiuly 
refused  to  take  a public  oilice  of  any  kind.  His  dislilce  of  d(‘bt  Avas 
almost  a passion  Avith  him.  In  his  last  illness  he  became  impressed 
Avith  the  idea  that  his  physician’s  bill  had  not  been  ])aid.  He  desired 
his  S(m  Henry  to  fill  out  a check.  On  being  reminded  that  it  was  not 
yet  ])resented  nor  yet  due,  he  ncA'ertheless  ]na‘sist(‘d,  and  to  (luiet  him  a 
cla.H'lc  was  lillfMl  out.  and  with  tiA'inbling  hand  lu‘  signed  it.  A lew 
days  afterward  the  famous  shijtbuilder  and  honest  citizen  died  pl  ane 
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1843),  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Christian  Bergh  was  the  first  ship- 
biiikier  who  had  the  courage,  tiie  hiiiiianity,  and  the  coniinon-sense  to 
employ  colored  men  in  his  yard. 

Below  Bergh 's  sliijward  vcas  that  of  Thorn  'Williams,  at  the  foot 
of  i^^ontgonlery  Street  ; of  Carpenter  Bishop,  near  the  foot  ct 
Clinton  Street.  Adj<nniiig  the  latter  were  the  yards  of  Ticket  A 
Thomas  ; of  Morgan  A Son,  at  the  foot  of  Biitgers  Street,  and  one  or 
two  others  below.  Above  Bergh  were  the  yards  of  Sneedon  A Law- 
rence, near  the  foot  of  Corlears  Street  ; Samuel  Ilarnard’s,  near  the 
foot  of  Grand  Street  ; Brown  A BelTs,  from  Stanton  to  Houston 
Street  (a  part  of  which  Henry  Eckford  had  formerly  occupied,  and  part 
by  Adam  and  Xoah  Bi*ownj  ; Smith  A Himon’s,  from  Fourth  to  Fifth 
Street  ; IVebb  A Allen 's,  from  Fifth  to  Seventh  Street  ; Bishop  A 
Simonson’s,  from  Seventh  to  Eiglith  Street,  and  higher  up  were  the 
yards  of  Steers  Brotliers,  IVilliam  H.  Brown,  and  Thomas  Colhx'r. 
There  were  smaller  establishments,  the  Avliole  numbering  more  than 
thirty. 

The  shore  of  the  East  Biver  above  the  northernmost  yard,  at  the 
foot  of  Thirteenth  Street,  presented  a line  sandy  beach,  where  and  at 
the  foot  of  Corlears  Street  the  Baptists  immersed  their  converts  in  the 
limpid  water,  and  where,  in  summer  twilight,  groups  of  men  and  boys, 
Avomen  and  girls,  at  a place  called  Dandy  Point,  might  have  been  seen 
enjoying  saltwvater  baths.  They  often  arrived  in  big  Avagons,  holding 
moi’e  than  a dozen  of  both  sexes,  Avho  at  dilferent  places,  the  men  at 
one  s])ot  the  Avomen  at  another,  changed  good  garments  for  old  ones, 
Avithout  the  conAxmience  of  bathing-houses.  A ear  by  Avas  a house  for 
plain  refreshments,  kept  by  a Scotchman  named  Gibson — “ Sandy 
Gibson.’^  'Williamsbuigh,  opposite,  Avas  then  a straggling  hamlet  of 
cottages,  Avith  orchards  and  gardens. 

TAAm  of  the  sliipbuildei's  liere  mentioned  AAmrc  a})pi\?ntices  to  Henry 
Eckford,  Avho  in  tlie  early  jrirt  of  this  century  avjis  the  most  eminent 
marine  architect  in  the  cinmtry.  He  Avas  a nati\’o  of  Scotland,  Avho 
came  to  AeAv  York  in  Avhen  he  AA'as  tAventy-one  years  of  age. 

He  and  Bergh  ])ccame  accpiainted  at  an  early  day,  and  were  ever  after- 
Avard  fast  friends.  They  lived  near  each  other,  Bergh  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  Scammel  andAVater  streets,  and  Eckford  in  AVater  Street. 
Their  chief  happiness  outside  their  homes  Avas  in  visiting  each  other. 
On  a hill  near  i)y  Afi.ss  AlacLaiighlin  lagk  a dairy  farm,  and  supplied 
the  shipbuiblers  Avith  milk.  Taa'o  of  EckfonFs  apprentices,  Thomas 
Alegson  and  AVilliam  Ikmurtt.  are  yet  living  in  tlu'  eity  of  Xiov 

Eckford  established  a shipyard  near  the  Bi'ooklyn  Xavv-A  ard,  in 
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and  soon  acquired  an  excellent  reputation.  He  built  a sliij)  cf 
1100  tons  for  John  Jacol)  Astor,  and  was  eni})loyed  by  the  Ihiited 
States  Government  in  building  vessels  for  th<'  navy  during  the  war  of 
lSl-J-15.  After  the  war  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  JJrooklyn 
Navy- Yard.  He  was  a faithful  public  oliicer.  (fne  day  he  fouml  the 
blacksmith  of  the  yard  shoeing  the  commodore's  horses.  Ho  ordered 
them  to  be  immediately  removed,  saying,  “ The  business  of  this  shop 
is  to  repair  government  vessels,  not  to  shoe  commodore's  horses.'’ 

- Eckford  built  the  steamship  Ilohert  Fulton,  winch  in  182:2  made  the 
first  successful  ocean  voyage,  by  steam,  to  Xew  Orleans  and  Havana. 
He  also  built  six  ships  of  the  line  for  the  government,  made  a plan  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  navy,  at  the  request  of  President  Jackson,  and 
in  1831  constructed  a ship  of  war  for  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  He  entered 
the  service  of  the  Turkish  Government  as  naval  constructor  at  Con- 
stantinople, but  died  within  a year  after  his  arrival  there — Xovember 
12,  1832. 

Among  the  eminent  shiplmilders  of  that  day  ^\dlo  survived  to  the 
period  of  the  present  generation  may  be  named  Isaac  AVebb,  tlie  great 
builder  of  packet-ships,  born  in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  iii  1701,  and 
died  in  1813  ; Stephen  Smith,  a native  of  the  same  town  ; Havid 
P>rown,  who  died  in  1852  ; Jacob  Bell,  and  Jacob  A.  AVestervelt,  a native 
of  Xew  Jersey,  the  son  of  a sliipbuilder,  an  ap])rentico  with  Bergh, 
and  afterward  his  ])artner  in  business,  and  engaged  in  building  Havre 
and  London  packets  before  the  year  1837.  He  was  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Xew  York  in  1852,  and  immediately  afterward  built  the  United 
States  steam-frigate  BrooMijn. 

Another  of  the  old  shipbuilders  of  Xew  York  is  John  Inglis,  born  in 
1808,  aiid  became  an  apprentice  to  Stephen  Smith.  He  built  the 
steamships  Milv:anl-ee  and  Btd  Jaclcet  on  Lake  Erie  in  1837,  and  on  his 
return  to  Xew  York  established  an  immense  shipyard  at  the  foot  of 
East  Fourth  Street,  where  he  sometimes  employed  between  loo  and 
500  men.  His  specialty  was  steamship  building.  He  constructed  gov- 
ernment vessels  durino-  the  Civil  IVar.  He  also  built  ilver  and  Sound 
steamers  of  great  speed.  Before  1800)  he  had  built  50>  lurge  steam  ves- 
sels.^ The  later  shipbuilders  and  the  business  of  shipbuilding  will  be 
considered  hereafter.  About  the  year  1814  began  the  most  important 
era  in  shipbuilding. f 

* A bronze  medal  was  awarded  to  John.  Inglis  A Sons,  by  tlie  American  Institute  in 
18i!3,  for  a model  of  the  revenue  cutter  Ashnelnt,  wliicli  was  lost  in  the  East  Indies  in  1S82. 

f The  labors  and  the  \vages  of  workmen  in  the  shipyards  (and  iiuh  ed  everywhere  else) 
hfty  years  ago  and  now  appetir  in  strong  contrast.  The  mechanic  then  worked  from 
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The  manufactures  in  tlie  city  of  Xew  York  at  tlie  beginning  of  tliis 
decade  were  neither  extensive  nor  various,  but  very  soon  circumstanct\s 
produced  a rapid  increase  in  the  kinds  and  products  of  the  inechanic 
arts.  The  people  of  our  country  depended  largely  upon  Europe  fur  tlie 
products  of  the  loom  and  the  forge,  for  foreign  labor  was  so  low  tliat 
American  mechanics  could  not  profitably  compete  with  it. 

To  remedy  this  disability  tariffs  on  foreign  goods  were  established. 
So  early  as  ISIO  Henry  Clay  and  John  C.  Calhoun  ^vere  associated  in 
establishing  the  ‘AVmerican  system” — that  is,  stringent  tariffs  for  the 
]irotection  of  American  manufacturers  of  every  kind.  The  tariff  of 
181G  did  not  effect  much  in  the  way  of  encouraging  our  manufacturers, 
neither  did  a more  stringent  tariff  law  in  1824,  but  that  of  1S2T-2S  was 
effectual,  and  greatly  stimulated  the  growth  of  the  mechanic  arts  and 
textile  manufactures.  It  did  more  : it  awakened  the  hostility  of  the 
cotton-growers  of  the  South,  and  led  to  the  intense  and  dangerous 
political  disturbance  known  in  history  as  the  Nullification  movement  in 
South  Carolina. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  decade  there  were  in  the  city  of  New  York 
a score  or  more  of  incorporated  manufacturing  companies,  organized 
under  a State  law  of  1811,  allowing  any  ‘‘five  or  more  persons”  to 
form  a company  for  the  manufacture  of  certain  specified  articles.  The 
principal  of  these  companies  were  : 

The  Eagle  Manufacturing  Company,  for  tlie  manufacture  of  cotton, 
woollen  and  linen  goods  ; the  Cop]'>er  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the 
manufacture  of  copper  and  brass  ; the  Patent  Oil  Com}xiny,  for  press- 
ing and  straining  oil  ; the  New  York  Gas-light  Company,  for  manu- 
facturing illuminating  gas  ; the  New  York  Laboratory  Association,  for 
the  manufacture  of  white  and  red  lead  and  other  paints  ; the  New 
York  Company,  for  the  same  purpose  ; the  New  York  Steel  Company, 
Steam  Saw-mill  Com})any,  tlie  Linen  Company,  tlie  New  York  Manu- 
facturing Company,  the  New  York  Sugar  Kelining  Company,  and  the 
New  York  Chemical  Company.  There  were  also  two  chartered  coal 
conpianies,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  and  working  mines  of  coal 
and  other  valuable  minerals,  and  for  delivering  at  New  York  coal  for 

sunrise  to  sunset,  or  from  four  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  until  half  past  seven  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  for  SI. ‘25  a day.  He  vas  allowed  an  hour  for  breakfast  and  two  hours  for 
dinner.  Tlien  in  the  shipyard.s  the  heaviest  timbers,  now  handled  by  steam  or  horse 
power,  were  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  men  ; and  many  hours  were  consumed  in  sawing 
a stick  of  live  oak  by  hand,  one  workman  standing  in  a ditch  below,  his  face  protected 
from  the  sawdust  by  a veil,  while  now  a circular  saw  driven  by  steam  or  horse  power 
would  do  the  same  work  in  about  one  minute. 
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fiK‘1,  from  tlie  Oliio  Eiver,”  etc.  Those  ovxil  coinpanios  luul  been 
oi-tianized  and  chartered  in  1814,  when  autluMoite  lirst  l^ecame  publicly 
known  as  fuel.  It  ^ras  not  generally  intro<lr.v’Ovl  into  the  city  of  f\”ew 
York  betbre  1825. 

About  1832  English  mechanics,  disheartonou  by  ‘‘  dull  times'’  at  liome 
and  attracted  by  “ flush  times”  in  Xew  York  and  Philadelphia,  began 
to  come  over  in  quite  large  numbers.  Tluw  luti’oduced  new  branches 
ot  7uechanical  business.  These  took  ])ermanoat  ro<;t.  Inventive  genius 
was  stimulated  in  a remarkable  degree,  and  from  small  beginnings  flfty 
years  ago  Xew  York  has  become  the  leadiuir  manufacturing  city  in  tlie 
Ivopublic.  Ill  188<)  the  number  of  its  mamifacturing  establishments 
was  11,339,  employing  over  Sl81,OOop)()()  of  capital,  and  producing  in 
that  year  goods  of  the  value  of  8472,923.437. 

The  increase  in  the  commercial  and  manuhicturing  o]»erations  in  the 
city  at  that  time  demanded  an  increase  of  bmiking  facilities  for  furnish- 
ing currency  and  aiding  a universal  civilii  system.  Tliere  were  then 
sixteen  banks  of  issue  and  deposit  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  including 
a branch  of  the  Enited  States  Pank,  with  an  aggi’egate  capital  of 
817,040,000.  They  were  : The  V.  S.  Pranch  Pank,  ->00,000  ; Pank 
of  Xew  York,  incorporated  in  1791,  slo‘00*,o00  ; fManhattan  Pank, 
incorporated  in  1799,  82,050,000  ; Alerchmus'  Pank,  incor])orated  in 
1803,  Si, 400,000  ; ^Mechanics’  Pank,  incorporated  in  1810,  sl,50o,o00  ; 
Union  Pank,  incorporated  in  1811,  sl,tl(>0,ooo  ; Pank  of  America, 
chartered  in  1812,  S->000,000  ; City  Pank,  incorporated  in  1812, 

81.250.000  ; Phoenix  Pank,  chartered  in  U12,  85*‘<k300  ; Franklin 
Pank,  incorporated  in  1818,  8->o0,000  ; X’orth  Fiver  Panic,  incorpo- 
rated in  1821,  8500, ooO  ; Tradesmen's  Rmk,  chartered  in  1823, 

8000.000  ; Chemical  Pank,  incorporated  in  i>21,  s5oo,ooo  ; Fulton 
Pank,  incorporated  in  1824,  8500, OoO  : ])elaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Company,  incoiqiorated  in  1825,  81,00O.O(’i\  of  which  85'><>,<><»o  was 
employed  in  banking  ; and  tlie  XYw  York  l>rv  Dock  Conqiany,  char- 
tered in  1825,  87<,)0,(h>0.  Eleven  of  these  hanks  are  in  existence  in  1883. 

There  was  then  only  one  savings  bank  in  tiie  city,  located  in  (Cham- 
bers Street,  and  0]ien  only  on  ^londav  a.fteriioons  from  four  to  six 
o'clock,  and  on  Saturday  afternoons  from  huir  to  seven  o'clock  ; on 
quarter  days,  from  eleven  to  one  o'clock.  Tin'  genesis  of  this  lirst  sav- 
ings bank  in  the  city  of  X^ew  York  is  interesting.  It  was  the  olfspring 
of  the  active  brain  and  benevolent  nature  of  9ohn  Pintard. 

Pintard  called  a meeting  of  a few  gentlemen  at  the  City  Hotel,  on 
X^ovembei*  29,  181t;.  The  ])hilant]iro[)ist.  Tlionias  Eddy,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  J.  II.  Coggeshall  was  clio>en  secretary.  Pintard  had 
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prepared  the  followinii'  resolution  ])ofore  he  went  to  the  inoeting',  whic-h 
was  oiferetl  hy  John  Griscom,  and  iinaniinonsly  adopted  : 

That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a savings  banlv  in 

York  City.’’ 

Pintard  liad  also  prepared  a constitution.  It  was  offered  Ijy  Zaclia- 
riali  Lewis,  and  adopted.  Tlie  association  vras  organized  by  the  choiev 
of  twentv-eight  directors,  with  Do  YTtt  Clinton  at  their  head.  TIk' 
officers  chosen  were  TYilliam  Bayard,  president  ; Yoali  Brown,  Thomas 
II.  Smith,  and  Thomas  C.  Taylor,  vice-presidents."^ 

The  institution  did  not  go  into  operation  until  Saturday  evening, 
July  3,  ISIO,  at  six  o'clock,  in  a basement  room  in  Chambers  Street. 
The  office  of  deposit  was  kept  open  that  evening  until  nine  o'clocL', 
when  the  sum  of  S:2S07  had  been  received  from  eighty-two  depositor. 
The  largest  deposit  was  SoOO,  the  smallest  8*2. f AVitliin  the  following 
six  months  there  laid  been  I'cceived  S153,37S,  from  1527  depositoi-s. 

This  ffret  Bank  for  Savings,  the  firstorganized  in  the  city  of  Yew 
York,  is  yet  a flourisldng  institution,  occupying  an  elegant  banking- 
house  built  of  white  marble,  in  Bleecker  Street.  In  1SS3  there  were 
twenty-three  savings  l)aidcs  in  the  city  of  Xew  York.  The  original 
Bank  for  Savings,  established  in  1819,  had  received,  during  03 yearn, 
from  490,54:1  depositors,  the  sum  of  81^2,032,515  ; to  which  add 
interest  up  to  January  1,  1883,  $29,501,701,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$191,534,277.+ 

AYhen  this  savings  Ixmk  was  lirmly  established,  Yr.  Pintard,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  usual  custom  when  he  had  achieved  a great  success,  witli- 
drew,  but  in  1828  he  accepted  the  presidency  of  it,  and  held  that 
office  until  1841,  when  he  w<is  eighty-one  yeai*s  old,  and  was  growing 
blind.  It  has  lieen  well  said,  There  never  was  a man  in  the  city  who 
could  start  great  measures  as  John  Pintard  could.  He  could  indite  a 

O 

* Tlie  following  nanietl  gentlojncn  wore  chosen  directors  : De  Witt  Clinton,  Archibald 
Gracie,  Cadwnllader  I).  Coiden.  William  Few,  John  Griscom,  Jeremiah  Thompson,  Danoan 
1\  Camp])ell,  Jiimes  Eastbnm.  John  I’nitard,  J.  IF.  Coggeshali,  Jonas  IMapes,  BrockhoGt 
Livingston,  Richard  Varick,  Tliomas  Faldy,  Peter  Jay,  J.  Murray,  Jr.,  John  Slidell. 
.\ndrew  Morris,  Gilbert  .\spinwall,  Z.ichariah  Lewi.s,  Thomas  Buckley,  Najah  Taylor, 
Francis  B.  Winthrc.p,  William  Wilson. 

f John  Pintard,  John  E.  Hyde,  T)uncan  P.  Campbell,  William  Bayard,  Colonel  William 
Few,  James  F.astburn,  Thomas  Edil}',  Zachariah  Lewis,  John  Mason,  Jacob  Sherrcl, 
William  Wilson,  and  Jeremiah  Thompson  were  ]iresent  that  evening. 

^ The  otlic<  rs  of  this  Bank  for  Savings  for  ISSJ  were  ; Robert  Lenox  Kennedy,  presi- 
dent ; Vrylli'^  Bkickstone  and  Benjamin  H.  Field,  vice-presidents  ; George  Cabot  Ward, 
socrct:‘rv  : Bavi.l  Olyj.hant,  treasurer;  tVillium  G.  White,  comptroller,  and  Jauu. - 

Knowles,  accountant  at  the  bank. 
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lian<]l>ill  that  would  inflame  the  minds  of  tlie  |)eo})le  for  any  good 
work.  He  could  call  a meeting  with  the  pen  of  a poet,  and  before  the 
|x*opie  met  he  would  have  arranged  the  doings  for  a pei'feet  success.” 

At  tlie  time  we  are  considering  there  were  ten  mariiu'-insurance 
eompanies  and  twenty-eight  tire-insurance  camipanies  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  with  the  agencies  of  four  outside  companies—namely,  the 
Diukess  and  the  Orange  County,  the  AYestern  (at  IJu(falo),  and  the 
rtica  tire-insurance  companies. 

The  marine-insurance  companies  were  : the  Xew  York,  the  Ocean, 
tlie  American,  the  Pacific,  the  Ihiion,  the  Atlantic,  the  Mohawk  (for 
maritie,  canal,  lake,  and  river  insurance^,  the  Xeptune,  and  the  ATagara, 
with  an  aggregate  capital  of  8l,hb0,00o. 

The  fire-insurance  companies  were  : the  Afutual,  the  AYashington, 
the  Eagle,  the  Hope,  the  Globe,  the  Fmnklin,  the  Merchants',  the 
Afercantile,  tlie  Alechanics’,  the  Alanhattan.  the  Fulton,  tlu'  Fai'iners', 
the  A’orth  Tiiver,  the  Chatham,  the  E(|uitabk\  the  PhaMux,  the  AYw 
Yorlv  Contributorshi}),  the  Jefferson,  the  Pnited  States,  tlu'  .Etna,  the 
Sun,  the  Protection,  the  Howard,  tlie  Traders',  the  Tradesmen's,  the 
Firemen’s,  and  the  Lafayette,  with  an  aggregate  ca[iital  of  over 
Sib,  000,000. 

The  fire  department  was  then  a volunteer  association,  and  remained 
so  until  the  year  1SG5.  It  was  an  ancient  institution  in  tiie  city — as 
ancient  as  the  beorinniim  of  the  administration  of  Peter  Stuvvesant  of 
the  government  of  A"ew  Xetherlands. 

In  IG.IS  Stuyvesant  appointed  four  fire  - wardens  to  inspect  the 
wooden  chimneys  of  the  little  village  of  A"ew  xVmsterdam.  A fine  of 
about  sE.30  was  imposed  upon  all  whose  cliimneys  w'ere  found  to  be 
imperfectly  swe])t.  These  fines  were  to  be  used  for  providing  haither 
fire-buckets  and  hooks  and  ladders.  Tlie  fire-warden  was  among  the 
otiieial  dignitaries  of  the  town,  and  was  not  to  be  to'aled  with  dis- 
res])ect-  Madaline  Dircks,  one  of  the  good  (himes  of  Ahov  Amsterdam, 
was  fined  “ two  pounds  Flemish"  for  saying  to  a fire- wan hm  as  slie 
passed  his  iloor  (only  in  a joking  way,  she  plea(hal),  “ Iliere  is  the 
chimmw-sweep  in  tlie  door;  his  cliimuey  is  well  swept."  ‘‘Such 
jokes,"  the  court  said,  “cannot  lie  tolerated,’’  and  tlu'  dame  was 
made  to  ]iav  dearly  for  her  fun.  One  half  of  tlie  fim'  went  to  the 
church  and  the  other  half  to  the  ]h)oi*. 

After  the  English  occupation  (lOS.I)  the  ollice  of  “ vicover  and 
searcher  of  chimneys  and  fire-hearths"  was  established,  and  a liiu' of 
fift(Mm  shillings  was  imposed  upon  thus(*  who  shonhl  allow  their  chim- 
neys to  take  tire  : now  the  fine  is 
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As  tbe  city  increased,  numerous  liooks  and  ladders  were  added  to  tl:  - 
scores  of  tire-buckets.  There  was  no  fire-eng'ine  in  tbe  city  l)elbi*e 
1731.  In  i\Iay  of  that  year  tbe  city  authorities  ordered  tbe  pui’cliuse 
of  two  engines,  and  appointed  tbe  mayor  and  two  aldermen  a commit- 
tee to  agree  with  some  proper  merchant  or  merchants”  to  send  to 
London  for  tbe  same.  A room  in  tbe  old  City  Hall,  in  VvTill  Street, 
was  fitted  up  for  tlieir  rece])tion  and  security.  These  engines  were 
queer  looking  macliines.  Each  consisted  of  a short  ‘‘  oblong-square 
box,  with  tlje  condenser  in  the  centre,  and  was  played  by  short  arms 
at  each  end,  and  inounted  on  four  block- wheels,  made  of  thick  plank. 
There  was  no  traveller  forward  for  wheels  to  play  under  tlie  box  so, 
when  it  turned  a sharp  corner,  the  engine  must  have  been  lifted 
around.*  The  engines  were  filled  by  means  of  fire-buckets.  Xo 
suction-pipes  were  used  before  the  year  ISOtk 

In  1737  the  Legislature  of  Xew  York,  sitting  in  the  city,  passed  an 
act  for  the  appointment  of  twenty -four  able-bodied  men,  who  shall 

be  called  tlie  tii’cmen  of  this  city,  to  work  and  play  the  fire-engines, 
and  who  shall  be  exempt  from  serving  as  constables,  or  doing  militia 
duty  during  their  continuance  as  firemen.”  This  was  the  beginning  of 
the  Xew  York  fire  companies.  This  act  was  passed  in  consequence  of 
a large  fire  which  had  recently  occurred  in  the  city.  Thirty  strong, 
able,  decent,  honest,  and  sober  men”  were  chosen  for  the  service  out  of 
the  six  wards  of  the  city — five  from  each  ward.f  The  first  engine- 
house  had  been  erected  at  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Broad  streets  the 
year  before. 

Xear  the  close  of  the  last  century  each  engine-house  was  furnished 
witli  long  poles,  on  eacli  of  which  twelve  leather  fire-buckets,  provided 
by  the  city,  might  be  carried,  for  it  was  found  inexpedient  to  ilepend 
upon  private  houses  for  a sufficiency  of  fire-buckets. 

In  17hS  “ The  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Xew  York”  was  in- 
corporated by  act  of  the  Legislature.  It  was  to  consist  of  all  persons 

* In  “The  Story  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,”  by 
George  W.  Sheldon,  p.  0,  may  be  seen  a picture  of  one  of  these  engines.  To  that  excel- 
lent work  the  writer  is  greatly  indebted. 

f The  men  wlio  com]io^ed  the  first  tire  company  in  the  city  were  : John  Tiebont, 
Hercules  Wardeven,  Ja.colnis  de  la  Jlontagne,  Thomas  Brom,  Abraham  Van  Gelder, 
William  Roome,  Jr..  Walter  Ileyer,  Johannes  Alstein,  Evert  Bells,  Jr.,  Jacobus  Stouteu- 
burgh,  Peter  Lote,  Peter  Braner.  Albertis  Tiebont,  John  Vredenbnrgli,  John  Duuscombe, 
Johannes  Roome,  Peter  Alar.schalk,  Petrus  Kip,  Abraham  Kip,  Andrew  Meyer,  Jr.,  Robert 
Richardson,  Pvymer  Binvus.  B;ir-mt  Burch.  David  Van  Gelder,  Johannes  Van  ihn-rsori, 
jMartinus  BogL-rt,  Jolianm  s Vredeuburgh,  John  Van  Says,  Adolphus  Brase,  and  John 
Maim. 
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ilu-n  or  wlio  might  be  thereafter  members  of  any  fire  company  of  the 
ritvof  Xew  York.  Tiiis  brought  the  firemen  of  the  city  into  closer 
relations,  and  the  spirit  of  the  corps  was  very  high.  They  served 
without  pay,  excepting  in  the  form  of  some  privileges,  and  they  per- 
formed  the  arduous  and  soraetintes  dangerous  service  of  the  dejiartment 
with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  ‘‘The  ]>ride  ami  ambition  of  each  lire 
rom})any,'’  said  the  now  venerable  Front  Street  merchant,  Zo|)har 
Mills,  the  president  of  the  Exempt  Firemen's  Association,  to  ^Ir. 
Slu'ldon,  “ were  to  be  the  first  to  reach  a fire,  and  the  most  elficient  in 
putting  it  out.  T/e  had  as  much  love  for  that  as  we  possibly  could  for 
anytliing  else.  TV e would  leave  our  business,  our  dinner,  tair  anything, 
ami  rush  for  the  engine.  The  night  I Avas  getting  married  tliere  was  a 
lire.  I could  see  it,  and  I wanted  to  go  immediately.  But  the  next 
morning  early,  before  breakfast,  there  was  another  fire,  and  I went  to 
that.  So  you  may  judge  how  we  liked  it.  If  we  had  a parade,  we 
])aid  the  expenses  ourselves.  TVe  aluaiys  paid  for  the  painting,  re])air-‘ 
iige*,  and  decorating  our  engines.  The  engine  to  which  I belonged 
(No.  13)  was  silver  ])lated — the  first  that  was  so — at  a cost  perhajis  of 
Sl>o()0.  TVe  didn't  ask  the  corporation  to  foot  the  bill.  . . . There 

were  few  ‘ roughs  ’ then,  as  in  modern  times.  Xor  were  there  any 
salaries,  except  in  the  case  of  tlie  chief  engineer  and  temjiorarily  of  the 
assistant  engineer.  Firemen  now  are  liberally  conpiensated  ; they  get 
SliiriO  a year  each,  and  are  retired  on  lialf  pay,  if  infirm,  after  ten 
years’ service.  ” ^ 

Tlr.  Mills  is  a most  remarkable  man.  His  ])hysical  and  mental 
energy  was  always  marvellous,  and  he  retains  these  characteristics 
now,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-five  years.  For  tliirty  ycai's  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  fire  department  of  Xew  York  City,  as  a ])i‘ivate, 
foreman,  assistant  engineer,  and  ]iresident  of  the  department.  He 
began  the  peculiar  service  by  running  Avith  Engine  No.  13,  wdien  he 
Avas  a boy  thirteen  years  of  age,  ‘‘  For  a number  of  years,'’  says  Tlr. 
Sheldon,  ‘‘he  acted  as  leader  of  the  floor  at  the  annual  ball  of  the 
department,  and  also  as  ti’easurei'  of  the  liall  committete  In  a single 
night  often  he  Avould  be  at  the  treasurer's  ollice,  Avould  leave  for  the 
ball-room  and  shoAV  the  firemen  hoAv  to  dance,  Avould  nin  with  his 
engine  to  a fire,  and  then  return  and  dance  until  moi'iiing. 

Mr.  Tlills,  in  his  prime,  had  a voice  of  Avonderful  power.  “ lie  had 
a throat  like  a lion,”  said  an  old  tireman  to  Tlr.  Sheldon.  “ I slept  in 
tlie  attic  of  my  house  in  order  more  easily  to  hear  alarms  of  fire.  Eve 


Sheldon’s  Story  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,”  p.  20. 
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lieard  Zopbar  ]\rills\s  halloo  froiii  Pearl  Street,  ^vhen  I was  in  bed  in 
William  Street,  ' Turn  out  ! turn  out  ! Fire  ! tire  1 ’ Of  course  when 
he  yelled  that,  out  I went.  The  tones  of  his  voice  had  come  to  me 
through  live  blocks — from  Pearl  to  ClilT  Street,  from  Clitf  to  \ ande- 
water,  from  Yandewater  to  Pose,  arid  from  Pose  to  Y illiam — say 
eight  hundred  feet  at  least,  and  they  could  be  heard  distinctly  at  that 
distance.”  On  one  occasion  he  ran  all  the  way  from  Pearl  Street  to 
the  Hell  Gate  ferry,  at  Eighty-sixth  Street,  and  then  crossed  the  river. 
Mr.  Mills  was  born  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  in  September, 

The  Kew  York  Fire  Department  has  always  been  proni})t  and  ener- 
getic in  responding  to  the  public  desires  when  any  great  parade  of  citi- 
zens was  to  take  ])lace,  like  that  of  the  reception  of  Lafayette  in  lS2d, 
the  great  canal  celebration  the  next  year,  in  honor  of  the  revolution  in 
France  in  1S30,  tlie  introduction  of  the  Croton  water  in  lSd2,  and  the 
completion  of  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cable  in  1S5S. 

In  1791.  some  members  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  at  a con- 
vivial party,  initiated  measures  for  creating  a fund  called  the  ‘‘  Fire 
Department  Fund,''  for  the  l)enefit  of  indigent  and  disabled  firemen. 
In  the  charter  of  tlie  depaitment,  obtained  in  179S,  there  was  a provi- 
sion for  the  maintenance  of  such  a fund.  For  a longseries  of  years  the 
recipients  of  the  benelits  were  few,  and  a surplus  was  accumulated.  It 
was  invested  in  fire-insurance  stock,  and  was  all  lost  when  the  great 
fire  of  1835  ruined  many  insurance  companies.  But  the  citizens  of 
Pew  York,  appreciating  the  services  of  the  department,  came  to  the 
rescue,  and  contributed  s:>4,0(^o  toward  a reinstatement  of  the  fund. 
It  experienced  vicissitudes  afterward,  and  the  Legislature  gave  it  aid 
at  one  time. 

After  the  vffiunteer  system  was  succeeded  by  a Paid  Fii’e  Depart- 
ment, this  trust  was  confided  to  the  Exempt  Wlunteer  Firemen.  It 
then  amounted  to  ; it  is  now  (1883)  over  8130,(m')0.  The  Paid 

Fire  Department  has  a fund  of  more  than  8400, ooO,  From  time  to 
time  this  fund  of  tlie  volunteer  fremen  was  increased  by  the  ]iro- 
ceeds  of  entertainments  freely  given  by  theatres,  etc.  Among  the 
most  active  [iromoters  of  that  fund  was  the  now  venerable  John  AT. 
Degrauw,  who  was  an  energetic  fireman  from  ISIG  to  1837.  For 
many  yeai*s  he  was  jiresident  of  tiie  lire  depart ment.f 

* In  Pecember,  lSo3,  on  the  retirement  of  i\Ir.  from  the  ofiiee  of  president  of  the 

fire  department,  a series  of  complimentary  resolutions  was  passed,  and  in  Au'_,mst,  18o3, 
the  representatives  of  that  dei>artment  presented  him  with  a tea-service  of  silver  which 
cost  iSlOOO. 

f John  W.  Deijruuw  was  an  active  merchant  at  the  beginning  of  1883,  although  then 
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The  A.ssociation  of  P]xempt  Firemen  was  formed  in  1S41,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  benevolent  fund  of  the  de})artment,  for  there 
had  i>een  at  that  early  day  some  talk  of  a Faid  Fire  De])artment.  In 
th(*  fall  of  1813  the  name  of  the  society  was  changed  to  ‘‘  The  Associa- 
tion of  Exeni})t  Firemen  of  the  City  of  A”ew  Yoiky’  with  the  avowed 
object  of  affording  such  aid  to  the  lire  department  in  the  city  as  lay  in 
their  ]>ower.  The  first  president  of  the  association  was  F/.ziali  \Yen- 
man  ; the  present  (lSS3j  incumbent  is  Zo|)liar  Mills,  elected  in  1873. 

The  bill  establisliing  the  Faid  Fire  Department  in  tlie  city  of  Xew 
York  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the  3(>th  of  IMarch,  iSbo.  The 
department  as  a body  had  \^eiiemently  op])Osed  the  measure.  It  was 
intimated  that  the  firemen  would,  in  a l>ody,  resign  and  abandon  their 
a])})aratus.  There  was  much  excitement  in  tlie  city.  On  one  eiigine- 
liouse  were  posted  the  ^vords  To  let  oii  another,  Closed  in  conse- 
(pience  of  a death  in  the  family  and  on  another,  ‘‘  Shut  ii[)  for  one 
year  ; occupants  gone  to  Saratoga."  The  firemen  met  in  most  of  the 
engine-houses  to  consider  the  situation,  and  most  of  them  took  the 


nearly  eiglity-six  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  May,  17517,  in  the  ward  in  which  his 
store  now  is,  No.  67  Washington  Street.  He  is  of  Huguenot  descent.  His  fatlier  and 
grandfather  were  soldiers  during  the  whole  of  the  old  war  for  independence.  He  went 
into  a store  as  clerk  seventy-five  years  ago,  and  has  been  in  business  ever  since. 

“ I’ll  tell  yon  bow  I live,”  IMr.  Degrauw  said  to  the  author  of  The  Story  of  the  Vol- 
unteer Fire  Dej)artment”  in  1880.  “ I ride  every  day,  and  go  to  bed  every’  night  at  nine 

o’clock.  I get  my  dinner  here  [in  his  store — he  lives  in  Drooklyn]-  -they  send  it  to  me 
from  home —and  take  a little  drop  of  brandy  and  water.  I’ll  show  you  my  dinner  to- 
day.” He  brought  out  a little  basket  containing  a bottle  of  i)reserved  berries,  a cup  of 
custard,  and  some  bread  and  butter.  “I  go  home  for  supper  ; no  meat,  but  a piece  of 
toast,  something  light,  and  a cup  of  tea.  Then  to  bed  (unless  somebody  comes  in), 
and  ball  a wineglass  of  brandy  or  gin.  1 never  chewed  tol)acco.  I have  smoked  about 
all  my  life,  but  I’ve  given  that  u}>  now.  At  pre.scnt  I burn  only  two  or  three  cigars  a day.” 

Mr.  Degrauw  is  a remarkable  man.  His  memory  goes  buck  to  the  earlier  dc.ys  of  this 
century,  when  hoys  skated  from  Broadway  near  Pearl  Street  to  the  North  River,”  and 
Hew  their  kites  on  the  green  hills  at  Leonard  Street,  beyond  the  old  hospital.  “ away  out 
in  the  country.”  He  helped  cast  up  intrem  hments  at  ^IcClowan's  Pass  (now  in  Central 
Park),  DIanhattanville,  and  Brooklyn  during  the  war  of  1812.  Ho  served  a term  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  at  an  early  age  became  an  active  volunteer  fireman.  Ho  lias  ever 
been  a passionate  lover  of  flowers,  and  he  introduced  the  custom  of  docoratiiig  the  rollin 
and  the  church  with  flowers  at  funerals.  For  thirteen  years  lie  was  president  of  the  old 
Brooklyn  Horticultural  Society.  Of  music  too  he  is  fund,  and  has  been  for  many  years 
a member  of  tlie  executive  committee  of  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Dlusic. 

Mr.  Degrauw  was  a volunteer  fireman  twenty  years,  a member  of  Company  16  during 
the  whole  time.  For  several  years  he  was  a trustee  and  president  of  the  fire  dej»art- 
•ment  ; chairman  of  the  scliool  committee  of  the  Tnmtoes’  Fund  provided  for  the  educa- 
tion of  firemen’s  children  ; helped  to  make  arriiiigcmonts  for  the  earliest  firemen’s  balls, 
and  secured  benefits  from  the  managers  of  theatres. 
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matter  [)hilosophicall v.  ” At  a meeting  at  Firemen’s  Hall,  on  the  first 
of  April,  Cliief-Engineo]’  Decker  advised  the  firemen  to  continue  their 
services  to  the  city,  and  there  was  a most  generous  s})irit  dispUiyed. 
By  their  conduct  at  tliat  crisis  the  firemen  of  Xew  York  won  the 
respect  and  gmtitude  of  the  citizens.  The  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
was  disbanded,  and  the  Paid  Fire  Department  took  its  ]dace.  The 
])roperty  of  the  de})artmeut  Avas  turned  over  to  a board  of  fire  commis- 
sioner, appointed  lyv  the  governor  of  the  State. 

The  changed  conditions  of  the  city  made  this  reA^olution  in  the  fire 
department  necessary.  The  introduction  of  steam  fire-engines  dimin- 
ished the  numljer  of  men  necessary  to  the  successful  working  of  the 
machines.  The  rapid  extension  of  the  area  of  the  city  and  other  con- 
ditions made  it  advisalde  to  have  a lire  department  composial  of  men 
who  would  give  their  entire  time  to  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

The  firemen  of  Yew  York  City  have  eA^er  been  ready  to  act  prom])tly 
and  braA’ely  in  defence  of  their  country.  In  the  AA'ar  of  tlie  Pevolu- 
tion,  in  the  second  Avar  for  inde])endence,  and  in  the  late  Civil  YTir, 
their  conduct,  at  home  and  in  tlie  field,  AAxas  eA^er  conspicuous."^ 

The  steam  fire-engine  Awas  introduced  into  the  city  of  Ycav  York  in 
ISTl.  Tiie  frerjiiency  and  extent  of  conflagrations  in  tlie  city  during 
the  winter  of  lS39—to  called  the  attention  of  tlie  citizens  generally,  and 
of  the  insurance  companies  in  particular,  to  the  subject  of  adopting 
more  efficient  means  for  extinguishing  fires  than  the  city  possessed. 


* Scores  of  anecdotes,  amusing  and  pathetic,  have  been  related  concerning  the  conduct 
of  New  York  firemen.  The  fcdlowing  characteristic  one  will  suffice  as  an  example  : 

“ In  Barn  Tim’s  old  Yluseum,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Herald  office,  some  firemen  once 
appeared  as  actors  in  a play  entitled  The  Faf rials  of  ’76.  Larnum’s  manager  had  ob- 
served that  the  Lady  AA'ashingtou-  Light  Guards,  a target  company  composed  of  members 
of  Engine  Company  No.  40,  marched  with  considerable  precision,  having  been  drilled 
industriously.  ‘ Y’hy  not  get  them  to  perform  some  of  their  evolutions  in  our  new  mili- 
tary play  ? ’ he  thought.  The  idea  was  not  distasteful  to  the  men  of  the  engine  company, 
and  tliey  agreed  to  accept  the  proposal  and  turn  over  the  j)roceeds  of  the  engagement  to 
some  of  their  number  who  were  out  of  work.  In  due  time  tliey  aiipeared  on  the  stage  of 
the  lecture-room  of  the  Museum,  some  dressed  as  Hessians  and  Continentals,  others  as 
Indians,  and  one  as  Moll  Pitclier,  the  famous  heroine  of  Revolutionary  days  ; but  while 
in  the  midst  of  a most  exciting  act  the  City  Hall  bell  sounded  an  alarm  of  fire.  ‘Boys,’ 
cried  their  foreman,  who  was  acting  with  them,  ‘ boys,  there's  a fire  in  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict ! ’ The  words  had  scarcely  escaped  his  lips  when  his  thirty  comrades  bolted  from 
the  stage,  ruslied  up  Broadway  for  their  engine,  and  soon  returned  with  it — the  mo>^t 
extraordinary  looking  fire  company  ever  seen  in  the  streets  of  a civilized  or  uncivilized 
community,  Moll  Pitcher  at  the  head  of  the  rope,  and  a live  Indian  bnindiHiing  a fire- 
man's trumpet.  On  reaching  the  fire,  followo<l  by  a motley  and  jeering  crowd,  they 
apjilied  themselves  earnestly  to  the  l)rak'*s,  while  the  manager  in  the  IMuseiim  was 
endeavoring,  to  explain  to  his  audience  the  cause  of  his  sudden  dilemma.” 


;J  ■ - ■;  . ‘ ■ j ri  '■'*'•■>■? ' • i'  ■•  ’ » ‘.i  V ^' ' ’ 

"-.  '■  -Vi:  •’"  • i«vi/TJ5k)"‘/-*?llT 


M 

4 ■>  ’ < ; 


t^> 


f If  Hi!'  ;f|ti 
; 'f  -mI.?  1i.‘  ? ’■  ’ .i  I ' '.‘■’•- 

-thiT  ' 


■.'..rnu:i  hiin  .j](  ■ 


* l-»  ;:.>!S;iT‘ !'?//> 


■f'»f 


vj:(jh>' 


If'"):'  ^ '' 

mI’>  4;:. 4 

(.  -4m, 

4 4 "•<■>■ 

,r  041.4  ;:-krr 

■4'--  '4  T'y>  ‘ . 

! ..  L.  l-MM  },  ■ 

■/4/''  V (i  ■ .'i- 

-4^-  O' 

.'■' Vi-' i^^ffr  ■',  ' 

■ ipf'l:.;’ 

- :.:  v4rk  -' 

- 7 -U  f4  .^: 

,i 

4W‘ 

. - • ■ -W 

■TV/'i'iW,",,- 

.4 

■ ' “«  4'’?Hr" 

' "■''  - M i '-'r,. 

”f$Wk 

::4.f ’ 

''^’r 

' . ! f 44'  ;4 

• >’rit‘^^  w ‘ '•',. 

•0  in 

'/ii'mr:  *jUi 

JSii.-ii.Xv  ,1’1> 

‘ ,s  "( 

: i<v’4il  > Mik^  Jff  ^ • f 4, i !•.''’ 

44  -^4 1*48. 

Mi  -444'  '^-  -^/•4fri’^i$4 

^ Y*‘j,  r' 

• "■-'/••■■ -‘'r-  • ^ntS  '‘iw'f  ^:--;:^n%>’.>  .'  • ■ ' 


'hciiv;||s|pp, 

{}.'4u-£  i .^•m-W-%::i'i>^-‘il.‘i.  ■■"■'  •'S5>Z  5o. 


w««  1q* 


''■■■  -'TJJirtffMil 


, f;^^^-3,i:.,,v'-^  '.' : ’.i'v^.  .isSm 

'Wf’'  i,-^i'-i  '■■' 

■ ''^'P ’5'' ’ 4''^^' 

‘ ’' ^ ' -r ' ^arrt  ^v  . ' ' • '’V:  ki  ■ 

■ : T',  :■■■'■■■  ; %tri»  ' ■ 3 ...  ■'-' ' ■ ' '- 

^ ' -u  fnO  i'o 

' ■•■  i>, A ' v <T<t  M 

I ' . f ' .xr..b  ^ 

‘ t-i-  ;,■:;  :-yy/^p>i lil  'lif  ■nt'.  '*;-i  ^ 

SMf\(n:>6rf9 

• Vti 


^th  . ‘1 


T=rt^ 
■„v'l  ' : ;'.jl’ 

(I  ^ui 

»;  r i >|’i 


FIRST  DECADE,  1800-1840. 


233 


The  untiring  efTorts  of  the  well-organized  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
srcuiied  insullicient  to  ])erform  the  arduous  duties  repuired  of  them,  and 
trencral  alarm  pervaded  the  community. 

At  this  juncture  the  Mechanics’  Institute  ('f  the  ('ity  of  Xew  York 
otrered  its  gold  medal — the  highest  honor  within  its  gift — as  a reward 
for  the  best  method  of  apjdying  steam  as  a nu>tor  lor  fire-engines. 
Several  plans  were  submitted,  and  the  award  was  given  to  CajTaiii 
John  Ericsson,  an  eminent  Swedish  engineer,  who  had  recently  come 
to  America  from  England.  He  estimated  the  power  of  the  engine 
which  he  proposed  to  be  ecpial  to  that  of  108  men.'^ 

Eoston,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore,  and  Gincimriti  had  steam  fire- 
engines  before  Xew  York,  oAving  to  the  opposition  of  the  Volunteer 
Eire  Department  in  the  latter  city.  It  Avas  siam  that  if  four  or  ilve 
men  could  handle  a machine,  there  Avas  no  use  ('»f  having  sixty  men  and 
several  assistants  to  do  the  Avork.  The  occu])atioii  of  the  Volunteer 
Dejxirtment  A\muld  be  gone.  This  opposition  was  elTectual  to  pre\mnt 
their  introduction  for  many  years.  The  chief  engineer,  so  late  as  Is^h, 
said  to  the  common  council  that  their  introduction  “ would  embarrass 
seriously  the  Amlunteer  system.” 

Through  the  exertions  of  the  undenvritei's  a steam  fire-engine 
appeared  in  the  city  in  IS-Il.  It  Avas  Imilt  by  i^iul  Hodge  Co.,  in 
Laight  Street.  It  could  throAV  l0,t»0()  ])ounds  of  water  tfirough  a two 
and  one  eighth  inch  nozzle  to  a heiglit  of  Ido  feid  a minute.  But  it 
Avas  embarrassed  in  Aoirious  AA'ays  by  the  ])ra(*tical  op]>osition  of  the 
firemen.  WAmrtheless  the  steamers  by  their  own  merits  finally  con- 
(juered  all  opiiositioif,  and  Avhen  the  Aadunteei-s  pm*ceived  their  intro- 
duction inevitable,  they  Avisely  concluded  the  mov  machines  Avould  be 
Aailuable  auxiliaries  of  the  hand-engines.  In  time  the  steamem  su- 
])ei*seded  the  latter,  and  noAV  (1883)  the  city  of  Xew  York  possesses 
about  fifty  steam  fire-engines  and  as  many  hose-tenders. 

* Engravings  of  tliis  engine,  elevation  and  plans,  were  niaile  by  the  author  of  this 
work,  and  })nblishcd  in  s Ileperfory  of  Sclenre,  oiul  Mnmifadii. res  for  October, 

1840  ; also  in  the  Family  Mayazi/ie,  edited  by  the  present  writer. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


T tlie  be^finnini^:  of  tlie  first  decade  the  citv  of  Xew  York  was 

O O ^ 


furnished  with  an  amended  charter.  A city  convention,  com- 
posed of  five  members  from  each  ward  (sixty-five  in  all),  chosen  by  tlie 
])eo])le  in  pursuance  of  a recommendation  of  the  common  council,  met 
in  June,  foi*  the  ])ur})ose  of  revising  and  proposing  amendments 

to  the  charter.  A series  of  amendments  was  agreed  to,  after  a pro- 
tracted discussion.  These  vrere  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  several 
wards,  and  approved  by  tliem  in  mtilication  meetings.  Application 
was  then  made  to  the  Legislature  to  ratify  tliese  amendmeiits  liy  law, 
and  to  make  them  a part  of  the  charter.  This  was  done  on  April  7, 


The  essential  alterations  in  the  charter  consisted  in  a division  of  the 
common  council  into  two  distinct  boards,  consisting  of  a board  of  aider- 
men  and  a board  of  assistants,  to  sit  and  act  se])arately,  witli  concurrent 
and  ecjual  powers.  These  two  boards  constituted  together  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  the  municipal  government.  It  provided  that  every 
law,  ordinance,  or  resoluti(jn  of  the  common  council  must  ])a.ss  both 
boards,  and  be  submitted  to  the  mayor  before  it  passes,  and  if  he, 
within  ten  days,  returned  the  same  with  objections,  it  must  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  ])ass  both  boards  by  a majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
each  before  it  became  a law  of  the  corporation. 

It  ]n*ovided  for  the  choice,  for  one  year,  of  one  alderman  and  one 
assistant  alderman  in  eadi  Avard.  The  two  boards  Avere  empowered  to 
direct  a special  election  to  fill  any  A'acancy  that  might  occur  in  their 
respective  boards.  Each  lioard  was  given  authority  to  comjiel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  to  punish,  members  for  disorderly  be- 
liavior,  and  to  expel  a member  with  the  concui'i-ence  of  two  thirds  of 
the  mcmbei‘s  elected  to  each  board.  Any  law,  oi'dinauce,  (.>r  I'csolution 
might  originate  in  either  board,  aiid  might  be  amended  or  rejected  by 
the  other. 

It  prohibited  any  member  of  either  board  fi*om  holding  any  olhce  of 
Avhich  tl'ui  emoluments  were  ])aid  I'rom  the  city  tr('asury,  or  by  fee's 
directed  to  be  [)aid  by  any  ordinance  of  tlie  common  c<jimeil,  (jr  from 
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hrin^r  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract,  tlie  expense  of 
which  should  be  paid  by  the  city  government. 

Ilitherio  the  mayor  and  recorder  were  nnenbers  of  the 

(‘onimon  council  ; the  amended  charter  declared  that  neither  of  these 
otlicei's  should  be  a niemljer  of  the  council  after  the  second  dhiesday  in 
May,  1S31.  The  mayor,  as  before,  Avas  to  be  appointed  l)v  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  tlie  State  Senate  ; l>ut 
by  t lie  alteration  of  the  charter,  and  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  March 
3,  1S3L,  it  Avas  proAuded  that  tlie  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  should  be 
chosen  annually  by  the  electors  of  the  municipality. 

The  amended  charter  provided  that  in  the  absence  of  the  mayor,  or 
when  there  should  be  a Auicancy  in  the  otlice,  the  presiihmt  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  should  exei’cise  the  functions  of  mayor,  d'he  mayor  Avas 
required  to  communicate  to  the  common  council  at  h'ast  once  a year 
(oftener  if  required)  a general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  city 
gOAmrnment,  tinances,  and  improAmments,  and  recommend  such  meas- 
ures as  he  should  deem  expedient.  The  common  council  were  prohib- 
ited from  borroAving  moneys  on  the  credit  of  the  corjioration,  except  in 
anticipation  of  the  reA^enue  of  the  year,  unless  by  a special  act  of  the 
Legislature,  and  their  intention  to  do  so  must  bo  published  two  months 
preceding  the  charter  election.  It  provided  that  the  executive  business 
of  the  corporation  should  bo  ])erformed  by  distinct  (kqiai’tnients,  Avhich 
it  AAUis  the  duty  of  the  common  council  to  organize  and  ajipoint  for  that 
purpose. 

This  charter  remained  in  force  and  unamended  until  1849,  excepting 
in  the  matter  relating  to  the  election  of  the  mayor  by  the  peo|)le.  The 
first  chief  magisti’ate  of  the  citA'  chosen  1)A"  tlie  electors  A\ns  Cornelius 
ML  Lawrence,  av1k>  Avas  elected  by  the  Democratic  ])arty  in  Ls34. 

For  scweral  years  proA'ious  to  the  ertntion  of  this  aimaided  chaiter, 
iMeAv  York  had  been  governed  liy  one  body,  conqH >sed  of  the  mavoi-, 
recorder,  and  common  council  fthe  latter  consisting  of  one  alderman 
and  assistant  alderman  from  each  Avard),  sitting  in  one'  chamber.  The 
corporation  Avas  Amsted  Avith  the  powin*  of  enacting  municipal  laAvs  and 
of  enfoi'cing  their  obserA'ance,  under  proper  penaltic's.  The  mayoie 
recorder,  and  aldermen  Avere  or-et/Vc/o  justices  of  the  peace,  having 
poAverto  hold  courts  of  General  Sessions  and  to  decide  as  to  all  olfeiices 
coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  regular  justices  of  the  ])('ace.  Tlnw 
Avere  likeAvise  included  in  the  commission  of  Oyiu’  and  d\n'niiner  for  the 
trial  of  ca|)ital  olfences,  and  Avero  empowiand  to  hold  a court  of 
(,'ominon  Idisis.  which  had  been  called  tlie  iMayorts  ('onrt.  in  which 
civil  actions  of  every  description  W(uv  tihal. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


In  1821  a permanent  law  jndgo  was  appointed  to  preside  in  tlie 
^[ayor’s  Court,  an  act  liaving  been  passed  changing*  the  name  to  tlx* 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  of  Xew  York.  This  act  was 
drawn  by  John  Anthon,  then  the  most  prominent  practitioner  in  the 
Mayor's  Court.  The  olticer  thus  created  was  called  the  first  judge, 
to  hold  olRce  during*  good  behavior,  or  until  he  should  attain  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  In  1822  tlie  term  of  this  office  was  changed  to  live 
yeai*s,  and  the  power  of  appointment,  theretofore  lodged  in  the  Council 
of  Appointment,  ^vas  vested  in  the  governor  of  the  State.  The  mayor, 
recorder,  and  aldermen  Avere  still  authorized  to  sit  in  that  couit,  but 
the  first  judge  was  empoAvered  to  hold  the  court  AAhthout  them  ; indeed 
it  Avas  made  his  special  duty  to  hold  it.  John  T.  Iiwing,  a brother  of 
TCa.shington  Irving,  Avas  tiie  first  jialge  appointed  under  tliis  hiAv,  and 
the  mayor  in  182 1-2 J .(Stejdien  Allen)  ceiised  to  preside  in  this  court. 
In  1S23  iliehard  Piker,  the  recorder,  took  the  place  of  the  mayor  as 
the  presiding  judge  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  Irving  sat  as  the 
judge  of  the  Coin*t  of  Common  Pleas.  This  court  aa^xs  changed  in  ISlb. 

Judge  Irving  (boi  n in  ITTS)  Avas,  in  many  respects,  a model  judge, 
lie  Avas  remarkalxle  for  .strict  integrity,  a strong  love  of  justice,  and  for 
exact  and  methodical  habits.  He  aatis  attentiAm,  careful,  ])ainstaking  ; 
considered  cAmry  case  so  attenti\Tly  that  his  judgments  Avere  rarely 
reversed,  axid  Avere  uniformly  treated  by  courts  of  revision  with  great 
respect. 

Like  Ills  brother  'Washington,  he  had  talent  and  taste  for  literary 
composition.  lie  j)ublished  in  the  nexA^spapers,  paiticularly  in  the 
Morning  Chronirle,  a Democratic  journal  started  by  his  brothers,  prose 
and  poetical  ])ieces,  especially  poetical  attacks  upon  his  })olitical  o})po- 
nents,  remarkable  for  their  point,  brilliancy,  and  satire.  AVhen  ho 
became  judge  his  conscientious  application  to  his  duties  ended  his  lit- 
erary career,  and  no  dnulxt  shortened  his  life.  At  his  death,  Avhich 
occurred  in  !^^arch,  1 8:’, 8,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  the  bar  of  Yew  York 
caused  a handsome  marble  tablet,  Avith  his  Ixust  in  relief  and  a suitable 
inscri])tion  in  Latin,  to  be  ])laced  in  the  court-room.  The  following  is 
a copy  of  the  inscrijxtion  : 

‘ ‘ VIKO  . HON'OKATO 
JOAXNK  • T • iRTIXCr 

QTEM  • JVDICES  • OFFICIO  • MVLTO.S  • FEB  • AXNOS  ' FTXCFXTFM 
ET  • EEGVAI  • DOCTKIXI  • ET  • MOKYM  * IXTFORITAS  - FEEICIHSIMF.  • CONDECOR.ABAXT 
IVIUSCOXSVETI  • NEO  • EFOBACEN'SES  • QVIBVS  • ET  • AAnCI  • ET  • MAOISTRI 
TAM  • TKISTE  • UKI.(JVrT  • OESIOEEVM 
II  • M • rONEXDVM  • CVBAVEUVNT.” 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 
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It  was  durino’  the  presidency  of  Judye  Irving  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  that  New  York  ])resented  a.  remarkahh'  aiTay  of  brilliant 
lawyers.  In  that  court  might  have  been' seen  Thomas  A.ddis  Emmet,* 
Peter  A.  Tay,f  Peter  W.  Padchtle,  Samuel  .M.  Hopkins,  John  Anthon.:J; 
Martin  S.  ACilkins,  Elisha  ^Y.  King,  David  lb  Ogden,  William  Samson, 
AYilliam  Slosson,  Pierre  C.  Van  AVyck,  John  T.  Mulligan,  Pobert 
Pogardus,  Thomas  Phoenix,  Joseph  D.  Fay,  David  Graham,  Sen.,  Hugh 
Ylaxwell,  Joiin  Leveridge,  Ogden  Ilolfnian  (then  rapidly  rising  in  the 
jirofession),  and  othei*s. 

There  was  a Court  of  Sessions,  a Court  of  Oyer  and  Tenniner,  a 
Alarine  Court,  and  ward  district  courts.  The  Court  of  Sessions  4vas  a 
tribunal  for  determining  in  all  cases  of  felony  and  of  offences  committed 
within  the  city,  and  had  power  to  appoint  special  sessions  of  tlie  |)eace 
for  the  same  purposes.  Tlie  judges  of  tiie  Court  of  Sessions  consisted 
of  the  recorder  and  two  aldermen  ; that  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  consisted  of  the  recorder  and  aldermen,  and  was  empowered  to 
try  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  inferior  crimes.  The  Alarine 
Court  was  a tribunal  consisting  of  three  judges,  two  of  whom  Avere 

* Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  LL.D.,  a political  refugee  from  Ireland,  was  an  eminent 
member  of  the  New  York  bar.  He  was  born  in  Cork  in  1734,  and  died  in  New  York  City 
in  November,  1827.  An  obelisk  of  white  marble  marks  his  grave  in  St.  Paul’s  church- 
yard, near  Broadway.  He  was  a brother  of  the  cek'brated  Irish  patriot  and  martyr, 
Robert  Emmet,  and  a son  of  a distinguished  Dublin  physician.  He  studied  medicine  in 
Edinburgh  and  law  in  England,  was  admitted  to  the  Dublin  bar  in  17'J1,  and  soon  rose 
to  distinction  in  his  profession.  He  was  a leader  of  the  league  known  as  United  Irish- 
men, and  was  one  of  the  general  committee  of  tliat  body.  During  tlie  outbreak  in  Ire- 
land in  1798  he  was  arrested,  with  others,  and  suffered  imprisonment  in  Scotland  more 
than  tw'o  years,  during  which  time  he  wrote  a work  entitled  “■  ihoccs  of  Irislx  History,” 
on  which  he  had  been  engaged,  and  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland,  which  was  printed  in  New  York  in  1807.  He  was  finally  permitted  to  with- 
draw to  France,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  and  came  to  AnuTica,  arriving  at  New 
York  in  November,  1804.  There  he  soon  became  distinguished  in  his  profession  as  a 
laborious  and  successful  pleader  and  finished  orator.  In  1812  he  was  attorneA’-general  of 
the  State  of  New  Y’ork,  but  served  only  six  months.  In  1821  Columbia  College  conferred 
on  Mr.  Emmet  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D. 

t Peter  Augustus  Jay  was  the  eldest  son  of  Governor  John  Jay,  and  was  his  {irivate 
secretary  while  governor  and  chief  justice.  He  vais  president  of  the  New  York  Hi.stori- 
cal  Society,  and  an  active  member  of  the  New  York  bar.  In  1810  he  rt'prcsenteil  a dis- 
trict in  the  New  York  Assembly,  and  was  recorder  of  New  York  City  in  ISir'-OQ  Colum- 
bia College  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D. 

John  Anthon,  LL.D.,  was  a native  of  Detroit,  where  he  was  born  in  1784.  He  was 
in  the  military  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a most  indiistrions  lawyer,  and  tried 
more  causes,  it  is  said,  than  any  other  man,  at  the  New  York  bar  or  else^shere.  Ho  was 
instrumental  in  establishiii'^  the  Superior  (aiurt  \n  the  city  <)f  New  York,  and  the  Law 
Institute.  He  was  president  of  the  latter  at  tlu'  time  of  Ins  death,  in  .March,  Ho 

published  several  works  of  great  interest  to  the  legal  profession. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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always  present  at  a ti*ial,  or  no  legal  decision  could  be  obtained.  It 
was  empowered  to  try  actions  for  debt  to  the  amount  of  is  loo  or  less, 
to  determine  seamen's  wages  to  any  amount,  and  in  actions  of  assault 
and  battery  or  false  imprisonment  among  seamen  and  passengers,  it 
was  distinct  from  all  other  courts  ot  justice  ; it  had  no  power  to  hold 
sessions  of  the  peace,  but  as  to  keeping  the  peace  its  officers  had  the 
same  power  as  other  magistrates.  The  ward  district  courts  tried  cpies- 
tions  of  debt  and  trespass  to  the  amount  of  8ud  ; also  all  })etty  cases, 
such  as  came  under  tiie  cognizance  of  justices  of  the  ])eace  in  towns. 
The  sessions  were  lieM  (^very  day  excepting  Sundays  and  holidays. 
The  district  courts  now  are  similar  to  those  of  1S3U. 

Tlie  duties  of  the  police  of  the  city  at  that  time  were  regulated  and 
discharged  by  three  justices  a])pointed  for  the  purpose  by  tlie  common 
council.  The  chancellor,  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  members 
of  the  common  council  might  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Police  Court, 
Avhich  were  held  every  day  excepting  Sunday,  and  assist  the  police 
justices.  At  least  one  pohce  justice  and  the  police  clerk  had  to  be  in 
attendance  at  sunrise  every  morning  to  take  cognizance  of  offences 
committed  during  the  night  against  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
city.  Besides  the  ordinary  duties  of  examining  persons  brought  up  for 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  other  offences,  and  binding  over  the  parties 
to  be  prosecuted  at  the  sessions  when  that  appeared  necessary,  the 
police  magistrates  passessed  ])owers,  in  certain  cases,  similar  to  those 
exercised  by  aldermen  of  the  city  in  certain  cases  out  of  the  sessions, 
such  as  ‘‘  illegitimate  children,  apprentices,  servants,  vagrants,  vaga- 
bonds,’’ etc.  For  these  sessions  they  received  the  same  fees  as  aider- 
men,  besides  a fixed  salary. 

The  night  guardians  of  the  peace  and  of  the  property  of  the  citizens 
of  Xew  York  before  1S3I  wcu’c  a tew  watchmen,  stationed  u])on  pre- 
scribed ^M)eats'’  and  subject  to  certain  rules.  They  were  a})point- 
ed  by  the  common  council.  A prescribed  number  of  men  — triist- 
woi'thy  men— wei‘(i  chosen  fi-oin  among  the  householdei’s  who  were 
citizens,  as  “A'a])tains  of  the  watch."  These,  under  the  YTifch  Com- 
mittee of  the  co!*poration,  fixtal  th('  rounds  of  the  watchmen,  who  were 
also  appointed  by  the  common  council,  ])rescribed  their  duties,  visited 
the  statioTis,  repoi't('d  (leliinjiK'ncies,  suspended  aii  offending  watchman 
tilbthe  pleasure  of  th(‘  common  coimcil  should  be  known,  and  made  a 
return  every  morning  to  tlu'  y)olice  justices  of  the  names-and  number  of 
Avaitchnuai  on  duty  the  ])i'(a*iMling  night,  and  the  delimpients,  if  any. 
For  th(.‘st'  sci'vices  each  (-ap'taiii  of  tla‘  wsa.tch  r(‘ceiv('d  st.ST.V  as  a com- 
]HMisatio)i  for  inch  night’s  s(a'vic<.‘. 
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The  v/atcliincn  were  divided  into  {‘ompanies,  and  to  each  coui[)anv 
\wr<‘  added  twelve  sul)stitutes,  to  aet  in  ease  of  ahsenee  of  the  ivu’ular 
watchmen.  The  watchmen  were  summarily  dismissed  if  found  sleep- 
in;^-  or  intoxicated  while  on  duty,  oi‘  al>S(‘iit  wilh<mi  sullicient  excuse, 
k was  their  duty  to  arrest  olfenders  and  detain  them  until  discharged. 
In  addition  to  these  routine  services,  the  watchmen  were  re(|uire(l,  in 
case  of  a riot  or  disorder,  or  on  any  (‘.\traord inary  occasion,  to  assist 
those  in  other  districts.  For  all  this  pia'scribed  vigilance,  for  ex])osure 
to  the  vicissitudes  x>f  weather  and  to  the  dangei*  of  encounters  with 
des^ierate  men,  the  watchmen  in  the  city  of  Xjqw  York  lifty  years  ago 
were  paid  the  munificent  sum  of  STT  camts  for  every  night's  service  I 

The  most  notable  man  among  the  otiicers  appointed  to  administer 
justice  and  preserve  order  in  tlie  city  of  New  York  lifty  or  sixty  years 
ago  Vv’as  Ikchard  kiker,  a sort  of  vi(‘ar-general  of  the  police,  night- 
watch,  and ' fire  departments,  when  exercising  the  functions  of  his 
otlice.  He  was  an  upright  and  sagacaous  judge  at  the  head  of  a court, 
and  an  estimable  citizen,  lie  serv'ed  as  recorder  of  the  city  twenty 
years,  at  three  different  times,  beginning  with  1S15  and  ending  with 
1838.  i^[r.  Edwards,  in  his  interesting  volume,  Fleasautries  about 

Courts  and  Lawyers  of  the  State  of  Yew  York,*'  gives  most  agreeable 
glini])ses  of  the  character  and  career  of  Recorder  Itiker. 

Xo  one,'’  says  ]\Ir.  Edwards,  can  take  up  Avoi'ks  containing  crim- 
inal trials  of  tlie  period  when  iMr.  Riker  was  pi’esiding  judge  without 
being  satisfied  tliat  he  was  a sound  criminal  lawy^'r.  llis  decisions 
Avere  generally  correct,  and  AAdiat  is  not  common  Avith  a ciiminal  magis- 
trate, he  rather  softened  tOAAUird  tlu^  erring  as  his  years  on  the  bench 
increased — perhaps  eA'on  a AA^eakness  Avas  exliilhted  in  th(‘  familiar  style 
he  used.  Rut  Avith  liim  it  aaois  honesty  of  heart,  lie  Avas  the  last  man 
to  Avound  by  Avord  or  manner." 

Recorder  Riker  AA'as  remarkably  ('ourteous  and  gAmthmianly  in  his 
deportment,  treating  all  ])ersons  of  high  or  Ioav  degree  Avith  ecpial 
suavity,  lie  Avas  so  childlike  in  his  conli<lence,  that  Avluai  sitting  at 
chaml)ei*s  to  grant  orders,  for  Avhich  judges  Avere  then  j)ai<l  a fee  by 
fixed  statute,  he  seldom  looked  OA'er  the  pa[)(n*s,  but  sigiual  his  name 
almost  as  a matter  of  course.  It  is  related  that  Anthony  Rey,  Avho 
loA’ed  the  recorder,  made  a small  Avager  that  he  Avould  induce  Tlr. 
Riker  to  grant  an  order  for  his  oavu  commitment  to  prison.  1 )ey  took 
a mittimus  to  him  to  that  etfect.  He  signed  it,  and  took  the  pre.'^cribed 
fee  for  his  signature.  The  paper  he  had  signed  authorized  the  sheriff 
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of  Xew  York  ('ity  and  Count to  ‘^commit  Ilicliard  Ptikor,  Esq., 
recorder  and  supreme  court  commissioner,  to  tlic  common  jail  !” 

At  the  beginnin;^  of  tlie  centurv,  when  Mr.  Piker  was  a young  man 
and  political  party  spirit  was  fierce  between  Pe[)iiblicans  and  Federal- 
ists, after  the  election  of  ^Ir.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency,  a duel  liad 
been  fought  between  I)e  Mitt  Clinton,  then  mayor  of  Yew  York,  and 
Colonel  John  Swartwout.  Piker,  tlien  about  thirty  years  of  age,  was 
a warm  political  partisan  and  an  ardent  personal  friend  and  admirer  of 
Clinton.  They  had  studied  law  together,  and  were  as  intimate  as 
brothers.  He  had  been  Mr.  Clinton’s  second  in  the  duel.  After  that 
event  Clinton  was  scandalously  maligned  in  the  opposition  newspapem. 
lie  was  satirized  and  cai'icatured.  Mr.  Piker  Avas  indignant,  and  pul)- 
lished  Ids  sentiments  in  defence  of  Ids  friend  so  freely  tliat  it  caused  a 
challenge  to  fight  to  be  sent  to  him  hy  Colonel  Swart  wont's  brother 
Eobert. 

Young  Piker,  brave  as  he  was  generous,  accepted  the  challenge. 
They  fouglit  at  AVecIiawken,  near  where  General  Hamilton  fell  a,  few 
months  later.  ]\fr.  i^ierre  C.  Man  M"yck  was  ^Ir.  Piker's  second.  At 
the  Avord  given  Pilvcr  fell,  severely  Avoimded  in  the  right  leg  a little 
above  the  aidde  joint. 

The  wounded  man  was  taken  on  a litter  to  his  house  in  MMll  Street, 
near  the  old  City  Hall,  A\diere  he  then  kept  bachelor's  hall  Avith  his 
brother.  Dr.  Pichard  Kissam,  his  Avarm  friend,  Avas  in  immediate 
attendance. 

M^ould  you  like  a consultation  of  surgeons  V'  asked  Kissam. 

MTuit  Avould  be  the  result  d’  inquired  Piker. 

The  result  would  be  that  tlie  leg  must  ]>e  taken  off,"  AAais  the  reply. 

AVliat  chance  do  I stand  for  my  life  by  keeping  my  limb  V'  in- 
quired the  sufferer. 

**  One  chance  in  ten,"  was  the  reply. 

I accept  the  chance  cheerfully,"  said  Piker  ; so  noAv,  my  friend, 
do  Avhat  you  can,  and  l)y  the  aid  of  the  Almighty  and  a fine  constitu- 
tion 1 may  yet  save  l)oth  liml)  and  life." 

This  duel  was  fought  on  X()veinl)er  14,  18(G.  ^Vhen  Swartwout  was 
afterAvard  asked  how  Piker  appeared  on  the  field  he  re])lied,  ‘‘  As  braA'c 
as  Julius  Ciosar." 

, Mr.  Piker's  ])olitical  (*nemies  tried  to  haA*e  the  AA'ounded  man  arrested 
for  the  misdemeanor  of  fightiiig  a duel,  but  his  friend  General  Hamilton 
persuaded  the  laAV  othcers  to  stop  the  proceedings.  At  that  time  iMr. 
Piker  Avas  deputy  attorney-general  of  the  State.  Tlie  Avound  made 
him  lame  all  his  life. 
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It  is  a pity,”  says  Edwards,  ITalleck,  so  full  of  lioart  liimself, 
'.'hould,  in  more  j)layfulness,  have  penned  and  allowed  the  following 
iiicoJTectness  to  go  in  type  in  his  poem,  ‘ The  llecorder,’  published  in 
]S2S  : 

‘ The  Recorder,  like  Bob  Acres,  stood 
Edgewise  upon  a field  of  blood. 

The  why  and  wherefore  Swartwont  knows  ; 

Pulled  trigger,  as  a brave  man  should, 

And  shot,  God  bless  them,  Ids  own  toes.’  ” 

In  the  same  poem  IlaUeck  wrote  : 

“ My  dear  Recorder,  you  and  I 

Have  floated  down  life’s  stream  together, 

And  kept  unharmed  our  friendsliij-)’s  tie, 

Through  every  change  in  Fortune’s  sky, 

Her  pleasant  and  her  rainy  weather.” 

As  an  instance  of  Mr.  Eiker's  engaging  manner,  it  is  related  that 
wlien  John  Van  AVyck  took  Swartwout’s  challenge  to  him  (who  was 
apprised  of  the  errand),  he  clieeiTully  invited  the  bearer  into  ids  office, 
saying  imconcernediy  that  he  iiad  an  interesting  law  case,  and  would 
like  to  have  Van  Myck's  views  upon  it.  So  pletisant  and  kindly  was 
the  impression  which  was  made  of  Eikcr  in  the  mind  of  vSwtirtwout's 
messenger  that  he  went  back  and  told  his  princi[)td  he  woukl  not  act 
as  his  second. 

Eecorder  Riker’s  methods  in  fpielling  riots — using  kindness  instead 
of  ball  and  l>ayonet — were  marvellously  successful.  Undoubtedly  his 
own  pei’sonal  character  had  much  to  do  in  his  achieving  suocess. 

On  one  occasion  tliere  was  a riot  in  the  Five  Points,  tlum  the  worst 
sink  of  inicpiity  in  the  city.  Men,  women,  and  eldldren  were  hurling 
missiles  of  every  kind  in  a fearful  manner.  Tlie  recorder  was  urged  to 
call  out  the  military  to  suppress  the  disturbance.  The  moh  was  eom- 
])osed  largely  of  Irish,  lie  called  on  the  aged  Father  O'lhhm,  a 
Poman  Catholic  priest,  and  invited  him  to  assist  in  (jiiieting  the  moh. 
The  good  priest  put  on  his  stole,  and  witli  a mis.sal  in  hand  walked 
arm-in-arm  with  tlie  recorder  to  the  scene  of  excitement.  The  priest 
went  reading  his  book.  In  an  instant  after  he  appeared  the  mob 
began  to  disperse,  and  very  soon  disa{>[)eared  down  eellai’  steps  and 
through  narrow  alleys.  Before  tlie  two  had  reached  the  Points,  not  a 
peu’son  was  to  be  seen. 

On  another  occasion,  returning  in  the  evening  from  his  Mlmost  daily 
visit  to  his  aged  mother,  ‘‘  up-town,”  near  Canal  Street,  the  recorder 
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saw  a crowd  of  white  men  in  Broadway,  near  Antliony  (now  T\^oi‘th) 
Street,  fiercely  attacking*  a^  house  occupied  by  colored  peo])le,  and  ]xdtin_Lr 
them  with  missiles  as  they  attem])ted  to  leave  the  house.  The  occasion 
for  the  attack  was  the  marriage  of  a wliite  girl  to  a negro.  dTie 
frightened  inmates  rushed  to  the  street  for  safety  just  as  the  recorder 
appeared.  Jle  went  into  the  midst  of  the  colored  peo[)le  and  told  them 
to  gather  around  him  and  lie  would  protect  them,  ^fissiles  ^vere  flying 
thick  and  fast.  Mr.  Biker  called  on  the  assailants  to  stop.  xV  voice 
cried  out  : 

That's  the  recorder  : don’t  throw  those  stones  !” 

The  assailants  obeyed,  and  then  shouted,  Hurrah  for  the  recorder  ! 
let  him  ])ass.” 

]\[r.  Biker  led  the  colored  peojile  in  safety  to  the  City  Hall,  where 
they  were  kept  in  security  until  morning.  ^ 

At  this  period  the  Tammany  Society  or  Columbian  Order,  at  first 
organized  as  a patriotic,  iienevolent,  and  social  institution  at  the  begin- 
ning of  Washington’s  first  term  as  Bresident,  was  a controlling  power 
in  the  Democratic  fiarty  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  and  has  been  ever 
since. 

It  was  founded  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  ^Yillianl  Mooney,  an 
upholsterer  in  Xew  Yoi'k  City.  Its  first  meeting  was  held  on  iMay  18, 
1TS9,  about  a fortniglit  after  TYashington's  inauguration  in  the  Xew 
York  City  Hall.  The  society  took  its  name  from  St.  Tammany  or 
Tanimanend,  a noted  Delaware  chief,  supposed  to  have  been  one  of 
those  wlio  made  the  famous  treaty  with  TVilliam  Benn.  It  was  a tra- 

* Richard  Riker  was  1)om  at  the  faTnily  homestead  on  the  shore  o£  Rowery  Ray,  L,  T., 
just  opposite  Riker’s  Island,  on  Septeml>er  9,  1773.  The  tract  of  land  on  which  his  birth- 
place stood  was  given  by  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  in  1030,  to  Geysbert  Eiker,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  this  country.  The  house  in  which  ho  was  born  was  binned  by 
the  Rritish  during  the  old  war  for  independence  ; for  his  father,  Samuel  Eiker,  was  a 
leading  patriot  in  that  region,  and  his  mother,  Anna  Lawrence,  was  the  daughter  of  an- 
other zealous  patriot,  Thomas  Lawrence.  It  was  rebuilt  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 

IMr.  Eiker's  father  was  an  active  member  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
town  of  Newtown,  a lieutenant  of  a troo})  of  light-horsemen,  and  the  first  supervisor  of 
the  town  elected  by  the  pcojile  at  the  (‘lose  of  the  war,  1783,  It  is  reh'.ted  that  when 
Richard  was  three  years  of  age  a Rritish  officer  and  some  of  liis  men  vere  ipiartered 
upon  the  family  of  Idr.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Riker’s  father.  She  was  then  an  inmate  of  the 
house.  One  day  the  little  boy  vas  ])laying  (ui  the  grass,  near  whore  the  officers  were 
sitting,  watched  by  his  mother.  The  boy,  perceiving  a small  ornamented  dirk  in  the 
officer's  belt,  suddenly  seized  it,  drew  it  from  its  sheath,  and  thrusting  it  toward  the. 
officer,  said  : 

“ J>is  is  the  way  my  \iapa  ’ticks  the  Reg’Iars.” 

The  officer,  amused  by  the  spirit  of  the  boy,  playfully  caught  him  in  his  arms  and  said  : 
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(iition  that  lie  ‘‘loved  liberty  more  than  life,"  and  be  was  therefore 
»-hos(‘n  to  l)e  the  tutelar  saint  of  the  new  patriotic  oi’ganization.  Tam- 
maiiv  \\ais  canonized  l)y  his  admirers  during  tiie  old  war  for  indepen- 
driict',  and  he  Avas  estaljlished  as  the  tutelar  saint  of  the  new  Republic. 

In  imitation  of  a similar  society  which  had  been  fornuMl  in  Rhiladel- 
phia,  the  oihcei-s  consisted  of  a grand  sachem  and  tliiiteen  inferior 
sichems,  representing  the  President  of  the  Pnited  States  and  the 
goveimoi’s  of  the  tliirteen  States.  Besides  these  thei'e  was  a grand 
council,  of  Avhich  the  sachems  were  members.  It  very  soon  became 
exceedingly  popular,  and  its  membership  included  most  of  the  best  men 
of  Xew  York  City.  Xo  party  politics  Avere  alloAved  to  be  discussed  at 
its  meetings. 

But  circumstances  soon  clianged  the  cliaracter  of  the  association. 
On  account  of  the  Auolent  resistance  to  kiAV  of  the  secret  Democratic 
societies  at  the  time  of  the  AVhiskey  Insiu’reKion  in  1704,  President 
AVashington  denounced  “self-constituted  societies."  hfearly  all  the 
jiiembers  of  the  Tammany  Society,  believing  they  were  included  in  this 
condemnation,  Avithdrevv  from  it.  ]\[ooney  and  othei's  adhered  to  the 
organization,  and  from  that  time  it  became  a j)olitical  society,  taking 
sides  Avith  Jefferson  and  the  Democratic  paity,  of  Avhich  he  AA'as  the 
father.  Tliey  first  met  as  such  at  Jrartling's  Long  Room,  on  the 
south-east  corner  of  XTissau  and  S[)ruce  streets. 

In  the  year  ISOO  the  Tammany  Society  determined  to  build  a “ vng- 
Avam,*’ and  Tammany  Hall,  after  considerable  (hOay,  Avas  erected,  on  the 
site  of  Martling's.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  in  ]ffay,  ISll,  and  the 

If  I meet  ymn*  father  in  tattle,  I will  spare  him  for  yonr  sake,  my  bravo  little  fellow  !” 

Richard  received  a good  English  education,  and  studied  hxw  with  Samuel  Jiuies. 
fellow-student  was  De  AVitt  Clinton.  They  there  formed  a.  mutual  friendship,  which  was 
warm  an«l  unbroken  until  death. 

In  early  manliood  Riker  was  deputy  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  and 
afterward  a Supreme  Court  commissioner.  General  Ihimilton  was  his  peisonal  and 
political  friend.  At  past  thirty  years  of  age  he  married  a daughter  of  Da.niel  Rlui  nix,  a 
leading  man  in  Xew  York  City.  He  was  one  of  a partv  w ho  received  General  AVashing- 
tnn  at  Fraunce’s  tavern,  and  read  an  address  of  the  citizens  to  him  afttu*  tlie  evacuation 
of  the  city  by  the  Rritish,  in  Xovember,  17S3.  Air.  Rho  inx  was  f<u-  many  years  treasurer 
of  the  city.  Air.  Riker  was  married  (probably)  at  Afr.  Rim  nix’s  countrv  residence  at 
Greenwich  A’illage,  on  Alanhattan  Island. 

Air.  Riker  was  first  chosen  recorder  of  the  city  in  1813,  and  s»  rvod  four  years.  He  ^vas 
again  cho.srn  in  1821,  and.  served  two  years,  and  being  aiipointed  reconhu-  again  in  1824, 
he  served  fourteen  years  successively.  He  died  at  Arch  1‘rook,”  Ids  country  residence, 
at  the  foot  of  Seventy-fourtll ami  Seventy-fifth  streets  (East  River\  in  Xew  A'ork  City,  on 
n,  tober  Kk  ]sl2.  He  lias  two  daughters  living  in  the  city  of  Xew  York— Airs,  Samuel 
Sjn'ing  and  Airs.  Harris  AVilsou. 
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hall  was  finished  the  next  year.  Tlie  venerable  Jacob  T>arkei\  who 
died  in  Philadelphia  in  ISTl  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  was  tin* 
last  survivor  of  the  building  coniinittee  of  thirteen.  This  hall  was 
abandoned  a few  years  ago  (now  occupied  by  the  newspaper  estab- 
lishment), imd  a new  building  ^\'as  erected  in  Fourteenth  Street,  not  far 
from  Irving  Place. 

One  of  the  most  active  members  of  tlie  Tammany  Society  for  many 
years  was  the  lion.  Clarkson  Crolius,  who  was  the  grand  sacliem  or 
sagamore  of  the  institution.  Year  after  year  the  political  and  social 
power  of  the  Tammany  Society  increased,  and  now  it  is  considered  tlie 
most  tliorouglily  organized  body  of  the  kind  in  the  I\c])ublic.  It  ordi- 
narily polls  about  half  of  the  entire  vote  of  the  city.  It  has  com- 
mittees in  every  district  in  the  city,  and  a central  or  general  com- 
mittee of  over  eleven  hundred  members.  This  committee  is,  in 
theory,  the  head  of  the  party,  but  usually  the  most  active  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  party — a ‘‘boss’* — controls  that  committee 
by  seeing  that  only  such  men  as  suit  his  vie^vs  are  chosen  by  it.  The 
executive  body  of  this  central  committee  is  the  Committee  on  Disci- 
])line,  of  which,  generally,  the  chief  of  the  party  is  chairman.  Before 
the  Committee  on  Discipline  any  member,  either  of  a district  committee 
or  of  the  central  committee,  may  be  summoned  and  tried  for  party  dis- 
loyalty, and,  if  found  guilty,  expelled. 

It  was  at  the  beginning  of  this  decade  that  political  party  spirit, 
which  had  been  kept  jiartially  subordinate  to  the  public  good  for  sev- 
eral years,  appeared  in  a most  aggressive  and  alarming  aspect.  It  had 
been  aroused,  fostered,  and  stimulated  by  the  events  of  the  presidential 
election  which  })laced  General  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  chair  of  Chief 
]\Jagistrate  of  the  Republic,  in  the  spring  of  isril). 

A disturbing  and  dangerous  element  had  now  begun  to  appear  ])roni- 
inently  in  our  political  system.  The  ])ractical  effects  of  universal 
sulfrage,  very  little  restricted,  had  opeiied  a wide  door  for  the  political 

* The  device  of  the  certificate  of  membership  .adopted  by  the  society  was  a pointed 
urch  composed  of  two  cormicopias  resting  on  two  cclnmns,  on  each  side  of  which  were 
two  figures,  one  of  Liberty,  the  other  of  Justice.  On  a pedestal  bearing  the  former  were 
the  figures  177G  ; on  tliat  bearing  the  latter  were  the  figures  178'.).  Below  tiie  foundation 
upon  which  the  two  columns  rest  is  an  arch  resting  u[ion  rocks.  The  arch  is  comj)osed 
of  thirteen  stones,  bearing  the  respective  names  of  the  thirteen  original  States.  The 
key-stone  is  Pennsylvania,. and  it  is  su]>posed  by  some  that  this  feature  in  the  Tammany 
certificate  of  membership  was  the  origin  of  the  calling  of  Pennsylvania  the  Keystone 
Stat(,‘.  BOow  this  arch  is  a view  of  land  and  water  and  symbols  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. The  certiticate  was  designed  by  L>r.  Charles  Buxton,  and  engraved  on  copper  by 
George  Graham. 
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inllnences  of  a new  class  of  citizens.  These  were  aliens  from  Euro[)C, 
most  of  them  illiterate,  and  all  of  them  strangers  to  oiir  laws  and 
<»iir  free  institutions.  Tliese  immigrants  were  mostly  from  Ireland. 
They  were  met  by  naturalization  laws  which  discriminated  in  their 
favor,  as  to  natived)orii  citizens. 

The  American  citizen  arriving  at  the  ‘‘  age  of  accountability'’  has  to 
^vait  .srven  years  before  lie  may  exercise  the  great  right  and  privilege 
of  the  elective  franchise  ; the  foreigner,  however  ignorant  or  debased, 
might  attain  that  grand  acquisition  of  American  citizenship  in  Jive 
years. 

This  discrimination  liad  been  made  by  a party  in  power  for  the  pur- 
])Ose  of  securing  the  votes  of  these  foi’eigners,  of  whom  fully  ninety 
per  cent  could  neither  read  nor  ^vi*ite,  and  who,  as  a rule,  could  be 
])Ought  and  sold  like  ‘‘dumb,  driven  cattle."  Xew  York  Cdty,  into 
which  a greater  portion  of  the  tide  of  foreign  immigration  was  pouring 
at  that  time,  was  the  first  to  ex})erience  tlie  ])ernicious  elfects  of  tlie 
new  order  of  things.  These  effects  were  ra[)idly  developed,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  sensible  and  observing  men  ]KU’ceived,  with  anxiety  if 
not  alarm,  that  the  elections  were  becoming  more  and  more  mere  shad- 
owy imitations  of  tlie  grand  institution  they  ]n’etended  to  represent. 
Instead  of  being  the  theatre  for  the  exercise  of  one  of  the  holiest  rights 
and  privileges  of  an  American  citizen,  it  had  become  a place  of  trafiic 
between  demagogues  and  ignorant  votem,  in  which  the  commodities 
exchanged  were  the  jirodiicts  of  knaves  and  dupes.  The  vicious  system 
then  developed  logically  led  to  the  fearful  eleediou  riots  of  1834,  which 
will  be  considered  presently. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  a more  })leasant  theme. 
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CHAPTER  XIII 


WRITER  in  1850,  alluding  to  the  period  of  the  first  decade,  said 


it  was  the  Augustan  age  of  American  literature.”  It  was,  in- 
deed, comparatively  so,  for  tliere  was  then  a brilliant  constellation  of 
intellectual  lii>fits  of  various  mai’-nitiide  in  the  firmament  of  letters.  A 

O O 

large  number  of  these  were  then  in  Xew  York  City.  Such  a cluster 
had  never  lieen  seen  before.  There  were  veteran  writers  whose  laurels 
were  secure  ; there  were  young  as})i rants  for  fame  which  they  after- 
ward obtained  in  full  measure. 

There  was  also  at  that  time  a remarkable  cluster  of  artists  in  the  city 
of  Xew  York  : some  veterans  wearing  their  laurels  ])roudly,  others  of 
rare  promise,  who  then  and  afterward  fully  vindicated  the  claims  of 
American  artists  to  the  meed  of  superior  excellence. 

The  literary  men  and  artists  were  working  together  in  the  spirit  of 
fraternal  love.  The  recent  creatmn  of  the  Xational  Academy  of  tlio 
Arts  of  Design  ; the  Slcetch  Club,  with  its  twofold  character,  and 
other  pleasant  associations  had  brought  the  men  of  letters  and  of  art 
into  closer  social  communion  than  they  over  had  been  before.  Thei’e  was 
then  another  bond  of  union  still  more  potent  than  these.  It  was  the 
Xew  York  JZ/V/’O/’,  whose  editor-in-(‘hief  and  [>roprietor  was  Geoi’ge  P. 
IMorris,  the  eminent  lyric  })oet.  In  its  pages  appeared  the  contribu- 
tions of  all  the  leading  literary  men  of  the  day,  and  in  its  few  illustra- 
tions were  displayedi  the  genius  of  the  best  ]minters,  draughtsmen,  and 
engravers  of  the  time  in  the  city  of  Xew  York.  The  Mtrror  was  the 
most  generous  ])atron  of  litei’ature  and  the  fine  arts  of  that  time,  and 
iiad  a deservedly  high  r(‘|)utation  and  wide  circulation. 

In  the  opening  nundier  of  the  nintli  volume  of  the  Mirror  (1831-3^) 
appealed  a remaikalile  ]r)etical  contrilnition,  in  which  the  literati  and 
the  artists  (painters,  engravers,  and  musicians)  who  contributed  t('>  its 
pages  were  introduced  by  name.  The  ])oem  was  from  the  pen  of  an 
anonymous  corres])ondent.  General  T.  S.  Cummings,  ^vllo  was  one  of 
the  . leading  artists  of  the  day,  and  now  nS83)  one  of  the  three  sur- 
vivors of  the  found(M‘s  of  the  X’^atioiad  Academv  of  tlx'  Arts  of  Desimn 
is  (juite  certain  the  author  was  A.  d.  Mason,  an  Englishman,  who  was 
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(,iK‘  of  tlie  most  expert  engravers  on  wood  of  tliat  time.  ]\fr.  ^fason 
liad  come  to  ^’ew  York  in  IS'Jlk  and  in  1S32  Avas  chosen  professor  of 
\V(mk1  engraving  in  the  Xational  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design.^ 

The  ])oem  alluded  to  was  entitled  The  Xinth  xVnniversary  : A Dra- 
matic Medley  in  one  Act.”  The  dranuith  perHoaai  Avere,  of  Immor- 
tals, the  nine  Muses,  and  of  ^fortals,  the  editoi*s,  collector,  and 
“ ]nlnter's  deAul  ” of  the  Mirror,  and  the  librarian  of  Clinton  Hall. 

Three  of  the  goddesses — Folyhynmia,  the  muse  that  presides  over 
singing  and  rhetoric  ; Erato,  the  presiding  genius  of  lyric  aiul  tender 
|K:)etry,  and  Terpsichore,  the  muse  presiding  over  dancing — are  lirst 
represented  in  a scene  on  the  Battery,  Avith  music  in  Castle  Gai’den. 
It  is  moonlight,  and  thev  begin  cli anting  thus  : 

O ^ t/  O O 

“ Polyhymnia.  When  shall  we  three  meet  again 
In  honor  of  the  jhirror's  reign  ? 

Eralo.  AVhen  the  present  volume's  done, 

When  the  Xinth  is  Number  One. 

Terpsichore.  That  won't  be  till  June  has  run. 

Pol.  Where’s  the  place  'I 
Era.  Within  the  Pai'k.f 
Terp.  There  to  meet  with — 

Era.  M — s.^ 

Terp.  Hark  I 


* Abraham  J.  Mason  was  born  in  London,  April  4,  1794,  and  became  an  orphan  at  the 
age  of  nine  years.  In  1808  he  was  bound  as  an  apprentice  to  the  wood  engraver,  Robert 
Branston,  for  seven  years.  He  remained  with  Branston  as  assistant  five  years  more.  He 
engraved  on  metals  also,  but  in  1821  he  engaged  in  engraving  on  wood,  lu-ofessionally,  on 
his  own  account.  In  1820  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  Royal  Iiicoi’])orated  Artists, 
and  the  next  year  was  on  the  committee  of  nmnagement  of  the  Tamdon  ^Mechanics’  Insti- 
tution. He  delivered  a discourse  on  the  history  of  wood  engraving  before  members  of 
that  body,  ami  was  invited  to  re])eat  it  before  the  Royal  Institution  of  (treat  Britain.  It 
was  given  in  the  spring  of  1829,  before  the  literary  men  of  the  country.  In  the  srimnier 
he  gave  a full  course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  before  the  iMechanie.s’  Timlitution.  In 
the  autumn  of  that  year  Mr.  Mason  came  to  the  United  States  witli  his  family,  bringing 
with  him  letters  of  introduction  from  eminent  men  (among  them  Lord  Brougham)  to  Dr. 
Hosack  and  other  scientific  men  in  the  city  of  ATus-  York.  Tie  was  made  an  associate  of 
the  National  .Veademy  of  tlie  .Vrts  of  Design  in  1830,  and  delivered  his  course  of  lectures 
before  that  bod\'.  In  1832  he  was  chosen  professor  of  wood  engraving  to  the  .Veademy. 
He  also  lectured  in  Boston.  He  was  an  anonymous  contrilmtor  to  the  Mirror,  and  some 
of  his  engravings  appear  m that  periodical. 

8o  limited  was  the-  demand  for  wood  engravings  in  this  country  that  IMr.  Afason 
returned  to  England  late  in  1838.  He  was  a }>oet  as  wi-ll  as  an  artist.  I have  a copy  of 
a little  volume  entitled  “ Poetical  Essays,  by  A.  J.  Alason,”  illustrated  with  exipiisite 
wood  engravings  by  himself,  and  printe<l  in  London  in  1822.  The  engravings  are  from 
designs  l>y  John  'bhurston. 

f The  Park  Theatre. 
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PoL  I como,  Euterpe. 

Em,  Clio  calls 

From  the  Castle  Garden  walls. 

AIL  Fair  or  foul,  we  pay  no  fare, 

Hover  o’er  the  bridge,  and  through  the  air.” 

Euterpe,  the  presiding  genius  of  music  ; Thalia,  tlie  muse  who  pre- 
sides over  comic  ])oetry,  and  Clio,  the  genius  of  history,  meet  in  the 
^ Park  Theatre,  while  music  is  resounding  from  Peale’s  Museum.  They 
enter  into  conversation  thus  : 

Euterpe.  Where  hast  thou  been,  sister,  say? 

Thalia.  Strolling  up  and  down  Broadway, 

Stripping  vice  of  its  disguise, 

Shooting  folly  as  it  flies. 

Paulding  * now  demands  my  aid  ; 

That's  a call  1 can’t  evade. 

Halleck  f asks  no  favors,  bless  him  ! 

All  the  sisters  so  caress  him. 

Cox.i  you  know,  in  Albion’s  isle 
Waits  for  my  inspiring  smile  ; 

Thither  in  a shell  P 11  sail. 

Bannered  with  a peacock’s  tail  ; 

He  will  folly's  emblem  view, 

And  then  he  11  do,  he’ll  do,  he’ll  do  ! 

Eld.  Ill  give  thee  a favoring  wind. 

Thai.  Thank  thee,  sister,  thou  art  kind. 

Clio.  I’ll  supply  thee  with  another. 

T hal.  I myself  have  all  the  other. 

Where  hast  thou  been  with  thy  flute  ? 

Eld.  Austin’s  voice  has  kept  it  mute  ; 

For  I ctinnot  work  such  tones 
As  Cinderella  breathes  with  Jones. 

Bricht'.i,  Gillingham,  and  Knight 
Fill  their  hearers  with  delight  ; 

Feron,  George,  and  tuneful  I’oole, 

Pupils  of  a Sterling  school,  § 

All  have  won  such  high  repute. 

I’ve  a mind  to  break  my  flute  ! 


* James  K.  Paulding.  f Fitz-Greene  Halleck. 

\ William  Cox,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  who  was  employed  upon  the  Mirror,  and 
made  a literary  reputation  l*y  his  contrilmtions  to  that  periodical  and  the  publication  of  a 
volume  in  18.‘]3  entitled  ‘‘Crayon  Sketches  by  an  Amateur.  ” It  had  a preface  written 
by  Theodore  S.  Fay.  Of  this  work  the  late  Gulian  C.  Ver[>lanck  Nvrote  ; ” It  is  full  of 
originality,  pleasantry,  and  wit.  a.ltcrnately  reminding  the  reader  of  the  poetic  eloquence 
of  Ha/.litt  and  the  (luaint  humor  and  eccentricities  of  Charles  Lamb.”  Cox  was  a printer 
by  trade,  lie  returned  to  England,  and  dit-d  there  in  Is'il. 

^ These  were  jmblic  singers  at  the  theatres. 
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All  that  I can  now  pretend 
Is  these  sweetest  airs  to  blend. 

Copied  weekly  from  the  stage 
For  the  Mirror's  music  page. 

Thai.  Where  hast  thou  been,  Sister  Clio  ? 

Clio.  In  the  classic  isle  of  Scio, 

Gathering  tacts  to  form  a story 
Of  Moslem  hate  and  Grecian  glory  ; 

Present  times  and  former  ages, 

Fit  to  grace  the  Mirror's  pages. 

Buried  archives,  deep  and  loamy. 

Look  what  I have ! 

Thai.  Show  me  I Show  me  ! 

Clio.  Here  I have  Minerva’s  thumb 
Dug  from  Herculaneum. 

Eut.  Be  dumb  ! be  mum  ! Our  sisters,  come  !" 

Then  enter  all  the  ]\Iuse.s,  and  sing  in  concert.  The  editors  of  the 
Mirror  appear,  reading  contributions  by  moonlight,  and  making  com- 
ments on  them.  They  are  astonished  at  the  sight  of  the  Muses,  each 
with  her  finger  on  her  lip. 

“ They  look  not  like  the  belles  of  gay  Broadway/’ 

say  the  editors,  and  add  : 

As  females  you  appear, 

And  yet  your  silence  baffles  this  idea.” 

The  Muses  greet  them  cordially  with  : 

“ All  hail,  M— s,  F— y * and  M— s,  hail  !” 

They  praise  the  editors,  and  ])romise  great  things  for  the  Mirror. 
After  that  the  IMuscs  all  appear  on  the  Battery  in  the  moonlight,  sing- 
ing and  dancing  in  a frolicsome  manner.  They  chant  in  chorus  : 

“!Many  more  volumes  must  this  one  ensue  : 

New  pictures  will  abound. 

And  elegance  surround. 

As  if  in  plates  were  found 
Propagation  too.” 

Mdiile  the  nine  sisters  are  dancing  and  uttering  words  of  joy  because 
of  the  success  of  the  Mirror,  Apollo,  the  patron  of  all  the  fine  arts, 
suddenly  appears,  frowning  in  anger.  Thalia  speaks  : 


* George  P.  Morris  and  Theodore  S.  Fay,  the  joint  editors  of  the  Mirnyr. 
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“ Tiinl.  How  now,  Apollo  ! whot’s  the  matter  now? 

There  seems  to  he  a cloud  upon  thy  hrow. 

Apollo.  Have  I not  reason  V meddlers  as  ye  are. 

Saucy  and  overbold  ? How  did  you  dare 
To  trade  and  traffic  after  dark, 

■With  F— y and  M-s  in  the  Park? 

And  I,  the  leader  of  your  choir, 

‘ The  bright-haired  master  of  the  Ij’re,’ 

"Was  never  called  to  bear  my  i^art 
Or  show  the  glorj'  of  our  art.'’ 

Apollo  orders  the  Muses  to  dis])erse,  and  meet  again  at  the  Park 
Theatre  at  dawn.  With  Terpsichore  he  ascends  in  a balloon  to  spend 
the  night  in  the  air  over  poets’  garrets.'’  At  sunrise  the  Aine  are 
seen  in  Clinton  Hall,  and  in  the  midst  of  them  is  a “ magic  urn,"  into 
which  they  ca.st  their  contributions  for  the  Mirror — treasures  of  litera- 
ture and  art,  all  inspired  by  their  potent  spells.  Apollo  enters  and 
says  : 

“ O,  well  clone  ! I commend  your  pains. 

For  nothing’s  lost  the  Mirror  gains  ; 

And  now  about  the  urn  we'll  sing, 

Like  elves  and  fairies  in  a ring, 

Enchanting  all  that  we  put  in. 

Song. 

Grave  essays  and  light. 

Sad  stories  and  gay, 

Mingle,  mingle,  mingle, 

You  that  mingle  may.” 

Then  Melpomene,  the  muse  of  tragedy  ; Calliope,  the  muse  of  epic 
|)oetry  ; Urania,  the  muse  of  astronomy,  and  all  the  others  join  in  con- 
cocting the  mixture  : 

“ Pok  Sedley,  Sedley,  and  Lis  mcdle}’. 

Ttrp.  Wit  of  Paulding,  sharp  and  scalding. 

Vral.  Verse  of  Palmer,'^  that’s  a charmer. 

Mdpomeoe.  Tale  from  Leggett, f readers  beg  it. 

Cfionrs.  Aronrd,  around,  around,  about,  about. 

Put  in  the  good  and  kee})  the  other.'i  out. 

Thai.  Paulding’s  Dutch  and  Yankee  chat. 

Apollo.  Put  in  that  -put  in  that. 

Urania.  Here’s  Bulwer’s  brain. 

Apollo.  Put  in  a grain. 

P/m/.  Here  is  Cox’s  latest  letter. 

That  will  please  the  reader  better,”  etc. 

-•  William  Pitt  Palmer,  one  of  the  'poetical  contributors  to  the  Mirror.  He  produced  a 
few  (diarming  vt^rscs. 

f William  Leggett,  then  associated  with  Brr-ant  in  editing  the  Evening  Post. 
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'rii(*  librarian  of  Clinton  Hall  enters  with  a ])achet  containing  a 
••  /iz/f/v /-ful  of  sentiment,''  when  Apollo  says  : 


“ Pour  it  in,  ’tis  Woodworth’s*  measure,” 


ami  Erato  speaks  : 


“ Thus  in  poesy  divine 

Many  a gem  tor  us  doth  shine. 

Sprague  f our  fingers  shall  inspire 
With  his  grandeur  and  his  fire  ; 

Halleck’s  classic  satires  charm, 

Wetmore’s  maitiai  numbers  warm  ; 
Pierrepont’s  § airs  and  Schroeder’s  |)  lays 
Cheer  us  on  our  rugged  ways  ; 

Here  with  Brooks’s  *'  taste  is  blent 
Biyant’s**  heartfelt  sentiment  ; 

Sands’s  ff  humor,  Whittier’s  strength, 
Bryan’s  charity  and  length  ; 

Pickering, nature’s  simple  bard  ; 

Smooth  and  polished  Everard, 

Will  is.  Ill  delicate  and  chaste, 

Percival,^*"  of  classic  taste  ; 

Cooper,***  Irving, fll  Hillhouse, Clark, 
Nack  Ijjjjj  and  all  will  “ toe  the  mark.” 

Here  is  Huntley’s  s'^veetiiess  stealing, 

Here  is  Embury’s  ****  depth  and  feeling  ; 
Thyrza,  Isabel,  and  Cora, 

Hinda,  Jane,  Estelle,  and  Nora, 

Ida,  Selim,  Alpha,  Reuben, 

Damon,  Rusticus,  and  Lubin  ; 

Woodbridge,  lolante,  Delia, 

Mary,  E?nma,  and  Aurelia  ; 

Bogert  gentle,  Mu/zy  tender, 

and  ***s  of  every  gender. 

Signs  and  Greek  initials  plenty, 

A.  B.  C.  the  four-and-twenty.” 


* Samuel  Woodworth,  a printer,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  ^^rror.  The  ‘ ‘ bucket- 
ful of  sentiment”  is  in  allusion  to  Woodworth’s  popular  song,  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket.” 


f Charles  Sprague. 


General  Pros])er  M.  Wetraore. 


John  Picrrepont. 


Rev.  J,  F.  Schroeder,  then  assistant  minister  of  Trinity  Church. 


^ James  G.  and  Mary  E.  Brooks. 

**  William  CulleL  Bryant, 
ff  Robert  C.  Sands. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier. 

John  Pickering,  son  of  Timothy  Pickering, 
li'i  N.  P.  Willis. 

' * James  G.  Percival. 


*** 

m 

l!!iil 


James  Fenimore  Cooper. 
Washington  Irving. 

James  A.  Hillhouso. 

Willis  Gaylord  Clark. 

James  Naok,  a deaf  mute. 

Mrs.  Lydia.  Huntley  Sigourney. 
Mrs.  Emma  (\  Eiiiburv. 


ffff  The  assumed  fictitious  names  of  some  of  the  writers  for  the  Mirror. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Apollo  speaks  : 

“ Nor  doth  talent  less  abonnd, 

Nor  is  lesser  riches  found 
In  those  columns  which  compose 
Story  or  romance  of  prose  ; 

Mirthful  sketch,  or  strictures  grave, 

Tales  of  wonder  on  the  wave, 

Told  in  ‘ Leisure  Hours  at  Sea,’  * 

When  the  wind  is  fair  and  free. 

Erato.  ‘ Little  Genius,’  f bright  and  gay. 
From  the  racy  pen  of  F— y. 

Critical  remarks  by  E., 

On  dramatic  melody  ; 

Inman’s  :j;  candid  speculations 
On  dramatic  publications  ; 

W.’s  ‘ each  month  in  York,’ 

All  combine  to  aid  the  work.” 

A}x>llo  says  : 

“ Enough  of  letters  ; now  commence 
A detail  of  embellishments.” 

Clio  begins  : 

“ Here  then,  as  before,  I place 
Weir’s  ^ grandeur,  Ingham’s  | grace  ; 
Newton’s*^  truth  and  Bennett’s  ** ***  nature, 
Henry  Inman's  ff  skill  in  feature  ; 

Hoyle’s  ^ pellucid  lake  and  sky, 

Fisher’s  coursers  as  they  fly  ; 
Architectural  grace  that  shines, 

Bright  in  Davis’s  |]jl  designs  ; 

Cummings’s  * delicious  bloom. 

Speaking  eye  and  snowy  plume  ; 
riarvis,*""  Leslie, fff-  Morse,  and  Cole,^:{:j 
Full  of  feeling,  tire,  and  soul  ; 


* This  is  the  title  of  a collection  of  poems  of  William  Leggett. 

f Under  the  name  of  ‘‘  The  Idttle  Genius,”  Theodore  S.  Fay  wrote  a scries  of  short 
es.says  for  the  Mirror. 

I John  Inman.  **  W.  J.  Bennett,  a landscape  painter. 

^ Robert  W.  Weir.  +-}•  Henry  Inman,  a portrait  painter. 

\ Charles  C.  Ingham.  Raphael  Hoyle. 

•[  G.  S.  Newton.  Alvan  Fisher,  an  animal  painter. 

51  A.  J.  Davis,  ;m  architect,  who  drew  several  sketches  of  buildings  for  the  ^flrror. 
Thoimis  (’nmmings,  “miniature”  or  small  portrait  painter. 

***  Jolm  ^\’eslf-y  Jarvis.  fff  C,  Iv.  Leslie. 

Thomas  Cole,  the  eminent  landscape  painter. 
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Mmmtain  scfneiy,  bold  and  grand. 
From  the  pencil  of  Durand  ; 
TnimbuH’s  f patriotic  groui)s 
And  Revolutionary  troops  ; 

Agate, Reinagle,  ^ and  ^lorse,  j] 
"UTio  teach  the  canvas  to  discourse 
AVith  a host  of  names  as  high, 
Which  oblivion  shall  defy  ; 
Forming  each  a radiant  gem, 
Modern  painting’s  diadem.” 


( 'allio])e  speaks  : 

“ From  the  graver’s  hand  I bring 
No  less  rich  an  offering  ; 

Sculptured  on  their  plates,  there  shine 
Form  for  form,  and  line  for  line  ; 

Light  for  light,  and  sh.ade  for  shade 
In  these  picture-gems  displayed. 

All  may  thus  their  beauties  own, 

, Kept  before  b}"  one  alone  ; 

Living  on  such  lasting  plate, 

Though  the  models  yield  to  fate. 

Here  are  Smillie's  force  and  brightness, 

Hoagland’s* **^  depth  and  Hatch's  ff  lightness 
Sparkling  touches  by  Durand, 

Scenes  from  Smith’s  ingenious  hand  ; 

Balch  and  Eddy,  Rawdon,  Wright, Ijj 
Whose  performances  delight  : 

!Mason,*^®'  Adams, Anderson, fff 
With  a host  come  crowding  on, 

Far  too  numerous  to  name, 

All  whose  works  are  known  to  fame.” 

Here  Apollo  breaks  in  : 

“ Hold  ! enough  of  graphic  art  ; 

City  view  and  rural  (diart  ; 

Leave  them  all  to  graceful  Weir, 

He  will  see  that  they  appear  ; 

* Asher  B.  Durand  (still  living),  the  eminent  engraver  on  steel,  and  also  a painter, 
f Colonel  John  Trumbull,  then  president  of  the  American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 

I F.  S.  Agate.  § Hugh  Reinagle,  architect  and  painter, 

I Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse. 

James  Smillie.  yet  (1883)  engaged  in  engraving  on  steel. 

**  William  Hoagiand.  an  engraver  on  wood.  ff  George  W.  Hatcln 

:|;t  John  E.  Smith,  an  Englishman,  and  teacher  of  drawing.  William  Balcli. 

j][]  klembers  of  the  tinn  of  Rawdon.  Wrigh.t  A Hatch,  bank-note  engravers. 

A.  J.  Masim.  Joseph  .\dams. 

Iff  Dr.  Alexander  .\nd^erson.  the  earliest  engraver  on  wood  in  America. 
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HISTOKY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Though  ^ve  highly  prize  such  treasures. 

They  must  3’ield  to  Music’s  measures. 

For  our  spells  are  not  complete 
Till  we  add  our  art  so  sweet.” 

Then  Euterpe  speaks  : 

“ Let  the  graceful  task  be  mine  ; 

Haydn’s  splendor  here  shall  shine, 

Handel’s  solemn  grandeur  roll, 

, Weber’s  horrors  fright  the  soul, 

Sweet  Rossini’s  strains,  that  move 
E’en  the  sternest  hearts  to  love  ; 

With  the  grave  Mozart’s  combined. 

Here  shall  charm  the  ear  and  mind  ; 

Mliile  a thousand  more  in  turn 
Shall  contribute  to  the  Urn.” 

This  little  drama  made  quite  a stir  in  the  realm  of  letters  and  art  at 
that  time,  and  public  curiosity  Acas  })iqued  because  of  tlie  mystery  that 
enveloped  the  authorship.  It  was  considered  a clever  production  of  the 
kind.  Because  it  contains  the  names  of  many  of  the  cliief  literary  men 
and  artists  of  the  day  in  the  city  of  hi’ew  York,  and  because  it  was  one 
of  the  curiosities  of  tlie  literature  of  the  metropolis,  it  has  been  so 
largely  quoted  from  here.  Doulhless  some  of  the  older  i*eaders  of  this 
work  will  remember  the  ‘‘town  talk'’  it  occasioned  at  the  time,  and 
tlie  numerous  ^vild  guesses  that  cvere  made  as  to  its  authoi^hip. 
^[ason,  the  supposed  atitlibf,  returned  to  London  a few  years  after- 
Avard. 

Among  the  literary  men  of  Xoav  York  fifty  years  ago,  the  most  con- 
spicuous were  AVashington  Irving,  James  K.  Paulding,  Gulian 
A^erplanck,  Fitz-Greene  llalleck,  Y^illiam  Cullen  Bryant,  ^Yilliam 
Leggett,  Robert  C.  Sands,  George  P.  J^Iorris,  Theodore  S.  Fay,  and 
promising  Yhithaniel  P.  YJllis. 

Mr.  Irving  had  latGy  r< ‘turned  from  Euro])e  with  a Avealth  of  mate- 
rials to  use  in  Ids  future'  literary  labors.  lie  had  added  to  his  literary 
reputation  in  England  by  the  publication  of  his  “ Sketch  Book"  by  tlu' 
prince  of  pulJishers,  John  ]Muri-ay,  to  whom  he  sold  the  copyright  for 
$1000.  In  London  lu'  Avas  attached  to  the  American  legation,  as  socvc- 
tary  under  hfinister  iMcLanca  in  L^l^O.  Before  leaving  England  the 
PhiAmi^sity  of  Oxfoi’d  ('orhem'd  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.I). 
lie  arriAaal  in  X('w  York  in  ]May,  is;b2,  arid  was  a pai'ticipant  in  a 
])ublic  baiKpu't  sp!A‘a<l  in  his  honor  at  tine  famous  City  Hotel  by  leading 
men  in  tlu'  city  of  hi>  bii‘th. 
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“Mr.  Paulding  was  a brother-in-law  of  ]\Fr.  Irving,  the  si.ster  of  the 
forijK'r  having  married  the  latter's  brother  William.  Paulding  began 
his  literary  career  witli  Irving  in  the  publication  of  a series  of  sketches 
which  Av^ere  entitled  ''  Salmagundi  ; or  the  Whimwhams  and  Opinions 
of  Launcelot  Lang'statF  and  Others.''  They  were  ihe  joint  })roductions 
of  Paulding  and  Irving,  and  continued  to  be  issued  ])eriodically  by 
David  Longworth  during  the  entire  year  ISOT.  These  ])apers  hit  otf 
the  humor  of  the  times  with  great  freshness  and  vigor,  aiul  were  very 
jx^jmlar. 

Paulding  Avas  a ]Aoet  as  Avell  as  a novelist.  II  is  fust  poem  was  ''  The 
HackAVOodsman,"  Avhich  appeared  in  ISls.  In  appeared  his 

“ Merry  Tales  of  the  Three  ATise  Men  of  Gotham”  who  went  to  sea 
in  a bowl.”  It  was  a satire  upon  the  social  system  propounded  by 
Pobert  OAA^en.  It  Avas  followed  in  ISits  ly  The  Traveller's  Guide,'’ 
which  Avas  surnamed  ‘‘The  Xew  Pilgrim's  Progress. '’  It  was  a bur- 
lesque on  the  grandiloquent  guide-books  to  the  city  ami  the  Avorks  of 
English  travellers  on  America.  It  gave  satirical  sketches  of  fashionaide 
life  and  manners  in  XeAv  York  Avhen  to  be  the  mistress  of  a three-story 
brick  house,  Avith  mahogany  folding-doors  l)elween  the  irirlors,  and 
marble  mantels,  Avas  the  highest  ambition  of  a Xew  York  belie.  This 
and  a half-score  of  other  books  from  his  pen  luul  made  Paulding,  at  the 
time  under  consideration,  yevy  po})ular  as  a brilliant  and  entertaining 
Avriter. 

Air.  AYrplanek^  ranked  among  literary  veterans  even  at  that  period. 

* Gulian  Crommelin  Veqilaiick,  LL.D.,  "vvas  for  moro  th.an  fifty  years  one  of  the  l>est 
known  arnon"  the  literary  men  of  Now  York.  He  was  born  in  that  city  in  17x3  ; gradu- 
ated at  Columbia  College  in  1801  ; studied  law  with  Edward  Livingston  ; wes  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1807,  and  made  his  first  appearance  in  public  c.s  a Fourth  of  duly  orator  in 
the  North  Dutch  Ileformed  Church  in  1809.  In  1811  lie  w;ih  a ])rincipal  at-tor  in  the 
defence  of  a student  of  ColumVua  College  during  the  comm.  nceiueiit  exercises  at  Trinity 
Church,  and  was  lined  hy  Alayor  Do  AA'itt  Clinton  for  ;in  infiMction  of  law.  Tlic  matter 
assumed  a political  aspect,  and  some  of  Air.  Ver[daiu‘k’s  earlier  literary  (dTorts  wiU'e  in 
the  form  of  political  writings,  the  most  noted  of  \\hicdi  was  “ The  State  Triumvirate,"  a 
sharp  satire  aimed  at  I)e  AVitt  C’linton  and  his  friomls.  In  Isll  Mr,  A'erplauck  marrieil 
AIiss  Eliza  Eenno,  l>y  whom  ho  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  survives.  In  ISid  ho  became 
a contributor  to  the  AnalerUc  Mafjn:lne,  edited  by  AVashinglon  Irving.  He  went  to  Europe 
in  1810,  and  remained  two  years.  On  Ins  return  ho  delivert'd  an  anniversary  discourse 
ticforc  the  New  York  IIoKiiital,  which  gave  him  a great  literary  reputation.  JIc  became 
an  earnest  politician,  and  was  elected  a memlu  r of  the  New  York  Assembly  in  181',)  by 
the  “ Ducktail  ” party,  opposed  to  Clinton.  He  was  appointeil  a ]u-ofessor  iri  the  Union 
Theological  Scmincry  of  the  Protestant  Episco])al  Church.  In  182,7  he  was  elocted  to 
(''Uigross.  On  retiring  from  ih;i.t  position  he  dcvoti'd  Ijimsclf  mainly  t<^  lifiumry  pursuits, 
lu  a disc'ourso  before  tiu-  litcraiw  societies  of  Columbia  < '(diego  in  ISdO  he  paid  a geiurou.s 
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lie  was  cliiefly  disting’uished  as  an  essayist,  treating*  of  literature, 
liistory,  law,  science,  ])oIitics,  and  religion  ; and  he  was  the  aiulior  ol 
Tininerons  occasional  addresses.  In  1827  he  and  Sands  and  Bryant 
united  in  the  production  of  an  ^•annual”  (a  popular  style  of  literary 
])roduction  at  that  time)  called ‘‘ The  Talisman.-'  It  was  illustrated 
with  engravings  from  the  burins  of  American  artists.  This  work  was 
issued  three  successive  years,  and  these  volumes  contain  some  of  tlie 
choicest  productions  of  this  trio  of  writei's. 

Ilalleck  was  then  at  the  height  of  his  fame  as  a writer — a poet,  a 
wit,  and  a satirist.  A series  of  poetical  satires  on  town  life  and  char- 
acters— on  the  Tammany  ])oliticians,  editors,  aldermen,  and  local 
celebrities  in  Xew  York — had  appeared  in  the  Evening  I*od  over  the 
signature  of  ‘HT'oaker  & Co.,”  written  by  him  and  Joseph  Bodman 
Drake  jointly.  These  were  published  in  and  in  1821  his 

Fanny,”  in  a similar  strain,  was  published.  These  productions  had 
made  him  very  po})ular,  and  his  society  was  coveted  by  the  literati  of 
the  day.  Cooper,  often  cynical,  loved  Ilalleck,  and  always  greeted 
him  with  pleasure  at  the  Bread  and  Cheese  Club,  and  elsewhere  in 
society. 

The  acquaintance  of  Ilalleck  and  Drake  was  begun  under  peculiar 
circumstances.  One  charming  summer  afternoon  in  ISIO,  Ilalleck, 
Dr.  De  Ivay,  and  other  young  men  were  standing,  just  after  a shower, 
admiring  a res])lendent  rainbow. 

If  I could  have  my  Avish,”  said  one  of  them,  it  Avonld  be  to  lie  in 
the  lap  of  that  rainl)ow  and  read  Tom  Campbell.’' 

Another  of  the  group,  a stranger  to  the  speaker,  immediately  stepped 
forward  and  said  to  iiim, 

tribute  to  the  character  of  De  Witt  Clinton  (who  died  in  182S).  with  whom  he  so  long 
quarrelled  through  the  pre^s,  in  which  he  said  : “ Whatever  of  party  animosity  might 
have  blinded  me  to  his  merits  died  away  long  before  his  death.” 

Air.  Verplanck  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1S3S,  and  was  a controlling  ])ower  in 
the  Court  of  Errors.  Through  his  life  he  had  been  a diligent  student  of  Sliakes])care, 
and  in  1847  he  comi)leted  the  editing  of  a new  edition  of  his  works,  published  by  Harper 
k Rrothers.  In  this  task  he  exhibited  much  erudition.  Fon  more  than  fifty  years  he 
was  a trustee  of  the  Society  Library,  forty-four  years  a regent  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  twenty-six  years  a vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  twenty-four  years 
president  of  the  Board  of  Emigration,  an  active  mcniber  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society,  many  years  one  of  the  governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  a trustee  of  Colum- 
bia College,  a member  of  the  Sketch  Club,  and  a working  member  of  the  Centmy  Club. 
But  while  he  was  liberal  in  giving  his  personal  attention  to  tlie  management  of  various 
institutions,  he  was  never  a contributor  of  pecuniary  aid  to  any  of  the  benevolent  and 
charitable  institntiuiis  of  the  (dty.  He  was  the  inheritor  uf  a liberal  laimpetence.  but  his 
estate  was  not  very  large  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  Alarch,  lS7b, 
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You  and  I must  be  acquainted  : my  name  is  Drake.” 

“ i\Iy  name,”  said  the  other,  is  Fitz-Greene  Ihdleck.” 

From  that  day  Di’alce  and  Halleck  Avere  fast  friends.  Tliey  Avere  of 
the  same  a;^-e,  almost  to  a day — twenty-four  years.  The  productions  of 
ilie  •*  Croakers”  soon  afterAvard  appeared,  and  created  a great  deal  of 
amusement  and  not  a little  irritation.  Drake  died  a little  more  than  a 
year  after  his  first  acquaintance  AAuth  IlaH(?ck,  and  Avas  sincerely 
mourned  by  the  latter,  Adio-Avrote  the  touching  tributary  lines  begin- 
ning: Avith  the  familiar  A^ei*se  : 

“ Green  be  tiie  turf  above  thee, 

Friend  of  my  better  days  ; 

None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee. 

None  named  tliee  but  to  praise,” 

At  the  time  under  consideration  Halleck  Avas  engaged  in  mercantile 
})ursuits.  Poets  cannot  dAvell  al  ways  in  the  clouds  nor  banquet  on  air. 
He  AAWote  : 

“ No  longer  in  love’s  myrtle  shade 
My  thoughts  recline  ; 

I’m  busy  in  the  cotton  trade 
And  sugar  line.” 

He  Avas  also  agent  for  the  Duchess  County  Insurance  Company. 

^Ir.  Bryant,  then  about  tAA'enty-scA^en  yeai's  of  age,  had  made  his 
adA^ent  in  tlie  city  of  Xcaa^  York  in  1S25  as  editor  of  the  Hcav  York 
Jievieir.  In  1S20  he  connected  himself  editorially  Avith  the 
Pod^  and  remained  Avuth  it  as  editor-in-chief  and  jiroprietor  until  Ids 
death.  In  lSo2  a complete  edition  of  INIr.  Bryant's  ])oems  a])[)eared  in 
XeAA'  York.  ^Yashington  Irving,  then  in  England,  caustal  it  to  lie 
reprinted  there,  Avith  a laudatory  preface  Avhich  he  ]>repanHl.  His 
most  notable  ])oem,  Thanato])sis,'’  had  lieen  Avritten  in  H12,  Avhen 
he  Avas  eighteen  years  of  age.  Ylr.  Bryant,  like  Halleck,  Avas  of 
medium  size,  lithe  and  active;  but,  unlike  Halleck,  he  Avas  cool  and 
reserAmd  in  manner,  and  yet  he  always  j^o.s.sessed  a (jui(‘t  A'ein  of 
humor. 

iMr.  Leggett,  the  junior  of  Bryant  by  eight  years,  a native  of  Xcav 
York  City,  had  been  a midshi})man  in  the  Fnited  States  Xavv,  Init  had 
resigned  in  ls2fh  In  1S2S  he  began  the  publication  of  the  f7vV/e,  a 
Aveekly  literaiw  ])criodical,  in  Avhich  the  reviews,  criticisms  ot  the  drama 
and  line  arts,  essays,  and  tales  Avere  nearly  all  from  his  j)en.  It  died  at 
tin*  ('ml  of  six  months  foi‘  Avaiit  ot“  p('eimiai'y  sust('nanc(\  His  ability 
and  A'ersatility  had  been  so  cons}»icuously  illu.'^trated  that  in  Hl'K  iMr. 
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Leggett  became  associated  witli  Bryant  in  editing  the  Erenht^ 
He  had  stipulated  that  he  should  not  be  called  to  wi'ite  j)olitical 
articles,  because  they  were  distasteful  to  him,  and  he  had  no  settled 
convictions  on  the  subject,  but  before  the  end  of  tlie  year  he  became  a 
zealous  Demoei*at,  and  took  decided  ground  in  favor  of  free  ti’ade  and 
against  the  United  States  Banlc.  Mr.  Leggett  died  ^lay  21).  Is81).  He 
was  of  medium  height,  compactly  built . and  possessed  great  powers  of 
endurance. 

Mr.  Sands,  a native  of  Flatbush,  L.  I.,  was  then  about  thirty -tw(3 
years  of  age.  He  had  begun  his  literary  career  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  From  1S2T  to  the  time  of  his  deatli,  Deceinlxu*  17,  1882,  he 
was  assistant  editor  of  the  Xew  York  Comniercial  Adcetilser.  Gulian 
C.  Terplanck  published  a memoir  of  his,  with  selections  from  his 
works.  AVhile  engaged  in  vviting  an  article  ii])on  Esquimaux  Lit- 
erature,'’ for  the on  Decemljer  IT,  1S82,  he 
was  seized  witli  apoplexy,  and  his  pencil  dropiKal  from  his  hand.  He 
arose  to  leave  his  room,  but  fell  at  the  threshold,  and  lived  only  a few 
hours. 

]dr.  Sands  had  studied  law,  lait  soon  after  Ids  admission  to  the  bar 
he  abandoned  the  ])rofession  and  devoted  himself  to  literature.  One  of 
liis  best  productions — Tlie  Dream  of  the  Princess  lhq)antzin’’ — was 
published  in  tlie  Talismoji.  After  that,  and  while  connected  with  the 
Coin in*^rci(d  Ad rcj-tiscn,  he  wrote  several  works,  chiefly  essays,  in  prose 
and  poetry.  In  connection  with  J.  M".  Eastbnrn  he  wrote  a poem 
called  ••  Yamovden,”  founded  on  events  in  t)ie  life  of  King  Pliilip. 
He  began  Aio  A fdanfic  JAujozlnp  in  1821,  and  in  1828  ho  wrote  an 
‘‘ Histoilcal  Xotice  of  Hernan  Cortez.  ’ In  1831  he  wrote  and  pnb- 
lislied  •*  The  Life  and  ( ’orres[)ondence  of  Paul  Jones.’’  His  last  fin- 
ished composition  was  a |)oem  on  **  The  Dead  of  1832.” 

iMorris.  the  chief  proprietor  of  the  J//V/v)r,  was  a thick-set,  compactly 
built  man,  jolly  in  exqu’ession  and  deportment,  with  fla.shing  dark  eyes 
and  hail’,  florid  complexion,  and  about  thirty  years  of  aae.  Fay  and 
'\Cillis  were  of  the  same  age,  within  a month — twenty-four  ye;irs.  Fav 
]>egan  his  literary  life  on  the  Mirror.  Willis  had  Avritten  poetrv  whih? 
in  college,  and  in  182'"-,  when  twenty-one  yeaiv  of  aafl,  he  (\stablislied 
the  A in*:rlcaa  Mnnfld tj  d^fdijnzlio'.  It  was  merged  into  the  Mirror  in 
l83rf  He  soon  afterward  went  to  Europe  and  Avrote  ha*  the  Mirror 
tlie  remarkable  series  of  hltia-s  under  tin*  head  of  ‘‘  Praicillings  by  the 
M ay.  Jay  Avas  tall  and  thin.  MJllis  Avas  also  rathei*  tall,  litlu',  and 
hand><)me.  IVlien  he  Avas  s{'Vi'-nt('en  ycrirs  of  am*  PembranJt  ]k*ale 
met  him  in  the  street  in  Boston,  and  struck  Avitli  the  exquisite  com- 
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pliwion  of  the  youn^:  stranger,  he  invited  him  to  his  studio  in  order  to 
paint  his  portrait,  the  color  of  his  face  was  so  perfect. "'■ 

The  welcome  and  the  bampiet  given  to  AVashington  Irving  on  his 
iH'tui’ii  from  Euro|)e.  just  mentioned,  was  one  of  the  most  notable 
events  of  the  kind  that  citizens  of  Xew  York  had  ever  partici])ated  in. 
It  seemed  to  be  a revival  of  the  glowing  entliusiasm  with  which  the 
cor})oration  and  citizens  welcomed  the  naval  heroes  of  the  second  war 
for  inde])endence. 

]\fr.  Irving  had  returned  from  Europe  late  in  ^^fay,  and  receiv'ed  an 
invitation  from  his  fellow-townsmen  to  receive  ‘‘  a cordial  welcome  to 
his  native  city'’  at  a public  dinner.  The  invitation  was  signed  by 
about  forty  citizens  prominent  in  social  life  in  the  ciUg  hemled  by  Pro- 
fessor James  Penwick  of  Columbia  (iolleo-e. 

O 

The  banquet  was  spread  in  the  gi‘eat  saloon  of  the  City  ITotek 
Chancellor  Kent  presided,  assisted  hy  i\Iessrs.  idiilip  Hone,  John  Duer, 
Professor  Penwick,  T.  L.  Ogden,  Samuel  Swart  wont,  and  diaries 
Graham,  as  vice-presidents.  Among  tlie  guests  were  repi‘esentatives 
of  foreign  governments,  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  judges,  Bishop 
Onderdonk,  Lieutenant-Governor  Livingston,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  dis- 
tinguished literary  men,  and  others.  Y^fien  they  were  all  seated  Irving 
entered  the  room  leaning  on  the  arm  of  the  venerabk^  Chancellor  Kent. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed  the  chancellor  ai’ose,  made  an  admirable 
speech  of  welcome,  and  then  offered  the  following  toast  : 

‘‘  Our  Illustrious  Guest  : thrice  welcome  to  his  native  land.” 

To  this  i\Ir.  Irving  made  a most  luqipy  iuid  feeling  response.  Then 
followed  speeclies  by  Philip  none  and  the  other  vice-presidents,  each 
offering  a toast.  The  regulai’  and  numerous  v<Juntoer  toasts  were 
then  offered,  and  the  company  broke  U[)  about  midniglit. 

A project  was  set  on  foot  about  that  time  for  tlie  ladies  of  tlie  city, 
“ who  had  participats'd  but  slightly  in  tin'  pleasur(‘  of  welcoming  their 
favorite  lachelo)'  home,"  to  give  him  a g;i‘arul  fancy  ball  in  the  autumn, 
in  which  all  tlie  characters  in  his  works  ^vould  Ik*  represented. 

Tlie  most  prominent  painters  mentioned  in  tluMlrama  w«*r(' Ti’umbull, 
Jarvis,  YAir,  Leslie,  Inman,  iMorse,  Cole,  Cummings,  Agate,  Durand, 

* The  writer  of  this  work  remembers  going  on  some  biisines-,  into  the  editor’s  room 
of  the  3//;Tf)r  (a  very  small  aj)artment  in  James  Conner’s  type-foundry  l)uihling,  corner 
of  Fulton  and  Nassau  streets!  in  1833.  Morris  was  reading  one  of  Willis’s I’encillings” 
in  manuscript,  just  received,  to  four  gentlemen  who  were  sc.ited  tin  re.  The  writer  was 
invited  to  take  a seat,  .tt  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  he  was  introduced  to  the  four 
gentlemen — Washington  Irving.  Dr.  John  W.  Francis.  Fitz-Greeno  Halleok,  and  Theodore 
S.  Fay.  Mr.  Irving  was  much  sunburned,  for  he  hud  just  returned  from  a tour  on  tlio 
prairies. 
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and  Hoyle.  The  most  prominent  engrjivers  on  metal  were  Durand, 
Smillie,  and  Hatch,  and  on  wood,  ^lason,  Adams,  and  Anderson. 

Trumbull  was  a small  man.  He  was  the  painter  of  four  of  the  fa- 
mous pictures  which  fill  panels  in  tiie  rotunda  at  Washington,  ordered 
and  paid  for  by  the  Xational  Government.  They  re})resent  scenes 
in  the  history  of  the  old  war  for  independeiice.  Trumbull  was  then 
nearly  eiglity  yearn  of  age.  Fifty-seven  of  liis  ])ictures  arc  now  in  the 

Trumbull  Gallery’ 'of  Yale  College.  IFe  ])resented  them  to  the  col- 
lege on  condition  of  receiving  an  annuity  of  He  died  in  Yew 

York  in  1S43. 

John  Wesley  Jarvis  was  a native  of  England,  ^vhere  he  was  born  in 
ITSO,  and  was  a nejdiew  of  AVesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism.  Jarvis 
came  to  Philadelphia  Avhen  live  years  of  age,  but  was  a citizen  of  Yew 
York  most  of  his  life,  where  lie  was  the  leading  portrait  painter  many 
years.  He  Avas  a diligent  student  of  all  information,  especially  that 
which  pertained  to  his  calling.  Jarvis  had  a lucrative  Imsiness,  l)ut  his 
extravagant  habits  and  irregular  life  kept  him  always  comparatiA'ely 
poor.  He  earned  s<)rn)(i  in  six  months  in  Yew  Orleans,  where  he  had 
Henry  Inman,  Ids  pupil,  witli  him.  He  received  six  sitters  a day.  A 
sitting  occupied  an  hour.  The  picture  was  handed  to  Inman  to  paint 
in  the  background  and  dra])ery  under  tlie  master's  eye. 

Jarvis  was  a genuine  humorist.  Dunlap  relates  several  stories  illus- 
trative of  this  trait  in  Ids  character.  Stopping  at  tlie  house  of  a 
planter  near  Charleston,  Jarvis  perceived  a dog-kennel  near  the  gate 
at  the  IdMiwav.  which  'uais  some  distance  from  the  mansion.  The 
planter  Avas  absent  some  days,  leaving  the  house  in  charge  of  Jarvis. 
He  painted  on  the  kennel,  in  large  letters,  the  Avords  Take  care  of  tlie 
dog.”  Everybody  shunned  the  kennel,  and  took  other  routes  to  the 
house.  AVhen  tlie  owner  came  lioine,  he  too,  seeing  the  Avords  of 
Avarning,  shunned  the  kennel. 

‘‘ AVhv,  Jarvis,”  he  said,  " Avhat  have  vou  got  in  the  dog'-lomnel  (" 
A dog,  to  be  sure.  C'ome  and  see.’’ 

They  went,  and  the  painter  took  out  of  the  dog-house  a puppy  Avhose 
eyes  Avere  not  yet  open. 

“■*  Poor  little  fellow,”  said  JarA'is,  as  he  stroked  the  puppv's  back  ; 
‘‘  don't  you  think  it  necessary  to  toZv  (Yire  of  him  T’ 

On.  one  occasi(ni,  ^vldle  ]»ainting  a portrait  of  Pishop  Afoore,  the  ])rel- 
ate  asked  Jarvis  some  (luestioii  about  his  religious  belief.  The  [>a inter, 
as  if  intent  upon  catching  the  likeness  of  the  sitter,  said,  (pdetlv, 
“ Turn  youi‘  fai'e  more  that  wav.  and  shut  your  mouth.'’  Jarvis  di{Ml 
in  Ycav  York  Citv,  Jaiiuarv  lik  Dl-O. 
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2CA 

AVeir  was  at  that  time  a little  under  tliirty  years  of  aye.  lie  had 
smiyyied  with  misfortune  in  early  lih?,  disc('ru(*d  his  own  yenins  for  art 
and  heeded  its  promptings,  had  become  a ])ii])il  in  art  before  he  was 
twenty,  and  was  now  a successful  [)ractitioner  of  the  delightful  profes- 
sion of  a painter.  lie  liad  lately  painted  a line  ])ortrait  of  the  Seneca 
chief  Tied  Jacket,  and  his  designs  were  the  ddiglit  of  the  engraver. 
AVeir  ^vas  not  tall,  but  ])ossessed  an  excellent  phvsirjue,  and  was  com- 
pactly built.  “ 

C.  R.  Leslie  was  AVeir's  senior  by  nine  years,  and  was  at  tliis  time 
teacher  of  drawing  at  AVest  Point.  He  resigned  in 

Thomas  Cole,:};  the  fine  landscape  painter,  was  at  that  time  in  Eng- 
land, having  gone  there  in  182‘J.  He  did  not  return  until 


Robert  Walter  Weir  was  born  in  Nevv  Rochelle,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  June  18, 
1803.  Ilis  father  was  a merchant,  who  failed  in  business  when  Robert  was  a lad.  He 
was  taken  from  school  and  placed  in  a cotton  factory.  Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  a 
mercantile  house,  first  in  Albany  and  afterward  in  the  South  and  in  New  York  City.  His 
fondness  for  sketching  made  him  resolve  to  ho  a painter.  He  took  lessons  in  drawing, 
and  made  excellent  copies  of  paintings  loaned  him  hy  iMr.  PafF,  a famous  dealer  in  art 
productions,  which  brought  young  Weir  fame  and  emi>lcyment.  So,  at  the  age  of  less 
than  twenty  years,  his  art  life  began.  His  “ Embarkation  of  tlie  Pilgrims,”  painted  to 
fill  a panel  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Ciipitol  at  Washington,  is  regarded  as  the  best  painting 
under  the  roof  of  that  building. 

Mr.  AVeir  was  }>rofessor  of  perspective  in  the  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design 
(1830-34),  when  he  succeeded  C.  R.  Le.siie  as  instructor  of  drav.ing  in  the  ^Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  where  he  remained  about  forty  years  in  that  capacity.  He  has  pro- 
duced some  exquisite  jnrintings,  remark-able  for  sentiment,  accuracy  of  drawing,  and 
admirable  coloring.  He  now  (1883)  resides  in  the  city  of  New  Y'ork. 

f Charles  Robert  Leslie  was  born  in  Loudon,  Oct(')her  17,  1701,  and  died  near  that  city 
on  Alay  5,  18-70.  His  parents  were  natives  of  ^Maryland,  and  rotumed  to  America  when 
Charles  was  five  years  of  age.  At  six  he  could  make  sketches  from  memory  with  much 
iiccuracy.  He  studied  art  in  Europe,  and  spent  some  fi’ue  in  England  studying  and 
painting.  He  was  appointed  teacher  of  drawing  at  the  Alilitary  Ace.demy  at  West  I'omt, 
on  the  Hudson.  That  position  ho  resigned  in  1834,  when  he  returned  to  England,  where 
he  died. 

+ Thomas  Cole  was  an  eminent  landscape  painter,  a native  of  Liincashire,  England, 
where  he  was  horn  in  February,  1801.  His  parents  were  Amcrieans,  and  returiu  d to 
America  when  Thomas  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  began  ])ortrc.it  paititing  at  Steu- 
benville, Ohio,  and  in  1S22  he  left  home  as  an  itinerant  portrait  painter.  P>eing  un.suc- 
cessful,  he  turned  his  attention  to  landscape  painting,  and  became  a m ister  in  that  line 
of  art.  Enamored  hy  the  scenery  of  the  Hudson  River,  all  his  talent  was  drawn  out  by 
the  inspiration.  He  enteredi  upon  a very  successful  cureer.  In  1S2'>  ho  visited  1-lnglaud  ; 
he  akso  went  to  Paris  and  Italy,  and  in  1832  returned  to  New  Y’ork.  He  finally  made 
Catskill,  N.  Y.,  his  place  of  abode.  There  he  painted  liis  famous  serial  pictures,  “ The 
Course  of  Empire”  (now  in  the  gallery  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society)  and  “The 
Voyage  of  Life.”  He  loft  an  untinislu.'d  sorites,  “ The  Cross  and  the  AYorld,"  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  February  11,  1847. 
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Henry  Inman  luul  then  supei^eded  Ids  nuister,  Jarvis,  as  a portrait 
})ainter.  Tie  was  thirty  years  of  age,  possessed  conversational  powen. 
of  a high  order,  and  an  iriexhaustihle  fund  of  anecdote  and  wit. 

C.  C.  Ingham  ^ was  a very  small  and  a very  active  man,  and  an 
exquisite  painter  of  portraits,  finishing  them  up  Avith  all  the  delicacy  of 
touch  of  the  small  ivory  portmits.  Durand  Avas  then  engaged  in  alter- 
nate labors  Avith  the  brush  and  burin.  Cummings  was  ])roducing  his 
exquisite  small  portraits  on  iA'ory  and  pa])er  ; Hoyle,  the  gifted,  Avas 
painting  beautiful  landsca})es,  but  died  a feAV  years  afterward,  Avhile 
Agate,  Avdio  began  the  practice  of  the  painter's  art  at  an  early  age,  Avas 
successfully  ])ainting  portraits  in  Albany. f ]Morse  Avas  already  a A^eteran 
in  art,  president  of  the  Xational  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design,  and 
at  that  time  was  about  to  return  from  England  Avdth  tlie  grand  idea  of 
an  electro-magnetic  telegraph  about  to  blossom  out  of  his  brain  and 
])roduce  the  Avonderful  fruit  for  Avhicli  the  civilized  world  is  indebted 
for  a great  blessing. 

Durand  was  then  the  foremost  engraA^er  of  pictures  on  metals  in  the 
United  States,  especially  in  delineations  of  human  flesh,  while  James 
Smillie  was  the  most  effectiA^e  engraA^er  of  landsca])es.  Botli  are  yet 
among  li\dng  artists.  ^Ir.  Smillie,  the  younger  of  the  two,  is  actwely 
engaged  Avith  the  burin  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Poughkeepsie.  :J: 

* Charles  C.  Iiighnru  was  a native  of  Huhlin,  Ireland,  where  he  was  horn  in  1797.  He 
came  to  New  York  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  with  his  hrother  held  a front  rank  as  a por- 
trait painter.  His  “ Death  of  Cleopatra”  gave  him  great  notoriety  and  extensive  busi- 
ness. He  produced  other  beautiful  compositions. 

f Frederick  S.  Agate  was  a native  of  AVestcbester  County,  New  York,  born  in  1S07. 
Showing  a propensity  for  ‘‘sketching  everything”  in  early  childhood,  he  was  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  John  R.  Smith,  a teacher  of  drawing,  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  Ho  became  a pupil  of  S.  F.  I>.  iMorso  in. painting.  He  began  portrait  painting  as 
a profession  in  1(S27,  and  became  an  exceedingly  skilful  artist  in  that  line,  as  well  as  in 
historical  painting.  Mr.  Agate  died  in  New  York  City  in  1811.  His  best  known  works 
are  ” Dead  Christ  and  Alother,”  ” Columbus  and  the  Egg,”  “ The  Ascension,”  and 
“ Count  Ugolino.” 

:|;  James  Smillie  is  a native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  where  ho  was  bom  on  November 
23,  1807.  His  father  was  a manufacturing  jeweller  and  an  enthusiastic  mineralogist, 
'riie  son  at  a very  early  age  felt  a strong  desire  to  become  an  engraver,  but  did  not  at 
lirst  receive  much  encouragement  from  his  luothor,  for  he  was  only  eleven  years  of  age  — 
“ too  young  to  think  of  it.”  But  the  boy  determined  to  try  bis  luck.  He  found  a silver 
engraver  willing  to  take  him  as  a pupil,  and  he  entered  his  service.  , This  tutor  soon 
afterward  died,  and  James  found  a situation  with  an  historical  engraver,  where,  however, 
he  did  nothing  more  than  make  drawings. 

Air,  Smillie ’s  partuds  emigrated  to  Quebec  when  lie  was  fifteen  ye-ars  ot  ago.  There, 
with  very  little  uxpcrioiice,  he  began  the  jn-actiee  (J  the  art  of  engraving.  He  soon 
acquired  skill  in  cutting  letters,  and  he  set  up  for  himself,  giving  public  notice  that  he 
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Whitefield  Tliitcli,  then  the  pai’tnor  in  business  witli  ^Lr. 
was  charming  the  public  with  his  delicate  designs  and  rare 
.skill  as  an  engraver.  lie  had  lately  engraved  on  steel  for  the  Mirror  a 
Jinn  portrait  of  'Washington  Irving,  from  a painting  by  Leslie. 

Mr.  Hatch  was  a native  of  Johnstown,  ^lontgomery  Oninty,  X.  Y., 
wliere  lie  was  born  April  27,  .1804.  A portion  of  his  early  life  was 
]>assed  at  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  X.  Y.,  where  lie  began  the  study 
of  law  Avitli  his  lialf-brother,  Enos  T.  Throop,  who  became  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Xew  York.  His  love  of  art  and  liis  developing  ability  to 
])ui'suc  it  successfully  so  predominated  in  his  nature  that  Avith  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  friends  he  abandoned  the  study  of  the  law  and  ever  after- 
Arard  Avorked  and  dwelt  in  the  realm  of  art. 

While  yet  a lad  young  Hatch’s  exquisite  designs  attracted  attention, 
and  as  he  greAv  to  manhood  his  skill  Avith  the  pencil  assured  his  future 

v.'iis  prepared  to  “ engrave  spoons,  door-plates,  and  dog-eollars.”  He  aftervard  engraved 
maps  for  the  Canadian  government  so  skilfully  that  lie  was  awarded  a silver  medal 
and  was  made  a member  of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
in  Canada.  He  finally  went  to  England  to  acquire  a more  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
art.  He  suffered  many  vicissitudes  there,  and  after  receiving  five  months’  instruction 
from  an  engraver  in  Edinburgh,  he  returned  to  Quebec  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
engraving  there.  He  etched  scenery  about  Quebec  and  evinced  great  skill  and  promise 
in  that  line  of  art. 

In  1830  Mr.  Smillie  went  to  Xew  York,  determined  to  push  his  way  in  landscape 
engraving  exclusiveh’,  and  succeeded  to  his  heart’s  content.  His  first  essay  was  getting 
up  cheap  labels  for  cigar-boxes,  with  IMr.  Gimber,  an  engraver.  There  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  AA'eir,  the  painter,  who  engaged  him  to  engrave  a convent  gate,  near 
liome,  whiclrWeir  had  painted,  and  generously  invited  him  to  he  his  guest  and  to  use 
his  studio  while  engaged  upon  it.  He  was  successful.  He  made  the  acquaintance  of 
A.  B.  Durand,  who  engaged  him  to  do  some  work  on  a steel  j)late,  the  first  he  had  ever 
undertaken  on  that  metal.  He  succeeded,  and  Mr.  Durand  generously  gave  him  $10 
more  than  lie  asked  for  his  work.  He  returned  to  Canada.  Soon  afterward  he  received 
an  invitation  from  a Xev.'  York  publisher  to  return  and  engrave  views  about  Xew  York 
for  him,  assuring  him  he  would  earn  SIO  a week.  He  accepted  tlie  invitation,  arrived 
in  Xew  York  in  May,  1S31,  and  was  not  disappointed.  In  the  fall  he  sent  for  his 
mother  and  her  family.  He  successfully  engraved  for  a ]mhlisher  The  Garden  of 
Eden,”  from  a painting  by  Cole,  and  began  to  engrave  ]»lates  for  the  X>  w Ytirk  Jfirmr 
and  the  “ Annuals.”  He  formed  a partnership  in  engraving  with  George  AA’.  Hatch, 
which  did  not  endure  long,  for  that  gentleman  ontiwed  the  firm  of  Rawdon  A AVright, 
bank-note  engravers.  From  that  time  Air.  Smillie  was  eminently  successful  in  business, 
producing  tbe  finest  landscape  engraving  in  the  country. 

In  1831  Air.  Smillie  was  elected  a member  of  the  first  Sketch  Club,  was  made  an  asso- 
ciate of  the  Xational  Academy  of  the  Arts  ot  Design  in  1S32,  and  an  academician  in  1831. 
He  became  a member  of  the  Xational  Bank  Xot<^  Conij)auv  in  1801.  He  left  it  in  1808 
and  joined  the  American  Bank  Xote  Company,  of  wliicli  he  is  now  (1883)  a member.  He 
reniovf'd  to  tlio  cit}'  of  Poughkeepsie,  where  lie  is  delightfully  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  favorite  art,  and  has  the  happiness  of  seeing  bis  sons  successful  artists. 
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position.  Dunlap  says  lie  took  lessons  in  engT*aviny^  from  Durand — was 
his  pupil.  At  the  ag-e  of  twenty-live  he  married  ^liss  Mary  Daniels,  of 
Albany.  He  had  then  become  a successful  engraver  as  well  as  a 
designer  and  draughtsman. 

About  18'2S  Mr.  Ilatcli  took  up  Ids  abode  in  the  city  of  A’ew  York, 
where  he  soon  stood  in  the  fi’ont  rank  in  the  ])ractice  of  the  graphic 
art.  In  1831,  perceiving  the  skill  in  landscape  engraving  of  James 
Smillie,  he  formed  a partnershij)  with  him.  Xot  long  aftenvard  "\[r. 
Hatch  formed  a business  connection  with  Messrs.  Dawdon  and  AVilght, 
bank-note  engravers.  I’he  firm  of  llawdon,  AV right,  Hatch  & Co. 
became  very  famous,  and  for  many  years  they  did  most  of  the  bank- 
note engraving  of  the  country.  Alany  of  the  most  beautiful  designs 
that  embellished  the  bank-notes  Vv'ere  from  his  hand.  In  18.18  this  firm 
and  other  engravers  of  later  distinction  joined  in  forming  the  American 
Bank  Xote  Company.  Of  this  association  Mr.  Hatch  was  made  the 
president,  which  office  he  held  at  the  tiine  of  his  death,  whicli  occurred 
on  February  13,  18315,  at  his  beautiful  suburlian  seat  at  Dobb’s  Ferry, 
on  the  Hudson,  in  tlie  sixty-second  year  of  his  age.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  more  than  nine  years. 

Air.  Dunlap,  in  his  ‘‘  History  of  the  Arts  of  Design,’’  wrote  of  Afr. 
Hatch  in  1834  : ‘‘  He  designs  with  taste,  skill,  and  accuracy.  That  I 
am  not  able  to  give  a detailed  and  accurate  notice  of  this  veiy  estimal)le 
gentleman  is  owing  to  a reserve,  on  his  part,  that  is  to  me  inexplicalJe. 

. He  began  a ])icture  some  years  ago,  which  has  l)een  favorably 
spoken  of,  but  he  says  he  shall  not  finish  it  until  he  has  made  his 
fortune.  He  is  a member  of  the  Xational  Academy  of  the  Arts  of 
Design,  and  I hav(.'  admircil  his  sketclies  at  our  Sketch  Chib.'’ 

Late  in  life  Afr.  Hatch  went  to  Europe,  Avhere  he  visited  the  most 
famous  art  galleries  in  Fremce,  Italy,  and  Germany.  It  was  a realiza- 
tion of  a delicious  dream  (>f  his  yoiilh,  and  he  returned  satisfied.  In  his 
business  and  social  relations  Air.  Hatch  was  always  genial,  and  honor- 
able in  all  his  ways,  lie  was  (e'(>r  ready  t(j  assist  the  deserving  and 
the  needy.  His  remains  repose  in  ji  beautiful  cemetery  at  Auburn,  Y. 
Air.  Hatch  founded  the  (present)  ‘‘  Hatch  lathographic  Company. ’’ 
Alason,  Adams,  Anderson,”  mentioned  in  tlu.^  drama,"  were  the 
three  ])rincipal  engravers  on  wood  tlien  in  A^ew  A^ork  ; indeed  thei’c 
were  oidy  two  others.  Joseph  A.  Adams  gave  to  his  work  most 
exquisite  jnechanical  execution.  He  was  a native  of  New  3ersey,  but 
was  so  reticent  about  his  own  career  that  no  one  ever  had  sufficient 
materials  for  the  most  mt'agre  biograiphical  sketch.  He  became  widt'ly 
known  as  the  engraver  of  the  illustrations  of  Haiyer's  beautiful  folio 
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lie  spent  many  veal’s  in  Europe  after  ISIS,  and  died  about  the 
vai’  I'sTs. 

l>i\  Alexander  Anderson  was  a most  remarkable  man.  He  was  born 
m the  city  of  Hew  York  in  April,  1775.  JJis  father  was  a AHiig 
jd-inter,  and  fled  from  the  city  when  tiie  Ilritish  took  possession  of  it  in 
177*‘>.  He  evinced  a taste  and  talent  for  art  at  a vei’v  early  age,  but 
.sUidie<l  medicine  and  graduated  at  the  medical  school  of  Columliia  Col- 
He  preferred  art,  and  especially  engraving,  as  a life  ])ursuit. 
Having  engraved  about  half  the  illustrations  for  a l)Ook  on  type-metal, 
he  discovered  that  similar  pictures  were  made  on  wood,  and  he 
cngi’aved  the  remainder  on  the  latter  material.  This  was  the  first 
engraving  on  wood  done  in  America.  He  pui’sued  tlie  art  consecu- 
tivelv  for  seventv-five  vears,  or  until  the  ninetv-fifth  vear  of  liis  ao'e. 

i t t C €/  O 

He  died  vdien  within  three  months  of  ninety-fU’e  years  of  age,  January 
Ul,  1S70. 
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ClIAPTEE  XIV. 


HE  beginning  of  this  decade  was  the  dawn  of  a new  era  in  jour- 


nalism, not  only  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  but  in  both  heini- 


In  1S2T  there  'u^ere  ten  daily  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York,  of  which  six  were  issued  in  the  morning  and  four  in  tlie 
evening.  The  morning  daily  papers  were  the  Xew  York  Gazette^  the 
llercantile  Advertls>'i\  the  Xntlonal  Admcate^  the  Daily  Adi'trtlserj 
the  Adcio  Yorh  'Xatiowd  Adcocaity  and  the  Thaes. 

The  evening  pa] lei's  tvere  the  Commercial  Advertiser^  the  Evening 
Post,  the  Steitesman,  and  the  American.  Xot  one  of  the  morning 
daily  papers  named  is  now  in  existence  ; of  tJie  evening  papers,  the 
Comrnercicd  Advertiser  and  Evening  Post  are  flourishing  in  green  old 
age. 

There  were  seven  semi-weekly  papers  and  sixteen  weekly  newspapei*s 
in  the  city  in  1S2T.  The  funner  were  issues  of  the  dailies  for  the  coun- 
try ; some  of  the  latter  were  such  issues,  and  some  were  independent 
publications.  Of  the  weekly  ])apers  of  that  day,  only  one  survives — 
the  XYw  York  Observer — which  ranked  as  a ‘V’eligious  newspaper.’’ 
There  are  now  ])u])Iished  in  Xew  York  twenty-one  daily  morning 
paper's  and  eiglit  daily  evening  papers.  There  are  eleven  semi- weekly 
papers  and  one  hundred  and  iifty  weekly  pa])ers.  There  are  also  five 
bi-weekly  and  fiftec'ii  semi-monthly  pa[)ers.  Of  ‘‘  periodical  ” ])ublica- 
tions  so  called,  there  ai-e  one  hundred  and  sixteen  monthlies,  two 
bi-monthlies,  and  six  (juaiterlies. 

It  was  at  about  this  time  that  a new  jiower  in  the  rerdm  of  journal- 
ism ajipeared  in  the  city  of  Xew  d^ork  in  the  ])erson  of  a young 
lieutenant  in  tlie  ai-mv,  who  had  lately  resigned.  Tie  ^^'as  tiien  nearly 
twenty-six  years  of  age. 

In  IMay,  1^27,  a daily  newspaper  had  been  started  in  Xew  York 
called  \X\v^  Af(>rni)ig  Ci>arier.  It  had  struggled  with  adversity  a little 
more  than  six  months  wlien,  in  Dc'cember,  it  was  about  to  abandon  the 
contest  for  life  becausn  of  a lack  of  money  to  sustain  it,  wlien  the 
young  army  ollicer  referred  to  became  its  pro])rietor.  Signs  of  new 
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litV*  and  uncommon  energy  immediately  appeared,  and  tlie  resuscitated 
(\>>n-'ur  started  vigorously  on  a long  and  wonderful  cai*eer. 

Let  us  liere  pause  a moment  and  take  a brief  survey  of  the  antece- 
dents of  this  young  newspaper  proprietor.  Jt  will  help  us,  by  an 
insight  into  his  character  at  this  ])eriod,  to  l)otter  com])rehend  wliat 
follows  in  an  outline  picture  of  events  at  the  dawn  of  the  new  era  in 
journalism. 

The  new  proprietor  of  the  Courier  was  the  son  of  a gallant  officer  of 
tlie  army  of  patriots  in  the  war  of  the  American  devolution.  Ilis 
])rother-in-law  an<l  ^:uardian  wished  him  to  studv  law.  Thoui'-h  onlv  a 
l>oy  of  tw'elve  years,  he  said,  decidedly  : 

“ Xo,  I want  to  enter  the  army  or  navy,  or  study  medicine.” 

‘‘  Out  of  the  question,”'  said  his  kinsman. 

doth  were  obstinate,  and  a compromise  followed.  The  boy  was 
to  try  the  mercantile  profession.  The  experiment  continued  three 
iiiontlis,  when  the  boy  decided  it  ^\■as  a failure,  llis  guardian  insisted 
it  was  too  late  to  make  a change  ; tlie  l)oy  thought  not,  und  acted  in 
accordance  with  his  convictions.  Tie  endured  the  restraints  of  guar- 
dianship until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  suddenly  dis- 
missed his  overseers  by  a summary  process,  and  started  out  in  life  free 
and  independent. 

The  lad  was  then  a resident  of  Cdieny  Yalley,  X.  Y.  Having  pro- 
vided himself  legitimately  with  mejins  from  his  own  inheritance,  he 
sent  word  to  his  guardian  that  he  no  longer  required  Ids  serwees  as 
such,  and  then  started  for  Xew  Yoi’k  City  to  see  Governor  Clinton, 
whom  he  knew  pei*sonally.  He  told  the  governor  ho  was  on  his  way 
to  Y'ashington  to  get  a commission  in  tlie  army,  aiul  asked  him  for  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  iMr.  Calhoun,  the  Secretary  of  ACar.  It  was 
given  him,  and  the  youth  went  on  his  way  rejoicing. 

After  reading  the  governor's  letter,  the  secretai’v  .said  ; 

‘‘  It  is  impossilile  to  give  you  a ])lace.  The  graduating  class  at  Y^’est 
Point  is  very  large — more  than  suHiciemt  to  till  all  va<cancies.” 

Here  was  a dilemma.  The  youth  had  only  s‘l  left,  and  too  jiroud 
ever  to  return  home  if  he  failed.  At'ter  a moment's-  rellection  he 
asked  : 

‘‘  If  there  had  been  no  graduating  class,  would  my  claims  have  been 
respected  ?” 

Certainly  : but  why  do  you  ask  ?”  i^[r.  Calhoun  inquired,  greatly 
interested  by  the  business  view  of  matters  taken  by  the  youth. 

“ Ik'causra'’ said  the  lad.  in  that  cast'  I wisli  jH'rmis.>ion  to  addrtss 
you  a letter,  examining  into  the  justice  of  the  gi'ound  upon  which  you 
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liave  made  a decision  wliicli  cannot  fail  to  have  an  influence  upon  mv 
future  life.” 

The  astonished  secretary  readily  granted  the  favor.  It  was  in  the 
middle  of  August,  Is  it).  The  young  adventurer  returned  to  his  lodg- 
ings. The  weather  was  extremely  hot^  but  he  sat  down  to  his  task, 
and  did  not  leave  it  until  it  was  finished.  He  wrote  a long  letter.  i!i 
which  he  contrasted  the  position  of  the  graduates  of  ATest  Point  with 
his  own  ; they  being  young  men  selected  mostly  from  political  consid- 
erations, educated,  supported,  and  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  four  years,  and  having  no  claims  upon  the  country  other 
than  their  fitness  for  military  service.  Tie,  on  the  contrary,  had  been 
educated  at  his  own  expense  ; his  father  had  been  a meritorious  oflicer 
during  the  whole  ])eriod  of  tlie  Pevolution,  and  had  s])cnt  his  fortune 
and  his  liest  years  in  tlie  service  of  his  country.  The  young  man 
claimed  to  be  as  well  (|ualifled  as  they,  in  all  respects  save  in  military 
tactics  ; and  he  ])ro])osed  that  a board  of  oflicers  should  be  appointed 
to  examine  him  in  all  studies  ’pursued  at  the  Military  Academy,  exce[)t- 
ing  eng-ineering  and  other  jnirely  militai*y  studies  ; and  if  found  com- 
petent, then  he  insisted  that  it  was  his  right  to  receive  a commission 
regardless  of  the  graduating  cadets  and  their  claims.  The  letter  closed 
with  an  intimation  that  ho  Avould  call  at  the  house  of  the  secretary  the 
next  morning  at  nine  o’clock  to  learn  his  decision.. 

The  young  man  called  at  the  ap[)ointed  time,  and  was  pohtely 
received. 

‘‘  Young  gentleman.”  said  the  secretary,  rather  coldly,  I suppose 
you  have  come  to  know  your  fate  f ’ 

Pelieving  by  IMr.  (’alhoun's  manner  that  the  decision  was  adverse  to 
his  wishes,  the  youth  fli*mly  answered,  ” I ha.vc,  sir.”  The  secretary's 
features  relaxed  int<)  one  of  his  blandest  smiles  as  he  took  the  young 
man  by  the  band  and  said  : 

“ I have  carefully  inaid  yom*  letter,  and  you  have  demonstrated  yoiii’ 
claim  to  be  a|)point('d,  while  the  manner  in  which  you  have  accom- 
plished your  ])urpose  is  with  nm  evidence  of  your  fitness  for  the  army." 

A long  conversation  then  ensued,  in  which  IMr.  Calhoun  drew  from 
him  an  mhnission  that  he  was  a runaway  from  home,  only  seventeen 
years  of  age.  The  secretary  nave  him  a commission  of  lieutenant  in 
the  Fourth  Pattalion  of  artillery,  with  (U'dei’s  to  report  for  duty  at 
Governor’s  Island  in  the  harbor  of  Xew  York.  Foi*  seven  years  this 
young  soldiei*  seinaal  his  country  faithfully  and  efliciently,  clnefly  in 
the  Aoilh-^\"est,  ^v}u‘n  ('hicngo  was  only  a militury  ]X)st  and  a ti'adinn 
station,  and  all  the  region  now  teeming  with  millions  of  inliabitants 
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wa.s  a solitary  wilderness,  trodden  only  by  the  foot  of  the  barbarian. 
[»i  September,  1S27,  he  resigned  his  commission,  and,  as  we  have  ob- 
serv(Ml,  became  tlie  proprietor  of  a daily  newspa])er  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York. 

That  energetic  and  determined  runaway,  that  adventurous  soldier, 
ihat  inchoate  newspaper  editor  and  publishei’,  who  was  to  s]>eedilv 
r(‘volutionize  the  methods  of  journalism,  was  James  AYatson  Webb,  still 
a tower  of  intellectual  and  moral  strength,  and  wearing  tlie  snow-white 
crown  of  an  octogenarian. 

In  1S26  Mordecai  Manasseli  Xoah (better  known  as  kra]V)r  Xoah), 
who  had  edited  the  Advocate^  of  which  Henry  Eckford,  the  great  slii})- 
builder,  was  one  of  the  pro|)rietors,  disagreeing  ^vith  th:i,t  gentleman, 
.started  a paper  of  his  own,  wJiicli  he  called  the  yoi'ioiud  AAroeaie. 
Enjoined  at  the  instance  of  Eckford  and  his  ])artners,  tlie  name  was 
changed  to  AfoalCs  dSew  JY>/'7r  Xathnxd  Adi'ooite,  Again  enjoined, 
he  named  his  journal  the  Xew  York  Euipurer.  This  pajier  was  pur- 
chased by  James  Watson  Webb  in  tlie  s]>ring  of  Avhen  it  was 

merged  into  the  Xyrnincj  Co^irler  and  the  famous  (otr,der  and  En- 
qairer  was  established.  It  reigned  right  royally  in  the  realm  of  jour- 
nalism for  more  than  a generation. 

lUajor  Xoali  went  into  the  editorial  rooms  of  the  Cannen  and 
E/tqadircr,  and  was  associated  in  editorial  duties  with  James  Lawson, 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  Pros])er  A.  Wetmore,  ami  James  Goi’don 
Brooks — a notable  editorial  staff— under  the  control  of  the  masterly 
executive  liand  of  iMr.  Webl). 

A new  feature  in  journalism  was  soon  introduced.  .Vt  the  opening 
of  Congress  in  December,  18:17,  iMr.  Bennett  was  sent  to  Washington 
to  be  a regular  daily  coi'respondent  of  the  ('oarter  aial  J'dujni,‘rr  during 

* Mordecai  Mana.ss^eh  Noah  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  July,  1785.  Hi'<  ]«arents  were 
Hebrews,  and  he  adhered  to  their  faith  through  a long  life.  He  died  in  New  York  in 
March,  1851.  He  studied  law,  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  in  that  city  edited  the  Cg/ 
Gazf'Ue  in  1810,  In  1811  lie  was  American  consul  at  Riga,  and  afterward  at  Tunis,  and 
went  on  a mission  to  Algier.s.  On  his  way  thither  he  was  captured  by  the  ET^gli.sh,  On 
his  return  to  America  in  181G  he  published  incident.-,  <d’  his  sojourn  abroad,  and  became 
editor  of  the  Xafional  Adcocair,  a Democratic  journal,  until  lS‘25,  and  the  next  year  ho 
estabii.shcd  the  New  York  Efuiiun^r.  In  18.14  he  established  the  Xetr  Em.  Afterward  ho 
withdrew  from  the  daily  press,  and  for  several  years  published  the  .s'aadu//  Tinus.  About 
18g0  ^Ir.  Noah  conceived  a scheme  for  founding  a Jewish  colony  on  GraTid  Island,  in  the 
Niagara  River,  There  he  set  uj)  a monument  inscribed,  “ .Vrarat,  a city  of  refuge  for  the 
Jews,  founded  by  3Iordecai  51.  Noah,  in  the  month  of  Tishri,  558f',  (Se]>tember.  182.5), 
and  in  the  50th  year  of  .\merican  Independence.’'  5Ir.  Noah  Imld  the  ollices  of  sheriff, 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Sessions.  an<l  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Now  York,  He  was  the 
author  of  several  dramas  and  other  woiks. 
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the  session.  Hitherto,  with  a slight  exce})tion,  tlie  "Washington  corre- 
spomlent,  now  sucli  an  ini])oi‘tant  adjunct  to  every  reputable  news- 
paper, liad  been  a member  of  Congress  writing  an  occasional  letter  to  a 
newspa])er  in  his  own  di.strict.  : 

Ben^^ett  was  e{|ual  to  the  task  assigned  him,  and  he  soon  changed 
the  tone,  temper,  and  style  of  Washington  correspondence.  Heceiv- 
ing  a hint  from  Jlorace  Walpole's  racy  letters  written  m the  reign  of 
George  II.,  ]\Ir.  Bennett  jienned  entertaining  epistles  descriptive  of  life 
at  the  capital  in  all  its  jihases — the  legislation  of  the  day,  politics,  soci- 
ety in  general,  fasliiuiudile  life,  and  personal  sketches  of  all  the  gay, 
witty,  and  beautiful  charactei's  which  appeared  in  W'ashington  during 
that  winter.  These  pen-})ictiires  were  sketched  a.t  random  without 
being  offensive  to  any  one — indeed  they  Avere  mostly  complimentary 
and  jileasing  to  the  ^parties  mentioned. 

At  tins  time  the  news[)aper  press  of  Xew  York  showed  very  little 
enterprise  in  the  way  of  giving  news.  It  was  running  in  a rut  Avorn 
nearly  half  a century.  The  then  leading  morning  papers  did  not  con- 
tain, m the  aggregate,  more  editorial  matter  comliined  than  now 
appears  in  a leading  editorial  of  the  Trilnme  or  Tunes.  A roA\d:)oat 
collected  the  ship  iicavs  and  the  neAvspa|)ers  from  the  packet-shi[)s  as  ^ j 

they  arrived,  and  all  were  content  Avith  transferring  to  their  columns  d 

such  ncAVS  as  they  mutually  possessed.  Conspicuous  for  activity  in  g 

everything  he  undertook,  Hr.  Webb  Avas  not  satisfied  with  this  system, 
and  he  very  soon  set  up  a news-collecting  establishment  of  his  oAvn.  | 

He  em])loyed  a Baltimore  clip|)er  (the  Tdh'j>se)  and  a fleet  of  small  | 

boats  in  collecting  ncAvs  on  the  Avater.  This  compelled  the  otlierneAvs-  | 

])apers  to  combine  in  a similar  enterprise,  and  both  jiartit'S  ke|)t  a news-  jf 

schooner  cruisina’  off‘  Sandv  Hook,  amt  small  boats  communicatino’  Avith  | 

her  from  time  to  time.  -I 

W'ebb  determined  not  to  be  equalled,  even  in  cnterjirise.  He  had  a J 

clipper-schooner  of  one  immlred  tons  built  in  XeAV  York,  Avith  the  stip-  | 

Illation  that  she  should  equal  in  s’peed  any  Xew  York  ])ilot-boat  or  he  | 

could  not  be  compelled  to  take  her.  It  Avas  accomplished.  She  Avas  | 

named  the  Conritr  nml  Knqn'nu'r.  AYith  tliis  schooner  cruising  scA'cnty  1 

to  one  hundred  mik's  at  sea,  the  h'rJJj>.se  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  a licet  of  1 
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Wasliin^^^ton,  say  on  ^[onday  morning,  and  reached  Xew  York  on 
\Vedm‘sday  night  in  time  for  tiie  news  they  brought  to  ap]>eai*  in  the 
n{*ws})a.|)em  on  Tlim*sday  morning.  Webb  determined  they  should 
a|>])i.‘ar  in  the  Courier  and  En<iulrer  on  Wednesday  morning.  He 
made  a contract  wuth  certain  parties  to  run  a daily  horse  express  be- 
t ween  Washington  and  Yew  York  during  the  entire  session  of  Congress 
( 1 s:>,5_:g])^  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  sT50o  a month.  It  was  done 
most  satisfactorily.  Horses  were  stationed  at  ]>oints  only  six  miles 
apart.  This  “ ])ony  express'’  biouglit  ncAvs  twenty-four  liours  in 
advance  of  the  mails,  and  enaliled  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  to  give 
news  that  length  of  time  in  advance  of  all  competitors. 

‘‘  Under  this  system  of  collecting  the  news,’’  wnote  George  II. 
.Andrews  a few  years  ago,  “ enlarging  the  pajier,  employing  ad<litional 
editors  and  reporters,  o])ening  coi*i-espondence  in  ditferent  Cjuarters,  and 
devoting  wdiole  columns  to  subjects  never  before  touched  upon  liy  the 
jiress,  the  expenses  of  tlie  daily  ]>ress  we.re  more  than  (juadrupled.  and 
four  of  the  old  morning  papers  died  out.  Hut  a new  impetus  was  thus 
given  to  the  newspa]ier  pre.ss  of  the  city,  wliich  has  continued  to 
increase  to  this  day  ; and  for  that  im])etus  to  an  influence  upon  the 
])ublic  mind  and  the  character  of  the  press,  the  community  are  uiujues- 
tionably  indebted  to  General  AVebt).’’ 

For  some  time  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  remained  the  unrivalled 
distributor  of  the  earliest  news  from  V/ashington  and  from  Europe  ; 
])ut  it  was  not  long  before  powerful  competitors  apjieared,  and  the 
enterprising  new'spapor  which  had  acliieved  so  much  was  compelled  to 
succumb.  In  1S3S  the  first  ocean  steamship,  the  Sirius,  arrived  at 
Yew  York  from  England,  and  fi*om  that  day  hv'r  successors  lirought  all 
the  new^s  from  abroad  to  the  city  in  advance  of  llic  news-boats.  Soon 
afterward  the  telegraph  and  railroad  ]Hit  an  end  to  the  ]x>ny  express, 
and  now  the  Associated  Press  [lerforms  for  all  alike  the  duty  of  collect- 
ing and  distrilmting  the  curi'cnt  news  of  the  dav.  There  is  now  no 
held  for  the  exercise  of  individual  entimpilse  in  this  direction. 

In  the  matter  of  collecting  news  the  Juumnd  of  ( 'onnneree.  a morning 
paper  of  the  same  age  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer^  was  a sharp  and 
])owerful  competitor.  It  too  liad  its  news-schooner  and  sur'll  boats, 
and  wlien  the  Co^irier  and  Enquirer  started  the  pony  exjU'i'ss  the 
douriad  of  Commeree  s[)eedily  became  its  rival.  Tln.w  were  both  com- 
peting shar[)ly  for  the  ])atronage  of  tlie  commercial  community.  For 
that  purpose,  and  to  accommodate  mercantile  advertisers  wdth  adver- 
tisenumts,  tlu^se  ])ap(M*s  Avere  enlaigx'd  fi-om  tinu*  to  tinu'  until  they 
acHjuired  dimensions  which  caused  them  to  be  called  “ blanket  sln'cts. 
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These  enormous  and  expensive  news})a})ers  caused  a yearning  in  the 
public  mind  for  something  smaller  and  less  expensive.  It  came  to 
be  felt  as  a public  want.  That  want  was  soon  su[)])lied  by  the  ad- 
vent of  what  is  called  the  penny  ])ress.”  The  Journal  of  Connneroi 
is  yet  a flourishing  morning  ])aper  ; the  Courier  and  Uquirer  be- 
came  united  with  the  Xew  York  World  on  the  first  of  July,  ISb], 
when  its  form  was  changed  from  folio’’  to  the  more  popular  one  of 
‘X]uarto.”  Then  that  great  newspaper  disa})peared  from  the  field 
of  journalism.  The  Journal  of  Cominerce  remained  the  last  of  the 
“ blanket  sheets.” 

A taste  for  cheap  literature  had  been  fostered,  if  not  created,  by  the 
publication  of  tlie  Illustrated  Pennij  Magazine  in  London,  in  1S3<>. 
Large  quantities  of  this  ])iiblication  \vere  sold  in  America,  and  induced 
the  starting  of  the  Janiilg  Magazine  on  a similar  plan  in  Xew  York  in 
183d.  The  ])ul)lication  of  small  clieap  newspapers  was  undertaken  here 
and  there  at  about  the  same  time.  The  was  one  of  these. 

The  Cent  was  issued  in  Philadelphia  in  lS3(t,  and  in  1S32  James 
Gordon  Bennett,  who  had  left  the  service  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer^ 
attempted  to  estal)lish  a small  newspaper. 

Mr.  Bennett  withdrew  from  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  in  August, 
1832,  and  on  the  23th  of  October  following  he  issued  an  evening  paper, 
twelve  by  seventeen  inches  in  size,  half  the  size  of  the  other  news- 
papers, called  the  Xew  York  Glohe.  lie  announced  that  it  would  be 
pul  Jished  daily  at  eight  dollars  a year,  that  its  politics  woidil  be  Demo- 
cratic, that  it  would  adhere  to  Jefferson's  doctrine  of  State  Bights 
(State  su])remacv),  would  ]>e  o})])osed  to  nullilication,  and  in  favor  of 
various  reforms  in  the  government.  Bennett  had  then  l)een  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  an  editor  for  about  twelve  years,  and  he  might  be  con- 
sidered a soil  of  veteran.  But  tlie  enterprise  was  a failure. 

On  Xew  Year’s  day,  1833,  Dr.  II.  D.  Shepard,  with  Horace  Greeley 
and  Francis  V.  Story  as  partners,  started  a two-cent  daily  ])a}Hn’  called 
the  ^[orning  ]*o-d.  They  had  a capital  of  s20i>,  and  no  credit.  It  lived 
twenty-one  days,  and  expired.  It  was  the  seed  of  the  cheap  press,  and 
took  root,  though  it  yielded  no  fruit  tr>  the  ])lanter: 

On  Tuesday,  the  3d  of  Se])teinber  following,  a small  morning  jiaper 
called  the  Gun  was  issued  by  Benjamin  II.  Day,  a jirinter,  at  Xo.  222 
AViUiam  Street.  The  enterprise  was  suggested  liy  George  W.  AVisner, 
a conqjositor  then  working  for  J.  S.  Bedlield,  stereotvjier,  in  'William 
Street.  ATisner  talked  almost  im'essantly  about  the  feasibility  of  ])ul)- 
lishing  a one-eent  newspaper.  The  other  compositors  laughed  at  him, 
and  for  a while  he  found  no  one  willing  to  risk  anvtliing  in  such  a wild 
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ont^'rjnMse.  At  length  Day  laid  the  sagacity  and  the  courage  to  try 
the  experiment  with  liim.  Wisner  soon  left  ^Fr.  Day  and  went  AVest, 
and  tiie  latter  bore  the  burden  alone. 

The  first  number  of  the  Sf/n  bore  a picture  of  a s]n*ead-(‘agle  beaiing 
t)ie  motto  Unum^  and  contained  the  following  brief  aiid 

business-like  prospectus  : 

“ The  object  of  tins  paper  is  to  lay  before  the  ]ud»lic,  at  a price 
within  the  means  of  every  one,  all  the  xews  of  tiii:  day,  and  at  the 
same  time  afford  an  advantageous  means  of  advertising.  The  sheet 
will  be  enlarged  as  soon  as  the  increase  of  advertisements  requires  it,  the 
price  remaining  the  same. 

‘‘  Yearly  advertisers  (without  the  paper),  thirty  dollars  per  annum. 
Casual  advertising  at  the  usual  piices  charged  by  the  city  papers. 

Subscriptions  will  be  receivtMl,  if  paid  in  advance,  at  $3  per 

annum.' ’ 

In  a speech  at  a dinner  given  to  Colonel  Kichar<l  IM.  Iloe,  tlie  in- 
ventor of  ])rinting-])resses,  in  1851,  Z\fr.  Day  gave  the  following  history 
of  the  origin  of  the  Suji  newspaper  : 

‘‘It  is  true  I originated  the  Y///?,  the  llrst  penny  newspaper  in 
America,  and,  as  far  as  I know,  the  first  in  the  world,  lint  I have 
always  considered  the  circumstance  as  more  the  result  of  an  accident 
than  any  superior  sagacity  <d*  mine.  It  ^vas  in  1832  when  I projected 
the  enterprise,  during  the  first  cholei'a,  when  my  imsiness  as  a job 
])rinter  scarcely  afforded  a living.  I must  say  I had  veiw  little  faith  in 
its  success  at  that  time,  and  from  various  causes  it  was  ])ut  off.  In 
August,  1833,  I finally  made  up  my  mind  to  venture  the  expcrhnent, 
and  I issued  the  first  number  of  the  S'//?/  Sejdemlxu’  3d. 

“ It  is  not  n(?cessarv  to  speak  of  the  wondeil’id  success  of  the  paper. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  the  difficulty  of  striking  off  tlu‘  large  edition 
on  a double-cylinder  press  in  the  time  usualiy  allowed  to  daily  news- 
papers was  very  great. 

“ In  1835  I introduced  steam  power,  now  so  lu'cessary  an  appendage 
to  almost  every  newspa|)cr  office.  It  was  the  iiivst  apj>lication  of  that 
)>ower  to  move  a printing  machine  in  a newspaj)cr  office.  At  that  time 
all  the  Napier  presses  in  tlie  city  were  turned  by  ci'ankmmi,  and  as  the 
S/?n  was  the  only  daily  newspaper  of  largo  circulation,  so  it  seemed  to 
be  the  only  establishment  where  steam  was  really  indis]xmsable.  Hut 
even  this  great  aid  to  the  speed  of  the  Na]ffer  machines  did  not  keep  up 
with  the  increasing  circulation  of  the  Noo’’ 

On(‘  cent  continued  to  be  the  price  ]xn*  copy  of  the  S//??  for  about 
thirty  years.  After  the  Civil  Yhir  broke  out  the  price  of  everything 
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was  so  incrojiseil  that  the  Sfm  was  doubled  in  price,  and  so  it  remains. 
In  1838  iNFr.  Day  sold  the  Sun  to  Closes  Y.  Beach,  his  brother-in-law. 
It  had  beeii  much  enlarged,  but  owiriy  to  dull  times  Yr.  Beach  cut 
down  the  j)aper  to  a smaller  size,  but  enlarged  it  soon  afterward  Avhen 
business  was  l>etter. 

The  Sun.  was  made  up  of  twelve  columns,  each  ten  inches  long.  It 
was  a simple  neirspuj^)t:i\  It  gave  no  o[)inioiis,  no  commercial  reviews, 
no  financial  re]'>orts,  and  no  account  of  stock  sales.  It  made  no  special 
promises  of  future  career.  It  had  four  columns  of  advertisements  ; one 
column  em1)]’aced  a Yew  York  Bank  Xote  Table  p’  two  columns 
were  devoted  to  anecdotes  and  a shoil  story,  a (jiuuder  of  a column  to 
the  arrivals  and  clearances  of  vessels  on  the  previous  day,  one  column 
to  poetry,  and  tlie  remainder  to  police  and  miscellaneous  items.  The 
circulation  of  the  Sun  ran  up  to  8U00  co|)ies  daily  by  the  end  of  two 
years  from  its  birth. 

So  soon  as  the  success  of  the  Sun  was  assured  a plentiful  crop  of 
rivals  speedily  appeared.  Ydthin  a few  months  the  Man^  the  Tran- 
seri2)t,  and  the  Day- Bonk^  and  subsequently  a Democratic  pa])er  called 
the  Jrifersonian^  a])})eared.  Later  the  SDno  Era^  the  True  Sun,  and 
the  Herald — all  cheap  newspapeis;.  The  Transcrqd  was  a success  for 
several  years.  The  Herald,  pu])lisluMl  by  Anderson  cfe  Smitli  and 
edited  by  James  Gordon  B>ennett,  went  down  in  the  great  fire  in  Ann 
Street  early  in  1S35. 

In  a recent  letter  to  the  author  of  this  work  ]Mr.  Day  wi*ote  respect- 
ing tlie  beginning  of  the  career  of  the  Sun,  the  first  one-cent  news- 
paper ever  published  : 

You  will  a])])reciate  some  of  tire  difiicidties  under  wliicli  I labored 
when  I tell  you  there  was  not  u[)  to  that  time  a newsltoy  or  newsman 
in  existence  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I was  compelled  to  hire  bovs 
to  sell  the  paper  and  pay  them  weekly  wages.  As  for  iieAvsmen,  the 
newspaper  carriers  scoiUimI  the  idea.  They  delivered  the  daily  ])apers 
to  subscribers  only,  and  wei*e  paid  weekly  wages.  iMy  plan  altered 
that  in  a few  years."  "• 

* Benjamin  II.  Day  was  bom  in  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  April  10,  1810.  The  Days, 
most  of  them  well-to-do  farmers,  were  then  numerous  in  that  vicinity.  His  father,  a 
manufacturing  hatter,  died  when  Benjamin  was  an  infant,  and  was  the  only  son  of  a 
widowed  mother.  He;  received  an  academic  education  at  three  ditferent  places,  the  last 
one  in  a higli  school  in  Utica,  where  ho  remembers  Horatio  Seymour  and  Judece  Ward 
Hunt  were  among  the  pupils.  Young  D;iy  was  apprenticed  to  Samuel  Bowles,  of  the 
Springfield  /e (the  father  of  the  late*  eilitor  of  the  same  name),  ^\ht■re  he  learned 
the  printer  s trade  in  all  its  branches.  In  1830  he  established  hiuiseli  as  a job  printer  at 
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The  fii’st  newsboy  who  sohl  copies  of  the  Sfr/t  in  the  streets  of  Xew 
Vo!'k  was  Silas  Davenport,  who  Avas  living  in  Shai'on,  ^Massachusetts, 
in 

have  obseiwed  that  the  Herald^  published  by  Andei'son  Smith, 
went  doAvn  in  the  great  tire  in  Ann  Street  in  1S35.  It  AA'as  revived 
shortly  afterward  by  iMr.  Bennett,  Avho  started  it  with  a nominal  cash 
capital  of  S50U,  but  Avith  a hundredfold  more  capital  in  the  brains  of 
I he  founder. 

The  tirst  number  of  this  famous  neAvs|)aper  Avas  issued  on  AVednesday 
morning,  Alay  G,  1835,  from  a l)asement  room  at  Xo.  AAhdl  Street, 
under  the  title  of  the  2Iorn>n(j  Herald.  Tlie  second  numiKT  A\'as 
issued  on  Monday,  the  11th,  and  from  that  time  until  now  its  regular 
issues  haA’e  not  been  intermpted  for  a day.  In  this  second  issue  tlie 
editor  pi'omised  to  giAxa  correct  |)icture  of  tlie  world — in  ATall  Street, 
in  the  Exchange,  in  the  Police  office,  at  the  Theatre,  in  tlie  Opera — in 
short,  Avherever  human  nature  and  real  life  best  display  their  freaks  and 
vagaries." 

This  promise  the  Herald  fulfilled  from  the  beginning.  It  exhibited 
the  true  elements  of  journalism — intelligence,  industry,  tact,  and  inde- 
jiendence.  All  the  brain  Avork  Avas  done  liy  the  editor.  “ The  leading 
articles,’’  says  Air.  Hudson,  ‘Mhe  police  reports,  the  literary  intelli- 
gence, the  pungent  paragraphs,  the  news  from  abroad  and  home,  the 
account-books,  the  bills,  the  clerk’s  duties  in  the  office,  Acere  all 
written,  prepared,  arranged,  made  out,  and  ])erformed  by  Air.  P)ennett. 
The  columns  of  tlie  little  sheet  Avere  filled  with  the  ]ieculiar  points  and 
hits  and  jiredictions  Avhich  haAm  eAmr  since  characterized  the  Herald, 
In  one  of  tlie  first  numbers,  for  instance,  he  said  : 

' The  Xew  York  and  Erie  Bailroad  is  to  lireak  ground  in  a Icaa' 
days.  AVe  hope  they  Avill  break  nothing  else.’  ’’ 

In  the  second  number  of  the  Herald  Air.  Beimett  introduced  an 
entirely  neAV  feature  in  journalism — the  Aloney  Article.  Eor  many 
years  these  articles  Avere  Acritten  by  Air.  Benmnt  himself,  and  attracted 
univeis?al  attention.  Eroin  the  15th  of  June,  1>35,  these  articles— then 


No.  222  AVilliam  Street,  New  York.  Froiu  lii.s  oiTce  ho  i.ssued  the  i^nn  iiew.spnper,  the 
first  one-cent  newspaper  ever  published,  and  has  the  honor  of  t)eing  the  pioneer  in  the 
business  of  publishing,  not  only  cheap  newspa])ers,  but  cheap  literature.  Two  years 
after  he  sold  tl'.e  S'/n,  Mr.  Day  liecame  half-owner  of  the  BroUi^r  Jounlhftn,  a literary 
weekly  edited  by  N.  P.  "Willis  and  II.  Hastings  AVeld.  It  was  a successful  undertaking. 
Koon  afterward  he  was  engaged  in  the  luiblication  of  cheap  books,  .tbout  the  year  lSd2 
or  bs(;c,  yir.  Day  left  business  with  an  ample  fortune,  and  ha.s  since  lived  a retired  life  in 
the  city  of  New  York. 
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reports  of  transactions  in  stocks,  etc.,  in  ^Vall  Street — formed  a featuri' 
in  every  issue  of  the  pa])er.^^ 

The  Xew  York  /:>y>/v>.v.v  was  estahlislied  as  a blanket  sheod”  in 
1830.  The  first  number  was  issued  on  the  first  of  June.  Its  fouiah-r 
was  James  Brooks, f who  soon  associated  his  brother  Erastus  with  him- 

* The  following  is  a copy  of  the  first  Wall  Street  report.  May  11,  ISJ!.’)  : 

“ MONEY  MAF.KET. 

“ Stocks  are  somewhat  sliaken  since  the  late  arrivals.  The  winding  np  of  three  or  four 
United  States  branch  banks  makes  dealers  2^anse  as  to  the  future  oi)erations  of  the  money 
market.  On  Saturday  railroads  started  two  or  three  per  cent. 

“ New  York,  Philadeljihia,  Baltimore,  and  Boston  are  all  on  the  qul  vive  about  stocks. 
Speculation  in  this  article  was  never  so  flourishing.  The  rise  is  greater  in  fancy  stocks 
or  new  banks,  sTich  as  the  ^ilorris  Canal,  Baltimore  Canton  Company,  Kentucky  Northern 
I^ank,  and  esimcially  certain,  railroads. 

“"What  is  the  cause  of  these  movements?  How  long  will  they  last?  Who  will  be 
losers  ? Who  will  be  winners  ? 

“ The  uncommon  rise  in  the  stock  market  is  not  produced  b}'  accident.  A secret  con- 
federacy of  our  large  caihtidists  in  the  commercial  cities,  availing  thernseh'es  of  the 
political  and  commercial  events  of  the  times,  could  easily  produce  the  sj^eculation  that 
has  astonished  the  world  during  the  last,  three  months.  It  is  a universal  law  of  trade 
that  if  an  article  is  made  scarce  it  will  rise  ; if  plenty,  it  will  fall.  A do/^en  large  capital- 
ists, controlling  twenty  or  thirty  principal  banks  in  the  chief  cities,  can  make  money 
plenty  or  scarce  just  as  they  choose.  When  money  is  scarce  stocks  of  all  kinds  fall. 
The  confederates  buy  in  at  low  ^irices  ; loan  money  to  the  merchants  at  two  and  three 
per  cent  iier  month.  This  is  one  o2)eration.  The  next  movement  is  to  set  on  foot  the 
machinery  to  raise  stocks,  which  can  be  effected  by  permitting  the. banks  to  loan  money 
liberally  to  the  merchants  at  large.  Stocks  then  will  begin  to  rise  slowly  at  first,  but 
faster  and  faster  as  sjieculators  lead  the  way.  When  the  confederates  have  got  rid  of  all 
their  fancy  stocks  at  high  jirices  to  merchants  and  small  dealers,  or  anybody  not  in 
the  secret,  then  they  begin  secretly  jircjiare  for  a fall.  This  is  done  by  a general  and 
.simultaneous  curtailment  of  discounts  by  the  lianks,  which  soon  knocks  down  stocks, 
ruins  thousands,  aid  raises  the  value  of  money  two  and  tliree  i>or  cent  jier  month,  thus 
furnishing  always,  cither  falling  or  rising,  the  knowing  ones  an  02'>2;ortunity  to  make  at 
least  thirty  jier  cent  on  their  ca2)ital  the  year  round. 

“ This  is  truth,  and  we  seriou.sly  advise  young  merchants  and  dealers  to  bo  careful. 
Who  can  tell  but  at  this  very  moment  two  dozen  large  moneyed  men  in  our  commercial 
cities  have  not  alrea<ly  aj^tpointed  the  very  week,  day,  e^•en  the  hour,  when  a new  move- 
ment will  comiut'nee  which  will  knock  down  stocks  twenty  to  forty  jwu’  cent  a month? 
When  the  A-jiril  weather  is  jiarticularly  sweet  and  soft,  look  out  for  a storm  the  next  day.” 

f James  Brooks  was  liorn  in  Portland,  Maine,  in  November,  1810,  and  graduated  at 
Waterville  College.  He  was  for  a time  at  the  head  of  the  Latin  School  in  Portland. 
Finally  he  beciame  a regular  correspondent  at  Washington  for  several  nows’vai)crs  during 
the, .sessions  of  Congress.  In  183-o  he  was  a memher  of  the  IMaine  Legislature,  and  intro- 
duced into  that  body  tb.e  first  2>roposition  for  a railway  between  Portland.  ^Montreal,  and 
Quebec.  The  same  year  he  made  a pedestrian  tour  on  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the, 
British  Islands,  and  ])ublished  a series  of  deseriihive  letters  in  tlie  Portlaml  Ailn  rfis>  ;\ 
lie  establi.slied  the*  Neve  York  A'l-yi/'.'ss'  in  is.'ki.  In  18 1-7  lie  was  a member  of  the  New 
York  .\ssembly,  and  1810  to  l8o.3,  and  from  ISOd  until  his  death,  in  .-Vjjril,  1S73,  he  was  a 
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M-if  ill  the  puljlicatioii  of  the  paper.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  the 
JCrjn'fS.s  united  'with  the  old  I)a(hj  Advcrtl^^r^  ami  was  issued  hotli  as  a 
nr*niini^’  and  evening  paper.  It  paid  special  attention  to  shipping- 
nrws,  and  finally  a marked  feature  of  the  [)aper  was  a list  of  the  daily 
arrivals  at  the  piancipal  hotels,  lleeause  of  this  feature  the  Herald 
calle<l  it  the  I) rummer' h Gazette. 

In  its  fii-st  issue  the  announced  that  in  its  ])olitics  it  would  he 

“ decidedly  AVhig-.’’  While  the  American  oi-  Ivnow-Xothing  party 
was  cons])ieuous  it  was  an  adherent  and  champion  of  that  party. 
Finally  its  numerous  editions  issued  during  the  day  destroyed  its  char- 
acter as  a strict!}"  morning  news[)aper,  and  it  was  issued  in  FSOI-  as  the 
Krenhaj  Kvjrress.  By  junction  with  the  Krenhaj  Mad ^ in  1SS2,  it 
assumed  the  title  of  J^Iedd-E.rpress.  Soon  aftei-  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War  the  Eyprens  became  a Beniocratic  ]>aper,  and  so  it 
i-emains.  The  Brookses  v'ithdrew  from  it  several  years  ago.  Before 
they  retired  from  it,  it  had  assumed  the  popular  form  of  the  cheap 
])ress. ” Of  all  the  daily  blanket  sheets'’  ])ublished  when  \\\a.  E.rpreHR 
was  started,  only  it  (merged  with  the  Ereniuj  JAoV,  under  tlie  title  of 
The  Eeeiiinrj  hMall-Ej:j)reE)  and  the  Journal  of  Commerce  now  (18Sd) 
survive. 

We  have  observed  that  the  A"e\v  York  Mnenrixj  lie  raid  was  started 
upon  a nominal  cash  capital  of  and  that  for  a while  nearly  all 

editorial  service  was  performed  by  one  man — the  f()under.^’'  The 

niemher  of  Congress.  In  1871  ^Ir.  Drooks  iimde  a rapid  tour  around  tlie  world,  and  an 
account  of  it  was  published  in  a volume  entitled  ‘‘  A Seven  3Ionths’  Run  Up  and  Down 
and  Around  the  World.’' 

James  Brooks’s  brother  Erastus,  four  years  his  junior,  is  also  a native  of  Portland,  and 
a graduate  of  Brown  University.  He  was  a scdiool-teacher  and  editor  for  a while,  and 
became  associated  with  his  brother  in  the  Express  as  joint  editor  and  ]>roprietor.  He 
travelled  extensively  in  Europe  in  1843.  Ten  years  lator  he  was  a member  of  the  New 
York  State  Senate,  and  became  involved  in  a controversy  with  .trchbishoj*  ilugdies  in 
consequence  of  his  advocacy  of  a bill  divesting  Roman  (’atholic  bisho])S  of  the  title  to 
church  2’>roperty  in  real  estate. 

* James  Gordon  Bennett  was  born  in  Bantf'^hire,  Scotland,  in  September,  17tU),  and 
died  in  New  Y’ork  City  in  June,  1873.  His  jiarents  were  Roman  (kitholics,  and  intended 
the  son  for  the  2>riesthood.  In  1819  he  came  to  America,  taught  school  in  Halifax,  N.  S., 
a while,  and  reached  Boston  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  where  ho  engaged  in  i>roof- 
reading.  There  he  wrote  and  |:>ubiished  some  2>oems.  In  1822  he  was  engaged  on  the 
Charleston  Couriei'  (in  S^ianish  translator,  but  soon  came  to  Now  kork,  where  he  unsuc- 
cessfully tried  the  exjieriment  of  O2)oning  a commercial  school.  lie  became  a casual 
reporter  and  writer  for  the  newspajiers,  anil  fin;dly,  as  mentioned  in  the  text,  establislied 
the  New  York  It  was  the  first  daily  ]'»apcr  that  issued  a Sunday  edition.  Mr. 

Bennett  left  two  children — a son  and  d;iughter.  To  tlm  latter  he  beipteathed  the  UeniUi 
and  it  is  still  ^1883)  conducted  by  James  Gordon  Bennett,  Jr. 
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marvellous  increase  of  labor  and  ex]')enditure  in  the  field  of  journalism 
in  Xew  York  City,  and  jiroportionably  of  its  ]n’oducts,  since  that  tinn* 
—the  lapse  of  less  than  fifty  years— is  conspicuously  illustrated  by  tla* 
following  statement j rmule  by  the  able  editor  and  successful  ])ublisher 
of  the  Xew  York  newspaper,  Charles  A.  Dana.  The  Sini,  be  it 
remembered,  is  the  pioneer  of  the  cheap  ])ress,  and  at  the  time  the 
Herald  was  started  had  a daily  circulation  of  fotiO  copies.  This  stat(^- 
ment  was  inade  in  April,  1S83,  in  re3])onse  to  the  inquiry,  ‘‘  What  does 
it  cost  to  run  a first-class  Yew  York  newspaper  f ’ 

‘‘  A fiisit-rate  news])a])er  in  Yew  York  will  require  about  ten  edi- 
torial writers,  whose  daily  duty  it  is  to  furnish  leading  articles  and 
editorial  paragraphs,  ^lany  of  these  writers  have  their  special  duties, 
but  there  must  always  be  five  or  six  men  who  are  able  to  turn  their 
hands  to  subjects  of  any  description  as  they  happen  to  come  up.  A 
competent  writer  of  leaders  will  be  paid  from  8100  to  8100  per  ^veek, 
and  no  man  fit  to  su}>ervise  them  and  perform  the  functions  of  editor- 
in-chief  can  be  had  for  less  tlian  from  8150  to  8200  per  week.  The 
reporters  are  of  two  classes — fii*st,  those  of  the  regular  stall,  avIio  are 
paid  by  the  week  at  lutes  varying  from  82o  to  800.  These  perform 
not  only  the  routine  duties  of  re})orting,  but  are  always  prcqiared  to  be 
sent  off  iqion  special  service,  in  which  case  their  railroad  fares,  carriage 
hire,  hotel  bills,  and  other  expenses  are  paid  by  the  office. 

Then  there  are  a number  of  reporters  attached  to  each  paper  who 
are  paid  according  to  the  work  they  perform,  vrithout  having  any  ])i’e- 
scribed  functions,  and  who  must  hold  tliemselves  in  ]*eadiness  to  do 
whatever  may  be  necessary.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  are  men  of 
talent  and  learning,  and  in  time  will  make  their  way  into  the  front 
rank  as  writers  and  editors.  I know  men  who.  without  having  regular 
salaries,  average  from  85il  to  875  a week.  Of  these  two  classes  of 
reporters,  taken  together,  a first-rate  paper  must  enqiloy  about  fifty. 
Yext  tliere  are  the  corres])ondents,  l)otli  at  home  and  abroad,  and  these 
are  lilcewise  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  are  em])loyed  on  regular 
salaries  and  those  wdio  are  ]>aid  as  their  contrilmtions  are  printed.  In 
AVashington,  for  instance,  each  newspajier  has  need  both  of  regular 
correspondents  or  repoiders  and  of  occasional  contriliutors,  and  the 
different  jHipiu's  <liifer  as  to  the  res])ective  numbers  of  these  two  classes. 
In’ Albany  each  Yew  York  ]uiper  must  have  its  regular  statf  devoted  to 
its  service,  while  in  the  other  capitals  of  such  States  as  Yew  Jei'sey, 
Pennsylvania.  Ohio,  and  ^Massachusetts,  the  ])a])ers  are  sm’ved  by  occa- 
sional c<ni’('spondent>,  since  tiie  news  of  these  more  distent  p]a(*es  is, 
for  the  iiKjst  part,  nut  important  enough  in  Yew  York  to  be  constantly 
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n-| sorted  there.  In  Europe  also,  every  leading-  paper  has  its  reg-ular  list 

i.f  correspondents  in  the  chief  cities.  There  must  especially  he  a corre- 
s;H>mlent  in  Loudon  and  one  in  Paris  who  report  constantly  either  by 
5«>si  or  by  cable. 

‘•In  the  Sunday  edition  of  most  of  the  ]u-ominent  papers  of  Xew 
Voi-k  City  there  is  always  a cal)le  despatch  summing-  up  the  news  of 
the  week  and  reporting  interesting- ])olitical,  social,  artistic,  or  literary 
(‘Vents  on  Avhich  the  reporters  of  the  Associated  Press,  whose  telegrams 
are  forwarded  every  day,  do  not  ordinarily  dwell.  Thus  the  expenses 
of  the  sort  of  ])a]:)ers  Ave  are  considering  vary  for  the  most  ])art  mainly 
according  as  they  print  large  or  small  editions,  their  chief  difference 
being  in  their  consuni})tion  of  Avhite  ])aper.  Of  this  the  IRrald  uses 
more  than  any  other  journal.  On  Sunday  esjAecially  its  advertising 
sheets  are  many,  and  on  that  day  it  Avill  sometimes  |)rint  loU  columns 
of  adA^ertisements  alone,  so  that  the  amount  of  Avhite  paper  it  uses  is 
(‘iiormous. 

“ P>ut  apart  from  this  item,  the  expenses  of  one  of  these  papers  for 
the  editorial  department,  including  Avriters,  reporters,  and  corres})ond- 
eiits,  Avill  be  from  sLimaO  to  8aUU0  per  Aveek,  and  its  ordinaiy  telegra}di 
bills,  including  the  cost  of  special  cables  from  Europe,  will  average 
])erhaps  from  STbO  to  81<)0o  a Aveek  ; its  compositicAu  bills  Avill  Auiry 
from  §1000  to  §2000  ; its  publication  de})artment  AS’ill  cost  from  SPioO 
to  §2000  ; its  stereotyping  Avill  be  perha])s  §5oo,  and  its  miscellaneous 
expenses  from  §10oo  to  §20<aO,  making  a total  of  from  §0imm)  to  §12,o00 
a Aveek,  Of  course  these  figures  Avill  be  a little  less  in  dull  times,  Avheii 
tliere  is  little  telegraphing  and  no  occasion  for  special  expenditm-es,  than 
Avheii  there  is  a great  public  excitement,  such  as  a ]>i-esidenlial  cauAUiss 
or  a great  public  catastrophe,  Avhen  it  is  necessary  to  send  many  men 
out  and  spend  a great  deal  of  money  in  ol)taining  news  ; but  the  gen- 
eral aA^erage  Avill  be  about  Avhat  I IniA'c  stated.'’ 

Of  the  fifteen  daily  newspapers  juanted  in  New  lork  on  the  lii-st  of 
^lay,  1885,  or  less  than  fifty  years  ago,  one  oidy  (the  Sun)  had  a daily 
circulation  of  OOoo.  All  the  othem  Avei*e  far  below  5ooo.  and  <)ne  Avas 
not  nmre  than  5t')0.  It  aa'us  estimated,"  says  Hudson,  “ that  the 
a\‘erage  daily  circulaticAu  of  the  ‘ six])enny  sheets’  Avas  17^0  only. 
Xew  York  at  that  time  contained  a population  of  2T<>,<Hto. 

The  Xew  York  Wtrl'hj  dSL'irror  was  the  only  true  i-epre.MmtatiA'e  of 
the  literature  and  art  of  the  city  of  Xcav  5h)j‘k  at  the  beginning  of  this 
decade.  It  Avas  founded  in  1822  by  Sanimd  A\bK)dworth,  a printer  and 

* “ Journalism  in  the  rniteJ  States  from  1(‘»00  to  IST’i,” 


I'V  Frederic  Hudson,  p.  431. 
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poet,  and  Georo-c  V.  I\f orris,  a young  poet  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
It  very  soon  took  a high  position  as  a generous  ])atron  of  literature  and 
art,  and  attracted  to  its  colunms  the  choicest  contributions  fi-om 
authors,  artists,  iiud  musicians,  as  has  been  observed  in  a foi'iiier  clui})- 
ter.  It  held  this  lofty  position  for  twenty  years.  It  vras  a literary 
institution  of  the  country.  In  184-2  it  was  suspended,  but  was  revived 
the  next  year.  At  an  early  period  in  its  history  AVood worth  with- 
drew, and  X.  P.  AVillis  took  his  place. 

The  Famibj  Jirajaz/He  was  begun  in  the  city  of-Xew  York  in  1834, 
and  flourished  for  eight  years.  It  was  always  a paying  enteiprise,  but 
not  largely  so.  It  was  the  first  illustrated  magazine  published  in  this 
country.  Its  engravings  were  all  done  on  wood,  and  it  was  an  imitator 
of  the  London  Pemiy  ^[<>(jazhie. 

This  periodicad  was  estal  dished  by  the  Lev.  Origen  Lacheler,  who 
was  better  kno^vn  as  a book  canvasser  than  as  a preacher.  lie  edited 
and  published  tlie  work,  canvassing  for  sul)scribers  to  it,  and  receiving 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  one  year,  payable  in  advance,  for  each 
subscriber.  It  being  a.  novelty,  he  soon  obtained  a respectable  list  of 
subscribers. 

Finally,  its  circulation  did  not  increase,  and  having  no  capital, 
Bacheler  turned  the  publication  (wer  to  Justus  S.  Ledfleld,  the  stereo- 
typer  of  the  work,  wlio  was  his  principal  creditor.  Mr.  Ledheld 
assumed  its  publication  and  Bacheler  edited  it  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  soon  after  this  change. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Doane  succeeded  Bacheler  as  editor,  and  conducted  the 
magazine  for  several  years,  until  ap{)ointed  health,  officer  at  Quarantine, 
when  he  was  succeeded,  temporarily,  by  Thomas  Allen,  afterwai’d  the 
editor  of  the  J/a  at  ATaslungton,  and  who  more  recently 

ranked  among  the  railway  magnates  of  the  country.  In  184-0  Ben- 
son J.  Bossing  l>ecame  the  editor  of  the  magazine,  and  executed  the 
engravings  for  it.  It  was  discontinued  at  tlie  close  of  the  eighth 
volume. 

It  was  early  in  this  decad(^  that  tlie  two  most  extensive  jmlJishing 
houses  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  in  188,3  Ixgan  to  take  an  important 
position  in  the  realm  of  literatinn.  These  are  the  houses  of  Harper  A 
Brothers  and  l)aniel  Ap])letoii  A Company.  The  former  takes  prec- 
edence in  })oint  <;f  time,  that  of  Harper  A Brothers  beginning  business 
in  the  city  of  Yew  York  in  1817,  and  Daniel  Appleton  A Comjrmy  in 
1825.  Tlie  former  was  established  by  Jaimrs  and  John  Ilaiper,  sons  of 
a Long  Island  farm<‘r.  Both  had  hern  ap[n-(.‘ntices  to  dilferent  [jorson^ 
in  Yew  York  to  learn  the  art  of  [irinting. 


C j 

SI 

i 


■ -s; 


■ '.TTO'JMWr ■'•jnnr.lBi-,, . 


I - . 'lillrt'i-fii  V'!-!/ 


J I5i' 


■m 


I \^Vvuvii'\ 


K«i^^  .^r  n-ni^iakt^  i^MuilK-rrv;  M.^:T 

' ■'  «-•, , ,3:.  ■ \!ii  ;,-ii  'If -W3<U-t;i:,.J'3;.  » J v '‘‘^  v‘,‘ ' ' ■ 


vOTiiiJW^i'.' ' Tr.t5!n  ’Mr. . i >■  'tj':  im--’-  ^■.i■^^WJ'  -ioJ  oifi-,.,,^  . . 


;r  r/i  !>vr '!  •’•<;■■•<, wN7'  j-d^  - 

?v 


::y^ ■%&* 


;4 

^1 


j '«S*»  »•  rV-*'5-..'',:'\«,«  .fuSttk  ■•  ,4i 

■ sl>S7f^  wWt  «!  yJj^  ‘ 4^"^ 

..-^•■■.■^‘V:;^..  . ',.  -.ifj  mi  Vyah-ai  ■ - 


|ii  /iSiik.ii') 


FIHST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


2Sl 

AVIirn  the  brotliers  had  reached  manhood  tlioy  joined  interests  and 
ln‘iraii  business  for  tlieniselves  1)V  setting  up  a small. book  and  job  print- 
inir  ollice  in  Dover  Street,  in  New  York,  not  I’ar  from  the  great  estab- 
lishment of  Harper  A:  Hrothers  at  the  present  time.  It  was  an  auspi- 
cious time  for  them,  as  with  the  return  ot  prosperity  aft(U*  the  war  of 
IsIl^-15  there  was  a great  demand  for  books.  Evart  A.  Duyckinek 
\vas  then  a prosperous  bookseller  in  Xew  York,  and  lie  employed 
“ J.  ik  J.  Harper*’  to  ])rint  the  hrst  book  that  was  issued  fi'om  their 
press.  In  August,  ISIT,  they  delivered  to  him  two  thousand  copies  of 
a translation  of  Seneca's  ‘‘  IMorals,*’  which  they  liad  composed  ” and 
printed  with  their  own  hands.  In  the  winter  of  I '^IS  they  resolved  to 
]>rint  a book  on  their  own  account.  They  lirst  ascertained  from  lead- 
ing booksellers  how  many  copies  each  one  would  ]>urcliase  from  them  in 
sheets.  In  April  they  issued  live  hundrcMl  copies  of  a reprint  of  Locke’s 
‘‘ Essay  on  the  Human  L'nderstanding,*’  with  the  imprint  of  J.  & J. 
Harper. 

Jose])h  AYesley  and  Eletcher,  two  younger  l>rot]iers,  who  had  learned 
the  printer’s  trade  with  James  and  John,  became  })artnem  with  the 
elder  ones,  the  former  in  mid  the  latter  in  1S2J.  Then  was 

organized  the  firm  of  ‘‘Harper  ck  Brotheis,”  Avdiich  continued  forty- 
three  years  without  interruption,  when  the  senior  partner  of  the  house 
was  suddenly  separated  from  it  l>y  death.  ,I'he  bi’others  had  estali- 
lished  themselves  in  Clift  Street,  and  when  the  voungest  entered  the 
tirm  they  were  employing  fifty  })ei*sons  and  ten  hand-pi’esses.  This 
Avas  then  the  largest  printing  establishment  in  A^ew  York. 

At  the  end  of  nine  years  after  J.  A J.  Harper  began  business  they 
])urchased  the  building  on  Clitf  Street  in  Avhicli  they  were  established. 
They  began  to  stereotype  theii’  works  in  aiid  led  the  way  to  tlu‘ 

production  of  cheap  books  and  tlic  creation  of  a new  army  of  readem. 
They  continually  enlarged  their  business,  purchasing  building  after 
building  on  Clitf  Street,  and  had  (U’cetcMl  a tine  structure  on  I’ranklin 
Scjuare,  connecting  Avith  those  on  (litf  Stri^et  (altogether  niiu'  in  num- 
ber), Avhen,  at  midday  on  December  0,  IS.VL  the  Avhole  estiiblislinient 
Avas  laid  in  ashes,  the  tire  occurring  from  an  unfortunate  mistake  of  a 
])lumber  at  Avork  in  the  laiilding.  Tluhr  total  loss  Avas  very  lu'aA'v,  Imt 
Aoiry  soon  the  present  magnificent  structui’es  ai'ose  out  of  the  ruins. 
These  consist  of  an  imnumse  builJing  of  inm  on  Erankiin  Sipiaiv,  tiA*e 
stories  in  height,  Avith  cellar  and  subcellais  and  another  on  (’liff  Street, 
in. the  rear  of  the  Erankiin  Stpiare  edifice,  built  of  brick  and  six  stories 
in  height,  Avith  a basement  used  for  ])i’(\ss-work.  Tlu'se  buildingsare 
connected  by  iron  bridges  at  each  st(.)iy,  which  terniiuato  at  an  iron 
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sj)inil  staircn.se  in  a round  tower  in  the  centre  of  tlio  court  between  the 
two  main  structures. 

Ilai'per  A:  Jh'others'  establishment  is  thoj'ougiily  ecjiiipped  with  iin- 
])roved  machinerv  and  mat(n*ials  of  every  kind  for  cariying  on  the  pub- 
lishing busine.ss,  from  setting  up  the  type  from  manuscript  copy  ami 
stereotyping  to  tiie  tiiiishing  of  tlie  complete  l)Ook  for  the  reader. 
About  one  thousand  persrjns — men  and  women,  girls  and  boys — are‘ 
employed  in  the  establishment.  Besides  their  immense  issue  of  bound 
books  and  large  pamphlets,  under  tlie  title  of  the  '‘Franklin  Scpiare 
Library,”  they  ])ublish  four  illustrated  ])eriodicals.  In  1850  they 
began  the  publication  of  llari»  r s aVew  2[onfhbf  J[aijarchi‘\  which  has 
ever  since  held  the  [)Osition  of  a leader  among  the  periodical  literatiu’e 
of  the  day.  It  has  now  attained  a circulation  in  this  country  and  in 
England  of  nearly  2oo.oo()  co|)ies  a month.  IJurpers  an  illus- 
trated ])a  per,  was  begun  in  January,  1S5T  ; Harper  h a beauti- 

fully illustrated  re])ository  of  knowledge,  of  current  fashions,  and  gen- 
eral literature,  was  begun  late  in  1807,  and  Harper's  Yoiuaj  l^rnph\ 
an  illustrated  weekly  paper  of  smaller  dimensions  for  the  class  men- 
tioned in  its  title,  was  begun  in  Xovember,  1880. 

To  supply  the.se  ]ieriodicals  with  illustrations  they  have  an  art  depart- 
ment, com})o.sed  of  draughtsmen  and  many  engravers,  and  much  art 
w^ork  is  done  outside. 

The  four  l)rothers — dames,  John,  Joso])h  A'eslev,  and  Fletcher— 
have  })as.sed  from  among  the  living,  and  tlie  great  establislinient,  con- 
stantly increasing  in  the  bulk  and  prosjierity  of  business,  is  conducted 
by  five  sons  and  one  grandson  of  the  founders  of  the  liouse,  with  great 
ability  and  success.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  business 
of  the  great  publishing  house  it  may  be  stated  that  the  white  jiaper 
used  in  their  business  costs  over  s^otio  a day  for  every  working  day  in 
the  year.  The  four  brotliers  were  born  at  Xewtown,  L.  I.  James 
was  born  on  the  Ibth  of  April,  17J5,  and  died  on  tlie  r^Ttli  of  Alarch, 
LSbP.  He  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  John 
was  born  on  the  ‘28d  of  January,  1?J7,  and  died  on  the  22d  of  April, 
1875.  Jose[)h  Wesley  was  liorn  on  the  25th  of  December,  18ol.  and 
died  February  11,  l87<>.  Fletcher  was  born  on  the  Jlst  cf  January, 
1S0(),  and  died  on  the  20th  of  Alay,  1877. 

The  ])ublishing  house  of  Daniel  A]>})leton  6c  C'ompany  was  founded 
in  1825.  The  founder,  Daniel  Appleton,  whose  name  is  still  retained 
in  the  linn,  was  a native  of  llaveihilh  .Massachusetts,  and  was  born 
Decembm’  lo,  17>5.  Tlnu’c  h('  bugaii  his  business  life  as  a riUail  mer- 
chant. Afterwai'd  \i<:  was  a tlealer  in  dry  g<M)ds  in  Bost<>n,  and  in  D25 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1S30- 1840. 


Iu‘  w'i'Tit  to  Xew  York  foi’  the  ]nirjioso  of  engaging  in  tlie  bor>k  trade, 
ill*  opened  a store  in  Exchange  Place,  then  a fashionable  section  of  tlie 
husiness  of  the  city,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  elegant  private  residences. 
He  dealt  chielly  in  foreign  books,  and  catered  to  the  best  literary  taste 
of  the  day. 

The  bi’other-in-law  of  !Mr.  Appleton,  Jonathan  Leavitt,  a skilful 
bookbinder,  joined  him  in  business  under  terms  of  a partnershi[)  limited 
to  live  years.  The  store  and  bindery  were  subse(|uently  removed  to 
Proadway,  corner  of  John  Street,  where  the  bookselling  department 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  i\[r.  Appleton's  son,  William  11.  Ap])leton, 
the  present  head  of  the  house.  On  the  expiration  of  the  partnership  of 
A])pleton  & Leavitt,  in  183o,  iMr.  Appleton  withdrew  and  established 
himself  as  a bookseller  in  Clinton  flail,  on  Peekman  Street,  between 
A^assau  Street  and  Theatre  Alley. 

^Ir.  Appleton  had  been  very  succes.sful  in  his  undertakings,  and  novr 
he  determined  to  venture  upon  the  career  of  a ]niblisher.  The  first 
book  bearing  his  im])rint  was  a small  volume  of  PilJe  texts,  entitled, 
“ Crumbs  from  the  blaster’s  Table  ; or  Select  Sentences,  Doctrinal, 
Practical,  and  Experimental,"  by  W.  Atason.  It  Avas  only  three  inches 
s(piare  and  half  an  inch  thick,  and  contained  oidy  llO  pages.  It  ga\'e 
the  firm  great  anxiety,  but  about  one  tliousand  copies  Avei-e  sold.  The 
‘‘  Crumbs'”  Avas  followed  by  tAvo  othei*  small  religious  books,  the  last 
one  in  1S32,  the  year  Avhen  the  city  of  A^oav  York  and  other  ])laces 
Avere  dreadfully  ravaged  by  the  cholera.  The  book  aauis  entitled,  “A 
Pefuge  in  Time  of  Plague  and  Pestilence.”  It  Avas  |)ublished  at  an 
auspicious  moment,  for  ihe  ])ul)lic  mistook  it  for  a treatise  on  cholera, 
and  it  had  an  enormous  sale. 

Air.  Appleton  did  not  venture  largely  into  the  publishing  business  for 
a long  time.  English  and  German  books  sold  readily,  and  he  made  the 
importation  and  sale  of  them  a specialty.  In  IS;ir)  AV.  IL  A[)pleton, 
then  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Avas  sent  to  England  and  Germany  to 
look  after  importing  intei'ests  there,  and  soon  aftenvard  a.  London 
branch  of  the  house  Avas  establislnMl,  and  has  been  continued  cA'er  since. 

In  1838  ATilliam  II.  Appleton  Invame  the  Inisiness  ])artii<*r  of  his 
father.  The  store  aauis  then  remoAaal  to  Ao.  roo  Proa<lway.  Ten 
years  later  the  founder  of  the  house  ndired  from  business,  and  died  in 
Ahnv’ AYrk  a few  months  aftenvard.  That  event  oecurred  on  Alareh 
27,  1849.  lie  had  expressed  a desire  that  his  name  might  Ix^  connected 
Avith  the  house  as  long  as  possil)le.  for  he  had  a,  clear  perce])tion  of  its 
future'  groAvth,  and  lu'  Avas  proud  <J'  tlie  jirospcroiis  estalili.-liuamt  which 

he  had  founded.  His  son  promised  him  that  no  note  or  check  of  the 
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finn  should  ever  he  signed,  while  he  lived,  without  the  full  luune, 
Daniel  Ap|)leton  Company.  That  promise  has  been  sacredly  ke}>t. 

Mr.  Ap})leton  was  a conspicuously  honorable  and  honest  man,  and 
despised  mean  things.  He  was  sometimes  reticent  and  often  a littlt.^ 
brusque  in  his  intercourse  with  men,  but  lie  possessed  a kind  anil 
genial  nature,  true  courtesy,  and  many  line  personal  qualities,  which 
endeared  him  to  his  family  and  friends. 

xVfter  Mr.  Appleton's  deatli  the  house  was  reorganized  witli  ’William 
II.  Appleton  at  the  head,  and  his  brothers  John  A.  and  Daniel  Sidney 
associated  with  him  as  partners.  The  business  of  the  establishment 
increased  rapidly.  They  imported  books,  they  published  books,  and 
they  sold  books  with  ever-increasing  expansion  of  their  business.  Their 
list  of  publications  soon  included  all  the  standard  works  of  American 
and  foreign  authors. 

AVith  the  northward  extension  of  the  city  the  house  of  Daniel 
Appleton  ik  C'ompany  has  gradually  moved  up  to'.vn  until,  after  five 
removals  after  leaving  Xo.  :1UU  Broadway,  it  now  seems  permanently 
located  in  a spacious  l)uilding,  six  stories  in  height,  at  Xos.  1,  3,  and  5 
Bond  Street,  near  Broadway.  Of  this  building  the  Appletons  occupy 
two  floors  and  two  basements.  The  retail  business  of  the  house  was 
abandoned  Avhen  they  took  ]mssession  of  the  lU'esent  premises  in  ISSo. 

In  1805  George  S.  A|)pleton,  a In’other  of  the  otlier  members  of  the 
firm,  came  into  the  partnership.  His  exquisite  taste  and  deep  interest 
in  art  caused  the  house  toundeitake  beautifully  illustrated  books,  which 
soon  became  a marked  feature  of  their  publications.  He  died  in  ISIS. 
In  July,  1881,  anotlier  brother  and  member  of  the  firm,  John  A. 
Appleton,  departed  this  life.  Of  him  it  miglit  be  ti'uthfully  said,  iu 
the  beautiful  words  of  Halleck  : 

“ None  knew  him  hut  to  love  him. 

None  named  him  hut  to  praise.” 

The  membom  of  th(‘  firm  now  088:1)  are  AV.  H.  Appleton,  Daniel  S. 
Appleton,  AVilliam  Mb  Appleton  (son  of  W,  H.  A])pleton),  and  Daniel, 
son  of  the  late  John  A.  A])|)leton. 

The  ])ublications  of  the  Appletons  now  embrace  the  whole  range  of 
human  knowlcalum.  from  the  small  text-book  and  milwav  miide  to  the 

I o 

most  elaborate  and  abstruse  ])hilosophical  treatise.  Some  of  their  pub- 
lications arc  superb  specimens  of  art.  The  most  costly  publications  are 
undertaken  without  hesitation,  caution  and  enter]u*ise  going  hand  in 
liand  in  tlalr  mode  of  conducting  business.  Their  ventures,  as  a rule, 
have  been  successful. 
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In  order  to  give  nii  idea  of  the  extent  of  tlie  businerfs  of  tliis  estab- 
iisliment  it  may  be  stated  that  the  cost  of  the  wliite  |)a])er  alone 
re([uired  for  their  use  averages  fully  slOUO  for  each  working  day  in  the 
year. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  a consideration  of  some  of  the  most  im})ortant 
current  events  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  during  the  111*84  decade. 
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CIIAPTEK  XY. 


HE  long--siippre?sed  discontent  of  tlie  people  of  France  under  the 


rule  of  their  Bourbon  king,  Charles  X.,  finally  led  to  a short, 
sliarp,  and  decisive  revolution  that  overturned  a dynasty  forever.  The 
people  laid  observed  vith  uneasiness  the  gradual  abridgment  of  their 
liberties,  and  the  silent  but  sure  growth  of  absolutism  fostered  by  the 
monarch.  He  was  not  only  disposed  to  lie  tyrannical,  but  was  faith- 
less. His  promises  were  made  Avith  an  evident  intention  to  violate 
them.  In  ]\[arch,  1S30,  the  king  made  a threatening  speech  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  In  July  he  signed  an  ordinance  to  put 
an  end  to  the  freedom  of  tlie  ])ress,  and  dissolved  a recently  elected 
Chamber  of  Dejnities.  These  acts  unloosed  the  pent-up  tempest  of 
popular  indignation.  The  people  of  Paris  flew  to  arms  and  drove  the 
monarch  from  his  throne,  and  Louis  Philippe,  Duke  of  Orleans,  Avas 
seated  in  his  })lace. 

This  reA'olution,  so  siieedily  and  so  eflectually  accomplished,  enlisted 
the  sympathies  of  all  lovei-s  of  freedom.  It  especially  stirred  the  feel- 
ings of  the  American  people,  for  it  Avas  the  fruit  of  their  own  acts  in 
the  past  and  in  the  ])resent.  Xor  could  that  sympathy  be  confined  to 
mere  emotions  and  Avords  ; it  iinaliy  culminated  in  a grand  public 
demonstration  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  in  the  autumn  of  1S30. 

A meeting  Avas  held  at  the  YYstchester  House,  on  October  5th, 
1830,  at  Avhich  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

‘‘AV'.ve/m/,  That  tills  meeting  cannot  but  exjiress  their  admiration 
and  esteem  for  the  braA'e  and  mau’nanimous  (huhm-  of  their  brother 
mechanics  and  woihingmen  of  Paris,  Avho,  rising  in  their  strength, 
regardless  of  consetjmmces  to  themselves,  nobly  burst  asunder  the 
chains  which  an  ignoi’ant  and  Ingoted  aristocracy  had  forged  tc  subvert 
the  rights  and  liberti«\s  of  France." 

These  Avorkingmen  had  come  together  for  the  avowed  puipose  <;f 
taking  into  conside!*ation  the  “ pro])riety  of  celebrating  the  late  gloiL 
oiis  reAmlution  in  Ei-ance."  .Vfter  adopting  the  abovciArsolution,  thev 
appointed  a committci'  composed  (»f  oiu'  from  (rich  wai*d  to  “ prepaiA^ 
an  address  and  a call  for  a public  meeting,  for  the*  ])ur])<>se  of  congratu- 
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iai  i nil' the  ‘ glorious  Purisiiiu  populace’  on  the  liappy  ri'sult  of  tlieir 
>;-,h!e  devotion  and  saeritices  to  the  cause  of  the  liberties  of  maidv'ind.” 

At  a meeting  lield  on  ATovember  S it  ^vas  resolvc'd  to  divest  tlie 
iuTair  of  all  party  feeling,  and  the  committee  was  iu(a-eas(Ml  by  the 
addition  of  the  names  of  iiliout  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens.  This  new  list  of  committeemen  was  heiided  l)y  the 
mayor,  AValter  Ilowne,  and  follo^ved  by  such  welld^uown  men  as 
(i('ueral  Lamb,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  AF.  AF.  Xoah,  George  I).  Strong, 
John  Haggerty,  General  AForton,  Gideon  J.  Tucker,  Campbell  Ik 
^Vhite,  Francis  B.  Cutting,  C.  C.  Cambreling,  ex-Pi'esident  James 
.Monroe,  John  I,  AFumford,  George  P.  kForris,  Isaac  Wel)b,  Clarkson 
Ci’olius,  Henry  Hone,  Albert  Gallatin, S.  L.  Gouv'ei’neur,  Thomas 
11.  I.eggett,  Charles  O'Conor,  Fitz-Greenc  Halleck,  Alfred  S.  Pell, 
James  AVatson  AMebb,  Samuel  Swaitavout,  Philip  Hone,  Henry  Eck- 
ford,  Eichard  Eiker,  Jacob  Lorillard,  Commodore  Chaiinccy,  Gideon 
Lee,  Colonel  Trumlmll,  Eembrandt  Peale,  Judge  T.  J.  Oakley,  Clarkson 
Crolius,  Jr.,  Stephen  A^an  Eensselaer,  AForgan  Lewis,  (’omfort  Sands, 
Governor  Abates,  Colonel  ATirick,  Charles  Xing,  and  others.  These 
men  all  accepted  the  ])osition  and  joined  lieartily  in  the  celebration  and 
in  ])reparations  for  it. 

It  was  resolved  to  hold  the  celel)ration  on  Xovember  25,  tlie  anni- 
versary of  the  evacuation  of  Aew  AArk  by  the  British.  A meeting 
was  called  at  Tanmiany  Hall  on  the  12th,  at  which  ex-President 

* Albert  Gallatin,  liL.D.,  "u-as  a native  of  Switzerland,  born  in  Geneva  in  January, 
17G1,  and  left  an  orplian.  at  an  early  age.  He  graduated  at  the  Uiuver.sity  of  Geneva  in 
1779.  Like  Lafayette,  lie  sympathized  with  the  Americans,  sailed  for  L’oston  in  1780, 
offered  Ins  services  to  the  .Viuericans,  and  was  })laced  in  command  <>f  the  fort  at  Passama- 
quoddy.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace  he  became  a tutor  of  French  in  llar\ard  College. 
Receiving  liis  patrimony  in  1784,  he  invested  it  in  lands  in  Virginia  and  Peimyslvania, 
settled  on  the  banks  of  the  IHonongahela,  and  engaged  in  agri(‘nlturo.  In  17s9  he  was  a 
member  of  the  constitutionrd  converdion  of  reniisylvania,  and  of  the  State  Legislature 
in  1790-92.  He  took  part  in  the  V/hiskey  Insurrection  in  1794,  and  assisted  in  tlie  set- 
tlement of  the  ditficulty.  From  1795  to  1801  he  was  a memlHU-  of  Congress.  In  the  latter 
year  President  Jefferson  called  him  to  his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
office  he  tilled  with  great  ability  until  1813,  when  he  v.-as  sent  on  a mission  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. He  was  one  of  the  American  commissiomu-s  who  negotiated  a treaty  of  peace  at 
Ghent  in  1814.  Gallati7i  was  United  States  minister  at  the  Preiieh  court  f’*om  1815  till 
1823,  and  went  on  special  missions  elsewhere.  Returning  to  America,  he  made  New 
York  (’ity  his  future  residence,  and  died  there  in  August.  1.849.  There  lie  devoted  him- 
self to  literature  and  philosophical  and  histiwical  studies.  He  In'came  much  interested 
in  the  study  of  the  philology  and  ethnology  of  the  North  American  Indians,  and  was  the 
founder  and  first  president  of  the  American  Ethnological  Society.  In  18  Id  iMr.  Gallatin 
was  chosen  juaesidenr  of  the  Ne-w  York  1 1 i^t()rie:ll  Sociigy,  and  li.4d  tiiat  position  until 
his  death.  Mr.  Gaiiutm  was  one  of  the  ablest  linauciers  of  his  time. 
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Monroe  presided,  assisted  by  Thomas  llertell.  Mayor  Ttowne,  and 
Albert  Gallatin  as  vice-presidents,  and  Daniel  Jackson  and  ^[.  Noah 
secretaries.  The  great  hall  Avas  ]>acked  with  men.  The  venerable 
President  was  in  feeblt' health  died  a few  months  afterward),  but 
])resided  with  dignity,  and  made  a patriotic  s[>eech  on  the  occasion, 
dwelling  largel}'  upon  the  character  of  Lafayette,  Avho  had  been  so 
conspicuous  in  the  Pe volution  in  America,  and  had  borne  such  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  revolution  they  Avere  about  to  celebrate. 

At  this  meeting  the  general  arrangements  Avere  made.  It  Avas 
resol\YHl  to  invite  the  participation  in  the  celebi’ation  of  tlie  mayor  and 
common  council,  the  judges,  charitable  and  literary  societies,  mechani- 
cal and  scientilic  associations,  the  ])resident,  faculty,  and  students  of 
Columbia  College,  the  scholars  of  the  public  schools,  the  uniformed 
tuilitia  companies  of  the  city,  and  the  natiA'cs  of  France.  For  each  of 
these  objects  a committee  of  seven  was  ap])ointed.  A committee  Avas 
also  ap])ointed  to  ])rc})ar('  an  address  to  the  French  people,  also  a com- 
mittee to  select  an  oratoi*  and  a grand  marshal.  Tliere  Avas  a committee 
of  fifty  persons  a])pointed  as  a general  executi\'e  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, of  AA'hicli  Phili[)  Hone  Avas  chairman. 

. The  chairman  of  the  committee  to  select  an  orator  Avas  Milliam  ]M. 
Price  ; to  receiA'c  deputations  from  mechanics'  societies,  Ivobert 
Malker  ; to  receive  de])utations  fi*om  colleges  and  public  schools, 
Samuel  Stevens  ; to  select  a grand  ]nai*shal,  AndrcAv  Jackson  ; to  ])re- 
pare  an  address  to  the  French  people,  Tliomas  llertell  : of  the  music 
committee,  George  P.  ]\rorris  : to  confer  Avith  the  military,  Janies 
Matson  M ebb. 

Invitations  to  participate  Avere  ext(mde<l  to  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
to  United  States  otlicers  ot  the  PeA'olution  and  of  the  late  Avai*,  to  the 
superintendent,  faculty,  and  cadets  of  the  Mest  Point  Military  Acad- 
emy, to  the  corpoirdion  of  tlie  village  of  Ih’ooklyn,”  and  various 
other  bodies  Avho  were  specially  indicated.  Among  the  A’eterans  of  the 
Pevolution  Avas  Fnoch  Crosby,  the  oj’iginal  of  C(X)})er's  ‘‘  Spy.” 

Samuel  L.  Gouvermnir  (son-in-hiw  of  ex-President  IMonroe)  Avas 
chosen  to  be  tlie  orator  ot  tlu'  day,  ami  Samuel  Swartwout,  the  grand 
marshal,  Avith  twenty-one  ai<ls.  The  dress  of  the  cliief  marshal  and 
his  aids  was  prescribed  as  follows  : Plue  coat,  Avith  Avhite  facings  and 
gilt  buttons  ; ])u(f  A'est,  Avith  ])lain  gilt  buttons  ; Avhite  pantaloons  ; 
ciiapeau-de-bras,  tricoku'ed  cockade,  and  ])lume  : tricolored  scarfs  ; 
tricolored  badge,  Avith  the  stri])es  of  the  United  States  Hag  to  be  Avorn 
on  each  lajud  *,  di*ess  sword  and  gilt  spin's. 

A number  of  French  residents  olfei'ial  their  si'rvices  as  an  escort  for 
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iho  pfnmd  marshal,  and  were  accepted,  and  many  of  the  natives  of 
I-’i'ance  prepared  to  ])artici])ate  in  tlie  grand  fetce 

As  the  ap|)ointed  day  a[)})roached,  the  military,  hremen,  exempt  lire- 
men,  fire-wardens,  college  students,  piijiils  of  scl tools,  various  societies, 
the  ])rofessions  and  trades,  Avere  active  in.  preparations  foi*  the  grand 
event.  Flags  and  l.tanners,  Ixidges  and  c‘oekades,  scarfs  and  I'osettes, 
the  tricolor  rose  everywhere  and  on  everything,  Avere  made  ready. 

The  autumn  Avas  A’ery  mild.  Tlie  Indian  summer  had  made  its  ad- 
A*ent  early,  and  with  its  delicious  haze,  its  halmy  tem])erature,  and  its 
fading  glories  among  the  trees,  the  Aunes,  and  the  flowers,  had  given 
its  full  measure  of  enjoAunent  to  the  toAvn  and  country  Itefore  the 
momentous  day  arrived.  When  it  arrived  the  weatlun*  Avas  Axry  in- 
clement, and  the  celel)ration  Avas  ])ostponed  until  the  next  day  by  the 
display  of  a red  flag  ipwn  tlie  City  Hall,  at  Xililo’s,  at  Castle  Garden, 
at  the  Washington  Parade-Ground,  and  at  the  Liberty  Pole  in  Grand 
Street,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  storm  Avas  over  before  the  dawn  of  the  mUh.  The  sky  Avas  cov- 
ered Avitli  gray  clouds,  and  the  atmosphere  Avas  bleak  and  chilly.  Be- 
fore sunrise  the  notes  of  })reparation  for  tlie  celebration  that  day  Avere 
heard  on  every  si<le,  and  at  nine  o'clock  the  procession  began  to  form 
at  the  Battery.  AVhen  everything  Avas  in  readiness  it  moA’ed  U]')  Broad- 
Avay  to  the  Washington  Parade-Ground  (hoav  Ahishington  Sqiufi’e), 
AA'here  certain  ceremonies  Avere  to  be  held. 

The  procession  was  led  by  a s(|uadron  of  cavahw  elegantly  uniformed. 
These  Avere  followed  by  the  grand  marshal  and  liis  aids,  and  eiglit 
French  gentlemen  Avearing  the  beautiful  unifonn  of  the  Xational 
Guards  of  France,  as  the  marshal's  escort.  These  were  all  on  horse- 
back. Following  them  Avas  a barouclie  containing  the  orator  of  the 
day  and  the  reader  of  the  address  to  the  French  people.  Fx- President 
Monroe  Avas  exjiected  to  occupy  a seat  in  this  vihiicle,  but  the  feeble 
state  of  his  health  forbade  it,  and  he  joined  the  proctssion  Avhen  it 
approached  the  ])arade-ground.  Other  vehich^s  followed  Innring  com- 
mitteemen, ollicers  of  the  city  government,  members  of  ('ongress  and 
tlie  State  Legislature,  judges  of  the  Xational  and  State  courts,  foi-eign 
ministers  and  consuls,  and  the  Xew  York  (’hamber  of  C'ommer(.*e. 

In  a barouche  Avas  Anthony  Glenn,  a naval  otlicer  of  the  Bevolution, 
Avith  DaAud  Williams,  one  of  the  (ai}>tors  of  Andiv  : Enoch  (‘rosby,  the 
patriotic  spy  of  the  Revolution,  ” and  Alexandei*  Whaley,  one  of  the 

* Enoch  Croshy  a witness  in  a court  of  justice  in  N<  w A'ork  in  IS’27.  ami  was  rcoopj- 
nized  by  an  old  gentleman,  who  introduced  him  to  Ujc  :mdit.  nco  as  the  original  oi  C’oooer’s 
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famous  Boston  tea-part C'aptain  Glenn  bore  aloft  unfurled  the  iden- 
tical standard  which  was  hoisted  by  him  on  the  llagstatf  at  the  Battery 
or  h'ort  George  on  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British  on  the  2eth 
of  Xovember,  17b3.  By  his  side  rode  John  Van  Arsdale,  who,  when 
young,  pulled  down  the  Jfritish  flag  from  the  same  stall’  on  that  momen- 
tous occasion,  jle  received  the  halyards  from  Captain  Glenn  when  he 
raised  the  old  flag  aloft. 

The  bulk  of  the  grand  procession  Avas  made  up  of  the  faculty  and 
students  of  Columbia  College  bearing  a medallion  likeness  of  Lafayette, 
Avitii  the  legend  in  Greek,  “ The  glory  of  this  man  shall  be  fore\mr 
the  members  of  Aairious  professions — law,  medicine,  science,  and  litera- 
ture ; oilicers  of  the  army  and  na\'y,  and  a \aist  array  of  members  of 
the  A'arious  trades  ]>ursued  in  the  city.  These,  Avith  a])[)i‘opriate  and 
elegant  Innners,  made  a most  attractiA^e  display.  Among  these  the 
printers  and  type-founders  and  persons  connected  Avith  tlic  Xew  York 
press  in  every  capacity  took  the  lead,  preceded  by  a beautiful  banner 
displaying  a picture  of  a Clymer  printing-press.  Their  marshal  Avas 
the  ATmeraljle  John  Lang,  Avho  had  been  connected  Avitli  tlie  press 
more  than  forty  years. 

The  lire  department,  Avhich  turned  out  in  full  force,  Avas  under  the 
direction  of  James  Gulick.  The  Xcav  York  ])ilots  made  a line  dis})lay, 
haAung  a car  bearing  a representation  of  a French  ship-of-A\avr.  The 
cartmen  of  the  city  numbered  about  three  hundred.  They  Avere  in 
Avhite  frocks,  wearing  on  their  left  breast  a tricolored  cockade  and  a 
badge  ])rinted  on  white  satin. 

There  Avas  a grand  display  of  the  military  organizations  of  the  city 
in  the  ])rocession,  under  the  command  of  the  A^enci‘able  General  Jacob 
klorton.  On  his  stall’  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrew  AYarner,  Avho  is 
now  (ISSJ)  and  has  i)een  for  mauA'  vears  the  recording’  secretaiw  of  the 
XcAv  ^ ork  Historical  l^ociety.  All  the  other  members  of  General 
^[orton's  stair  on  that  occasion  are  dead. 

A stage  had  l)cen  erecttal  near  the  centre  of  A\hishington  Barade- 
(iround.  Ex-President  Monroe,  avIio  had  consenteJ  to  preside  on  the 
occasion,  with  the  omtor  of  tlie  day  and  others,  awaited  the  arriAad  of 
the  procession  at  the  house  of  Colonel  J.  B.  Hurray,  near  by.  kloni’ot' 
Avas  then  taken  in  a,  barouche  to  the  stage,  where  the  Chairmakers’ 
Association  ])resented  him  Avith  an  elegant  aiau-chair,  made  during  the 

Harvey  Birch  in  his  novel  of  “ The  Spy.”  The  f;K?t  was  noised  abroad.  'Htc  Snij,  dram- 
atized. was  in  course  of  performance  at  one  of  the  theatres.  Crosby  was  invited  to 
attend.  His  a.a'cptance  was  uniionncial,  and  that  evening  a crowded  andieiiee  greeted 
the  old  .soldier. 
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|*roL,n*(‘Ss  of  tlie  precision.  Tliis  the  venemhle  statesman  occu}>ied  on 
I he  ()c('asion. 

After  a ])rayer  ])V  the  Itev.  Richard  A^aiick  Dey,  tlie  a<ldress  to  the 
Fi'ench  [)eople  was  read  by  AVilliam  M.  Price,  when  Samuel  L.  Gouver- 
mmr  was  introduced  as  the  orator  of  tlie  day,  who  pronounced  a most 
interesting  address  to  the  vast  throng  before  him.  Tlie  oration  was 
followed  by  the  singing  of  an  a]>[)ropriate  ode  written  1yv  Samuel 
Woodworth  for  the  occasion,  by  the  entire  liand  of  choristers  attached 
to  the  Park  Theatre,  led  by  Mv.  E.  Richings. 

When  the  music  ceased  a tricoloi*ed  Hag  which  had  been  borne  in  the 
procession  was  jiresented,  on  behalf  of  the  natives  of  France  i-esident  in 
tlu‘.  city  of  Xew  York,  to  the  First  Division  of  Xew  York  State  Artil- 
lery, commanded  by  General  TIorton.  Then  the  ^farseillaise  Hymn 
ivas  sung  by  the  choir,  and  the  vast  audience  joined  in  the  stirring 
chorus.  The  brilliant  affair  at  the  Washington  I Tirade- Ground  was 
closed  at  three  o'clock  by  a/e//  /c/eY  by  the  military. 

The  day  will  long  live  in  story,''  said  the  Xew  York  Courlrr  and 
Enquirer  the  next  morning,  ‘‘  and  fill  up  many  a pleasant  hour  when 
the  children  of  ISeO,  in  the  winter  of  fJmir  day,  shall  speak  of  the 
events  in  olden  times,  among  the  least  interesting  of  \vhich  shall  lujt  lie 
numbered  the  celebration  of  the  Revolution  of  h' ranee  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York.”  It  is  for  the  pur[)ose  of  awakening  in  the  memory  of  the 

children  of  ISoO*’  a vivid  recollection  of  the  event  which  stirred  the 
lieart  of  the  great  city  fifty  years  ago,  and  to  tell  to  their  children, 
in  a few  simple  woi‘ds,  how  the  bosoms  of  their  fathers  glowed  with 
patriotic  emotion  because  of  the  trium})h  of  liberty  beyond  the  sea, 
that  tins  record  has  l)cen  made  hei'e. 

In  commemoration  of  Evacuation  Day  and  the  Revolution  in  France 
banquets  were  partaken  of  in  the  evening  in  several  wards,  the  work- 
ingmen and  the  Literary  Association  of  the  Friends  of  Indaiid  at 
Tammany  Hall,  at  all  of  which  th<‘re  was  great  hilarity,  speech-making, 
and  singing  of  songs  or  odes  foi’  the  occasion,  while  there  were  s})ecially 
appropriate  ])erformances  at  the  thratins. 

'This  decade  is  a remarkable  ])ei’iod  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Xew 
York  for  the  successful  introduction  of  a new  system  of  treatment  of 
diseases — a system  founded  u])on  the  positive  kno^vledge  of  tlu'  scimice 
of  plivsiologv  (The  liasis  of  all  rational  medicine),  which  has  b/mn  de- 
veloped vdtliin  the  last  thi-ee  fourths  of  a century  ; a system  which  has 
contributed  largely  in  effecting  a radical  reform  in  the  practice  of  the 
healing  art  of  evvwy  school. 

Previous  to  this  period  "the  practice  of  lha  art,  here  and  there/’ 
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says  ,Di*.  Gray,  'G-onsisted,  with  no  really  scientific  exceptions,  in  a. 
heroic  conil)at  with  two  mythical  demons  of  medicine,  the  strong  and 
the  weak — inllammation  and  debility— by  means  of  emetics,  cathartics, 
venesections,  vesicatories,  sedatives,  tonics,  and  stimulants.  The 
‘principles’  upon  which  this  territic  practice  was  founded  were  all 
deduced  from  the  poor  liasis  of  the  jihysiology  of  the  last  century  : and 
that,  without  having  interrogated  this  [ihvsiology  as  to  the  real  ])owei-s 
of  the  vast  drugap|)aratus  they  used,  either  specific  and  direct,  or  reac- 
tion and  revolutionjiry.  ^S’othing  was  scientifically  known  of  the  action 
of  any  cU*ug,  by  any  physiological  test  : none  other  than  the  little 
derived  from  its  enijiirical  use  in  disease,  and  from  the  scai’city  and 
unarranged  memoranda  of  toxicology.  . . . But  the  profession, 

even  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating,  were,  as  their  literatuiv 
now  and  then  discloses,  l)v  no  means  satisfied  with  the  uncertain  prin- 
ciples and  distinctive  processes  of  their  therapeutics  ; there  Vv^ere  not 
^vanting  in  all  countries  men  who  looked  for  as  great  and  radical  a 
reformation  in  the  healing  a.rt  as  had  already  occurred  in  the  sciences 
of  astronomy  and  chemistry,  or  as  great  a change  as  had  taken  ]>lace  in 
the  art  of  navigation.  2s early  all,  indeed,  outside  the  walls  of  mercan- 
tile cliques  and  colleges  were  discontented  with,  the  princi])les  evulgated 
in  medical  schools  and  l.u.)oks  ; but  not  looking  in  the  direction  of  phai’- 
macology  for  the  new  truths  waited  for,  each  earnest  man  repeated  tlu* 
old  method  of  excogitating  a new  theory,  or  of  compounding  an  eclectii^ 
art  from  the  multitude  of  extant  hypotheses.”  '''' 

In  the  fulness  of  time  a radical  and  learned  reformer  apjieared  in 
the  person  of  Samuel  Hahnemann,  an  eminent  German  physician  and 
philosopher,  wlio  S(j  early  as  IS  10  sounded  the  keynote  for  an  entirely 
new  method  in  medical  logic  by  the  publication  of  a treatise  styled 
‘‘  Organon  of  Jhitional  Thm-apeutics. ” lie  announced  the  idea  of 
forming  a materia,  medica  iqion  the  rational  process  of  patient  physio- 
logical tests  of  the  ])ow<m‘s  of  drugs.  So  soon  as  his  work  ap])eare»l 
many  persons  in  the  pi'ofession  and  votaries  of  science  joined  him  in 
making  his  ‘“drug  tests.”  lie  colh'cted  from  the  litei'ature  <h'  tin* 
profession  in  all  ages  the  scattered  fragments  denoting  the  purely 
])hysiological  ])ower  of  di'ugs,  and  combined  them  with  the  new  prov- 
ings. The.se  tests  extimded  over  a space  of  more  tlmn  a dozen  years, 
and  in  1S*21  he  completed  his  great  work  which  embodied  the  result  of 
all  res('arches  up  to  that  time,  entitled  Bure  Materia  ^balica.” 

The  system  tln^’i  introduct‘d  was  ternu'd  Homeopathy,  from  two 


* L.ivly  AiiniJs  of  Iloina'opatby  in  Now  York,”  by  John  F,  Gray,  YI.D. 
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(JriM'k  words  signifying  ‘‘ siinihir  suffering. ''  It  is  founded  on  the 
|.,-Ii»*f  that  medicines  have  the  power  of  curing  inoi’bid  conditions  simi- 
lar to  those  which  tliey  have  the  power  to  excite,  expressed  by  the 
W()!‘ds  ‘‘like  cures  like;”  in  otlier  Avords,  a disease  produced  in  a 
iicaitiiy  person  by  a substance  may  be  cured  by  administering  the  same 
substance  to  a }>atient  sutfering  from  the  same  disease. 

'J'his  was  not  a new  idea,  for  Hippocrates  gave  this  remarkable  prc- 
""scri])tion  for  mania  : ‘‘  GHe  the  patient  a draught  made  from  the  root 
«)f  mandrake,  ia  a .smaller  dose  than  sajh'dj'nt  to  hidi.nu^  hiaaiad'  And 
.Milton,  in  his  preface  to  **  Samson  Agonistes,”  says  ; “ In  physic, 
tilings  of  melancliolic  hue  and  quality  are  used  against  melancholy, 
sour  against  sour,  salt  to  remove  salt  humors,”  etc.  Ihit  to  liahne- 
mann  belongs  tlie  glory  of  ])ro])ounding  ami  enforcing  the  startling 
(lou'nia. 

o 

One  of  the  early  disciples  of  irahnemann  Avas  John  Gram,  a.  native 
of  boston.  Ilis  father,  a Dane,  emigrated  to  America,  at  the  close  of 
our  old  AAUir  for  independence.  He  mariied  an  American  wife,  and 
died  quite  young,  leacnug  two  or  three  children.  John  was  the  oldest, 
and  Avlieii  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  Avent  to  (A)[ienhagen, 
Denmark,  Avhere  he  Avas  furnished  Avith  a good  education  by  his  rela- 
tions, some  of  AAdioni  AA'ere  distinguished  in  public  life.  He  studied 
medicine,  obtained  a lucrative  ])ractice  in  Copenhagen,  acHpiired  a com- 
petent fortune,  and  ha\nng  tested  Hahnemanirs  method  and  become  an 
enthusiastic  com'-ert,  he  came  to  liis  uatiAm  land,  after  an  alisence  of 
about  tAAmnty  yeai's.  He  gaA*e  up  a lucrative  ]n*actice  in  Copenhagen, 
and  landed  in  Xcav  York  an  avoAved  apostle  of  the  new  faith. 

Dr.  Gram  translated  one  of  Hahnemann's  most  powerful  essays. 
‘‘  The  Spirit  of  Homceopathy,”  printed  it,  and  scattered  it  Avidely  and 
gratuitously  among  the  medical  profession  in  this  country,  especually  m 
the  city  of  Acav  York.  His  imperfect  use  of  the  English  language 
and  the  diliiculty  of  con\mying  scientific  knoAvledge  from  (ierman  into 
English  caused  his  pamphlet  to  lie  unap})reciated,  even  by  men  like  Drs. 
Hosack  and  Francis. 

Dr.  John  F.  Gray,  then  a young  |)liysician  of  XeAv  York  Avith  an 
extensiA’e  ])ractice,  was  Dr.  Gram’s  first  commrt.  He  was  inti-oduced 
to  (frani  in  ISidl  by  one  of  Ids  ])atients  su tiering  Avitli  dyspepsin,  an'Iio 
liad  heard  of  the  ncAv  system.  The  apostle  of  the  neAV  fuitli  had  “ laid 
his  hands”  on  Gray's  patient  Avith  AvomhnJ’ul  etiect.  Dr.  Gray  Acas 
astonished,  and  at  once  ])ut  HahuemaniFs  method  to  a severe  test,  not 
by  his  own  ]>rescriptions.  but  by  those  (J‘  Dr.  Grain.  The  first  subjian 
Avas  a scrofulous  gdrl,  the  second  a maniac  whose  maladv  was  caused  bv 
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puerperal  fever,  and  tlie  third  was  a confirmed  di'indcard.  Dr.  Grmn  pre- 
scribed for  all.  The  first  and  third  cases  wei’o  cured  by  a sinirle  <los(0)f 
the  remedy  presci'ibed,  Dr*.  Gray  arranging'  the  diet  and  moral  conditions. 

The  second  case — mania — was  under  diet  rule  fourteen  days,  mid 
then  a single  dose  of  )uLr.  vomica  was  administered.  She  fully  recov- 
ered her  reason  witliin  half  an  hour  after  taking  the  dose  of  aac 
says  Dr.  Gray,  '*and  never  lost  it  afterward. AVithin  a 
year  Dr.  Gray  became  a full  convert  to  homoeopathy,  the  first  in 
America. 

The  second  convert  to  hom(xro})at]iy  in  Xew  York  was  Dr.  A.  D. 
AVilson,  in  1S29.  He  was  a rijic  scholar  and  in  full  practice.  The 
next  convert  was  Dr.  A.  G.  Hull,  a thoughtful  student  of  mediciin* 
and  a graduate  of  Union  College  in  182S.  He  had  entered  liUtgers 
Alediccd  College,  where  he  found  such  able  pliysicians  and  surgeons  as 
Drs.  Hosack,  Alacneveii,  Alott,  and  Fmncis  as  |)ro lessors.  Gram  taught 
him  botany  in  summer,  and  reviewed  proscriptive  anatomy  'with  him  in 
Avinter.  Hull  Avas  admitted  to  practice  l>y  the  Xew  York  Afedical 
Society  in  1S32.  He  was  a comxrt  to  homa^opathy,  and  AA'rote  in  sup- 
port of  the  new  school  so  early  as  1834. 

In  1832  Dr.  ACilliam  Channing  became  a convert.  He  Avas  a man  of 
large  culture  in  letters,  thoroughly  educated  in  medicine,  and  had  a 
large  'pi-actice.  On  the  outlweak  of  the  cholera  in  1832  he  perceivcMl 
the  ill-success  of  the  medical  treatment  of  choleiu  patients  in  the  hos- 
])itals.  He  tried  Halmemann's  prescriptions  Avith  Avonderfiil  success. 
Tiuw  Avere  so  efficient  that  Dr.  Channing  ])nblished  in  the  Cot/nncrcia^ 
Advertiser^  OA'er  liis  own  signature,  an  account  of  the  treatment.  Soon 
after  that  he  was  an  avowed  coiiA'ert  to  the  new  faith.  These  early 
converts  and  one  or  two  others,  with  Dr.  Gram,  kept  up  I'egular  social 
reunions  with  great  ])leasure  and  profit  until  the  death  of  the  master  in 
1840. 

The  translation  of  Hahnemann 's  Pure  Alateria  Afedica'’  into 
French,  in  le-12-33,  by  Dr.  Jourdan  of  Paris,  gaAX  a fresh  im])ctus  t<^ 
the  s})read  of  honueopathy  in  Furope  and  America.  Pefore  that  time 
no  })hysician  could  test  the  pi'actice  Avithout  a thorough  knowle< Igt'  of 
the  German  language.  This  ditficulty  explains  the  sIoavucss  of  tlie 
expansion  of  the  system  during  the  first  eight  years  after  Gram's 
advent  in  Yew  A'ork. 

The  social  relations  of  the  converts  Avith  their  ])rofessional  bodhriUi 
of  another  school,  or  with  the  Afedical  Socitdy,  Avere  not  disturbed  by 

* “ The  Early  Annals  of  llomojopatUy  in  New  York,”  V)y  T.  F.  Gray,  AI.D,,  ]).  It- 
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tlieir  heresy.  They  wisely  avoided  disputation  or  discu.ssion.  The 
topic  was  treated  of  sparingly.  Ilomoeopatliy  and  (|uackery  wei‘C  asso- 
cictt'd  in  the  minds  of  a great  pr()})oitioii  of  the  medical  profession  and 
of  the  Inity.  Hut  its  tlevotees  kept  steadily  on,  witming  tla^  conlidencc 
of  the  })eople  imu’e  and  more,  and  fully  persiuuled  of  the  value  of  the 
great  reform  they  were  the  almost  siletit  instruments  in  effect ing. 

When  in  1S37-3S  Hahnemann's  great  work  was  translated  and  pub- 
lished ill  the  chief  spoken  languag-es  of  Em*ope,  tliev  Avere  reticent  no 
longer.  They  then  began  a manly  and  vigorous  defence  of  the  system. 
Dr.  (fray  revived  the  pulilication  of  the  Anur’iiurn  Jourmd  of  Ilomivop- 
ofJiif,  which  had  been  suspended,  and  a distinct  iiomoeopathic  Society 
was  formed.  From  that  hour  tlie  conllict  waxed  Avarm.  The  princi- 
])les  of  the  new  school  were  ])romulgated  and  discussed.  XeAv  converts 
a[>peared.  Drs,  Ticknor,  Freeman,  Curtis.  Taylor,  Coxe,  Uosman. 
A'anderburgh,  Joslin,  and  Snow  left  the  old  school  and  joined  the  new. 

About  the  ]ieriod  of  Gram's  death  honneopathy  began  to  be  sup- 
[)orted  in  various  cities  in  the  State  of  Afew  York,  as  well  as  in  other 
States.  “ Fegular'’  physicians  ea.rnestly  examined  its  principles,  and 
profited  Irv  an  acceptance  of  them  in  practice.  Achile  adhering  tech- 
nically to  the  old  school.  Confidence  in  the  system  rapidly  spread 
among  the  laity.  Prejudice  gaA'e  A\mv  in  the  circle  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Institutes  sjirung  up  in  support  of  tiie  system  of  liomaaApathy. 
Legislatois^  faAwed  it  with  enc(mraging  laAvs,  and  in  the  city  of  A"ew 
YYArk  to-day  there  are  flourishing  puldic  houKeopathic  institutions,  such 
as  a college,  a dispensary,  an  asylum,  an  iniinnary,  and  a hospital. 

The  State  -Medical  Society  and  county  medical  societies  vehemently 
opposed  the  new  faith,  anh  made  tlie  act  of  consulting  Avith  a homieo- 
patliic  pliysician  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  numibers  a misdenu^anor  to 
he  A'isited  Avith  discipline,  and  possildy  ]ninished  by  excommimicatiou  — 
dismissal  from  the  society.  Gradually,  as  the  ])rogress  of  medical 
science  diffused  ncAV  light,  and  thoughtful  m{unbers  of  the  medical 
societies  of  the  old  scliool  perceived  that  th(‘  summit  of  human  knoA\d- 
edge  had  not  yet  bc(m  attained  hy  the  pi*oh‘ssion,  there  appeared  a 
possibility  tliat  these  despised  com])etitors  might  become  pleasant  coad- 
jutors in  the  toilsome  ascent.  Toleration  interposed  its  genial  inllu- 
ence,  and  common-sense  asserted  its  rights. 

lit  1882  the  regular’'  iNfcdical  S<Aciety  of  the  State  of  FT('w  Yoi'k 
voted  that  its  memhers  might  fully  consult  Avith  homieopathic  ]>hy- 
sicians.  This  libei’al  measure  was  velnnnently  opposed  hy  a huge  pro- 
])ortion  of  the  r(‘gidai‘*’  profession,  and  at  tin*  annual  nuM'ting  of  tlie 
society,  in  January,  lss:g  un  attempt  Avas  made  to  rescind  that  resulu- 
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tioiij  and  withdraw  the  invitation  to  iiomceopatliic  pliysicians  to  consulta- 
tion with  “ reit:ulars.  ” But  the  soviet v refused  to  reverse  that  decision, 
by  a vote  of  1<»5  to  hlh  An  analysis  of  that  vote  and  a reference  to 
the  proceedings  show  that  the  more  eminent  and  learned  members  of 
the  society,  such  as  JJrs.  AVillai’d  Parker,  Fordyce  Barker  (president  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine),  Cornelius  B.  Agnew,  and  otliers,  advo- 
cated (and  voted  for)  the  liberal  side  of  the  question. 

In  the  Code  of  Ethics  formulated  by  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy  for  the  gov'ernment  of  its  members  and  of  societies  in 
alfiliation  with  it,  ado[)ted  nearly  twenty  years  ago  (18(H),  is  the  fol- 
lowing paragra])h  concerning  the  duty  of  physicians  in  regard  to  con- 
sultation : 

“ Xo  difference  in  views  on  subjects  of  medical  ])rinciples  or  ]U'actice 
should  be  allowed  to  influence  a ])h}'sician  against  consenting  to  a con- 
sultation with  a fellow  })ractitioner.  The  very  object  of  a consultation 
is  to  bring  together  tliose  who  may  peikaps  differ  in  tlieir  views  of  the 
disease  and  its  appropriate  treatment,  in  the  hope  that  from  a compa]’i- 
son  of  different  views  may  l)e  derived  a just  estimate  of  the  disease  and 
a successful  course  of  treatment.  Xo  tests  of  orthodoxy  in  medical 
practice  should  be  applied  to  limit  the  freedom  of  consultations.” 

Dr.  Gram,  the  founder  of  homa'opathy  in  America,  was  the  grand- 
son of  a wealthy  merchaiit  of  Copenhagen.  His  son,  the  father  of  the 
doctor,  came  to  America  when  quite  young,  fell  in  love  with  an  inn- 
kee])er’s  daughter  in  Boston,  and  married  her,  and  was  disinherited  by 
his  offended  father.  The  doctor  was  born  in  ITSd.  He  is  represented 
as  a most  exenqdary  man.  Dr.  Gray  says  : ‘‘  He  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian of  the  Swedenborgiau  faith,  a man  of  the  most  scrupulousiy  pure 
and  chai'itable  life  I have  ever  kno^vn.  The  squali<l  hovel  of  the  sick 
poor  was  to  Gram  ever  tlie  most  holy  temple  of  religion.  . . . Xo 

darkness  or  wintiy  storm  or  failui*e  of  strength  or  allurement  of  the 
world  detained  Gram  Avhen  the  suffering  poor  needed  his  healing  ])res- 
ence.  He  believed  in  God  ; he  worked  and  walked  his  earthly 
])ilgrimage  with  his  Bedeemer.  And  yet,  this  good  man  and  earnest 
believer  was  often  called  an  infidel,  sometimes  even  by  thoughtless 
Christian  ministei’s,  because  lie  abstained  from  the  topic  on  all  >ccasions 
and  with  all  peo]de,  except  Avhen  he  was  called  to  the  performance  of 
his  kind  of  religious  worship.” 

Dr.  Gram’s  first  American  convert,  and  the  able  ])ioneer  in  the 
practice  of  the  honux'0[)athic  system  of  medicine,  Avas  Di*.  Gray."^' 

* John  Frimlilin  (tray,  M.D..  T.L.D.,  \v.is  a roinarkal)le  niaii,  ITo  was  t>ovu  at  Sh»  r- 
bturne,  Chenango  County,  X,  Y.,  on  September  3,  ISO-i,  and  lived  a life  of  great  usefulness 
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llo  bad  tlicn  a larg’o  and  rapidly  increasing  circbi  of  patients, 
:tnd  families  and  fame  and  fortune  beckoned  bim  to  tbeir  embrace, 
but  his  new  (lepartui*e — bis  wandering  in  <\n  imtravei-sed  wilderness  of 
;s  strange  medical  theory,  as  it  was  considertul  l)v  the  |)i‘ofession  liere — 
lost  bim  the  larger  portion  of  bis  patients.  The  few  who  clung  to  bim. 
W(‘re  of  the  grateful  but  unremimerative  scat.  He  was  compelled  to 
j/ive  up  bis  carriage,  which  had  been  needful  in  his  daily  duties.  His 
))rt)fessional  brethren  regarded  him  as  an  outcast,  and  hardly  recognized 
ijim  as  one  of  their  fraternity.  The}'  ]utied  him  because  of  his  lunacy. 

Ihit  Dr.  Gray  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  SatisUed  of  the 
truth  of  the  doctrine  he  had  embraced  and  practiseih  and  w'itli  a,  firm 
belief  that  those  truths  would  ultimately  triumph,  he  struggled  man- 
fully against  the  strong  current  of  })rejudice  and  ignoi-ance,  and  labiwed 
untiringly  for  the  fulfilment,  in  his  own  time,  of  the  sure  prophecy  that 
gladdened  his  mental  vision.  lie  beheld  the  ]>romised  land  from  tbe 
Pisgah  of  his  own  consciousness.  Dr.  Gram  sustained  him  with  his 

for  nearly  fonrscore  years.  His  grandfather  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  township 
of  Sherburne. 

Young  Graj"  was  left  at  an  early  age  and  with  a meagre  edu.catioii  to  depend  upon  his 
own  exertions  to  obtain  a livelihood.  He  earned  with  his  own  hamls  money  sufiicient  to 
“ seek  his  fortune  abroad.”  He  travelled  as  far  as  Hamilton.  Oneida  County,  and  ob- 
tained employment  in  the  ofrice  of  Dr.  Haven  as  clerk  and  assistant,  witli  the  privilege  of 
studying  medicine  when  he  had  leisure  to  do  so.  He  had  a rceejitive  and  retentive  mind, 
and  had  conceived  a very  strong  desire  to  become  a practitioner  uf  liie  healing  art. 

Dr.  Haven,  perceiving  his  studious  habits  and  longing  for  knowledge,  especially  of  the 
healing  art,  gave  him  every  opportunity  for  study  in  his  jiower.  Diiniig  the  two  years 
(i ray  was  with  him  the  youth  acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  Latin,  under  the  instructions 
of  the  priiici})al  of  the  village  academy,  since  expanded  into  Madison  I'niversity.  His 
wardrobe  needing  re})lenishment,  he  taught  a district  school  a few  montlis,  obtained  a 
new  suit  of  clothes,  and  started  on  foot  to  visit  his  parents,  more  than  two  hundred 
miles  deeper  in  the  western  wilderness,  in  Chautauqua  County,  wlieve  they  had  removed. 
He  opened  a private  school  near  Dunkirk,  was  very  successful,  and  having  studied 
continually  with  tlie  object  of  entering  the  medical  profecsion,  ho  was  enabled,  with 
money  enough  saved  from  his  earnings,  to  start  for  New  \ork  t<i  take  instrmdion  in  the 
laedical  college  there.  He  bore  intiuential  letters  of  introiluction  ; among  others  out' 
from  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  to  Dr.  Hosack  ami  others.  He  received  the  dii)loma 
of  a Doctor  of  IMedicine  from  the  College  of  1‘hysicians  and  Surgeons  in  March, 
1820.  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Hosack,  Dr.  Gray  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the 
cit}'  of  New  York,  and  continued  active  in  it  fifty-five  years,  lie  oiiencd  an  offi('e  in 
Charlton  Street,  then  far  “up  town.”  His  success  was  remarkable  from  the  beginning. 
He  married  a daughter  of  Dr.  Amos  G.  Hull,  ami  his  personal  and  professional  Trial  ions 
in  the  city  were  most  liappy.  As  we  have  sc-en.  he  became  tlic  first  convert  of  the 
apostle  of  homu'opatliy,  Dr.  Gram,  and  was  ever  afterward  his  most  ellicii'ut  champion  by 
'vord  and  deed. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


])rofessional  skill  and  coimsel.  Success  in  liis  practice  brought  friends, 
old  and  ne^y,  to  Ids  support.  A convert  from  the  old  school  now  and 
then  appeared,  as  we  luive  seen,  and  it  was  not  a very  long  time  before 
Dr.  Gray  needed  a carriage  again  in  the  jierformance  of  his  daily  duties. 

The  violent  jirofessional  assaults  made  upon  Dr.  Gray  practicallv 
])rovcd  the  truth  of  the  saying,  “ The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed 
of  the  church.'’  The  comparative  results  of  the  various  sorts  of  medi- 
cal treatment  Avere  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mild  and  simple  and 
successful  course  pursued  from  the  first  hy  Dr.  Gray  and  his  handful  of 
compeers  tliat  they  set  thoughtful  persons  to  candid  thinking,  and  gav<; 
a powerful  impulse  to  the  spread  of  homceopathy  ; and  Dr.  Gray  lived 
to  see  Hahnemann's  system  of  cure,  from  the  first  planting  in  this 
country,  established  in  every  part  of  it,  with  its  educated  and  trained 
practitionei-s  numbenal  by  thousands,  its  societies  and  institutions  sanc- 
tioned by  law  in  every  State  of  the  Itepublic,  Acith.  its  colleges,  hos- 
pitals, infirmaries,  and  dis|)orisaries  existing  in  numbers  to  meet  the 
rapidly  increasing  demand. 

In  1S3I:  Dr.  Gray,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother-in-la av  (his  ])upil 
and  conwert),  Dr.  A.  G.  Hull,  established  the  first  American,  Journal 
of  llonueopailnj.  Its  issue  soon  ceased  for  Avant  of  sujAport,  but  was 
afterward  revived  for  a Avhile  under  another  name.  At  Dr.  Gray’s 
suggestion,  an  association  of  all  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  in  the 
ITnited  States  Avas  formed,  Avith  the  title  of  ‘‘  American  Institute  of 
IIoma'0])athy.  ” It  is  the  oldest  national  medical  institution  in  the 
country.  Di\  Gray  Avas  lor  years  the  leading  spirit  of  the  society. 

The  literature  of  homcjeopathy  in  xVmerica  receiAmd  A^ery  important 
but  not  very  numerous  contributions  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Gray  ; his 
personal  exertions  in  promoting  the  spread  and  success  of  the  iieAV 
system  of  therapeutics  were  enormous.  As  president  of  the  State 
Homceopathic  iMedical  Society,  he  successfully  exerted  his  inlluence 
Aviththe  Legislature  of  Xew  I'ork  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a law  lor 
the  promotion  of  a higher  standard  of  education  by  iproviding  for  the 
appointment  of  a board  of  State  examiners,  entirely  unconnected  Avith 
•tlie  medical  colleges,  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  a higher 
honorary  d(‘gree,  to  Ixi  conferred  oidy  by  the  1‘cgents  of  the  Univei*sity 
of  the  State.  After  much  opposition  such  a kiAv  Avas  enacted  IMay  Lh 
LS.T2.  Under  this  *’■’ adAXinced  medical  act”  the  Hoard  of  Hegents 
enjoined  a rigid  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  tliese 
examiners.  Dr.  Gray  aaxis  ap])ointed  president  of  the  first  board  of 
examiners,  and  htdd  that  [)ositioii  until  his  (h'ath,  which  occurred  on 
June  e,  when  he  Avas  in  the  sev<mty-eighth.  year  of  his  age. 


7--.  ■ 


* 'V 


V!l' 


s 


..fi.;;.  -'J' 


V.  J/ 


a.Oi; 


!i^ 


> 


■ .N'»  ■'•fil  iU'’’ 


iwi«  Uri«  Jj5ffoiir.<f'VtT;vf 

’<u\  ^ • '•-*<♦ 


. , :r\  r ■ 

^ ^ ■ - , 

, 'v‘  #''w*  J>'<f«'*v.f7j4r  iiifii 

,>  '-rt  > ' w ■'  ^ •.m‘’^i5,(,t43^o' »;  UA  •.•:,!»  vj.'M > .'J-<  J 

^>rr 

' .fe{l-/?n{l'.)  ^jiU  !v?  , 

.hiiii  ••■  ufm:-ijm\-  ‘;it  «4i  '‘v  - - ji<  •/ ; • J^o- . _ 

hub  '.-'(T  Ai  /•  .-i 

• <i4f.-':-,*^  • ;•» f f ■ • /' '‘'^«^i ‘n >,-<  ».*l  ,^fuu  r'^d-;  '~*i  .••’'■  l*Mr?q 

' iM  i'':7V/:7.‘^^’^^^:^;;■V^^  ■;'fl:^-J<>  ^.t,;r  -V  '7.-1  irn:f)l.t 


'j,>r'i:  n _ '.‘X?iv/r>4:r‘ 


.7:*a  4']  • ' kM!^;Oon.:;io,U 


7to8  #Ik  4d7Cj« 


•7ifi 


/ .'7  • '.•'A^r‘-'''>7 


FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1S40. 


299 


T)r.  Gray  was  a thorough  classical  scholar,  and  conspicuous  for  his 
wide  and  varied  knowledge.  ' He  Avas  generous,  h'ind-h('arted,  and 
(‘ver  ready  to  gi\a3  a hand  to  iiel})  the  needy.  Ilis  professional  benefac- 
tions among  the  ])oor  were  far  l)cyond  the  public  ken.  The  side  poor 
always  found  in  liim  an  attentive  physician  and  a sympatliizitig  friend. 
A single  anecdote  Avili  iltly  illustrate  this  phase  of  his  characte]'.  A 
poor  scAving-girl  Avent  to  J^r.  Gi*ay  for  advice.  He  ga\’e  her  a vial  of 
medicine,  and  told  her  to  go  home  and  go  to  bed. 

“ I can’t  do  that,  doctor,”  said  the  girl,  ‘“for  I am  dependent  on 
Avhat  I earn  eA^ery  day  for  my  living.” 

If  that  is  so,”  said  the  doctor,  I'll  change  the  medicine  a little. 
Give  mo  back  the  vial.” 

He  took  it,  and  Avrapping  around  it  a ten-dollar  bill,  returned  it  to 
tlie  poor  girl,  and  repeated  his  order  : 

‘‘  Go  home  and  go  to  bed.  Take  the  medicine,  Avra])per  and  all.” 

XcAA"  York  City  has  now  a large  l.)ody  of  homox)})alhic  [)hysicians  of 
the  highest  professional  character  and  attainments.  Among  the  most 
successful  of  these  are  Hrs.  Egbert  Guei'iisey,'*-  E.  E.  Alarcy,t  and 
ATilliam  Tod  Ilelmuth.  The  latter  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  skil- 
ful surgeons  in  the  city,  and  has  contributed  largely  and  usefully  to  the 
literature  of  homoeopathy. :J: 

* Dr.  Egbert  Guernsey  is  a native  of  Litclifiebl,  Connecticut,  and  a graduate  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  took  his  degree  in 
18 U.  After  his  graduation  he  took  charge  of  a drug-store  for  a while.  In  184‘J  he  was 
apijointed  city  physician  of  AViliianashurgh,  now  Brooklyn,  Eastern  District.  .Vt  that 
time  the  cholera  prevailed  in  New  York  ami  Drooklyn.  After  exhausting  every  moans 
the  allopatlric  materia  mediea  furnished  for  the  restoration  of  his  patients,  he  consulltal 
Dr.  Cox,  a recent  convert  to  homfcop.itky,  who,  in  his  ])rescription  of  a few  doses  of 
arseiiicum,  prepared  homoeopathically,  relieved  a patient  lie  was  attending.  Tliis  service 
induced  him  to  examine  the  system  of  Ilahnemami,  and  iie  became  a convert.  He  was 
eminently  successful  in  all  cholera  and  dysentery  cases.  ]Ar.  (iuernsey  setiled  iii  the  city 
of  New  York  in  ISol,  and  the  next  year  he  ]mblislu-d  liis  \ve>rk  on  “ Domestic  rracticed’ 
a most  valuable  family  guide.  His  ]iractice  in  New  York  soon  became  extensive,  c.nd  also 
jirolitable  to  his  patients  and  himself. 

, f Dr.  E.  E.  IMarcy  is  a native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  horn  in  181'd.  .After  ])iactis- 
ing  medicine  allopathically  for  about  ten  years,  he  discarded  it  and  began  the  Imnuro- 
patliic  practice  in  New  York  about  bSdO,  where  he  originated  the  Xorlh  Ah}rri<‘<i,i  l[<nno>o. 
palhic  Journal,  of  whicli  he  w:is  the  ]irincipal  editor  for  about  tifteen  years.  Dr.  Marey 
is  a very  skilful  physician  and  has  a large  practice.  His  contributions  to  honueo]uithio 
literature  are  many  Jind  important. 

X AVilliam  Tod  Ilelmuth,  AI.D,,  was  V>orn  in  Fhiladelphia.  Pa.,  October  30,  1833.  lie 
M'as’ educated  at  St.  Timothy’s  ('’ollcge.  Daltirnore,  and  in  IS.AO  began  tbc  study  of  incdi- 
<’inc  umb  r liis  um-b-.  Dr.  AViliiam  S.  Hcbi'.utli.  tlu'u  jsri-ft'ssor  of  tlio  history  ami  jirartire 
of  medicine  in  the  Honueopatluc  Alcdical  College  of  I’cnusylvaula.  Graduating  in  l8o3 
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with  honor,  he  receiv^ecl  his  doctorate  and  bep;an  the  practice  of  his  profession,  havin<:; 
for  a wliile  acted  as  dispensary  physician  of  tlie  college. 

In  18o5,  when  he  was  only  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Dr.  Helmuth  was  elected  jiroft  ssor 
of  anatomy  in  his  <thna  mnlcr,  and  in  the  same  year  he  completed  and  published  a Mnrk 
of  650  pages,  entitled  “ Surgery,  and  its  Adaptation  to  Homceopathic  Practice.'’  In  lS5s 
Dr.  Helmuth  removed  to  St.  Louis  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Homceopathie 
^Medical  College  of  ^Missouri,  in  which  he  occupied  the  chair  of  anatomy.  He  also  b<> 
came  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Hosiutal,  which  position  he  occupied 
until  1870,  when  he  made  his  place  of  residence  and  held  of  professional  labor  in  thf 
city  of  New  York. 

In  1866  Dr.  Helmuth  delivered  the  annual  address  before  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  and  in  1867,  at  its  session  in  the  city  of  New  Y'ork,  he  was  chosen  its 
president.  The  following  year  he  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  his 
knowledge  of  surgical  science,  and  made  quite  an  extensive  tour  on  the  continent.  On 
his  return,  in  18f5d,  he  organized  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homceopathie  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  and  became  its  dean  and  professor  of  surgery.  In  1870  lie  received  an  urgent 
call  to  the  chair  of  surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  Aledical  College  of  New  York,  which 
he  accepted.  On  his  dei>arture  from  St.  Louis  for  his  new  field  of  action  his  jn-ofes- 
sional  and  other  friends  in  that  city  gave  him  a banquet,  and  presented  him  with  a com- 
plete service  of  silver,  as  “ a token  of  their  high  esteem  for  him  as  a citizen  and  a man 
of  science.”  With  such  a gratifying  farewell  demonstration  he  left  the  West  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  commercial  metrojiolis  of  the  Republic,  where  he  is  now,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  an  extensive  professional  practice,  which  he  soon  won  by  his  skill  and 
industrvu 

Dr.  Helmuth  married  Miss  Pritchard,  of  St.  Louis,  in  1850.  Since  that  time  his  lit- 
erarx’  labors  m the  cause  of  meditxrl  science  have  been  extensive  and  useful.  YVe  have 
seen  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  published  an  important  volume.  In  1861  he  became 
one  of  the  founilers  and  the  principal  editor  of  the  HV.s’/e?’n  Jlonvyopathic  Ohserv>-r,  whicii 
he  conducted  witli  great  ability  until  he  left  St.  Louis,  a period  of  about  seven  years. 
During  his  residence  in  New  York,  besides  making  frequent  contributions  to  periodical 
medical  literature,  he  has  revised  and  annotated  the  four  editions  of  his  “ System  of 
Surgery.  * He  has  publisl;ed  a virluma  of  “ Surgical  Clinics,”  a monograph  on  Nerve 
Stretching  an  account  of  •'  A T)ozen  Cases  in  Clinical  Surgery”  fwh.ich  are  all  rare  and 
interesting 6 an  essa.y  on  The  Excision  of  the  Rectum,”  and  a (piarto  volume  on 
“Supra-Pubic  Lithotomy,”  illustrated  with  colored  lithographic  plates.  Dr.  Helmuth 
has  inaulged  in  lighter  literature,  having  issued  several  humorous  i>oems,  among  them 

The  Doctor  Y\oman,’  ” Yly  I irst  Patient,”  ” How  I P>ecame  a Surgeon,”  and  a collee- 
tion  ol  tugitive  ]neces  entitled  ” Scratclu's  of  a Surgeon,”  and  a little  volume  entitled 

A Steamer  Rook  - a sort  of  bonk  ('f  travel  to  be  read  upon  a steamboat. 

Dr.  Helmuth,  besides  occupying  the  chair  of  surgery  in  the  New  Y'ork  HonKcopathic 
YIedical  College,  is  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Ward's  Island  Hospital,  to  the  Hahnemann 
Hos])it;d,  and  to  the  New  Y(.rk  College  and  Hosjjital  for  YVomen.  He  is  a ” Y’eterau” 
member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Hormropatliy  : a Fellow  of  the  New  Y'ork  Yledico- 
Chirurgieal  Society  ; a im  iiilu  r and  late  president  of  the  Homo''0]iathic  County  Yledical 
Socifetx  ; a jievmarient  memlicr  .if  the  Honin-opathic  Yledical  Society  of  the  Skate  of  New 
York  ; and  during  a recent  visit  to  Europe  was  elected  an  honoraiy  member  of  the 
Societe  Honueojiatliique  tie  rVance.  He  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  State  socie- 
ties of  Ylassachusetts  and  Connecticut. 
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IX  1832  a radical  change  in  the  system  of  public  instruction  in  the 
city  of  Xew  York  was  begun.  Before  considering  that  topic 
I'urther,  let  us  take  a brief  reti'ospective  glance  at  the  condition  of 
public  instruction  on  i\Ianhattan  Island  from  the  beginning  of  settle- 
ments thereon. 

The  llollandei-s  who  settled  on  the  site  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  had 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  free  ])ul)lic  schools  in  their  native  land,  and 
provision  was  made  in  the  charter  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Com})any 
for  good  and  fit  preachers,  schoolmasters,  and  comforters  of  the  sick” 
in  the  wilderness  of  Xew  X’^etherland.  It  was  ordained  tiiat  the  relig- 
ious and  secular  teachei’s  should  walk  hand  in  hand  in  the  high  employ- 
ment  of  educating  the  head  and  the  heart.  For  a time  tlie  minister 
and  schoolmaster  were  found  in  the  same  ])erson,  but  in  1033  Dominie 
Bogardus,  the  minister,  who  had  also  been  the  school-teacher,  was 
relieved  of  pedagogical  duties,  and  Adam  Boelandsen  was  installed  as 
schoolmaster.  He  was  the  first  of  a Icjng  line  of  secular  instructors  of 
the  young,  who  may  be  jnstly  regai’ded  as  among  the  grandest  builders 
of  our  free  institutions.  Boelandsen  should  be  canonized  as  the  tutelar 
saint  of  the  thousands  of  school-teachers  in  the  city  of  X^ew  York  who 
to-day  are  fostering  education,  which,  as  Burke  said,  is  “the  cheap 
defence  of  nations.” 

When  Dutch  i^Ie-ended  on  l\ranhatian  Island  tlu're  were  three  ])ub- 
lic  schools  and  more  than  a dozen  private  scliooh  in  Xew  Amsterdam, 
now  Isew  York.  Tlie  first  of  these  is  yet  in  existence,  and  known  as 
the  School  of  the  Beformed  Brotestant  Dutch  ('hurch,”  founded  by 
Governor  Stuyvesant,  and  jirobably  the  oldest  educational  institution 
in  our  country. 

In  1059  an  excellent  Latin  School  was  establislnal,  and  fostered  by 
the  Dutch  Government.  It  was  continued  eight  years  a ft('r  the  Eng- 
lish took  possession  of  Xew  Amsterdam.  William  Ilf.  decived  that 
the' minister  of  the  Dntcli  Ghurch  should  have  the  right  to  nominate' 
sehool-teaehia's.  In  ITo-J  a I'r('(' ( i?-ammar  School  was  foundetl.  anal  an 
edilice  for  it  was  built  on  the  King's  Farm.  Two  yeai’s  later  AVilliam 
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A^esey,  a minister  of  the  Clmi'cli  of  En;irhiiul,  o})cned  a school  for  cc>l~ 
ored  cliildren.  This  was  followed  in  1710  by  the  establishment,  by 
that  church,  of  Trinity  School. 

In  1732  the  lii'st  free  school  for  the  teaching  of  Latin,  Greek,  and 
mathematics  was  estaldished  by  law,  and  in  1773  the  English  language 
was  first  tamdit  in  the  Dutch  Church  school.  All  the  schools  were 

o 

closed  during  the  Revolution.  The  Dutch  Church  school  reo]->ened  in 
17S1.  The  next  year  the  Alanumission  Society  was  formed,  with  John 
Jay  as  its  })resident,  and  its  first  school  for  colored  children  was  ojiened 
in  17S7,  on  Cliff  Street,  with  one  hundred  ])U{)i]s.  At  that  time  there 
were  about  four  thousand  colored  ])eo})le  in  the  city,  of  whom  more 
than  one  half  were  slaves.  (Jtlier  schools  were  afterward  opened  by 
this  society. 

The  first  movement  for  estaUisliing  common  schools  throui>liout  the 
State  was  suggested  Ity  Governor  George  Clinton  in  his  annual  message 
in  1795.  The  Legislature  appropriated  ^59,000  a year  for  five  years 
for  the  purpose.  It  was  at  that  ])eriod  that  a benevolent  spirit, 
directed  in  its  work  largely  to  ]troviding  means  of  education  for  the 
poor,  began  to  prevail  in  England  and  the  United  States.  Sunday- 
schools  were  established,  and  in  lSd2  the  Female  Association  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor,  founded  by  benevolent  women,  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  or  (piakers,  opened  a school  for  the  free  education 
of  white  girls.  This  society  was  the  original  founder  of  the  free-school 
system  in  Xew  York  City.  It  soon  extended  its  influence  and  labors, 
so  that  at  one  time  it  iiad  several  large  elementary  free  schools  under 
its  direction  and  control.  It  Avrought  A^igorously  and  gloriously  for 
nearly  half  a century,  when  it  exjJred,  leaving  a sweet  memory  of 
good  deeds  as  a legacy  for  mankind. 

The  success  of  this  society  and  the  advice  of  its  members  induced  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  mostly  of  the  same  religious  society,  to  attempt 
the  same  benevolent  piu’pose  for  the  neglected  boys  of  the  city.  This 
led  to  the  esta])lishmcnt  of  the  Free  Sciiool  Society,  which  afterwaird 
became  the  Puldic  School  Society  of  tlie  City  of  Xew  York. 

. Tlie  Free  School  Society  was  established  in  1S05,  and  o])ened  its  first 
school  iiiAlay,  LS<><>.  The  })opulation  of  the  city  of  Yew  YoiL  was  then 
nearly  seventy-six  thousand.  A Teacliei’s’  Association  had  been  in  ex- 
istence about  six  years.  There  were  then  in  the  city  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  teachers,  all  engaged  in  ])i‘ivate  scliools,  ex('epti?ig  a feAV  in  the 
denominational  schools.  Of  these,  thirty-five  were  women.  The  same 
y('ar  tlu'  eommon-school  fund  of  tlu'  State  Avas  established  by  law. 

The  primary  object  of  the  I'h'ee  School  Society  of  the  city  Avas  to 
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impart  education  to  the  neglected  classes.  Leading  citizens  tool:  great 
iatmvst  in  its  efforts.  Do  Witt  Clinton  was  its  warm  siip])orter  and  its 
llr>t  |>resident.  Indeed  tlie  ])etition  for  its  claufer  (granted  April 
l'>o;, , was  ffrst  signed  by  him,  and  last  signed  by  Dr.  Samuel  J.. 
MitchiU. 

The  society  took  ]U’ompt  measures  to  put  the  new  plan  into  op<n'a- 
tion.  A scliool  was  opemsl  in  l\fay,  ISod,  in  a small  room  in  the  old 
Mission  House,  on  Madison  Street,  near  Pearl  Street.  It  was  soon 
overcrowded  with  nearly  seventy  children,  Avhen  Colonel  liutgers  gave 
the  society  a lot  of  land  in  Henry  Street  on  which  to  build  a school- 
house.  It  was  not  used  immediately,  for  prudential  reasons.  The  city 
corporation  allowed  the  society  the  use  of  a building  adjoining  the 
almshouse  and  to  ]Hit  it  in  suitable  condition.  M"hen  completed 

it  would  accommodate  about  two  hundred  ])upils.  To  tliis  building  the 
school  was  removed,  in  A])ril.  ISoT,  Avliere  it  soon  had  one  hundred  and 
fffty  pupils,  including  fifty  ])auper  children.  This  building,  too,  rvas 
soon  overcrowded. 

The  society  now  procured  from  the  city  autliorities  a building  known 
as  the  Old  Ar-senal,  on  Chainbei'S  Street  and  Tryon  Pow,  and  a small 
sum  of  money  (Slo'»iV)to  assist  in  makdng  it  suital)le  for  a school,  on  the 
condition  that  they  should  educate  all  the  children  in  the  almshouse. 
It  was  made  to  accommodate  live  hundred  children.  I^Ieanwhile  the 
society  had  received  some  aid  from  the  Legislature,  \vith  a promise  of 
more.  In  December,  ISoO,  the  new  school  building,  long  known  as 
Xo.  1,  was  opened  with  interesting  ceremonies,  De  Witt  (dinton  giv- 
ing a memorable  address,  as  president  of  the  Free  School  Society.  A 
report  of  the  board  of  education  in  is.^d,  referring  to  that  address, 
spoke  of  it  as  ‘‘  sowing  the  seed  vrheat  of  all  the  harvests  of  (education 
which  sul)sequent  years  have  gathered  into  our  garnei's.”  Among  th(‘ 
most  conspicuous  working  members  of  the  society  at  that  time  weo‘ 
De  dVilt  Clinton,  Thomas  Eddy,  Samuel  M"ood,  PolMut  Ih'own,  John 
Griscom,  Joseph  Curtis,  Charles  MTlkes,  Cadwallader  D.  Cold^m,  Dr. 
John  ~\V.  Francis,  and  otliers. 

The  Legislature  continued  to  give  moderate  pecuniary  aid,  and  tlie 
corporation  of  Trinity  Church,  which  had  a large  parochial  free  school 
in  operation,  gave  to  the  society  sevei‘al  lc>ts  <m  ( 'hilstopher  J^treet  for 
a school  building  in  ISll.  The  name  of  tiie  society  in  lso8  Avas 
changed  from  the  Society  for  Establishing  a Free  School  to  the  Fre(* 
School  Society  of  the  City  of  Xew  TArk. 

Ly  subscription  fmm  tlu'  citizens  thi^  society  raised  ;il)niit  si;P(too  to 
erect  a sch()ol-house  on  the  lot  gemu'oiisly  given  tlami  by  Col<,)iiel 
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Kutgers.  It  was  completed  early  in  the  autumn  of  1811,  and  on  the 
13tli  of  Xovemher  it  was  opened  as  Public  Scliool  iN'o.  '2. 

Tiie  second  war  for  independence  (1812-15)  interru])ted  the  benefi- 
cent labors  of  the  society,  but  tiiey  resumed  their  work  with  vig<)r  at 
its  close.  They  received  from  the  Legislature  that  year  ('1815)  theii* 
quota  of  the  State  school  fund,  amounting  to  S87US.  From  that  tiim' 
the  number  of  ])ublic-school  houses  gradually  increased.  In  ISIS  Xo. 
AVTis  opened  for  pupds  on  the  corner  of  Amos  and  Hudson  streets,  and 
the  next  year  Xo.  4 was  erected  in  Itivington  Street,  when  a new  de- 
])arture  in  the  arrangement  of  pmblic -school  buildings  was  made.  That 
was  the  first  in  which  were  separate  departments  for  boys  and  girls. 
Afterward  a small  library  was  introduced  into  each  school. 

The  free  public  schools  became  more  and  more  ])opular,  and  tlie 
favor  of  the  citizens  rect^ived  a powerful  impetus  from  a circumstanci' 
which  occurred  in  1S24.  In  October  of  that  year  Lafayette  visited  the 
city  of  Xew  York.  In  company  with  State  and  city  ollicials  he  visited 
I^ublic  School  Xo.  3,  which  contained  live  hundred  boys  and  two  hun- 
dred girls.  In  the  presence  of  these  seven  hundred  children,  all  tidy  in 
ap])earance  and  orderly  in  behavior,  this  guest  of  tlie  nation'’  listened 
to  a poetical  address  recited  by  a class  of  girls  in  concert.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  nfternoon  of  the  same  day  Lafayette  reviewed  all  the 
children  of  the  public  schools  in  the  city  before  a large  concourse  of 
])eople  in  the  City  Hall  Iki)*k.  The  children  numbered  more  than  three 
thousand.  Tliey  carried  banners  with  aj^propriate  inscrijitions,  on  om^ 
of  which  "were  the  signilicant  words,  “ Edl'catiox  is  the  Basis  of  Feki: 
Goveuxwext.  " A sweet  little  girl  recited  a touching  poetic  address, 
expressing,  in  the  name  of  the  children  of  America,  their  gratitude  to 
this  friend  and  associate  of  'Washington.  When  she  closed  the  address, 
she  gently  laid  a Ijeautiful  wreath  of  laurel  and  flowers  on  the  head  of 
the  venerable  man,  who  rewarded  the  little  spokeswoman  Avith  an 
affectionate  kiss. 

The  public  schools  had  now  become  so  })opular  that  ’*  middle-class 
citizens,”  desirous  of  having  their  children  taught  in  them,  offered  to 
]i)ay  for  tuition.  This  afhjrded  to  the  trustees  a tempLation  to  adopt  ;in 
injurious  measure.  There  had  been  miK*h  ojiposition  to  the  free  schools 
on  the  ground  that  those  who  accepted  the  boon  acknowhalged  tluun- 
selvesasort  of  paiq>ers.  To  ahay  this  feeling  the  socirTy  considered  tlu' 
propriety  of  converting  the  schools  into  pay  schools.  They  ascertained 
that  there  were  in  the  city  about  four  hundred  pay  schools,  most  of 
them  small  and  mise]‘a.l)ly  condiu-led,  and  it  was  concIudiHl  if  ilu‘ 
studies  in  the  public  school  should  be  rovised  and  greatly  ('xtended,  and 
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iit  the  same  time  a small  amount  of  pay  foi’  instructimi  (](nnancle(U  they 
would  secure  the  persona!  interest  and  putronage  of  the  large  and  im- 
poi'tant  class  of  citizens  who  supported  these  private  scliools.  It  was 
jU'oposed  to  consolidate  tlie  schools  of  the  Free  School  Society,  of  the 
Manumission  Society,  and  those  of  the  Female  dissociation  under  one 
organization  known  as  the  Public  School  Society. 

It  was  argued  that  the  ])roposed  scheme  would  be  a more  democratic 
principle  in  the  schools,  where  the  rich  and  poor  would  ineet  togetlier  ; 
that  it  would  harmonize  religious  sects  ; that  it  would  attract  moi*e 
attention  and  sup[)ort  to  the  public  schools,  and  secure  a uniform  sys- 
tem in  all  elementary  schools  ; also  to  foster  the  cultivation  of  a proper 
feeling  of  independence  among  the  |)Oor  and  laboring  classes. 

Tliese  specious  arguments  prevailed,  and  in  January  , 182(1,  the  society 
])rocured  a new  charter,  which  autliorized  them,  under  the  title  of  the 
Public  School  Society,  to  receive  low  rates  of  payment  for  teaching, 
f]*om  25  cents  to  S2  per  (juarter.  Fifty  members  were  added  to  the 
trustees,  and  an  executive  committee  was  a})j)ointed,  consisting  of  five 
trustees  elected  by  ballot,  together  with  the  [)resident,  vice-jiresident, 
secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  the  chairman  of  each  of  the  several  local 
sections,  with  power  to  appoint  tinichers  and  take  general  charge 
during  the  recess  of  the  board  of  trustees." 

This  committee  became  the  working  power  of  the  society.  New 
school-houses  were  erected  to  meet  the  ex]iected  great  influx  of  pupils, 
and  the  course  of  studies  in  the  schools  was  greatly  extended.  l8te])s 
were  also  taken  for  establishing  a normal  school  for  the  instruction  of 
tutors  and  monitors,'’  for  the  Lancastrian  system  was  in  full  force. 

The  pay  system  speedily  proved  to  l)c  a disastrous  failure,  ^fany  of 
those  who  had  never  paid  before  withdrew  their  children  ; there  was 
great  difficulty  in  collecting  the  dues  from  ])arents  ; many  insisted  that 
as  the  schools  received  money  fi’om  the  Slate  school  fund,  there  existed 
no  right  to  denunid  pay  from  individuals,  and  the  po[)idarity  of  tin? 
public-school  system  rapidly  (hadined.  The  numlxa*  of  children  who 
came  in  from  the  private  schools  was  far  less  tlian  anticipated.  IMany 
parents  paid  only  one  or  two  (piarters,  so  as  to  have  their  childi’en 
appear  on  the  ])ay-list,  and  never  ])aid  afterward.  The  registen*  of 
pupils  on  August  I,  1S25,  showed  the  number  to  be  51) lb  ; on  the  first 
of  May,  lS2d,  the  day  when  the  new  law  went  into  opemtion,  it  had 
shrunk,  in  nine  months,  to  J().‘)4. 

The  trustees  struggled  against  fate  so  long  as  hope  i-emained,  but 
wlam  thev  ])erceiv(‘d  the  solid  ground  slippinc’  from  lumeath  tla'ir  teet 
— the  grand  postulate  that  K<J A e /•5/5/  ap[>earing  like  a new 
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liMit  ill  the  social  firmanieiit — the  imdoiihted  si^'iis  of  utter  and  disas 
trous  failure  a[)peariuL’’  ou  every  side,  they  paused  to  consider.  They 
perceived,  among-  tlie  most  alarming  symptoms  of  disintegration  of  th^ 
system,  the  growth  of  an  injurious  spirit.  The  children  whose 

parents  jxiid  looked  down  upon  those  whose  ])arents  did  not  or  could 
not  pay.  They  also  discovered  tliat  the  doors  of  the  denominational 
free  schools  were  thrown  wide  open,  and  that  they  had  estahlisluMl 
cheap  pay  schools  which  were  drawing  many  children  from  the  })uhlic 
schools.  The  intelligence  of  the  period  had  outstripped  the  monitorial 
system,  which  had  become  a hindrance,  and  the  clamor  for  assistant 
teachers  was  loud  and  powerful.  They  finally  gave  up  tlie  contest  and 
abolished  tlie  pay  system  altogether.  On  February  3,  1S32,  pulilic 
notice  was  given  that  the  public  schools  were  open  to  all  as  a common 
right,  and  that  every  elfort  would  be  made  to  render  them  attractive 
and  desirable  to  all  classes.  This  act  was  done  just  in  time  to  save  the 
public-school  system  from  ruin. 

From  the  lieginning  tlie  Lancastrian  system  of  popular  education 
and  school  government  had  been  in  operation  in  the  public  schools  of 
Xew  York.  It  was  so  called  from  Jose])h  J.ancaster,  an  Englishman, 
who  at  the  beginning  of  this  century  introduced  into  England  a method 
adopted  by  Dr.  Bell  at  the  English  hospital  in  Madras  in  1705.  It 
consisted  of  the  em})lovment  of  monitors,  or  really  assistants  of  the 
teacher,  composed  of  some  of  the  brightest  boys  and  girls  in  school, 
who  each  liad  charge  of  the  discipline  and  tuition  of  a section  of  the 
schools.  They  enforced  discipline  by  Avatchfulness  and  prompt  report- 
ing to  the  teacher,  and  taught  liv  rote  under  his  instruction. 

This  system  was  intended  to  secure,  the  ])ublic  teaching  of  children  in 
the  most  economical  way,  and  so  ^vell  etfected  its  pur})ose  for  years 
that  its  poAver  and  usefulness  were  much  praised.  Ordinarily  a. 
teacher  could  not  well  manage  over  seA'enty  or  eighty  pujiils  in  well- 
organized  classes  ; by  the  monitorial  system  one  teacher  could  nianag(' 
a school  of  three  or  four  huudi'ed  children. 

AVhile  the  Free  School  Society  in  Yew  York  was  ])re])aring  to  begin 
operations,  one  of  its  members  being  in  England  visited  a school  near 
London,  which  Lancaster  had  opened  in  ISnl.  lie  Avas  deeply  im- 
])ressed  witli  the  great  value  of  the  new  system,  and  on  his  retiu-n  he 
succeeded  in  jiersuading  the  society  to  adopt  the  system.  Lancaster 
was  a Friend  or  Quaker,  and  when  he  came  to  Ycav  York  in  ISiM  the 
members  of  the  Society  who  Avere  Fi‘i(mds,  and  many  otliers,  riH'cived 
liim  most  cordially.  But  lu'  had  notliing  new  to  od’er.  The  system 
bearing  his  name  had  been  tested  for  A'ears.  It  had  manv  adherents 
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an'l  as  many  opponents.  It  had  not  borne  the  anticipated  fruit,  lie 
acknowledged  that  he  had  only  trodden  in  tlie  footsteps  of  Dr.  Dell, 
mal  was  not  tlie  originator  of  the  system.  Personally  he  was  not  very 
airrec'able,  and  his  residence  in  this  country  did  not  advance  the  spread 
(»f  his  system.  It  gradually  declined  in  favor,  and  was  iinally  aban- 
doned. 

Idean while  an  innovation  in  education  had  l)egun  to  develop  itself  in 
Xew  York.  It  was  a practical  testing  of  the  system  of  Pestalozzi, 
who  sought  to  educate  infants  by  a combination  of  industrial,  enter- 
taining, intellectual,  and  moral  instruction,  ^vithout  the  use  of  books, 
and  by  oral  and  object  teaching  entirely — the  fundamental  ideas  of 
the  kinder o-arten  svstem  of  Froebel. 

O c 

This  system  was  ])ut  in  practice  in  Yevc  York  by  an  association  of 
ladies  called  the  Infant  School  Society,  of  which  f\Lrs.  Joanna  Bethune 
was  the  chief  manager.  The  ai^es  of  the  children  instructed  raim-ed 
from  tvv'o  to  six  years.  At  tliat  tijiie  the  public  schools  wei*e  not 
graded,  and  the  vouno-est  children  were  taimiit  with  the  oldest  in  one 
department,  promiscuously.  The  tiaistees,  pleased  with  the  Pestaloz- 
zian  system,  ventured  u])on  the  experiment  of  separating  tlie  younger 
children  from  the  older  pupils,  and  in  dJay,  18dS,  an  infant  department 
was  opened  in  a basement  of  one  of  the  ])ublic  sclnjols,  and  the  counsel 
and  assistance  of  ladies  of  the  Infant  School  Society  (then  having  a 
school  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  pupils  in  Canal  Street)  solicited. 

In  the  new  organization  of  the  ])ublic  schools,  begun  in  1832  on  a 
])ositively  free  basis,  tlie  schools  Avere  graded.  They  were  classed — 
lirst,  as  public  schools,”  having  the  more  advanced  boys  and  girls  in 
separate  de})artments  ; second,  primary  dc])artments, " Avhich  Avere 
moditied  infant  schools;  and  third,  ” jirimary  sdiools.”  Both  the 
loAver  orders  of  the  school  Avere  to  make  regulai*  piAimotions  to  the 
])ublic  schools.  Badical  changes  were  made  in  the  upper  (h'partments. 
The  course  of  stinh’  Avas  o’reatlv  extended,  assistant  teachers  Avere  em- 

I ' rr  I 

])loyed,  and  separate  recitation-rooms  provided.  Paid  monitors  Avere 
retained.  Late  in  the  managers  of  the  IMannmissinn  Society 

jiroposed  to  transfer  tlie  si.x  or  scAnm  African  schools,  as  they  Avere 
called,  Avith  a register  of  nearly  fourtc'en  hundred  pujnls,  to  the  Public 
School  Society.  This  Avas  effected  in  ls;U. 

In  the  summer  of  1832  the  medical  fraternity  and  the  vailous 
methods  of  therapeutics  in  Xew  York  Avere  scA'erely  tested  on  the 
itiAaision  of  the  city  by  a dinadful  scourge  called  the  Asiatic  cholera, 
lls  appi-oaeli  AW'stward  from  tlie()i  i(mt  ianl  Immui  slow,  and  lia<l  been 
Avatched  Avith  great  interest  by  medical  men  in  ^Vestern  Europe  and  in 
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the  United  States.  It  seems  to  have  started  westward  from  nearly  th.* 
same  point  in  Central  Asia  whence  the  great  Indo-European  inigm- 
tions  pi'oceeded.  It  wes  several  years  before  it  entertal  Euro[)e,  It 
readied  Eng-land  in  ISol,  and  ravaged  the  United  Kingdom.  It  wns 
carried  to  (^udiec  in  the  spring  of  1S32  in  Irish  emigrant  ships.  It 
spread  along  the  St.  Lawrence  Kiver  to  the  great  lakes,  and  fearfully 
scourged  tlie  north-western  I'egion  of  the  United  States. 

Ilelieving  the  dreadful  scourge  would  pass  across  the  continent  and 
disapjiear  \vithout  touching  the  more  southerly  States,  very  few  sani- 
tary measures  were  adopted  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  where  its  twin 
pestilence,  yellow  fever,  had  often  done  fearful  Avork.  But  when  th(‘ 
footsteps  of  the  destroyer  were  heard  in  the  valley  of  the  Up[)er  Hud- 
son, making  its  death-march  from  ^fontreal  in  the  direction  of  the  sea, 
the  city  authorities  of  Xew  York  took  measures  to  prevent  its  advent 
there  by  cleaning  the  streets.  But  this  was  not  done  until  the  grim 
visitor  Avas  at  the  threshold.  So  late  as  the  middle  of  July  one  of  the 
city  papers  said  : 

The  corporation  have  not  done  their  duty.  The  streets  have  at 
length  been  cleaned  ; how  long  they  Avill  continue  to  be  ke])t  so  Ave 
knoAV  not.  This  laudable  eA^ent  Avas  accomplished,  not  as  it  should 
IniAm  been,  Avhen  the  dreaded  scourge  Avas  CAudently  rolling  Avestward 
— to  XeAAmastle,  l,ondon,  Paris,  LiA'erpool— not  eA'en  Avhen  it  blazed 
forth  in  Canada;  but  Avlien  it  startled  us  by  rising  up  actually  in  the 
midst  of  us,  then  ellicient  numl)ers  of  men  began  to  appear  Avitli 
brooms,  and  the  streets  looked  less  filthy.  . . . YY  would  like  to 

see  a man  Avith  such  decision  as  Xapoleon  in  tliis  crisis.  He  Avould  not 
sit  in  his  arm-chair  and  recommend  people  to  do  this  and  to  do  that, 
lie  Avould  neA’er  rest  until  he  saAv  it  (lone.'- 

Over  three  thousand  iive  hundred  ])ersons  AA'ere  SAA'ept  from  the  earth 
in  the  city  of  Xew  York  by  the  cholera  in  1S32.  It  came  so  siulihmly 
and  nnex])ectedly,  after  all,  that  it  created  a fearful  ]vmic,  a flight  of 
the  inhalhtants  to  the  country,  and  a great  paralysis  of  business.  It 
reappeared  in  1^3-1,  k'illing  about  o]ie  thousand  pei’sons,  and  again  in 
.1811),  AAdien  a A'ery  large  number  perished  from  this  pestilence.  In 
1855  three  hundied  and  seventy-foui'  persons  died  of  the  discvise  in  Xew 
YYrk.  Its  last  ap|)earance  there,  Avith  poAver,  Avas  in  18ih),  when  mort‘ 
than  tAA'eh'e  hundred  })ei*sons  died  of  the  disease. 

The  ])romineiit  physicians  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  at  that  time  av(M-c 
Drs.  Hosack,  Erancis,  Mott,  MacnoAum,  15>st,  Griseoiu,  Sttaii’ns,  \Villard 
Parker,  Cray,  mid  nihi*rs.  Some  wart'  vt'ti'inns  ; sonu'  plivsicians  not 
here  named  Avere  then  aspirants  fo]'  the  fame  they  aflerwartl  enjoyed. 


- ‘7 


rm 


■ 7/S/^  *’i<>  .r.i': '"irrur  r; 


.'.I .t{:f . ijiy'i?-  ■'.!')  Wiln-j’)  M in..,-; 


ii-.  -‘f 


. • ■»»  . I,  , _ j t #1*  l•(lrt  M '•f  (I't  ■ 


■^f  4^ 

JM*  ■ 

-lAA.  ' < 

7 

■^.■4,7 

);7‘::7n;V-^f!.-t';J 
1,  >.  - 

vllwb  ‘J* 

;,  ' \ • 

, .>  '.,I;i1.fe1^''  '' 

iHtr.,  i 

♦ > 
4 

. i ^ . 

'>>■ 


,r.  ■'  '7.'  • .''.  o'u;ni'=  fr<*! 


J7,'  '‘  IX'J 

M^i,  3 f t;' ' 't  ' -,•^■'»  *'■  ,’  ' . ' ■■■■‘-  ■ ';■■'»  . , ^ . ' , ..; . ■ 

' ''■ 'VitVl/l  • v'  '.r;  ':''  v-'vii  ^ i';/,  f 

"iitnu  Oiii  !-  '■  "■^  ^-»« 3^,  ■ ^'‘ '-  ^•v;''J’■ 

ii’J'  '''  '■  "!’  7'y'W' '!fcv  ' 

,'  '■;  ' ■■.  .;  r " ■ : ■ \ 

-!,i  77, «I  ''  -^>4.  •'V'.u  -.r^' •>««! 


-'  so:  in-;/ 

.7 .;■.-■•  yg'fl';*.-  ■,'’7:' -■:  ■■’  •■  ■'> ! ;>'  «:'■'  * ^■•:"  ■•/"‘‘  ■-A* 

■ 'i  .XwtiJ.;-.  'iu  ■-■-'H  - ■■  ■ 

^ ' '7-V  .i'ftfvy  ■ ■ ■ '7 

i )tt'i 

M 


■• ' 'mn  ,:r  , 

.,1  Vifw't  rJ^’-YiLin  ..W.V>||J 

. ,!,,;;i'.  ; .i,r  • : ■ "'>•■  ' •••■'’  > "'  ■ . S^'“  '- 

.X*:- '.4»a;^i:f,.  ^■■'  „;  - 

»Ii{  iV  ...;'4 /;  xfl  • ..  '7-.  ■'  ^ , V „ -'■,■>••.  7' •». 

■ :.7;^v.  ■'.  ;,i.  t.  - !'vn....^-v!777l,.^.i:t-.  , 


. , ''4.  ‘ . ..  < is'i  a.’  ■■' ''■  ■■  . I- ■•—ev’i’ 1 " M . . ..-■  •__;•■  . , 

■ / -'  • ' •■  ■'.  j ';"v  ,"' !•  •5‘-^'  - " • ; :-'r'A,-‘  'dA’’''  ■'^"  X , X,  - , .■  , ''^>4  , j 

■::  - ^ ;•  ^ : r/.  ' . . • .'  ■'  .'• ' 7.  -V';  - ^ 


FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


300 


Dul’ing  tlic  quarter  of  the  century  previous  to  tlie  dreadful  pi'sti- 
1,‘iu-e  medical  science  had  made  wonderful  strides  toward  perfection  in 
ill,*  city,  ^[edical  institutions  had  vastly  increased  llui  means  for 
Oilfusing  professional  enlightenment,  and  collateral  lu'anclies  of  science 
had  come  to  the  aid  of  the  medical  profession  with  gem*rous  ])ower, 
with  improved  apparatus,  and  with  ])ositive  knowledge  taught  hy  phi- 
h.sophy.  ]\ledical  and  scientihc  literature  had  been  far  more  extensively 
ami  persistently  cultivated  than  before,  and  the  practical  displays  of 
clinical  science  had  begun  to  furnish  instniction  to  the  masters  of  the 
medical  art  abroad.  Collegiate  education  among  practitioners  had 
hecome  far  more  extensively  ditiused  than  formerly,  and  the  profession 
had  become  fully  awake  to  the  wisdom  of  Dr.  Abernethy’s  words  : 
“ The  hos})ital  is  the  college  to  build  up  the  |)ractitioncrs.  ■’ 

At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  in  A'^ew  York  City  the 
skill,  zeal,  and  benevolence  of  the  medical  faculty  were  conspicuous  ; 
hut  tlicsc  qualities  were  not  properly  complemented  l)V  vigilance  and 
energy  wisely  directed  on  the  part  of  tlie  munici[)al  authorities.  To 
this  allusion  has  already  been  made.  Mad  the  city  then,  as  now,  pos- 
sessed an  energetic  and  enlightened  sanitary  commission,  or  board  of 
health,  to  co-operate  with  the  ])hysicians  by  diminishing  the  causes  of 
disease,  probably  one  half  of  the  victims  of  cholera  might  have  been 
siived  from  death.  The  city  then,  as  now,  possessed  great  topographi- 
cal advantages  for  the  conservation  of  health,  l.)ut  either  from  igno- 
rance or  indifference  the  puldic  mind  seemed  stupefied,  and  could  not, 
even  by  such  dreadful  shocks  ns  those  given  by  yellow  fever  and  the 
cholera,  comprehend  the  vital  importance  of  enq)loving  every  sanitary 
remedy  in  their  power  for  foiling  the  destructi\'e  dragon  of  disease. 

There  was,  indeed,  a Ifealth  De})artinent  of  the  city  government, 
which  had  been  cstaldished  by  an  act  of  tlie  Legislature  passed  Alai’ch 
23,  1813,  to  “ provide  against  infectious  diseases.'"  Its  functions  were 
divided  into  two  classes  of  operation — one  to  guard  against  the  recur- 
rence of  ]iestilential  diseases  fimu  abroad,  and  the  other  to  guard 
against  their  origination  from  any  domestic  cause.  The  first  class  was 
composed  of  the  health  ofhcei*,  the  health  commission,  and  a resident 
])hvsician,  all  ap|)ointed  by  the  governor  and  having  cognizance  of  the 
affairs  at  Quarantine  and  the  Alarine  Hospital  on  Staten  Island.  The 
other  class — the  guardians  of  the  health  of  the  city  against  intciaial 
dangers  originating'  there — was  composed  of  the  mayor,  i'(‘corder,  and 
aldermen,  ap])ointed  annually  by  the  common  council.  It  might  con- 
sist of  as  nuiny  ])crsons  as  should  be  thought  pi’opei’,  but  as  a ruh'  only 
the  functionaries  mentioned  com|)osed  the  Health  Department  of  the 
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city  proper.  Their  duties  consisted  in  enforcing  the  State  and  munici- 
pal laws  A\'hich  related  to  the  public  health,  and  the  eiiacting  of  laws 
and  ordinances  i*especting  the  renunad  of  nuisances  and  the  ])reserva- 
tion  of  cleanliness. 

In  the  S|)ring  of  hs3T  the  mayor  of  Xew  York  City  was  elected  i>y 
the  people  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  Party  [politics  then  ran 
high.  Xever  since  the  marshalling  of  the  hosts  of  the  Federal  and 
Pepuhlican  parties  for  the  mighty  conflict  for  the  prize  of  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  last  century  had  party 
spirit  a})pcared  so  virulent  and  uncompromising. 

The  energetic  administration  of  President'  Jackson  luul  Avon  for  liim 
a host  of  Avarm  adherents  and  arrayed  against  him  a host  of  hitter 
opponeiits.  The  heroic  methods  of  his  AAmrfare  against  the  United 
States  Bank  had  intensihed  the  animosity  of  his  political  enemies  to  a 
degree  almost  incredil)le. 

iXowliere  Avas  party  spirit  more  implacable  than  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York,  and  nowhere  Avere  more  dangerous  elements  of  society  seen 
menacing  the  sanctity  of  the  ballot-box  than  in  Xew  York  at  this 
juncture.  Easy  naturaliz‘ition  laws,  as  Ave  haAX  observed,  had  created, 
out  of  often  ignorant  and  sometimes  depraved  foreign  immigrants, 
American  citizens,  endowed  with  all  the  tremendous  power  for  good  or 
ill  Avhich  a secret  ballot  implies  in  a republic,  and  disposed  to  Avield 
their  power  as  demagogues  might  direct.  Both  political  parties  sought 
the  control  ( J the  AVjtes  of  tlie  ueAv-born  citizens.  It  gravitated  to  the 
Democratic  side  in  politics,  tlie  idea  involved  in  the  name  democrat 
haA'ing  a ])otent  influence  in  their  decision. 

At  the  time  irmler  consideration  the  Democratic  majority  in  the  city 
Avas  A’ory  large,  but  a feud  was  then  distracting  the  organization,  dis- 
turbing its  harmony,  Aveakeniug  its  ])OAver,  and  shaking  its  integrity  to 
its  foundadions.  Influenced  l)y  the  teachings  of  Fanny  AFright,  a 
strong-minded  Scotch  woman  Avho  luul  lectured  extensiA'ely  in  th(' 
Unitetl  States  in  the  inculcation  of  a sort  of  social  communism,  ;in 
“ Ecjiial  Bights  })arty,  ” as  it  called  itself,  had  grown  to  tjuile  a j)ower- 
,ful  faction  in  the  Democratic  juirty.  It  had  great  inihience  in  the 
councils  of  Tammany  Hall,  the  rallying-place  of  the  party,  and  the 
result  Avas  a.  S})lit  early  in  1831.  At  a meeting  at  Tainmany  Hall, 
Avhere  the  two  factions  were  assembled,  each  assumed  the  leadersliij). 

Bitter  strife  ensued.  Both  parties  claimed  the  right  to  the  chair 
and  the  managenumt  of  the  meeting.  Violent  AA’ords  Avere  speedily 
folI('>Aved  by  violent  action.  One  party  made  a rush  to  I’emove  the 
chairman  and  Ids  felloAV-oUicers  by  force.  A grand  row  ensued,  and 
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( niisidorable  porsonal  violence  was  used.  Daring  the  friicas  some  one 
lUi’Tied  oil  tlie  gas,  leaving  the  room  in  darkness.  One  of  the  Equal 
ihights  men,  or  Ihidicals,  having  some  loco-foco  matches  in  his  |KJcket, 
relighted  the  lamps,  and  the  business  of  the  meeting  proceeded.  1 
was  one  of  the  vice-presiclents,"  wrote  one  of  the  actors,  ‘‘and  was 
eom[)olled  to  buv  a new  suit  of  clothes  the  next  day,  and  in  a short 
time  the  whole  Democratic  |nirty  were  known  as  Loco-Focos.’’ 

The  opponents  of  the  Democrats  were  tlien  called  AVhigs.  They 
had  recently  been  so  named  by  Colonel  James  "Watson  Webb,  the  chief 
('ditor  and  proprietor  of  the  Xew  York  fbe/vV/*  and  Enquirer.  While 
attending  a convention  of  the  Anti-lMasonic  ])arty  at  Philadelphia  in 
1S32,  which  nominated  William  Wirt  for  the  Presiilency  of  the  United 
States,  he  wrote  a letter  to  his  journal  over  his  own  proper  signatin*e, 
giving  an  account  of  the  convention,  in  winch  he  ])ointed  out  the  folly 
of  the  op>ponents  of  General  Jackson  wasting  their  energies  by  being 
cut  up  into  ditferent  factions,  such  as  Anti-Yasons,  Anti-Slavery  men, 
Pepublicans,  Xational  Pepublicans,  etc.  lie  set  forth  the  iin[)ortance 
of  union  under  one  head — one  rallying  name — to  figlit  what  he  deemed 
the  dangerous  Democracy,  lie  reminded  his  political  friends,  aside 
from  the  great  issues  of  the  tariff  and  the  United  States  Pank,  that 
they  were  ligliting  for  the  restriction  of  executive  })ower  against  tliose 
who  were  laboring  to  increase  it,  as  Jackson  had  ])ractised  in  his  Avar 
against  the  bank,  the  currency,  and  the  tariff  ; tliat  they  Avere,  in 
fact,  battling  for  the  Constitution  against  ExecutiA'e  usurpation. 

We  are  therefore  Whigs,'’  he  said,  ‘‘ AAdiile  onr  opponents  are 
Avagiiig  Avar  to  sustain  the  ExecutiA'e  in  his  usurpations  of  |)OAver,  and 
in  so  doing  they  are  Tories  ! Why  not,  tlum,  take  to  ourselves  the 
name  of  Wliigs,  Avhicli  rc]n’esents  our  [jrinciples,  and  give  to  cur  opjxw 
nents  the  name  of  Tories  C' 

Colonel  Webb  pi’oceeded  to  show  that  many  of  the  evils  under  Avhich 
the  country  aatis  suffering  emanated  from  the  President  being  eligible 
to  re-election,  and  he  urgently  I'ccommemled  the  great  oj)position 
meeting,  that  aa'US  to  assemble  at  iffasonic  Hall  in  Pro;i.dway,  to  adopt 
‘for  those  opposed  to  GeneraUIackson's  I’e-eleclion  the  name  of  Whig, 
and  to  give  to  their  op|)onents  that  of  Tory.  lie  also  urgei^  the  adop- 
tion of  a resolution  in  favor  of  the  one-term  principle. 

Colonel  AVebl/s  letter  was  published  on  the  morning  of  the  day  that 
the  great  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall  took  place.  Philip  Hone  ” })re- 


* r’nili]i  Hone  one  of  the  most  distincuisl’.ed  men  of  Nc'.v  York  City,  where  ho 
was  born  in  I7S1,  ami  where  he,  died  on  iNIay  4,  1S31.  lie  exerted  a marked  iullitence  m 
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sided  at  the  meeting,  and  on  talcing  the  chair  ho  j’oad  the  letter  to  the 
people  and  suggested  the  adoption  of  the  name  of  Whig  for  the  gr-eal 
opposition  ]>arty.  The  response  was  unanimous,  not  only  at  the  meet- 
ing assembled  at  ^Masonic  Hall,  but  by  the  0[)position  ]>ress  and  ])oo[)le 
all  over  the  country.  So  it  was  that  the  great  historic  political  organi- 
zation known  as  the  AVhig  party  received  its  name  in  1832. 

At  the  time  of  the  mimici[)al  election  in  Aew  Yorlc  in  tire  s])ring  of 
183d,  the  Whig  party,  thorougldy  organized,  was  strong  in  nuudjcrs  and 
influence,  while  the  Democratic  party  was  weakened  by  strife  within 
its  ranks.  This  state  of  things  promised  a liot  contest  for  the  mayor- 
alty, and  there  were  forebodings  of  personal  coidlicts  at  the  polls.  At 
that  time  the  election  cmitinued  three  days. 

Gideon  Lee,  the  eminent  leather  merchant  of  The  Swanrp.  was  then 
mayor  of  the  city,  and  a.  Denioci'at  in  politics.'''  Cornelius  YvL  Law- 

poiitics,  commerce,  and  social  life  in  New  York  for  moi*e  than  forty  years.  With  his 
brother  he  was  a .successful  business  man,  umassetl  a fortune,  and  retired  from  the  marts, 
but  not  from  active  citizenship.  He  was  ever  ardently  devoted  to  whatever  measures 
tended  to  the  promotion  of  the  ])rosi)erity  and  honor  of  his  native  city,  fie  was  its  chief 
magistrate  in  1825-26,  and  was  a model  mayor.  Ho  was  one  of  the  chief  founders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library,  and  also  of  the  New  York  Athenfeurn.  d'he  latter  institution  was 
largely  indel)ted  to  him  for  its  early  prosperity.  ]Mr.  Hone  was  ever  an  active  and  aldding 
promoter  of  literature  and  art,  and  while  he  lived  he  was  a conspicuous  actor  iti  all  the 
more  elevated  social  movements  in  the  city.  A genuine  New  Yorker  of  the  Knicker- 
bocker race,  he  was  enlightened  and  progressive.  The  Hone  Club,  an-  association  of  rare 
spirits,  was  so  named  in  his  honor.  President  Taylor  appointed  iMr,  Hone  naved  officer 
for  the  port  of  New  York  in  1819,  in  the  duties  of  which  ho  was  engaged  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

* Gideon  Lee  was  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  on  .Vpril  27,  1778.  His  fadher  died  wlien 
Gideon  was  very  young,  and  the  boy  was  ap])rentieed  to  a tanner  and  shoemaker  (these 
pursuits  then  f.eing  carried  on  together)  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  worked  at  tanning 
in  the  samrner  and  shoemakirig  in  the  winter. 

Lee  began  business  on  his  own  account  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at 
Worthington,  3Iass.  His  early  education  was  veiw  meagre,  and  the  first  money  he  could 
spare  from  liis  young  inanlioodA  earnings  he  spent  in  acquiring  knowledge  at  Westfield 
Academy.  Ho  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Hubbard,  !ind  Lee  A Hubbard  tanned  leather 
for  the  firm  of  Dwight  A Edwards,  quite  extensive  dealers  in  leather.  In  1807  he  went 
to  New  York  to  act  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  their  leather  there,  at  a salary  of  $1000  a year. 

The  next  year  Mr.  Lee  hired  a store  in  The  Swamp  of  Jacob  Lorillard,  ai;d  set  up  in 
Vnisiness  for  himself  at  the  corner  of  Jacob  and  Ferry  streets,  which  he  called  “ Fort 
Lee.”  The  whole  business  of  The  Swamp  was  then  small.  One  tirm  now  does  almost  as 
much  ^business  in  a year  as  the  aggregate  firms  in  that  locality  did  then.  The  usual 
practice  with  the  leather  dealers  then  was  to  make  annual  settlements.  Mr.  Lee  was  the 
first  to  depart  from  the  custom,  and  to  sell  on  time,  taking  negotiable  notes  in  payment. 

In  1809  he  became  the  ai::ent  of  the  Ham])ton  Tieather  IManufacturing  Company,  and 
soon  won  for  liimselt  a hiqli  name  for  energy  and  fidelity. 

In  1817  the  New  York  Tannery  was  established  by  a stock  company,  of  which  Mr.  Lee 
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n iK*o.  of  the  auction  house  of  Ilicks,  Lawrence  6c  Co.,  was  the  Demo- 
r?~ttic  candidate  for  tlie  mayoralty,  and  Gulian  C.  Ver])lanck  was  the 
opposing  candidate.  Tlie  election  was  hegim  on  Tuesday,  the  Sth  of 
Api'il,  and  ended  on  Thursd:iy  evening,  the  loth.  All  votes  were  then 
jfolled  at  one  ])lace  in  each  ward.  There  were  then  fifteen  polling- 
pKU'cs  in  the  city  ; now  there  are  about  two  liundred  of  them,  and  the 
.*lt*(‘tion  consumes  only  one  day  l)et\veen  sunrise  and  sunset. 

The  morning  of  the  Sth  was  dark  and  stormy.  A chilling  rran  fell 

w;i,s  conspicuous.  Its  capital  was  $60,000.  The  factory  was  entirely  under  cover,  and 
eould  tan  10,000  hides  a year.  It  was  planned  hy  ]\Ir.  Lee,  and  was  the  tlrst  so  built.  Its 
tirst  ju'oduct  was  sent  to  market  in  1818,  when  the  novel  plan  of  selling  leather  b}’  auction 
was  first  introduced.  He  had  erected  on  land  bought  in  1815,  in  Feiny  tStreet,  what  was 
tiien  regarded  as  a very  spacious  warehouse,  a two-story  brick  building,  in  which  the 
leather  was  hoisted  by  horse -power  - a great  novelty  then. 

Mr.  Lee  had  a clerk  of  most  excellent  character.  He  was  energetic  in  l>usiness,  and 
honest  and  true  in  all  his  transactions.  Knowing  his  worth,  lie  took  him  into  partner- 
ship in  1819.  That  clerk  was  the  afterward  well-known  and  highly-esteemed  Shepherd 
Knapp.  The  firm  of  Lee  & Knapp  fiourislied  without  intermission  twenty  years.  The 
unction  sales  became  an  institution  in  The  Swamp.  Other  dealers  soon  followed  suit. 
Manufacturers  came  from  the  adjacent  States  to  attend  them,  to  lay  in  su,p})lies  of 
leather.  On  the  day  of  sales  a table  would  be  siiread  with  plenty  of  meat  and  drink.’' 
Leo  A Knapp  also  engaged  largely  in  the  business  of  stocking  tanneries  with  hides  and 
selling  the  leather  on  commission. 

Mr.  Lee  was  uniformly  prosperous  in  his  business  undertakings,  and  while  he  was  not 
a politician  in  the  common  meaning  of  the  term,  he  was  a man  of  strong  political  con- 
victions. In  1822  he  represented  his  district  in  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
In  1828-29  and  1830  he  was  alderman  of  the  Twelfth  AV.ard,  and  in  1833-31  he  was 
mayor  of  the  cit}'.  It  was  during  his  mayoralty  that  the  famous  “ election  riots”  of  1834 
took  ])lace,  in  which  trying  time  he  di.spla.yed  energy'  and  wisdom.  He  declined  a re- 
election. 

In  1835  Mr.  Lee  was  elected  a memV.er  of  Congress,  and  served  tv.o  consecutive  terms 
by  re-election. . In  1840  he  was  chosen  iwesidential  elector.  He  had  retired  from  busi- 
ness in  1839,  when  the  old  firm  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law,  Charles  IM.  Leupp,  and 
•Tolrn  Burke.  In  1830  3Ir.  Lee  built  his  lofty  store  in  Ferry  Street,  the  first  structure 
over  two  stories  in  height  l)uilt  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Lee  was  twice  married — first  in  1807  to  2iliss  Bntfington,  who  died  in  1818,  and  in 
1823  to  Miss  Isabella  Williams,  daughter  of  a Scotch  clergyman.  He  lived  some  years  in 
Frankfort  Street,  afterward  near  the  present  Astor  Place,  and  finally  built  a fine  house 
on  Bond  Street,  which  became  the  fashionable  part  of  the  city.  During  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  his  residence  was  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died,  August  21,  Itsll,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-tliroe  years,  leaving  a large  estate  and  an  honored  and  .staiidess  nixme. 
-Vlluding  to  a re]->ort  of  the  failure  of  his  house  during  the  panic  of  1837.  l\lr.  Ta‘o  said  ; 
‘‘  I cominenced  bu.siness  when  I n-as  poor,  on  credit  ; I thrived  by  credit  ; ainl  I will 
sacrifice  my  property  before  that  credit  shall  bo  dishonored.  I have  carried  the  lapstone, 
and  can  do  it  again,  but  I will  never  suffer  a promise  of  mine  to  be  broken.” 

“ Mr.  Lee  was  justly  called  tlie  ‘ father  of  the  leather  tra<le,’  *’  says  a writer  in  tho 
and  Lnjlhor  Htjxirfir,  published  by  Isaac  II.  Baiioy,  frinu  vhich  the  principal  facts  in 
the  foregoing  sketch  were  obtained. 
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copionsh^  until  nearly  ten  o'clock,  but  it  did  not  dampen  the  ardor 
the  opposing*  hosts  of  voters.  The  popular  feeling  was  at  fever  hrat, 
and  men  v*ent  tln'ough  the  storm  in  crowds  to  the  polls,  some  to  d('- 
j)osit  an  honest  vote.,  and  some  to  vote  ‘‘  early  and  often."  It  was  tlir 
opening  of  the  most  exciting  election  ever  held  in  tiie  city  of  New 
York.  ]\fanv  left  their  ])Iaces  of  business  witli  sulxnxlinates,  det('r- 
mined  to  ‘‘  light  it  out’’  with  moral  weapons  to  the  bitter  end  ; manv 
others  went  from  their  abodes  determined  to  fight  it  out  witli  Inaito 
force  if  necessary.  The  Democrats  were  determined  to  elect  tla^ir 
candidate  ; the  Whitrs  were  determined  to  elect  theirs.  ‘‘  YTien 
Greek  meets  Greek,  tiien  conres  the  tug  of  vear.” 

The  Democrats  were  deeply  incensed  by  the  undemocratic  name  of 
Tories  which  the  AVhigs  ajiplied  to  them,  and  were  especially  otfended 
with  the  editor  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  as  the  originator  of  tho 
opprobrious  title.  Mucli  wrath  was  directed  toward  him  and  his  ])ub- 
lishing  establishment,  as  we  shall  oiiserve  presently. 

There  were  evidences  visible  at  an  early  hour  in  tlie  election  tliat 
there  was  a determination  on  the  part  of  some  demagogues  to  use  the 
brute  force  of  ignorant  naturalized  citizens,  in  wai’ds  where  they  largely 
abounded,  in  driving  tlie  Whigs  from  the  polls.  The  latter  had  un- 
fairly, in  accordance  with  the  vicious  maxim,  All’s  fair  in  politics," 
wrested  the  words  of  President  Jackson,  Perish  credit,  jiei'isii 
commerce,”  from  their  proper  context,  and  had  used  tliem  to  inllamo 
the  business  community  against  liini  and  his  supporters. 

These  words  were  posted  all  over  the  city  in  lai'ge  lettei*s,  and  [;ro- 
duced  great  excitement  and  determination.  The  seamen  in  the  p<nt 
naturally  coalesced  with  the  ATliigs.  They  rigged  up  a little  fi'igat-^ 
which  tliey  named  the  Constitution,  mounted  it  on  wheels,  and  witii 
AVhig  banners  floating  over  it  pamded  it  past  the  polls  i]i  ditfr^rent 
wards.  In  AVall  Street,  the  focal  point  of  commercial  transactions,  ;t 
was  greeted  with  grea.t  enthusiasm.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  Alerchants* 
Exchange  was  cla'^ed,  the  national  fla/^  v*as  unfurled  over  its  loft\' 
dome,  and  its  inmates  aiid  frequenters,  with  many  others,  unmindiul  of 
the  mud  and  drizzling  rain,  fell  into  a proce.ssion  behind  tho  little  \mssel. 

To  counteract  the  elFect  of  tliis  demonstration,  the  Democrats  hastily 
fitted  up  a boat,  mounted  it  on  wheels,  and  raised  a fag  over  it  btniriiu: 
the  word  “ Veto”  in  large  letters.  The  two  vessels  went  through  tie* 
streets  side  by  side  for  a while,  the  recipients,  respectively,  of  approv- 
ing huzzas  and  bitter  execrations.  It  was  evident  that  a collision 
would  occur,  but  the  authorities  seemed  powerless  to  sup[)i*ess  tlicr- 
demonst  rat  ions. 
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In  most  of  tlie  str<»iui“  Iloinocrntic  wlioi'o  tlio  votiiii>*  was 

larti:(‘ly  on  one  side,  tliec^  ivas  (juiet,  but  in  the  Sixth  A\bird,  when) 
th('r<'  Avas  a larg-e  alien  ]V)|)ulation,  a storm  soon  i»athen'(l  and  hurst 
in  fury.  It  Avas  eA'ident  moh  law  rei_a’tied  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  ])olls 
tln're.  ]Uen  Avere  gathered  in  a mass,  yelling  and  threatening  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  AVhig  committee-room. 

Some  AA’ere  seen  hrandishini>-  clubs,  and  even  knives.  The  tumult 
greAV  louder  and  louder.  At  length  some  roughs,  led  by  an  ex-alder- 
man, made  a rush  for  the  committee-room,  Avhere  their  opponents  Avere 
gathered  in  a considerable  number,  llefore  these  could  offer  resist- 
ance, so  sudden  and  fierce  Avas  the  attack  tliat  in  a feAV  minutes  nearly 
twenty  had  been  felled  bleeding  to  the  floor,  a,nd  one  Avas  carried  out 
in  a dying  condition.  Some  of  those  AAdio  esca])ed  to  the  street  AA^ne 
liatless,  and  Avith  torn  garments.  Tlie  nnil)  tore  down  all  the  ])t)litical 
banners,  destroyed  the  ballots,  and  made  a Avreck  of  eAmry thing. 

The  outrages  fearfully  excited  tlie  (A|i])()sition  party,  and  it  Avas  deter- 
mined to  take  Augorous  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  l)allot-boxes 
and  the  A'oters  on  the  morrow.  A call  Avas  issued  for  a meeting  of  the 
AMiigs  at  ^fasonic  Hall  that  evening.  The  room  Avas  croAvded.  Four 
thousand  Whigs  Avere  there.  (General  Ilogardus  aauis  called  to  the 
chair,  and  tlie  following  preamble  and  resolutions  Avere  ado})ted  by 
unanimous  vote  : 

“ TI7ier(>r<s,  The  authority  of  the  police  of  the  city  lias  been  set  at  defiance  by  a band 
of  hirelings,  mercenaries,  and  bullies  in  the  Sixth  AVard,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens  put 
in  jeopardy  ; and  xvhereas,  it  is  evident  we  are  in  a state  of  anarchy,  vvhicli  re(piires 
the  prompt  and  efficient  interposition  of  every  friend  of  good  order  who  is  disposed  to 
•sustain  the  Constitution  and  laws  ; therefore  be  it 

“•  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  preserve  the  ])eace  of  the  city,  and  especially  of  the  Sixth 
Ward,  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  liberties  oi  the  citizen  will  meet  at  this 
place  [Alasonic  Hall]  to-morrow  (AVednesday)  at  half-past  seven  o’clock  a.m.,  and  repair 
to  the  Sixth  AA’ard  poll  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  open  to  all  voters,  uiitd  such  time  as 
tlie  official  authorities  shall  procure  a sufilcient  number  of  s])eciid  constables  to  keep  the 
peace. 

“ Tlesolved,  That  while  at  the  Sixth  AA'ard  poll,  thost'  who  ai'e  not  residents  thereof  will 
not  take  part  in  the  election,  hut  simply  act  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  until  such  time 
as  the  majesty  of  the  laws  shall  be  acknowledged  and  respected.” 

Tins  preiim])ie  nud  the  resolutions  were  ;ulo])te(I  1)V  iicclumiitioii  and 
tlie  most  siguilicant  demonstrations  of  ajiproAad.  Tut  tin'  resolutions 
jiroposed  tio  sped  tic  action  tlie  next  day  \iint  promised  to  bo  otiicient: 
ordy  the  passive  attendance  of  the  Whigs  in  mimbers  sullicient  to  ovmr- 
UAve  the  tiu-bulent  element.  .V  boldea*  and  mort'enVetivt'com-sj'  was 
proposed  by  the  eilitor  of  the  ^bc/vV/*  <oc/  rvr.  ( 'oloiud  Webb 
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arose,  after  tlic  a(lo[)tion  of  the  resolutions,  and  reminded  tlie  thou- 
sands present  that  urtion  was  more  necessary  than  talking,  and  he  in- 
vited less  than  three  hundred  resolute  and  j)atriotic  citizems  to  meet  him 
at  the  AVhig  heatlqiiarters  tlie  .next  morning  at  six  o'clock. 

At  the  appointed  time  Colonel  Webb  was  met  by  more  men  than  he 
needed.  They  were  all  armed  for  defence,  if  necessary.  Accompanif'd 
by  about  two  hundred,  he  inarched  to  the  City  Hall,  where  they  wer-(' 
all  sworn  in  by  the  sherilf  as  special  constables,  and  appmpriate  badges 
were  distributed  among  them.  They  then  marched  to  the  Sixth  AVai-d 
])oll,  where  they  found  the  Irish  assembled.  Colonel  Webl>  made  a 
speech  to  them,  reminding  them  of  their  conduct  on  the  |)revious  day, 
and  told  them  he  and  his  associates  were  there  as  officers  of  the  law, 
and  were  armed,  not  to  interfere  with  the  legal  rights  of  any  man,  but 
to  protect  the  rights  of  <^//,  and  should  only  use  their  arms  to  preserve 
the  peace,  and  to  secure  to  all  the  free  exercise  of  their  right  to  vote. 
The  crowd  swore  and  threatened,  but  the  s])ecial  constables  showing  a 
determined  front,  they  confined  their  demonstrations  to  oaths  and 
menaces. 

There  were  two  doors  to  the  polling-room,  the  one  for  the  entrance 
<>f  voters,  the  other  for  their  egress.  To  each  of  the  doom  Colonel 
Webb  formed  a double  line  of  determined  men,  and  every  voter  was 
compelled  to  pass  through  the  lane  thus  formed  to  tlie  door  of  entrance 
and  the  bahot-box,  and  when  tlie  voters  had  dejiosited  their  ballots  a 
’oody  of  special  constables  conducted  them  to  the  door  of  exit,  and  com- 
pelled each  voter,  separate  and  alone,  to  ])ass  into  the  street.  Thus,  in 
the  midst  of  much  loud  talking  and  threatening,  everybody  was  pro- 
tected in  the  exercise  of  the  ])recious  right  to  vote  without  illegal 
hindrance.  Cok^nel  VCebb  marched  back  to  liead(]uarters  at  l\fasoni(' 
irall  the  s])ecial  constab>les  not  wanted  at  the  Sixth  Ward  poll,  and 
(ui joined  them  to  be  in  readiness  for  actit)n  in  case  they  were  needed 
anywhere. 

That  night  came  the  crisis.  Thousands  of  rioters  paraded  the  streets, 
threatening  violence  and  creating  universal  anxiety  and  alarm  in  the 
city.  An  enormous  mob  assembled  in  the  (Tty  Hall  Park,  threatening 
vengeance  upon  everybody,  especially  the  mayor  and  common  council 
then  in  session.  It  was  soon  reported  to  that  body  that  at  the  Sixth 
Ward  poll,  imar  the  (Tty  Hall,  the  Irish  had  erected  a very  large  cross, 
which  l)ore  a,  bannci*,  and  on  jt  was  inscribed,  in  large  lettem,  **  I)<>wx 
wi:ri[  Tin:  (.’oi  kiki:  and  ExorruKu  nriLDixo  d’  and  after  the  fashion  in 
Ireland  in  such  casvvs  the  peo])l(‘  w(‘re  marclied  b\'  it,  Avhen  ('a(Ti  oiu* 
touelr'd  the  ci‘i>ss,  and  by  so  doing  was  swt^rii  to  do  what  the  banner 
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proclaimed.  In  adrc>it  speeclies  to  the  mob  in  the  Parle,  demaii^ogues 
urged  the  rioters  to  proceed  to  Wall  Street  and  destroy  the  obnoxious 
l)iiilding  and  its  contents. 

The  danger  was  imminent.  The  coinnion  council  became  alarmed, 
and  appointed  Janies  G.  King  (of  the  linn  of  Prijiie,  Ward  Oe  King, 
bankers)  and  his  bi’other,  Charles  Iving  (afterward  ju'esideiit  of  Co- 
lumbia College),  a deputation  to  go  to  the  othce  of  the  f b/o'/tv  (f/id 
Enquirer  and  warn  Colonel  AVebb  of  his  peril.  They  ])erfor]iied  the 
mission,  and  as  the  city  government  could  afford  Webb  no  protection, 
these  gentlemen  requested  that  he  would  close  the  ofiice  and  leave  it  to 
its  fate,  as  resistance  and  bloodshed  would  only  increase  the  general 
danger. 

The  office  of  the  Cemrier  and  Enquirer  was  on  the  first  floor  of  Xo. 
58  AVall  Street.  These  gentlemen  found  it  all  lighted  up  as  usual,  tlie 
doors  wide  open,  for  the  evening  was  warm,  and  ])iles  of  printing  })ap-er 
in  bundles  were  arranged  in  each  of  the  two  large  windows,  six  feet 
in  height.  Colonel  AVebb  told  the  deputation  to  say  to  the  mayoi*  and 
the  common  council  that  lie  had  not  asked  for  nor  did  lie  want  their 
protection  ; that  his  usual  hour  for  closing  his  ollice  was  ten  o’clock, 
but  that  on  this  occasion  it  would  lie  kept  o])en,  with  all  the  lights 
burning,  all  night  ; that  he  had  in  the  building  seventy  muskets  and 
plenty  of  aanmunition,  a hundred  pistols  (no  revolvers  then),  and  at 
that  moment  not  less  than  thirty  of  the  best-known  young  merchants, 
who  had  volunteered  to  stand  by  him,  tvere  in  the  ollice.  He  told 
them  also  that  he  had  on  the  roof  of  his  five-story  building  five  loads 
of  paving-stones,  any  one  of  which  dro])ped  on  the  head  of  a rioter 
in  the  street  was  as  certain  to  disable  him  as  a musket-ball. 

* Charles  King,  LL.D.,  a jonrnalist  and  scliolar,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  \ork 
March  KJ,  178'j.  He  was  a son  of  tlie  eminent  Rnfus  King.  "W  liile  liis  fatlier  was 
United  States  minister  in  London,  he  was  sent  to  IlaiTow  School  and  to  a preparatory 
school  in  Pari.s.  On  the  return  of  his  father  to  Ameruea  ho  was  ptieed  in  a bauhing- 
iiouse  in  Amsterdam.  He  returned  to  New  York  in  ISOd,  and  in  1810  he  married  a 
daughter  of  the  eminent  merchant  Aichibald  (tracie,  and  became  us.^oeiiited  with  liis 
fatlier-in-law  in  business.  In  1813  he  was  a luembor  of  the  Now  York  Legi.slatnre,  and 
the  next  year  he  was  a volunteer  in  the  army.  ]\lr.  King  became  ciiimected  \\  ith  Ordiau 
C.  Yeiplanek  in  the  publication  of  the  New  York  Anif^rir/m  in  182;i.  !Mr.  ^ erplanck 
retired  in  1827,  and  !^lr.  King  remained  solo  editor  for  twenty  years.  In  1840  lie  was 
chosen  president  of  Columbia  College,  which  post  he  resigned  in  1804.  Mr.  King  tlied 
near  Rome,  Italy,  September  27,  1807.  He  was  sent  to  England  after  the  war  of  1812  to 
investigate  the  treatment  of  American  cajitives  in  Dartmoor  prison.  He  did  not  licsitato 
to  exonerate  the  Dritish  authorities  from  all  eensuia'  in  the  matti-r.  and  tiu-reby  lio  drew 
upon  liimself  a storm  of  in'ligiiation  from  his  countrymen,  wliicb  was  not  allayed  for 
long  years  afterward. 
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The  ^Messrs.  King  assured  Colonel  AVebb  that  they  felt  certain  wlmt 
his  answer  would  be,  or  they  would  not  have  consented  to  l^ear  to  hi  in 
the  message  of  the  common  council. 

After  much  speaking  and  threatening  in  the  City  Hall  Pai'k,  thr 
mob  moved  down  AVilliaiii  Street  toward  APall  Street.  Coloin*! 
AVebb  laid  his  agents  out,  who  reported  to  him  from  time  to  timt'. 
For  a Avliiie  their  reports  were  sini])ly  that  the  rioters  were  advanciiie-, 
but  when  they  reached  Alaiden  lame  the  front  files,  cowards,  as  all 
rioters  are,  rapidly  fell  off  and  })assed  to  the  rear.  AChen  they  laid 
reached  Pirn:  Street  the  rear  had  become  tlie  front,  and  when  the 
crowd  readied  AVall  Street,  instead  of  wheeling  for  the  Courier 
the  mob  crossed  the  street,  moved  into  Pearl  Street,  and  when  they 
liad  again  reached  A\bd I Street  appeared  entirely  demoralized.  xV  large 
crowd  passed  up  the  street  to  the  Courier  odice,  when  Colonel  AVebb 
simply  closed  the  door  and  awaited  events. 

The  dense  crowd  filled  the  street  in  front,  which' was  quite  brightly 
lighted  by  a lamp,  and  began  groaning,  threatening,  and  knocking 
tlieir  clubs,  banner  staves,  and  missiles  of  all  kinds  against  the  building, 
exciting  themselves  to  a dangerous  degree,  when  Colonel  AVebb  seized 
a musket,  broke  it  through  a pane  of  glass,  and  gave  notice  that  wiien 
he  found  it  covered  a rioter  he  should  tire.  lie  then  passed  the  muzzle 
of  the  gun  slowly  up  the  street,  ^vhen  away  scampered  the  cowards, 
lie  then  slowly  turned  it  down  ACall  Street,  with  the  same  notice,  and 
it  was  amusing  to  see  how  rapidly  the  street  was  cleared  of  the  redoiil)t- 
able  Irishmen.  A ])ortion  of  the  mob  })assed  up-town  to  Colonel 
AVebb's  residence,  in  Pleeckei’  Street,  but  contented  themselves  witli 
groans,  yells,  and  ringing  his  doo]*-b(dl. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day  (April  lotli)  there  was  a fierce  col- 
lision between  tlie  sailors  with  the  little  frigate  Cooxtltutlon  which  was 
used  to  convey  voters  to  the  itolls,  and  their  opponents,  near  ^Afasonic 
Hall,  in  Broadway.  Hearing  the  alfi*ay,  many  AVhigs  w'ent  out  of  tlu‘ 
liall  to  assist  the  seamen,  and  a seve]*e  battle  with  lists  and  missiles 
occuri'ed.  Word  ijeing  sent  to  the  Sixth  AVard  ])oll,  a large  nuiid)er  of 
fighting  men  there  rushed  up  Duane  Street  and  drove  tlu.  AVhigs  l>ack 
into  their  heachjuarters.  The  mob  then  attacked  the  building,  smash- 
ing its  windows  and  attmnpting  to  force  an  entrance.  Akfayor  Lee  was 
sent  for.  He  came,  with  one  or  two  aldermen,  and  mounting  the  ste[)s 
of  the  building,  raised  his  staff  of  olUce.  The  crowd,  maddened  with 
liijuoraml  aroused  ])assions,  gave  no  heed  to  the  symbol  of  authoiaty. 
but  liurlod  missih's  at  tha  maa’istrativ  Oiu'  of  these  knocke<l  him 
down,  and  he  was  (piite  severely  beaten. 
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A inmor  was  now  circulated  at  ^lasonic  Hall  that  rioters  were 
at  tempting-  to  break  open  the  arsenal,  situated  on  the  coj-ner  of  AVJdte 
and  Elm  streets,  to  procure  arms.  There  was  a ciy,  ‘‘  To  the  arsenal  ! 
To  the  arsenal  1'’  and  the  TVhigs  rushed  from  tlio  hall  toward  tlu^ 
menaced  building,  pell-mell.  It  was  not  far  to  go.  The  excited 
crowd  scaled  the  fences,  and  the  more  active  among  them  mounting 
the  shoulders  of  others  climbed  into  the  S(.‘cond-story  windows.  Hut 
this  movement  of  the  rioters  had  l)een  anticipated,  and  a guard  of 
Tolonel  Webb’s  special  constables,  under  tlie  dii-ection  of  the  late 
Simeon  Draper,  was  already  there  when  tlie  YvTiigs  fonn  the  hall  and 
the  rioters  came.  The  latter  were  astonished  to  tind  on  jnirade  a large 
body  of  men  with  muskets,  prepared  to  Icee])  the  peace. 

The  mayor  had  applied  to  the  Brooklyn  Aavy-Yard  for  a company 
of  marines  the  day  before,  to  assist  his  police  in  suppressing  the  riotous 
s[)irit  in  the  city,  but  they  were  refused  by  the  commodore,  on  the 
ground  tluit  he  had  no  authority  to  send  them.  A similar  re(]uest  sent 
to  the  military  commander  at  (Tovernor's  Island  met  with  a refusal  for 
the  same  reasons.  Then  he  directed  (leiieral  Sandford  to  order  out 
some  of  the  city  militia,  and  soon  infantry  and  ca,valrv  ap|)eared. 

On  liearing  that  the  arsenal  was  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  polit- 
ical ])arties,  the  mayor  oitlered  the  Twenty-seventh  Itegiment  of  the 
Aational  Guard,  Colonel  Linus  W.  Stevens,  to  proceed  thither.  Tlr. 
Draper  and  his  men  had  oidy  been  ])laced  there  to  defend  it  from  a 
mob  until  relief  should  come.  The  AYhigs  readily  gave  it  u])  to  the 
military  and  retired.  Tln-ee  hundred  members  Avere  on  duty  at  the 
arsenal  and  pati-olled  the  streets  until  tlu^  next  morning. 

Commissary-General  Arculai'ius,  wlio  had  charge  of  tlie  arsenal  at 
the  time,  made  a most  ridiculous  report  of  tlie  matter.  Lot  knowing 
the  name  of  AFr.  Draper,  who  was  active  in  ktagiing  back  the  mol)  in 
front  of  the  arsenal  after  the  arrival  of  his  political  friends,  alluded  to 
him  re])catedlv  in  his  report  as  the  “ man  with  a Hajx't-colored  t*oat 
on."  Tliis  description  of  the  tlu*n  ])o])ular  young  politician  so  amused 
his  frieiuls  and  the  wits  of  the  town  that  it  bec:ime  long  a ])hrase  in 
political  circles  in  the  city. 

After  the  exciting  election  was  over,  the  l)a!lot-l>ox  of  the  Sixth 
AVard  (which  at  that  time  received  the  titl*‘  of  **  the  bloody  Sixth") 
was  taken  to  the  City  Hall  under  a strong  guard,  followi'd  by  a turbu- 
lent multitude,  and  locked  up  for  th(‘  night.  But  the  ('xcitenumt  did 
not  end  with  the  election.  It  was  inttmsr*  until  tin-  i-e>ult  was  known, 
almost  tliirt\'-six  hoiu's  afltu'ward.  All  the  next  day  busiiuss  was 
nearlv  as  njuch  luylectc'd  as  dmlng  the  Gection.  It  was  estimatt'd 
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that  at  one  time  there  were  over  ten  thousand  citizens  in  n crowd  in 
'Wall  Street  awaiting  the  conclusion  of  the  canvass.  When  it  w:is 
linally  announced,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Democrats  liad 
barely  missed  a most  signal  defeat,  the  o])|)osition  ])artv  felt  jubilam. 
The  Democrats  had  elected  their  candidate  for  mayor  by  a small 
majority  ; the  'Whig^  had  canaed  the  common  council.  This  event 
the  latter  celebrated  at  a mass-meeting  lield  in  Castle  Garden,  when,* 
Daniel  'Webster,  ^vho  had  been  sent  for  to  make  a speech,  appeared, 
and  was  siip}>orted  by  several  of  The  finest  speakers  of  the  city  of  Xe^v 
York. 

The  election  riot  of  1S34  was  the  first  of  four  riots  which  occurred 
in  New  York  during  this  decade — 1S30-40. 
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The  Twenty-seventli  Eegiment  AXitiorial  Guard,  called  out  at  tlie 
time  of  the  election  riots  in  1S34,  is  no\\'  the  famous  Seventh 
Eegiment  Aew  York  State  Xational  Guard  of  the  City  of  Xew  York. 
Its  services  on  that  occasion,  as  an  active  guardian  of  the  peace  of  the 
city,  were  the  second  they  had  rendered  in  that  capacity,  the  first 
having  been  given  to  ])reserve  the  peace  at  the  execution  of  James 
Eeynolds,  Xovember  19,  1825.  The  mayor  thanked  them  for  their 
promptness  and  efficiency,  and  from  that  time  until  now  that  rcgimeTit 
has  acted  and  been  relied  upon  as  a sure  defender  of  public  order  in  tlie 
metropolis. 

The  Twenty -seventh  Eegiment  was  not  an  original  organization,  but 
the  offspring  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  of  Artillery,  created  in  1812. 
The  pedigree  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  may  be  traced  back  to  the 
])eriod  of  the  old  war  for  independence. 

In  1821-  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  consisted  of  two  battalions,  one 
artillery  proper,  and  the  other  infantry,  four  companies  eacli.  On 
the  10th  of  August  of  that  year  General  the  ^laixpiis  de  Lafayette 
arrived  at  Xew  York,  the  guest  of  the  nation,  and  the  citizen  soldiery 
then  turned  out  in  full  force,  under  Genei*al  Jacob  IMorton,  to  give  hiiii 
a hearty  welcome.  They  were  reviewed  at  the  Battery  by  the  illustri- 
ous soldier.  YTiile  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  distinguished  visitor, 
the  officers  of  the  infantry  battalion  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  then  on 
duty  fell  into  conversation  on  a sulpect  wliich  had  freijuently  occupied 
their  thoughts,  namely,  the  independent  organization  of  their  battalion. 

The  choice  of  a name  had  been  a dillicult  pi’oblenn  Some  one  of  the 
officers  having  made  allusion  to  l.afav('tte's  connection  with  the 
Xational  Guard  of  Paris,  Yajor  John  D.  Wilson  immediately  asked  : 
Why  will  not  Xational  Guard  be  a gotxl  name  foi’  the  proposed 
corps  ?” 

, The  idea  was  received  with  enthusiasm  by  every  officer  pi'esent,  and 
every  memlxn*  of  the  l)attalion  heartily  a])}>roved  it. 

A few  evenings  afterwnrd  ( August  25,  G24 » tlusse  officers  nal  at  the 
Shakespeare  Tavern,  on  the  south-west  corjier  of  Fulton  and  Xassau 
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streets,"  and  adopted  a resolution  to  form  an  in(]('pendcnt  battalion, 
composed  of  tlie  four  companies  of  infantry  of  the  Eleventh  Kc^i^fment, 
to  be  thereafter  “ kinnvii  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  tlu* 
Xational  Guard.’’  The  ca])tains  of  the  f<jur  com])anies  were  lra«l 
Hawley,  John  Telfaii',  AVilliam  B.  Curtis,  and  Ilowaixl  B.  Simmons. 

Having  obtained  permission  of  the  proper  authorities  to  ci'eate  the 
proposed  organization,  the  important  (juestion  arose.  Tv  hat  shall  be  our 
uniform  ? Bhiletus  Holt,  a private  in  the  Eoiiith  Company  avIio  was 
present,  was  dressed  in  a neatly-titting  single-breasted  gray  oHice-coat, 
that  attracted  the  attention  of  Acting  Brigade  Major  Brospor  AL  Wet- 
more.  He  suggested  Holt’s  coat  as  a suitable  model,  and  at  a meeting 
at  the  Shakes])eare,  not  long  afterward,  Alaior  J.  I).  ACilson  exhibited 
a ])attern  suit,  wliich  was  adopted  by  unanimous  consent. 

To  the  four  companies  were  presently  added  two  otliers,  raised  and 
commanded  respectively  by  Captains  Linus  AV.  Stevens  and  Oliver  AL 
f.ownds.  In  June  of  the  following  year  Governor  De  AVitt  Clinton 
issued  an  order  instituting  the  battalion  of  the  Xational  Guard.  It 
was,  unfortunately,  consolidated  with  the  artillery  battalion.  Difficul- 
ties arose,  and  in  October,  1S25,  a separation  was  effected,  and  the 
battalion  of  six  companies  was  made  an  independent  corps.  Another 
company,  under  Captain  A^an  Buren,  was  added  at  about  this  time. 

* The  Shakespeare  Tavern,  where  the  new  battalion  of  Xational  Guards  was  organized, 
was  the  headquarters  of  the  Eleventh  and  of  the  Twenty-seventh  regiments  for  many 
years,  and  remained  so  until  the  building  was  demolished,  when  Fulton  Street  was 
widened,  in  1830.  It  was  not  a tavern— a place  for  the  entertainment  of  travellers — in 
the  .Vinerican  sense  of  that  term,  but  was  a place  of  resort  of  some  of  the  better  class  of 
city  residents.  It  was  a sort  of  cluli-house,  where  choice  wines  and  quiet,  excellent  sup- 
pers might  be  obtained.  It  was  originally  built  after  the  model  of  an  Engli.sh  adehouse. 
It  was  a low,  old-fashioned,  and  rather  massive  edifice,  two  stories  in  height,  with  dormer 
windows.  It  was  erected  by  John  Leake  before  the  Revolution.  On  the  second  story 
there  was  a room  for  military  drills  and  public  meetings,  and  there  were  appointments 
for  social  or  political  gatherings.  It  was  a great  resort  for  literary  men  sixty  years  ago. 
It  is  said  that  in  a room  in  that  tavern  the  young  poet,  Robert  C.  S;mds,  recited  to 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck  and  two  or  three  literaiw  friends  his  last  and  nsost  remarkable 
poem,  entitled  “ The  Dead  of  Rs3‘2.”  In  that  poem  his  theme  was  the  triumphs  of 
Death  and  Time  over  the  eminent  men  who  had  died  that  year,  and  closing  with  these 
words  : 

“ All  earth  now  their  sepulchre. 

The  Miml  their  rnoniimeiit  tuhlime — 

Young  in  eternal  fame  they  are— 

Sure  are  your  triumphs,  Death  and  Time." 

This  poem  was  published  in  the  Cnmmp.rclnl  Advert >spr  only  a few  days  before  Sands’.s 
own  sudden  death,  in  December,  18.32. 

The  Shakespeare  was  known  for  ^eveisd  years  as  “ Stonoall’s,”  Jame>>  C.  Stoneall  being 
its  proprietor. 
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rrosjH'r  ^[.  AVetinore  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Linus  W. 
Stevens  major. 

Another  company  would  raise  the  battalion  to  the  diynity  of  a 
reyiment.  Ateasui’es  were  taken  to  foi*in  one.  This  woi’k  was 
accomplished  on  the  4tli  of  IMay,  wIkui  the  eiyhth  companv, 

commanded  by  (.'aptain  Andrew  WTirner  (now  the  recording  secretary 
of  the  Aew  York  Historical  Society)  was  admitted  into  the  coips. 
Two  days  afterward  Governor  Clinton  issued  an  oi-der  constituting'  the 

o 

battalion  the  Twenty-seventh  Jtegiment  of  Artilleiy. 

At  a meeting  of  the  oificers  of  the  Twenty-seventh  [it  tlie  Shake- 
speare Tavern  on  May  Prosper  .M.  AVi^tmore  was  chosen 

colonel,  Linus  Stevens  lieutenant-cedonel,  [ind  John  Telfair  major. 
The  AAtional  Guard  ]niraded  as  a I'egiment  for  the  lirst  time  on  ^fay 
31st,  when  they  received  an  elegant  stand  of  colors  from  l\layor  Philip 
Hone.  Sergeant  Asher  Taylor,  a beloved  veteran  of  the  National 
Guard,  gives  the  following  account,  in  his  curious  illustrated  volume 
entitled  N^otes  on  the  Colors  of  the  National  Gimrd,  with  some  Inci- 
dental Passages  of  the  Ilistijry  of  the  Pegiment,"’  })rinted  on  an 

amateur  press  for  private  circulatioiv’  in  1S03  : 

“ "When  the  corps  was  detached  as  a se]>arate  command,  the  subject 
of  providing  suitable  colors  for  it  engageil  the  early  attention  of  the 
board  of  officers,  and  Cajitain  John  Yelhiir,  (kiiitain  Janies  T.  Flinn, 
Lieutenant  Charles  P.  Spicer,  Adjutant  Andrew  AVarner,  and  Surgeon 
Edward  P.  Mai'cellin  were  appointed  a committee  to  ])rocure  a standard 
which  should  be  the  banner  of  the  Niitiomd  Guard.  Tlie  cemnnittee 
spent  some  time  bowing  around  and  tli]’ting  [ind  co(juetting  among 
their  fair  friends,  in  the  hope  of  eliciting  an  otlV-r  from  some  of  them 
to  embroider  and  present  a standai’d  ; and  Young  Moustache  will  lie 
amused  to  learn  that  all  their  efforts  wc'ro  in  vain,  as  they  reported 
(March  29,  tliat  ‘ //-e  (wperiafloi^x  hUlt>  rtn  inirria m> d un  fjmt  snh- 

j<^ct  had  7){>f  rraJ iz>  ' —-d  humiliating  admission  tint  would  well- 

nigh  ‘ burst  the  kids  ' of  Indf  the  gallant  and  irresistible  fellows  of  tla^ 
regiment  of  the  ]n’esent  day.  Subscription  ]);i[)ers  for  tlu,'  reijuisite 
funds  were  circulated  througdi  the  ranks  of  tiie  corps,  and  ]n'<»ni[)tly 
filled  up.” 

Tlie  colors  consisted  of  the  regimental  standard  of  i*ed  silk,  bearing 
tlie  coat-of-arms  of  the  regiment,  desci'ibed  below,  :md  a State  staiukml 
of  blue  silk.  The  design  of  the  arms  on  the  regimentid  standard  was 
traced  out  on  the  silk  by  Sergcjint  Tjiylor,  Jind  was  very  bamulifully 
embroiihu'ed  in  natural  colors,  muloi*  his  supm'vi^ion,  by  ^iI‘s.  Vfindsor. 

A coat-of-arms  and  a motto  having  ])rimarily  btam  designeil  by 
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Sergeant  Tayloi*.  jor  AVetmore  ein[)love(l  Dr.  Alexander  Anderson, 
tlie  j)ioneer  Avood-engraver,  to  re])roduce  it  on  Avood,  and  presentf^l  it  to 
the  corps.  The  arms  consisted  of  an  escut(*iieon  ([Uartered.  4Tie  lit',! 
grand  cpiartta*  Avas  the  shield  of  the  United  States,  the  second  the 
shield  of  the  State  of  Ae\x  York,  the  third  the  shield  of  the  cit\' ol 
KeAY  York,  and  the  fourth  the  initials  of  the  Xcay  York  State  Artil- 
lery. On  an  in-esciitcheon  of  gold  Avere  the  initials  of  the  Aiational 
Guard  in  cipher.  The  crest  Avas  a spread-eagle,  and  the  motto  was 
Pro  P atria  <:-t  (Porla  and  tlie  Avords  National  Guard.” 

Late  in  Y'oA’cmber,  isdo,  the  regiment  l)ore  a conspicuous  part 
among  the  military  of  the  city  of  Ke\\'  York  in  a grand  parade  of  citi- 
zens and  soldiers  as  an  expression  of  sympathy  Avitli  those  aaTio  had 
effected  a reAaalution  in  France,  driAxn  one  king  from  tlie  throne  and 
set  another,  mcn’o  accej>t-able,  upon  it.  On  February  T,  1S32,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  officers  of  the  regiment,  ]\[ajor  Catlin  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  ])resenting  a gold  medal  to  the  Manpiis  <le 
Lafayette. 

On  the  22d  of  that  month  the  centennial  anniAx*rsary  of  the  birth  of 
Washington  aauis  celebrated  by  the  regiment.  The  late  G.  AT.  Ik 
Custis,  the  adopted  son  of  AVasliingtou,  aaTio  jiossessed  the  patriot's 
AA^ar-tent,  lent  it  to  the  regiment  fcr  that  occasion,  and  under  it  the 
officers  AA’^ere  assembled,  Avhile  thousands  of  s])ectators  Auewed  the  inter- 
esting relic.  In  that  tent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan  L.  Smith  offered 
the  following  resolution  : 

“ Besolved,  That  on  this  anspicions  day,  while  assembled  beneath  the  amjde  folds  of 
tlm  tent  that  sheltered  AA'as]nn<j;tou  and  Lafayette  during  the  Revolution,  the  officers  of 
this  regiment  desire  to  express  their  liumble  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  blessings 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  Revolution,  and  that  we  deem  this  a most  appropriate 
occasion  to  honor  one  of  His  instruments  by  causing  a medal  of  gold  to  be  struck  and 
presented  to  the  surviving  hero,  General  Lafayette,  commemorative  of  our  abiding  friend- 
ship for  him,  and  also  that  existing  between  France  and  America.” 

This  resolution  aacis  ttdopted,  and  a committee  of  field  officers,  con- 
sisting of  Colonel  SteA'eus,  Lieutemint-Coloncl  Smitk,  ttiul  Aftijof  Ciit- 
lin,  AAUis  appointed  to  accomplisli  the  object.  In  July  folloAA'ing  the 
medal  aauis  completed  tind  exhibited  to  the  members  of  the  regiment  at 
Canjp  Putnam,  lukir  Xoaa'  IlaA’cn.  It  aauis  sent  to  Janies  Fenimore 
Cooper,  the  novelist,  lo  present  to  Lafay<'tt<\  Air.  ('ooper  aa'jis  absent 
from  Paris  then  and  for  S(W'eral  months  afterAAUird.  On  his  return,  in 
Xovember,  he  gaA'i‘  a dinmn*  to  Lafayidte,  at  A\'hich  AAnn-e  Geiuu’al 
AUool,  seAUM-al  other  Atiu'ricans  of  <Iistinction,  and  ri‘prr>t‘ntat  iv(‘s  of 
European  nations,  as  guests.  On  that  occasion  the  medal  Avas  pi'o- 
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sentecl,  received  Avitli  gratitude,  and  acknowledged  in  pleasing  terms 
by  the  reci}»ient. 

This  superb  medal  was  made  of  solid  gold  from  the  mines  of  Xorth 
Carolina  ; those  of  California  were  then  unsus})ccted.  It  ^reighed  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  pennyweights.  In  the  centre  of  a rich  frame- 
work were  medallions  bearing  the  portraits  of  'Washington  and 
Lafayette  inclosed  in  a wi’cath  of  olive  and  laurel  leaves.  Above  the 
medallions  was  a Eoman  lictor’s  axe  inclosed  in  fasces,  and  below 
these  an  escutcheon  containing  the  coat-of-arms  of  tlie  National  Guard. 
The  whole  was  surmounted  by  a spread-eagle  standing  upon  a globe, 
on  wdiich  were  the  words  America  and  France.'’  On  each  side  were 
the  flags  of  America  and  France  combined.  On  a scroll  at  tlie  base  of 
the  medal  were  the  words  Patrla  d (Jlor'ai."  This  medal  was 

furnished  by  ^larquand  A:  Brother,  then  the  lemling  jewellers  of  Xcav 
York,  who  employed  Bowler  W V\^ard,  of  Boughkeepsie,  to  execute  the 
work.  The  die  Avas  cut  by  ACard.  The  Avriter  Avatched  the  progress 
of  the  Avork  Avith  great  interest.  An  engraving  of  the  medal,  the 
natmul  size,  appeared  in  the  Xew  York  Mirmr  in  1S32,  and  in  the 
American  Jlisforical  Uccoril  in  IS 71. 

lender  the  title  of  Twenty-seAxnth  Eegiment  Xational  Guard  tlie 
corps  performed  its  duty  faithfully  in  militnry  drills  and  as  tlefenders 
of  ])ublic  order  in  the  city  of  Aew  York  on  seA'cral  occasions,  until 
IS-iT,  Avhen  the  goA^ernor  of  the  State  ordered  that  the  regiment,  then 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bremmer,  “ be  thereafter  called  and 
knoAvn  as  the  Seventh  Begiment  Xational  Guard."  Such  is  the 
genesis  and  early  history  of  this  yet  famous  regiment.  AYe  shall  meet 
it  on  important  fields  of  duty  hereafter. 

In  the  summer  of  1S3I  the  ])e;me  of  the  city  of  Xew  A'ork  Avas  fear- 
fully disturbed  by  riotous  proceedings  directed  against  the  advocates 
of  the  freedom  of  the  skiAX^s  in  our  country.  From  the  foundation  of 
our  national  gOAmrnment  the  ]niblic  mind  lia<l  Ixam  much  agitated 
from  time  to  time  by  discussions  concerning  tho  slavery  of  iu\groes  in 
our  land.  Indeed  liefore  the  Eevolution  their  emancipation  Avas 
strongly  urge<l  by  beneA'olent  and  enlightened  men,  not  only  from 
hunnine  considerations,  but  as  a Aviso  measure  of  political  ec(momy. 

In  the  midst  of  the  political  excitement  in  Alassachiisetts  iii  ITikl, 
groAving  out  of  the  Stani])  Act  tjuarri'l,  this  to])ic  Avas  the  cause  of  a 
Avarm  controversy,  in  Avhich  Xathaniefi  Ap[»leton  and  James  Swan, 
merchants  of  Boston,  distinguislu'd  themselvt's  as  writers  on  the  side  of 
human  freedom.  This  controve'rsy  Avas  iviu'wed  f)‘oni  time  to  tinn^ 
until  1773,  Avhen  it  became  so  warm  that  it  was  the  subject  of  disputa- 
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lions  at  Harvard  College.  The  Colonial  i\ssoniblv  made  efToi-ts  t > 
restrict  the  further  importation  of  negr-oes  intc^  the  ])rovinc(},  and  :i  tc>r 
suit  was  carried  int<j  the  Supi'eme  C-ourt,  on  the  (juestion  whetliei*  anv 
person  could  l)e  hel<l  as  a slave  in  ^rassachusetts.  It  took  the  form  of 
a suit  by  a negro  to  recover  wages  fiN.mi  his  alleged  master.  The  court 
decided  in  favor  the  slave. 

During  the  old  war  for  inde])endence  the  consciences  of  many  prom- 
inent slaveholders  made  tliem  question  the  righteousness  of  holding 
their  fellow-nien  in  bondage.  Henry  Laurens  expressed  his  conviction 
that  men  tighting  for  their  own  freedom  could,  liardly  expect  the  favor 
of  God  in  their  undertaking  vrhile  they  held  other  human  Ijeings  m 
slavery.  Societies  were  formed  to  create  ])ublic  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  lhacks.  One  established  in  Hhiladelphia  had  Dr. 
Franklin  for  its  pi’osident  and  ] )r.  Hush  for  its  secretary. 

After  the  war  these  liumane  efforts  were  continued.  In  17S5  the 
Manumission  Society  of  Xew  York  was  established,  of  which  John  Jay 
was  president.  Tlie  society  of  J’riends  or  Quakers  ahvavs  formed  a 
])ermanent  anti-slavery  society,  and  were  ever  active.  They  ])resented 
the  first  petition  to  the  Xational  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
In  1815  an  abolition  society  was  formed  in  Ohio.  During  the  del)ate 
in  Congress  aTid  out  of  it,  on  the  admission  of  i}rIissouri  into  the  Union 
as  a State  (lS2o-21k  the  country  was  fearfully  agitated  by  the  discus- 
sion of  the  slavery  question.  The  sulqect  was  vehemently  revived  in 
1831  by  the  utterances  of  the  IJher(if<n\  an  anti-slavery  newspaper 
published  in  Hoston  by  'William  Lloyd  Garrison,  which  denounced 
slavery  as  ‘‘a  sin  against  God  and  a crime  against  humanity.”  On 
the  basis  of  such  sentiments  an  anti-slavery  society  was  formed  in 
Hoston  in  1S.‘]:>,  and  tlie  next  }’ear  tlie  American  Anti-Slavery  Society 
was  organized  in  Hliiladelpliia,  whicli  existed  until  the  institution  of 
slavery  was  destroyed  by  the  fires  of  the  great  Civil  ACar  in  1831-3.1. 

Among  the  o})ponents  of  slavery  in  this  decade  the  Fifends  or 
Quakers  were  the  most  earnest,  the  most  prudent,  and  the  most  ]>rac- 
tical.  They  warred  against  the  hu^fitutfon,  not  against  its  .^ujynvie/'.'^. 
'They  condemned  the  system  of  slaveiy  as  unjust  and  unrighteous,  but 
did  not  denounce  slaveholder.  They  did  not  stand  behind  their  safe 
position  in  a Xorthern  Statt'  and  abuse  the  Southern  people,  but  they 
went  among  the  Southern  people  themselves  and  tried  to 
them  to  I’enounce  their  unrighteous  labor  system. 

One  of  tlu'  boldest  and  truest  of  these  ])reachers  of  righteousnes.s 
wuis  Flias  Hicks,  of  l.ong  Uland.  In  Adiginia  and  the  ('areJinas  he 
preached  more  vigo]\>usly  against  slavery  than  in  Xew  York  and 
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Ponnsylvania.  As  a rule  he  was  listened  to  with  interest  and  kindlv 
tivated.  Sometimes,  however,  he  aroused  indignation,  hut  alwavs  iiiet 
it  boldly.  On  one  occasion  a hearer  l(d‘t  the  meeting  in  tlaming  angei*, 
and  swore  he  would  shoot  that  fellow*'  if  ]j(^  canu?  near  liis  }>lanta  - 
tion.  Hicks  heard  of  the  threat,  and.  after  meeting  on  his  hat  and 
went  straight  to  the  planter's  house.  The  man  was  at  dinner.  In  a 
little  while  he  appeared,  when  Hicks,  in  a calm  and  dignilied  manner, 
said  : 

“ I understand  thou  hast  threatened  to  blow  out  the  brains  of  Elias 
Hicks  if  he  comes  upon  thy  pknitation.  I am  Elias  Hicks.'’ 

The  Virginian  said  he  thought  lie  would  be  justilled  in  doing  such  a 
deed  wdien  a man  came  to  preach  leliellion  to  his  slaves. 

‘‘  I came  to  preach  the  Gospel,"  said  the  (Quaker,  ‘‘  which  inculcates 
forgiveness  of  injuries  ipion  slaves  as  wu'll  as  iqion  other  men.  But  tell 
me,  if  thou  canst,  how  tliis  Gospel  can  be  tnil;/  preached,  without 
showing  the  slaves  that  they  <irr  injured,  and  thus  making  a man  of 
thy  sentiments  feel  as  if  tliey  wer<^  encouraged  in  rebellion.*’ 

A long  and  friendly  argument  ensued,  .Vt  ])arting  the  slaveliolder 
shook  hands  with  the  preacher,  and  invited  him  to  come  again.  Hicks 
repeated  the  visit,  and  six  months  afterward  this  Virginian  emanci- 
pated his  slaves. - 

So  early  as  the  autumn  of  1S;3M  there  Avere  abundant  symptoms  of  a 
riotous  spirit  among  the  ignorant  and  dangerous  classes  in  the  city  of 
Aew  York,  directed  against  the  “ abolitioni  Ts,"  as  the  anti-slavery 
people  were  now  called.  The  vigorous  and  aggressive  onslaughts  upon 
the  institution  of  slavery  which  the  .^Vnti-Slavei'v  Society  ^vas  then 
making  had  created  a feeling  ot  intense  opposition  among  all  classes, 
especially  business  men  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  connected  with  the 
Southern  trade,  and  tlie  cliampions  of  a holy  cause  soon  found  they 
were  breasting  an  almost  irresistil)le  cu]*r(‘nt.  The  lofty  motives  ^\■hich 
animated  the  philanthropists  w'ere  not  comprelu'ndi'd  or  given  siiHicient 
weight  by  the  general  ])ublic,  and  tlie  anti-slav(uy  ])e<)](lo  Were  re- 
garded as  ])ragmatical  fanatics.  Yor  were  the  meth(.)ds  of  the  aboli- 
tionists always  judicious  or  wise. 

The  avowed  ol)ject  of  tlie  anti-slavery  societies  had  created  alarm 
and  indignation  and  chronic  irritation  aim>ng  the  ]ieopl(‘  of  tlu'  slave- 
labor  States,  and  very  soon  the  muttering  thunder  of  threats  of 
disunion  were  heard.  This  ominous  sound  disturbed  the  nerves  of 
commerce  at  the  Y'ortli.  Y"ew  York  City  especially  was  intimately 
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connected  in  interest  with  all  the  business  centres  in  the  South,  and 
when  her  merchants  and  other  Inisiness  men  observed  their  Soutliei’n 
customer  l)ecoinini^  suspicious  and  less  cordial,  and  disposed  mor(^  ain! 
more  to  halt  at  llaltimore,  they  naturally  regarded  tlie  abolitionists  as 
tlie  enemies  of  the  Tnion — at  least  enemies  of  a unity  of  feeling  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  sections  of  the  Ilepu1)lic. 

The  opposition  to  tlie  abolitionists  everywhere  was  intensified  Iw  the 
course  pursued  l)y  William  Lloyd  Ganason,  who  was  in  England  in 
1833.  lie  joined  the  anti-slavery  men  of  that  country  in  tierce  denun- 
ciations of  his  own  land  before  the  would,  as  inconsistent  in  its  })olicy, 
false  in  its  high  pn^t elisions  as  the  guardian  of  free  institutions,  and 
criminal  in  a high  degree.  The  patriotism  of  our  peojde  was  shocked, 
and  tlie  old  prejudices  against  the  ‘‘  Britishers*'  was  ai-oused.  As 
Garrison  was  regarded  as  the  embodiment  of  the  princijiles  and  designs 
of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  there  was  a general  feeling  that  the  aboli- 
tionists must  be  put  down.  When,  therefore,  in  the  fall  of  1833 
Garrison  returned,  and  a notice  apjieared  of  a meeting  of  the  anti- 
slavery  champions  in  tlie  city  of  ETew  York  to  be  held  in  Chnton  Hall, 
some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  city  resolved  to  attend  the 
meeting,  and  by  the  weight  of  numliers  and  character  crush  wliat  tlapv 
deemed  the  head  of  the  dangerous  ser|)cnt  of  disunion.  A more  excit- 
able, less  scrupulous,  and  more  disreputable  class  of  citizens  determined 
to  accomplish  tlia.t  oliject  in  another  way.  Accordingly  on  the  2d  of 
Octolier  they  posted  a placard,  in  large  letters,  all  over  the  city,  con- 
taining these  words  : 

“ NOTICE. 

“ To  ALL  Persons  erom  the  South  ! 

“ All  persons  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  meeting  called  by 
J.  Leaattt,  W.  Goooell, 

W.  Green,  J.  Rankin, 

Lewis  Tappan, 


at  Clinton  Hall  this  evening  at  7 o’clock,  are  requested  to  at- 
tend at  the  same  hour  and  jdace. 

“Many  Southerners. 

“AY/c  York,  October  2d,  1833. 

“ N.R.  All  citizens  who  n)ay  feel  disposed  to  manifest  the 
true  feeling  of  the  State  on  this  subject  are  requested  to  at- 
tend.” 

This  deceptive  notice--this  false  assignment  of  the  anthoi’ship  of  it— - 
was  calculated  to  enlist  the  symikitiiies  of  a lai’ge  cla.^s  of  citizens,  and 
the  wicked  hint  given  in  the  /wtr/  h ne  was  evidently  inteiulod  to  niai- 
shal  a host  of  the  dangerous  class  in  the  city. 
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Soon  after  six  o'clock  a crowd  began  to  gathei*  in  front  of  (/linton 
Hull.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  there  AV'as  a noticr*  on  the  door  that 
no  meeting  would  he  held.  ^^klany  citizens  inniHaliatel v W(uit  home, 
hut  still  the  crowd  swelled  until  it  nimibeivil  thousands  and  Idlnd  th(‘ 
air  with  tninultuons  shouts  and  execrations,  llundi’eds  nished  into  the 
hall  until  the  audience-room  was  densely  packed.  A meeting  was 
organized,  and  at  a (piarter  ])ast  seven  o’clock  it  adjourned  to  Tam- 
many Hall,  wdiere  it  was  reorganized.  A man  was  about  to  address 
the  assembled  people  when  a person  snddeidy  entoisal  the  room,  and 
going  to  the  chairman  informed  him  that  the  abolition  meeting  an- 
nounced to  be  held  at  Clinton  Hall  was  at  that  monumt  in  progre.ss  at 
the  Chatham  Street  Chapel. 

“ To  the  chapel  I To  the  chapel  ! leet  us  go  and  dis[)erse  them  !" 
siiouted  several  voices,  and  the  crowd  surged  witli  excitement.  The 
cliairman,  who  was  an  order-loving  citizen,  told  them  they  liad  met  to 
])ass  certain  resolutions,  ami  when  timt  business  was  ended  they  might 
act  as  they  pleased.  The  resolutions  condemnatoiy  of  the  abolitionists 
and  containing  assurances  of  support  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  were 
])assed,  when  a large  prop^ortion  of  tlie  meeting  I'ushed  for  the  (’hatham 
Street  Chaj^el.  Tlie  few  persons  gadhered  there,  ;ij>prised  of  their 
danger,  had  left,  and  the  crowd  found  tlie  room  em])ty,  with  the  doors 
o])en  and  the  lights  all  burning. 

An  expected  trag'edy  veas  now  changed  into  a farce.  The  ])assions 
of  the  eroded  had  subsided,  and  tliev  wei’e  in  good  humor.  Thev  took 
possession  of  the  deserted  room  and  ap]»ointed  a jolly  colored  man  who 
had  taken  })art  with  them  chairman  of  the  meeting.  He  was  addn'ssed 
bv'the  nanne  of  one  «jf  the  leading  abolitionists.  .Vfic?'  irissing  some 
absurd  resolutions  and  receiving  the  solemn  thanks  of  the  cliairman  for 
the  honor  tliev  had  conferred  upon  him,  tlie  cro'.vd  disipeiv.ed  with 
laughter,  songs,  and  hilarious  shouts  as  they  passed  into  the  street  and 
went  home.  The  cham])ions  of  freedom  ^vho  had  ;i.  semb|e'd  at  the 
chapel  had  stolen  a march  on  the  crowd  at  Clinton  and  Tammany 
lialls.  Tliey  liad  (piiiUly  formed  the  "‘  New  Toil:  ('ity  Anti-Slavery 
Society.  ” 

In  the  anti-slavery  movements  up  to  this  period  (and  afterward  to 
the  ])eriod  of  Ids  death)  one  of  the  most  zealous,  active,  ami  judicious 
of  the  friends  of  the  slave  was  the  Hon.  William  day.  Tda' alaves  in 
tlie  State  of  IXew  Yoi’k  were  emanci])ated  by  law  on  the  4th  of  July, 
Ij^dT.  In  S('ptemb(U’  following,  in  his  clisrgv'  to  tla^  grand  jury  of 
Westchesicr  Coiim\',  diidan  .lav  -aid.  in  allmion  t'»  i!ie  ere;  t ;c  t : 

“ I cannot  forbear  to  congratu[;‘.t''  you  on  tluit  evmil,  so  an  eicioim 
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to  the  character  and  happiues.s  of  the  coiniuunity.  . . . AVithiu  a 

few  mouths  more  than  ten  thousand  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  lx*.  >! 
restored  to  those  riglits  whicli  our  fatlun's  in  the  T)(^claration  of  Ind*- 
pendence  pronounc(‘d  to  be  inalienable,  and  to  liave  been  o'rantrsl  to  ait 
men  by  their  Creator.  As  yet  we  have  no  reas(m  to  sujipose  that 
crimes  have  multiplied  or  the  public  peace  distuiAed  by  the  (Uiiancipa 
tion  of  our  slaves  ; nor  can  we  fear  that  lie  who  commanded  us  to  d.j 
justice  and  love  mercy  will  ])ermit  us  to  suffer  by  obeying-  llis  injunc- 
tions.” 

The  city  of  Xew  York  became  the  headquarters  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  which  Avas  formed  at  riiiladelphia  December  To, 
1833.  At  the  suggestion  of  Judge  Jay,  they  explicitly  detined  tlu-ir 
political  princijJes  in  the  constitution  of  the  society  by  declaring  : 
1.  That  each  State  in  Avliicli  slavery  exists  lias,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  exclusive  riglit  to  legislate  in  regard  to  abolition 
in  that  State  ; 2.  That  they  Avould  endeavor,  in  a constitutional  way, 
to  influence  Congress  to  ]mt  an  end  to  the  domestic  slave  trade  and  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  Dh^trict  of  Columbia,  and  likewise  to  prevent  tin' 
extension  of  slavery  to  any  State  that  might  thereafter  lie  admitted  t(» 
the  Union  ; 3.  That  the  society  and  its  auxiliaries  Avill  never,  in  any 
way,  countenance  the  oppressed  in  vindicating  their  rights  by  resorting 
to  physical  force. 

These  declarations  formed  an  essential  part  of  the  Avork  of  Judgi' 
Jay  in  the  fashioning  of  the  constitution  of  the  society,  for  it  aatis  at 

* William  Jay,  LL.T).,  secoiiT  son  of  Chief-Justice  Jay,  was  born  at  Beilford,  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  June  10,  170S.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1SU8,  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  legal  profession.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  married  Miss 
Angusta  IMcYiekar,  of  New  York  City.  During  his  mature  life  he  was  continually  engaged 
in  philanthropic  efforts  for  the  elevation,  well-being,  and  liaj)])iiiess  of  mankind, 
earnestly  advocating  temperance,  peace,  and  freedom  from  slavery  of  every  kind.  Ho 
early  as  1815  he  founded  a tcunieranee  society. 

Mr.  Jay  was  one  of  the  founders  and  able  defenders  of  the  American  Diblc  Hociety. 
In  1818  Oovenuu-  Tompkins  appointed  him  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
AVestcliestcr  County.  He  continued  on  the  bench  until  1812,  when  lie  was  relieved  of 
the  ofheo  by  Governor  Rouck.  at  the  demand  of  the  Southern  wing  of  the  Democratic 
party,  on  account  of  his  anti-slavery  opinions. 

In  1820  a free  colored  man  named  Horton,  living  in  AVestchester  County,  went  to 
AVashington,  where  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  as  a fugitive  slave.  The  sheriff 
advertised  in  the  Xafiorad  InteUhjeurtir  that  unless  his  owner  called  for  him  ho  would  bo 
sold  to  “ pay  jail  fees  and  other  expenses.”  A copy  of  the  i)aper  containing  this  adver- 
tisehient  accidentally  fell  into  the  hands  of  a resident  of  AA'estchester,  who  laid  the  mat- 
ter before  Judgti  -lay.  The  latter  at  oru'C  asked  Governor  Dc  AVitt  t’lintoii  to  drinaiid 
from  the  autli oritit'S  at  AVa-liington  the  iustaiit  release  of  the  victim  as  a “ free  eiti/ea  i f 
the  State  of  New  York.''  It  was  done,  and  Horton  was  released.  This  jirompt  act  a -a 
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a declaration  of  its  objects  and  an  explanation  of  its  desi^n^s. 
'Hiey  were  so  judicious  and  sound  in  ])rinci])le  that  auxiliarv  societies 
ra[>idly  increased.  So  eai’ly  a.s  1 Sot),  sixteen  hundred  and  liftv  auxil- 
iary societies  liad  ado[)ted  the  political  principles  of  this  constitution, 
which  in  lS5r>  Avere  made  the  basis  of  tiie  Itepublican  })arty. 

'I'he  winter  of  lS3o-.‘U  passed  Avithout  any  occasion  for  ])ublic  dis- 
turbance. In  the  spring-  of  1S3I  occurred  the  fearful  election  riot, 
already  described,  AAdiich  aroused  the  passions  of  the  lower  orders  of 
society.  This  riot  Avas  folloAAxnl  by  seizures  and  carrying  aAA'ay  to  the 
South  of  seA’eral  colored  people  in  the  city  on  the  pretence  that  they 
Avere  fugitive  slaA’-es. 

These  outrages  excited  the  indignation  and  stimulated  the  zeal  of  the 
members  of  the  Anti-SiaA'ciw  Society.  They  became  more  vigilant, 
actiA'e,  and  determined  than  CAvn%  and  there  AA-ere  accessions  of  good 
and  bra\^e  men  to  their  ranks.  But  the  tide  of  o|)})osition  to  their 
(-ause  rose  rapidly  as  their  zeal  bore  fruit.  Some  of  the  ne\\xs])apers  of 

oa  the  part  of  Judge  Jay  and  its  results  initiated  movements  from  time  to  time  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  authorizing  such  arrests  and  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

When,  in  1835,  Ih'esident  Jackson  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  called  the  atten- 
tion of  that  body  to  the  doings  of  the  anti-slavery  societies  as  “ repugnant  to  the  j>vinci- 
jdes  of  our  national  com2>act  and  to  the  dictates  of  liumanity  and  religion,”  and  sug- 
gested to  Congress  the  j>assage  of  a law  to  prohibit  “the  circulation  in  the  Southern 
States  through  the  mails  of  incendiary  2)uldications  intended  to  instigate  tlie  slaves  to 
insurrection” — denouncing  the  sending  of  these  i)ublications  as  “ unconstitutional  and 
wicked  attem^ds”  to  do  mischief— the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  at  New  York,  to  whose  members  and  auxiliaries  the  I'rosideui’s  language  was 
intended  to  a2'>ply,  prom2)tlA’  met  this  attack  by  an  elaborate,  dignitied,  and  powerful 
protest  against  the  accusation.  It  was  written  by  Judge  Jay. 

That  protest  suggested  to  tb.e  President  the  2)ro|)riety  of  ascertaining  the  real  designs 
of  the  abolitionists  before  liis  jiiisaiijirehension  should  lead  him  to  sanrtion  any  more 
triding  with  the  liberties  of  the  |>ress  (which  jmstmasters  had  already  <u)ne  by  refusing 
to  send  anti-slavery  publications  through  the  mails).  He  was  reminded  that  there  were 
then  (1>535)  350  anti-slavery  societies,  with  thousands  of  members  . and  the  executive 
committee  invited  Congress  to  ai)point  a committoo  of  investigation  to  visit  their  otlice 
at  New  York,  pledging  themselves  to  j:>ut  in  jjossession  of  such  committre  their  ]>ubliea- 
tions  and  corresj)ondence,  and  to  answer,  under  oath,  all  interrogations. 

“ To  rej'el  your  charges  and  to  disabuse  the  imblii',”  said  the  i»rotest,  wes  a duty  we 
owed  to  ourselves,  our  children,  and  above  all  to  the  great  iind  holy  cause  in  which  we 
are  engaged.  That  cause  is,  we  believe,  approved  by  our  iUaker  ; and  while  we  retain 
this  belief  it  is  our  intention,  trusting  to  his  direction  and  protection,  to  jicrsovero  in 
our  endeavors  to  imjiross  uinm  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  countrymen  the  sinfulness  of 
<-laiming  iirojiertA’  in  human  l.'cings,  and  the  duty  and  wisdom  of  immediately  reliiiouish- 
ing  it.  When  convinced  that  our  endeaveu's  are  Avrong,  we  shall  abandon  them,  but  such 
|•('nvietions  must  be  ])rc)dueed  by  other  arguments  than  vitu2>eration,  po2)ular  viobui.-e, 
or  iv.  nal  cnaelments.'’ 
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the  city  panclored  to  the  evil  passions;  of  tlie  lower  and  the  dany<’r<.:x 
classes.  They  even  suggested  a course  of  open  hostility  to  th(‘ah(.!i- 
tionists,  and  acts  of  violence,  with  a view  to  crush  the  pestdiuit  fac- 
tion.” This  reprehensible  cultivation  of  a mob  spirit  soon  prodia  cd 
bitter  fruit. 

On  the  evening  of  July  0th  quite  a large  assemlily  of  coloi-ed  ]>ersons 
of  both  sexes  occupied  the  Chatham  Street  Cha[)el  for  the  puiqiosi*  o‘ 
listening  to  a sermon  by  a negro  }>reacher.  The  Xew  York  Saci’isl 
Music  Society  had  leased  the  building  for  use  on  certain  evenings  each 
week.  They  claimed  that  the  evening  of  the  0th  was  one  of  tlaaii. 
At  that  time  Police- Justice  Lowndes  was  president  of  the  society,  and 
Or.  Pockwell  was  vice-president.  They  repaired  to  the  chapel  during 
the  evening  with  some  of  the  members  of  the  society,  and  insisted  that 
the  colored  people  slioiild  immediately  leave  the  building.  The  latter, 
having  hired  and  paid  for  it,  refused  to  leave.  High  words  ensued, 
which  were  speedily  exchanged  for  blows.  In  the  fracas  loaded  canes 
Avere  freely  used,  lamps  and  chaii*s  Avere  broken,  and  two  or  tliree  }>er- 

The  previous  year  (1834)  Judge  Jay  bad  completed  and  published  the  life  and  corre- 
spondence of  bis  father,  in  two  volumes,  also  “ An  Inquiry  into  the  Ciuiracter  of  the 
American  Colonization  and  Anti-Slaver\’  Societies.”  The  next  year,  when  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York  had  under  consideration  a law  restricting  the  freedom  of 
speech,  he  said  to  the  grand  jury  of  AVestchester  County  : ‘‘  Any  law  that  may  be  passed 
to  abridge  in  the  slightest  <Iegree  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  to  .shield  any 
one  subject  for  discussitui,  will  be  utterly  null  and  void,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  everv 
good  citizen  to  resist,  with  energy  and  decision,  so  palpable  a violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion,” 

In  1835  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  issued  an  official  manifesto  of  their  princi- 
ples, to  remove  false  impressions  as  to  their  views  and  methods,  addressed  ‘ To  the 
Public.”  It  was  written  by  Judge  Jay,  and  signed  by  Arthur  Tappan,  as  jiresident,  aial 
John  Rankin,  AVilliam  Jay,  Eliziir  A^Yight,  Abraham  L.  Cox,  Lewis  Tapi^an,  S.  S.  Cornish. 
S.  S.  Jocelyn,  and  Theodore  S.  Dwight.  It  denounced  the  unconstitutional  usuiqiatiou 
of  the  government  to  protect  slavery,  and  to  prevent  free  discussion  and  tlie  freedom  of 
the  mails,  and  closed  witii  these  words  of  warning  : ‘‘  Surely  we  need  not  remind  you 
that  if  you  submit  to  sucli  an  encroachment  on  your  liberties  the  days  of  our  Repul  Jic 
are  numbered,  and  that  aithou"h  abolitionists  maj'  be  the  first,  they  will  not  be  the  last 
victims  ottered  at  the  slirine  of  arbitrary  power.”  This  manifesto  uttraoted  great  atten- 
tion at  home  and  abroad,  lieing  widely  translated  and  commented  upon  in  Europe. 

After  1835  Judge  Jay  puidished  many  paper.s  on  the  subjects  largely  tilling  his  mind 
and  heart — the  condition  of  the  sbives,  the  relations  of  the  National  Government  to 
slavery,  the  violation  V>y  Congress  of  the  right  of  petition,  an  address  to  the  non-slave- 
holders in  the  slave-labor  States,  etc. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  V)erich  Judge  Jay  visited  Europe  and  extended  his  tour  to  Egyjit, 
wliere,  with  Sir  Gardiner  Wilkinson,  he  investigated  the  subject  of  slavery  in  Eg.vi»t- 
Ho  was  for  many  years  )>rt  sidciit  of  the  American  I'eaee  Society.  In  IMS  lie  was  vi-it>  d 
by  an  earnest  <diam]uon  of  {»e;u*e,  -Tose])h  .Sturge,  an  English  Friend  <ir  Quaker,  an«l 
showed  his  guest  some  pages  of  a work  which  was  printed  soon  afterward,  entitled”  V\ar 
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were  quite  seriously  injured.  A largo  crowd  gatluM-ed  around  tln,^ 
door  and  a serious  hot  was  threatened,  but  the  |)Olice  in  stnnig  niini- 
Ihts  .soon  api^eared  and  drove  the  whole  crowd,  white  and  black,  tVom 
ilic  building.  But  the  fracas  continued  for  sonu'  time  in  the  sti-t'et. 
Lewis  Tappan,  being  recognized  as  oiu'  of  the  listeners  to  the  colorcal 
preacher,  was  followed  to  his  liousc  in  Rose  Street  by  a ])ortion  of  the 
crowd,  who  greeted  him  Avith  yells  and  ex(‘crations,  and  pelted  his 
house  Avith  stones  after  he  entered  it. 

A croAAnl  gathered  in  front  of  the  chapel  the  next  e\’ening  (July  10). 
They  found  it  closed  and  its  portals  locked.  They  Avere  burst  open, 
the  croAAxl  rushed  in,  and  an  anti-abolition  meeting  Avas  organized, 
with  W.  W.  AVilder  in  the  chair.  In  a speech  he  denounced  the  aboli- 
tion movement  as  dangerous,  and  proposed  to  adjourn  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Anti-SlaA^ery  Society.  It  aa^is  agreed  to,  but  the  nji(.;a:e 
excitable  and  evil-dis})osed  portion  of  the  crowd  Avere  not  satisfied.  A 
A'oice  cried  out  : 

“To  the  EoAAmry  Theatre  !’• 

and  Peace  : tlie  Evils  of  the  First,  with  a Plan  for  Preserving  the  Last.”  It  advocated 
international  treaties  stipulating  to  refer  future  international  ditf(U'ence>^  to  arbitration, 
as  was  done  in  1871-72  in  the  Alabama  crises.  Mr.  Sturge  published  it  in^England,  and  it 
was  received  with  great  favor.  This  plan,  after  being  uubu'sed  by  peace  conventions 
at  Brussels,  Paris,  and  London,  led  to  the  adoption  of  tlie  famous  protocol  by  the  con- 
gress at  Paris,  after  the  Crimean  war  in  18.54,  by  seven  European  .states,  including  Prus 
sia,  which  declared  their  wish  to  resort  to  arbitration  before  appealing  to  arms.  It  is 
an  act  important  to  civilization,  ” said  Lord  Malmesbury  ; and  “ worthj^  of  immortal  re- 
nown,” said  Lord  Derby.  . - «- 

Judge  Jay’s  publications  on  all  subjects  were  forty-three  in  number. ilany  of  them 
w^ere  widely  circulated  and  exercised  much  luthu^ice  on  pul  die  opinion.  He  left  m 
manuscript  an  elaborate  commentary  on  the  Bible.  By  his  will  he  U ft  a bequest  of  SIOOO 
for  “ promoting  the  safety  and  comfort  of  fugitive  slaves.”  Ho  did  not  live  to  see  tlie 
great  desire  of  his  heart  realized  in  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  which  occurred  within 
five  years  after  his  death.  He  died  in  the  city  of  Mew  York,  with  tlie  interests  of  which 
ho  was  long  identitied,  on  October  14,  1858. 

On  the  death  of  Judge  Jay  appropriate  proceedings  were  hold  by  the  M'ew  Y'ork  His- 
torical Society,  the  American  Peace  Society,  the  bar  of  AVcstchester  (hmnty,  and  other 
liodies.  On  the  invitation  of  the  colored  citizens  of  Mew  York  a eulogy  on  the  deceased 
was  delivered  by  Frederick  Douglass,  and  ilr.  Greeley  .said  m the  Tribune  : “ As  to  C'hief- 
Justice  Jay,  the  father,  may  be  attributed  more  than  to  any  other  one  man  tl  o abolition 
of  negro  bondage  in  this  State,  so  to  Judge  William  Jay,  the  son,  the  future  will  give  the 
credit’ of  having  been  one  of  the  earliest  advocates  of  the  anti-slavery  movcnnuit  which  at 
this  moment  [October,  18.58]  influences  so  radically  the  politics  and  the  philanthropy  of 
this  country,  and  having  guided  by  his  writings  in  a Large  measure  the  direction  which 
a cause  so  important  and  so  conservative  of  the  best  and  most  precious  rights  of  tlio 
}>eople  should  take.” 

The  portrait  from  which  our  engraving  was  made  is  from  a painting  by  AVcnzlor  for 
the  court-house  at  'White  Plains. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Tlic  stage  manager  of  that  tlieatre  was  an  Englislmian  who  ha*! 
made  himself  ohnoxioiis  by  s[>eakingdis])aragingly  of  Americans.  'I'lia!. 
evening  IkuI  been  appointed  foi*  his  beneht.  Diu-ing  the  day  plaeai'h. 
had  been  po.sted  over  the  city,  calling  attemion  to  the  manager's  h.>-.- 
tility  to  the  Americans,  lly  a stj-ange  syllogism  in  the  minds  of  th-* 
mob  this  manager's  sin  was  interwoven  into  a web  of  otfence  with  ti:  • 
dangerous  teachings  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society.  Garrison,  one  of  its 
founders,  has  coalesced  with  Englishmen  in  denouncing  his  conn  try  man 
as  sinners,  even  criminals  ; therefore  the  slanderous  manager  was  an 
ally  of  the  abolitionists.  So  the  mob  seemed  to  reason,  and  acting 
upon  tlie  idea  they  rushed  u[)  Chatham  Street  to  the  Eowery,  in  a wild, 
excited  mass,  gathering  with  tumultuous  shouts  in  front  of  the  theati-c. 

Apprised  of  the  approach  of  the  mischievous  multitude,  the  doors 
were  closed  against  them.  The  huge  mass  burst  them  o[)en,  and 
rushed  up  the  aisles  toward  the  footlights,  spreading  consternation  ovei* 
the  audience.  The  play  was  going  on.  It  was  2[eta moru.^  and  Foi’rest 
was  performing  in  the  })rincipal  character.  The  actors  were  alanned 
by  the  appalling  scene  not  announced  in  the  ])laybills.  Hamblin  and 
Forrest  tried  to  aihlress  the  rioters  ; their  voices  were  drowned  by 
yells  and  other  noises  from  tlie  tliroats  of  the  intriulei’S. 

While  the  mol)  had  full  possession  of  the  house,  a large  body  of 
])olice  suddenly  appeared  and  drove  the  rioters  from  the  l)uilding.  Ex- 
asperated by  this  treatment,  and  more  excited,  a cry  was.  raised  : 

To  Arthur  Tap[)an's  house  !’’ 

The  cry  was  echoed  by  the  multitude,  and  a racing  crowd  started 
down  the  street,  d’hev  were  diverted  from  Arthur's  house  to  that  of 
his  brother  Lewis,  in  Rose  Street,  a moi'e  obnoxious  abolitionist  than 
the  other,  who  was  an  extensive  dealer  in  silks.  They  demolished  the 
front  windows  of  the  house,  Inirst  in  the  dooi's,  and  s<x)u  tilled  the 
rooms  from  which  tin*  family  had  tied  in  terroi-.  They  began  to  smash 
the  furniture  or  cast  it  into  the  streid.  Chairs,  sofas,  tables,  ])ietui'<s, 
mirroi's,  bedding,  oiaiaments  were  thrown  out  into  a promiscuous  mass, 
])re[)aratory  to  the  a])])lication  of  the  toi’cli. 

It  is  related  (with  how  much  truth  I know  not)  that  duiTig  this  wdd 
scene  of  devastation  a pleasing  incident  occurred.  A portrait  of 
Washington  Acas  about  to  be  thrown  out  of  a,  Acmdow,  when  suddenly 
some  one  shouted  : 

“ It  IS  AVhishington  ! For  God's  sake,  don't  l)urn  Washington  1" 

The  roar  of  the  mob  instantly  ceased.  The  pictui'i'  was  tcmdt'rly 
handed  outof  tlm  window.  ])a>s('d  ovi'r  the  bends  of  the  crowd  fi"!n 
]£Uin  to  man.  and  left  for  r;afct\'  in  a neighboring  dwelling. 
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Just  ns  tlic  work  of  (lest I’lict ion  was  resumed,  tlie  ])olice  came  swoop- 
im;*  down  the  street,  when  the  mob  broke  and  Hud  ; but  hndinp;  ;i  pile 
of  bricks  they  armed  themselves  with  them,  i'allicd,  and  I'etiirned. 
'i'iu.'V  assailed  the  watchmen  or  the  police  so  iiercely  that  tiiev  in  turn 
were  compelled  to  tlv.  Then  the  mass  of  fm-niture  and  beddiny  on  the 
sidewalk  was  set  on  lire,  illuminating  the  whole  strecU.  The  lire-bells 
were  I’ung,  tlie  lire-en^’ines  were  soon  at  the  ])lace  of  dangei*,  the  mob 
was  dispersed,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  street  was  Cjuiet, 
and  Lewis  Tappan's  sacked  dwelling  was  in  the  hands  of  the  civil 
guardians  of  the  peace. 

For  these  fierce  demonstrations  of  mob  violrmce  the  abolitionists 
themselves  wmre  not  altogether  blameless.  During  the  excitement  on 
the  day  following  the  demonstration  at  Chatham  Sti'eet  Chapel,  some 
injudicious  member  or  memlxu’s  of  the  .Vnti-Siavery  Society  caused  an 
incendiary  })lacard  to  be  posted  over  the  city.  It  was  lieaded  with  the 
vcords,  in  large  letters  : 

‘‘Look  out  fou  KioxAPrixo  I !'" 

Then  followed  a wood-cut  representing  a slave-driver  mounted  on  a 
horse  brandishing  a triple-thonged  whi[>,  chiving  before  him  a colored 
man,  whose  wife  and  chikDen  were  clinging  to  him  to  jirevent  the 
dreadful  family  separation.  This,  as  a thoughtful  inan  might  have 
foreseen,  inflamed  the  mob  spirit  which  burned  so  Iiercely  in  the  attack 
on  klr.  Tappan’s  house. 

Among  other  good  inen  in  the  city  who  laid  espoused  the  abolition 
cause  and  were  active  members  of  the  city  Anti -Slavery  Society  were 
Samuel  Hanson  CTx,  D.D..  his  brotlier,  Abraham  Cox,  M.D..  the  Lev. 
iMr.  Ludlovvg  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  a Quaker  merclaint,  and  most  of  his  co- 
religionists, and  other  worthy  and  highly  res[>ected  citizens.  I’he  Rev. 
Dr.  Cox,  though  opposed  by  most  of  his  congrogation,  who  w(‘re 
ITesbyterians,  wais  already  known  as  an  outs[)ok'en  ailvocateof  freedom 
for  the  slave.  He  was  an  elocjuent  preacher  and  much  lieloved  by  his 
congregation,  Avho  compc^sed  tlie  Laight  StruaU  Church.  Mr.  hudlow 
was 'also  a fervent  Presfiyterian  ])reacher,  fatlier  of  the  well-kmown 
writer,  Fitzhugh  Ludlow,  and  was  pastor  of  a church  in  Spring  Street. 
He  was  also  a bold,  outspoken  opposer  of  tlie  sy.stem  of  slavery  in  our 
country. 

Society  in  the  city  was  Cjuiet  on  the  surface  (m  the  day  after  the 
attack  upon  Lewis  Ta])]>an's  house,  l)ut  in  its  lowm*  depths  — the 
groggeries  and  otlier  nrilms  of  \g(‘e--t!i('r('  was  a slumbmM'ng  vokamo, 
liable  to  be  uncapjied  at  any  moment  by  the  least  disturbing  cause. 
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Tbrougliout  tlie  city  tlio  riot  was  almost  the  only  topic  of  convf3vsatior., 
and  the  citizens  felt  an  indehnal)le  dread  of  nioi’c  trouble. 

On  the  nioming  of  the  lltli  Mayor  Lawrence  ordered  some  of  thn 
city  troops  to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  in  preserving  the  peace,  if  calh'd 
upon  to  do  so.  In  the  evening  their  services  Avere  needed.  At 
twilight  a crowd  began  to  assemble  in  front  of  the  battered  dwelling  of 
Lewis  Tappan,  and  another  attack  seemed  imminent  when  the  police 
suddenly  appeared  and  dispersed  them.  They  milled  elsewhere  in  cam- 
tiiiually  increasing  volume,  preparing  for  destructive  Avork  later  in  th(3 
ev^ening. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Xational  Guard  had  been  called  upon  l)y  tlu‘ 
mayor  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace.  lie  also  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  upon  the  citizens  to  do  Avhat  they  could  to  main- 
tain order.  The  Xational  Guard  assembled  at  the  arsenal  to  th(3 
number  of  four  hundred,  and  there  awaited  orders.  At  twiliglit  tli<3 
mayor  directed  them  to  march  to  the  City  Hall,  to  be  held  in  readiness 
to  act.  Colonel  Stevens  asked  for  ammunition.  It  Avas  refused,  Avhen 
he  declared  he  Avould  not  moA^e  a step  until  furnished  with  ball  cart- 
ridges. The  mayor  then  complied,  and  six  rounds  each  Avere  given  to 
his  men. 

The  churches  seemed  to  be  special  objects  of  dislike  to  the  riotei’s. 
They  attacked  five  of  tlie  temples  of  Avorship — namely,  that  of  Dr. 
Cox's  church  in  Laight  Street,  iMr.  LudloAvbs  church  in  Spring  Street, 
the  xVfrican  Cha})ol  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Leonard  streets. 
St.  Philip’s  Church  (colored)  in  Centre  Street,  and  a church  on  the 
corner  of  Dey  and  'Washington  streets. 

The  mob  dispei’sed  at  Pose  w^trei't  rallied,  rushed  across  the  town  to 
Laight  Street,  and  made  a sudden  and  furious  attack  upon  Dr.  Cox's 
churcli  edifice.  They  smashed  the  Avindows  Avith  stones  and  bricks, 
and  rent  the  air  with  yells  and  Avith  horrid  imprecations  on  the  aboli- 
tionists. They  seemed  determined  to  la.y  the  building  in  ruins,  but 
were  suddenly  interrupted  in  their  destructiA^e  Avork  by  the  appearance 
of  the  niayoi*,  pi^lice  justice,  district  attorney,  and  a body  of  ])olice. 
Fearing  arrest,  the  cowards  ran  in  all  directions,  but  were  soon  re- 
united, evidently  by  ])revious  concert,  in  front  of  Dr.  Cox's  dAA'elling  in 
Charlton  Street. 

'Warnings,  threats,  and  the  fate  of  iMr.  Tappan's  house  had  induc(‘<l 
Dr.  Cox  to  remoA’e  his  furniture  and  his  family  to  a place  of  .safety. 
The  mob  found  his  front  door  barricaded.  They  bi’oke  it  open,  and 
had  begun  to  destroy  the  Avindows  and  the  blinds  of  the  lower  stoiy 
Avhen  detachments  of  cavalry  dislodged  them.  They  fell  back,  but  ral- 


■ .V'  ■ " 

■■  A 


■ 


i ,‘L 


■i’-'i  ,A‘ 

3se 


, ■ ':!-.J-;wndT 

;«>W4^.:fi:  vWf*’’'^  O'tt  j!')!  .'.I,.-  V -;'  .•■'.■  'mH. 

' •'>■"’1'  l■^■.v  .: : 'rr^lr'  ‘^’^}  ''■•  :/ui(i'';'^’ii  ■>.  - i ' 


lfi 

',  ?'('">■■•,  f'tir  '-  '''  ' 4:rdT'- 


^ . - . , ■ , „ •-  *■  -P-.,.  , ^ V -- 


■•'^^'  ' ■ -^ k4  'v..  nlf '-69-:3i  ■'  ■■*''' 


A)-  m vi  > : 

V ■ 

,h\  ■. 

.•'’/n  .('1/  4''.v'  i»:t^>  lti'.>A^':j 

I:!';ll4b,,' 

iMyj 

Ati  i iX>  ‘ ) viV' . i.; v;, :'>|‘;1  •H’ 

f )V>-»  f'-'  ■•;;.';,t-'f 


ijrTfj  • ‘ ) 'Ufr  ■!>}'  • , i40: 

' V- ' ■ ' ■4,  ;•■  ■ ^ ^ ^ J ^ 


‘•i')  !h  ' ' .'  I'-;  ► ri  M'.  ••b4’-.^f> 


.>}  'lo 


fw  t-  • ' *'V  '.4V  r S5  . _ 

' 1 ~'kj  kf-yiS-^U  <' 


'?  f 


' ■ •'■  ■ . 58^<i*V''-i,  -=^.'..  V « >,•'  - . • .«  t . ' 


"‘^ ,-,vi  i t ? 


■B'^r 


n. 


i'f  ' ' 4^  VjD' I'  ■•  ..'  A .;  !?  >7f  .'S'  , *A-^  v 


FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


33: 


and  seizing  some  carts  made  a barricade  across  tlie  street.  They 
liiially  retired  without  being-  attacked  by  the  military. 

^leaiiwhile  a large  crowd  liad  gathered  in  front  of  .Vrthur  Tappan’s 
store  on  Hanover  Square,  and  began  to  assail  it  with  stones,  l-'ifteen 
or  twenty  watchmen  liad  been  stationed  there,  but  were  overpowered 
by  the  rioters  and  compelled  to  fly  for  their  lives.  Alderman  ladagh 
bravely  .stood  his  ground  in  defence  of  law  and  order.  He  defied  the 
fierce  men  who  thi’eatened  to  kill  liini. 

‘‘Break  open  the  doors  if  you  dare  I''  he  shouted.  ‘‘ Tlie  store  is 
filled  with  armed  men,  who  will  blow  your  brains  out  the  moment  the 
door*  gives  way.  ’ ’ 

The  frightened  cowards  only  pelte<l  the  ])uilding  with  stones  and 
cursed  the  abolitionists,  and  when  I?olicc- Justice  Lowndes  appeared 
with  a strong  force  they  fled. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Begiment  had  marclied  and  countermarched  in 
front  of  the  City  Hall,  before  a turbulent  crowd.  About  ten  o'clock 
Colonel  Stevens  received  orders  to  march  immediately  to  the  defence 
of  f\Ir.  Ludlow's  church  edifice  in  Spring  Street,  between  Yarick  and 
^lacdougal  streets.  It  was  a very  obnox'  -us  place  to  the  anti-aboli- 
tionists, for  several  anti-slavery  meetings  had  been  held  there,  and  the 
pastor  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  aboliti(jiiists  in  the  city. 

Before  moving.  Colonel  Stevens  ordered  his  men  to  load  with  ball 
cartridges.  His  troops  first  met  the  rioters  in  large  force  in  Thompson 
Street,  above  Prince  Street,  where  they  were  ^preparing  to  sjick  Mr. 
Ludlow's  house.  Pressing  forward  with  fixed  bayomds,  the  mob  were 
pushed  back,  but  as  the  soldiers  wheeled  from  Macdougal  into  Spring- 
Street  they  were  fiercely  assailed  with  stones  and  otlier  missiles  thrown 
by  the  rioters  and  from  the  windows,  ^fany  of  the  Xational  Guard 
Avere  liit,  and  some  were  felled  to  the  ground.  It  Avas  Avith  dilliculty 
that  the  exasperated  men  Avere  restrained  from  opening  fire  on  their 
assailants. 

Xear  the  clmrcli  the  mob  had  constructcil  a ban-icade  of  cai-ts, 
barrels,  and  ladders  chained  together,  across  the  stixMd.  On  the  top  of 
tliis  Avas  a ]xjlitician  haranguing  the  mob  and  encouraging  them  to 
commit  ileeds  of  violence.  He  Avas  seized,  and  Avith  a dozen  othei-s 
AAXis  sent  to  the  rear.  Already  the  i*ioters  had  pulled  down  tlu‘  fence 
that  surrounded  the  church,  had  broken  some  of  the  Avindows,  entered 
the  sanctuary,  tore  down  the  pulpit,  and  demolish(Ml  everything  inside, 
and  the  broken  fragments  Avere  carried  into  the  street  and  used  in  con- 
structiiig  bai-ricades.  One  of  tlie  m«)b  Avas  in  tlie  stee])le  ringing  the  bell 
to  attract  rioters  from  elsewhere  Avhen  th(‘  National  Guard  arrivetl. 
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lie  too  was  seized  and  placed  in  custody,  and  the  cliurch  cleared  of  i:s 
savag-e  invaders. 

Aldermen  who  had  l)een  sent  by  the  mayor  to  act  as  magistrates  aiii! 
direct  the  military  became  yieatly  alarmed.  They  actually  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  mob  to  let  them  leave  unmolested  if  i1k‘v 
would  disperse.  They  tried  to  persuade  Colonel  Stevens  to  retreat.  t<> 
the  Citv  Hall,  declaring'  the  rioters  were  too  manv  and  too  stnju"-  for 
his  little  force  to  hope  to  contend  with  successfully. 

There  is  no  retreat  in  the  case,'’  said  Colonel  Stevens  indignanth'. 
“ I am  here  with  my  regiment  for  tlie  ]Uirpose  of  dispersing  this  mob 
and  cjuelling  the  riot.  Until  that  is  done  I sliall  not  return.  I shah 
proceed  to  the  City  Hall  only  through  that  crowd.” 

And  he  did  so.  In  defiance  of  the  aldermen  he  marched  two  coni- 
])anies  up  to  the  barricade  in  the  face  of  a sliower  of  stones,  lirokt'  it 
up,  went  through  the  scattered  fragments,  wdieeled  into  Ahirick  Street, 
and  drove  the  mob  before  him  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Then  he 
met  a ])olice  force,  ami  with  these  allies  he  marched  the  two  companies 
back  again,  charged  through  tlie  remains  of  the  barricade,  and  |)ushed 
the  rioters  ra[)idly  back  to  Sullivan  Street.  lie  severed  the  mob  into 
four  pieces,  and  restored  order  in  that  ]>art  of  the  city.  The  conduct 
of  these  troops  Avas  admirable,  and  they  rejoiced  that  they  Avon  a 
Auctory  Avithout  firing  a shot  I 

]\Iean while  a portion  of  the  mol)  had  assailed  the  house  of  the  liev. 
i\Ir,  LudloAV  in  Tliompson  Street,  broken  the  AvindoAvs,  and  had  burst  in 
the  door  A\dien,  fearing  the  military,  Avhich  they  knoAV  Avere  near,  they 
suddenly  ran  aAvay,  leaving  the  pastor’s  family  more  frightened  than 
liurt. 

On  the  AA'ay  back  to  the  City  Hall  the  Xational  Guard  marched 
through  Centre  Stieet,  and  in  the  region  of  the  UiAm  P«.)ints — tlien  tin* 
most  dreadful  sink  of  vice  in  the  city — they  encountered  a large  mob 
A\diich  had  broken  into  St.  Phiii[)'s  Church  edifice.  occu])ied  by  a con- 
gregation of  colored  ]r*ople.  They  had  Avrecked  the  Avhole  interior  and 
destroyed  fiA'e  miserable  houses  near,  tliat  Arere  Idled- Avitli  disrepntal)l‘c 
persons.  The  troojis  ([uickly  put  tliese  rioters  to  flight. 

Tlie  danger  seemed  imminent  yet,  for  the  mob  had  arranged  for 
detachments  to  operate  in  various  ])arts  of  the  city,  and  so  dividf*  tlu' 
duties  of  the  military  and  police  forces.  The  mayor  I’emaiiUMl  at  the 
City  Hall  all  ninht,  and  the  next  moiaiing  issued  another  pi'oclamation 
calling  upon  the  citizens  to  r<‘])ort  to  him  and  be  <u’ganiz(‘d  into  com- 
])ani('s  to  ai<l  th<‘  polict*.  The  Twenty-seA*enth  Pegiment  Avas  [)Ui  on 
duty  again  the  next  at'ternoon.  A large  number  of  other  troops  and 
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the  fire  com])UTiies  were  ready  to  act  if  necessary  to  ])resorve  the  j)eace. 
i ’.lit  the  rioters,  exhausted  and  disliearteiied,  attempted  no  fui-ther  mis- 
chief at  tliat  time.  Tlie  National  Guard  were  dismissed  on  Sunday, 
the  13th,  with  the  thanks  and  commendations  of  tlie  mavor  for  tlieir 
ethcient  services.  At  tliat  time  one  hundrc'd  and  lifty  of  tlie  rioters 
were  in  prison  awaiting  their  trial. 

The  municipal  authorities  and  the  citizens  were  de(^])ly  impi’essed 
witli  the  value  of  the  services  which  had  iieen  rendi'red  Ijy  the  Thventy- 
seventh  (now  Seventh)  Regiment  on  the  occasion  of  the  two  fearful 
riots  which  had  a filleted  the  city  within  the  sjiace  of  a few  weeks. 
The  common  council  unanimously  voted  the  regiment  a stand  of  colors. 
These  were  presented  on  the  4th  of  June  the  next  year  by  Governor 
ATilliam  L.  ]V[arcy,  in  behalf  of  the  corjioration  of  the  city  of  Xew 
York,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  presence  of  a large  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  officers  of  the  city  corjis  under  General  ]\rorton, 
and  nianv  officers  of  the  army  and  navy.  On  that  occasion  the  rec-i- 

, I , o 

ment  performed  many  skilful  mananivres.  Morgan  L.  Smith  was  its 
colonel.  A piece  of  music  composed  for  the  occasion,  entitled  The 
Consecration  of  the  Banner,”  was  played,  Avhen  the  governor  addressed 
them  in  a most  complimentary  manner. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  (July)  a fearful  anti-abolition  riot  oc- 
curred in  Bhiladel[)hia.  The  wrath  of  the  mob  seemed  to  be  specially 
directed  against  the  innocent  colored  ])eo})le.  Ikuly  houses  occupied 
by  them  were  assailed,  and  some  of  them  destroyed.  The  blacks  ^vere 
beaten,  one  of  them  was  killed  outright,  and  another  was  drowned 
while  trying  to  swim  across  the  Schuylkill. 

Among  the  bold  and  uncompromising  adherents  of  the  anti-slavery 
cause  in  Yew  York  was  Isaac  T.  Hopper,*  a Quaker  bookseller  in 

* Isaac  T.  Hopper  was  a distingnished  philanthropist  and  a memher  of  the  Unitarian 
branch  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers.  He  was  bora  in  Deptford,  X.  J..  Decem- 
ber 3,  1771,  and  was  a birthright  member  of  tlie  society.  He  leerned  the  trade  of  a tailor 
with  an  uncle  in  Philadeljihia.  In  his  ehildhooil  and  youth  his  exubt  ranoe  of  sjdrit  was 
manifested  in  all  sorts  of  practical  jokes,  sometimes  vt-ry  provoking,  but  were  always 
acGomj.anied  by  the  kindliest  spirit.  His  love  of  fun  remaine<l  w ith  him  in  his  old  age. 
Strong  in  liis  convictions  of  right  and  duty,  ho  had  courage  to  defend  ni’  l maintain 
them.  Ho  early  espoused  the  cause  of  the  slave  and  the  <lown-troddcn,  and  his  career  i:i 
Xew  York  as  an  “ abolitionist,"  as  related  bj*  i\Irs.  ('hihl,  is  full  of  stirring  incidents. 
His  sympathies  were  also  with  discharged  convicts,  an  1 he  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  first  prison  association  in  Xew  York  and  the  founder  of  the  Women’s  Ih'ison  Associ- 
ation, organized  at  his  homo.  For  some  years  Mr.  Hopper  was  a bookseller  in  Xew' 
York,  but  his  life  was  largely  devoted  to  works  of  1m  ncvolene*.'  ami  charity.  Mr.  Hojiper 
died  in  X'ew' York  May  7,  bSl'l.  The  Home  of  ihe  Women’s  Frison  .Association  in  Xew 
York  is  called  the  “ Isaac  T.  Hopper  Home'’  in  liis  honor. 
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Pearl  Street.  In  liis  windows  he  disjdayed  for  sale  all  the  painphlrts 
and  pictures  in  condenination  of  slavery  published  by  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society  and  othei*s.  AVhile  the  “ abolition  riot’’  was  at  its  height  he 
was  inhjrnied  l>y  a friend  that  a mob  was  coming  to  attack  his  store, 
and  advised  him  to  remove  tiie  })amphlets  and  })ictures  from  sight. 

“Dost  thou  think  1 am  sucii  a coward,*'  said  Hopper,  ‘‘ as  to  for- 
sake my  ])i*incij)les  or  to  C(^nceal  them  at  the  bidding  of  a mob  f ' 

Presently  another  friend  came  in  liaste  to  tell  him  the  mob  were 
near,  and  advised  him  to  put  up  his  shutters. 

“ I will  do  no  such  thing,’’  he  said,  lirmly. 

"When  tlie  rioters  came,  yelling  and  cursing  in  an  excited  throng, 
Mr.  IIo})per  walked  out  and  stood  on  his  doorstep.  The  tumultuous 
throng  halted  in  front  of  his  store.  He  looked  calmly  on  them,  and 
they  looked  on  him  with  irresolution,  seeming  to  quail  before  his  glaiu'c 
like  a brute  spell-bound  before  the  gaze  of  the  human  eye.  After 
jiausing  a moment,  some  of  them  cried  out,  “ Go  on  to  Pose  Street  I” 
and  they  rushed  forward  and  joined  in  the  attack  on  the  house  of  Lewis 
Tappan, 
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The  citizens  of  Xew  York  liad  scai’cely  settled  into  a feeling  of 
comparative  security  when  in  August  they  were  again  disturbed 
and  alarmed  by  the  sudden  outbreak  of  lawless  violence  atnong  some  of 
the  mechanics  of  the  citv.  For  some  time  there  had  been  oTowim>-  a 

c O O 

bitter  feeling’  among  mechanics  because  the  authoi’ities  at  the  State 
Prison  in  Sing  Sing  had  introduced  mechanical  laboi’  among  the  con- 
victs, and  employed  them  in  j^roducing  articles  at  cheaper  mtes  tlian 
the  market  |)rices.  This  feeling  had  nc>t  yet  t>een  demonsti’ated  to  the 
])ublic  eye,  when  in  August,  iSoT,  it  was  suddetdy  aroused  into  violent 
action.  At  that  time  the  editice  of  tlie  Thiiversity  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  on  the  east  side  of  the  AVashington  Parade-Ground,  was  in 
course  of  erection.  The  contractors  for  the  stone-work  found  they 
could  have  the  AYestchester  marlde  which  they  were  using  dressed  at  a 
cheaper  rate  by  the  prisoners  at  Sing  Sing  than  by  tlie  stonecutters  in 
the  city,  and  they  chose  to  have  their  work  done  by  the  convicts. 

Xo  sooner  was  the  fact  known  than  the  indignant  city  stonecutters 
resolved  to  resent  this  *'  taking  the  bread  out  of  their  mouths,'’  as  they 
said.  Political  demagogues,  always  ready  to  seize  U])on  any  excitement 
of  feeling  and  use  it  for  their  owm  base  juirposes,  stimulated  the  irrita- 
tion among  the  stonecutters.  They  held  meetings,  were  addressed  by 
these  incendiary  demagogues,  and  at  length  paradtal  the  streths  in  ])ro- 
cession  with  banners  and  placards,  on  which  were  inscriptions  which 
asserted  their  rights  and  denounced  the  contractors  alluded  to.  Incited 
by  base  fellows,  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  assail  the  residences  of 
several  worthy  citizens.  Their  wrath  arose  to  fever  heat,  and  appre- 
hending a riot  and  an  attack  upon  the  w'orkmen  at  the  I nivei-sity 
building,  Atayor  Law'rence  called  u]wm  the  Twenty-seventh  Pegiment 
Xational  Guar<l  to  turn  out  and  ])reserve  order.  A\  hen  tlu'se  marched 
against  the  procession  the  latter  quietly  dispersed  to  tludr  homes.  An- 
ticipating further  trouble,  the  rt'giment  was  retained  in  canq)  on  the 
AVashington  Parade-Ground,  in  sight  of  the  I niversity  structunn  for 
four  days  and  four  niuhts. 

In  the  space  of  little  nu.ne  than  three  months  the  city  of  Xew  A ork 
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had  been  afllicted  with  three  riots,  two  of  them  very  serious,  ''i'he 
third  aud  last  was  ])roiu])tly  suppressed  before  it  inllicted  much  mis- 
chief. The  remainder  of  the  yeai*  1S34  was  ]>assed  Avithout  any  seihjus 
public  disturbance  in  the  city,  but  it  Avas  destined  to  sutTer  fi-om  an- 
other riot  the  folio aaTii^  year,  and  still  another  in  1837,  known  as  tlie 
Flour  lliot. 

KeAA'  York  Avas  then  rapidly  becoming  a cosmopolitan  city.  Immi- 
grants Avere  flocking  to  its  borders  from  many  lands,  and  the  easy  Jiat- 
uralization  Iuaa^s  AAxre  transforming  them  into  American  citizens  in 
rapidly  increasing  numbers.  The  natiA^e-born  citizens,  perceiA'ing  the 
extending  iiilluence  exercised  by  these  neAAdy  fledged  A'oters  in  munici- 
pal affaii’s,  Avsro  alarmed  and  uneasy,  Avhile  unscrupulous  demagogm^s 
used  this  material  freely  for  base  ])artisan  purposes.  The  eAxmts  of  the 
election  riots  in  the  spiing  of  183,4  had  intensified  the  distrust  of  the 
nati\’e  Americans  of  their  foreign-born  co-citizens,  and  there  antis  an 
earnest  and  almost  uniA'ei’sal  desire  felt  for  tlie  ado|)tion  of  some  meas- 
ure to  check  the  growth  of  foreign  influence  in  our  country. 

Anotlier  important  consideration  in  the  minds  of  thoughtful  Ameri- 
cans increased  their  anxiety.  A larger  proportion  of  the  emigrants  and 
naturalized  citizens  Avere  adherents  of  the  Homan  Catholic  Church, 
AA'hose  supreme  head  at  that  time  AA'as  a temporal  prince — the  monarch 
of  the  Papal  States  in  Italy.  To  this  prince,  as  the  s})iritual  head  of 
his  Church,  cAony  Homan  Catholic  OAved  and  acknoAA'ledged  his  supreme 
allegiance.  In  this  diAuded  alleylance — that  acknoAvledo^ed  in  his  oath 
at  naturalization,  and  that  imposed  by  his  Church  to  the  sovereign  of 
the  Papal  States — he  Avoukl  naturally,  if  occasion  required  him  to 
choose,  adhere  to  the  Ih)pe  of  Home  I’ather  than  to  the  goA'ernment  of 
the  United  States.  This  ]iosition  of  the  naturalized  citizen  suggested 
imminent  danger  to  the  municipality  in  time  of  peril. 

All  througli  the  Avinler  and  spring  of  1S34-35  the  breach  of  guod 
feeling,  especially  in  political  circles,  betAAmen  natiA'e  Americans  and 
foreign-born  citizens  had  continually  Avidened.  Demagogues  had  a.s 
sisted  in  Avidening  and  (h'epening  the  gulf,  and  antagonisms  caused 
the  American  or  IvnoAV-Xothing  jiolitical  party  to  be  foiaued.  Ai 
length  a crisis  arri\*ed,  Avhen  pent-up  fires  burst  into  a llame. 

In  June,  lS3d,  it  Avas  report<*d  that  a military  regiment  under  tin' 
name  of  the  OT’onnell  Cuard  Acas  about  to  be  organized  in  the  city  of 
NeAV  York.  Iidlammable  Americans  instantly  took  lire,  and  in  C('rtain 
circles  indiirnation  rose  to  fever  heat.  The  imnmnent  Avas  denounced 
as  a ])roc(‘ss  of  “ mak'ing  an  Irish  rigiimmt  out  of  .\imnlcan  citiz(ns." 
and  it  Avas  resolved  to  resent  it  at  all  hazards.  Yatters  were  bruunht 
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to  M head  when  an  advertisement  a])[)oared  callino-  a meeting  of  the 
()*(V)imell  Guard  at  the  Bleeeker  ^Street  IIous(\  Tlie  exeitahle  Ameri- 
cans made  free  comments  on  tliis,  and  uttered  threats.  I>etween 
them  and  the  Irish  there  were  recriminations  and  an^TV  disputes  whicli 
sometimes  ended  in  fist-figlits. 

Finally,  on  Sunday,  June  21st,  tlie  peace  of  tlie  city  was  disturbed 
l)y  such  a fight,  begun  in  Grand  Street,  liear  Grosi>v,  between  an 
American  and  an  Irishman.  The  duel  soon  gre\v  into  a soil  <jf  lield 
light  lietween  a score  of  men,  in  wTiich  women  ji/med.  It  was  increas- 
ing in  violence  and  numbers,  and  was  jiromising  to  assume  the  dignitv 
of  a riot,  when  the  police  interfered  and  restored  ordei*.  On  the  same 
da\"  a (juarrel  arose  in  Chatham  Street  betw(‘eii  a.  negro  and  a wliite 
man.  They  came  to  IJows  ; other  negroes  and  white  men  joined  in 
the  affray,  and  there  was  a fierce  battle,  whicii  was  ended  by  the  ])olice 
with  much  dillicultv. 

There  was  a more  serious  affair  early  in  tlu'  ev^ming  of  tiiat  hot  June 
Sunday,  in  Pearl  Street,  near  Chatham  Street.  It  wais  liegun  I)V  a duel 
with  fists  between  two  Irishmen.  This  example  was  contagious,  and 
very  soon  many  of  their  nationality  were  engaged  in  a regular  pitched 
battle.  A number  of  respectable  citizens  endeavored  to  suppress  the 
tumult,  but  the  uproar  coutimially  increased  in  violence  until  the  affair 
became  a serious  riot.  At  length  INFayor  Latvrence,  accompanied  by 
a large  police  force,  made  his  appearance,  arrested  the  ringleaders,  and 
dispersed  the  mob  for  the  time.  During  the  light,  in  which  missiles  of 
every  available  kind  were  used.  Dr.  William  i\rcCafferty,  a well-kmown 
]Jiysician,  passing  by  on  his  vray  to  visit  a |>atient,  Avas  hit  in  the  face 
by  a brick,  whicii  broke  his  jaAv.  He  was  then  knock<‘d  down  by  one 
of  the  ruffians  and  terribly  beaten.  Ills  ril‘s  were  broken,  and  he 
soon  died. 

On  the  folloAving  day  the  mob  sjuric  broke  (>ut  with  fresh  vigor.  In 
the  Bowery,  near  Broome  Street,  Avas  a tavern  calh^<l  tlu'  Green 
Dragon,  a favorite  resort  of  the  Ii'isli.  A mob  of  the  lj;'(ser  sort  of 
Americans  attacked  it,  broke  in  the  doors  and  windows,  and  s:ick'(‘d  the 
house.  The  mayor,  Police-Justice  Lowiuh's,  and  a sti'ong  force  of 
])olice  hastened  to  the  scene.  Several  prominent  citizens  also  int^a-fered 
in  trying  to  (juell  the  riot.  Several  of  tln^si'  Avere  A\'ound('d  ( Justice 
LoAvndes  seA^erely  sol  by  missiles  hurhal  by  the  mob.  . Such  scenes 
occurred  tlie  next  day,  AA'hen  public  notice  Avas  giviai  by  tlu'  pro] iiletois 
of  the  Blencker  Street  IlrAUse  that  a nuH'ting  of  the  O'Gonnell  Guard 
Avould  not  be  held  there.  Peace  and  order  soon  succeeded  this  an- 
nouncement. 
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In  the  year  1S34  a change  was  made  in  the  as[)cct  of  a portion  .,f 
the  City  Hall  Park.  On  its  eastern  border  stood  a building  of  roiiLdi 
stone,  comely  in  its  style  of  architecture,  three  stories  in  lunght,  witii 
dormer  windows  and  a cu})ola.  It  was  the  Debtors’  l^rison.  d’li.* 
building  liad  been  erecteil  for  a ])rison  before  the  Reyolution,  and  was 
known  as  the  Kew  Jail.  During  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  tli«- 
British  (177()-83)  it  was  used  as  a prison  for  notable  Ameifcan  ca])tivos. 
and  was  called  the  Proyost.  It  was  in  charge  of  the  notorious  AVilliain 
Cunningham,  the  British  proyost -marshal,  who  made  it  famous  by  lii.-> 
crimes. 

After  tlie  Reyolution  the  Proyost  was  used  as  a debtors'  ])rison. 
common  felons  being  con  lined  in  the  Bridewell,  which  stood  in  the 
Park  between  the  City  Hall  and  Broadway.  In  ISoO  this  old  ])rison 
was  conyerted  into  a building  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  county 
records.  All  above  the  second  story  was  demolished  ; a roof  with  yery 
little  pitch  and  covered  with  copper  was  sidjstituted  for  the  old  one  ; a 
Grecian  portico  was  added  to  the  northern  and  southern  ends,  giving 
it,  with  other  modifications,  an  imitation  of  the  temple  of  Diana  at 
Ephesus,  ami  was  stuccoed  in  imitation  of  blocks  of  marble. 

"While  yet  in  an  uniiiiished  state,  this  Ilrdl  of  Records,  as  it  was 
named,  Avas  used  as  a hospital  while  the  city  Avas  atliicted  Avith  the 
cholera  scourge  in  When  it  was  completed  in  1834  the  otficcs  of 

the  register,  com])troller,  street  commissioner,  and  surrogate  A^'ere  estab- 
lished in  it.  Gradually  the  Amrious  kinds  of  public  business  so  increased 
that  in  1800  the  wIkjIc  building  was  given  up  to  the  use  of  the  registei*. 
It  has  been  re})aired  at  IieaAW  expense  from  time  to  time. 

The  year  1835  was  made  memora1)lc  by  the  most  disastrous  confla- 
gration that  cAmi’  alllicted  the  city.  There  had  been  some  famous  lire.-; 
before,  Avhich  had  ligured  in  the  history  of  tlie  town. 

The  first  of  these  notable  conflagrations  Avas  a series  of  fires  that 
occurred  almost  simultaneously  in  ditferent  ])arts  of  tin'  little  city  in 
the  spring  of  1741,  the  time  of  the  so-called  Aiegro  Plot,  already  de- 
scribed on  ])age  41. 

The  next  most  notable  lire  occuiTed  on  the  21st  of  Se])tember,  177<k 
just  after  tlie  Britisli  army  had  iiiAaided  .Manhattan  Island  and  wtu'c 
about  to  enter  the  city  from  tlie  north,  mentioned  on  page  41.  Dur- 
ing the  British  occupation  of  the  city  a destria  tive  lire,  occurred,  laying 
si.xty-four  houses,  besidirs  stoics,  in  ashes.  See  ]>age  43. 

The  famous  “ (’ollee-Ilouse  Slip  lii*e'’  l;roke  out  at  Tliinny's  "Wharf, 
foot  of  Wall  Stre(‘t,  htTwiaai  one  and  two  o'rloek  on  t he  morning  ( .1 
December  h,  i7f3],  and  before  it  was  arrested  laid  in  ashes  about  lifiy 


* ' . V’'  , 


'V, 


"1 

J 


:-c'^*^;.;' v''/ 

•,v^,iv*\m^\-i':  '^v'”''-t.r..M  -r*'!  -r:;^)* 


UC 


^lO  .■f.l5‘>T*<JH 

;U»I>' 

«;Sr  ": 

2;>  >>“?;■ 


.■■'t  a t it 


j]  jilJ  [■•''!l«'.‘;-'"  i-‘'!'  '■ 

()I-^i>'’0'i>j  I ■*  '-laJ  ,Mi  \-.--  '•^4-: 

j i 5 V »-/f5 ' w »lu5 ..  „; 


C*>w..  -MW  ‘J4  , ‘ ■'  -i*»  , < 

• ‘ ' "a  '*  ' ’ ,,'v  »Mv‘l  '!r»i  ^yivitivj 

V'-:  ' 

4 , pr  ••■<  !■  ■■ 


xnn : tir 


; ,„,./!■  1,,  .;:„u-.r  - .!!-■■•,  ••nierfi  .v/liUHti 


l,«ar«,r 

i.,;r 


.'  ',  ««H.i-  ••»'«» r^r  A-4  ?3*  'K? 

./:rA  \A.A  -;.wn7;«i4ti3w  ■■  '€> 


•^i^Ahr  it 


-linv, , 

...  ,:S!PS-1'aS^ 


•{}..,■')'(>  A'ih^a 


M- 


:i.'Vh-r; 


V 


V^'w.  « :;  '.'JiV- ;:  S? ' ‘ ■ ^'  ■'■’ > 

■'  AA-  : 

- - 'a-  'A'Ai'A,  .,-:4A-;  . A;  ; ■ 

'’■'■■  -‘'A  ; U-.  ,'■  A' !'«-'«5F,  ■'  -.  ■'-,!  ’’.'  ',.)\  >.  A '.;..  ' .,:v'‘'^J ‘‘-^  •'.-■■  ;T‘  ;.  'V'-’- 


'.-  t*v. 


,A.* 


■ 4''  •.  ■■'' 


FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


345 


])iiiMinp;S  well  stocked  with  incrcliandise.  The  destruction  was  com- 
plete in  tlie  space  of  about  four  hours.  The  fire  extended  from  Wail 
Strt'et  to  Maiden  Lane. 

(’ulfee-House  Slip  was  the  scene  of  tJie  beginninf^  of  anotlier  destruc- 
tive conllag-ration,  wliich  was  kindled  in  a groeerv-store  in  Front  Street 
on  tlie  night  of  l)ecem])er  lb,  1804.  The  air  was  keenly  cold,  the 
wind  high,  and  the  flames  spread  so  rapi<lly  that  before  thev  Avere 
checked  forty  Imildings  had  l)een  consumed,  Avitii  most  of  their  con- 
tents, the  Avhole  \ndued  at  nearly  s2,000,0uo.  Among  tlie  buildings 
destroyed  was  the  famous  old  Cotfee-llouse.  At  that  time  the  [)opula- 
tion  of  the  city  Avas  about  seAxmty  thousand.  It  possessed  twentA"- 
seven  fire-engine  companies  and  four  hook-and-ladder  C(.)inj)anies. 

Oil  tlie  morning  of  ^lay  19,  isil,  a Axry  destructive  fire  began  in  a 
coachmaker's  shop  in  Cdiatham  Street,  corner  of  Duane  Street.  The 
noAV  venerable  merchant,  John  Degrauw,  a boy  at  the  time,  Avas  pass- 
in.g,  AAdien,  discovering  the  fire,  he  ran  doAvn  C’liatham  Street  crying^ 
Hre  ! and  soon  had  the  bell  of  the  Debtors'  Jail  a-ringing.  It  Avas 
Sunday  morning,  and  the  church -liells  were  ringing,  calling  the  ipeople 
to  Avorship.  Many,  supposing  the  lire-alarm  to  be  a part  of  the  tintin- 
nabulation, Avere  tardy  in  appearing  on  the  scene  of  the  conllagration. 
The  Avind  Avas  high,  and  a drought  Avas  prevailing.  Cinders  Avere  car- 
ried to  the  steeple  of  the  Erick  Church  in  Eeekman  Street,  which  Avas 
set  on  fire,  but  Avas  soon  extinguislied.  Before  the  llames  were  sub- 
dued, at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  more  than  one  hundred  laiild- 
ings  of  ATirious  kinds  Avere  consumed.  Flakes  of  lire  had  ignited  forty- 
three  different  Imildings  at  some  distance  from  the  conllagration,  but 
the  flames  did  not  s|)read.  ^ 

From  ISll  until  the  great  fire  in  XeAA^  York  in  ISJo,  tliere  AV('re  se\'- 
eral  jiretty  seAxre  conflagrations,  but  none  Axry  extensive.  4'lie  most 
notable  aa'us  the  burning  of  the  widely  known  ('ity  Hotel  in  April, 
Avliich  liad  so  long  lieen  the  leading  inn  of  the  city. 

The  justly  called  fire  of  ISJe  was  kindled  in  tin;  store  of  Com- 

stock iC  Andre Avs,  fancy  dry-goods  jobbers  at  Xo.  25  4b*rchant  Street, 
corii4r  of  Eearl  Street.  The  latter  was  a A*ery  narrow  stnaU.  then 
recently  opened,  in  the  rear  of  the  Exchange.  The  lir(‘  broke  out 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  eAxning  of  December  If,  The  weather 

was  intensely  cold — so  cold  that  AA'atei*  sent  up  from  the  lii-e  engines  fell 
m hail.  Tlie  mei*cury  marlviMl  sevei’al  dc'gives  below  zero. 

The  conflagration  seems  to  have  lieen  started  by  an  owrlieated 


* See  Shetlou’s  Story  of  the  Volunteer  Firciuen  of  Xow  York,”  pp.  174-1 OL 
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stove-pipe  in  tlie  counting-room,  \cliere  the  flames  were  first  disc-ov- 
eretl.  The  contmits  of  the  store  were  very  combustible,  and  soon  the 
interior  of  the  building  was  a mass  of  flame. 

The  fire  streamed  out  of  tlie  doors  and  windows,  and  tlie  ]i(';tt  and 
burning-  cindei's  were  cari-ied  by  a strong  wind  against  the  stores  on  tin* 
opposite  side  of  Tearl  Street. 

The  fire  department  had  laliored  nearly  all  the  ]n’evious  night  in 
fighting  a large  confiagration  at  Burling  Slip,  where  several  stores 
Avere  burned,  and  were  less  prompt  in  their  arrival  upon  the  scene  of 
duty  than  usual,  and  it  was  more  than  half  an  hour  before  a stream  of 
Avater  Avas  poured  on  the  menaced  buildings  in  Pearl  Street.  The 
hydrants,  too,  were  mostly  frozen,  and  tlie  Avater  in  the  slips  Avas  so 
low,  owing  to  a long-continued  noi-th-Avest  Avind,  that  the  firemen  were 
unable,  from  the  docks,  to  reacii  the  Avater  Avith  their  suction-])ipes. 
The  engines  froze  tight  if  not  continually  kept  at  Avork,  and  many  of 
them  Avere  rendered  useless  from  this  cause.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  fire  rapidly  gained  headway,  and  narroAv  Merchant  Street 
soon  presented  an  im])assable  Avidl  of  fire.  The  only  Avay  to  reach  the 
focus  of  the  conflagration  Avas  through  TVilliam  and  TVater  streets  and 
Old  Slip. 

AVith  the  engines  bound  b}"  the  frost  and  an  inadequate  siqiply  of 
AAmter,  the  firemen  had  nothing  better  offered  them  to  do  than  to 
endeavor  to  save  jiroperty  liy  removal.  To  this  task  they  actively  and 
effectively  devoted  their  strength.  They  Avere  joined  by  merchants 
and  citizens.  Goods  in  immense  (piantities  Avere  carried  out  of  igniting 
stores  and  ])iled  in  the  ^Merchants'  E:^change  in  AVall  Street,  in  the 
Dutcli  lieformed  (diurch  in  Garden  Street,  in  Old  Slip,  and  in  Ilanovo!- 
Square.  But  the  fierce  dragon  of  flame  soon  overtook  tliem  in  these 
places  of  fancied  security,  and  devoured  tlie  edifices  Avith  their  ]u-ecious 
contents.  The  splendid  Exchange,  Avitii  its  beautiful  interior  arrange 
ments  and  decorations,  its  grand  colonnade,  its  lofty  dome,  and 
the  fine  marble  statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton  by  Ball  Hughes,  Avas 
soon  reduced  to  a ghastly  skeleton,  blackened  and  broken.  In  the  space 
of  a few  hours  millions  of  dollars’  Avorth  of  property  which  had  litvii 
removed  from  stores,  froin]ilacc  to  place,  for  safety,  had  been  tlestny/ed 
in  the  ])laces  of  refuge. 

Alany  of  the  stores  were  new,  siqqditnl  Avith  strong  iron  shuttei-s, 
their  roofs  covered  Avith  copper  and  siqiplied  Avitli  copper  gutters,  and 
Avere  considered  absolutely  fire-pi-oof.  But  the  fervdd  heat  ci*i‘])t  from 
building  to  building  under  the  roofs,  and  shot  down  with  fury  t«tth»- 
loAver  floors,  setting  evervthing  ablaze  Avithin.  AVhen  the  sliutters, 
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war[)e(l  witli  lieat,  were  unfastened  and  flew  op('n,  tlie  interior  of  tlics(i 
threat  stores  appeared  like  liiige  glowing-  fui-naees.  The  eo])[)er  on 
tlu'ir  roofs  was  melted  and  fell  like  dro|'»s  burning  sweat  to  the  pavt'- 
ment. 

The  large  East  India  Avarehouse  of  Peter  Eeinsen  ik  Co.,  standim»-  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Hanover  Scjuare,  was  for  a time  an  ol)ject  of 
ahsorl)ing  interest.  It  Avas  lilled  Avith  a full  stock  of  valuable  <>-oo(ls. 
Pefore  the  fire  reached  it,  goods  Avere  cast  out  of  the  AvindoAvs  in  the 
upper  stories  into  the  street,  and  Avith  merchandise  from  the  lower 
floors  Avere  piled  in  a huge  mass  m the  sijuare,  Avhich  aauis  thought  to 
be  a place  of  absolute  safety.  Tlie  roaring  flames  came  swiftly  on; 
l^earl  Street  on  both  sides  Avas  a sheet  of  fire,  and  a shower  of  liAuiig 
cinders  rained  upon  the  pyramid  of  India  goods  in  llanoAum  Scpiare, 
and  they  disappeared  like  the  figures  in  a dissolving  vieAv. 

‘‘  Suddenly  a terrible  ex]>losion  occurred  near  Iw,  Avith  the  noise  of  a 
cannon,”  Avrote  an  eye-AA’itness  of  the  app:dhng  scene.  “ The  earth 
shook.  We  ran  for  safety,  not  knowing  Avliat  might  folloAv,  and  took 
refuge  on  the  corner  of  GouA'erneur  Lane.  Waiting  for  a few  minutes, 
a second  ex])losion  took  place,  then  another  and  anotlier.  During  the 
space  perhaps  of  half  an  hour  shock  after  shock  followed  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, accompanied  Avitli  the  darkest,  thickest  clouds  of  smoke  imagi- 
nal)le.  Tlie  explosions  came  from  a store  in  Front  Street,  near  Okl  Sli]), 
Avhere  large  quantities  of  saltpetre  in  large  bags  had  been  stored. 
Suddenly  the  aaTioIc  ignited,  and  out  lea])ed  the  flaming  streams  of 
these  neutral  salts  in  their  oAvn  peculiar  colors,  from  CA'ery  door  and 
AA'indoAv.” 

At  midnight  the  spreading  of  the  tiro  Avas  checked  in  one  direction 
by  the  impassable  barrier  of  the  East  River,  aci'oss  Avhich  a lin'brand 
Avas  carried  by  the  Avind  and  set  fire  to  a house  in  Prooklyn!  It  Avas 
soon  extinguished.  The  fire  meanwhile  s])read  toward  Proadway.  It 
AAUis  soon  evident  tliat  the  marlde  Exchang('  building  was  in  gri'at  jeo])- 
ardy.  The  Post-Ollice  occupied  a ]iortion  of  it.  A ft(U' a consultation 
betAveen  the  mayor,  the  ]iostmaster,  and  othei's,  its  contents  Avm-e 
rehuwed  to  a ])lace  of  safety  just  in  time  to  avoi<l  dc-struction.  Scon's 
of  men  tried  to  saAm  the  fine  statue  of  Hamilton,  but  did  not  .succeed, 
and  that  ]>ortrait  of  the  great  statesman  soon  l)ecame  a ])art  of  the 
common  ruin  of  the  edifice  AA'hich  the  merchants  of  Hew -York  Avere  so 
proud  of. 


* Gabriiri  P.  T)isOb\vay.  in  the  “ History  of  tiie  City  of  New  A'ork  from  tlie  DiseovoiT  to 
the  Present  Day,*’  by  AVilliam  L.  Stone.  -IT;). 
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The  Garden  Street  Church  an<l  its  adjoining*  burvin£r-^2’T*ound  wei-** 
piled  witli  inillion.s  of  dollars'  worth  of  merchandise.  Tin;  llamcs 
approaclied  it,  and  the  old  fane  with  its  precious  contents  and  those  u:\ 
tiie  surface  of  the  graveyard  melted  before  them  like  wax.  ']'h('i’»\ 
too,  was  lost  the  veneralde  l>ell  which  called  the  peo])le  of  New 
Amsterdam  to  worship  within  the  fort  during  the  Dutch  rule  on  l\lan- 
hattan  Island.  It  is  related  by  ^Ir.  Disosway  that  when  the  chui-ch 
had  taken  lire  some  person  began  to  play  upon  the  organ  which  had 
given  out  solemn  peals  of  music  at  the  burial  of  many  citi/.ens.  He 
played  the  funeral  dirge  of  the  old  organ,  and  only  ceased  'when  th“ 
lofty  ceiling  began  to  blaze  and  danger  admonished  him  to  lly  bu’ 
safety. 

The  fire  spread  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Coenties  Slip  and  AVall 
Street.  The  firemen  were  powerless  to  save  any  building.  At  ab(jut 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  mayor  (Lawrence)  summoned  a council 
of  aldermen  and  othei*s  in  the  street.  The  late  General  Josej)li  G. 
Swift,  an  eminent  engineer  in  the  pidkic  service,  had  suggested  the 
necessity  of  blowing  u])  some  I)iiildings  not  yet  ignited  to  arrest  the 
flames.  The  mayor  hesitated  to  take  the  responsibility,  hence  the 
council  of  alderniv-n.  Among  the  latter  was  ^Morgan  L.  Smith,  alder- 
man of  the  Fourth  'Wkird,  who  was  also  colonel  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
(now  Seventh)  Itegiment  Xational  Guard.  It  was  determined  to  try 
the  experiment.  Ilufus  Lord’s  store  in  Garden  Street  (now  Exchange 
Place)  was  the  lirst  building  ordered  to  be  l)lown  up. 

The  mayor  sent  an  order  to  General  ..Vrcularius,  in  charge  of  the 
arsenal,  for  gun|)owder.  The  general  res])onded  : 

I send  you  one  barrel  of  gunpowder,  all  there  is  in  the  arsenal.'’ 

In  the  mean  time  no  one  could  l)e  found  who  had  ex{)erience  or  was 
willing  to  undertake  the  liazardous  work  of  blowing  up.  It  was  finally 
assigned  to  C'olonel  Smith,"  of  the  Xational  Guard.  The  cartman 

* Morgan  L.  Smith  \vus  horn  in  Duclie.ss  County,  N.  Y.,  in  tSOl.  His  father  possessed 
an  ample  fortune  for  the  time,  nn<l  the  son  \va.s  not  hve<l  to.  any  special  calling.  Ho 
tlnisht‘(I  his  education  at  an  aea<lomy  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  in  1S‘20.  Ho  had  desired  a 
cadetshi}^  at  West  Point,  l<ut  his  father  preferred  to  have  him  engage  in  some  Inisiness. 
After  he  left  school  he  travelled  extensively  in  the  sontli-wesrern  portion  of  our  country. 
In  1S21  lie  was  in  New  Orleans,  then  a small  town.  He  returned  home  h}'  sea. 

IMr.  Smitli  estahlisluul  a leather  commercial  house  in  New  Ytark  in  1825  with  lii: 
nephew,  Jackson  Schultz,  now  one  of  the  most  enterprising  merchants  and  pmMi<’- 
spirited  citizens.  For  twelve  years  lie  pursued  business  earnestly  and  successfully.  Hr 
was  an  ohiccr  in  banks  a.nd  other  institutions,  was  a member  of  tlie  Cbambcr  of  (huii. 
merer,  and  an  artivr  and  etlicicnt  ollicrr  of  the  National  Omu'd,  as  wi>  havt'  oh.-  rv.  d 
in  the  text.  He  was  Liklcrman  of  the  Fourth  Ward.  After  the  business  revulsion  ot 
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who  broiigiit  the  barrel  of  ])o\vder  was  so  friglitcaied  by  tlic  sliowca*  (/t 
hurning  fragments  that  he  refused  to  go  nearer  the  contlagration  than 
the  corner  of  Pine  and  Nassau  streets,  when  the  colonel  called  on 
some  one  to  aid  him  in  carrying  the  ])owd(U“  to  tbirden  Sti-eet.  Tin* 
l;i,te  James  A.  Hamilton  immediately  stcj)ped  forward  and  said,  1 
will.” 

They  covered  the  barrel  with  Avoollen  blankets,  and  these  two  brave 
men  carried  it  to  the  centre  of  the  basement  of  laird's  warehonst;. 
They  made  a fuse  of  calico,  slightly  twisted  so  as  to  bui*n  bi*iskly,  al,)ont 
twenty  feet  in  length,  fastened  one  end  in  tlie  })owder,  set  it  on  fire  at 
tiie  other  end,  and  retreated,  closing  the  cellar  door  tightly  after  them. 
In  a few  minutes  the  exjJosion  demolished  the  Avarehouso  and  mnde 
such  a chasm  that  witli  little  exertion  the  firemen  staAanl  the  progress 
(jf  the  flames  in  that  direction.  'When  the  ]rnv(hu*  was  ig'nitecl," 
wrote  the  venerable  John  'W.  Degrauw  (an  old  lirenum')  to  the  author 
early  in  IS  S3,  ^MAdien  the  powder  aauis  ignited,  marvellous  to  relate,  1 
saw  the  building  lifted  se'veral  feet  above  its  Ibundations  and  fall  in 
ruins.” 

When  the  mayor  learned  that  there  Avas  no  more  powder  at  the 
ai*senal,  the  late  Charles  King  (aftenvard  ju’esident  of  Columbia 
College)  volunteered  to  go  to  the  Brooklyn  NaAwA'ai'd  for  aid.  Ib' 
crossed  the  East  KiAmr  among  the  floating  ice  in  an  open  boat,  and 
returned  Avith  Captain  i^Fix  of  tlie  navy  and  some  seamen,  Avith  ]K)Avder, 
A\dio  immediately  to(Ak  charge  of  the  A\'ork'  of  blowing  up  other  build- 


1837  he  went  to  Texas  and  opened  a commercial  house  at  Columbia,  on  the  Brazos. 
President  A"an  Buren  a]>pointcd  him  United  States  consul,  ^\■hich  position  he  hold  until 
annexation  abolished  the  otiice  in  1S45. 

When  Governor  Alarey  was  Polk’s  Secretary  of  AVar  he  recpicsted  Colonel  Smith,  then  in 
AVashington,  to  visit  the  camp  of  Geiieral  Tayhw  (who  had  been  semt  t<i  Texas  with  a few 
troops)  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  furnish  him  with  detailed  iuformati(Ui  abnut  the  us]>eet  of 
affairs  in  that  region,  for  he  could  get  l)ut  little  from  the  goTieral.  Ou  his  rtduni  Air. 
Smith  made  many  imiuiries.  and  wrote  to  the  secretary  what  he  had  said  to  him  orally, 
“ There  will  be  no  war.”  Very  soon  afterward  the  Arexicaus  crossed  tin*  Rio  Grande,  and 
war»was  actually  begun.  At  its  close  Colonel  Smith  was  actively  iii  favor  of  annexa- 
tion, and  was  one  of  a committee  of  five  to  hold  mass  nieetings  of  citizens  and  learn  tlu' 
mind  of  the  people.  A vast  majority  were  in  favor  of  annexation,  and  it  was  accom- 
plished. 

From  that  period  until  the  Civil  AAWr  Colonel  Smitli  was  tuigaged  in  busine;;s  in  Ti’xas, 
hut  at  its  close  he  retired,  and  has  since  made  his  abodt*  ai  the  North.  Tie  occupies  a 
fine  residence  in  New;irk,  New  Jersey,  He  is  a devoted  nuiulHU'  (T  the  Baptist  Cliurch. 
and  has  gcuerou-^ly  endowed  twenty  rheologic, il  sU.iobir.'^hips  in  Aladison  Univt  rsity,  of 
which  lie  is  a trustee.  He  is  alse  a trust(a?  of  A'a.Ssar  (.'ollegc  at  I’ouglikcep.sie,  i>f  whleh 
lie  was  one  of  the  corporators  chosen  by  the  founder. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


ings.  Tlie  brave  and  g*enerous  act  of  Colonel  Sniitli  was  univtn-sailv 
ap})lau(le(l.^^ 

Meanwhile  the  greatest  exertions  had  been  made  to  prevent  ih,- 
destroyer  crossing  AVall  Street.  At  one  time  such  di.saster  simmium! 
inevitable.  The  famous  Tontine  Coffee-House,  on  the  corner  of  AV;dl 
and  AVater  streets,  roofed  with  shingles,  took  lire.  Oidy  two  liiv- 
engines  were  near,  and  these  were  almost  powerless  from  want  n[ 
water.  Seeing  tbe  danger  impending  over  a large  })ortion  of  the  city 
if  the  great  building  should  Ite  consumed,  Oliver  Hull,  a well-known 
citizen,  standing  by,  off’ered  to  give  Sloo  to  the  liremen's  fund  if  they 
would  ])ut  out  the  flames  on  the  roof  and  save  the  building.  The  iire- 
3uen  immediately  made  a pile  of  boxes  which  had  been  removed  from 
adjacent  stores,  placed  upon  it  a brandv-puncheoti,  on  which  one  of 
the  men  mounted,  .and  so  directed  tlie  nozzle  <,)f  the  hose  that  the  water 
played  on  the  shingles  and  extinguished  the  fianies.  So,  the  u[)per  part 
of  the  city  was  saved. 

Farther  up  AVall  Street  much  property  saved  l)y  the  sagacity  of 
Downing,  the  “ oyster  king,^’  as  he  was  called,  at  the  corner  of  Jfroad 
and  AVall  streets.  AA^ater  could  not  be  had.  He  liad  a large  c(uantity 
of  vinegar  in  his  celhir.  This  be  brought  out,  and  lyv  throwing  it  on 
the  flames  carefully  with  |*ails,  much  |>roperty  was  saved. 

It  was  estimated  that  an  area  of  nearly  fifty  acres  was  strewn  with  the 
ruins  of  almost  seven  hundred  buildings  and  their  contents,  pi’ostrated 
and  consumed  by  the  dreadful  conflagration.  In  all  that  area,  wherein 
no  one  might  })enetrate  until  late  the  next  day,  on  account  of  the  tierce 
lieat,  only  one  building  was  left  entire.  It  was  the  store  of  John  A. 
Moore,  an  iron  merchant,  on  AA^ater  Strca^t,  neai*  Old  Slip.  Strange  to 
relate,  during  the  awful  invages  of  the  flames  not  a single  human  life 
was  lost,  nor  Avas  thei*e  a sericAus  accident  of  any  kind.  Tlie  extent  of 
the  tire  Avas  given  iis  f(»lloAvs  in  the  Courier  arul  Knqurrer : 

South  Street  is  l)iirned  down  from  AVall  Street  to  Coenties  Slip. 
Front  Street  is  burned  d(wvn  from  AVall  Street  to  C(Aeiities  Slip.  Fearl 
Street  is  burned  down  from  AVall  Street  to  Coenties  Alley,  and  the  tire 

* On  the  following  day  Mr.  Hamilton  (a  son  of  General  Aloxaiuler  Hamilton'i,  who 
assisted  Colonel  Smith  in  carrying  the  barrel  of  powder,  sent  him  the  following  note  : 

“Xkw  Yoi’.k.  Dereniher  17,  1SV>. 

“Siu;  A?  an  cyc-witne.^s  to  your  conduct  diirhn^  tlic  tire  last  ni<;!ir,  I congratulate  you  upon  the  .'JUC- 
ces.s  of  your  cxcrtloTis  in  arrestimr  ita  dc'^tructive  courj^e.  Your  dKclsion  and  ft  urles^-/iCi<s  of  consi:quem:es 
while  m the  dii^charge  of  your  duty  arc  deservin^t  of  the  hi^'host  prai-e. 

“ AA'ith  s:incorc  respect,  your  ubudicut  servant, 

HaMU-TON. 

‘ Monr.AN  L.  Smith,  Akleriiian  of  the  4th  Ward.” 
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\v:is  tliore  stop}>od  1)V  blowing  up  a buikliug.  Stone  Street  is  burned 
down  from  ^Villiain  Street  to  k^o.  32  on  one  side,  ard  No.  3l>  on  the 
nther.  Beaver  Street  is  burned  down  halt  way  to  Broa<l  Street, 
bxchango  Place  is  burned  down  from  Hanover  Sti*eet  to  within  three 
«{oors  of  Broad  Street  ; here  the  Haines  were  .stopped  l)v  l>ii)wing  u[)  a 
house.  'William  Street  is  burned  down  from  Wall  Street  to  South 
Street,  both  sides  of  the  way  : klarket  House  down.  Wall  Street  is 
burned  down  on  the  south  side  from  William  Street  to  South  Street, 
Avith  the  exee])tion  of  Xos.  51,  53,  55,  57,  50,  and  31,  opjiosite  this 
othce.  All  the  streets  and  alleys  within  the  above  limits  are  destroyed. 

“ The  following  will  be  found  a tolerablv  accurate  statement  of  the 
mi-mber  of  houses  and  stores  now  levelled  with  the  ground  : 23  on  Wall 
Street  : 37  on  South  Street  ; So  on  Front  Street  ; 32  (Ui  Exchange 
Place  : on  W^illiam  Street  ; 13  on  Coenties  Sli[)  ; 3 on  Hanover 

Square  ; 21)  on  Gouverneur's  Lane  ; 2o  on  ( 'uylei'T  Alley  ; 70  on  Pearl 
Street  : 73  on  Whaler  Street  ; 1<>  on  Hanover  Street  ; 31  on  Exchange 
Street  : 33  on  Ohl  Slip  ; do  on  Stone  Street  ; 23  on  Beaver  Street  ; 
10  on  Janes's  Lane,  and  38  on  klill  Street.  . Total,  374.  Six  hundred 
and  seventy-four  tenements — by  far  the  greater  ])art  in  the  occu[)ancy 
of  our  largest  shipping  and  Avholesale  dry -goods  and  gr(.)C(n*v  merchants, 
and  filled  with  the  richest  products  of  every  ])ortion  of  the  globe.'’ 

The  estimated  value  of  the  ])roperty  destroyed  by  the  terrible  confla- 
gration was  SfS,oOo,Ooo  to  S20,ooo,0o0.  The  ])oi-tion  of  the  city 
burned  over  Avas  quite  extensi\'ely  populated.  Hundreds  of  families 
Avere  turned  into  the  streets  that  bitter  night,  homeless  mid  houseless, 
and  many  Avealthy  or  ])rosperous  merchants  Avere  reduced  to  conq)ara- 
tive  poA'crty  in  a few  hoiu's.  A greater  portion  of  tin'  tire-insurance 
companies  Avere  ruined,  and  therefore  much  nierchandi.se  nominally 
insured  aa'us  a total  lo.ss  to  its  oAvners. 

The  atmospliere  on  that  night  Avas  veiw  clear.  The  light  of  the  great 
fire  AA'as  seen  at  Saratoga,  nearly  two  hundred  miles  <listant.  The 
Avriter  of  the.se  jiages,  tiien  living  at  15)Uglikt'ep.sie,  si'vrnUy-tivt'  miles 
distant,  saAV  its  rellection  like  an  aui'ora  glowing  dimly  aboA'c  the 
crests  of  the  Hudson  Highlands.  The  tire  ragvd  all  that  night  and 
nearly  the  Avliole  of  the  next  day. 

It  Avas  early  perceiA'ed  ttiaf  an  immense  amount  of  property  among 
and  near  tin'  ruins  not  consumed  Avas  ex[)osed  to  tin'  d('[)r('dations  of 
thieves.  There  Avas  not  tlien,  as  now,  an  insurance'  patrol,  so  the 

* St-mo  StriM't  was  the  first  .street  in  the  city  that  was  ])aveil  (with  oohhh-stonesX  anU 
hence  its  na?iie. 
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Xatioiial  Guard  was  called  out  by  the  mayor  I'oi-  .tlie  })roU‘ctior:  of  ihr 
exposed  pro[)erty.  Faithfully,  as  usual,  they  stood  guard  ah  the 
remainder  of  that  fearful  night,  sulferiiig  much  in  the  iuter.st,'  coM. 
During  tlieir  night  vigils  refreshments  were  furnished  tliem  from  tho 
Auction  Hotel,  near  l)y,  and  on  tlie  IStli,  after  arduous  duti<?s  for  about 
thirty  hours,  these  ever-ready  and  faithful  guardians  of  the  city  wcau' 
dismissed. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  news  of  the  lire  reached  Pliiladel[)hia. 
fire  companies  came  on  from  there  to  the  help  of  their  brethren  in  Xew 
York.  Firemen  also  caane  from  Xewark  and  Brooklyn,  and  all 
remained  until  the  danger  of  a renewed  conflagration  wms  overpast. 
Expressions  of  the  deepest  sympatliy  for  the  sufferers  also  came  from 
Bhiladel[)hia  and  neighl)oring  towns  and  cities.  The  conflagraction  was 
considered  by  many  as  a national  calamity. 

This  dreadful  bh^w  seemed  to  paralyze  the  business  community  of 
Noav  York  Avith  its  l)enumbing  shock.  The  check  to  its  bounding 
enterprise  Avas  temporary.  At  noon  on  the  Ihth  of  Decendjer,  while 
the  ruins  Avere  yet  smoking,  a meeting  was  lield  at  the  City  Hall. 
Judge  Indng  called  the  assembh^  to  order,  Avhen  IMaA’or  LaAvrence  was 
chosen  to  preside.  The  following  eminent  citizeiis  Avere  appointedwice- 
])residents  : Albert  Gallatin,  Preseiwed  Fish,  Louis  i\LcLane,  Geoi'ge 
XeAvbold,  Isaac  Bronson,  Enos  T.  Throop,  Campbell  P.  AVhite,  John 
T.  Irving,  Samucd  Hicks,  George  Griswold,  James  G.  Fling.-f-  Benja- 

* It  was  during  tliis  year  (1835)  that  the  Order  of  Alerit,  which  originated  with  Colonel 
Morgan  L.  Smith,  was  established  in  the  Xational  (juard,  its  object  being  to  increase  the. 
efficiency  of  the  regiment  by  cultivating  a desire  to  excel  in  drill.  The  badge  of  the 
order  was  a silver  cross  worn  on  a red  ril)bon.  This  cross  might  be  conferred  oti  twelve 
members  of  the  regiment  in  each  year.  The  first  drill  for  the  order  took  place  at  the 
arsenal  yard.  The  Seventh  Company  won  the  honor.  The  contest  was  renewed  tlie 
following  year  ; dissatisfaction  arose,  mnch  bitterness  of  feeling  was  eiigeiulorod,  and 
tinally  the  Order  of  Alerit  was  abandoned. 

f James  Gore  King  was  an  eminent  banker  and  merchant.  AVhilc  his  father,  Rufus 
King,  was  United  States  minister  at  the  British  Court,  ho  had  his  two  sons,  Charles  ami 
James,  educated  at  the  best  schools  in  England.  James  was  born  in  Xew  York  City 
May. 8,  1731.  On  his  return  from  England  in  isdj  he  entered  Harvard  University,  and 
graduated  m 1810.  lie  studied  at  the  famous  Litchfield  Law  School.  In  181'2  lie  mar- 
ried a daughter  of  Archibald  Gracie,  a sister  of  the  wife  of  his  brother  Ciiarlcs,  and  was 
afterward  estaUlshcd  as  a merchant  in  Inverpool,  with  his  brother-in-l;iw.  .\rchibai<l 
Gracie,  Jr,  In  18-24  he  returned  to  Xew  York  and  became  one  of  the.  firm  of  Brime. 
Ward  A King,  bankers.  When  that  firm  dissolved  Mr.  King  formed  a similar  banking 
house  under  the  name  of  James  G.  King  A Sons.  Air.  King  performed  service  as  adjutant 
in  the  war  of  18I2-15.  In  18p.)  he  took  a seat  in  Congress,  serving  one  term.  He  was 
for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Chaml>er  of  Commcice.  and  w;is  its  presi  lent  at 
the  time  of  his  dc:dh,  which  occtiiTcd  athis  residence  at  Higliwood,  X.  J.,  Octobe  r 3,  He-h 
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Tiiiii  L.  Swan,  Jacob  Lorillard,  and  Stejdicn  Allen.  Tlie  following 
e(|ually  eiiiinout  citizens  were  appointed  secretaries  : donathaii  (iood- 
Ime,  Prosper  ]\L  AVetiiiore,  Jolni  S.  Crary,  John  A.  Stevinis,  Jacol) 
Harvey,  Peuben  'Withers,  JJudley  Selden,  Saniiir*!  13.  Ibiggles,  Geoi-go 
■Wilson,  Samuel  Cowdrey,  James  Lee,  and  John  L.  Graiiam.  Tim 
meeting,  on  motion  of  James  G.  King,  the  banker, 

^'Besolved,  That  M'lule  the  citizens  of  New  York  lament  over  the  rnin  ^vhicll  has  left 
desolate  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  city,  and  deeply  sympathize  \vith  the  numc-rons 
sufferers,  it  becomes  them  not  to  repine,  but  to  unite  in  a vigorous  exertion  to  re  pair  tlie 
loss  ; that  the  extent  of  her  commerce,  the  number,  wealth,  and  enterprise  of  her  citizens, 
justify,  under  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence,  a primary  reliance  upon  lier  own 
resources  ; that  we  consider  it  the  duty  of  our  citizens  and  moneyed  institutions  wlio 
stand  in  the  relation  of  creditors  to  those  who  have  directly  or  indirectly  suffered  by  the 
late  fire,  to  extend  to  them  the  utmost  forbearance  and  lenity.” 

The  meeting,  on  motion  of  Dudley  Seldom  appointed  a committee  of 
one  hundred  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  loss  and  jirohahle  value  of 
the  ])roperty  destroyeil,  also  hoiv  far  the  saifiu’ers  wt^re  ]n“otected  hv 
insurance.  They  were  also  authorized  to  apply  to  Congress  for  relief, 
by  extending  credit  for  debts  due  to  tlie  ITiite^l  States,  and  for  a return 
or  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  the  tire  ; also  to  solicit 
the  general,  State,  and  city  governments  to  (extend  their  aid  if  deemed 
expedient.  They  were  also  empowered  to  institute  an  investigation 
with  a Dew  to  the  adoptiini  of  measures  to  prevent  tlie  recurrence  of 
such  a calamity,  and  to  take  measures  for  the  immediate  relief  of  tho.se 
who  were  reduced  to  want  by  the  conllagration.  The  then  limding 
men  of  the  city  engaged  in  the  various  fields  of  business  activity  were 
placed  on  this  important  committee.'^'  Only  two  of  the  members  of 


* The  following  named  gentlemen  con.stituted  that  committee  : Cornelius  W.  I.awrence, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Preser%*ed  Fish,  Samuel  Hicks,  Pcnjauim  L.  Swan,  DudUy  SobUn, 
Jonathan  Goodhue,  Saul  Alley,  Prosper  M.  tVetmore,  John  T.  Irving,  Jolm  ihiitard, 
George  Xewljnld,  Samuel  B.  Buggies,  James  G.  King.  William  B.  Astor,  George  Gri.s- 
wold,  Enos  T.  Throop,  Samuel  Cowdrey,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Gemge  Wilson.  William  F. 
iMcCoun,  John  G.  Coster,  Walter  Bowne,  James  F.  Bowuuin.  I.ouis  .McLaiie,  tacoo 
Lorillard,  John  8.  Crary,  Jacoi>  Harvey,  Boubeti  Withers,  Ogden  Holfman.  Charles 
King,  Edward  Sanford,  John  \V  Le.ivitt.  Adam  Treadwell,  Jolm  Lconaril,  (teorgs  S. 
Bobbins,  AVilliam  Xeilson,  Stephen  Whitney.  Joseph  Burchard,  Jacob  .Morton,  Jotin 
Wilson,  IMordecai  iM.  Xoah,  Philip  Hone,  William  L.  Stone,  Beiiss-  hier  Havens,  t'harles 
W.  Sanford,  William  Van  Wyck,  D.  F.  Mcmice.  John  Kelley.  H,  C.  De  Rham.  Isaac 
Bron-son,  Campbell  P.  White,  John  A.  Stevens,  James  Leo,  George  DOuglass,  Steplien 
Allen-,  John  Fleming,  John  B.  Lawrouee,  William  B.  'Fownsend,  Charles  11.  Buss«  ll. 
James  Heard,  Charh's  CrrahaTU,  George  Ireland,  John  \ . (\  bra,  Samuel  Jones,  (diaries 
.\ngustus  Davis,  Bolx  rt  C.  Wetmore,  James  D.  P.  Ogih-n,  Amli'i'w  ^\;lnl■'r.  Fbivid  Hall, 
James  Conner,  Bobert  White, Bichard  Pon\  lu-ll,  Joseph  Blunt,  S.Muuel  V ard.  I . B.  (.  lUting, 
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that  coinniittee  of  one  Inmdreil  citizens  apjjointed  i'ortv  Years  ago  now 
(1883)  survive.  These  are  General  Janies  Watson 'Webb  and  (’olond 
Andrew  A\birner. 

Tlie  recuperative  enero-y  dis])layed  1)V  the  liusiness  men  at  tins  time 
was  marvellous  to  behold.  They  seemed  to  rel)Ound  from  sudden 
depression  with  wonderful  elasticity.  Tlie  newspapers  at  home  and 
abroad  greeted  them  with  woi'ds  of  sympatlpy  and  encouragement. 
The  business  ramilications  Avith  almost  every  city  and  village  in  tlu' 
country  made  that  sym})athv  as.sume  the  feature  of  a personal  emotion. 
After  the  first  shock  was  over  no  gloom  pervaded  the  community, 
though  almost  every  family  was  more  or  less  affected  by  tlie  disaster. 

That  ])ortion  of  the  city  Avhicli  has  been  destroyed,"  said  the  Xew 
York  J/7r/v>r,  a fortnight  after  the  fire,  contained  moie  of  talent, 
respectability,  generosity,  industry,  enterprise,  and  all  the  (pndities  that 
ennoble  and  dignify  our  race,  than  the  same  s])ace,  perha[)s.  in  any 
other  city  in  the  Avorld.  Th.e  former  occupants  of  that  s[)ot  gav(^ 
emjdoyment  and  subsistence  to  more  of  their  felloAv-creatnres.  and  were 
the  dispensers  of  more  good,  more  lilAeral  benefactions  to  their  kind, 
more  useful  citizens  of  the  community  of  Avhich  they  Avere  among  th(‘ 
leading  members,  than  probidily  any  other  class  of  men.  They  wein 
liberal  encouragers  of  tlie  aids,  the  supporters  of  literature,  the  fostereis 
of  native  talent  in  CA'ery  brancli  of  science.  . . . In  a short  time, 

Ave  trust,  by  tlie  goodness  of  that  Providence  Avhich  produceth  lienefit 
out  of  evil,  that  this  dispensation  Avill  be  recounted  as  a.  curious  CA'ent 
and  as  an  historical  fact,  Avhose  effects  are  unfelt,  and  Avhose  results 
have  terminated  in  mi})rovenient  and  beauty,’’ 

John  H.  Ho^ylRncl,  John  I.ang,  Tlaniel  Jnekson,  J.  Palmer,  Richard  Piker,  James  Roo.se- 
velt,  Jr.,  James  Alonroe,  Richard  5IcCarthy,  Isaac  S.  Hone,  I’eter  A.  Jay,  Amos  1 hitler, 
Joseph  D.  Beers,  David  Bryson,  Samuel  Swartwont,  AValter  R.  Jone.s,  Philo  L.  iMill.s, 
Morris  Robinson,  Benjamin  AlcYickar,  John  Haggerty,  Charles  Dennison,  (It-orge  AV.  Lee, 
AAllliam  Churchill,  George  Lovett,  G.  A.  AAMrth,  Edwin  Ijord,  B.  L.  AVoolley,  AVilliam 
jMitcliill,  Burr  AVakeman,  AA’illiam  Leggett,  James  B.  iMurray,  Pett.r  A.  Cowdrey,  John  L. 
Graham,  George  D.  Strong,  Jonathan  laiwrence,  Cornelius  Ileyer,  Ja.mes  Lawson,  S.imuel 
B.  Howland,  James  AVatson  AA'ebb,  AVilliam  AL  Price,  John  Delatield,  James  AlcCride, 
AI  AL  Quackenboss,  B.  Al.  Brown,  AA'illiam  B.  Crosby,  GnlianC.  A'erplanck.  AVilliam  Beach 
Lawrence,  Joseph  L.  Josephs,  B.  H.  Foster,  T.  T.  Ivissam,  Robert  Bogaruus,  William 
Howard,  Lnman  Reed,  Robert  Smith,  AI.  Ulshoefer,  Samuel  Thompson,  Robert  C. 
Cornell,  Peter  G.  StuNwesant,  David  Hadden,  Benjamin  Strong,  AVilliam  P.  Hall.  I.saac 
Towfisend,  Charles  P.  Clinch,  Rufus  L.  Lord,  J.  R.  Satterlee,  David  S.  James,  David 
Austen,  Seth  Geer,  Robert  Lenox,  Rerez  Jones,  AVilliam  Turner. 

To  this  committee  was  added  the  following  committee,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  to  eo-operate  with  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  : Gabriel  R.  Disosw.-iy.  Rob.-rt 
JalTray,  Silas  Brown,  X.  II.  AVeed,  George  Underhill,  D.  A.  Cushman.  AIeie,s  D.  B<  iijaiuiu. 
Alareus  AVillnir,  an. I Thomas  Denny. 
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It  was  even  so.  As  lias  been  reniavked,  th(‘  r(d)onml  was  iiiarvi'llons. 
Before  inanv  niontbs  liad  passed  awa'y  this  portion  of  the  citv — the 
burnt  district” — literally  arcjse  fi-oin  its  ashes.  “ Iinprovenient  and 
beauty”  had  done  their  perfect  work.  ‘‘  Business,  trade,  and  eoin- 
nierce  revived  more  rapidly  than  before,"  said  ]\lr.  Disosway.  In 
vain  do  we  search  for  a chajiter  in  ancient  or  modem  history  of  such  a 
conflagration  and  its  losses,  and  of  rapid  recovery  from  all  its  evils, 
with  increasing  prosperity,  as  \ve  find  in  the  great  tire  of  Aew  York  in 
December,  1835.” 

The  spirit  of  the  business  men  of  the  city  whidi  prompted  immediate 
reaction  was  well  illustrated  by  a circumstance  related  by  the  late 
'William  E.  Dodo-e  concerning  the  conduct  of  James  E.  Lee,  who  was  a 
dry-goods  importer,  and  was  subsequently  chiefly  instrumental  in  pro- 
curing the  erection  of  Brown's  fine  equestrian  stutue  of  Washington  in 
Union  Square. 

As  I saw  him,  covered  with  dirt,”  said  l\lr.  ILidge,  the  day  after 
the  fire,  trying  with  a gang  of  men  to  dig  out  his  iron  safe,  I said  : 

^ AVell,  this  is  very  hard.' 

‘‘  ‘ Yes,”  said  Lee,  straightening  himself  up,  * but,  Dodge,  thank 
God,  he  has  left  me  my  wife  and  children,  and  these  luinds  can  support 
them.^  And  he  lived  and  died  one  of  the  time-honored  merchants.” 
That  fire  began  the  exodus  of  the  dry -goods  business  from  Pearl 
Street,  and  it  has  never  returned.  It  has  gradiuiily  gone  up  town,  and 
the  finest  stores  may  now  be  found  miles  north  of  the  Battery. 


ciiaptp:e  XIX. 


The  gi'eat  fire  in  the  early  winter  of  1835  was  a strong  confirma- 
tion of  the  popular  wisdom  evinced  at  the  spring  election  that 
year,  by  casting  an  overwhelming  majority  of  vote^  in  favor  of  a pro- 
ject for  securing  an  almiidant  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  public 
use  in  the  city.  Let  us  take  a lirief  glance  at  methods  which  had  l)een 
employed  for  furnishing  Avater  for  the  city  before  that  period. 

The  first  ])ublic  Avell  constructed  in  Xew  York  (tlien  XeAV  Amster- 
dam) Avas  in  front  of  the  fort  at  the  foot  of  Broad Avay.  It  Avas  put  in 
operation  about  lt>5S,  and  Avas  the  resort  of  the  inhabitants,  not  other- 
Avise  supplied,  during  the  remainder  of  the  Dutch  rule. 

This  seems  to  have  been  the  only  public  AA^ell  in  the  city  until  1077, 
after  the  final  occupation  of  the  toAvn  by  the  English,  Avheii  it  Avas 
ordered  by  the  municipal  authorities  that  Avells  be  made  in  the 
following  })laces,  by  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  streets  A\diere  they  are  seA’er- 
ally  made,  namely  : One  opposite  Eoelf  Jansen,  the  butcher  ; one  in 
Broadway,  op[)osite  Tan  Dyck’s  ; one  in  the  street  opposite  Derick 
Smith’s  ; one  in  the  street  opposite  John  Cavalier’s  ; one  in  the  yard 
of  the  City  Hall,  and  one  in  the  street  opposite  Cornelius  Aum  Bor- 
sum’s.  ” 

In  1087  seA'en  other  public  Avells  Avere  constructed,  and  for  the  }nir- 
pose  of  defraying  the  expense,  assessments  of  designated  pro|)erty- 
owmers  Avere  made,  the  city  government  ]riying  one  half  the  expense. 

During  the  eaiTu'r  ])art  of  the  last  century  the  city  goA'ernment  con- 
tributed annually  al)DUt  s3o  for  the  construction  of  new  Axells,  Avhile 
the  inhabitants  living  in  tlie  neighl)orhoods  of  the  wells  ])aid  tlai 
remainder  of  the  expense.  None  of  them  Avere  allowed  the  use  of  the 
AAxdl  until  they  had  contributed  a fair  |)roportion  of  the  expense. 

In  the  AU'ar  1750  pumps  limt  came  into  use  in  the  ])ublic  Avells,  and 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  province  passed  an  act  to  enable  the  city 
to  raise  a tax  for  the  construction  and  keeping  in  I’cpair  of  the  puni[)s 
in  public  Avells. 

So  ('arly  as  1771.  wlum  the  ]H)pulation  was  but  tAventy-two  tliuusand, 
an  attem]»t  was  made  tr>  establish  a uniform  water-snp[)ly,  muhn*  the 
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direction  of  Cliristoplier  Colies.  lie  siii^’g-csted  to  tlic  city  authorities 
the  construction  of  water-works  on  tlie  easterly  side  of  llroadway, 
north  of  (])resent)  Pearl  Street.  They  were  to  consist  of  a lar^u}  well, 
|)uni])ing  machinery,  and  a reservoir,  the  well  to  be  near  the  edge  of 
the  Collect  Pond,  and  the  site  of  the  city  prison  called  the  Tombs, 
The  reservoir  was  to  be  U})on  the  high  ground  opj)osite  (pi'esenti  'Worth 
Street.  City  bonds  were  issued  to  the  amount  of  s]l>,;)00.  This 
amount  was  increased  the  next  year  to  The  land  was  pur- 

chased for  a little  more  than  s5<hX),  but  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  old 
war  for  independence  ])ut  an  end  to  the  project. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  tlie  war  the  subject  engaged  the 
])ublic  attention,  and  from  that  time  until  1S32  various  measures  for 
supplying  the  city  witli  an  abundance  of  |)ure  water  Avere  proposed. 
Oidy  two  Avere  tiled,  and  these  proved  madecjuate.  These  Avere  the 
lyianhattan  AVater  AVorks  in  Chambers  Sti’cet,  ami  a reservoir  near 
Union  Scpiare.  In  each  case  the  source  of  the  water  supply  Avas  an 
immense  Avell. 

In  1832  Colonel  I)e  AA’^itt  Clinton,  in  response  to  a re^solution  of  the 
common  council,  reported  that  in  his  judgment  the  city  of  Xew  ATirk 
should  rely  upon  the  Croton  Pi\’er  for  its  sup])ly  of  Avliolesome  Avater 
for  all  purposes.  lie  set  forth  very  fully  all  the  advantages  of  the 
Croton — its  purity  and  unfailing  abundance,  its  supei*ior  elevation,  and 
the  ease  Avith  which  it  might  be  introduced.  Tvot  haAung  made  sur- 
A^eys  of  the  route,  Colonel  Chnton's  estimates,  summarized  b/elow,  AA’ere 
A’ery  inadequate.  They  Avere  as  follows  : 

From  the  liest  opinion  I can  form,  I am  satisfied  tliat  the  waters  of 
the  Croton  Piver  may  be  taken  at  ITne's  Priilge  and  delivered  on  the 
island  for  a sum  not  exceeding  §750,000,  in  an  open  canal  and  Avith 
stone  linings,  ditchings,  and  aatiUs,  and  including  drainages  and  other 
contingencies  it  may  saa'cII  the  cost  to  §S50,ooo.  The  (‘X[)ense  of  dis- 
tribution and  reseiwoirs  on  the  island  may  amount  to  §l,05o,oot)  more, 
Avhich  Acoiild  make  the  Avhole  cost  of  the  Avoj-k  §3,5no,oooy ’ 

In  January,  1833,  the  Legislature,  at  the  i-eipiest  of  tlie  com- 
mon council,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  governor  to  ap[)oint 
tiA'e  AAUtter  commissionei^  for  the  city  of  Xew  A'ork  to  examine  and 
consider  all  matters  in  relation  to  supfilying  the  city  Avith  a sullicient 
(piatitity  of  pure  and  Avholesome  Avater,  the  coiiimissioners  to  (unploy 
the  necessary  engineei’s,  suiweyois;,  ('tc.  Under  this  act  the  g(Avernor 
appointed  as  commissioners  Ste[)hen  Allen,  IL  AI.  IlroAvn,  8.  Diisen- 
bury,  Saul  Alh^y,  and  AV.  AV.  Fox.  Tlie  common  council  a]ip’V)priated 
§5000  for  their  use.  They  enqiloyctl  Canvas  White  and  Alajor  I).  B. 
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Douglass,  foianerly  prof(^s.sor  of  engineering  at  AVest  Point,  to  inala' 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  and  insti’ueted  them  to  make  (examina- 
tion of  the  Croton,  Sawmill,  and  Bronx  rivei’s  in  the  counties  of  AVust- 
chester  and  Putnam,  together  with  their  several  trilmtaries,  and  i.. 
furnish  the  conuiiissioiiers  with  a map  and  profde  of  the  country,  and 
their  opinion  of  the  (piality  of  the  waiter,  the  siq)ply  that  might  Im* 
depended  upon  in  all  seasons,  and  the  practicaliility  of  conveying  it  to 
the  city  at  sufficient  elevation  to  preclude  the  use  of  machinery,  and 
answer  all  the  purposes  contemplated.  Also  to  designate  the  most 
feasible  route  and  the  best  manner  of  conducting  the  conduits  and 
reservoirs,  the  probable  amount  i*equired  to  pay  for  lands,  ^vate^•- 
rights,  damages,  and  c(jst  of  construction. 

In  his  report  to  the  common  council,  in  October,  1S3I,  Afajor  Doug- 
lass (Avlio  alone  wu’s  at)le  to  make  this  sui'vey)  recommended  the  Crot.:>n 
lliver  as  the  source,  a ma.sonry  aqueduct  for  the  conduit,  and  described 
two  routes — the  inland  route"  and  the  Hudson  Piver  route" — the 

former  being  forty -three  miles  and  the  latter  forty-seven  miles  long 
from  the  proposed  dam  on  the  Croton  to  the  distributing  reservoir  on 
Alurray  Hill.  He  estimated  that  a minimum  siqrply  of  twxmty-seven 
million  gallons  a day  might  be  delivered  into  the  reservoir  by  either 
route,  at  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  above  tide- 
water. The  cost  of  the  inhind  route  he  estimated  at  8-1,500,000,  and 
of  the  Hudson  Piver  route  at  81?  Til'll! I- 

The  wmter  commissioners,  indorsing  the  views  and  conclusions  of 
Alajor  Douglass,  sulimitted  a report  accordingly  to  the  common  council 
and  the  Legislature.  The  water  commissioners  Avere  reappointed,  and 
the  Legislature  by  act  made  piwision  for  submitting  the  question  </f 
‘‘  Avater"  or  ‘‘  no  water"  to  the  electors  of  the  city  at  the  charter  elec- 
tion in  1835.  The  common  council  Avere  authorized,  in  the  event  of 
the  A*ote  being  in  favor  of  Avater,  to  issue  water  stock  to  the  amount  of 
83,5oO,OoO,  and  to  instruct  the  ccunmissioners  to  ])!*(.>ceed  with  the  work 
—to  purchase  kinds,  water  lights,  etc. — and  to  liaA'e  the  Avork  done  Iw 
contract. 

On  the  2d  ot  Alareh,  1835,  the  common  council 

“ Resolved,  That  a poll  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  to  be  opened  on  the  days  upon 
which  the  next  annual  eleetir<n  for  charter  otlicers  of  this  city  is  by  law  appointed  to  be 
held,  to  the  end  that  the  electors  may  exi^ress  their  assent  or  refusal  to  allow  the  com- 
mon council  to  proceed  in  raising  the  money  necessary  to  construct  the  work  aforesaid 
[the  Croton  Acpieduct,  etc.],  l>y  depositing  their  ballots  m a box  to  be  provided  for  rliat 
purpose  in  tludr  rr-spi^ctive  wards,  according  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  ‘ To  providr- 
for  supplying  the  city  of  New  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water.’  ” 
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The  election  occurred  on  the  14th,  l.lth,  and  ICtliof  April  followino-. 
There  had  been  nuieh  opposition  to  the  nieasui*e  among  tax-pavers  oii 
account  of  the  ex})ense,  and  so  clamorous  ha<l  l)een  the  opposition  that 
friends  of  the  measure  were  most  agreeably  surprised  at  the  o.sult. 
There  were  17,330  votes  in  favor  of  providing  for  pure  water,  and 
only  5003  against  it.  Had  a vote  on  the  same  question  been  taken 
immediately  after  tlie  great  tire  it  would  probably  have  l)een  almost  or 
(juite  unanimous  in  favor  of  water. 

The  great  Avork  Avas  almost  immediately  begun.  On  the  7th  of  ^lay 
tlio  common  council  instructed  tlie  Avater  commissioners  to  ])roceed 
Avith  the  Avork,  and  authorized  a loan  of  8-,50(ig)(M),  at  fivn  ]>er  cent 
interest,  to  proAude  for  the  current  expenses.  The  commissioners 
appointed  [Major  Douglass  their  chief  etigineer,  and  directed  him  to 
organize  a corps  of  engineers  as  soon  as  ])racticable.  An  engineering 
party  took  the  field  on  the  tUh  of  duly  and  ])roceedod  to  stake  out  the 
land  required  for  the  lake  formed  by  the  Croton  Dam  amd  for  the  line 
of  the  aqueduct. 

The  siiiweys  and  resiirveys  for  the  al)ove-name<,l  purposes  Avere  not 
completed  until  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1S33.  During  the 
progress  of  these  surveys  the  route  Avas  in  several  jdaces  amended  ami 
shortened,  making  the  distance  finally  from  the  Croton  Dam  to  the 
distributing  reseiwoir  on  jliirray  Hill  about  forty  and  one  half  miles. 

In  October,  1833,  John  B.  Jervis  succeeded  l\Iajor  Douglass  as  chief 
engineer,  and  continued  in  that  position  until  tiu*  great  Avork  Avas  com- 
pleted. Duder  l\[r.  Jervis's  direction,  the  map,  drawings,  and  working- 
plans  AA'ere  conq)leted  during  the  winter  of  lS3<l-37,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1837  the  avoiD  of  construction  Avas  fairly  Iregun  by  ])lacing  a portion 
of  it  under  contract. 

It  Avas  originally  intended  to  have  tlie  water  ci’oss  the  Harlem  BiAmr 
on  a low  bridge  through  an  iiiA'erted  si]Jion,  but  in  1S31>  the  legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  requiring  the  Harlem  River  to  be  ])assed  on  a high 
bridge.  The  contract  for  the  bridge  Av'as  made  in  August  of  tliat  year. 
It  AA'as  constrm*t(Ml  of  stone,  and  su|)p'orted  by  thirteim  aixdies  resting 
on  solid  granite  ])iers.  The  croAvn  of  the  highest  aiA'h  is  one  hundrcil 
and  sixteen  feet  aboAe  the  riAer  surface  at  high  tide.  It  is  fouileen 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  crosses  the  Harlem  Ahdlev  at 
One  Hundred  and  SeAmnty-tifth  Street.  The  \A'at(‘r  is  caiaa'ed  o\'er  the 
bridge  in  a conduit  of  iron  pipes  protected  by  bi’ick  masonry.  J'liere 
is  a wide  footpath  across  the  bihlgc.  to  enable  visitors  to  haA'e  a Anew 
of  the  fine  scenery  from  the  lofty  jrrsition.  AVheu  the  High  Bridge 
Avas  completed  the  Avater  commissioners  appointed  by  the  g>wernor 
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finished  their  labors,  and  tlie  wliole  water  system  came  under  the 
charge  of  tlie  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

On  the  2Tth  of  efune,  1842,  witli  appropriate  ceremonies,  the  watci- 
was  first  conveyed  through  tlie  aijiieduct  into  the  receiving  reservoir  ni 
Eighty-sixtli  Street,  and  on  the  -tth  of  July  following  it  was  received 
into  the  distributing  reservoir  on  IMurray  Hill,  between  Fortieth  arai 
Forty -second  streets  and  Fifth  Avenue. 

The  celeliration  of  the  completion  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  occurred 
on  the  14th  of  October,  1842.  That  memorable  event  will  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

The  year  1835  is  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  Xew  York  for  the  per- 
fection of  an  ingenious  literary  hoax  which  puzzled  the  scientific  world 
for  a moment,  and  set  journalistic  pens  in  motion  in  both  hemispheres. 
The  chief  perpetrator  was  a modest,  genial,  unpretentious  young  Eng- 
lishman named  Eichard  Adams  Locke,  who  had  been  enqJoyed  as  a 
reporter  on  the  Courier  and  J^nquirer^  and  was  then  the  editor  of  tlie 
Sum  newspaper,  in  the  columns  of  which  it  appeared,  credited  to  a 
supplement  of  the  Edinburgh  Phd.osojdtlced  Journal. 

It  wa.3  a pretended  account  of  wonderful  discoveries  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth's  satellite  made  liy  Sir  John  F.  AY.  Ilerschel  at  the  C’apeof 
Good  Hope,  by  means  of  a newly-constructed  telescope.  It  stated  that 
by  means  of  this  telescope  the  moon's  surface  was  lirought  within  the 
a])parent  distance  of  eight  miles  of  the  earth,  as  seen  by  the  naked 
eye.  The  topogitqihy,  vegetable  productiitns,  and  animal  life  wei*e  all 
perceived  quite  clearly.  The  chief  inhabitants — the  family  of  the  man 
in  the  moon" — were  described  as  being  something  of  the  foisn  of  bats; 
in  a word,  Tlerscliel  had  given  to  the  world  a revehition  of  a hitherto 
unknown  inhabited  s’phere,  the  nearest  neighbor  to  our  earth.  The 
construction  of  the  telescope  tvas  so  ingeniously  described,  and  every- 
thing said  to  liave  lieen  seen  with  it  was  given  with  such  grapiiic  'power 
and  minuteness,  and  with  such  a show  of  probability,  that  it  deianvedi 
scientific  men.  It  [ilaved  upon  their  credulity  and  stimulated  their 
speculations  ; and  tlie  public  journals,  regarding  it  as  a grave  histoi'icai 
fagt,  felt  pi(jued  by  tlie  circumstance  that  an  oliscure  and  'lespisedl 

penny  sheet”  should  have  been  the  first  vehicle  for  announcing  th(‘ 
great  event  to  the  American  people.  One  journal  gravely  assured  its 
readers  that  it  I'ecmved  the  “ siqiplement”  by  the  same  niail,  but  was 
>])re vented  fi’om  ]niblishing  the  article  on  the  day  when  it  afipeared  in 
the  Snn  only  because  of  a want  of  room  ! 

The  newspajicrs  thronu'hout  tlie  country  copital  th(>  articli'  and  coin- 
iiiented  on  it.  Sume  dishoiiestlv  Avithheld  credit  to  the  Sun^  leaving 
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tlio  inference  tliat  they  had  taken  it  from  the  famous  ‘‘ supplcuiumt.'’ 
Tlie  more  stately  newspa[)ers  — tlie  “ resj>ecta,!)le  weeklii'.s*' — were 
thoroughly  hoax(Hl.  The  Xew  York  7>e////  Atlr>  one  of  the 

respectable  sixpennys,*’  said  that  ‘‘  Sir  John  had  added  a stock  of 
knowledge  to  the  present  age  that  Avill  immortalize  his  name  and  place 
it  high  on  the  ])age  of  science.''  The  AUxiny  A///y  .h//vv'//.svv' rea(l 
*•  with  uns})eakable  emotions  of  ])leasure  and  astonishment  an  article 
from  the  last  E(linbiirgh /Vo7e.vey>///ee/  Journal  containing  an  account 
of  the  recent  discoveries  of  Sir  John  Ilerschel  at  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.”  Some  of  the  grave  religious  journals  made  the  great  discovery 
a subject  for  pointed  homilies  on  the  wonders  of  God's  works  more 
'and  more  revealed  to  man." 

Scientific  men  were  equally  deceived  at  first.  On  the  morning  of 
the  appearance  of  the  article  in  the  Sun  the  late  Professor  J.  J.  iMapes 
had  occasion  to  start  for  YYshington  on  business.  lie  believed  the 
story,  took  a copy  Avitli  him,  and  handed  it  to  Professor  Joiies,  of  the 
Georgetown  College.  The  learned  professor  read  it  'with  most  absorb- 
ing interest,  with  a profound  belief  in  its  trutli,  until  he  came  to  some 
statements  about  the  telescope,  which  presented  an  im})(^ssibility  in 
science,  when  he  dropped  the  paper  and  said,  witli  tears  starting  from 
liis  eyes,  Oh,  Professor  l\[apes,  it’s  all  a hoax  ! it's  all  a hoax  I’’ 

Tt  is  said  that  A.  Arago,  the  great  French  savant,  proj^osed  in  the 
French  Institute  the  sending  of  a de])utation  to  the  Cape  of  G<^od  llo])o 
to  confer  with  Ilerschel,  and  other  scientific  bodies  in  Furojie  were 
deeply  stirred  by  the  idea  of  the  “ marvellous  discovenw. '’ 

But  it  was  not  even  a ‘‘nine  days’  wonder.’'  In  a few  days  the 
story  was  discovered  to  be  a pure  fiction.  Locke  had  discerned  tln'^ 
readiness  of  belief  in  theories  put  forth  by  men  like  Dr.  Dick  and 
others,  who  framed  them  to  suit  their  own  religious  speculations,  and 
he  readily  engaged  in  preparing  the  ‘‘  IMoon  Hoax,"  as  it  is  known  in 
the  realm  of  literature,  for  the  ])urpose  of  testing  tli(‘  extent  of  public 
credulity.  It  was  a successful  experiment,  Init  the  editors  of  journals 
and  scientific  men  who  had  readily  swallo\ved  the  bait  lU'ver  forgave 
Locker  for  this  cruel  infliction.  They  were  the  butt  of  universal  n erri- 
inent  for  a long  time. 

The  secret  hi.story  of  the  IMoon  Hoax'’  is  this  : Mr.  Moses  T . 
Beach  had  recently  become  sole  proprietor  of  the  Sun.  and  Bi(*hard 
Adams  Locke  was  the  editor.  It  was  desirable  to  have  some  new  and 
startling  features  to  increase  its  popularity,  and  Locke,  for  a considera- 
tion, ]’)ro]')osed  to  pr(']nm‘  for  it  a work'  of  liciion.  To  this  j>ruj)Osal 
iMi*.  Beach  agreed.  Locke  consulted  l.ewis  Gaylonl  (.Turk,  tlie  editor 
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of  tlie  Knicl‘rrh<)(:l'er  as  to  the  subject.  Tlie  Edinbin-'jh 

Scient[ti<^  Journal  was  tlieii  busied  Avith  Ilerschers  astronomical 
tions  at  the  Ca})0  of  Good  Hope,  and  Clark  proposed  to  make  ihe-.* 
the  basis  of  the  story.  It  was  done.  Clark  Avas  the  real  in\*eiitnr(.: 
the  incidents,  the  imaginative  ])art,  Avhile  to  Locke  Avas  intrusted  ih.- 
ingenioiLs  task  of  unfolding  tlie  discoveries.  [Messrs.  Leach,  Cdarlc,  and 
Locke  AA'ere  in  daily  consultation  Avhile  the  hoax  aaxis  in  preparatiofi. 
It  AATis  thus  a joint  product.  “ 

Taking  adAxintage  of  the  public  excitement  caused  by  the  piddication 
of  the  IMoon  Hoax,  Mr.  Harrington,  then  exhibiting  moving  dio- 
mmas”  in  Xew  York,  ])roduced  one  which  exhibited  scenes  in  the  lunar 
sphere  as  described  by  Locke.  It  Avas  painted  by  John  Evers,  th(‘ 

* Moses  Yale  I>e^^ch,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  in  the  business  of  journalism  in 
New  Y”ork  forty  years  ago,  was  a native  of  AAkillingfonl,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  born 
on  January  1,  1800.  He  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  Stratford,  Coim., 
of  that  name.  On  his  maternal  side  he  was  a descenOant  of  a member  of  the  family  of 
the  founder  of  Yale  College.  He  was  apprenticed  to  a cabinet-maker  at  Hartford.  Eiier- 
getic  and  ambitious,  he  purchased  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  his  indentures  when  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  entered  the  business  world  on  his  own  account  at  North- 
ampton, Alass.  There,  with  a pjirtner,  he  opened  a cabinet-making  establishment,  ami 
soon  afterward  received  the  Ih’st  premium  of  the  Franklin  Institute  for  the  best  cabinet- 
ware  on  exhibition. 

^Ir.  Beach  married  Nancy  Day,  a sister  of  the  founder  of  the  Nan  newspaper,  and  in 
1821  established  himself  in  business  in  S2)i’ingfiel<l,  Mass.  Possessed  of  genius  for  in- 
vention, several  projects  claimed  his  attention.  A favorite  one  was  aerial  navigation. 
One  of  his  daily  associates  was  Thomas  Blanchard,  inventor  of  tlie  stern-wheel  steamhoac 
and  the  lathe  for  turning  irregular  forms,  such  as  lasts,  gun-stocks,  etc.  The  two  neigh- 
bors were  so  intimate  that  3Ir.  Beach’s  friends  regarded  them  as  joint  inventors  of  the 
stern-wheel. 

Mr.  Beach  was  also  intimate  with  the  paper-makers  in  his  neighborhood,  and  he  de- 
vised the  simple  machine  now  in  universal  use  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a large  amount 
of  hand  labor  in  cutting  the  rags.  Tliis  led  to  his  obtaining  an  interest  in  a paper- 
mill  at  Saugertics,  on  the  Hudson,  and  to  that  place  he  removed  with  his  family  in  1827. 

Ill  1835  Mr.  Beacdi  purchased  au  interest  in  the  Nun  newsiiaper,  and  finally  he  became 
the  sole  pro[>riotor  of  it.  His  management  of  the  business  from  the  beginning  was 
marked  by  great  enterjivise  in  the  adoi»tion  of  new  methods  for  obtaining  the  curlh'st 
intelligence  of  current  events  for  his  paper.  On  sjiccial  occasions  lie  established  daily 
expresses.  For  example  ; During  the  trial  at  Htica  of  .Alexander  AleLeod,  a British  sub- 
ject, for  complicity  in  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  VnroUnr  in  the  Niagara  River,  an 
express  was  rim  between  that  city  and  the  S>tn.  otlice  in  Neav  York.  Another  was  run 
from  Halifax  to  New  York,  carrying  European  news  brought  by  the  Cunard  steamships, 
then  the  only  regular  line  of  vessels  carrying  the  mails  between  Europe  and  America. 
Frequently  expresses  were  run  from  Boston  and  from  Albany  to  New  York  at  the  ex]>ons»* 
of  Air.  Beach.  Those  from  Boston  were  usually  confided  to  Alviu  Adams  and  his  associ- 
ates. In  this  s>>rvice  Air.  Dinsmore,  the  (present)  president  of  the  Ailams  Express  (’orn- 
jiany,  di.stingnished  himst-lf  by  celerity  of  nioveim'ut  wiili  a single  horse  l)ctweeii  Spring- 
field  and  Hartford,  in  forwarding  Mr.  Beach’s  news  budget. 
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scene-painter  at  tlie  Park  Theatre,  who  is  still  living-  (188M),  one  of  the 
three  survivors  of  the  founders  of  the  Xationtd  Academy  of  the  Arts  of 
Design.  It  was  very  popular  for  a while.  The  Hoax  gave  the  a 
great  business  im})etus. 

This  was  the  era  of  the  advent  of  two  mighty  ])owers  which  have 
])layed  a most  important  part  in  the  greuTh,  prosperity,  and  marvellous 
expansion  in  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  city  of  A”ew  Yoi'k. 
These  were  ivailways  and  ocean  steam  navigation. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  decade,  steamljoats,  which  had  l)een  in 
o|X)ratioii  only  about  twenty  years,  were  com})aratively  few  in  num- 
ber ; and  the  first  charter  given  to  a railway  company  in  the  Ignited 
Stcites  was  granted  by  the  Legislatui-e  of  Xew  York  to  the  iMoliawk 

To-day,  on  tlie  roof  of  the  Commercial  Adverfiser  (the  old  .SVog  hnilding,  corner  of 
Nassau  and  Fulton  streets,  may  be  seen  a structure  erected  by  !Mr.  Beach  as  tlie  abode 
of  numerous  carrier-pigeons,  the  services  of  -which  were  often  used  in  the  swift  trans- 
mission cf  news  to  the  So.ii  from  many  directIon.s.  Somctiiues  a pigeon  was  set  free  on 
the  deck  of  a j-ast-arrived  steamship  from  Liverpool  in  Boston  harbor,  with  European 
news  wrapped  about  its  legs  ; others  would  come  from  political  nominating  conventions, 
from  i-ace-courses,  and  from  other  public  gatlierings,  with  news  of  the  results.  But  with 
the  advent  of  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph  these  enter^mises  were  suj>erseded  ; Mr. 
Beach  found  his  “ occuiurtion  gone.” 

When  the  war  with  M(;\ico  was  agitating  the  country  the  t^degraph  wires  were  not 
extended  farther  southward  than  liichmoiid,  Va.  The  *’  fast  mail  ” then  occu})ied  seven 
days  and  nights  in  the  transit  between  New  Orleans  and  No'w  York.  It  was  the  quickest 
method  for  communication  between  the  two  cities,  and  consequently  from  the  seat  of 
war.  Mr.  Beach  was  satisfied  that  the  time  might  be  much  shortened  by  running  an 
express  somewhere.  Ho  sent  his  son  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  it  was  fonnd  that  the 
route  between  the  cities  of  ^lobile  and  ^lontgomery,  Alabama,  which  oc{>U[)ied  tlie  “ fast 
mail  ” thiriy-slx  hours,  might  be  traversed  in  hedre  hours  by  a horse  and  his  rider.  l\Ir. 
Beach  established  an  ex]>ress  with  this  result,  and  it  was  continued  several  moidhs.  lie 
asked  his  fcilow-pTiblishers  to  join  in  the  expense  of  this  impoi-taiit  ciiter])rise.  They 
did  so,  and  this  was  the,  origin  of  the  alliance  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  country 
known  as  the  .Vssociatod  Press.” 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  not  generally  known  that  IMr.  Beach  was  instrumental  in 
o’otaiuing  the  basis  of  tlie  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  l^lexic-o  jit 
Guadaloupe  Hidalgo,  in  1818.  Impressed  with  the  disastrous  effects  of  w;ir  upon  :inv 
country,  he  conceived  a project  of  ending  this  one  through  the  indirect  inttuvention  of 
the'Eoraan  Catholic  clergy.  His  acipiaintance  with  Bishop  Hughes  ami  with  President 
Polk  and  his  cabinet  opened  the  door  for  jiroceedings  in  that  direction.  With  simple 
letters  of  introduction  and  commendation  he  went  to  Mexico,  obtained  inqiortaiit  inter- 
views, and  secured  the  ]»oints  of  agi-eement  on  which  ]ieace  was  afterward  ratified. 

"\niile  in  ?*Iexico  lUr.  P>eacli  felt  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease  (paralysis)  which 
finally  terminated  Lis  life.  After  struggling  against  it  for  some  time  he  retire'l,from 
business  late  in  184b.  and  took  up  his  residence  among  his  native  hills,  wlieia'  ho  lived 
quietly  twenty  years  longer,  dying  January  1'.),  iSi'iS. 

IMr.  Beach  was  a wirm  frimul  of  popular  education,  and  in  all  matters  of  ]>ublic  ii;-ed 
he  was  ever  an  active  worker. 
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and  Hudson  Railroad  CoTiipany  in  18‘25.  This  railroad,  which  c:<- 
tended  from  Albany  on  the  Hudson  to  Schenectady  on  the  ^loliawk 
JRver,  a distance  ol‘  about  sixteeui  miles,  was  completed  in  the  siimnuf 
of  1831.  It  was  opened  for  ])assenger  traliic  on  the  btli  of  Auyii>t. 
The  first  passenger  train  went  over  the  road  from  Albany  to  Schem'c- 
tady  and  back  on  that  day,  carrying  twelve  citizens  of  Albany.  One 
of  these  was  the  late  Tliurlow  AVeed,  who  was  the  re])resentative  of  tin* 
press.  On  the  crown  of  eacli  of  the  two  steep  slopes  leadiuc^  to  tlu* 
Hudson  and  the  ^lohawk  there  was  a statioiiLiry  engine  to  place  th<‘ 
train  on  the  summit  of  the  high  plateau,  an  extensive  pine-barren. 
The  cars  were  ordinary  stage-coach  bodies  on  four-wheeled  trucks,  an<l 
were  drawn  by  a veiy  small  engine  constracted  by  the  Kembles  at  tlu' 
AYest  Point  foundry,  Cold  Spiing,  and  named  7A  WHt  Clinton.  The 
cars  were  connected  Iw  a three-link  chain.  There  ‘were  seats  on  tin* 
tops  of  the  coaches,  ^vhere  the  ]-)assengers  screened  themselves  witli 
umbrellas  from  flying  s])ai’ks  from  the  locomotive,  that  was  fed  with 
pine  wood.  These  umbrellas  were  sometimes  made  skeletons  by  fircj 
when  the  end  of  a journey  was  reached.  Passengers  frequently  had 
holes  burned  in  their  clothes.  Such  was  the  l^eginning  of  the  magniti- 
cent  railway  system  which  now  railiates  from  Xevr  A’^ork  City  and 
transports  annually  to  and  from  the  metropolis  merchandise  valued  at 
billions  of  dollars,  as  well  as  millions  of  human  beings.  This  is  the 
marvellous  growth  of  tliat  single  promoter  of  business  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York  within  the  space  of  fifty  years. 

The  first  instance  of  ocean  steam  navigation  originated  in  the  harbor 
of  Hew  York.  In  the  year  ISOS  the  steamboat  Phomir^  built  at 
Hoboken,'  opposite  A^ew  York,  by  John  C.  Stevens,  was  sent  rouiul  to 
the  Delaware  River.  She  had  been  intended  for  navigating  the 
Hudson  River,  but  Livingston  and  Fulton  had  procured  an  act  froni 
the  Legislature  giving  them  a monopoly  of  navigation  by  steam  on  that 
stream. 

This  bold  experiment  was  followed  by  one  still  bolder  in  IS  10.  lii 
that  year  the  steamship  Cai'annaJi,  built  in  ATew  York  by  Fitchett  A 
Crocket  for  Daniel  Dodd,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  crossed  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  that  port  to  Liverpool,  and  after  tarrying  there  some  <kiys 
went  on  to  the  Paltic  Sea  and  reached  St.  Petersburg,  her  destina- 
tion. Her  whole  Sidling  time  fnnn  Savannah  to  St.  Petersburg  was 
only  twenty-six  days.  Her  commander  was  Captain  Afoses  Rogeis. 

The  was  a vessel  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden, 

and  her  ouCuu\  construet<‘(l  by  Stejihen  A^idl  and  Daniel  IL»dd.  ot 
Alorristown,  X.  J.,  was  ninety-hor.se  power.  She  carried  oiiU' seventy- 
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five  tons  of  coal  (tlie  amount  consumed  eacli  day  by  one  of  our  lai'p* 
ocean  steamers  now)  and  twenty-five  coT*ds  of  wood.  She  was  also 
furnislied  witli  sails. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  S>u'a/ni(ih  in  the  ^[ersey  s1k‘  attracted  mucli 
attention.  Compelled  to  lie  outside  the  bar  until  the  tide  should  serve, 
liundreds  of  peo})le  went  off  in  boats  to  see  her. 

During  this  time  she  had  all  her  colors  flying,-'  narrates  the  ca]i- 
tain’s  log-book,  “ when  a boat  from  a Dritish  man-of-war  came  along- 
side and  hailed.  The  sailing-master  was  on  deck  at  the  time.  The 
officer  of  the  boat  asked  him  : 

^ AYhere  is  your  master'  ? ’ 

^ I have  no  master,’  was  the  laconic  reply. 

‘ Where’s  your  captain,  then  ? ’ 

‘ He’s  below.  Do  vou  want  to  see  him  'i ' 
do,  sir.’ 

The  captain,  wlio  was  then  bcknv,  on  l)eing  called,  asked  wliat  he 
wanted,  to  which  the  officer  answered  : 

^ Why  do  you  wear  that  pennant,  sir  ? ’ 

^ Because  my  country  allows  me  to,  sir.’ 

‘ My  commander  thinks  it  was  done  to  insult  Inm,  and  if  you  don’t 
take  it  down  he  will  send  a force  that  will  do  it.’ 

Captain  Hogers  theii  exclaimed  to  the  engineer  : 

‘ Get  the  hot- water  engine  ready!  ’ 

xMthough  there  was  no  such  machine  on  board  the  vessel,  tlie 
order  liad  the  desired  effect,  and  John  Bull  was  glad  to  paddle  olF  as 
fast  as  po.ssible.”  “ 

As  the  Sarannah  entered  the  harbor,  the  shi])ping,  ])icrs,  and  roofs 
of  houses  were  thronged  with  wondering  s})ectators,  and  naval  officers, 
noblemen,  and  merchants  visited  her,  and  were  very  curious  to  ascer- 
tain her  speed,  destination,  and  otlier  particulars. 

The  Sacmuwh  renmiiKMl  at  Liverpool  twenty-ffv('  d:iys,  and  becanu^ 
an  object  of  suspicion.  The  journals  suggested  that  she  might  in 
some  manner  be  connected  with  the  amUtious  views  of  the  rnited 
States.”  It  was  known  that  Jerome  Bonapai'te,  of  Ilaltimori*,  had 
off’ered  a large  reward  to  any  one  who  should  succeed  in  releasine'  his 
brother  Xapoleon  from  St.  Helena,  and  some  surmis»Ml  that  the  Sacan- 
;?r//Chad  this  undertaking  in  view. 

Sailing  from  Liverpool  late  in  ffuly,  the  Sacan/ufJi  toiaffied  at  Copen- 

* “ The  Log-Dook  of  the  Savannsih,”  by  Dr.  H.  V.  Dolbui,  in  r' !i  Mhj-iz'na.  roL 

liv.  p.  315. 
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hagen  and  at  Stocklioliii,  wlicre  slic  excited  great  curiosity.  At  ili.- 
latter  place  she  was  visited  by  the  royal  family,  and  on  tlie  invitatiun 
of  Christopher  lluglies,  the  American  minister  at  Stockhohii,  s1k‘  m.idr 
an  excursion  among  the  neighboring  islands.  Arilving  at  St.  IkUis's- 
])urg  early  in  Sc])tember,  she  remained  there  a month,  and  then  “ siT 
sail  on  her  homeward  voyage  with  about  eighty  sail  of  shipping.” 

This  acluevement  of  the  a A^ew  York  built  vessel,  setnns 

to  have  been  forgotten  when,  nearly  twenty  years  afterward,  on  tht* 
arrival  in  A"ew  York  haiYorof  the  steamships  YY/h/.y  and  Grpat  llYsA  /v/. 
the  AYw  York  Krprr-^-s  said  that  it  produced  *•  unusual  joy  and  excitf- 
ment  in  the  city,  it  being  almost  universally  considered  as  a new  era  in 
the  history  of  Atlantic  navigation.” 

It  seems  to  liave  been  forgotten  then — indeed  it  is  hardly  known  now 
— that  Aew  York  is  entitl('d  to  tlie  credit  of  a pioneer  in  ocean  steain 
navigation.  ATevertiieless  it  is  so.  In  the  year  1821  or  1822  the  emi- 
nent shipbuilder,  Henry  Eckford,  completed  a steamship  ( which  was 
also  fitted  for  sails)  for  David  Dunham,  an  old  and  prominent  auction- 
eer, which  was  named  IhjGvt  Fulton,  She  was  fitted  out  for  carin'ing 
on  freight  and  passenger  business  between  A^ew  York,  Xew  Oilcans, 
and  Havana.  After  making  a number  of  successful  voyages  on  tliat 
route  si  1C  was  sold  to  the  Erazilian  Government  on  account  of  the  pecu- 
niary emliarrassments  of  her  owner.  Tfr.  Dunham  afterward  lost  his 
'life  by  lieing  1-cnocked  overboard  from  a sloop  while  on  a ])assage  be- 
tween .Vlliany  and  AYmv  York.  The  Fulton  was  converted  into  a war- 
vessel,  carrying  sixteen  guns,  and  \vas  tlie  fastest  sailer  in  the  Brazilian 
navy. 

The  beginning  of  regular  ocean  steam  navigation  lietween  Europe 
and  America  was  })ost})oned  until  1888.  The  unwisdom  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government  and  the  jealousy  of  tlie  British  public  of  everytliing 
originating  in  America  were  the  ])rinci})al  causes  Avhich  effected  this 
postponement.  Even  Avith  the  practical  proof  of  the  feasibility  of 
ocean  steam  navigation  offered  by  the  Saran/iuh  in  the  harbor  of  Livm*- 
pool,  England,  the  great  philosopher,  Dionysius  lurdner,  proved  to  his 
OW21  satisfaction  and  to  tliat  of  the  average  Englishman  that  it  could 
not  be  done  I 

Enterprising  and  thoughtful  Americans  had  for  some  time  cherislurd 
a jiroje’ct  for  tin;  establishment  of  lines  of  ocean  stt?amships,  and  early 
in  1885  AhathaniG  Gobi),  of  the  old  Black  Ball  line  of  sailing  packtHs, 
projiosed  a line  of  steamships  to  run  between  AYav  Yoi*k  and  Idverpool, 
a,nd  ap|)lication  was  maile  to  the  l.egislatiin^  of  the  State  of  A^’ew  ork 
for  an  act  of  incor[)oi‘ation.  But  nothing  came  of  it.  Almost  siimdta- 
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nooiisly  eiiterprising-  citizens  of  Bristol,  Eno-land,  with  otlioi’s,  projected 
a line  of  ocean  steamships  l)etween  that  [>ort  and  Xew  VoiB,  and  in  the 
spring  of  ls:Fs  the  sailed  from  that  port  for  Xew  York — the  poi't 

in  western  England  out  of  which  sailed  Sehastian  Cahnl  tliree  hundi'ed. 
and  forty  years  hefore,  on  the  voyage  during  which  he  discovered  the 
continent  of  X’orth  America.  The  London  77//^ov,  which  liad  spoken 
disparagingly  of  the  project,  said,  a few  days  before  the  X7v'/ev  sailed  : 

“There  is  really  no  mistake  in  the  long-talked-of  project  of  navigating  the  Atlantic  by 
steam.  There  is  no  doubt  of  an  intention  to  make  the  attempt,  and  to  give  the  experi- 
ment, as  such,  a fair  trial.  The  Sirius  is  absolutely  getting  under  weigh  for  .\merica.” 

^leanwhile  an  association  had  been  formed  in  l.ondon  called  the 
British  and  American  Stcamsliip  Company.  They  built  the  Great 
Western,  which  was  kauiched  on  the  l;>th  of  July,  iSoT.  She  sailed 
for  Xew  York  early  in  April,  and  on  a beautiful  morning  (the  23d)  of 
that  montli  the  Great  Wt.stera  and  the  Sn‘(us  botli  entered  the  harbor 
of  Xew  York.  The  St /a  as  arrived  very  early  in  the  morning,  the 
Great  Western  a few  hours  later.  Theii*  arrival  created  intense  excite- 
ment, not  only  in  the  city  but  throughout  the  country.  The  X'ew 
York  news})apers  were  full  of  glowing  notices  of  tlie  event.  One  of 
them  said  : ‘‘  'Myriads  of  persons  crowded  the  Battery  to  have  a 
glance  at  the  first  steam  ves.sel  which  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  the 
British  Isles  and  arrived  safely  in  port.'’ 

Such  was  tlie  beginning  of  ])ermanent  ocean  steam  navigation.  The 
voyage  had  been  made  by  the  Great  llLs-h/v^  in  eighteen  days.  Other 
vessels  soon  followetl.  In  less  than  twenty  years  there  vrere  lifteen 
lines  of  steamships  running  betweem  Europe  and  .\nierica,  numl)ering 
forty-six  sliips  in  all,  of  which  thirty-seven  ran  out  of  X(‘w  Yoi'k, 
making  the  tri[)s  each  way  on  an  average  of  from  nine  to  twelve  days. 
At  that  time  fully  h:df  a million  of  passengtu’s  had  been  can-ied  aci*oss  the 
Atlantic  in  steamships,  of  whom  only  twelve  hundred  liad  been  lost. 

The  most  successful  of  the  lines  then,  as  now,  was  that  established 
by  Samuel  Cunard  in  l>Io,  to  run  between  Liverpool  and  Boston  and 
Xew  York.  The  first  Cunard  steamship  (the  arrived  in 

Boston  on  July  IS,  ISto.  In  the  year  endiiig  dmie  3i>,  1SS2,  4(‘2T 
ocean .steain  ves.sels  entered  the  ports  of  the  Eniti'd  States,  having  an 
po'fri'pfvntc  tonna<m  of  -S,.'>2d,o27.  fH’  these  vessels  Ddi)3  .with  a ton- 
iiage  of  entered  the  port  of  Xew  YoiL. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


TIIP]  beginning  of  permanent  ocean  steam  navigation  was  the* 
dawning  of  a new  tan  in  journalism  in  Xew  York — namely,  th(‘ 
employment  of  regular  foreign  correspondents.  This  had  been  done  to 
some  extent  before,  Init  only  in  a limited  and  desultory  manner. 
Robert  AValsh  had  written  letters  for  the  Xatlonal  Gazette  from 
Europe,  Xathaniel  Carter  for  the  Stateisinan^  X.  P.  'WTllis  for  the  Xew 
Y^ork  Mirror,  James  Brooks  (who  established  the  Xew  York  E.eprc^r 
newspa]>er  in  1S3G)  for  the  Portland  AJrertlser,  in  which  he  gave 
sketches  and  incidents  of  travel  of  a young  American  on  foot  in 
Europe  ; the  late  R.  Shelton  Mackenzie  (long  connected  with  tlie 
Philadelphia  Press)  with  gossipy  letters  from  London  for  Xoalrs 
Evening  Star  and  Sun  flag  Times  ; but  no  oi*ganized  European  corre- 
spondence like  tliat  of  the  leading  journals  of  to-day  was  then  known. 

This  new  feature  in  journalism  was  introduced  in  1S3S  by  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  the  Xew  York  Herald.  He  took  passage  in  the  Sirius,  on 
her  return  trip  in  Tfay,  to  make  extensive  arrangements  for  correspond- 
ence with  the  principal  ])olitical  and  commercial  centres  of  Europe. 
These,  and  indeed  Euro[)o  itself,  were  not  then  kno^vm  in  detail  in 
America. 

AYith  tlie  advent  of  the  ocean  steamers  came  also  a change,  as  we 
have  observed,  in  the  methods  of  obtaining  news  for  the  morning 
journals  of  Xew  York.  Xews-scliooners,  that  put  out  to  sea  to  meet 
incoming  ships,  were  noAV  made  obsolete.  These  were  supemeded  by 
swift  row-boats  and  light  sail-boats.  These  would  meet  the  steamship 
below  Quarantine,  and  wiiile  the  ins])ection  of  the  health  olUcer  was 
going  on  they  would  hurry  up  to  tlie  city  with  the  news,  and  have  it 
published  before  the  passengers  arrived.  On  these  occasions  the 
excitement  among  the  aipiatic  news-gatherei*s  was  intense. 

About  the  middle  of  this  decade  an  abnormal  exjiansion  of  the  credit 
system  occurred,  whicli  speedily  bore  its  legitimate  fruit.  In  1S;;:> 
President  Jackson  began  a deadly  warfare  against  the  I"nite<l  States 
Bank,  b(‘cause  h('  h'mnv  it  to  be  a momya'd  institution  of  gi*(':it  ])o\\aM*. 
socially  and  politically,  and  therefore  possibly  dangerous  to  the  [lerma- 
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neiit  prosperity  of  the  country.  In  liis  annual  mcs.sap:o  to  Congress  in 
December,  lie  recommended  that  body  to  authorize  the  removal 

from  that  institution  of  the  government  moneys  deposited  in  it,  and  to 
sell  the  stock  of  the  bank  owned  by  the  United  States  ; in  a word,  to 
decree  an  absolute  divorce  of  the  government  from  the  Hank.  Con- 
gress refused  to  do  so.  After  the  adjournment  of  that  body  the  lh*esi- 
dent  took  the  responsibility  of  ordering  Mr.  Duane,  the  SecuTary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  withdraw  the  public  funds  from  the  bank,  then 
amounting  to  about  810,000p)00,  and  deposit  tliem  in  certain  State 
banks.  The  Secretary  refused  to  do  so,  and  he  was  dismissed  from 
ollice.  lie  was  succeeded  liy  Koger  13.  Taney,  who  was  afterward 
chief-justice  of  the  United  States.  He  was  then  attorney-general. 
Taney  vras  ordered  to  remove  the  deposits,  and  he  olx^yed  his 
su]ierior. 

The  process  of  removal  began  in  October,  1833,  and  the  task  was 
completed  in  the  space  of  nine  months.  This  act  ])roduced  gi’cat 
excitement  all  over  the  country,  and  much  commercial  distress.  The 
loans  of  the  bank  were  over  800,000,000  when  the  woiT  of  removal 
began.  So  intricate  were  the  financial  relations  of  the  institution  with 
the  business  of  the  country,  that  when  the  funds  of  the  banlc  were  thus 
paralyzed  all  commercial  operations  felt  a deadly  shock.  This  fact 
confirmed  the  President  in  his  suspicions  and  opinions  of  the  dangerous 
character  of  the  institution,  and  he  persistently  refused  to  listen  favor- 
ably to  all  pravers  for  a mo<lification  of  his  measures,  or  for  relief, 
made  by  numerous  deputations  of  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  mer- 
chants who  waited  upon  him.  He  said  to  all  of  them,  in  substance  : 
‘‘  The  government  can  give  no  relief  or  ]U’ovide  a remedy  ; the  baidcs 
are  the  occasion  of  the  evils  wdiich  exist,  and  those  who  have  sulleivd 
by  trading  lai’gely  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break  ;,  you  have  no 
one  to  blame  l.)ut  yourselves.'’ 

The  State  banks  in  which  the  government  funds  had  boon  deposited 
came  to  tlie  relief  of  the  business  community.  That  relitd’  was 
spasmodic,  and  resulted  in  more  serious  commercial  eml)ari‘assments. 
They  loaned  the  money  freely  ; the  panic  subsided  ; confiiUmce  was 
gradually  restored,  and  thei*('  was  an  a])])earance  of  geiu'ral  ])rosperity 
Speculation  was  stimulated  by  the  freedom  with  which  the  State 
banks  loaned  the  puidic  funds,  and  the  credit  system  was  enoi'inonsly 
expanded.  It  was  U[)un  this  insecure  basis  that  Xew  Voi*k  merchants 
largely  resunual  active  business  after  the  great  fire  in  I)ec('nib<n-,  isMo. 
Trad(^  was  bi'islc  ; th(‘  sliipping  int<‘rest  was  prospm’ous  ; ]»ric('s  inlcd 
high  : luxmry  aboinuUMl,  and  nobody  se(mied  to  perceive  tin'  dang(M-oi:s 
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undercurrent  that  was  simdy  wa.sting  the  foundations  of  the  ahsei-.l 
credit  system  and  the  real  prosperity  of  the  city  and  nation. 

Suddenly  the  Ithuriel  s})ear  of  Necessity  ])ierced  tlie  ^reat  huljbli'. 
A failure  of  the  grain  cro])  of  England  caused  a largo  demand  for  com 
to  pay  for  food  products  abroad.  The  Hank  of  England,  seeing  ex- 
changes running  higher  and  higher  against  that  countiy,  contracted  its 
loans  and  admonisiied  houses  who  were  giving  hmg  and  extensiv(> 
credits  to  the  Americans  by  the  use  of  money  loaned  from  the  bank,  to 
curtail  that  hazardous  business. 

It  was  about  that  time  that  the  famous  Specie  Circular  was  issue* I 
from  the  Treasury  ]je[)artment  of  the  United  States  Government.  It 
was  put  forth  in  July,  1S3G.  It  directed  all  collectors  of  the  public 
revenue  to  receive  nothing  but  com.  Thus  it  was  that  from  the  ]>arlor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  and  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
went  out  almost  sinmltaueously  the  significant  fiat,  Pay  up  I" 
American  liouses  in  London  failed  for  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  in 
1837  every  bank  in  the  United  States  su.^pended  specie  ])ayments,  hut 
resumed  again  wutliin  two  years  afterward.  The  United  States  Ban!: 
had  been  rechartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  ; it  soon  fell 
into  hopeless  ruin,  and  with  it  went  a very  large  numlier  of  the  Static 
banks  of  tlie  country.  A general  bankrupt  law  ])assed  in  1841  relieved 
of  debt  about  forty  thousand  ])ersons,  whose  liabilities,  amounted  in  tin' 
aggregate  to  almost  8441, <>00, 000. 

The  city  of  New  York  suffered  severely  from  the  terrible  busine.ss 
revulsion  of  1830-37.  INfartin  Van  Buren  succeeded  Jackson  as  Presi 
dent  in  ^larcli,  1837.  L)uring  the  two  months  succeeding  his  inaiigu 
ration  there  were  mercantile  failures  in  the  city  of  New  York  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  sloo,0oo,ooo.  The  panic  there  was  fearful. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  mercantih^  houses  had  been  compelled  to  suc- 
cumb in  the  month  of  .Vjiril.  Every  business  man  and  every  moneyed 
institution  seemed  to  be  standing  on  an  insecure  foundation.  At  this 
crisis  a deputation  from  the  merchants  and  lainkers  of  New  York 
waited  on  the  Presidimt  and  petitioned  him  to  deu'r  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imported  goods,  suspend  the  operations  of  tlie  Specie  Circu- 
lar, and  call  an  extraordinary  session  of  Congress.  Tiieir  ])rayer  was 
rejected.  When  this  fact  became  known  all  the  banks  in  New  York 
City  suspended  specie  ])ayment.  That  event  occurred  on.  the  BHh  of 
May.  I'his  act  embanussed  the  government,  for  it  could  not  get  coin 
wherewith  to  discharge  its  own  oliligations.  In  this  dilemma  i1k‘ 
Presiilent  was  induced  to  call  an  (cxtraordimiry  session  of  CongnS'^. 
which  met  in  Se[4e‘mber.  It  did  very  little  toward  adopting  measure  ■ 
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of  relief  except  to  authorize  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding-  ^lOjinn.ooo. 

The  banks  had  resolved  to  resume  specie  jiaynients  wiiliiu  one  year. 
On  the  day  of  the  suspension  tliere  was  a large  meeting  of  business 
men  at  the  Exchange,  when  Janies  G.  King,  the  junior  partner  of  the 
banking-house  of  ri-ime.  Ward  vk:  King,  addrc'ssed  them,  and  olfered 
resolutions  to  tlie  effect  that  the  ])a})er  currency  should  be  recognized 
as  money  and  pass  as  usual  among  business  men  until  the  banks  slaadd 
lind  it  practicable  to  resume  specie  jiayments.  These  resolutions  were 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ermie,  the  senior  of  that  banking-house,  and  they 
were  adopted  by  unanimous  vote.  This  measure  })rodueed  a feeling  of 
relief,  and  the  panic  gradually  subsided. 

In  October  Mr.  King  went  to  London  to  confei*  with  the  officers  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  To  these  gentlemen  he  mad('  the  startling 
proposition  that  the  bank  and  the  great  ca[)italists  should  cease  embar- 
rassing x\inerican  merchants  by  discounting  paper  connected  with  the 
American  trade,  and  send  over  to  Kew  Yorlv  at  once  a large  amount  of 
com.  The  officers  of  the  bank  hesitated.  Such  a transaction  would 
be  wholly  foreign  to  tiie  business  ])olicy  of  the  in^titution.  But  they 
finally  consented  to  send  several  million  dollars  in  coin,  on  the  sole 
res])onsibility  of  the  house  of  Prime,  AVard  King  and  the  guaranty  of 
Baring  Brothers,  of  Liver])ool.  The  first  consignment  of 
was  forwarded  m iMarch,  ISoS.  This  coin  was  sold  on  easy  terms  to 
the  banks,  and  confidience  being  revived,  luisiness  resumed  its  usual 
activity.  Another  large  meeting  of  merchants  and  others  had  been 
held,  which  }iledged  the  business  community  to  stand  by  the  banks. 

During  the  winter  of  IsJil-oT  there  were  abundant  signs  of  distress 
and  discontent  among  the  so-called  laboring  classes.  I'lie  cereal  crops 
of  the  preceding  seas<m  throughout  the  country  did  not  amount  to 
much  more  than  half  the  usual  yield,  and  Hour  during  that  winter, 
which  was  one  of  unusual  severity,  was  from  sig  to  .-slo  a.  liarrcl. 

The  jioor  suffered  much.  The  demagogues  of  th(‘  political  factions 
improved  the  occasion  to  inflame  the  po])ular  mind,  one  [larty  trying 
tonnerease  their  following  by  impressing  the  sufferers  with  the  idim 
that  the  rich  were  oppressing  the  poor  ; that  the  high  ])rice  of  food 
was  owing  to  the  greed  of  wealthy  monopolists.  At  a nn'eting  held  in 
the  Broadway  Tabernacle  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  causes  of  the 
high  and  increasing  prices,  such  views  Avere  siff  forth  by  some  of  the 
s])oakers,  though  these  harangues  Avere  not  absolutely  incendiary  in 
substance.  Xotliing  of  impoi-tanci^  Avas  done.  Ih'solutions  AVin-e 
ado’pted,  but  iiolhing  practical  was  offered. 
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There  was  another  class  of  men  at  that  time  who  attempted  to  mjikv* 
capital  fen'  the  cause  in  whicli  they  were  laborini^.  These  wei’e  t!..* 
radical  temperance  advocates.  ATitli  ])rofound  ignorance,  ap[)ai‘cntlv. 
of  the  fact  that  there  had  l)een  a failure  of  the  cereal  crops, 
endeavored  to  impress  the  public  mind  with  a belief  that  tlie  distillmv 
were  making  grain  scarce  by  converting  the  rye  crop  into  whiskey  I 

The  poj)ular  discontent  reached  a crisis  in  Februaiy,  1S3T.  On  tlie 
10th  of  that  montli  a notice  Avas  published  in  some  of  the  city  new.-,- 
papers,  and  in  placards  of  large  letters  and  conspicuously  postcvl 
throughout  the  city,  of  a meeting  to  bo  held  in  the  Park  on  the  after- 
noon of  February  loth.  The  following  is  a co])y  of  the  notice  : 

“BREAD,  MEAT,  RENT,  FUEL!! 

“ THEIB  PRICES  MUST  COME  DOWN  ! 

“ rW”  The  voice  of  the  People  vcill  be  heard,  and  must  prevail. 

“ ([TW"*  The  People  will  meet  in  the  Park,  rain  or  shine,  at 
4 o’clock  Monday  afternoon, 

“ To  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  present  unexampled  distress, 
and  to  devise  a suitable  remedy.  All  friends  of  humanity, 
determined  to  resist  monopolists  and  extortionists,  are  invited 
to  attend. 

“ Moses  Jacques, 

Pauees  Heddle, 

Daniel  A.  Robertson, 

Warden  Hay  w^xed, 

*‘Xeic  York,  Feb.  10,  1837.” 

Obedient  to  this  significant  call,  fully  six  thousand  persons  assembled 
in  front  of  tlie  City  Hall  at  the  a})pointed  hour.  It  was  a cold  and 
bleak  AA'inter  day.  ddie  great  mass  of  human  beings  presented  repre- 
sentatives cf  almost  every  class  and  nationality  in  the  city — veiy 
largely  of  the  classics  whicli  arc  readil}"  converted  into  a mob  Avlien 
their  jiassions  are  e.xcited.  iMoses  Jaecjues  Avas  chosen  chairman. 
They  did  not  lack  appends  to  their  passions  on  this  occasion,  for  the 
multitude  AA'cre  soon  gathered  in  ditferent  groii])s  listening  to  numei’oiis 
sjieakei's,  the  most  distinguished  of  Avhom  Avas  Alexander  31ing,  Jr.,  a 
Avell-known  and  active  politician  of  the  Loco-Foco  school  in  Aew  York 
City  for  scA’cral  yearn. 

The  burden  of  ea('h  orator's  discourse  consisted  chiefly  <if  denuncia- 
tion of  tie*  I'ich,  ('specially  of  landlords  and  tlie  holdei's  of  large  ([Uanli- 
ties  of  }>r('vi'-ions,  particularly  of  Hour. 


Daniel  Gorham, 

John  AVindt, 
At-exander  Ming,  Jr., 
Elijah  F.  Crane. 
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Tlie  popular  indiguation  was  chiefly  directed  against  the  fiim  of  Eli 
Hart  Co.,  extensive  commission  merchants,  whose  store  was  a lar<re 
brick  building  on  Washington  Street,  between  J)ey  and  Cortlandt 
streets.  It  had  three  wide  and  strong  iron  doois;  upon  the  street. 
This  store  was  full  of  flour  and  wheat,  and  knots  of  men  \rere  seen  to 
stop  opposite  and  gaze  at  it  with  furtive  glances,  and  sometimes  utter- 
ing angry  words.  Sometimes  men  would  be  heard  muttering  curses  as 
they  passed.  The  friends  of  i\[r.  Hart  tried  to  persuade  him  to  take 
precautionary  measures  for  protection,  but  he  could  not  listen  to  them 
with  patience.  lie  saw  these  signs  of  a gathering  storm,  liut  believed, 
or  professed  to  believe,  they  indicated  notliing  very  seifous,  and  he 
and  his  partners  remained  tranquil  while  their  friends  were  alarmed. 

One  day  an  anonymous  letter  addressed  to  a well-knov.'ii  citizen  was 
jiiclved  up  ill  the  Park,  in  which  the  writer  said  a conspiracy  was 
matured  for  sacking  the  store  of  Hart  ct  Co.  on  some  dark  night.  The 
plan,  he  said,  was  to  start  two  alarms  of  fire  simultaneously,  one  at  the 
Battery  and  the  other  in  Bieeciver  Street,  and  ivliile  the  watchmen  and 
firemen  would  be  attracted  to  these  distant  points,  a large  body  of  men 
with  sledges  and  crowbars  would  rush  upon  the  store,  break  m the 
doors,  and  rifle  it  before  the  guardians  of  the  peace  could  arrive.  This 
letter  was  handed  to,  the  famous  high  constable,  Jacob  Hays,  who 
showed  it  to  Hart  cC  Co. ; but  tliey  regarded  it  as  an  attempt  to 
frighten  them. 

The  gathering  in  the  Park  on  the  lOtli  of  Feliriiary  was  not  an 
anonymous  warning.  It  was  an  ominous  notice  of  danger,  not  only  to 
Hart  & Co.,  but  to  the  peace  of  the  city.  Mr.  Hart  attended  the 
meeting.  The  utterances  of  the  sevenil  speakers  on  that  occasion  were 
inflammatory  in  the  extreme,  exce[)ting  that  of  Ming,  wlio  was  thmi  a 
candidate  for  tlie  office  of  city  register.  He  seemed  to  think  it  was  a 
rare  chance  to  win  votes,  and  he  devoted  his  soul  and  liody  on  that 
occasion  to  the  suliject  of  the  currency.  He  was  a radical  hard-money 
Democrat -Loco- Foco  ])ure  and  spotless.  He  harangued  tlie  illiterate 
and  half-brutish  mob  before  him  on  the  evils  jirodiiced  by  paper  ciir- 
ren'ey.  Indeed  it  was  recognized  as  the  chief  cause  of  all  the  ilistress 
that  was  prevailing  among  his  hearers.  "With  grim  satire  he  rdvised 
the  shivering  sanM-culottes  to  refuse  any  ])aper  dollar  that  might  be 
offered  them,  and  to  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  well  knowing 
the  hopelessness  of  a large  jiart  of  liis  audience  receiving  the  offer  of  a 
dollar  of  any  kind.  The  motley  multitude  were  so  charmed  with  his 
disquisition  on  the  currency  that  tlnw  seemed  to  forget  all  about 

Bread,  meat,  rent,  and  fuel,"  which  they  had  been  callcLl  together  to 
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consider,  and  \vlien  lie  ofTei’od  a resolution  proposing'  a memorial  to  t!-^* 
Leg'islature  to  forbid  any  bank  issuing  a note  for  any  sum  undei*  sjoe, 
it  was  cari'ied  by  a wild  shout  of  aliii’ination  that  shook  the  windows  of 
the  City  liall.  To  show  their  appreciation  of  fling’s  logic,  tiie  “ sov- 
ereign  ])eople”  whom  he  had  eulogized  seized  the  orator,  hoisted  him 
upon  tlieir  shoulders,  and  bore  him  in  triumph  across  the  wide  ^vay  to 
Tammany  Hall,  wliere  they  wer-e  undoubtedly  rewarded  with  th*i 
enjoyment  of  sjiirituous  blessings  poured  out  in  abundance. 

The  speeches  of  others  were  more  to  the  point  at  issue.  One  of 
them,  who  had  worked  up  the  feelings  of  his  hearers  to  the  highest 
pitch,  exclaimed  : 

Fellow-citizens,  Eli  Hart  cC  Co.  have  now  fifty-three  thousand 
barrels  of  flour  in  their  store  ; let  us  go  and  otfer  them  sS  a barrel  for 
it,  and  if  they  do  not  accept  it — '' 

Here  some  more  judicious  or  more  cautious  person,  seeing  the  mayor 
and  many  ])olicemen  near,  touched  the  speaker  on  the  siioiilder,  ami 
wdiisjiered  in  his  ear.  He  at  once  concluded  his  harangue,  saying,  in  a 
lower  tone  of  voice,  ‘‘If  they  will  not  accept  it — we  will  depart  in 
peace.  ’ ’ 

The  hint  he  had  given  ]>rodiiced  the  desired  effect.  The  great  crowd 
at  once  liegan  to  dissolve,  when  those  who  had  heard  the  s])eech  alluded 
to  started  off  in  a body  in  the  direction  of  tlie  store  of  Eli  Hart  ck  (h). 
The}"  rushed  down  Broadway  to  Dey  Street,  increasing  in  numlier  and 
excitement  every  moment,  so  that  when  tliey  reached  TTashington 
Street  tliey  had  become  a roaring  mob. 

Hearing  the  tumult  of  the  on-coming  multitude,  the  clerk's  in  the 
store  hastened  to  close  and  bar  the  doors  and  windows.  Eut  the  van 
of  the  mob  was  u})on  them  before  they  could  sufficiently  secure  one  of 
the  heavy  iron  front  dooi’s,  and  the  mob  rushed  in  and  began  roll- 
ing barrels  of  Hour  into  the  street  and  staving  in  the  heads.  AVlum 
they  had  thus  destroyed  about  thirty  barrels,  some  police  officans 
arrived  and  drove  out  tlui  ])liinderers. 

IMr.  Hart,  who  v*'as  at  the  meeting,  as  has  beim  observed,  whmi  he 
smv  the  crowd  rushing  in  the  direction  of  his  store,  hastily  gathered 
some  polic(‘Uien  and  started  for  his  menaced  castle.  In  Dey  8tre<T  tlu' 
mob  fiercely  attacked  the  guardians  of  the  law  and  disariiual  tla'in  <d‘ 
their  clubs.  The  poliemnen,  however,  made  their  wav  into  AVashing- 
ton  Street  before  the  great  mass  of  the  riotei's  had  arrived  there,  and 
entered  the  besieged  store  and  drove  out  the  maramhu’s. 

]\l:iyor  Lawreiicm  iuformml  of  tlie  mob  at  Hart  ik  (\>. *s  store, 
hastened  to  the  scene.  He  mounted  a flight  of  stc‘[)s  op[)osite  aial 
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began  to  remonstrate  witli  tlie  rioters  on  the  crime  and  follv  and  tlio 
eonse(]uences  of  their  acts.  Jlis  words  were  in  vain.  Even*  moment 
the  numbers  of  the  mob  increased  bv  accessions  from  the  dissolviim' 

«•  r> 

crowd  in  the  Park,  ami  the  mayor  was  answered  by  a sliowcn-  of  mis- 
siles— bricks,  stones,  sticks,  and  pieces  of  ice — so  co|'ious  that  ho  was 
compelled  to  retire  to  a place  of  safety.  The  mob  was  now  unre- 
strained bylaw  or  reason.  They  made  a rash  for  one  of  the  pomh'rons 
iron  doors,  which  was  speedily  wrenched  from  its  hinges.  P^sing-  it  as 
a battering  power,  they  soon  beat  doAvn  the  othei*  doors,  wlien  tin* 
rioters  rushed  in  in  gi’eat  numbers.  The  clerks  Ihal,  and  violence 
reigned  supreme.  The  doors  in  the  upper  lofts  were  torn  down,  the 
windows  were  broken  in.  and  when  hundreds  of  liarrels  of  Hour  had 
been  rolled  into  tlie  street  from  the  lower  floor  and  destroyed,  they 
tvere  hoisted  u})on  the  window-sills  above  and  dashed  to  pieces  on  tin? 
ground.  Sack  after  sack  of  wheat  was  also  destroyed.  At  one  of  the 
windows  a half-grown  boy  was  seen,  exclaiming,  as  each  l)arrel  Avas 
tumbled  into  the  street,  ‘yirere  goes  Hour  at  eight  dollars  a liarrel  I" 
For  this  crime  he  suffered  sev'eral  years’  hard  labor  in  the  State  Prison 
at  Sing  Sing. 

A larger  ]iorlion  of  the  mob  were  of  foreign  birth,  yet  there  were 
hundreds  of  spectators  Avho  Avere  nativediorn  citizens  that  gaAXi  the 
rioters  encouragement  and  aid.  T\^heu  the  disturbance  Avas  at  its 
height,  at  twilight,  there  Avas  ol)served  a strange  feature  in  tlie  scene. 
Scores  of  Avomen  Avere  perceiA'cd,  many  of  them  bareheaded  and  in 
tattered  garments,  rushing  here  and  there  Avith  eagei*  zeal,  like  camp- 
folloAAmrs  after  a.  battle,  to  secure  a sliare  of  the  pluinler  so  prodigally 
])resented  to  them.  I'hey  appeared  Avith  boxes,  pails,  sacks,  baskets, 
and  CAmrything  that  Avould  carry  Hour,  and  Avith  their  aprons  full  of 
the  same  bore  aAvay  large  quantities  to  their  squalid  homes.  It  Avas 
the  only  bright  picture  in  the  terrible  scene — these  mothers  gathering 
food  for  their  stai'ving  children,  notwithstanding  it  had  been  furnished 
them  by  the  liaml  of  violence. 

When  night  had  fairly  set  in,  the  rioters,  Avho  Avere  yet  in  full  force, 
AAmre  suddenly  alarmed  and  scattered  by  the  a'gpiatrajice  of  tin* 
Xational  Guard,  under  Golonel  ^lorgan  L.  Smith,  and  other  military 
forces  Avhich  the  mayor  had  summoned  to  the  aid  of  the  ])olice.  Their 
.seiwices,  hoAvever,  Avere  nei'ded  only  as  a,  restr.iining  [lower.  The  mob 
([uickly  dis[)ersed  on  their  a]>{)earance,  after  having  destroyed  all  the 
books' and  j)a])crs  in  Hart  A Co.'s  counting-room.  TTie  police,  so  sus- 
tained, arri'steda  miniber  of  tin*  rioters  an<l  toolc  thi'in  to  flu*  Pridewidl. 
in  the  Ihii'k.  lait  AA'ere  assailed  on  the  Avay  l»y  some  of  the  mob.  ddu* 
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chief  of  ])olico  liad  his  coat  torn  off  by  the  mob,  who  rescued  several 
of  the  ])ri.soners.  The  store  was  closed,  and  order  again  reigned  in 
that  neighborhood. 

As  tlie  cowardly  mob  at  Hart  tfc  Co.'s  stoi’e  were  about  to  fly,  some 
one  cried  out  ‘‘  Meech's  I’'  when  a body  of  the  rioters  rushed  across 
the  town  to  assail  the  large  flour  establishment  of  31eech  A Co.,  at 
('oenties  Slip.  On  the  way  tliey  l)0gan  an  attack  upon  tlie  flour  store 
of  S.  li.  Herrick  A Co.  They  had  broken  in  the  ^vln(luws  with  mis- 
siles, forced  open  the  doors,  and  had  rolled  about  thirty  barrels  of  flour 
into  the  street  and  destroyed  it,  when  a body  of  police  and  a large 
number  of  citizens  who  had  volunteered  their  services  dispersed  the 
rioters  and  arrested  some  of  the  mob.  The  ringleaders,  as  usual, 
taking  precious  care  of  their  own  ]>ersons,  escaped. 

About  one  tlioirsand  bushels  of  wheat  and  six  hundred  barrels  of 
flour  were  wantonly  destroyed  by  this  senseless  mob.  The  scarcity  of 
hour  was,  of  course,  made  scarcer  by  this  destruction,  and  the  distress 
of  the  ])oor  was  thus  aggravated.  The  stock  of  flour  lieing  thus 
reduced,  the  price  naturally  advanced,  and  fifty  cents  a liarrel  more 
was  asked  than  before  the  not.  Hart  A Co.  estimated  the  value  of 
iheir  property  destroyed  by  the  mob  at  $10,000,  which,  of  course,  the 
city  was  com])elled  to  ]>ay  them. 

About  forty  of  the  rioters  were  captured,  afterward  indicted,  and 
sent  to  the  State  Prison  at  Shm  Smo*,  but  not  one  of  the  rinHeaders 
was  })Unished.  It  is  said  that  so  strong  was  the  iniluence  of  politicians 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  ministers  of  the  law  that  not  one  of  the 
persons  avIio  signed  the  significant  call  for  the  meeting  in  the  Park, 
or  of  the  several  orators  wlio  incited  the  mob,  was  arrested  ! 

Another  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  in  the  Park  on  the  0th  of 
.March  following.  Apprehending  a repetition  of  the  disturbances  in 
Pebruary,  the  city  aiitliorities  directed  some  of  the  city  military  to  be 
in  readiness  to  su]»press  any  outbreidc.  The  National  Guard  wei’e 
under  arms  during  the  afternoon,  but  the  meeting  in  the  Park  passing 
off  cpiietly  their  services  were  not  needed. 

, This  was  the  last  exciting  scene  in  the  way  of  real  and  anticipated 
disturbances  of  the  public  peace  which  had  made  the  administration  of 
Mayor  Lawrence  a ti’oublous  one,  beginning  with  the  ^Vl)olition  Hiot  in 
July;  1SJ5,  an<l  ending  with  the  Flour  Plot  in  ISOT.  <A  Lev  weeks 
after  the  latter  event  he  was  succeeded  in  ollice  by  Aaron  Clarke. 

In  iMay  following  the  Xational  Guard  Avas  again  called  out  for  tiie 
suppression  of  a ])o.ssib]o  riot.  On  tlie  htli  of  that  montli  tla^  banks  of 
the  city  resolved  t<.)  suspend  specie  ])ayments.  For  some  wc(.‘ks  tli(‘  air 
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had  l)oen  filled  with  flyino-  rumors  of  a con.^piraoy  brewmtr  for  a c<ui- 
eerted  attack  u]X)ii  the  banks  for  the  pur|)o.se  of  robbini»-  them.  JIoav 
far  the  mcendiarv  haranyues  of  ]iolitical  demayoyues  at  meelmg.s  had 
incited  hostility  to  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  city  nobody  Iciu'W. 
Precautionary  inea.sures  were  thought  necessary,  for  the  jml)hc  an- 
nouncement of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  the 
newspapers  the  next  morning  might  produce  an  exasperation  among 
the  Ignorant  classes  which  might  lead  to  deeds  of  viokmc'e.  So  the 
National  Guard  w^ere  requested  to  assemble  in  the  Parlv  at  seven 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  loth. 

The  announcement  of  the  action  of  the  banks  did  ]>roduce  niiicii 
excitement.  Ignorant  or  timid  depositors  rushed  to  these  institutions 
to  withdraw  their  funds.  At  ten  o'clock  Wall  Street  was  thronged 
with  an  excited  niultitmle.  but  tliere  were  no  symptoms  of  any  violent 
or  riotous  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  populace.  The  National  Guard  had 
])araded  in  the  Park  at  tire  aippointed  hour.  The  day  wore  away  with- 
out any  signs  of  impending  disturbance.  The  crowds  in  Ahill  8>treet 
gradually  disyiersed,  and  the  military  retired  to  tlieir  homes. 

The  Twenty-seventli  Regiment  (National  Guard)  now  felt  that  they 
were  entitled  to  some  special  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  city 
authorities  on  account  of  their  frequently  rendered  services  at  the  call 
of  the  mayor  as  conservators  of  the  peace  and  order  and  for  the 
security  of  property  in  the  city.  The  Second  Com]iany,.the  feeblest  in 
numbers,  first  moved  in  tlie  matter.  They  thought  the  city  ought  to 
furnisli  the  National  Guard  with  drill-rooms,  and  so  rcdieve  the  latter 
of  considerable  expense.  Accordingly  at  a meeting  of  the  company  m 
August,  1837,  a.  committee  w'ere  appointed  to  ])etiiion  the  comnu)U 
council  on  the  subject.  Tliev  asked  for  a suitalile  hall,  d'he  petition 
was  favorably  received,  and  the  apartments  in  the  second  story  of 
Centre  i\larket  were  assigned  as  drill-rooms.  This  furnishiMl  a ]ne- 
cedent  for  the  future,  and  to  this  movement  of  tlie  Second  ('ompany  is 
due  the  honor  of  providing  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  New  Voi'k 
City  such  elegant  accommoilations  as  they  now  enjoy.  It  was  the 
initial  step  toward  securing  for  the  Seventh  Regiment  National  Guard 
(the  old  Twenty-seventli)  the  magnificent  armory  situated  on  Fiftli 
Avenue,  the  most  expensive,  luxurious,  and  elegant  military  (juarters 
in  the  w'orld. 

The  express  business,  now  so  extensive,  profitable,  and  useful,  had 
its  origin  in  tlie  city  of  New  York  in  1837.  In  that  year  James  W. 
I laky,  yet  ( G>3i  living,  oin^  of  tin'  most  active  mon  of  his  day,  was 
(•()U(lucting‘  an  admirablo  news-i’oom — a sort  of  Lloyds  for  the  shipping 
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interest  of  Xeu'  York — in  the  old  Tcnitlne  ColTee-Tr(rnso,  at  the 
of  AVall  and  Water  streets.  Hale  was  a genial,  talkative,  sensihlc. 
and  kind-hearted  man,  ready  to  help  those  who  needvd  hel[),  and 
was  popular  with  evervhody,  especially  all  business  men,  wIk;  w»mv 
attracted  to  his  news-room  in  great  nundjers  for  general  informati<ai 
about  commei'ce,  trade,  stocks,  etc.  That  was  before  the  telegra{)li 
was  known,  and  before  railways  were  much  used  in  conveying  letten; 
and  newspapers. 

Up  to  nearly  that  time  the  newspapers  had  to  rely  chiefly  upon  the 
old  stages  or  post-ridel's  for  transportation,  and  the  transmission  of 
news  from  point  to  point  was  tardily  ])crformed  in  comparison  Avith 
the  swift  passages  made  by  them  now.  So  late  as  183T,  when  trains 
Avere  run  by  steam  on  a railway  betA\men  Charleston  and  ITamburg,  on 
the  SaAainnah  itiver,  the  directors  of  the  road  advertised  that  the  com- 
imny  then  sent  one  train  daily  betAveen  these  two  points,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  miles,  in  twelve  hours,  and  that  in  the  daytime.'’  They 
added  : The  daily  papers  of  this  city  [Charleston]  are  sent  by  this 

conA'eyance,  but  merchants’  letters,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  them 
in  business,  are  not  less  than  two  days  going  ; under  contract.’’  The 
gOA^ernment  Avas  slow  in  recognizing  the  importance  of  rapid  transit  in 
those  days  ; and,  though  cjuite  rapid  communication  lietween  Xew 
York  and  Boston  by  steamlioat  and  railway  had  been  opened  in 
1S35-3G,  business  men  lacked  ])ublic  facilities  in  transmitting  lettei'S 
and  packages  between  the  two  cities.  This  Avant  was  soon  sup[)lied. 

One  ])leasant  morning  early  in  the  summer  of  1837,  a young  man 
al)out  twenty-fiAm  yearn  of  age  entered  the  ofiice  of  Yr.  Hale  in  rather 
a dnjected  mood.  He  Avas  a native  of  iMassachusfTts,  Avas  seeking  ern- 
])loyment,  and  had  called  on  iMr.  Hale  for  advice  liow  to  obtain  Avork. 
It  AA'as  a season  of  great  depression  in  all  kinds  of  l.msiness.  The  young 
man  aauis  rather  delicate,  even  fragile  in  physical  composition,  yet  he 
seemed  to  possess  amlhtion  and  an  energy  of  character  that  interested 
]\fr.  Hale.  He  inquired  his  name  and  his  antecedents.  His  name  Avas 
William  F.  Tlarndcu.  and  his  antecedents  Avere  satisfactory. 

Jn  the  course  of  a fcAv  days,  AA'hen  young  Hamden  made  his  usual 
morning  call  and  anxious  inquiries.  Hale  suggested  to  him  a new  busi- 
ness, fitted,  he  supposed,  to  his  })hysical  strength.  Xeai'ly  CA’ery  day 
Hale  AA'as  asked  by  bankers,  brokers,  and  merchants  if  he  knew  of  any 
one  going  to  Boston  from  Xew  Yoi'k  in  Avhose  hands  tluw  might  in- 
trust, small  ])ackages.  This  \\'ant  of  a messenger  AA'as  continually  groAv- 
ing.  Th(‘  postam.'  <>n  letters  Avas  thim  A'ery  ImaA'y,  and  package's,  a\'en 
small  ones,  could  only  be  sent  as  freight  — a slow'  [u'oeess.  Hale 
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tlionght  the  matter  over  carefully,  and  one  morning  when  young 
Hamden  came  in  with  anxious  looks,  he  said  to  the  youth  in  his  pleas- 
ant manner  : 

Hamden,  I think  I can  ])ut  you  in  the  way  of  employing  yourself 
in  business.  If  you  Avill  travel  between  Xew  York  and  Hoston  on  the 
steamboat,  and  do  errands  for  business  men  in  both  [ilaces,  charging  a 
fair  remuneration  for  your  services,  it  will  pay.” 

I will  try  it,”  said  llarnden  cheerily.  ''  How  shall  I get  the  Ijusi- 
ness  to  do  ?” 

I’ll  help  you,”  said  Hale. 

And  so  he  did,  most  effectually.  To  all  incjuirers  about  cari-iers,  lie 
directed  merchants,  bankers,  and  brokers  to  young  Hamden,  who  hung 
up  a slate  in  Hale's  news-room  for  orders.  In  the  course  of  a Aveek  he 
started  on  his  neAv  Imsiness,  Avliich,  at  the  suggestion  of  liis  good  filend 
and  adAUser,  he  called  ‘‘The  Express,’’  the  term  used  for  the  fastest 
railway  trains,  and  Avhich  had  been  in  use  scores  of  yeai's  to  designate 
the  character  of  a special  messenger. 

Hamden  started  in  his  neAv  business  with  a single  car]iet-bag.  The 
older  business  men  A\mre  at  fimt  sIoav  to  perceive  the  advantages  tliey 
might  derive  from  his  services,  and  discouragement  met  him  at  the 
outset.  His  steamboat  expenses  for  passage  and  meals  were  consider- 
able, and  at  the  end  of  two  months  his  little  store  of  money  Avas  ex- 
hausted, for  his  expenses  had  exceeded  his  receipts.  He  Avas  about  to 
abandon  the  enterprise  Avhen  some  friends  procured  for  him  free  [>as- 
sage  on  the  steamboat. 

This  “ subsidy”  Avas  tlie  important  point  on  Avhich  his  fortune 
turned.  His  business  became  more  and  more  popular  and  profitable, 
and  it  Avas  not  long  before  his  single  carpet-bag  became  too  small  for 
his  rapidly  increasing  business.  Tavo.  three,  and  four  liags  were  added 
to  his  means  of  transportation,  and  finally  he  liought  and  ns(.‘d  a large 
hair-coA"ered  trunk,  Avhich  bore  on  each  end,  in  strong  bi'ass-beaded 
nails,  the  Avords,  IlAiixoEN's  Excrkss.” 

As  the  labor  of  the  business  increaseil,  Hamden  disj'osed  of  a part  of 
his  business  to  an  assistant  in  Boston,  and  a small  ollict'  Avas  opcaual  in 
both  cities.  A'ery  soon  they  Avere  enabled  t<A  enpiloy  a man  as  express 
messenger  on  both  the  morning  and  cA'cning  steamboats,  to  take  charge 
of  articles  sent  in  hand-crates. 

AVhen  poor  overAA'orked  Hamden  saAV  twenty  dolhirs  saved  in  one 
day,  Ivright  visions  of  a speedily  aa'ou  fortune  stimulated  his  ambition  to 
do  more.  He  lug-an  to  consid(U‘  tiu'  advantages  and  profits  of  land 
routes,  and  A'ery  soon  he  established  a line  betAveen  Boston  and  Albany, 
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and  met  witli  success.  The  Cunard  steamships  gave  liim  mucli  busi- 
ness between  Boston  and  Xew  York,  and  lie  conceived  a projcvt  for 
organizing  a system  of  emigration.  There  was  no  established  mo.-nN 
to  enable  emigrants  who  had  settled  in  the  United  States  to  remit 
money  to  their  lirood  at  home,’'  or  prepay  the  passage  of  those  ^vlin 
wished  to  come  to  America.  Ilarnden  attempted  to  supply  this  want. 
In  the  year  ISIl  he  established  a system  of  communication  which  he 
called  ‘‘  The  English  and  Continental  Express,”  with  otlices  in  Liver- 
pool, London,  and  Paris,  and  branches  in  other  parts  of  the  continent 
and  Great  Britain.  He  also  made  arrangements  for  the  cheap  convey- 
ance of  emigrants  from  Liverpool  in  sailing  vessels,  ami  cliartered  a 
considerable  fleet  of  Ei*ie  canal-boats  to  carry  them  and  their  effects  to 
“ the  YAst,”  which  then  meant  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
AYisconsin. 

At  the  end  of  about  three  years  from  the  establishment  of  this  emi- 
gration system,  this  small,  fragile,  energetic  man  hml  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  to  the  United  States  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
laborers,  and  so  adding  many  millions  of  dollars  to  the  national  wealth. 
But  he  had  impoverished  himself,  and  was  dying  with  consumption. 
In  1ST5  he  died,  comparatively  a poor  man,  only  thirty- three  years  of 
age.  But  his  name  is  immortal  as  the  founder  of  the  great  express 
business,  in  which  his  successors  have  accumulated  immense  fortunes. 

AYhen  it  was  ]ierceived  that  Hamden's  exjiress  business  was  success- 
ful, Alvin  Adams,  a native  of  M^indsor,  A^ermont,  then  a man  between 
thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age,  entered  into  tlie  business.  He  had 
been  engaged  in  business  in  Boston  and  St.  Lour.s,  and  finally  in  leU'’ 
he  began  an  o])position  to  Hamden's  Express  between  Xew  York  and 
Boston.  Eor  a long  time  he  stmggled  against  great  (hscouragements. 
His  jiockets  would  almost  hold  the  packages  daily  intrusted  to  his  car(‘, 
and  a dollar  carpet-bag  was  his  chief  vehicle  foi‘  transportation  for  a 
long  time.  Ilarmhm  became  so  engrossed  in  his  emigration  scIkmuc 
that  he  lost  mnch  of  Ids  express  business,  which  Adams,  with  giH'at 
sagacity,  found  and  ])roiited  by.  Prosperity  followed.  He  first  asso- 
ciated with  himself  in  the  business  E.  Earnsworth,  and  afterward 
AVilliam  B.  Hinsmore,  who  took  charge  of.  the  Xew  York  olHce.  In 
ten  years  the  business  laid  so  increased  that  Adams  M Co.  ]vdd  SI7O0  a 
month  for  a small  space  in  a,  car  of  a fast  railway  train  running  1h‘- 
tween  Xew  York  and  Xmv  Haven,  for  the  conveyance  of  money  and 
small  ])ackages.  Mr.  Adams  died  in  ISTT,  when  Air.  Dinsmore  became 
presidtMif  of  the  company,  and  now  (dS'^:b)  occnpnvs  that  jiosition. 

The  A<lams  Expi'ess  (’ompany  is  a vei'\'  wealthy  cor[)oration,  and  is 
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a leader  in  tlie  express  ])usiness  in  this  conntiy.  In  1S40  ^Jr.  Adams 
established  an  overland  expj'ess  to  California,  to  meet  the  wants  of  tj.e 
great  army  of  gold-seekers  who  had  lioeked  into  that  regi(jii  in  search 
of  the  newly  discoveivil  precious  metals  there.  In  time  he  op<‘ned  a 
banking-house  in  connection  with  the  express  business  at  all  th(‘  [)rinci- 
pal  points  in  that  State,  thus  enabling  miners  and  otliei's  to  send  home 
to  the  East  their  gold  and  letters.  After  that  he  started  an  express  for 
Australia.  It  was  unprolitable,  and  was  soon  abandoned. 

The  company  rendered  great  assistance  to  the  government  during 
the  late  Civil  War,  quickly  transporting  war  munitions  to  different 
exposed  points.  Their  agents  often  received  money  from  the  sokliers 
when  paid  otY  in  the  field  and  on  the  eve  of  battle,  and  delivered  it  to 
their  families  or  friends  at  home.  These  agents  were  always  furnished 
with  a comjietent  escort,  with  tliree  sabes,  to  points  of  general  distribu- 
tion of  their  contents.  As  the  national  armies  closed  in  iqion  tlie  terri- 
tories Avherein  insurrection  and  rebellion  existed,  these  agents  followed 
closely,  and  reopened  their  express  otlices  in  the  Southern  States.  " 

Meanwhile  Livingston.  Wells  6c  Co.’s  expi'css  had  been  established. 
They  carried  letters  in  opposition  to  the  government.  M'ells  had  been 
llarnden's  agent  at  Albany.  He  first  extended  the  business  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  westward.  The  first  line  extended  beyoiul  that  city  was 
that  of  Wells,  Faigo  cV  Dunning.  In  ISIS  John  Butterfield  established 
an  express,  and  was  soon  joined  by  Mr.  TVassoii.  In  the  compa- 
nies of  W^ells,  Fargo  A Dunning,  and  Butterfield  A Wasson  were  con- 

Alvin  Adams  ^vaK  born  at  Windsor,  Vermont,  on  June  ir,  1S(U.  Ilis  parents  both 
died  wheTi  he  Mas  about  eield  years  of  age,  and  Alvin  lived  v.ith  his  oldest  brother  on 
the  farm  M'hich  mms  their  p;itrimony  until  he  M'as  sixteen  years  of  age.  J’lifii  he  began 
to  desire  a broader  sight  of  the  social  world,  and  M’ent  to  Woodstock,  the  capital  of 
Windsor  County.  Here  he  engaged  himself  to  the  tmincipal  taverTi-ke.  |ior  in  tlu'  town, 
who  OMUied  a line  of  stages  that  ran  between  that  place  and  Concord.  X.  If.  With  this 
publican  Alvin  stayed  about  five  years,  and  tlien  went  to  Boston,  m Iu  nx  after  trying 
several  employmerCis,  he  started  in  business  for  himself  as  a produce  commission  mer- 
chant. In  1837  he  discontinued  that  business,  went  to  Xew  York  and  tlu-uco  to 
St.  Loui.s,  but  soon  returned  from  the  latter  ])l;!.ce.  In  IMay,  1 sJO,  In.  started  in  the 
express  business,  as  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  was  wonderfully  smuTssful,  llis  chief 
characteristi(;s  were  eiiergv  and  a preference  for  things  of  maumitudo.  llis  moral  cliarac- 
ter  was  unblcmushed,  ;iud  his  honor  and  ]>robity  were  proverbial.  Mr.  Adams  di».-<T  at  Ins 
homedii  Watertmvn,  Mass.,  .September  1,  1877,  at  the  age  of  c.hout  soveuty-three  years. 
He  married  IMi.ss  Anne  11.  Hriilge,  of  Boston,  and  left  a Mutlow,  tvvo  sons,  and  u daughter. 

In  addition  to  his  rich  moral  tpialities,  iMr.  Adams  was  endoM'ed  with  a genial  di^posi. 
tion  und  a capacity  of  j>leasing  all  with  whom  he  became  ac«[uainted. 

One  of  tlie  earliest  and  m ist  i-thcient  ]>ioneers  in  the  ex]>rt  ss  business  was  TMward  S. 
Sanford,  ^^bo  died  in  Issg.  ib-  was  for  over  forty  viars  pi\tmim  lUly  iiicTiti.'icd  with  the 
management  of  the  .Vdauis  Expirss  Cimij.'a’.'.y. 
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solidatcd.  By  tlie  union  of  the  tliree  companies  al)ov(;  namecl  t;.;« 
American  Express  Company  was  formed,  which  soon  hecamo  a p.,w.  v. 
fid  rival  of  the  Adams  Express  Company.  These  two  associations  ar.- 
now  the  leading  express  coni])anies  in  the  world. 

It  was  estimated  at  the  time  of  tlie  establishment  of  the  Aiium  i.-..: 
Express  Coi]i})any  (alxmt  1S50)  that  the  aggregate  express  agents  trav- 
eUed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  30,000  miles  a day.  In  tia-v 
travelled  about  100, OOO  miles  a day,  over  nearly  80,OO0  miles  of  r»»ad. 
The  aggregate  companies  then  employed  about  22,000  men  and  over 
4000  horses,  and  had  fully  10,0u0  business  offices.  They  employ  in  th- 
business  nearly  s3(g000,0o<h 

This  is  the  product  in  less  than  fifty  years  of  the  small  seed,  lilco  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,’'  |)lanted  in  James  "W.  Hale’s  news-room  i!i 
Street  by  JVilliam  E.  Ilariiden,  in  the  form  of  a small  carpet-bag 
and  a capital  of  $10-  The  city  of  Kew  York,  where  the  expivss 
business  originated,  has  continued  to  be  the  focal  point  of  tlie  busiju'ss. 
From  it  nearly  or  quite  all  the  express  lines  radiate  as  from  a common 
centre  of  impulse.  There  are  eleven  foreign  expresses  emanating  from 
Yew  York.  There  are  also  two  domestic  expresses  in  the  city,  that 
of  Dodd  (X.  Y.  Transfer  Co.)  and  AYestcott’s  Express  Company.  The 
value  of  the  express  system  to  the  city  is  simply  incalculable. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


SD^IlTLTAXEOrSLY  with  the  beginning  of  the  expi'ess  system, 
wliich  so  greatly  increased  the  facilities  for  exchanges  of  every 
kind,  appeared  the  dawn  of  the  era  of  the  electi'o-niagnetic  telegraph 
system,  which  has  superseded  and  far'  outstripped  the  steamboat,  the 
railway,  and  the  express  systems  in  the  interchange  of  thought  and  tlie 
diffusion  of  knowledge  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

xVlthough  for  nearly  forty  years  men  have  been  so  familiar  with  the 
operations  of  this  mighty  motor  that  it  is  common] )lace  to  the  common 
mind,  yet  to-day,  to  the  apprehension  of  profound  thinkers  and  skilled 
scientists,  this  invisible  agent,  in  its  essence  and  origin,  is  an  undiscov- 
ered and  apparently  undiscoverable  mystery  ^vhich  liunnin  ken  may  not 
fathom,  nor  of  wliich  liuman  imagination  may  conceive  a theory. 

In  our  profound  ignorance  we  may  with  reverence  regard  it  as  did 
Pope,  who,  in  s])eaking  of  the  universe,  said  of  creation  : 

“ Whose  body  Nature  is,  and  God  the  soul  ” ; 

and  then,  with  dim  discernment  of  the  truth,  thus  spoke  of  its  manifes- 
tation to  man  : 

“ Warms  in  the  sun,  refreshes  in  the  Vtreeze  ; 

Glows  in  the  stars,  and  blossoms  in  the  trees  ; 

It  lives  through  all  life,  extends  through  all  extent  ; 

Spreads  undivided,  operates  unspent.” 

It  was  early  in  the  year  1S3S  that  Samuel  Einlev  Preese  i\rorse,^  a 

* Samuel  Finley  Freese  Morse,  LL.D.,  was  a son  of  the  Ilev.  Jedvdiah  Morse,  and  was 
born  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Ajiril  27,  17’)1,  He. graduated  at  Yale  College  in  ISIO,  and 
went  to  England  the  next  year,  where  he  studied  the  art  of  }»aintiug  liiider  iM-niamir. 
West.  On  his  return  in  1815  he  practised  the  art,  chietiy  in  the  line  of  portrait  painting, 
in  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  New  York.  In  the  latter  city  he  became  the  chief  founder 
of  the  National  Academy  of  the  Arts  of  Design,  in  ISCd.  He  went  to  Europe  in  l and 
remained  until  18:12.  While  abroad  he  was  elected  profe.ssor  of  the  literature  of  the  arts 
of  design  in  the  new  University  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  had  been  a close  stmlent 
of  chemical  science,  and  had  been  interested  in  electrical  ex])eriments  in  1 ranee.  While 
voyaging  hom*'  in  18:1-2  }u.-  conceived  the  idea  of  ati  t lectro-maynet ic  ivcordinu  t-  h orarl:, 
which,  as  is  seen  in  the  Text,  lie  afte  rward  pi-rfeeted.  'This  subjeet  ;deeu-bed  hl'^  ..H-  Il- 
tion  largely  during  the  remainder  of  his  hie.  Yet  from  1832  until  al'out  1838  he  wc.s 
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poi-tmit  and  Idstorical  ])aintor  of  rare  inoi-it,  and  tl)on  professor  of  tlio 
literature  of  the  arts  of  desig^l  in  tlio  rniv«'rsity  of  the  City  of 
York,  made  a partially  ]>ublic  exhibition  of  his  invention  of  an 
electro-magnetic  recording  telegraph.  He  did  not  [)retend  to  be  the 
discoverer  of  electro-mai’-netisin,  nor  the  first  inventor  of  an  electro- 

O 

magnetic  machine  with  dynamic  power.  Tlu'se  had  been  known  long 
before.  So  early  as  the  middle  of  the  last  c('utury  Dr.  Franklin  had 
produced  a jnechanical  effect  at  a distance  of  half  a mile  from  his  elec- 
trical machine,  by  means  of  a wire  stretched  along  the  bank  of  the 
Schuylkill  ; and  other  ])hilosophers,  from  I’d-anklin  to  Pj*ofessors  Henry 
and  Wheatstone,  had  from  time  to  time  been  a j>[)roaching  the  solution 
of  the  great  problem  which  i\lorse  triumpliantly  solved — the  |)rol)lem 
of  giving  infdligence  to  the  subtle  power  of  electro-magnetism  in  its 
operations.  Xay,  more  : the  power  of  giving  to  it  an  audible  language, 
as  perfect  and  comprehensive  to  the  skilful  operator  as  the  spoken 
English  language. 

While  on  a {professional  visit  to  Euro})e  as  an  artist  in  1S32,  Mr. 
Morse,  who  had  enjoyed  many  con versiit ions  with  his  friend,  Professor 
J.  Freeman  Dana,  and  heard  his  lectures  (uv  (dectro-magnetism  at  the 

much  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  his  |U’ofession.  He  |mss('ssed  the  elements  of  a superior 
artist,  and  was  rapidly  gaining  in  popularity  as  an  hisiniical  painter  when  his  mind  and 
efforts  svere  directed  to  the  consideration  of  the  telegnii)li,  which  gave  him  terrestrial 
immortality,  world-wide  fame,  and  a competent  fortune.  'The  ccmsecpience  is,  his  biogra- 
phers have  passed  over  his  most  interesting  career  as  an  artist  with  slight  mention.  His 
journals  and  note-books  on  art,  in  the  possession  of  his  family,  denote  his  great  devo- 
tion to  his  favorite  pursuit,  and  reve;d  his  character  in  its  really  most  interesting  aspect. 

Monarchs  of  Europe  testified  their  ap2)reciation  of  Trofossor  Horse’s  beneficent  ser- 
vices in  producing  a recording  telegraph  by  gifts  of  nmney  and  “ orders.”  In  many 
ways,  at  home  and  abroad,  he  was  tlie  recii>ient  of  honors  froiu  his  countrymen.  In  1S5(> 
a banquet  was  given  him  in  London  by  British  telegra]>h  l•|)mpanie.s,  ami  in  1858  he  i>ar- 
ticipated  in  a Inuiquet  given  in  his  honor  in  Paris  by  aboul  one  hundred  Americans,  reji- 
re.senting  nearly  every  State  in  the  Pepublic. 

In  18(>S-a  bronze  statue  of  Professor  Horse  was  ereett'd  in  (’cutral  Park,  Xew.York,  and 
paid  for  by  the  voluntary  eontrilMitions  of  telegra])h  eia])loves.  It  was  unveiled  l>y 
l^ryant,  the  poet,  in  June,  isyi.  and  that  evening,  at  a })iddic  reception  given  him  at  the 
Academy  of  IMusic,  Professor  5Iorse,  with  one  of  the  instriitinmts  first  employe<l  on  the 
iTaltimore  and  Washington  line,  scut  a message  of  gno'tiug  to  all  the  principal  cities  on 
the  continent,  and  to  several  on  the  transatlantic  hemis[)hcre.  His  last  ])ublic  act  was 
the  unveiling  of  the  statue  of  Franklin  in  Printiug-Hous*'  S«pinre,  New  York,  January  17, 
1872.  ’ He  died  on  the  2d  of  April  ftdlowing,  at  his  home  iri  New  York.  • 

ITofessor  l^Iorso  was  the  originator  of  tlieidea  of  submarlue  telegraphy,  as  the  narration 
in  tiie  text  certifies.  He  lived  to  see  it  in  successful  operation.  He  also  lived  to  see 
performed,  what  lie  had  long  believed  to  lie  a possibility  namely,  the  trausmissiou  of 
despatidies  over  tlie  same  wire  each  way  at  tlie  same  mom*  iit.  'J’he.  jdiilosophy  of  this 
feat  is  yet  an  unsolved  ndtlle  to  electricians. 
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Atlienieura,  made  it  a s[>ecial  study  to  ascertain  wiiat  .sci(‘ntiric  men 
abroad  had  discovered  in  that  special  held  of  inve.stiyation.  IIo  was 
familiar  with  the  t‘al)le-pro])liecy  of  Strada,  a Jesuit  priest,  in  Id-E).  con- 
cerning an  electric  telegraph,  and  was  very  eaiaiest  in  liis  pursuit  of  in- 
formation. lie  was  satished  tiiat  no  telegraph  pro]>er — no  in.strumeiit 
for  v\Titing  at  a distance — had  yet  been  invented. 

Morse  became  much  interested  in  a recent  discovery  in  Fi*ance  of  the 
means  for  obtaining  an  electric  spark  from  a magnet,  and  in  his  Innne- 
ward-])Ound  voyage  in  the  ship  from  Havre,  in  the  autumn  of 

1832,  that  discovery  was  the  })rincipal  topic  of  conversation  among  his 
cultivated  fellow-passengers.  After  much  deep  thought  a sudden 
mental  illumination  enabled  iMr.  iMorse  to  conceive  not  oidy  the  idea  of 
an  electi’o-magnetic  and  chemical  recording  telegrapli,  but  the  ])lan  of 
an  instrument  for  effecting  such  a result.  Before  the  Sully  reached 
Xew  York  he  had  made  drawings  and  specihcations  of  such  an  instru- 
ment, Avhich  he  exhibited  to  his  fellow-passengers. 

Other  occupations  absorbed  klr.  iMorse’s  attentio)!  for  two  or  three 
yeai's  afterward,  and  the  grand  idea  was  allowed  to  slumixn*  in  his 
mind.  He  was  a])]K)inted  to  the  professorship  already  mentioned,  in 
the  University  of  the  City  of  X"ew  York.  Finally  he  again  turned  his 
thoughts  toward  the  production  of  a recording  electro-magnetic  tele- 
graph, and  in  Xovember,  1^35,  he  had  completed  the  rude  instrument 
which  his  family  preserve  at  their  house  near  Pough]v'ee[)si(X  It  em- 
bodied the  general  nax^hanical  julnciples  of  the  machines  now  in  use. 

Pursuing  his  experiments,  in  July,  1837,  Professor  Moi'se  was  ena- 
bled, by  means  of  two  instruments,  to  communicate as  well  as  to 
distant  points.  Scores  of  persons  saw  the  telegrapli  in  op(n‘ation  at  the 
university  in  the  late  summer  and  early  autumn  of  le37,  and  pitied 
the  dreamer  because  he  was  foolishly  wasting  his  time  and  high  genius 
as  an  artist  in  playing  with  what  seemed  to  be  a useless  scientilic  toy. 

The  great  city — then  containing  a po]nilation  of  about  three  himdred 
thousand — full  of  intellectual,  moral,  and  material  a.ctivitits  of  eviay 
kind  ; ra])idly  extimdii.g  in  commerce,  manufactmvs,  the  nu'clianical 
ails,  architectural  beauty,  wealth,  and  moral,  religious,  social,  and 
benevolent  institutions  ; in  a woi’d,  endowed  with  ev(uything  which 
constitutes  a pros])crous  and  enlightened  community — the  great  city 
did  not  dream  of  the  elfulgence  which  was  about  to  overspread  it,  and 
make  it  conspacuous  foi*  all  time,  l)y  a discovmy  un|)aral]<'led  in  imjior- 
tance  in  the  history  of  civilization.  And  y<^t  that  etfulg(‘Uc('  at  fnst 
seemed  liki'  a ^vaxing  aurora.  It  a|'j)ear(Ml  dimly  when,  in  respt>ust‘  to 
invitations  like  tin'  following,  tgaitc'  a,  kng('  numbm- of  int('llig‘'ul  mai 
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influential  citizens  assembled  in  Professor  Morse’s  room  in  the  uni- 
versity : 

“ Professor  Morse  re(juests  the  honor  of  Thomas  S.  Cummings,  Esq.,  an<l  funiily  s 
company  in  the  Geological  Cabinet  of  the  University,  Washington  Square,  to  witne.ss  tin* 
operation  of  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph,  at  a private  exhibition  of  it  to  a few  irien-U, 
previous  to  its  leaving  the  city  for  Was-hiugton. 

“ The  apparatus  will  be  prepared  at  precisely  twelve  o’clock,  on  Wednesday,  24th  in- 
stant. The  time  being  limited,  punctuality  is  specially  requested. 

“ New  York  University,  January  22,  1838.” 

A goodly  com|)any  of  believers,  doubters,  and  critics  were  assem- 
bled. There  stood  the  instrument,  Avitli  cop|)er  wire  coiled  around  the 
room  attached  to  it.  Professor  Morse  requested  his  visitors  to  give 
him  brief  messages  for  transmission.  These  were  sent  around  the 
circuit  and  read  by  one  avIio  had  no  knowledge  of  the  words  that  had 
been  given  to  the  operator.  In  comjdiment  to  Mr.  Cummings,  who 
was  present,  and  who  had  recently  been  promoted  to  the  military  rank 
of  general,  one  of  tlie  gentlemen  present  handed  to  Professor  Morse  tlie 
following  message  : 

“ATTENTION  THE  UNIVERSE! 

BY  KINGDOMS,  RIGHT  WHEEL  !” 

This  was  distinctly  vrritten,  letter  by  letter,  in  the  newly  invented 
telegraphic  al])habet,  on  a strip  of  ]iaper  moved  by  clock-work.  As- 
tonishment filled  the  minds  of  the  company,  as  they  with  grave  pon- 
derings  witnessed  tlie  seeming  miracle  that  had  been  wu’ought.  Tlie 
sentence  was  prophetic.  It  wns  a call  to  attention  by  the  mundane 
universe  to  which  it  was  about  to  speak,  and  has  been  s])eaking  ever 
since.  Five  days  afterward  tlie  Xew  York  Journal  of  Commerce  con- 
tained the  following  sentence  : 

“ The  Telegraph. — We  did  not  witness  the  operations  of  Professor  Morse’s  electro- 
magnetic telegraph  on  Wednesday  last,  but  we  learn  that  the  numerous  company  of  sci- 
entific persons  who  were  present  pronounced  it  entirely  successful.  Intelligence  was 
instantly  transmitted  through  a circuit  of  ten  miles,  and  legibly  written  on  a cylinder  at 
the  extremity  of  the  circuit.” 

Profe.ssor  Morse  now  started  for  Mhishington  to  seek  goveriiuiont  aid 
i'll  perfecting  and  testing  his  invention.  He  accepted  an  invitation  to 
stop  in  Philadel[iliia  and  exhibit  his  discovery  to  the  committee  on  the 
arts, and  sciences,  of  tlie  Franklin  Institute.  Their  verdict  was 
highly  commendatory,  and  on  repeating  this  fact  to  his  brother,  the 
late  Sidney  F.  iMorse,^  that  gentleman  responded  in  w'ords  that  exhib- 
ited great  ]u*()phetic  ])rescience.  He  sai<l  : 

* Siilacy  Edwards  Morse  was  born  iu  Charlestown,  Alass..  February  7.  17-U.  He  grad- 
uated at  Yule  College  in  Isll  , entered  the  famous  law  school  at  Litchthld,  Conn.,  bin 
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“ Your  invention,  measming  it  by  the  power  which  it  will  give  man  to  acoomjilish 
iiis  plans,  is  not  only  the  greatest  invention  of  the  age,  but  the  greatest  invention  of  any 
age.  I see,  as  an  almost  immediate  effect,  that  the  surface  of  the  earth  Mill  be  net- 
Morked  with  M’ire,  and  every  M ire  M'ill  be  a nerve,  conveying  to  every  part  inteUigeuce  of 
M-hat  is  doing  in  every  other  part.  The  earth  Mill  become  a huge  animal  M'ith  ten  million 
hands,  and  in  every  hand  a iien  to  record  whatever  the  directing  soul  may  dictate.  No 
limit  can  be  assigned  to  the  value  of  the  invention.” 

Sidney  E.  Morse  Y^as  then  tlie  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  New 
York  Ohscrvtr^  now  (18S3)  the  oldest  weekly  news[>aper  in  the  city 
New  York,  liaving  been  published  sixty  consecutive  years.  It  is  tdtly 
edited  by  the  Eev.  S.  I.  Erinie,  D.D.,  avIio  has  been  connected  with  it 
as  editor  and  }>roprietor  since 


prefening  literature  to  the  legal  profession,  he  established  the  Doston  Beconh-r,  the  first 
so-called  religious  neM'spaper  issued  in  America,  That  m as  in  I81o,  when  he  M as  tM  enty- 
one  years  of  age.  In  1823,  in  connection  with  his  younger  brother,  Richard  C..  he 
founded  the  Xew  York  Observer,  also  a ‘‘  religious  iiewsimper,”  Mhich  he,  as  senior- 
editor,  conducted  with  great  ability  and  success  until  1858,  M heii  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  paper.  Like  his  brother  the  ])rofcssor,  l\Ir.  Sidney  IMorse  M-as  possessed  of 
an  inventive  genius.  In  connection  with  that  brother  he  invented  a lire-engine,  in  1817. 
In  1820  he  published  a small  geography  for  schools,  and  in  1839,  in  connection  witli  an- 
other, he  invented  a x>rocess  for  jrrodueing  ma]is  and  other  outline  jm-tures  to  be  j'rinted 
t\-pographically.  This  ju-oeess  M'as  first  practically  apjilied  to  the  iiroduction  of  maps  for 
a new  edition  of  his  geogra|diy,  of  which  300,000  coxries  M'ere  sold  the  first  year.  He 
called  the  process  Cerograx>hy.  Its  product  Mas  a crude  j:)rotot}7)e  of  the  idates  of  Mhat 
is  noM"  knoM'n  as  the  IMoss  photograjihic  process.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  lilr. 
Morse  devoted  much  time  and  study  to  an  invention  for  making  rax^id  deex^-sea  souml- 
ings.  He  died  December  23,  1871. 

* Samuel  Iremeus  Prime,  D.D.,  is  a leader  of  the  conservative  religious  x^ress  of  our 
country.  He  is  of  clerical  ancesfr}'.  His  great-grandfather,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  I’rime, 
M'as  a graduate  of  Y5rle  and  a distinguished  scholar  and  divine  before  the  xHwiod  of  the 
Revolution.  His  grandfather,  Dr.  Benjamin  Y'oung  Prime,  M'as  a graduede  of  I'rinccton 
College,  and  was  an  accomx)iished  X'hysiciau.  He  M'as  a man  of  varied  learning,  M riting 
both  x^oetr}'  and  X'*rose  freely  in  Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  English.  He  Mrote  many 
X)oxnilar  songs  and  ballads  during  the  Revolution.  Tire  father  of  S.  Ireua-us  Prime  M'as 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  S.  Prime,  ]>.D.,  M-ho  died  in  1855.  He,  too,  M as  a grmluato  of  I’rinee- 
ton,  and  M'as  distinguislmd  for  Iris  scholarly  attainments  and  fervid  elo-nience  as  a Pres- 
byterian x'»reacher. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  M'as  born  at  Ballston,  N.  Y'.,  on  November  4.  1M2.  While 
he^M-as  yet  an  irrfant  his  x>ar’errts  removed  to  Cambriugo,  Washingtoir  Comity,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  his  boyhood  M'as  sxmnt.  Bright  and  studious,  he  M*as  htted  for  collcgi-  at  the  age.  of 
eleven  years.  But  Ire  M'as  nearly  fourteen  yenrs  of  age  before  be  Mas  permitted  to  enter 
Williams  College.  He  M'as  graduated  M'itli  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  his  class  I'cfore 
he  M'as  seventeen  years  old.  Stvrdying  theology  at  Princeton,  ho  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  Christian  ministry  Irefore  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  Ballston  Spa,  near  his 
birthxrlaoe.  He  labored  M'itfr  great  earnestness  and  zeal  ; and,  overMorked  iit  the  end  of 
a year,  he  M'as  comx>elled  by  failing  liealth  to  leave  tire  x>nl|)it  for  a Mhile, 

l\Ir.  Prime  resumed  clerieal  duties  in  ?ilatt(  aM'an,  Duehess  I’ouiity,  ^\  l^>■l■e  f.u-  aliont  three 
years  he  labored  most  earnestly  and  aceei)tabl\,  when  again  his  lualtli  gave  May.  It 
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Professor  ^forso  exhibited  his  womlerful  invention  to  ^;ovennnt>r.t 
otticiuls  and  nu‘inl)ei's  of  Congress,  hut  met  with  little  encourag(‘in<‘nt  : 
so  lie  hied  a caveat  in  the  Patent  OlUce  and  went  to  EurcjgL*  to  seek 

now  became  evident  to  him  tliat  his  physical  strength  was  not  adequate  to  the  sustt-ntion 
of  continnous  labor  in  the  vineyard  which  he  had  chosen  for  his  life-task,  and  he  turn*  d 
his  attention  to  literature  and  the  held  of  joarnalism.  In  ISIO  he  became  assistant  cdit.>* 
of  the  New  Y^ork  Otsc/rtT.  With  only  one  slight  interval,  he  has  been  editorially  ewii- 
nected  with  the  Observer  until  ikjw,  a period  of  forty-three  years.  That  interval  was  in 
1849  when  he  was  ap})ointed  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  He  soon  foun.i 
that  the  much  public  speaking  which  tire  duties  of  that  office  required  was  too  much  for 
him  to  endure,  when  he  resigned  and  resumed  his  connection  with  the  Observer. 

In  1853  Dr.  Prime  tried  the  advantages  of  foreign  travel,  on  account  of  frequent  failing 
health,  when  his  brother,  the  Rev.  E.  D.  G.  I’rime,  became  associate  editor  of  the 
Observer.  He  spent  some  time  in  Europe  and  extended  his  travels  to  Egypt  and  I’ales- 
tine.  During  that  time  he  enriched  the  columns  of  the  Observer  with  a most  valualde 
series  of  letters  over  the  signature  of  “ Irenmus,  ’ which  were  afterward  published  in 
book  form.  In  1858  Mr.  Morse  sold  his  interest  in  the  Observer  j)roperty  to  Mr.  Prime, 
since  which  time  the  latter  has  been  the  chief  editor  and  proprietor  of  this  venerable  but, 
vigorous  and  progressive  newspaper. 

Dr.  Prime  has  been  all  through  life  a most  industrious  laborer,  especially  in  the  field 
of  literature,  and  a most  earnest  anvl  faithful  worker  in  various  societies  for  the  promo- 
tion of  Christianity  and  good  living.  lie  is  the  author  of  more  than  forty  volumes,  many 
of  them  not  bearing  his  name.  They  have  been  issued  by  excellent  pniblishers— Harpers, 
Appletons,  Ptandolph,  and  Carter.  Among  them,  as  most  prominent,  may  be  mentioned 
“ The  Old  White  Meeting-House,  or  Reminiscences  of  a Country  Congregation,  ’ 1845  ; 
“ Travels  in  Europe  and  the  East,”  two  volumes,  1855  ; ‘‘ Letters  from  Switzerland, ” 
1800  ; The  Alhambra  and  the  Kremlin,  ’ 1873  ; “ The  Life  of  Samuel  F.  B.  Alorse,” 

1874  ; ” Under  the  3’rees,”  1874  ; “ Songs  of  the  Soul”  (selections),  1874  ; four  vol- 
umes on  “ Prayer  and  its  Answers." 

Dr.  I’rime  is  as  “ busy  as  a bee”  in  social  and  religious  work.  He  is  president  of  tlie 
New  Y’ork  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and  Art,  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  e.x-corresponding  secretary  and  director  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  vice  president  and  director  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Chris- 
tian Union,  corresiionding  secretary  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  of  the  United  States, 
director  of  the  .\merican  Colonization  Society,  director  and  meml.)er  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  New  Y'ork  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Crime,  member  of  the  Inter- 
national Code  Committee,  trustee  of  Williams  College,  and  ex-president  and  a trimtee  of 
AVells  College  for  Women.  Besides  these  offices  and  trusts,  he  is  identitied  with  many 
institutions  in  the  Prc'sbyterian  Church,  of  winch  he  is  a member.  None  of  these  ollices 
dons  Dr.  Prime  hold  as  sinecures,  but  he  is  a working  member — generally  a ” wheel- 
horse”  bearing  the  brunt — attending  all  meetings,  and  giving  his  time  gratuitously  to 
every  cause  which  he  umh-rtakes  to  ])romote. 

Dr.  Prime  is  eminently  conservative  in  all  things.  He  is  earnest  in  controversy. 
Right  or  wrong,  ho  deals  telling  blows.  In  the  social  circle  he  is  one  of  the  most  genial 
of  men,  full  of  wit  and  humor  and  j)leasant  repartee.  In  the  ]nilpit  he  is  always  im- 
pressive, anil  his  arguments  are  convincing.  As  a si>eaker  he  is  easy,  graceful.  inq»as- 
sioimd,  and  marki  d by  simplicity.  He  bears  the  Imnlen  of  more  tlian  t!irce<core  ami 
ten  years  with  ease.  t>r.  Prime  received  las  honorary  dc'gree  fmm  Hampden-Sidm  y Col- 
lege, Virginia. 
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tlie  coimteriaiice  of  some  foreign  government,  lie  was  unsuccessfal. 
England  would  not  grant  him  a j)atent,  and  from  France  he  received 
only  a hrevc4  (V ui  vcntion.  a worthless  piece  of  paper  that  did  not  secure 
to  him  any  sjiecial  privilege.  Yet  among  scientific  nnm  like  Arago 
and  Ilumholdt  the  invention  excited  wonder,  admiration,  and  great 
expectations. 

Professor  ]\[orse  returned  to  Yew  York  in  tlie  steamshi[)  (r/'raf  ]Vr.4- 
cni^  in  x\pril,  1839,  disap|)ointed  but  not  disheartened,  lie  waited 
nearly  four  years  before  Congress  did  anything  for  liim.  ]\Iean  while 
he  had  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  marine  telegra[)hy  l)v  laying  a 
submarine  cable  across  tlie  harbor  of  Yew  York,  and  working  it  per- 
fectly. This  achievement  won  for  Morse  tlie  gold  medal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute. 

Soon  after  that  Professor  IMorse  suggested  tlie  feasibility  of  an  ocean 
telegraph  to  connect  Europe  and  America.  In  a letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  John  C.  Spencer,  in  August,  1813,  ^lorse  said,  after 
referring  to  certain  scientific  principles  ; 

“ The  practical  inference  from  this  law  is  that  telegraphic  comimniication  on  the 
electro-magnetic  plan  may  with  certainty  be  established  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Startling  as  this  may  now  seem,  I am  coniident  the  time  will  come  when  this  project  will 
be  realized.” 

In  February,  1SJ3,  the  late  John  P.  Kennedy,  of  Baltimore,  then  in 
Congress,  moved  an  appropriation  of  830,000,  under  tlie  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  testing  the  merits  of  tlie  telegra])li. 
Cave  Jolinson,  of  Tennessee,  pro])osed  one  half  that  sum  to  be  used  in 
testing  tlie  merits  of  mesmerism,  wliile  Houston,  fi*om  the  .^ame  State, 
thought  Millerism  ought  to  be  included  in  the  lieiielits  of  the  approjwi- 
ation.  In  this  clieap  wit  and  displays  of  ignoi*auce  tlio  Speaker  of  the 
House  (Jolm  AVhitc,  of  Kentucky)  indulged  ; hut  tlierc'  were  wiser 
men  enough  in  the  House  to  pass  a hill  nmliiug  the  dcsin'd  ajipropria- 
tion  on  Eehruary  23)d.  AVlieu  it  went  to  the  Senate  it  did  imt  meet 
witli  sneei*s  nor  op])osition,  hut  at  twilight  on  the  last  day  of  the 
scission  there  were  one  hundred  and  nineteen  hills  before  ?^Iorse's,  and 
lie  retired  to  his  lodgings  witli  a lieavv  heart,  .satistied  lu'  would  have 
to  wait  another  year.  He  paid  his  liotel  hill,  ])rocured  his  railway 
ticket  for  home  the  next  morning,  and  liad  just  seventydive  cents  left 
— “ all  the  money  I had  in  the  world  that  I conld  call  my  own,'’  sai<l 
the  ])rpfessor  in  relating  the  circumstance  to  the  writer. 

AVhile  taking  his  lireakfast.  before  it  was  fairly  light,  tla^  next  morn- 
ing, a waiter  told  him  there  was  a young  lady  in  tla^  parlor  who  do- 
sired  to  sec  him.  There  lie  met  Miss  Anna  Ellswortli,  a dauglittu:- of 
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liis  good  friend  TTemy  L.  Ellsworth,  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 
She  extended  her  hand,  and  said  ; 

“ I have  come  to  congratulate  you  !” 

Upon  what  V iii([uired  the  professor. 

“ Upon  the  passage  of  your  hill.” 

‘‘  Im])ossible  I its  fate  was  sealed  at  dusk  last  evening.  You  must 
be  mistaken.” 

“ I am  not  mistaken,”  responded  the  earnest  young  girl  ; fat  tier 
sent  me  to  tell  you  that  your  bill  was  passed.  He  remained  until  the 
session  closed,  and  youi’s  was  the  last  bill  acted  upon.  It  was  passed 
just  five  minutes  before  twelve  o’clock,  the  hour  of  final  adjournment, 
and  I am  so  glad  to  lie  the  first  one  to  tell  you.  3rIother  says,  too,  you 
must  come  hoine  with  me  to  breakfast.” 

Gras])ing  the  hand  of  his  young  friend,  the  grateful  ]irofessor 
thanked  her  again  and  again  for  bringing  liim  such  pleasant  tidings. 
He  assured  her  that  the  only  reward  he  could  offer  her  was  a promise 
that  she  should  select  the  fii’st  message  to  be  sent  over  the  telegraph. 

A little  more  than  a year  after  this  interview  a line  of  telegraph  was 
constructed  between  ACashmgton  and  Baltimore.  The  instruments 
were  ready  at  each  end;  the  one  at  Y^asliington,  managed  by  Professor 
Horse,  Avas  in  the  Supreme  Court  room  ; tlie  one  at  Baltimore,  mam 
aged  by  l\[r.  Alfred  Ahiil,  was  in  the  IMontclair  depot.  Morse  sent  for 
Mi.ss  Ellsworth  to  bring  her  message.  She  gave  him  Avords  from  the 
lips  of  Balaam  : AC  hat  uatii  God  avi:oi:giit  I” 

xVnd  this  Avas  the  first  and  approjiriate  message  ever  transmitted  by 
a recording  telegra])h.  The  first  public  message  aauis  the  announcement 
from  the  Democratic  Aiitional  Convention  sittiim  in  Baltimore,  to  Silas 
AVright,  in  AVashington,  that  James  K.  Polk  Avas  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States.  The  Johnsons,  the  Houstons,  and 
the  sneering  Speaker  Avere  astounded.  Doubters  Avere  soon  ready  to 
bring  garlanded  bulls  to  sacrilice  to  it  as  a god,  and  a ])oet  Avrote  : 

“ At'liut  more,  presnmptuons  uiortals,  will  you  ctire  ? 

See  Franklin  seize  the  Clouds,  their  bolts  to  bury  ; 

The  Sun  assigns  his  pencil  to  Daguerre, 

' And  Morse  the  Lightning  makes  his  secretary.’’ 

The  regular  business  of  tlio  Jforse  electro-magnetic  telegraph  Avas 
begun  in  a small  basement  room,  Xo.  Jf>  AVall  Street,  XeAV  York,  m 
1SI4,  for  Avbich  a rent  of  SaOO  a year  Avas  paid.  There  Avas  a single 
telegraiiliic  instrument  in  the  room  and  a solitarv  ojKUTitor,  acIio  Avas 
idle  most  of  the  time  foi’  Avant  of  Inisiness.*  But  the  invention  was 


The  only  snrvivor  of  the  fir^t  operators  of  the  Morse  telegraph  is  Captain  Louis  'SI. 
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soon  upprocijited  by  thoughtful  and  enterprising  men.  Several  tele- 
graph companies  were  organized  to  use  it.  So  early  as  Henry 

O’lleilly,  one  of  the  energetic  citizens  of  New  York,  fonned  a project 
for  using  all  tlie  coni[)anies  for  a general  system  of  telegraphic  opera- 
tions, and  he  actually  established  a system  extending  over  a line  eight 
thousand  miles  in  length.*  "Within  seven  years  from  the  time  when 
the  first  message  passed  over  the  wires  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
more, there  were  more  than  tifty  separate  telegraph  organizations 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The  most  important  of  these 
(‘ompanies  were  consolidated  in  1S51,  the  year  in  which  the  AVestern 
Union  Telegraph  Company  was  formed.  That  is  the  leading  company 
in  this  country.  It  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  an  immense  building 
which  was  erected  about  ten  years  ago  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Dey  Street,  Xew  York,  at  a cost  of  over  Si?,000,tM.>0.  In  that  luiilding 
about  six  hundred  operators  and  clerks  are  eiujiloyed.  Tluy  are 
divided  into  relief  gangs,  so  that  work  never  ceases.  A large  portion 
of  this  force  is  composed  of  young  women.  They  all  work  entirely  by 
the  ear,  for  the  telegraph  has,  for  them,  a distinct  language  of  its  own. 

In  the  summer  of  ISff,  less  than  forty  years  ago,  three  men  per- 
formed the  entire  telegraph  service  in  the  United  States.  In  1882  the 

Ciiasteau,  who  was  living  in  Philadelphia  in  August,  1883,  the  commander  of  the  Park 
Guard,  and  an  old  journalist.  At  the  beginning  of  ojierations,  after  the  line  l)ctween 
Washington  and  Baltimore  was,  completed.  Professor  Worse  was  the  superintendent  at 
Washington,  with  Alfred  Vail  as  his  efficient  assistant  superintendent  there.  Henry  J. 
Rogers  was  the  assistant  superintendent  at  Baltimore.  Lev.-is  Zantzinger  was  the  opera- 
tor at  Washington,  and  Wn  Chasteau  at  Baltimore.  Of  the  persons  here  mentioned,  only 
Mr.  Chasteau,  as  we  have  ob.served,  now  lives  on  the  earth. 

The  telegraphic  line  between  Washington  and  Baltimore  was  then  a cop]H  r wire 
wrapped  m cotton.  The  instruments  were  all  very  large  : the  relay  magnet  was  kept  in  a 
box  three  feet  long,  locked,  and  the  key  in  Superintendent  Vail  s pocket.  No  insulators 
were  then  known,  but  sealing-wax,  glass,  oiled  silk,  and  an  imperfect  ])r'  p.a-ation  of 
asphaltum  were  used.  All  connections  were  made  with  glass  tubes  filled  with  mercury, 
and  all  operators  during  thunder-storms  held  in  their  hands  large  })ieees  of  oiled  silk. 

* Mr.  O'ReiUy  yet  lives  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  at  the  age  of  sevinty-scven  years 
possesses  remarkable  vigor  of  mind  and  body.  He  is  a native  of  lia  laud,  whore  he  was 
born  un  1800.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1810,  was  apprenticed  to  a 
printer  in  New  York,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  became  assistant  editor  of  a lead- 
ing New  York  newspaper.  Before  he  was  twenty-one  he  was  chosen  editor  of  a daily 
paper  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  first  established  between  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  During  a long  life  he  lias  ever  been  an  advocate  and  promot'-r  of  the  most 
important  measures  tending  to  the  prosperity  of  the  countiw,  whether  State  or  national, 
and  was.  a pioneer  m many  movements  to  that  end.  He  lias  deposited  in  the  New  York 
Historical  Soen-ty  about  two  hundreil  manuscri{>t  volmnt'S,  whiidi  coin[>rise  valualde 
autiicntic  matcri.ils  for  a history  oi  the  public  improv.-iii.-nt>  in  th.‘  .State  of  N-'W  York. 
For  a biography  of  Mr,  OTieiily,  see  Lossing's  Cyclopiedia  of  United  States  History." 
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AVcst('vn  Union  Telogin])li  Company  alone,'"  wliicli  lias  a cajntal  slock 
of  had  131, Olio  miles  of  jiolos  and  374. 308  miles  of  wire 

employed  ; bad  12, oiks  otlic*es  ; had  sent  out  during  the  year  3s,s.}:>, . 
247  messages  ; received  as  revenue  sfT,U4. 105  ; ex[)cnded  sUpr.Miji'.i;,^ 
and  secured  a pj’ofit  of  s7, 1 1'^dUo.  This  is  the  sulistanee  of  a rc'port 
from  only  one  of  the  telegraph  companies  now  ( 1SS3)  existing  in  our 
country.  Over  this  great  corjioration  Dr.  Xorvin  Green  presides, f 

* The  officers  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  in  1882-83  are  : Norvin' 
Green,  president  ; Thomas  T.  Eckert,  vice-president  and  general  manager  ; Augustus 
Schell,  Harrison  Dnrkee,  and  John  Van  Horne,  vice-presidents  ; 1).  H.  Hates,  acting 
vice-president  and  assistant  general  manager  ; J.  H.  Van  Every,  acting  vice-president 
and  auditor  ; A.  R.  Brewer,  secretary  ; li.  H.  Rochester,  treasurer  ; Clarkson  Carey,  at- 
torney. 

f Norvin  Green,  the  in-esident  of  the  AVestorn  E'nion  Telegraph  Company,  is  a 

native  of  Kentucky,  where  he  was  born  in  1818.  In  18-10  he  graduated  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Louisville.  Active  and  energetic,  he  early  took  }>art  in 
political  movements,  and  was  several  times  elected  to  a seat  in  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
in  which  he  served  with  distinction.  Dr.  Green  was  appointed,  in  18-13,  a commissioner 
in  charge  of  the  building  of  a new  custom-house  and  post-office  at  Louisville.  The  next 
year  he  became  interested  in  telegraphy,  and  showed  such  administrative  ability  tliat  he 
was  soon  chosen  president  of  the  South-AVestern  Telegraph  Company.  Dr.  Green  was 
not  only  held  in  highest  esteem  by  business  men,  but  he  was  exceedingly  popular  with 
all  classes,  and  is  especially  noted  for  his  kindness  of  heart.  He  won  great  success  for 
his  telegraph  company,  which  Avas  finally  merged  into  the  American  Telegraph  Company, 
organized  some  twenty-five  years  ago  by  Deter  Cooper,  Cyrus  AA'.  Field,  AA'ilson  G.  Hunt, 
and  others,  of  which  I’eter  Cooper,  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  and  Edwards  S.  Sanford  were  succes- 
sive presidents.  It  became  a constituent  part  of  the  AVestern  L'nion  system  in  1888,  and 
in  recognition  of  his  services  and  ability  Dr.  Green  was  made  vice-president  of  the  latti-r 
comitany,  which  jmsition  he  filled  with  great  ability  until  the  death  of  the  president. 
AVilli.am  Orton,  in  1878. 

Dr.  Green  was  chosen  to  succeed  Air.  Orton  in  the  presidency  of  the  AA'estern  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  and  has  performed  the  functions  of  that  important  position  witli 
rare  ability  ever  since.  He  combines  two  essential  (pialifications  for  that  ofiice,  namely, 
a thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the  telegraph  system,  and  experience  in  public  life  and 
a knowledge  of  public  men.  AVhile  he  was  vice-president  of  the  cojiipany  he  was  one  of 
three  candidates  for  a seat'in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  was  only  defeated  by 
a blunder  in  counting  the  votes. 

In  tlie  summer  of  1883  Dr.  Green  visited  England,  and  on  August  3d,  just  before  his 
departurt?  for  home,  a dinner  was  given  in  his  honor  in  London  by  the  directors  of  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  and  Eastern  Telegraph  Extension  companies,  at  which  John  lAuider, 
a member  of  Parliament,  presided. 

Thomas  Thomj)son  Eckert,  who  is  virtually  the  managing  head  of  the  AVestern  Union 
Telegraph  system,  was  horn  at  St.  Clairsville,  < )ino,  April  23,  182r).  He  learned  U-log- 
raphy  in  1840,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  and  ha»l  made  such  a reputation 
for  ability  in  that  field  that  at  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  summoned  to  A\  ;mh- 
ington  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  military  telegraphs  of  the  Department  the  I’otmuac. 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  lSt‘>2  ho  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  aiiil  u'iv.  n 
charge  of  the  military  telegraph  department  at  Wa>:hington.  In  1881  he  had.  successtu  ily 


■ -jj,.  T.  , 


f'f.  yj" 

•■  V'M"/'.. 


5:^ 


.'/tl 


;■ . ,.v :: . ; ■ ;4:^ 

■ISC'  ■■*«(  ,:  •■■:  "’  ■ 


■ ~ I 


.-.•'i.  .’..1  . ‘ ■;  IffiR  ‘-rlvY-'fC  ■•»  ivn-Jn’/Hif' 


>V'  ;■  ,.  .«,v7r-  - 7 . .7^  . _7  ...^r  - . ..7^  ^ 

Ui 

‘7,;  c, 

f-u,,.,  ^ 4 7 ;;-'0  r.:oM’  •. 


lU.y:  . 77^  7 J 


■■  7,  - ,v». 

’ , , ..  i>  ^ ^ <i  ; .'i,  ,-»^«  -I  M ,A  irV’Uti^HiitU^^  :.  •/.•  ' T'  ' 

■ ''’7'''  ■'^'""'^"7  . '.^■■7  :^^r:■),:^ 

' •.'7,..^..:  ;7-r  ■' ' -:<|t  /"■  7v7'--t- 'V<r| i<'tf,tV)»).:a^i^-to«<'4  ; ' 

■-■ri 


'777  .,77  ^ri  ■ -■  7-,vr<i7^';7;7^.- ^ 77j..  : 


77 *V.7  ■ " ' >\v  *'■' 

.•o7-  ,sM  f !:7  .■'  :ra^-f$1\'- ~ ■^■ 

-^''  - . .' ■ >’* . . - . ■ ...  ■ . ...  -'  .. ..  T'.  S'  -'i  ..  •/. 


.s,y.n  .;.s.  7%  ia..rf.;.-ff:»!i7»>v:.-s,s;^  ' ■1:7‘:'S 

.^■:<4nvf.  : :>*w/  J. 7s  , )7f,.’i..'  ' 7-7^  ' -^  ■'  >-''f  '-  7 ^ ■'■  ■ '^'  ; ..-'  ' 7 77 


Alii-;  t 

...,...7.,1.  ..  7. i ^7^7 7'"-ii'  ^77'7'^'^-"^  7 >7 

S.:i6^.j.:  s\.. ^ 

■" ':.7  \ 7.;  . ;'  ■ ' ■'■g'  ■;: " ’ 77  - 7 ; ,■•■ 

'7*i7'T,7!77-7y.'' 

>.  7..-.:?K:'^-#777.-  ,iv>:-7.rr^?tfA.  --  . -7 ; 

7^ ' si 

'='SWi.d.;V!,■^^:7T,  ;■  M7  ■'  .d'^  _ '■■' 

d7-,;77  ' .b ' ......^  : 

. '-:U.',,....  .;....;.;i^yw:afe  ' ..J_ 


■ \Hf'-r\-''y 


■••<  --■  ’■  vVi'j  ■■:’  ^ » ' ’* ''  ■"'7”'  r '■' ''‘ ' -'■"••  ® ■' ' 

■.i4_:  .-/f  »!■'■■  7^ 


m' 

li? 


:7'7i;7  iH7777  ^,„,.'.v  „^.h  ' 

■ .^,.:-  ':7  b'"'''  ■ 7^b.:.'-— ■ ' 'b  . ■ ■:-■  .-v  ' 7;.r'.tW‘‘’'  '''■■■  — "'’■  ' ’ 

- ■•  . -..  . ...  - ..  ..  •■  ..-  ..,  ..  ...  -«•.-.  . y 


■■.;7  •■  ' .-..f'j  ,-  .■  7,  ^ ii-is 

: 77,7-77 7V7.su  V,  u7:J17.. 

77^77VVJ-:7s'V77V.  ,;7.u;a.d^^ 


FIRST  DECADE,  1S30-1S40. 


393 


It  was  at  al)out  this  period,  when  the  three  great  elements  wliich 
have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  gro^vtll  and  ])i‘os])erity  of  >^'ew  York 
(’ity — the  railway,  the  express,  and  the  telegra[>li  systems — were  in  the 

organized  the  entire  military  telegraph  system,  and  had  in  so  many  ways  shown 
his  ability  that  lie  was  chosen  for  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel. In  18G5  he  was  selected  tor  the  duty  of  conferring  with  the  commis>,ioners 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy  at  City  Point,  and  for  his  services  was  breve-ted  lirigadier- 
general.  He  resigned  the  secretaryship  to  accept  the  responsible  post  of  gcrnu-al  super- 
intendent of  the  eastern  division  of  tbe  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  In  this 
liosition  he  organized  all  the  connecting  lines  for  the  new  cables  and  the  supervision  of  the 
transatlantic  correspondence,  which  began  with  the  successful  laying  of  the  first  cable. 

In  1875  he  acce|>ted  the  presidency  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Company,  and 
made  it  so  prominent  a factor  in  the  telegraph  business  of  the  country  that  the  Western 
I'nion  Company  made  overtures  for  a pooling  arrangement  between  the  connianies, 
which  resulted  in  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  both.  After  a year  or  two  of  inactive 
v,  ork  as  president  of  the  Atlantic  and  Paenfic  Company,  General  Eckert  withdrew  from 
its  service,  and  in  1879,  in  conjunction  with  Jay  Gould  and  others,  organized  the 
American  Pmion  Telegraph  Com]iany.  In  ISSl,  when  Air.  Gould  became  one  of  the 
largest  owners  of  the  Western  Union  Coinxiany,  it  and  the  American  Union  Company 
were  merged,  and  General  Eckert  was  unanimously  chosen  for  the  iiositicn  of  general 
manager  of  the  consolidated  companies,  in  which  j^osition  he  has  added  largely  to  the 
reputation  of  the  company  for  prompt  and  efficient  service,  and,  if  possible,  to  his  own 
reputation  of  being  the  most  vigorous,  straightforward,  and  able  practical  telegraph  man 
of  the  day.  In  Dr.  Green’s  absence  in  Europe,  during  the  great  strike  of  telegraph 
operators  and  linemen,  in  July  and  August,  1883,  the  general  was  in  full  command  of 
the  company,  and  while  he  was  uncompromising  in  yielding  anything  to  the  strikers 
during  its  progress,  he  acted  with  great  magnanimity  toward  them  as  soon  as  it  was 
over. 

William  Orton,  the  predecessor  of  Dr.  Green  in  the  presidency  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  wasu  man  of  rare  gifts.  He  was  a native  of  Allegany  County.  X.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  in  June,  ls20.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Xew  Y'ork  City,  .\pril  ‘22, 
1878.  Receiving  a meagre  common-school  education,  young  Orton  entered  the  Normal 
School  at  Albany,  graduated  with  honor,  and  began  school -teaching  iii  Geueva,  N.  Y. 
He  became  a bookseller,  first  in  Geneva,  then  in  Auburn,  and  finally  in  X'ew  York.  He. 
was  a warm  Republican  in  politics  and  a thoroi;gh  patriot,  rind  in  18G2  ho  was  appointed 
.a  collector  of  interned  revenue  in  N'evv'  Y'ork  City.  In  this  position  he  showed  his  great 
executive  ability,  and,  without  being  a lawyer,  be  displayed  such  legal  skill  that  lie  was 
strongly  commended  to  the  favor  of  Secretary  Chase.  He  was  called  to  Washington  as 
t.ouuuissioner  of  internal  revenue  at  the  seat  of  government  because  of  his  “ administrative 
ability  and  his  ])owt  r of  grasping  eletails.”  His  health  giving  way,  lie  resigned.  Almost 
immediately  he  was  efifered  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  Telegr.apli  (km  pany,  at  a 
salary  of  $10,000  a year.  He  aewepted  it.  In  this  position  ho  showed  such  remarka]»lc 
ability  that  v hen  his  comj)any  united  with  tlie  Western  I'nion  Comivany  in  ISOO,  51r.  Orton 
was  made  viv'e-j)resident  of  the  new  organization.  On  the  retirement  of  its  president  on 
account  of  failing  health,  in  18G7,  ilr.  Orton  was  cliosen  his  successor,  ami  lie  immediately 
brought  to  bear 'upon  its  business  his  wonderful  organizing  powers  and  admiuistrativo 
aliility  witli  what  success  itshi.story  fully  attests.  He  was  at  c'lnce  its  president,  its  cham- 
pion on  all  oeeasum^,  and  its  ■','igilaiit  and  untiring  servant.  Overwork  broke  him  d<nvn.  .\.t 
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HISTORY  OF  ^'E\V  YORK  CITY. 


first  stages  of  tlieir  development,  between  1S35  and  1S40,  tliat  v^amiKd 
Woodworth,  a printer  hy  ]>rofession  and  u poet  of  mucli  cxcellem-<‘, 
wrote  a remarkable  jioem.'--' 


the  time  of  his  deiitli  ^Ir.  Orton  ^vas  president  of  the  International  Ocean  Teie.i;raph 
Company  (the  Cuhan  line),  the  Gold  and  Stock  Telegi-aph  Comjjany,  and  the  I’acitic  and 
Southern  Atlantic  Telegraph  companies.  He  was  a member  of  the  Union  League  Club, 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


* This  poem,  whicli  is  inserted  below,  seems  to  have  been  designed  to  call  the  atteri 
tion  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  who  were  then  witnesses  of  the  amazing  growth  ot  the 
metropolis — its  marvellous  transformations,  its  inventions,  and  its  wonderful  promises 
for  the  future — to  the  contrast  of  the  then  aspect  of  the  city  and  that  of  the  more  feeble 
town,  when  the  poet's  “old  house  was  new.”  The  poem,  written  when  the  author  was 
partially  paralyzed,  lay  hidden  in  manuscript  until  brought  to  public  notice  in  the  New 
York  Evening  Post,  by  Jlr.  J.  Barnitz  Bacon,  a zealous  antiquarian.  Woodworth  died  in 


18-12. 


“ THE  HOUSE  I LIVE  IN. 


“Yea,  1 think  it  meet,  as  long  as  I am  in  this  tabernacle,  to  stir  you  up  by  putting  you  in  remem- 
brance, knowing  that  shortly  I must  put  off  this  my  tabernacle." — 2 Peter  1 : 13. 


“ When  this  old  house  was  young  and  new, 
Some  fifty  years  ago, 

Before  this  thriving  city  grew 
In  population  so  ; 

The  Revolution  was  just  past. 

Our  States  were  weak  and  few, 

And  many  thought  they  could  not  last. 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“Then  Chatham  Street  was  Boston  Road, 
Queen  Street  was  clianged  to  Pearl — 
For  we  with  love  no  longer  glowed 
For  king  and  queen  and  earl. 

The  British  troojis  had  gone  away. 

And  every  patriot  true 
Then  kept  Evacuation  DiU’, 

V'hen  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ Our  country,  then  in  infancy, 

Had  just,  begun  to  grow. 

Oppressed  b.y  debt  and  poverty. 

Some  tifty  years  ago. 

But  Wa.shington,  the  first  of  men, 

To  God  and  virtue  true. 

Presided  o'er  the  nation  then, 

Wlieii  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ We’d  thirteen  feeble  States  in  all, 

And  Congress  met,  we  know, 

In  the  old  Wall  Street  City  Hall 
Some  tifty  years  ago. 

There  did  our  chief,  as  President, 

His  godlike  course  pursue. 

We  were  not  into  parties  rent. 

When  this  old  house  was  new. 

‘Louisiana  was  not  oiirs, 

We  iiK'v.'ly  lim'd  tlu'  i-oast  ; 

While  col'init's  of  f.uo  ign  powers 
Encircled  us  almost. 


We  had  not  then  the  Floridas, 

Our  coasting  ships  were  few, 

Though  some  from  China  brought  us  teas. 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“Commerce  and  agriculture  drooped, 

The  arts  we  scarcely  met, 

Nor  had  a native,  pencil  grouped 
Our  deathless  patriots  yet. 

Genius  of  literature,  ’twas  thought. 
Would  never  ri.se  to.  view, 

And  native  poetry  was  short. 

When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ Our  city  then  did  not  extend 
Beyond  the  Collect  Brook, 

And  one  might  from  its  northern  end 
Upon  the  Battery  look. 

Broad  Street  was  but  a muddy  creek. 

And  banks  were  very  few  ; 

The  Greenwich  stage  ran  twice  a week. 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ We  once  a week  from  Bo.stou  heard, 

From  Philadelphia  twice. 

And  oft  in  summer  we  got  word 
Of  Southern  corn  and  rice, 

Tobacco,  cotton,  indigo, 

Whate’er  tlie  planters  grew  : 

The  mails  all  travelled  very  slow, 

When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“To  visit  All '.any  or  Troy 
Was  quite  an  enterprise  : 

In  Tappan  Zee  the  wind  was  flawy. 

Ami  billows  oft  would  rise  ; 

And  tlien  the  Overslangli  alone 
For  w.'cks  dftained  a few  ; 

Steaniboars  and  raiho.ids  were  nnknu;sni 
When  this  old  house  Avas  UeW. 
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The  allusion  in  the  ])oem  to  the  Halls  of  Justice  or  the  Tomhs, 
as  the  city  prison  is  called,  hring-s  us  to  a c()iisid(*ration  of  tin*  places 
in  the  city  provided  for  the  restraint  of  criniinals  and  debtors  at  that 
time. 


“ OwT  trade  with  the  West  India  Isles 
Was  not  extremely  f^mod, 

Bnt  we  got  French  and  J'higlish  files 
Of  papers  when  we  could. 

News-boats  were  then  not  known  at  all, 
And  bulletins  were  few  ; 

But  there  were  boatmen  at  Whitehall 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

* ‘ An  octagon  pagoda  rose 
Upon  the  Battery  green. 

Which  we  ascended  when  we  chose. 

If  ships  were  to  be  seen. 

’Twas  built  some  fifty  years  ago  ; 

There  Freedom’s  banner  tlew, 

And  there  small  beer  and  ale  would  flow, 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ No  towers  with  dark  Egyptian  frown* 
Graced  Centre  Street,  we  know, 
Bridewell  and  Jail  were  far  up  town, 

The  courts  were  far  l>elow. 

Nor  did  we  have  such  vice  and  guilt 
As  now  disgust  the  view  ; 

State  prisons  had  not  yet  been  built 
When  thi.s  old  house  was  new. 

“ ’Tis  true  our  streets  were  somewhat  dark, 
No  gas  its  lustre  shed, 

There  was  no  plav  house  near  the  Park, 
Nor  near  the  Old  Bull’s  Head. 

And  as  our  journalist  records, 

E’en  churches  were  but  few  ; 

Our  city  had  but  seven  small  wards 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ Oswego  Market,  from  Broadway 
Ran  down  in  iMaiden  Lane, 

And  Barley  Street  lias  since  that  day 
Been  altered  to  Duane. 

Duke  Street  has  since  been  changed  to 
Stone, 

And  Cedar  Street,  ’tis  true. 

As  Little  Qiieen  Street  then  was  known, 
^When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ Crown  Street  is  now  called  Liberty, 
Prince  Street  was  changed  to  Rose, 
Princess  to  Beaver  — thus  the  free 
New  a])pe11ations  chose. 

- The  cele\)rated  Doctors’  mob, 

From  which  some  tnisidiief  grew. 

Had  nearly  proved  a serious  job, 

When  this  old  house  was  imw. 


“ Old  Trinity  was  just  rebuilt — 

’Twas  burnt  by  British  men  ; 

Modern  imjmovement  bears  the  guilt 
Of  razing  it  again. 

We  sighed  for  water  pure  and  sweet. 

As  now  we  daily  do. 

And  saw  them  bore  for ’t  near  Wall  Street 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ The  Federal  Constitution  brought 
About  a great  parade— 

A grand  procession,  where  they  wrought 
At  every  art  and  trade. 

Tlie  Almsiiouse,  fronting  Chambers  Street, 
Had  not  then  risen  to  view, 

Nor  Broadway  did  the  Bowery  meet. 
When  this  old  bouse  was  new. 

“ Dire  Pestilence,  the  fiend  of  wrath. 

With  yellow,  withering  frown. 
Scattering  destruction  in  its  [uith. 

Oft  sadly  thinned  the  town. 

Terror,  dismay,  and  death  prevailed, 
With  mourners  not  a few. 

Who  friends  and  relatives  ]>ewailed 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ The  smallpox,  too,  would  oft  assail  ; 

The  kinepox  was  not  known  ; 

Societies  did  not  prevail. 

Though  since  so  numerous  grown. 
We’d  no  .\cademy  of  .\rts, 

And  schools  wma-  very  few. 

With  drawings,  pictuivs,  majis,  and  charts. 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“We  had  no  licensed  coaches  then. 
Arranged  on  ]iublie  stands  ; 

We’d  not  two  l)Oards  of  aldermen 
To  vote  away  our  lands. 

On  beef  ami  venison  to  ri'gale. 

With  turtle  at  Bellevue  ; 

Tliey’d  take  their  crackers,  cheese,  and  ale 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

“ No  Navy  Yard  and  no  Dry  Dock, 

No  City  Hall  in  Park. 

And  no  illuminated  clock 
To  liglit  us  afti  r dark.  * 

No  omnibuses  thronged  Broadway, 

And  run  with  furious  heat 
Over  the  people,  night  and  day, 

Who  tried  to  cro->s  the  street. 


An  alUision  to  the  City  Prison  or  “Tombs,"  which  was  coini'K-ted  in  ISIS. 
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Tile  construction  of  the  nails  of  Justice  was  comjileted  in  tlie  vtMr 
1S38.  The  buiklin,i»-  occupies  a ])ortion  of  tlie  site  of  the  old  (’oll«-ct 
Tond,  a sheet  of  fresii  water  lying  in  a hollow  between  the  Howe”  'an<i 
liroadway,  and  receiving  the  drainage  of  the  surrounding  lulls.  Its 
outlet  was  a rivulet  that  lloweil  through  oozy  land  (Lispenard*^ 
Meadowj  into  the  Hudson  River  along  the  route  of  the  present  Canal 
Street,  which  derives  its  name  from  that  circumstance. 

This  pond  was  filled  U[)  in  1830,  and  the  present  building  of  the  1 hills 
of  Justice  was  erected  upon  the  site  in  the  course  of  two  years  after- 
ward. The  pond  for  a time  seemed  to  be  bottomless.  An  imniens(‘ 
(juantity  of  stones  and  earth  was  thrown  into  it,  and  when  it  ap^ieared 
tilled,  and  the  solid  matter  was  above  the  surface  of  the  water  at  even- 
ing, it  would  be  unse<m  in  the  morning.  And  when  the  builders  of  tli<‘ 
structure,  who  laid  tlie  foundations  much  deeper  than  usual,  began  to 
])ile  u|)  the  blocks  of  granite,  there  was  at  one  time  such  evident  set- 
tling at  the  foundation  that  the  safety  of  the  building  seemed  in  peril. 
Rut  it  has  stood  well-nigh  half  a century,  and  seems  to  rest  upon  a 
solid  foundation. 

Externally  the  Halls  of  Justice  building  is  entireH  of  granite,  and 
appears  as  one  lofty  stoty,  the  windows  being  cai*ried  above  tlie  giound 
up  to  beneath  the  cornice.  It  is  thought  to  be  the  best  specimen  of 
Egyptian  architecture  out  of  Egyjit.  The  main  entrance  is  in  Centre 
Street,  and  is  reached  by  a llight  of  wide,  dark  stone  steps,  then 
tlirough  a spacious  but  dark  and  gloomy  jiortico,  calculated  to  impress 


“The  wheels  of  State  had  fewer  cranks, 
All  turned  by  honest  men  ; 

And  we’d  no  crusade  ’y'aiust  the  banks 
And  no  defaulters  then. 

Virtue  and  honesty  survived. 

Our  otiices  were  few  ; 

Sub-treusaries  were  not  contrived 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 


“ The  evil  days  have  come  at  last, 

In  which  few  joys  I find  ; 

The  morning  of  my  lite  is  past — 

I’m  lame,  an<l  almost  blind. 

The  keepers  of  tlui  house  now  shake 
As  palsied  porters  do. 

And  my  strong  limbs  obeisance  make 
Where  it  was  never  due. 


“ We  liad  no  lingering  Indian  wars 
To  drain  tlie  ])ublic  juirse, 

And  Revolutionary  scars 

Were  healed  hy  careful  nnr.'^e. 

^ We  had  no  «piacks,  nor  iiygeian  pills, 
Nor  steam  jdiysician  then  ; 

No  gamhling-sho})s,  nor  stepping-mills. 
Nor  Graham  regimen. 

“No  tinkers  of  the  currency 
Had  altered  bad  to  wor.-.e. 

For  healthy  infants  tlien,  you  see, 

Were  not  put  out  to  nttrse. 

We  (luarrtdled  not  ’bout  public  lands, 
For  they  wei'i-  wild  and  mwv, 

,\.s  cveryboily  undeiNtands, 

When  this  old  house  wiis  new. 


“ Tlie  smallest  weight  a burden  seems. 
The  cnrljstone  is  too  high  ; 

How  different  from  my  former  dreams, 
When  I could  almost  fly  ! 

iMy  sight  is  dim.  my  hearing  dull, 

For  music’s  tones  decay  ; 

And  ah  ! this  dome— I mean  my  skull — 
Is  thatched  with  silver  gray. 

“ But  though  my  sight  be  dull  and  dim, 
^ty  Saviour's  love  was  jtrized  ; 

In  youth  I pi  u*ed  my  hopes  in  Him, 
And  now  tin  y're  realized. 

Yea,  though  He  slay  me,  still  I’ll  trust  ; 
His  ]U'omise-i  are  tnu.‘  ; 

Thougii  this  old  house  decay,  He  must 
Rebuild  it  good  us  new.” 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1840. 


oo; 

the  niind  of  the  unfonunate  ])risoner  with  tlie  idea  that  wlio  enters 
liere  leaves  hojie  behind  " — a sort  of  “ Ih'idii-e  of  Si^-lis. It  was  this 
gloomy  aspect  of  the  building  that  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Egvptian 
Tombs'’ — the  Toml)s — where  tiie  worst  felons  and  jnm-dei’ei-s  are  con- 
fined, and  where  the  death-sentences  of  criminals  ai’e  executed  in  the 
presence  of  the  limited  miml)er  of  persons  re(|uii‘ed  bv  law. 

Before  the  erection  of  the  Halls  of  -Uistice  there  were  live  pulilic 
prisons  in  the  city,  one  of  which  belonged  to  tlie  State.  These  wm-e 
the  Debtors’  Prison  (now  the  Hall  of  ih'corils),  east  of  the  Citv  Hall  ; 
the  Bridewell,  the  Penitentiary,  the  State  Prison,  and  the  House  of 
Pefuge. 

The  Bridewell  or  old  City  Prison  was  devoted  to  the  temporarv 
incarceration  of  ])risoners.  wliere  they  were  held  until  discharged  as 
innocent  or  convicted  as  guilty  of  charges  ])referred  against  them. 
The  building  was  constructed  of  stone,  and  consisted  of  a central  edilice 
and  wings,  three  stories  in  heigiit,  and  stood  between  the  west  end  of 
the  City  Hall  and  Broadway.  Its  alTairs  were  directed  by  live  citi- 
zens, appointed  liy  the  common  council,  with  the  title  of  Commission- 
ers of  the  Almshouse,  Bridewell,  and  the  Penitentiary  of  the  City  of 
JS’ew  York. 

The  Penitentiary  was  a stone  building  at  Bellevue,  on  the  Ikist 
Biver,  adjoining  the  almshouse.  It  has  already  been  descrilied  in  a 

* The  first  named  was  exclusively  devoted  to  the  confinement  (d  ])risoncrs  for  dcht, 
whom  barbarous  laws  illogieally  and  cruelly  incarcerated.  Well  did  Red  Jacket,  tlie 
great  Seneca  chief,  illustrate  the  folly  and  injustice  of  tlie  imprisonment  of  a debtor, 
when,  on  seeing  a man  taken  to  prison  in  Datavia,  X.  Y..  lie  impiired  what  his  crijue  wits. 

“He  is  in  debt  and  cannot  pay,”  answered  his  companion  in  the  stivot,  the  late  \a  n'-r- 
able  Mr.  ITosmer,  of  Avon,  who  was  the  first  lawyer  settled  west  of  Ftica. 

“Why,  he  no  catcli  beaver  there!”  said  the  chief— ho  could  nut  work  in  jail  to  earn 
money  to  pay  his  debt.  !So  this  “ son  of  the  forest”  illustrated  the  unwisdom  of  the 
law. 

Happily  such  a law  no  longer  prevails  in  any  }>art  of  our  Re]'’‘^4ic.  Tlie  State  of  New 
York  was  tlie  leader  in  adopting  measures  for  its  abolition  so  early  as  bs;U.  Jl  is  Ix*- 
lieved  tliat  one  of  the  most  powerful  instrumentalities  in  bringing  about  the  rojieai  of 
laws  which  sent  debtors  to  ]»rison  was  a stirring  iioem  written  by  tin  gentle  Cluakcr  poet, 
John  G.  Whittier,  called  “ The  Prisoner  for  Debt,”  in  which  be  said  : 

“ Down  with  the  law  that  binds  him  thus  ! 

Unworthy  freemen,  let  it  find 
Xo  refuge  from  the  witlieriiig  curse 
Of  God  and  human  kind  ! 

Open  the  ]>risoner's  living  tomb. 

And  nslier  from  its  brootling  gloom 
The  victims  of  yonr  savagi.'  I'ode 
To  tho  frt  f‘  >un  and  air  I't'  (lod  ; 

Xo  loiiLTfi-  dare  as  cviiin'  to  braiul 

Tile  chastening  th'  .Mmighty’s  liand  ” 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


notice  of  Bellevue  IIos|)ituL  It  was  opened  in  May,  ISld,  and  was 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  coidineinent  of  such  persons  at  hard  labor  as 
should  be  convicted  at  the  Court  of  Sessions  of  petit  larceny  amf  oth<>r 
offences,  and  of  vagrants.  Some  of  the  prisoners  were  employed  on  the 
roads  on  the  island,  or  in  gartlen  work  ; others  in  house-work,  shoe- 
making, tailoring,  and  whatever  other  employment  tliey  were  efficient 
in,  while  the  women  were  employed  in  the  kitchen,  or  in  making  and 
mending  the  clothes  of  their  fellow-prisoners. 

The  House  of  Refuge  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delincjiients 
had  its  origin  in  a benevolent  movement  in  IS  IT,  in  which  John  Griscoin, 
LL.D.,  a member  ot  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  the  chief  leader.  lie 
was  the  pioneer  in  the  founding  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Pauperism.  In  this  society  his  most  earnest  coadjutors  were  Thomas 
Eddy  and  John  Pintard.  The  society  investigated  i\iQ  causes  ot  pau- 
perism, studied  the  statistics  of  prisons  in  England  and  the  Eiiited 
States,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most  efficient  work  in  the 
enterprise  must  be  among  the  young  of  both  sexes. 

Late  in  IS'23  some  lienevolent  persons  formed  an  association  entitled 
The  Society  for  tlie  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents.  Into  this 
society  the  former  association  was  merged.  Measures  were  then  taken 
for  the  estabhshment  of  a house  of  refuge  for  erring  or  criminal  youth, 
the  fiiM  institution  of  the  kind  ever  founded.  A charter  Avas  olitained 
in  lS2-t,  and  in  the  old  arsenal  grounds,  on  the  site  of  IMadison  Square, 
near  the  junction  of  Broadway  (then  known  as  tlic  Bloomingdale  Road 
at  that  point)  and  Fifth  Avenue,  two  stone  buildings,  two  stories  in 
lieight,  Avere  erected,  one  for  lioys,  the  other  for  girls.  The  grounds 
AV'ere  surrounded  by  a strong  stone  wall  inclosing  an  area  three  hundred 
by  three  iumdred  and  twenty  feet  in  size,  and  seventeen  feet  in  height. 

The  House  of  Refuge  was  opened  on  the  ffrst  of  January,  1825.  On 
that  occasion  there  ap|)eared  before  a large  and  respectable  audience, 
gathered  at  that  (b‘(‘arv  out-of-town  spot,  nine  Avretched  ‘‘  juAnnilo 
delinquents" — three  boys  and  six  girls — m tattered  garments,  as  candi- 
<lates  for  the  reformatory,  TIkw  were  the  ffrst  of  nearly  one  liuudi‘<al 
Avho  Avere  found  within  its  Avails  during  the  ffrst  ymr.  The  ffi'St  super- 
intendent Avas  the  lat('  Joseph  Curtis,  a philanthropist  of  purest  mould, 
and  for  many  years  before  his  death  an  indefatigable  Avorker  in  the 
cause  of  free  schools  in  the  city  of  New  Vork. 

The  Refuge  remained  tlun*e  until  the  buiklings  were  destroyi'd  by 
lire  in  1S;’>8,  soon  after  Avhichtiim'  it  was  remoA'ed  to  ilellevue.  Tht're 
it  continutMl  uiit il  Xoveniln'r.  when  it  wa>  reiiiovi'd  to  PandalFs 

island,  its  pi’esent  location. 
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BO!) 


According-  to  the  firty-eighth  annual  repoi-t  of  the  Society  for  tin* 
Kefoiauation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  ( 1 ),  thei-(‘  iiad  Immmi  received 

into  the  House  of  Refuge,  since  its  opcuiing  in  isp.'),  2iig;e4  juvenile 
delinquents,  and  that  the  weekly  average  number  of  inmat(‘s  during 
the  year  was  TTl.  Careful  inquiries  reveal  the  fact  that  intemperance 
is  not  a [)revairmg  vice  of  the  [)arents  of  these  deli!U[Uents,  nor  that 
their  delinquency  is  chargeable  to  their  being  orphans,  for  about  per 
cent  of  the  fathers  and  ht-  per  cent  of  the  mothers  were  temptu-ate  |)eo- 
ple,  and  correspondingly  few  of  the  children  had  lost  their  pai-ents.'-" 

RandaU’s  Island  is  one  of  a group  of  l^eautiful  and  picturesipie  islands 
in  the  East  River  belonging  to  the  city  of  Xew  York.  It  contains 
about  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  other  islands  of  tiie  group  alluded  to  are  Blackwell’s  and  Ward's. 
Blackwell’s  contains  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  was 
purchased  by  the  city  in  1S2S  for  ^50,000.  It  has  a heavy  granite  sea- 
wall, built  by  the  convicts.  Its  public  edifices  are  large  and  suljstan- 
tial,  built  in  medieval  style  of  architecture,  with  turrets  and  battle- 
ments. The  buildings  are  of  stone  quarried  on  the  island  by  the  (*on- 
victs.  I Around  the  buildings  are  gardens  and  pleasant  shaded  grounds. 
On  this  islaiul  are  a penitentiary,  with  an  average  of  between  twelve 
hundred  and  thirteen  hundred  inmates  ; a correctiitnal  w'orkhouse.  a 
charity  hospital,  with  accommodations  for  eight  hundred  [latients  ; an 
almshouse,  a lunatic  asylum  for  females,  an  asylum  for  the  blind,  a hos- 
pital for  incural)les,  and  a convalescent  hospital.  The  honsi'sof  the  oili- 
cials  are  ])leasantly  situated  among  the  trees  on  the  island,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  entire  population  of  the  island  is  about  seven  thousand,  all 
under  the  care  of  the  commissioners  of  [lublic  charitii's  and  coi-i-ection. 

Randall’s  Island,  as  we  have  observed,  contains  aliout  oiu'  hundred 
acres  of  land.  It  is  divided  from  the  shore  of  \Yestch(*ster  Counly  on 
the  north  by  a narro\v  channel  known  as  the  Ilarlmn  Kills,  and  on  tlu‘ 
south  from  Ward’s  Island  1)V  Little  Hell  Hate.  It  contains,  besides 
the  House  of  Refuge,  an  idiot  asylum,  a nursery.  childr(‘n's  and  infants’ 
hospital,  schools,  and  other  charities  provided  by  the  city  of  X»‘w  York 
for'destitute  children.  The  buildings  of  these  institutions  art'  chielly 
of  brick,  and  imposing  in  appearance.  The  island  is  ph'asantly  shadt'd 
with  trees.  These  institutions  are  all  under  the  care  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  ])ublic  charities  and  correction. 

* The  officers  of  the  society  for  1882-83  are  : -Tolm  Y.'eeks.  j'resiJcnt  : Denjamin  R. 
AtterVuirv,  Jainos  ILilstMl,  J.  W.  C.  Levt-ridj^e,  Ihh.'ar  S.  Van  Winkle,  Jolm  J.  Town- 
send, Aloxaiulei*  .Aariew,  vie'-]>vesideiits  : Nathanirl  Jarvis,  Jr.,  tiv  asurcr  ; L’rrdcnek 

W.  Downer,  secretary  ; Isr.u  I C.  Junes,  siiponutcndent. 
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On  tlie  southeru  end  of  tlio  island  is  the  riouse  of  liefiioe,  under  tin* 
care  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Ileformation  of  Juvenile  l)(din(|uents.  Tlu' 
two  princi])al  buildings  are  of  i)i*ick,  neai'ly  one  thousand  feet  in  length, 
in  the  Italian  style  of  architecture.  The  boys  and  girls  are  ke[)t  sepa,- 
rate,  and  those  guilty  of  social  crime  apart  from  the  younger  inmates. 
Children  brought  before  magistrates  are 'sentenced  1)V  them  to  this 
institution.  The  average  number  of  inmates  is  about  eiglit  himdred. 
They  are  all  taught  to  woi-k,  and  are  educated  in  the  common  English 
branches.'  The  total  ])0})ulation  of  the  island  is  about  twenty-live 
Imndred. 

Ward’s  Island  is  nearly  circular,  and  is  situated  near  the  junction  of 
the  East  and  Harlem  rivers.  It  is  the  largest  of  tlie  three  islands,  con- 
taining about  two  hundred  acres,  and  is  finely  wooded  in  some  parts. 
It  is  owned  ])artly  by  the  city  and  partly  by  individuals.  Tlie  part 
belonging  to  the  city  is  apportioned  between  the  commissioners  of 
emigration  and  the  commissioners  of  public  charities  and  correction. 
Under  the  care  of  the  latter  is  an  insane  asylum  for  males  and  a 
homoeopathic  hos[)ital  ; under  the  charge  of  the  former  are  the  State 
Emigrant  Hospital,  a lunatic  asylum,  houses  of  refuge,  and  a nursery 
or  home  for  children.  In  these  institutions,  under  charge  of  the  com- 
missioners of  emigration,  sick  and  destitute  aliens  arriving  in  Mew 
York  are  cared  for. 

The  buildings  on  HandalEs  Island  are  generally  plain  but  sulistantiaL 
structures  of  brick.  Those  erected  by  the  commissioners  of  emigra- 
tion are  noticeable  for  their  spaciousness  and  beauty,  being  built  of 
brick  and  gray  stone.  They  are  much  hidden  from  spectators  on  the 
water  Iiy  fine  old  trees.  The  lunatic  asylum  contains  an  average  of 
over  one  thousand  patients.  The  convicts  from’  lllackwelEs  Island  are 
constantly  engaged  in  tlie  grading  and  beautifying  of  ATard’s  Island, 
and  in  constructing  a sea-wall  around  it. 

These  three  islands  in  the  East  Iliver  dis])lav  the  riche.st  fruit  of  tlie 
magnilicent  public  charities  of  Xew  York  City. 

The  State  Prison  stood  near  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  River,  at  what 
was  then  known  as  Greenwich  Adllage,  and  about  a mile  and  a half 
north-west  of  the  (hty  Hall.  It  was  one  of  tw(.>  public  jirisons  author- 
ized by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  in  the  closing  (.leca<lc 
of  the  last  century.  One  was  to  be  erected  at  Albany,  and  one  at 
iXew  York. 

Tlie  ])rison  at  Greenwich  A'illage  was  built  of  stmie,  three  stories  in 
luMght,  and  surroiimh'd  by  a massive  stone  wall  foiirUnm  fetd.  high  in 
front  and  twenty  feet  high  m the  rear,  where  the  worksho[)s  were  sit- 
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uatod.  The  prison  and  its  ap])endag-es  covered  about  four  acres  of 
ground.  It  was  called  Xewgate,  aiul  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
prisoners  in  1797.  It  soon  bccaiue  crowded,  and  another  prison  was 
erected  by  the  State  at  Auburn,  Cayuga  County.  Of  the  convicts  in 
this  prison,  the  average  was  always  about  seventy  per  cent  of  foreign 
birth. 

The  rooms  in  this  prison  were  large,  and  several  convicts  occupied 
the  same  sleeping  a])artnient.  This  was  found  to  be  a very  unwise 
arrangement,  as  it  had  a powerful  tendency  to  a further  con‘ii[)ti(ju  of 
the  morals  of  the  inmates.  It  was  tinally  deemed  wise  to  abandon 
this  prison  in  the  city  and  erect  another  and  moi’e  spacious  further 
up  the  Hudson  Hiver.  In  1825  the  Legislature  authorized  the  erection 
of  a new  prison,  and  the  S[)ot  selected  wnis  Alount  ITeasant  (Sing  Sing), 
on  the  Hudson,  in  A\"estchester  County.  The  foundations  of  this  new 
]>rison  were  laid  in  Alay,  1820,  and  it  was  completed  in  L^2S.  The  site 
was  selected  largely  because  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of  extensive  beds  of 
white  marble,  the  (.[uarrying  of  which  vrould  give  [noiital>le  eni])lov- 
ment  to  the  prisoners. 

A powerful  impetus  to  the  growth  of  a city  consists  m facilities  for 
transporting  persons  or  merchandise  within  its  borders  to  and  from 
distant  points.  Xew  Yorkers  perceived  this  when  the  steamboat  ap- 
peared, the  Erie  Canal  was  completed,  the  omnibus  was  introduced, 
and  the  railway  made  its  advent  into  this  country.  Such  facilities  on 
the  island  would  greatly  increase  the  migration  of  pojHilation  from  tlie 
dense  ])rccincts  of  business,  and  increase  the  value  of  real  estate  at 
remote  points  from  the  centre  of  trade.  Alert  Xew  Yorkers  readily 
joined  in  a scheme  for  so  benefiting  the  city  by  building  a i-ailway  that 
would  bisect  Manhattan  Island  longitudinally,  but  extend  iinally  to 
Albany. 

Aew  York  Citv  has  the  lionor  of  introducing  ti'>  the  world  the  system 
of  home  railn'iads  in  city  streets,  that  (d‘  the  Aew  A ork  and  Harlem 
liailroad  ( Fourth  Avenue)  having  been  the  first  constructed. 

The  Yew  York  and  Harlem  Hailroad  Company  was  incor[H»rated  on 
the'2r)th  of  April,  18.‘U,  with  authority  to  construct  a double-track  road 
to  any  jioint  on  the  Harlem  River,  bcUwemi  the  east  bounds  ot  Third 
Avenue  and  the  west  bounds  of  Eighth  Avenue.'^  The  capital  stock 

Tlie  following  persons  were  the  incorpi>rators  of  the  Xew  York  and  Harlem  Railroad 
Comj)any  in  the  sprin;^  of  1S:11  • Renjatnin  Railrv,  Mnrdecai  M.  Noah,  Rensian  ^laeCtowan. 
.lames  11.  Murray.  Charles  Henry  Hall,  Moses  Henriiim's.  Isaae  Adriiinee,  Thi>mas  Addis 
Emma  t.  (iah-ou  l.ee,  Silas  F,.  I’.urrows,  Samta  ! F.  Hals,  v,  ('  inajlius  Ilaist-n.  Eoht-rt 
Stewart.  At  tiie  tirst  election  of  directors,  in  .July,  Isol,  .John  Mason  was  electisi  [»rc'>al'‘Ut. 
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was  $1,100,000.  An  act  was  j)asso(l  the  ne.xt  }^ear  autliorizini;-  tlie  coi!i- 
panv  to  extend  tlie  track  along  tlie  Jkwverv  (now  Fourtli  Avenue)  to 
Fourteenth  Street,  and  sucli  other  streets  as  the  city  authorities  inigliL 
from  time  to  time  permit.  Th(‘  use  of  steam  as  a motor  was  iii-sl  in- 
troduced in  lS3d  on  this  road — W.  T.  James,  the  machinist  of  tiie 
road,  being  the  inventor  of  the  first  steam-motoi’' for  city  railways. 

In  1833  the  common  council  passed  an  ordinance  authorizing  tlie 
company  to  lay  a track  in  Broadway.  Bails  were  actually  laid  the 
distance  of  tw.o  blocks,  but  there  was  so  much  op|)osition  to  the  meas- 
ure that  they  wei’e  taken  up,  and  a track  was  laid  down  to  Prince 
Street  and  the  Bowery.  A portion  of  the  road  was  open  to  travel  in 
1832.  The  conductors  were  boys,  and  they  were  required  to  report 
the  receipts  to  the  su])erintendent  once  a week — every  Saturday  night. 
There  arose  a sus])icion  that  the  boys  were  “ taking  toll.*’  .V  liberal 
reward  was  ollered  lo  the  i)oy  who  should  report  the  largest  amount  of 
receipts  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  result  was  a very  large  increase 
in  the  receijits  leturned  by  each  boy. 

The  introduction  of  a street  railway  into  Aew  York  City  in  1831-32 
created  a ne'W  mechanical  l)iisiness  in  the  metropolis — the  manufacture 
of  tramcars,  as  the  English  call  them,  for  the  use  of  such  roads.  In 
that  business  John  Stejihenson  was  the  pioneer.  He  had  lucently 
finished  his  apprenticeship  to  a coacli-builder,  and  began  manufactur- 
ing omnibuses  for  Abraham  Browser  on  his  own  account,  wdien  he 
received  an  order  from  the  Aew  A’ork  and  Harlem  Bail  road  Company 
to  build  a street -car  for  them.  iMr.  Stephenson  constructed  it  after  a 
design  of  his  own,  and  named  it  John  hMasoa.  in  honor  of  the  first 
president  of  the  company  and  founder  of  the  Chemic<il  Bank. 

This  was  the  first  street-railway  car  ever  built.  It  was  made  to  hold 
thirty  passengers,  in  tliree  compartments.  The  driver's  seat  vras  in 
the  roof,  and  it  had  passenger  seats  on  the  roof,  wdiicli  were  reached 
by  ste]is  at  each  end.  It  was  a sort  of  cross  lietween  an  omnibus,  a 
rockaway,  and  an  English  railway  coach,  and  had  four  wheels.  Tins 
was  first  put  on  the  road  lictween  Prince  and  Fourteenth  streets,  on 
November  23,  1832,  carrying  the  ])resident  of  the  road  and  the  mayor 
and  common  council  of  the  city  of  Ahov  York.  For  this  car  Mi*. 
Stephenson  received  a patent  from  the  United  States  Coveniment. 

Other  orders  from  the  same  company  soon  followed,  and  very  .soon 
iVlr.  Stephenson  was  enniloyed  to  build  passenger-cai*s  for  railways  as 
they  ra})idly  increased  in  iiumliem  and  extent  in  our  country.  Thest3 
W(>re,  at  first,  cars  Avitli  ft >ur  \vhir-ls.  Wlieii  (Uglit •wIk'cu'iI  cars  :v;a*e 
iiiti'odiiced  by  ihjss  inaiis,  of  Baltimore,  ?Jr.  St'v'plicmoii  iou'ui  it 
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necessary  to  extend  liis  prcnnises.  In  1S3()  lu‘  built  a spacious  factcjrv 
at  ]Iai-lein,  and  in  ls43  lie  bought  the  land  on  Twcnitv-sevcMitli  Sto'et, 
near  Fourth  Avenue,  where  his  present  establishimait  now  is.  and  built 
the  nucleus  of  the  factoiy  which,  with  its  luiiibei-yai'ds,  covers  sixteen 
city  lots.  ]\Ir.  Stephenson  has  continued  to  build  omnibuses  from  the 
beginning,  and  has  been  a constructor  of  these  and  railway  cam  for  the 
space  of  lifty-three  years.  Aowg  in  Ins  seventy-fifth  year,  he  is  vigorous 
in  mind  and  body. 

The  street-railway  car  is  a jturely  Xew  York  jiroduct.  It  was  in 
successful  o])erat ion  in  that  city  for  twmnty-five  years  bi'fon'  it  appeared 
in  any  other  city  of  the  Union  or  elsewhere.  George  Francis  Train 
introduced  a street  raihvay  into  Birkenhead,  England,  in  lsi;o,  and  also 
commenced  one  in  J.ondon.  It  bred  a riot,  and  tlie  inoi)  tore  u|)  the 
rails.  Yow  tliey  are  seen  in  all  civilized  countries,  and  tlie  dolin 
Ste])henson  Conijiany  manufacture  street-railway  cars  for  Yorth  and 
South  America,  lor  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Australia,  and  isles  of  the 
sea. 

Yr.  Ste])henson  (with  Yr.  Slawson)  is  the  inventor  of  the  bobtail  ” 
or  one-liorse  car,  now^  so  jiopular.  They  Avere  first  introduced  into 
Ycav  Orleans  just  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  A’ar,  but  only  since 
the  Avar  have  they  been  in  use  everywhere  in  the  United  States.'” 

* John  Stephenson  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  on  July  4,  1809.,  His  i>arcnts, 
James  Stephenson  and  Grace  Stuart,  of  English  and  Scotch  lineage,  had  settled  there. 
In  ISII  they  came  to  New  York  with  John,  their  tirst-born,  who  received  an  ai'.adeuiic 
education  at  the  AVesleyaii  Seminary  in  New  York.  Hi.s  father  designed  him  for  meroiin- 
tile  life,  but  his  proclivities  for  mechanics  changed  his  destiny  ami  caused  him  to  be 
apprenticed  to  a coachmaker.  At  his  majority  (1831)  he  set  up  busiiu'ss  for  himself, 
chiefly  as  a maker  of  omnibuses,  then  a now  business  in  tlie  city,  liis  slioj)  was  adjoin- 
ing the  rear  of  Brower's  stables,  No.  GG7  Broadway.  Here,  in  1831,  lie  designed  and  con- 
structed the  first  omnibus  Imilt  in  New  A’ork.  In  less  than  a year  he  lost  all  his  projjerty 
by  fire.  He  then  planted  his  business  in  Elizidjetli  Street,  ami  there  le-  built  tlie  tirst 
street-railway  car.  He  transferred  his  business  to  ILirlem  {Fourth  Avenue  and  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Street)  in  18,3t‘i.  and  to  its  present  site  in  J3>,  then  a rural 
district  of  the  city.  His  prosjierous  coctrse  m railway-car  and  omnihus  building  Ijas  been 
intimated  in  the  text  ; and  now.  at  the  ago  of  over  seventy-four  years,  he  is  actively 
engaged  at  the  head  of  the  most  extensive  establishment  of  tin*  kind  in  the  Lnited  States. 

iMr.  Stephenson  is  an  earnest  working  member  of  tlu'  Alethodist  Jguseopal  (’hurch,  as 
both  his  parents  were.  He  had  seven  sisters,  wlio  were  ail  chundi  meml.)er ,.  About 
1810  he  entered  a Sabbath-school,  then  just  org.mi/.ed  by  Airs.  Diviu  Bi-thuuc,  Mrs.  Alary 
Alasonfand  others  ; and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has  been  active  in  Sabbat h-sehools  in 
various  capacities.  He  has  now  (1SS3)  under  his  teaching  a Biblc-(*lass  ot  forty  mem- 
bers. He  is  ]>assionately  fond  of  music.  He  was  a jierforming  memb.w  of  tlie  .Sacred 
Alusic  Society,  wliii-h  about  fifty  years  ago  met  in  the  Ghatham ''j’heatre  ( ( inn  Ghajieli, 
and  he  was  subsegncntly  an  active  member  of  tlie  Hannoi.ie  Society.  Ho  v.as  ler  forty 
years  louder  of  a clmrcli  choir  of  forty  voluuti'cr  singers,  ehicily  from  Sunday-.school 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


The  Kcw  York  and  Harlem  Tlailroad  was  extended  to  Yorkville,  a 
suburban  village,  in  ks3T,  a distance  of  about  live  miles.  Late  in  that 
year  it  had  a double  track  from  rrince  Street  to  Yorkville.  Its 
coaches  mu  a.t  intervals  of  llfteen  minutes  every  day  in  the  week.  The 
fare  for  each  |)assenger  was  twenty-live  cents.  The  road  was  extended 
down  tlie  Bowery  to  AValkei’  Street,  and  afterward  tlirough  Broome, 
Centre  and  Chatham  streets  and  Park  Itow  to  the  southern  end  of  tlie 
City  Hall  Park,  where  the  Post-Otiice  now  stands. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  genesis  of  the  first  horse-railroad  in  the  world. 
This  system  originated  in  the  city  of  Yew  York  about  llfty-two  yeai*s 
ago  ; now  (18S8)  there  are  twenty  lines  of  railway  traversing  the  city 
in  various  directions. 

As  tl)e  Y’ew  York  and  Harlem  Eailroad  was  the  first  of  the 
great  arteries  of  transportation  which  contributed  to  tlie  life,  vigor, 
and  growtli  of  the  city,  tlie  history  of  its  extension  toward  the 
political  ca])ital  of  the  State  may  be  appropriately  given  in  a few 
sentences. 

In  1837  the  widening  of  Fourth  Avenue  from  Thiily-fourth  Street 
to  Harlem  Biver  was  authorized,  and  tlie  extension  of  the  Y"ew  York 
and  Harlem  Eailroad  into  the  open  country  beyond  the  Harlem  Elver 
was  speedily  begun. 

In  1835  the  company  vras  authorized  to  convert  into  capital  stock  the 
amount  of  money  whiclt  it  laid  borrowed.  The  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  was  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  in  1849  amounted  to 
§1,000,000.  That  year  the  company  wais  authorized  to  extend  the 
road  in  the  county  of  4Vestcliester  beyond  the  Harlem  Eiver,  to  build 
a bridge  aci'oss  the  same,  and  to  connect  wdtli  the  Y'ew  York  and 
Albany  Eailroad.  In  1^45  it  was  authorized  to  extend  its  road  through 
the  counties  of  P’utnam,  I )uchess,  and  Columbia.  The  road  was  com- 
])leted  to  Chatham,  its  northern  terminus,  in  1852. 

In  the  year  lS5t)  the  company  was  authorized  to  run  liorse-cars  to 
Forty-second  Street  and  up  ^fadison  Avenue  to  Seventy-ninth  Sti’cet  : 
also  to  use  steam  on  Fourth  Avenue,  from  Forty-second  Street  to  the 
Harlem  Eiver,  for  thiity  yearn. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  was  increased  to  §10,(V*0,000  in 
1871,  and  in  1872  the  great  Fourth  Avenue  im])rovements,  lietween 
Forty -second  Street  and  Harlem,  were  authorized.  The  actual  cost  of 
those  improvements  was  about  §9>,5o0,(H)0.  The  Grand  Central  Depot 

classes  which  he  had  trained.  ITe  lias  in  his  library  a rare  collection  of  musical  litera- 
ture. Mr.  StC])hcn.son  wa.s  for  ovur  twenty  years  a public  school  trustee  in  the  Tneiity- 
hrst  Ward. 
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4vas  constmcted  in  ISTO-TI,  at  a cost  of  about  8^,000,000,  includiiu'- 
the  cost  of  the  land. 

A greater  ])ortion  of  tlie  stock  of  the  Xew  York  an<l  Harlem  Kail- 
road  (as  well  as  the  Xew  York  Central  and  Hudson  Kiver  Kailroad,  to 
which  it  is  leased)  belongs  to  the  Abinderbilt  family.  Coi’uelius  Yan- 
derbilt,-  familiarly  known  as  **  the  Commodore,"  was  made  a director 

* Cornelius  V:inderl)ilt,  a native  of  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  vas  tlio  most  eminent  and 
successful  organizer  of  methods  of  transportation  by  steam  on  land  and  vater.  His 
ancestors  were  among  the  earlier  settlers  07i  Staten  Island,  The  original  members  of  the 
family  settled  in  ITatbush,  I.ong  Island,  and  held  a high  social  j)osition  as  i>ersons  of 
wealth  and  public  spirit.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  Dutcli  Church.  The 
first  of  the  family  who  settled  on  Staten  Island  was  Jacob,  who  made  his  residence  there 
about  1715.  He  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Cornelius.  The  latter  was  born  iMay  27, 
1794,  and  died  January  4,  1877.  The  famous  “ Rose  and  Crown”  tavern  on  Staten 
Island,  which  was  the  headquarters  of  General  Sir  William  Howe  in  the  summer  of  1776, 
belonged  to  the  Vanderbilt  family. 

The  place  of  Cornelius  Vanderbilt’s  birth  is  claimed  by  severrd  places  on  Staten  Island 
— Port  Richmond,  various  houses  in  Stapleton,  and  two  or  three  in  the  interior  of  the 
island.  While  he  was  an  infant  his  parents  were  residents  of  Stapleton.  His  mother 
was  Phebe  Hand,  of  Xew'  Jersey,  a niece  of  Colonel  Hand  of  the  Revolution.  His  only 
inheritance  was  the  careful  training  of  his  mother,  a vigorous  i)hysical  constitution,  a 
clear  head,  sound  judgment,  and  indomitable  energy.  He  received  very  little  book 
learning  away  from  his  mother’s  knee.  He  was  a ‘‘  healthy,  harum-scarum  lad,”  a good 
oarsman,  an  expert  swimmer,  and  a perfect  rider.  He  rode  a race-horse  against  a colored 
boy  in  a race  when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  He  worked  on  the  farm,  sailed  the  boats  of 
his  father  (who  was  a ferryman),  and  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  earned  money 
enough  to  purchase  a sail-boat  and  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  the  ti'anspurta- 
tion  of  passengers  and  ganlen  “ truck”  to  and  from  Xew  Y'ork  City,  then  containing 
between  70,000  and  80,000  inhabitants.  In  the  same  line  of  business  ];irgtly,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt,  at  the  close  of  an  active  life  of  al)out  sixty-seven  years,  had  accumulated  a 
fortune  estimated  at  ,;sl00, 000,000.  Honestly  recognizing  his  duty  to  his  }sm  nts,  ho  gave 
to  them  a larger  portion  of  the  receijds  from  his  business  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

During  the  war  of  1812  young  Vanderbilt’s  boats  were  in  const:int  (huuMid  in  carrying 
soldiers  and  supplies  from  [)oint  to  point  in  the  harl>or.  In  this  ]mblic  service  his  per- 
sonal bravery  was  often  called  into  requisition.  The  business  was  very  remunerative. 
5Ieanwhile  he  had  married  his  cousin,  So]'hia  .Tohnson,  in  1810,  a sensible  and.  practical 
young  woman.  He  had  l)een  able  to  bee(')me  the  owner  of  severed  boats  of  larger 
capiieity,  and  he  was  soon  the  acknowledged  head  of  the  loce.l  transported  ion  business  of 
the  harbor.  He  also  extended  his  voyages  up  the  Xorth  and  East  rivets,  engaging  in 
traffic  of  every  kind,  and  so  comlnning  the  merchant  and  the  navigator. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Vanderbilt  had  aeeirmnlated  nearly  $10,000  in  addi- 
tion to  his  property  in  vessels.  At  that  time  (1817)  he  became  eajitain  of  a small  steam- 
boat called  the  Mousp,  owned  by  a wealthy  Xew  Jerseyman.  The  m-xt*  year  lie  was  pnt 
in  command  of  a Inrger  steamboat,  which  remained  over  night  at  Xew  Prunswick. 
Thither  he  removed  his  family,  and  became  the  successful  ]mopriotor  of  a hotel  tliere  for 
tlio  accommodation  of  travvllers.  In  that  hoted  hi.s  son  and  successor,  'William  H. 
Vanderbilt,  was  born  in  1821.  Such  was  thc‘‘  Commodore's”  introduction  to  the  steam- 
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IIlSTOiiY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


in  18r>S,  and  in  ISC-I  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  corporation.  Aft(*r 
his  death,  in  1ST7,  Ids  .son,  William  11.  Vanderbilt,  was  elected  jii'esi- 
dent,  and  h/y  son  Cornelius  was  cho.sen  vice-president.  J.  11.  IJiitter 
was  chosen  president  in  l 

boat  business,  in  wLicli  he  so  i)rotitabIy  engaj^^etl.  Alter  serving  twelve  years  he  i>ur- 
chased  the  vessel  he  coiimiaiuled  of  the  cnviu-r,  and  became  master  m the  business  in  iS'i'J. 

During  the  next  twenty  years  Vanderbilt  built  steamboats,  establislied  opposition  lines 
to  various  monopolies,  and  drove  some  or  his  competitors  Irom  tlie  tiold.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  he  received  the  title  of  “ Commodore.”  When  the  discoveries  of  gold  m 
California  caused  a lino  of  steamships  to  be  established  between  New  York  and  Panama, 
Vanderbilt  proceeded  to  form  an  opposition  line  to  San  Francisco  liy  way  of  Nicaragua, 
having  first  obtained  valuable  charter  2>ri'’iieges  from  that  government.  The  Transit 
Company  was  formed.  Vanderbilt  constructed  first  class  steam.ships  on  the  Atlaruic  and 
Pacific  sides  of  the  isthmus,  and  a semi-monthly  line  between  Neva  \ork  and  San  Praii- 
cisco  was  i>ut  into  ojieratioa  in  lS-31.  In  bS3o  ’N'aiiderbilt  sold  lus  vtissels  to  the  Transit 
Comjiany. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  was  now  a very  ricli  man,  and  in  1853  he  made  a tour  of  Euroiiean  pnrt.s 
in  his  fine  steamship  Xorlh  Slur,  with  Ins  family.  His  reception  everywhere  jiartook  of 
the  character  of  an  ovation.  liis  voyage  occnjiied  about  four  months,  and  the  distance 
travelled  was  about  15,000  miles.  The  liev.  3rlr.  Choules,  a Lajitist  clergjnnan,  accom- 
panied them,  and  wrote  an  account  of  the  trip.  Mr.  Vanderbilt  afterward  established  a 
line  of  steamships  between  New  York  and  Havre,  building  a number  of  superb  vessels 
for  the  purpose.  Among  them  was  the  Vam.krbiU,  whicli  cost  !^S00,000.  Wlien,  in  1802, 
his  country  was  in  2^eril  and  in  distress  tor  want  ot  means  tor  trausiiortation,  he  gen- 
erously jircsented  to  his  government  this  magnificent  vessel  of  5000  tons  burden,  for 
which  jjatriotic  and  munificent  gift  Congress  thanked  him  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 
Mr.  Vanderbilt  laul  then  disposed  of  all  his  ships.  He  had  been  the  owner  of  more  than 
one  hundred  water  craft,  from  las  hundred  doU;u-  sail-boat  to  bis  $800,000  steamshiii. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  now  turned  his  attention  to  railroad  matters  almost  exclusively,  and 
became  the  controlling  owner  of  the  Harlem,  the  Hudson  River,  and  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral railroads.  In  this  siiccius  of  ]u-o2ierty  and  in  other  railroad  securities’  he  chietiy 
“ ojieratcd.”  He  made  the  roads  which  ho  maii.iged  the  best  juiying  and  the  best 
equipped  roads  in  the  cwuntry.  Under  his  direction  the  Grand  Central  Dei»ot  at  Forty- 
second  Street,  and  the  vast  im2»rovements  betwoen  it  and  the  Hc.rlem  River,  were  con- 
structed. His  financial  career  was  successful  until  the  last,  and  he  left,  as  we  have  said, 
pro^ierty  valued  at  $l00,0ou.b(i0. 

In  August,  ISOS.  5lrs.  Vainlerliilt,  one  of  the  noblest  of  women,  died.  Thirteen  chil- 
dren had  blessed  their  union.  In  August.  isr.O,  IMr.  Vanderbilt  married  ^liss  France.s 
Crawford,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  whose  devotion  to  and  religious  intluence  over  lier  hus- 
band was  most  salutary.  Ho  became  interested  in  the  ministrations  of  Dr  Deems,  pa.stor 
of  the  Churoli  of  the  Strangers,  in  Mercer  Street,  and  when  the  church  edifice  v as  sold  in 
1873  Mr.  Vanderbilt  bought  it  for  $50,000,  and  gave  it  to  the  minister  for  the  use  of  his 
Congregation.  The  same  year  he  mnnificenrly  endowed  a university  at  Nashville.  Ten- 
nessee, the  name  of  which  was  changed  to  \ aiiderbilt  T^niversity.  Subseunent  dona- 
tions by  him  made  his  aggregate  gifts  to  the  institution  $l,(t()0,0()0. 

In  person  5Ir.  Vanderbilt  was  erect  until  the  last.  In  his  diet  he  was  simple  and  even 
abstemious.  Ho  was  one  of  the  finest  siieeimens  of  manly  vigor  until  pa^t  fourscore  years 
of  ago.  His  equanimity  of  te-nqc.’r  was  remarkable,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty  years  the 
wear  and  tear  of  an  exceedingly  active  and  excitable  life  seemed  not  to  have  atfected  liirn. 
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LMOST  shnultaiieously  with  the  inveritioii  of  the  recording 


telegra})h  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  was  the  discovery  of  the 
daguerreoty})e  ])rocoss  of  producing  ])ictures,  which  ijegan  a wonderful 
revolution  in  the  aits  of  design  and  its  great  and  inonientous  improve- 
ment by  citizens  of  Xe\v  Yoi’k.  The  jirocess  Avas  so  named  from  its 
discoverer,  L.  J.  iM.  Daguerre,  a French  scene  and  ])anorama  painter, 
born  in  ITSO,  and  who  died  in  1S51.  lie  was  the  ir.ventor  of  the  dio- 
rama about  IS‘22. 

Daguerre  made  improvements  in  the  effect  of  pictures  by  the  skilful 
use  of  sunlight,  and  for  several  years  he  experimented  in  efforts  to  pro- 
duce fac-similes  of  pictures  and  other  objects  by  means  of  the  chemical 
action  of  sunlight  and  the  scientilic  toy  known  as  the  camera-obscura. 
At  the  same  time  another  Frenchman,  X.  Xiejice  was  making ’similar 
experiments  for  the  same  purpose.  lie  made  the  partial  discovery,  and 
late  in  1S20  Daguerre  and  Xiepce  united  to  develop  and  perfect  it. 

After  the  death  of  Xiepce,  in  ls:>o,  Daguerre  prosecuted  his  experi- 
ments and  researches  alone,  and  made  such  great  inijirovements  in  the 
])rocess  that  Xiepce’s  son  consented  that  the  discovery  and  invention 
should  be  kmiwu  as  Daguerre's,  instead  of  the  names  of  both,  as  had 
been  agret^d. 

At  a session  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Jamuaiw,  1S31Y  A.  Arago, 
the  eminent  Frencli  ])hiloso])her,  amiounced  the  discovmy.  Profound 
interest  Avas  at  once  excited.  This  was  intensiticd  1)V  the  exhibition, 
soon  afterward,  of  jiietures  tidcen  from  statues  by  tiie  ]>ro('ess.  in  the 
summer  of  the  same  year  i)agu(']-re  offered  the  French  Government  to 
make  the  invention  jmblic  for  an  annuity  of  four  thousand  franes  for 
Xiepce's  son,  and  the  same  amount  for  himself.  The  oifer  was 
accepted,  and  tlu‘  sum  to  be  ])aid  to  Daguei’re  Avas  increased  to  six 
thousand  francs  on  conditiim  that  he  should  also  mnke  ])ubiic  the  secret 
method  of  producing  dioramas,  and  any  improvement  he  might  make  in 
the  dagnerreotvpe.  Daa'uerre  Avas  also  made  an  oIIumu*  of  the  Legion 
of  Donor. 

At  the  time  of  this  Avonderiul  rcAxdation,  Profess<.)r  l\[orso  Avas  in 


hiiS-  dim.  ^ I 


-j\i7  T- . ^ ■ ■'•  nv/  Jrn:^7  ‘Ic*;; yjto- -n>ili ' 

?};f :-tj'f:vV'U ji; 


/■ ' -d'By^'^mi 

'N.  ; 

>'-',  • . ..  . 

' .. ’3.^/1^' ’’.-u 

' ';  ■ ■ ■ 

i\r>  ? Tf^rsr. kf/  4‘.?.:;?r  < ' ,■  ' . ■ nj 

f*':  4fv  ; '-IS.  1,:;  /<!  )rt 


'•  ' . l?  viii'A/ ,fy.rT,<. 

' rr,  OMtS'  ;sl 

~ J -''^  “ ’J 

/'•  - 

1 -ir ' f't'|fi-ii'M>'j;ti?  ^-,; 

:] 

?^i7H'  ff.  uh\hnfi^.  ,sdf^ 

.d 

j.'~  : V : '■  

' dl  }-ij 

-.'X'  5 '!^)ilT«*t;  :;  -iiju'  M,  4.v^’  <fd* 

j'^'':r;.  /; : I -Ji  i<>t  ^ 


lUHf^:;  '! V77'>VW;:,>>!i  i7 , 7 ,JTO;  4'* 


<'■>  :■ 
VM  . •I'.J'.''.  .V'' 


^ : 


• ^.'  ^ -,1,  ;x‘.  . r-,.  ••>•  :_._  . / . . , n:-  ,- . , .••'-y:---  - 

Ai.''  i'\'rir4^i^iih  ' ' •*  ».  ylj'i^u  '‘-.  ;:^}i;?^-.w-:-^a' 

i1y 5’f’ ' ‘L  i'  .1)  ■ 

■ ^ - i.  ■■ ..  • -'’,  ■'  ;■•  - ,/'  v''vv  Viivy  . , -■  . • ■-  -s"'  - ' 


'^'"  ' '^T'^V' rr4  nrjifrv’' T * u* ,:f 


-■  . .'  ^,di'  V'^'^  , 


f'  ••  ^ 


'5?Ar  )•■  • '''^'J»^ 


.'JCK^Ui  i 


...  , , . .,...^ „-.  ..A,.  • .A.- 

.h'  '■'  '.y 7':,-..-37:;^v--^  -r  V' 7' ' 


■;  : : t ''ylfK'''.'y..‘-l'<'  ..  v ;?.-  '"~  i-.'^^SlH  '’'  ’’“v-?- 


408 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


]\iris  seeking  officiul  recognition  f('>r  liis  more  wonderful  invention. 
Tlirouo-h  the  kindness  of  ^fr.  AValsh.  the  Amei’icaii  consul  at  Paris, 

O 

iMorse  and  Daguerre  had  a ])ersonal  interview,  and  exhibited  their 
respective  inventions  to  each  other.  Daguerre  ]n'oniiscd  to  send  to 
T^lorse  a descri])tive  publication  lie  was  to  make  so  soon  as  his  pension 
sliould  be  secured. 

Daguerre  kept  his  promise.  P)V  the  hand  of  'SI.  Segur  lie  sent  a 
copy  of  his  pamphlet  to  i^^orse,  who  was  undoubtedly  the  first  recipient 
of  the  work  in  this  country.  It  contained  illustrative  diagrams,  and 
these  the  writer  of  these  pages  reproduced  for  Professor  l^tlajies's 
“American  llejiository  of  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Manufactures.’'  This 
was  in  the  autumn  of  ISdbA 

Professor  IMorse  took  the  descri])tion  and  drawings  to  George  SV. 
Prosch,  an  instrument -maker  in  the  basement  of  Ao.  11:^  Aassaii 
Street.  In  less  than  a month  after  the  pam]dilct  wnis  received,  or  in 
October,  ISoO,  the  instrument  was  finished,  and  the  first  daguerreotype 
ever  produced  in  the  Pnited  vStates  was  by  Professor  IMorse.  He 
])laced  the  camera-obscura  on  the  steps  leading  dowm  to  Prosch's  shop, 
and  the  picture  taken  was  that  of  tlie  Prick  Church  (Dr.  Spring's)  and 
tlie  City  Hall,  In  tlie  foreground  was  a hackney-coach  and  hoi'ses,  and 
the  driver  asleep  on  the  seat.  This  picture  was  a great  curiosity. 

The  process  was  very  slow.  Dr.  John  AT.  Dra])crf  took  great  in- 

* James  J.  !Mapes,  LL.D.,  a practical  cliemist,  was  bom  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  May, 
ISOS,  and  died  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  January,  ISOG.  • He  was  a man  of  varied  learning  arnl 
accomplishments,  with  a genius  for  art,  a love  for  science,  a taste  for  mechanics,  and 
eminently  social  in  his,  habits.  He  was  a very  popular  and  highly  esteemed  citizen. 
He  was  a professor  of  chemistry  and  n.atural  philosophy  in  the  National  Academy  of  the 
Arts  of  Design.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  devoted  Ids  talents  to  the  pursidt  of 
agricultural  science,  with  groat  success  as  a farmer,  near  Newark.  Trofessor  31apes 
edited  the  WorL-ia^i  Firmer.  He  manufactured  a fertilizer  called  “ nitrogenized  super- 
pliosphate."  His  lectures  and  essays  on  agriculture  and  cognate  sciences  were  exceed- 
ingly useful,  and  his  “ American  Repository  of  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Mannfactnres,”  in 
four  volumes,  attest  his  industry  and  judgment. 

\ John  Vrilliam  Draper,  iM.Tk,  LL.D.,  was  born  near  I.ivei7iool.  England,  in  May. 
ISll  ; was  educated  in  scientitic  studies  in  the  T’niversity  of  LoiuLm,  and  came  to 
.Xiutuica  in  ISJd.  At  the  Enivau-sity  of  I’ennsylvania  ho  continued  his  medical  and 
chemical  studies,  and  tliore  took  Ids  degree  of  i\[.D.  In  lS;>d-oO  he  was  p’-ofessor  of 
chemistry,  natural  pldlo.sophy,  and  phy.siology  in  Hampden-Sidney  College.  Virginia. 
Dr.  Draper  was  connected,  as  professor,  with  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York 
from  1839  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  January,  1882.  He  aided  in 
establishing  the  University  Medicc.l  College,  of  avhicli  lie  wjis  appointed  professor  of 
chemistry  in  1841.  Eroni  18.10  he  was  president  of  the  medical  faculty  of  tlie  University 
until  his  death.  In  1874  he  was  chosen  pi'esident  of  the  scientitic  department  of  the 
institution. 

Dr.  Draper  was  one  of  the  mo.st  patient,  industnons  careful,  and  acute  scientitic 
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terest  in  the  di.^covery,  and  believed  in  its  iiTeat  possil'ilities.  lie  and 
Morse  exj)eriiiiented  to^’etlier.  Tliei*e  seeineil  har<Ily  a possibility  of 
taking  a picture  of  the  human  lorni  without  some  material  modilications 
of  the  jirocess.  The  first  thing  of  importance  was  to  get  a good  work- 
ing achromatic  lens,  ami  the  second,  chemicals  moi'e  sensitive  to  the 
action  of  light  than  iodine,  which  Daguerre  had  useii  m ])re])ai'ing  the 
])lates.  To  this  end  Dr.  Draper  liroiight  his  knowle(\ij;-e  of  chemistry 
and  the  ])roperty  ot  light  to  bear,  and  succeeded.  He  took  the  lirst 
})ortrait  from  the  living  human  face  with  the  cyos  by  the  daguer- 
rian  process. 

]\Ieanwhile  Professor  ]\forse  had  been  experimenting.  From  a 
window  of  the  University  he  took  a fair  picture  of  the  tower  of  the 
(diurcli  of  the  Messiah,  on  Proadway,  and  surrounding  buildings,  on  a 
))late  the  size  of  a ])laving-card.  Afterward,  in  a studio  which  he  and 
JT'ofessor  Dra])er  had.  erected  on  the  roof  of  the  University,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  likenesses  from  the  human  ligure.  The  ])rocess  was 
so  slow  it  took  nearly  hfteen  minutes  at  a sitting,  and  the  suliject  had 
to  have  the  eyes  closed.  In  this  way  he  took  the  likeness  of  his 
daughter  and  a young  lady  Uiis  kinswimian,  whom  he  aftenvard  mar- 
ried, and  who  survives  him),  who  sat  with  their  bonnets  on  and  their 
eyes  closed.  Tins  picture  and  others  taken  at  the  time  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  Vassal’  College,  at  Poughkee})sie.  The  discovery  of  Professor 
Draper,  in  the  autumn  of  ISh'.h  greatly  facilitating  the  ])rocess,  is  the 
real  beginning  of  the  wonderful  and  useful  art  now  known  as  photog- 
raphy, the  legitimate  otTsjiring  of  the  daguerreoty])e  invention. 

Operators  immediately  appeared.  Prosch,  who  made  the  first 
daguei’reoty[>e  instrument,  opened  the  first  daguerriaii  gallery  on 
tlie  corner  of  Proadway  and  Liberty  Street,  and  his  first  sitter  was 
Professor  Charles  E.  AVest,  of  the  Piitgei's  Female  Institute.  The 
sunlight  was  reflected  full  on  his  face  by  a mirn.u-  suspended  outside 


iuvestigiitors.  His  industry  in  experimental  researches  ^vas  marvellous,  and  his  publica- 
tions through  various  vehicles  on  scientihe  sulpects  are  very  voluminous.  To  him  is 
due  the  knowledge  of  many  fundamental  facts  eamcerning  the  }iheaomena  of  the  spec- 
trum, of  light  and  heat.  His  researches  materially  aided  in  developing  the  great  dis- 
covery of  Daguerre,  lii  ISTd  the  Rumforil  gold  medal  was  Viestowed  upon  him  by  the 
.\tuerican  Academy  of  .Sciences  for  his  researches  in  radiant  energy. 

Dr.  Draper  was  equally  industrious  in  researches  and  ('xpositions  in  other  departments 
of  learning.  His  “ History  of  the  Intellectual  Dev(  lopuu nt  of  Europe,”  ‘‘  Thoughts  on 
the  Future  I’oliey  of  America,”  “ lTuloso]'hicaI  History  ot  the  Civil  V/ar  in  .\merica,” 
ami  “ History  ot  the  Contlict  between  Science  and  Religion,”  are  all  works  which 
attest  his  profundity  of  liiiowledge.  piiih.'sophic.d  tone  of  miiul,  c.nd  grasp  of  intellect- 
ual forces. 
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the  window.  One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  early  operatoi's  was 
A.  S.  Wolcott,  who  Ijad  his  estaldishment  on  the  corner  of  ilroadway 
and  Chambers  Street. 

Tlie  honor  given  Dr.  Drapei’  lias  lieen  claimed  liy  others,  hut  with- 
out substantial  proof  of  correctness.  Die  Draper  first  gave  an  account 
of  his  improvement  in  a note  to  the  editor  of  the  London  Philosophical 
JSLcujazlwp  in  ^larch,  lS4o,  in  which  he  announced  that  he  had  ]>rovcn 
it  to  be  ])ossible,  by  ]iliotogenic  process,  such  as  tlie  daguerreotyjie,  to 
obtain  likenesses  from  life. 

The  daguerreotype  process  v as  soon  succeeded  by  the  photographic 
process  ; indeed  tlie  latter  s|)eedily  sujierseded  the  former  altogether  in 
the  ]U’oduction  of  sun-pictures,  because  the  images  made  by  it  Avere 
capable  of  indefinite  multiplication  from  the  original  or  “negative," 
as  it  is  termed,  Avhich  is  on  glass. 

Wedgwood  and  Sii*  Humphry  Davy,  in  ex])erimenting,  had  been 
successful  in  making  “ negatives'’  on  leather  imbued  Avith  a solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  and  exposing  it  under  the  images  of  a magic-lantern 
slide.  But  these  images  were  e\’'anescent,  and  their  experiments  Avere 
useless. 

So  early  as  1S35  Dr.  Drajicr  began  a series  of  jiapers  in  tlie  Journal 
of  the  FranJJln  Jnstltofe  on  the  sulijectof  photogenic  methods.  Tn  his 
experiments  thus  reported  he  had  used  bromide  of  sih^r  and  other  com- 
pounds much  more  sensitive  to  light  than  any  that  had  hitherto  been 
used.  The  discoveries  of  Daguerre  and  Aiepce,  }mblicly  announced  in 
1S30,  aroused  the  attention  of  scientists  to  the  sidiject  of  photogeny, 
and  in  England  A\  illiam  Jl.  Talbot,  Avho  had  made  the  discovery  of  a 
method  for  ])hotographing  fm  ]iaper  in  L'^33  or  1S34,  at  once  announced 
a process  Avhich  he  called  (kdotype  or  ])hotogenic  Avi'iting.  It  Avas  also 
called  Taibotype.  It  consisted  essentially  in  covering  a sheet  of  ])aper 
Avith  a changeable  salt  of  silver,  exposing  it  on  a camera,  and  develop- 
ing the  latent  imag’c  by  a solution  of  gallic  acid.  The  result  Avas  a 
“negative" — that  is,  a.  photograph  in  which  the  light  sand, shadows 
ansAver  respectively  to  the  shadows  and  lights  of  the  original.  These 
negatives  are  now  made  on  ]ilate  glass.  It  had  the  advantage  o\'er 
Daguerre's  process,  that  it  Avas  ca]iable  of  multiplication  ; yet  the 
daguerreotvjie  had  an  advantagig  which  it  has  to  the  jiresent  day — 
namely,  its  images  Avere  excjuisitely  defined  and  sharp,  and  given  Avitli 
microscojiic  minuteness. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  photograph,  vast  and  valuable  improA’c- 
ments  haA'(\])(M>n  made  in  its  methods  and  ]U’oduets,  not  oidy  in  beauty 
but  in  permanence  ; and  to-day  it  is  playing  a most  ini})ortant  part  in 
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the  realm  of  tlie  fine  arts,  in  literature,  in  science,  tlie  useful  arts,  and 
in  common,  everv-day  life.  Pliotograpliy  is  now  followed  by  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  tliousands  as  an  industrial  ])ursuit,  and  enters  largely 
into  literary  pi’oductions  and  vailous  processes  of  the  graphic  art. 

Among  the  living  and  active  photographers  in  the  city  of  Aew  York, 
Yr.  C.  1).  Fredricks  and  Yr.  William  Kurtz  have  ])ossibly  done  more 
to  develop  tlie  advantages  and  illnstinte  the  time  character,  mission, 
and  influence  of  the  art  than  any  of  their  compeers.  fUr.  Fi'edricks 
may  properly  lie  classed  as  a veteran  and  a benefactor  of  the  photo- 
graphic art.  IFis  earlier  life  ^vas  an  eventful  one,  and  the  outline  of  it, 
which  is  given  below,  is  full  of  hints  for  a romance.'^ 

* Mr.  Fredricks  was  born  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  in  1823.  When  he  was  a lad  his 
father  sent  him  to  Havana,  wliere  he  remained  a year  and  acquired  a knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  language,  which  was  afterward  of  great  service  to  him.  On  his  return  he  in- 
tended to  complete  his  collegiate  studies,  but  tlie  financial  crash  of  1837  swept  away  his 
father’s  fortune,  and  young  Fredricks  was  compelled  to  seek  some  occupation  for  a 
livelihood.  With  a South  Street  mercantile  firm  he  was  engaged  about  two  years,  when 
he  entered  the  banking-house  of  Cammaun  k Whitehouse,  in  Wall  Street. 

Fredricks  had  a brother  in  Venezuela.  Having  received  from  him  glowing  accounts 
of  business  prospects  in  that  country,  and  stimulated  by  a love  of  adventure  and  tlie 
expectation  of  speedily  winning  a largo  fortune  there,  he  purchased  an  assortment  of 
goods  suitalde  to  that  market,  and  with  S4u0  ca.sh— his  whole  fortune  at  that  time — he 
.sailed  for  Angostura  in  1843.  Ho  had  wisely  refiected  that  the  bright  dream  might  pos- 
sibly prove  delusive,  that  he  might  lose  his  venture,  and  before  he  started  he  received 
some  lessons  in  dagueiTeotyping  from  2i[r.  J.  Gurney,  the  knowledge  of  which  might  be 
a resource  to  fall  back  upon  in  case  of  a failure  of  his  mercantile  operation.  He  took 
with  him  a complete  dagucrreotyi)e  ap))aratus  and  a small  stock  of  plates. 

At  Angostura  Fredricks  went  through  the  usual  ])rocess  of  paying  duties  on  his  goods, 
but  when  the  custom-house  ofiicer  came  to  liis  daguerreotype  instrument  he  was  i>uzzled. 
He  had  never  seen  nor  heard  of  such  a thing  before,  and  he  refused  to  let  it  }>ass  unless 
Air.  Fredricks  would  pay  a heavy  duty  on  it.  This  he  would  not  do,  and  was  making 
arrangements  to  reship  it  to  New  York,  when  a singular  circumstance  changed  his  plans, 
and  perchance  his  whole  suhserpient  career. 

Air.  Fredricks  was  the  guest  of  the  principal  meivhant  of  Angostura,  AVhile  he  was 
making  arrimgemcnts  for  sending  his  goods  up  tlie  river  to  S:m  i'eniando,  where  his 
brother  resided,  a child  of  his  iiospitable  friend  died.  One  of  the  merchant's  ch  rks 
had  infonned  his  enqdoyor  of  tlio  nature  of  Mr.  Fredricks's  dauaerreotype  instrument, 
an<l  of  Its  detention  at  the  custom-house.  I'he  merchant  went  imim  diately  to  the  latter, 
paid  the  duty  demanded,  and  had  the  apparatus  sent  to  the  r(>om  of  his  guest.  He  thou 
asked  Air.  Fredricks  to  take  a picture  of  his  dead  child.  Though  rather  doubting  his 
ability  to  luake  a satisfactory  likeness,  ho  said,  “ I’ll  try." 

Information  of  theiutetidcd  operation  spread  over  the  town,  and  at  the  hour  appointed 
the  room  was  filled  rvith  the  principal  inhabitants  of  ,\ngostura  to  witness  the  event. 
The  operation  was  perfectly  successful.  The  }>eopIe  were  astonished.  Ftov  lia<l  even 
hoard  of  the  great  discovery,  and  none  had  seen  its  wc>rk.  The  operator  received  the 
most  tempting'  "li' rs  to  induce  liimto  stay  and  take  the  lik<  :n -s.  s of  ever\body.  He  <lid 
so.  He  sent  his  goods  up>  the  river  to  the  care  of  his  brotljer.  and  in  three  weeks  he 
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After  long  and  varied  experience  in  the  business  of  pliotogi’a})hv,  as 
set  forth  in  the  snhjoiiUHl  foot-note,  Mr.  Fredricks,  on  returning  to  the 
city  of  A"ew  York  from  Paris  in  l.s5:5,  formed  a ])artnership  with  Mr. 

earned  $1000  with  his  dagueiTeotype  instrument.  Then  he  sent  to  New  York  for  a large 
.supply  of  materials.  While  wailing  for  their  arrival  he  went  up  to  San  Fernando,  ex- 
changed his  goods  for  hides,  which  he  shi{)]>ed  to  New  York,  and  returning  to  Angostura 
he  proceeded  to  visit  tlie  islands  of  Tobago  and  St.  Vincent,  where  he  was  very  succe.ss- 
ful  in  his  new  profession. 

Mr.  Fredricks  desired  to  go  to  Brazil,  but  there  was  no  coastwise  conveyance  from 
Angostura,  to  which  place  he  had  returned  There  he  made  the  actpiaintance  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  Rio  Negro  (a  wild  country  inhabited  by  many  Indian  tribes^, 
who  suggested  a plan  of  going  up  the  Orinoco  River  and  down  the  Amazon.  He  guaran- 
teed to  Fredricks  thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  Indian  portraits.  He  also  agreed  to 
forward  Mr.  Fredricks  and  his  brother,  who  accompanied  him.  to  Brazil.  The  ]Ourney 
was  undertaken,  and  a series  of  wild  and  dangerous  adventures  was  experienced.  Tiie 
journey  consumed  nine  months. 

Ascending  the  Orinoco  in  a big  cc.noe,  with  Indian  attendants,  they  came  to  the  rapids 
of  Maypures,  where  the  Indians  unloaded  the  vessel  in  order  to  carry  it  and  its  contents 
to  still  water  above.  The  lirotliers  occupied  a hut  that  night.  In  the  morning,  to  their 
dismay,  they  found  the  Indians  were  all  gone,  with  the  canoe  and  the  provisions  ! After 
suffering  twenty  days  from  hunger,  fever  and  ague,  swarms  of  biting  insects,  and  da.ngers 
from  alligators  and  venomous  snakes,  they  were  picked  up  by  some  government  officials 
and  soldiers  from  Caracas,  and  taken  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon,  where  they  embarked 
for  New  York,  to  recruit  their  strength. 

Love  of  adventure  and  a hope  of  gain  took  Fredricks  back  to  Para  the  next  year, 
where  he  established  a gallery,  and  was  very  successful.  He  visited  other  places  with 
eipial  success.  After  a Hying  visit  to  New  York  lie  went  back,  visited  Bahia,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  other  places.  He  crossed  tlie  province  of  Rio  Grande  in  company  with 
Edward  Hopkins  and  George  A.  Brandreth  (a  .son  of  Dr.  Brandreth).  of  New  York,  who 
were  on  their  way  to  Paraguay.  They  transported  their  baggage  in  an  ox-cart,  stopping 
long  enough  at  each  village  to  take  the  likenesses  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  Coin 
being  scarce,  a horse  was  generally  given  in  exchange  for  each  picture,  and  at  tlie  end  of 
the  journey  our  pliotogr.ipher  up[)eared  in  patriarchal  style,  surrounded  by  an  immense 
drove  of  horses,  which  he  sold  for  .$3  each. 

At  San  Borja  Fredricks  met  Bon[)land,  the  celebrated  naturalist  and  tlie  companion 
of  Humboldt.  With  this  traveller  he  embarked  in  a small  boat  to  descend  the  river  to 
[Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres.  On  the  way  Bonpland  paid  a visit  to  the  governors  of 
Corrientes  and  Fntre  Rios.  One  of  them  desired  Fredricks  to  take  his  likeness.  He 
asked  Bonpland  what  remuneration  lie  should  make  tlm  artist 

»■  None  whatever,*'  said  the  traveller  ; “ it  i.s  a compliment  to  your  Excellency.” 

This  did  not  satisfy  tlie  governor,  and  as  the  travellers  were  about  to  leave  the  shore, 
some  Indians  came,  lca<ling  a large  tiger,  which  they  chained  securely  in  the  bow  ot  the 
boat,  .saying.  “A  present  trom  the  governor  to  the  young  .\merican.'’  This  was  to  pay 
for  the  daguerreotype  of  the  governor  What  to  do  witli  the  animal  was  a serious  ques- 
tion ; it  wouid  not  do  to  decline  to  receive  it  Bonpland  was  in  mortal  fear  of  tlie  animal. 
It  was  harmless,  liowever.  and  died  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Fredricks  returned  to  New  York  in  lbo3  raid  proceeded  to  Paris,  wluu’e  tlio  photographic 
art  was  much  inferior  in  its  development  to  the  .irt  in  Nev.-  Y'ork.  'I'here  he  made  a 
great  advance  in  the  art,  taking  portraits  life  size  and  tinishing  them  with  orayon.-^  He 
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Gurney,  a skilful  operator.  They  were  together  about  ten  years, 
when,  in  ISaa,  Mr.  Frecb’icks  opened  a large  photograpliic  gallery  on 
J^roadway,  opposit(‘  tin;  Metropolitan  Jlotid,  with  a coi*ps  of  Frencdi 
artists  whom  he  had  brought  from  Paris,  and  introduced  photography 
on  a grand  scale,  making  life-size  portraits.  There  he  remained  twenty 
years,  until  Ijiirned  out  in  ]ST<b  when  ho  removed  to  his  present  quar- 
ters, Xo.  TTo  P>roadway.  In  IS.jT  iMr.  Fredricks  married  iMiss  IMarie 
Laura  Barron,  and  has  five  children. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  only  a lixed  proportion  of  the  population 
has  an  inborn  taste  for  the  line  arts,  and  that  the  widespread  demand 
for  art  productions  now  observed  in  the  city  of  Xew  York,  as  else- 
where, indicates  only  the  increase  in  the  numl^ers  of  the  population. 
This  theory  does  not  seem  to  be  sustained  lyv  facts.  Fine-art  produc- 
tions placed  before  tlie  public  have  certainly  multiplied  the  lovers  of 
art  in  much  greater  pro[)ortion  than  the  increase  of  population,  in  a 
given  time,  than  ever  before,  either  by  creating  a taste  or  developing  a 
taste  for  the  line  arts  in  individuals.  In  this  good  work  Mr.  Kurt/., 
one  of  the  leading  pln^tographers  of  Xew  York  City,  has  borne  and  is 
l>earing  a conspicuous  part. 

Mr.  Kurtz  is  a German  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  a village  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Darmstadt,  m ^lay,  1S34,  where  he  received  a 
common-school  education.  He  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children.  Ills 
father  dying  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  mother  placed 
linn  as  a clerk  with  a merchant  at  Frankfort-oii-the-Main.  The  busi- 
ness was  distasteful  to  him,  for  he  had  a taste  and  talent  for  art,  and 
he  was  a failui’e  as  a merchant's  clerk.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a iitliogra|)her  at  OlYeiibach  for  four  years.  The 
story  of  his  suicseijuent  career  is  interesting.^ 


was  the  first  who  luailo  photo<^niphs  of  thi.s  kind.  He  remained  in  Iku'is  about 
six  months,  when,  believing  that  the  novelty  of  life-size  portraits  painted  by  French 
artists  would  be  very  popular  and  becotne  a profitable  business  in  New  York,  he  deter- 
mined to  establish  himself  jiGrmanently  in  tliat  citv. 

*■  .\t  twenty  year-*  of  age  young  Kurtz  was  drafted  into  the  intautry  service  at  Worms, 
and  leaving  (iermany  joined  tlie  British-derman  Legion  and  engiiged  in  the  Crimean 
war.  At  the  conclusion  of  [>eace  he  went  to  London  and  unsuccessfully  sought  employ- 
ment as  a iitho'jir  iplier.  He  became  a teacher  of  drawing  and  loreman  in  a carmine 
tactory  The  finanei.ii  revulsion  m IHST  deprived  him  of  emjiloy merit,  and  he  went  to 
sea  as  a green  sailor  before  the  mast,  making  sev(’ral  voyages.  Finally,  wlule  on  a voyage 
from  England  to  California  with  a cargo  of  co.d.  his  vessel  was  wrecked  below  tin'  etpia- 
tor.  The  crew  were  picked  up  by  an  English  shi[>  bound  tor  Calcutta.  They  were 
s}ieedilv  transferred  to  an  American  shi))  bound  for  Hanpdon  Roads,  Virurinia.  From 
that  port  lie,  witii  other  seamen,  v.ent  to  tin*  .S:uh'rs' Snug  Harl»or  in  New  Vor!;.  in 
Christmas  weck,  Ibfifi.  When  he  arrived  there  he  had  ]ust  ten  cents  mills  monkey- 
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Great  changes  in  the  locahiies  of  business  centres  were  begun  in  this 
decade.  AVe  have  already  noticed  the  localities  of  groups  of  various 
kinds  of  business  previous  to  tlie  year  ISBO,  and  the  first  migrations 
from  these  grou})s. 

The  great  lire  in  December,  1S35,  caused  a much  greater  migration, 
especially  in  one  branch  of  business,  than  had  yet  been  seen.  The 
locality  of  that  lii’e,  as  we  have  observed,  was  the  ciiief  centre  of  the 
wholesale  dry-goods  business.  The  smitten  district  was  soon  rebuilt 
Avith  far  superior  structures,  but  the  inordinate  demands  of  the  ownei*s 
for  rent  caused  the  former  occipiants  to  push  across  AVall  Street.. 

jacket.  AVliile  tarrying  there  he  saw  in  a Kew  Y'ork  paper  an  advertisement  for  an  artist 
to  retouch  photographs  at  an  establishment  in  the  Ihowery.  He  Avent  to  the  city,  and 
was  employed  there. 

AVhen  the  Civil  AVar  broke  out  in  1801,  Air.  Kurtz  took  the  preliminary  steps  toAvard 
becoming  a naturalized  citizen.  He  left  the  city  Avith  the  Seventh  Regiment  National 
Guard,  for  AVashington,  and  remained  with  it  in  the  capacity  of  sergeant  until  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  enlistment— three  months.  In  1803  he  took  charge  of  the  artistic 
department  of  a Broadway  gallery,  and  the  next  year  he  married  Aliss  Clotilde  Raede. 
In  18G5  he  started  a photograpliic  gallery  of  his  own  tar  up  Broadway,  A\here  Lord  & 
Taylor’s  store  now  is,  and  in  the  same  year  he  introduced  the  carbon  process,  Avhich 
renders  photographs  altogether  unaltcrahlo  in  the  air.  He  also  introduced  porcelain 
miniatures.  At  the  annual  fair  of  the  American  Institute,  held  in  the  autumn  of  1805, 
he  received  the  lirst  medal  of  that  institution  for  superior  photographs. 

In  1800  Air.  Kurtz  made  a revolution  in  photography  by  introducing  the  “ Rembrandt 
effect,  ” Avhieh  method  ha.s  been  adopted  at  all  the  chief  photographic  galleries  of  the 
Avorld.  In  1870  he  received  at  the  ICiris  Exposition  the  first  ]u’eiuium  for  sujierior 
photograj)hs.  It  A\as  the  first  medal  that  ever  came  to  the  United  States  as  a premium 
for  photographs.  At  the  A’ienna  Exhibition  in  1873  he  received  the  first  and  greatest 
awards  for  portraits— the  Aledal  of  Progress  and  tlic  Aledal  of  Art  (medal  for  good  taste) 
combined. 

In  1874  Air.  Kurtz  ojicned  the  Kurtz  Gallery,  on  Aladison  Sejuare,  a model  building  for 
the  exhibition  of  photographs  and  productions  in  every  other  department  of  art.  Ho 
inA'ested  $130,000  in  that  building  and  its  equipment.  The  next  year  he  introduced  the 
“ transfer  crayon”  portraits,  Avhieh  abolish  crayon  drawings  on  photograi)hie  bases. 
The  process  he  kept  seert-t.  In  1870  Ids  name  was  first  mentioned  by  tbe  ]urors  at  the 
('entonnial  Exhibition  at  Phihuhdphia,  in  their  report.  “ fur  general  artistic  excellence 
in  all  styles  of  portrait  photograpiiy,  plain,  crayon,  oil.  and  ])astel,  and  for  a new  process 
of*<making  durable  crayons.”  He  Avas  the  only  artist  Avhose  crayon  draAvings  Avere 
admitted  as  *•  Avorks  ot  art”  to  Alomorial  Hall  (where  photographs  Avere  exedudedf  by  a 
committee  of  eminent  artists.  Orders  for  his  crayon  draAvings  have  been  received  from 
Paris  and  other  cities  of  Euro])e. 

In  1880  Air.  Kurtz  had  received  letters-pateiit  for  the  “ vibrotype.”  an  improA'enicnt  of 
the  okl  Avay  of  taking  })hotographic  pictures  ; also  for  the  “ eonigraph,”  an  invention  for 
a variety  of  uses  for  artists  who  Avork  on  paper.  The  latter  Avas  patented  in  Prance. 

Air.  Kurtz  has  tilled  the  oTices  of  president  of  the  rrenuan  Pliot  '»gra]>ldc  Society,  vice- 
president  of  the  Auieriean  Phutographie  S uciety,  and  presid(.nt  oi  ihu  Palette  Art  As.soci- 
atioii. 
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They  made  Pine,  Cedar,  and  Liberty  streets  tlie  great  centre  of  the 
wholesale  dry-goods  trade.  Gradually  linn  after  linn  ventin-ed  upon 
Broadway  in  tlie  lower  part.  In  ISIo  a wholesale  store  oii  Broadway, 
half  a mile  from  the  Battery,  was  unknown.  The  centre  of  business 
was  then  Avitliin  a (juarter  of  a mile  of  the  Battery.  'When  a venture- 
some merchant  opened  a wholesale  store  on  the  site  of  old  Grace 
Church,  on  the  coiaier  of  Bector  Street  and  Broadway,  conservative  and 
cautious  men  said,  “ Too  high  up!’’ 

But  the  omnibuses  and  the  city  railroads  soon  wrought  a change  in 
business  and  domestic  arrangements.  These  made  transportation  to  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  miles  easier  than  foot  travel  a distance  of  half 
a mile,  and  enabled  the  merchant  and  jirofessional  man,  the  mechanic 
and  the  common  laborer,  to  have  their  homes  more  remote  from  their 
respective  places  of  employment.  The  families  of  merchants  left  the 
often  inconvenient  and  undesirable  quarters  over  the  stores  for  more 
spacious  and  comfortable  dwellings,  wliere  they  could  enjoy  more  light 
and  air.  The  city,  containing  in  184(.)  nearly  inhaliitants, 

rapidly  s|)read  out  in  fan -like  shape,  with  the  City  Hall  Ikirk  as  the 
base,  at  which  point  several  of  the  railways  still  radiate.  At  that 
])eriod  the  streets  above  Fourteenth  were  rapidly  filling  up  with  dwell- 
ings, and  very  small  stores  a.nd  shops  for  the  ^u[)})ly  of  local  wants. 

From  that  ]>eriod  extensive  retail  stores  rapidly  multiplied  on  Broad- 
way below  Canal  Street,  and  some  speedily  a|>peared  aliove  that  point. 
The  first  of  these  retail  stores  which  finally  expanded  its  enormous 
proportions  and  continued  to  our  day  vras  that  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart, 
who,  at  tlie  time  of  his  death  in  ISTd,  was  the  most  extensive  and 
])i’obably  the  wealthiest  merchant  on  the  earth. 

iMr.  Stewart  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  lie  was  born  in  LS03,  at 
a little  town  six  miles  frmn  P>elfast,  Ireland.  Left  an  orphan  under 
the  care  of  his  grandfather,  who  was  a IMethodist,  at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  he  was  e<lucateil  with  a view  to  the  ministry.  Before  he  had 
graduated  fr<'m  Trinity  College'  his  graiulfatlu'r  died,  and  he  was  left 
without  a known  ndative  in  the  world.  He  left  the  colieg'c  with  hon- 
ors, and  at  the  age  of  twenty  y(‘ai*s  came  to  .\meriea. 

IMi’.  Stewart  landed  at  the  Battery  in  H33.  His  guardian  was  a 
Friend  or  Quaker,  and  lie  gave  Stewart  letters  of  introdnctioii  to  some 
of  his  coreligionists  in  Aew  Voik.  Being  a fair  linguist  and  well  edu- 
cated, Stewart  ohtaiiu'd  a situation  in  a ])uhlic  school.  He  was  also  a 
teacher  <>f  ]x'nmanshij)  for  a whih',  and  one  of  his  piqiils  in  that  art  was 
the  lat»‘  l-'Flriim*  llarpor,  of  tiu'  lii’iii  of  Harp('i‘  A Brotln'is. 

A seemiun  ti'ivial  ein'miistanee  intro<luc('<l  him  into  tin'  nimvaiitil'e 
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world.  He  ex{)ccted  to  receive  a small  patrimony  when  he  should  lx* 
twenty-one  yeai’S  of  age.  lie  brought  some  money  with  him.  A 
young  mail  of  his  acquaintance  applied  to  liim  for  some  funds  where- 
with to  stock  a small  dry -goods  store.  Stewart  advanced  the  monev, 
the  little  store  was  stocked,  but  his  friend  could  not  go  on  with  tho 
business,  and  Stewjirt  concluded  to  undertake  it  himself. 

Stewart  went  to  Ireland  for  his  patrimony,  and  invested  SRuoo  of  it 
in  goods.  Soon  after  his  return  there  ap|)eared  in  the  J)a‘ihj  Atlcertisrr 
(September  2,  1S25)  a modest  advertisement  announcing  that  .V.  T. 
Stewart  olfered  for  sale,  at  Xo.  2^3  Broad  wav,  a o-eneral  assortment 

t.  O 

of  fresh  and  seasonable  dry  goods.”  He  had  rented  one  half  of  a store 
in  a littk‘  wooden  Iniilding  exactly  opposite  where  he  erected  his  great 
marble  building  afterward.  He  had  a sleeping-rooni  in  the  rear.  He 
moved  into  a larger  store,  at  Xo.  2b)2  Broadway,  and  not  long  aftenvard 
to  Xo.  257,  Avhere,  by  industry,  discretion,  sagacity,  vigilance,  and 
persistence,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  extensive  business  and  great 
fortune.  He  soon  rose  to  the  head  of  the  dry-goods  business  of  the 
country. 

On  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Chambei's  Street  stood  quite  an 
im])osing  building  known  as  AVashington  Hall.  It  was  completed  in 
1S12,  and  was  the  finest  structure,  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  in 
the  city  at  that  time.  It  was  erected  under  the  auspices  of  the  A\hish- 
ington  Benevolent  Society,  one  of  seveml  political  organizations  of  that 
name  which  originated  in  Philadelphia  at  about  the  beginning  of  tlu' 
century,  but  was  inA  thoroughly  organized  until  a dozen  years  after- 
ward. In  ]K:)litic'S  these  societies  were  opposed  to  the  Tammany  socie- 
ties. They  disappeai*(‘d  witli  the  demise  of  the  Federal  pai'ty,  during 
the  administmtion  of  Pi’esident  Afonroe. 

In  ISIS  Air.  Stewart,  by  great  commercial  sagacity  and  operating 
upon  a cash  basis,  had  a(*cumulated  a fortune  sidhcieut  to  enable  him 
to  ])urchase  AVashington  Hall,  which  had  been  used  foi*  many  years  as 
a hotel.  Upon  its  site,  the  front  of  which  extended  frijiii  Ciiamliers 
Street  to  Peade  Street,  he  erected  a magnihcent  marble  structure  for 
hfs  business,  five  stoiT^s  in  height,  on  Broadway.  That  store — the 
pioneer  of  marble,  freestone,  and  iron  stores  on  Broadway —attracted 
great  attention  at  home  and  abroad.  It  was  an  ellicient  advertisement 
for  Stewart.  The  Astor  House,  grand  in  size  and  built  of  granite,  had 
been  until  then  (Uie  of  the  architectural  wcniders  of  the  city  ; uoav 
Stewart's  store  was  a prolific  topic  of  remark. 

Fcnirtcim  veais  later,  Stmvail's  business  havitur  outgrown  his  great 
store,  he  rcs<>l\a'd  to  antici[xite  the  up-town  movement  of  population. 
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FIRST  DECADE,  1830-1S40 


4ir 


the  unmi.stiikal)]o  symptoin.s  of  wliich  wero  then  a|)piircnt.  IFe  pur- 
chased a }>art  of  the  Kamlall  estate  (the  Sailors'  Snii^-  llarhoia,  between 
Ninth  and  Tentii  streets  and  Broadway  and  Fourth  Avenue,  whereon 
]ie  built  an  extensivr'  iron  structure,  six  stories  in  height,  with  a base- 
ment and  sid;-].)aseinent.  It  was  not  unlike,  in  outward  appearance, 
the  great  down-town  store,  which  was  subse(|uently  devoted  to  the 
wholesale  dry-gocrls  Inisiness.  In  the  new  retail  store  about  two  thou- 
sand persons  Avere  employed,  and  the  running  ex[)enses  of  the  estab- 
lishment Avere  estimated  at  over  Sl,00t)g)oo  a year.  The  sales  in  the 
tAvo  estaldishments  are  said  to  ha\’e  amounted  to  $2O8,()o0,O()O  in  three 
years,  and  his  net  income  for  se\*eral  years  A\'as  oxev  SidItH),000. 

The  business  of  the  house  of  A.  T.  Stewart  A Co.  Avas  literally 

Avorld-Avide’’  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  ISTtk  A foreign  oflice  had 
l)een  established  at  (\lanchester,  England,  Avhere  English  goods  were 
collected,  examined,  and  packed.  The  fimi  had  a factory  at  Belfast 
for  the  perfecting  of  Irish  linens.  At  Glasgow  they  had  a house  for 
the  collection  and  forwarding  of  Scotch  goods.  Thev  also  laid  a store 
at  Baris,  where  Avere  gatliered  goods  from  India,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, They  had  a Avoollen  house  at  Berlin,  and  a silk  AAairehouse  at 
Lyons.  They  also  had  mills  in  Eurojie  and  America  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  goods  exclusiAx^ly  for  their  house,  and  their  agents  and  buyers 
Avere  continually  ‘‘  travelling  between  Ilong  Kong  and  Paris,  Thibet 
and  Peru." 

iMr.  Stewart  had  no  taste  for  politics  as  such,  nor  aspirations  for 
official  position.  He  Avas  very  retiring  in  his  habits.  By  his  shreAvd 
business  management  he  had  honestly  and  deseix^edly  acquired  the  title 
of  a ‘‘merchant  |)riiice,''  and  he  wore  the  honor  with  tnodesty.  Fie 
A'vas  chairman  of  the  honorary  commission  sent  by  the  riiited  States  to 
the  Paris  Fkxposition.  President  Grant  nominated  him  for  a seat  In  his 
cabinet  as  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  but  an  existing  and  wise  law 
barred  his  euti’ance  upon  the  duties  of  the  office. 

It  is  said  that  (Mr.  StcAvart's  private  charities,  of  Avhich  the  AA'orld 
knew  nothing,  were  extensive  and  getierous.  He  desigiUMl  to  make 
pro\ision  for  A’arious  ])ublic  charities.  In  'March,  he  had  ad- 

<lressed  a letter  to  his  wife  (they  had  no  children^,  in  which  he  stated 
this  determination,  and  that  lie  (hqiended  upon  Ihm*  to  carry  out  his 
jilans’in  case  he  sliould  fad  to  complete  them  himself. 

These  generous  plans  Avere  not  executed  by  those  Avho  had  the  man- 
agement of  (Mr.  Stewart's  estate  after  his  ihaith.  Me  liad  begun  the 
construction  of  a town  on  Ib^mpstead  Plains,  on  Long  Island,  calh'd 
Garden  Gity,  designed  to  furnish  cuinfortabie  homes  at  moderate 
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prices.  Tie  also  bad  in  progress  at  tlie  time  of  his  death  a magnificent 
iron  building  on  Fourth  Avenue,  between  Thirty-second  and  Thirty - 
third  streets,  intended  to  furnish  comfortable  homes  to  respectable 
working-girls.  A magnificent  catliedral  (which  also  serves  as  a mauso- 
leum) has  been  erected  at  Garden  City,  at  a cost  that  would  have  built 
scores  of  cottages.  And  the  Home  for  'Working-Girls  was  dedicated, 
before  it  was  completed,  to  the  service  of  iMammon.  Its  ground  th^or 
(as  was  originally  intendedj  is  devoted  to  mercantile  |)ursiiits,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  building,  designed  for  benevolent  uses,  was  made  a 
••  first-class”  hotel. 

The  Home  for  ATorking- Girls  would  have  been  the  noblest  monument 
imao-inable  to  the  memorv  of  the  benevolent  and  generous  merchant 
prince.  Even  tlie  mercantile  house  of  A.  T.  Stewart  A Co.,  which 
formed  a magnificent  monument  to  his  memory  as  a business  man  ami 
a citizen,  Avho,  1)V  his  genius  and  lofty  prol:)ity,  had  for  half  a century 
contributed  immensely  to  tlie  prosperity  and  good  name  of  the  city  of 
A^ew  York,  was  allowed  to  disa})}'>ear  from  the  realm  of  commercial  life 
in  the  city  almost  immediately  after  his  death.  There  is  now,  seven 
years  after  his  departure,  on  April  10,  ISTfi,  nothing  in  the  great 
metro})olis  to  keep  alive  in  memory  a knowledge  of  the  existence  there 
of  Alexander  T.  Stewart,  excepting  his  marble  mansion  on  Fifth 
Avenue,  the  rapidly  lading  recollections  in  fashionable  society  and  of 
mercantile  circles  of  ‘‘  Stewart's,”  and  the  fact  that  lie  left  behind  him 
a fortune  of  S5U,UO0,UO0. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


URIXG  this  first  decade  })laces  of  amusement  and  associations  for 


social  enjoyment  multiplied  and  were  modified  in  character  by 
the  ])revailing  tone  of  society.  The  theatre  was  the  chief  source  of 
intellectual  amusement,  for  the  lyceum  lecturer  was  unknown.  Tlie 
Park  Tlieatre  maintained  its  supremacy  as  a dignified  and  well-con- 
ducted ])lay-liouse.  It  was  the  usual  place  of  introduction  to  the 
American  public  of  the  best  foreign  actors,  dancers,  and  singers,  also 
of  the  best  native  talent.  It  was  at  that  house  that  Thomas 
Cooper, Chai'les  Mathews,  the  Keans,  Charles  and  Fanny  Kemble, 
jMalibran,  Celeste.  Fanny  Elisler,  Aladame  Vestris,  and  others  first 
made  their  appearance  in  this  country,  at  about  the  period  under  con- 
sideration. 

Miss  Clara  Fisher  was  a mo.st  remarkable  young  woman,  and  fairly 
bewitched  Xew  York  society  at  the  beginning  of  this  decade.  She 
was  a ])lump  English  girl  of  exquisite  form,  Ijelow  the  middle  heiglit  in 
stature,  vivacious,  ninning  over  with  fun,  her  cheeks  continually  dim- 
pled with  smiles.  She  was  seventeen  yearn  of  age  when  she  first 
arrived  in  Xew  York.  She  first  appeared  at  the  Park  Theatre. 
The  town  seemed  crazed  l.w  her  presence.  Her  name  was  given  to 
hotels,  stages,  and  race-horses.  She  continually  performed  in  the 
character  of  boys  or  striplings.  Having  her  hair  cut  short  behind, 

* Thomas  Apthorpe  Cooper,  thonijh  an  old  man,  was  a favorite,  actor  dnriri"  a portion 
of  this  decuido.  He  wa.s  born  in  England  m 177^,  and  went  upon  the  ^.fage  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age.  under  Stephen  Kemble,  at  Edinburgh.  At  the  ago  of  twenty 
he  appeared  on  the  boards  in  Philadeiphia  a.s  Hamlet.  He  was  at  one  time  the  manager 
of  a theatre  in  New  York,  and  did  not  leave  the  stage  until  1S3G,  when  he  was  sixty  years 
of  age. 

in  February,  1833,  i\Ir.  Cooper  took  a benetit  at  the  Bowery,  on  whieh  f)Ccasion  he 
introduced  to  the  stage  hi>  beautiful  and  accomplished  daughter.  I’risciUa  Elizabeth,  in 
the  ciiaracttT  of  Virginia.  She  enterevl  the  })rofession  reltK'tantly.  but  did  well.  In 
September,  1^30,  .she  married  Bobert  Tyler,  son  ('>f  (afterward)  Presiiient  .Tohn  Tyler,  and 
she  was  the  presivling  lady  at  the  Wliite  House  while  her  tatlier-in-law  was  President. 
Her  mother  w.-is  a daughter  (.d.  Major  Pmrlie  ami  granddaughter  r>f  Kohert  ^.ates,  of  Now 
Y'ork  State.  In  ISU  Pixwuh  ru  Tyler  appointed  Cooper  military  storekeetu  r at  Erankfor  l, 
I’ennsy  Ivama. 
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fasliionable  young  ladies  under  twenty-five  years  of  age  adopted  the 
fashion,  and  also  her  slight  lis])ing  s])eech. 

Miss  Fisher  was  a charming  singer,  and  at  the  Park  she  introduced 
to  the  Americans  the  stirriim-  somr  of  “ Hurrah  for  the  P>onnets  of 
Blue/’  It  electrified  audiences.  She  was  equally  at  home  in  tragedy 
or  comedy.  On  December  0,  1834,  she  married  James  G.  Maeder,  a 
distinguished  musician,  and  the  ])rece})tor  m vocal  music  of  Charlotte 
Cushman. 

Miss  Fisher  acquired  an  ample  fortune  in  her  earlier  years,  much  of 
which  was  lost  m the  rum  of  tlie  United  States  Bank.  Her  last  in- 
tended appearance  on  the  stage  was  in  1S44,  for  the  lienelitof  her  sister, 
]drs.  A’ernon,  but  in  1851  she  a})])cared  at  Brougham's  Lyceuin,  and 
assisted  occasionally  at  Fsi bio's.  Her  character  was  almost  faultless. 

Miss  Alexina  Fisher,  a juvenile  star,  ajipeared  on  the  boards  of  the 
Park  111  1831,  when  she  was  ten  years  of  age  ; her  last  appearance  in 
/sew  York  was  m 1802,  wlien  she  supported  Edwin  Booth  at  the  Win- 
ter Garden  in  the  characters  of  Ophelia,  Desdemona,  and  Emilia. 

Miss  Julia  "Wheatley,  daughter  of  the  excellent  Mrs.  (Boss)  "Wheatley, 
made  her  lirst  a])pearance  as  an  actress  at  the  Park  in  1833,  when  she 
was  fourteen  years  of  age.  She  had  been  seen  on  its  boards  as  a little 
dancer  when  she  was  five  years  of  age.  She  had  a rich  and  highly 
cultivated  voice.  Miss  AYheatley  was  a great  favorite  for  several  years. 
In  1840  siie  married  Air.  E.  H.  Aliller,  and  retired  from  the  stage. 

AIiss  Emma  "Wheatley,  the  younger  daughter  of  Mrs.  AFlieatley,  was 
also  a charming  actress.  She  appeared  as  one  of  the  children  in  Rouieo 
and  JuUti  with  Mrs.  Barnes  in  1S2S,  and  was  a favorite  before  she  w'as 
thirteen  years  old  in  1834,  wiien  slie  made  her  first  appearance  as  a 
regular  actress,  as  Julia  in  Sheridan  Enowies's  llnnchhack,  at  a 
benefit  of  her  mother.  She  played  the  same  character  in  company 
with  the  author  wiiile  he  was  in  this  country,  until  1837,  wiien  she 
married  James  /fason.  His  father,  who  was  wealtliy,  g’ave  tliem  the 
means  for  suppin-ting  a ])ieasant  home,  and  she  retired  from  the  stage. 
At  the  elder /lason is  dea.th  his  will  gave  them  little.  It  wais  contested 
for,  some  time,  /leanwhile  Mrs. /lason  resumed  her  profession.  I'he 
courts  linally  awarded  her  husband  an  equal  share  in  his  father's 
estate.  It  was  an  ample  fortune,  but  she  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy 
the  hap])iness  of  a model  home  they  had  prepared.  She  died  in  1854, 
at  the  early  age  of  lhii*ty-two  years. 

Mrs.  Miieatley,  the  motlier  of  /Iiss  Julia  and  /fiss  Emma  Wheatley, 
was  5Iiss  Boss,  a ilauBiter  of  Lieutenant  Ross  of  tlu'  Pritish  army,  and 
W’as  Iforu  in  Aova  Scotia  in  1788.  She  came  to  New  Yoi'k  with  her 
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mother  after  Ijcr  father's  death,  and  appeared  at  the  Park  Tlieatre, 
then  quite  iiew,  as  early  as  1S05.  At  the  eiid  of  that  season  slie  mar- 
ried ^[r.  AVheatley.  Altered  circumstances  caused  her  to  resume  her 
]>rofession  in  isil.  Sin'  had  two  dauii:hters  and  a son,  all  of  whom 
gained  distinction  on  the  stage.  She  finally  retired  from  the  professi(m 
in  New  York  in  1S43,  with  the  highest  character  in  every  paid  of  the 
drama  of  life. 

About  1S30  Charles  J.  l\ean  (as  we  liave  observed),  ]\lrs.  Barnes, 
and  ]Master  Jlurke,  the  latter  a precocious  Irish  youth,  were  very  pop- 
ular at  the  Park.  Burke  appeared  as  Young  Yorval.  lie  was  already 
a skilful  violinist  and  also  an  accom[)lished  singer,  especially  of  humor- 
ous songs.  Ilis  ])Owers  of  mimicry  were  wonderful,  and  for  several 
seasons  he  was  a most  attractive  stai'  at  the  Park.  Burke  became  one 
of  the  first  violinists  of  the  age,  and  assisted  Jenny  Lind,  Jullien, 
Thalberg,  and  otliem  in  their  concerts.  Mrs.  Barnes  took  the  part  of 
lYcahontas  m the  })lav  of  J^oichatan  at  the  Park,  a drama  written  by 
George  Washington  Parke  C'ustis,  the  adopted  son  of  Y’asliington. 

One  of  the  most  attractive  actresses  known  to  the  American  stage 
about  1831  or  1832  was  fyfiss  Emily  Mestayer,  doulitless  well  remem- 
bered by  tlie  older  theatre-going  readers.  She  is  described  as  “ lovely 
in  form,  complexion,  and  character.'’  She  Avas  skilled  in  A'ocalism,  and 
Avas  for  a long  time  the  most  po])ular  of  the  dramatic  jirofession  in 
New  York.  At  an  early  age  she  married  ]\[r.  Iloupt,  but  retained  her 
maiden  name  professionally. 

Edwin  Forrest  made  his  first  appearance  in  Yew  York  City  in  1826, 
at  the  age  of  twenty.  He  Avas  a native  of  Philadelphia.  IlaA'ing 
performed  at  Albany,  he  came  to  Yew  York  and  ])laved  the  paid  of 
Othello  at  the  Bowery  Theatre.  He  very  soon  made  his  Avav  to  the 
])osition  of  a grent  Ameilcan  tragedian.  John  Augustus  vStone's 
tragedv  of  and  Dr.  Bird's  tragedv  of  77c"  (ilad'ntfor  were 

written  for  Forrest.  He  appeared  in  the  latter  at  tiie  Park  in  1831. 
In  1834  distinguished  citizens  of  YeAV  York  honored  him  with  a public 
banquet,  on  which  occasion  he  Avas  presented  Avith  a massive  gold 
medal  designed  by  Ingham,  haA’^ing  appropriate  devices  and  inscrip- 
tions. In  183T  he  married  a daughter  of  John  Sinclair,  the  English 
A'ocalist.  The  marriage  Avas  infelicitous.  He  performed  both  in 
America  and  in  England.  He  cherished  a feud  Avith  iMacready,  and 
his  course  m Avantonly  ])ersecuting  that  excellent  actor  led  to  the  sad 
x\stor  Idace  riot  in  ! 843,  Avliich  Avill  be  noticed  hereafter.  The  cele- 
brated Jos('pnint'  Clifton  first  appeared  on  the  stage  in  l.s31.  She  was 
a native  of  NY'w  York,  and  Avas  then  eighteen  years  old.  Miss  Clifton 
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appeared  at  the  Ilowery  Theatre  as  Belvidera.  Possessed  of  surpassing 
beauty  in  form  and  feature,  and  thoroughly  cultivated  for  the  ])urpose, 
she  was  successful  at  the  start,  and  at  once  became  a star  of  the  limt 
magnitude.  In  Isg.'S  she  a])peared  at  the  Prury  Lane  Theatre,  London. 
She  brought  out  the  play  of  Blonm  Visconti  in  1S3T,  which  was 
written  for  her  by  X.  P.  Willis.  iMiss  Clifton  married  ]\Ir.  Place, 
manager  of  a New  Orleans  theatre,  in  1840,  and  died  in  that  city  the 
next  year. 

The  Pavel  Family  introduced  a most  charming  pantomime  perform- 
ance into  Xew  York  in  1832,  and  the  same  year  Charles  Kemble  - and 
his  charming  daughter  of  twenty  appeared  at  the  Park  Theatre,  tir.st  in 
Hamlet  and  then  in  The  ^Merchant  of  Ve?iice,  he  as  Shylock  and  she  as 
Portia.  They  ])roduced  a great  sensation  in  the  theatrical  and  fash- 
ionable world.  She  was  immediately  the  acknowledged  Queen  of 
Tragedy. 

The  cholera  raged  in  Yew  York  in  1832,  and  was  injurious  to  the 
business  of  the  theatres  as  well  as  other  jiursuits.  The  aggregate 
receipts  of  all  the  theatres  in  the  citj^  of  Yew  York  during  the 

cholera  season”  was  only  §50,000. 

The  Pavels  were  favorites  for  a long  series  of  years,  and  are  yet 
remembered  with  jileasure,  not  only  by  the  older  residents  of  Yew  York, 
but  by  the  visitors  to  the  city  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  After  [>laving 
at  the  Park  and  Bowery  they  went  to  Yiblo's,  where  they  performed 
several  succes.sive  seasons,  making  great  prolits  for  tliemselves  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  theatre.  They  also  performed  at  Palmo's  Opera 
House,  in  Chamliei^s  Street.  The  troupe  was  gradually  changed,  but 

* Charles  Ivemhh- was  lifty-scven  3'enrs  of  agov.hen  he  first  appeared  in  New  York. 
He  became  an  actor  when  lie  was  onh"  a lad.  He  married  a distinguished  German  actress 
in  I'SOG.  who  became  the  mother  of  Frances  Anne  and  Adelaide  Kemble.  The  former 
was  born  in  London  in  ISIl.  She  first  appeared  on  the  stage  at  Covent  Garden  m 
182ib  She  inherited  from  her  mother  much  of  the  extraordinar\'  talent  then  exhibited. 
She  was  a lithe  and  slender  girl.  No  actress  in  Amm-ica  ever  held  her  audience  undfr 
absolute  control  like  Fanrn'  Kemble.  Her  hand  was  sought,  with  offers  of  great  wealth  ; 
she  gave  it  to  Pierce  Hutler,  a wealtlpv  slaveowner  then  living  near  Idiiladelphia.  Their 
dispositions  and  tastes  were  utterl\' incompatible  ; their  affections  were  alienated  : a legal 
separation  took  place  after  she  liad  borne  two  daughters,  and  .''•he  assumed  her  mai<b'Ti 
name.  The  stage  was  distasteful  to  her,  or  rather  its  associations,  and  sue  soon  began 
dramatic  readings,  to  Avhich  she  ever  afterward  ailhered  as  a profession. 

Fanny  Kemble  wrote  a pla\*  called  F'mnrls  First,  which  was  introduced  at  Covent 
Garden  before  she  was  twenty  years  of  age.  She  was  imperious  in  manner,  and  off.‘mb-d 
the  American  public  In-  her  criticisms.  For  these  she  apologized.  drama  from  lier 
pen — Thr  T>'ikFs  Huge?--  was  performed  at  the  Astor  Hace  Opera  House.  Her“  Letters” 
to  Miss  S>-dgwirk,  at  the  brL. iking  out  of  our  Civil  W.ir,  j'roduced  a sensation,  as  tin. y 
revealed  the  iuiip.iities  of  the  slave  system  as  she  saw  it  on  her  husband's  plantation. 


;Tl-  ■ .■ 


.r,', 


;Vv 


.'TUP'-i '-fU  ' ss^- 


'm  :--  I'h  ,f<T 


■ ^ "wa,-  if)-  ,t 


7ji‘>  .ut, 


■ Vi  / 'yi,h>  ‘ult  f ''ifti  ,iyti5::1';.‘•/,K^^7J01  •• 

, < .'  . ■ '.■=■■•'■./  ■■  .S'  '■>i,r ..  - - ' 

' '7  v'f  77-Z  10  !v^' s*  O' ','  otrff;y^;xl|l  ‘ "••'■  yj 

.'  -•  *>il‘ifK|  Vfnj)  ‘ //  / .4  ,1^  , V mX  ■*• 

■ ■> ' ‘ o 1 0'!  " s3 7' ) fixiA  ;-y^*'.- 'i . -I  j fO'i  ty,^  ■ jy  n ^ 


;.j.r'*' 


• ’'4  V ■y;;i'l';,KOyy  ■ 5ix-->; . 

■.:7</y  ;f  ■ ,n4  f ’^':  7,  • 

, : -: --  -'• ' ■_ . y S'; ,•;  1,^n;^-',y?|' S'  < , ( - 1 , ,*,  ,Ts-f.  / >-.  u ' ; il«' ;'.  ■ '’  yi  y^4v . '-Afc 

! ■ 4'0i7v,y- yii-y/rfj /;.i^  . ^k  lAr  <r  f ft)  |v  Ji  Ui  ‘Ttot' 


sr-!-  ■ ■'  ■ - -■ 


, t iy.f'M  *)  ,(i’ V /t  ^ *’  a' 3>/|  >f  ii 

'' ’ y li^S/Ty 'yy,y'S.^^,Af;iVjy;:SyyyS'  .'‘i^' yltA4:Ai\  '■  ' 

0^'S  yF:-iii^''Vyo  r;'';TS’i;;-^f»  ^Sy  r yy;  gr’ 

^AS^  y^4^(‘f■.^.^S  y.;y  x/bSyry 

-:■"  :.,.V'Aoy'y-.ys  A'  Z -^^A'V  ■ 


' r .'‘O.y, 


; Zb'ZA'O/  'A’'fe  ' '■  ■ ■ 

*f9 ')  r ^'y>  o vV,  Tff  vtfyror-f? js- :?;v.  i;  t »^> ?!*■£', ■ ,.! 

-;  . ' ji AAsoyA^  ' 

A A'  'SS"";-'  -AA  ■■.  - -■  O.Sy  ^ ' ZA,  . S;ASo'S^O'y'sy/;-^y;:j;yC:" 


A;  ":OS  . ..; '-■.Oyy^^v.Vv  ■■  yS'  or  o ■-  , ■ ■ "C 

O- ‘ 'O'  Sv..  /,  .OSyAYy^SyO'^  -''A  7'V.vy?*^'5|b','v'  ' y ■? 


FIRST  DECADE.  1830-1840. 


423 


ever  kept  u])  tlieii-  reputation.  In  1857-58  tln'y  played  an  eng-agement 
of  three  hundred  nights  at  Tsiblo’s,  giving  a perforinance  four  times  a 
week.  Portions  of  the  old  troupe  won  triumjihs  at  Xiblo’s  so  late  as 
1805. 

Tyrone  Povrer,  the  great  Irish  comedian,  lii’st  a]>peared  in  Xew  York 
at  the  Park  Theatre  in  1833,  in  the  character  of  tlie  Irish  Tutor.  lie 
Avas  then  thii*tv-six  veai*s  of  age.  and  had  been  engaged  in  diamatic 
])erformances  since  lsl5.  lie  was  imi’ivalled  in  his  ])ersonation  of 
Irish  character.  He  was  also  an  accomplished  writer.  Ilis  Impres- 
sions of  America”  had  a ready  and  large  sale.  Power  was  about  five 
feet  eight  inches  in  height,  compactly  built,  with  light  hair  and  com- 
])lexion,  and  in  s]>irits  was  overflowing  Avith  geniality  and  good- 
humor.  He  Avas  also  a fine  musician  and  dancer.  Power  was  lost  in 
the  ill-fated  steamship  J'^rr.sah.  /tf,  which  foundered  at  sea  Avliile  on  a 
Amyage  from  Yew  York  to  Liverpool.  She  Avas  never  heard  of. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVood,  eminent  singers,  a])peared  at  the  Park  in  1833. 
in  opera.  Mrs.  AVood  Avas  an  extraordinary  A'ocalist.  She  sang  and 
])layed  the  piano  and  other  instruments  correctly  Avhen  she  aa'us  four 
.years  of  age.  Slie  first  ap)peared  on  the  stage  in  London  at  tAventy. 
Mrs.  AVood  Avas  a Scotch  girl.  AYon  by  a title,  she  married  poor  Lord 
Lennox,  aaYo  Avas  poor  in  ])ui*se  and  spirit,  and  they  AAxre  soon 
divorced,  Avhen  she  immediately  married  Joseph  AVood,  of  the  Covent 
Garden  Theatre  troupe.  She  died  in  England  in  1803. 

The  ap|)arent  piddic  interest  in  tlie  Italian  opera  caused  the  forma- 
tion of  a stock  company  in  Xcav  York  for  the  pui’pose  of  estaldishing  it 
])ermanently  in  the  city.  They  built  an  elegant  opera-house  on  the 
cornel'  of  Church  ainl  Ltaniard  streets.  The  eiiter])rise  AAms  a total  fail- 
ure. In  the  fall  of  183<*>  the  house  Avas  opened  for  dramatic  ])erform- 
ances,  and  it  Avas  called  the  Xational  Theatre.  It  afterAvard  ])assed 
into  the  hands  of  Air.  Hackett,  and  at  length  into  those  of  Jamies 
AA^allack.  During  its  management  by  the  latter  the  building  aatis  de- 
stroyed l)V  lire  (September,  1830').  but  Avas  soon  rebuilt.  It  Acas  leased 
first  to  Alexander  AVilson,  and  then  to  AVilliam  E.  Purton.  During  the 
management  of  the  latter  it  Avas  again  ( Alay,  184D  consumed  by  lire. 

The  above  mentioned  Xoac  York  (Apera,  Company  aa'us  formed 
through  the  exertions  of  Signor  PiA’afinoli,  and  the  house  Avas  lii*st 
0])ened  to  the  public  in  Xhivember,  1833.  ( )n  that  occasion  Signorina 

Clementine  Eanti,  a large  and  beautiful  AA'oman,  Avas  the  lii’st  soprano. 

James  Sheridan  KnoAvles.  author  of  77/c  /Aou7/5ecZ’,  Williarii  717/, 
an<l  other  plays,  first  appeared  on  the  stage  in  Xcaa'  A'ori;  at  tlu‘  lAirlc 
ill  the  spring  of  1831.  He  had  been  performing  in  Philadelphia.  At 
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the  close  of  the  season  lie  returned  to  Europe  and  entered  the  ]uil})it  as 
a Baptist  minister,  in  wliich  professioii  he  ^vas  veiy  ]>opular. 

During-  this  decade  several  famous  singers  and  dancers  appeared  in  the 
Kew  York  tiieatres.  Mademoiselle  Celeste  took  the  town  by  storm,  as  it 
were,  by  her  dancing,  when  she  appeared  in  She  had  lieen 

married  in  1S2S,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  to  an  xVmerican  gentleman, 
and  became  the  mother  of  nn  only  daughter.  She  afterward  made  a 
successful  professional  tour  in  Euro|)e,  when  she  returned  to  Xew 
York,  and  made  a more  successful  tour  in  the  United  States  durino- 
three  years,  gaining  by  her  ])r<dession  the  net  sum  of  S2OO,(j00.  Slie 
returned  to  England.  She  came  back  in  1S3S,  and  played  a farewell 
engagement  at  the  Park  m 1S4(>.  She  came  again  in  1831,  and  per- 
formed at  the  Broadway  Theatre.  She  came  again  in  and,  as 

ever,  excited  great  interest.  She  was  then  fifty-one  years  of  age. 

Mine.  Yestris,  who  was  noted  for  the  elegance  and  symmetry  of  her 
iigure,  beauty  of  face,  and  as  a most  ])erfect  actress  in  pantomime,  de- 
lighted Yew  York  from  to  1836.  She  was  a daughter  of  Bartolozzi, 
the  eminent  engraver  : imiri-ied  Armand  'W^stris  wiien  she  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  became  the  most  popular  dancer  of  the  time.  She  did 
not  aspire  to  the  stage,  fait  at  her  husliand's  request  and  for  Ids  benefit 
she  appeared  at  the  King's  Theatre,  in  London,  in  the  summer  of  1615. 
From  that  time  for  manv  vears  she  Avas  the  leading  Amcalist  and  dancer 
of  the  London  stage.  In  1630  she  became  connected  Avitli  Cliarles 
Mathews,  Jr.,  professionally  and  otherwise,  and  m the  same  year,  liav- 
ing  long  been  separated  from  her  liusband,  she  became  legally  married 
to  Mattiews,  just  iiefore  they  embarked  for  .Vmerica,  and  bore  his  name 
Avliile  they  were  here.  Her  xVmerican  engagement  ended  late  lu  1636, 
when  they  returned  to  England,  and  she  liecame  the  lessee  of  a theatre 
in  London.  She  died  tluvre  in  1650,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  in  com- 
jiarative  jiovei  ly,  having  squandered  her  immense  earnings  as  fast  as 
they  Avere  received. 

MathcAA's,  the  husband  of  Vladaine  Yestris,  Avas  the  son  of  the  more 
celebrated  comedian  that  name,  lie  I’cvisited  Yew  York  in  1657, 
imtrried  l^[rs.  A.  II.  Daviaiport,  and  lu-oiigiit  iier  out  at  Burton's 
Theatre  as  iMrs.  IMatheAws.  Ills  last  appearance  in  Yew  York  Avas  m 
.May,  1656,  Avhen  In'  returned  to  England  Avitli  his  iieAV  Avile. 

IMiss  Charlotte  Watson,  a beautiful  English  girl  of  seventeen 
summers,  bewitched  Yew  York  theatre-goei*s  by  her  marvellous  sing- 
ing. She  apjieareil  at  the  Park  in  1635.  She  Avas  of  a celebrated 
musical  family,  and  had  recently  accompanied  the  grerat  violinist 
Paganini  on  a musical  tour  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent. 
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Slie  SO  cliaiTAcd  the  Italian  that  he  offered  her  liis  iiand  in  inaiTia_i;-e. 
There  were  impediments.  He  induced  her  to  elope  from  EngTind  and 
join  him  at  Coiilogne,  with  a view  to  their  marriau'e  at  that  phuav  Ilis 
intentions  were  honorable.  Her  father,  informed  of  the  affair,  wont 
in  ])iirsiut,  and  reached  iJoulogne  before  her  arrival.  He  orouu'ht  her 
to  America.  In  Febriiarv,  iSdT,  she  married  Thomas  Bailey,  of  Xew 
York  City.  3ri*s.  Bailey  continued  to  appear  in  pulilic  occasionally. 
She  made  her  last  apjiearance  at  the  Park  in  the  fall  of  1857  as  second 
to  Madame  Anna  Jlishop.  She  had  sung  a ballad  for  Mr.  Brough’s 
com])limentary  bcnelit  at  Yiblo's  in  January,  1851. 

One  of  the  best  American  actres.ses,  and  one  of  the  liest  of  women, 
Avas  Miss  Charlotte  Saunders  Cusliman,  a lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  Cushman,  who  preached  the  first  sermon  in  Xew  England. 
She  first  appeared  on  the  stage  at  the  Bowery  Theatre  in  Septeml.ier, 
1835.  She  was  then  twentv  vears  of  age.  Her  fattier,  a Boston  iner- 
chant,  had  left  her  motlier  at  his  death  in  indigent  circumstances,  witii 
five  children.  Charlotte  was  the  eldest.  She  had  an  excellent  voice, 
and  sang  at  a concert  when  she  was  fifteen  years  old.  Her  fine  con. 
tralto  voice  on  that  occasion  attracted  great  attention.  She  sang  at 
one  of  the  concerts  given  by  ]\lr,  and  lylrs.  AVood,  who  encouraged  her 
to  cultivate  her  voice.  After  receiving  instruction  she  appeared  at  the 
Treniont  Theatre  as  the  Countess  in  the  Marrliuje  of  Fujaro.  That 
was  in  18J5.  She  Avas  immediately  engaged  as  a ])i'ima  donna  for  the 
Xew  Orleans  theatre.  The  change  in  climate  causevl  the  loss  of  tiie 
firmness  of  her  A’oice,  and  she  Avas  compelled  to  aliandon  A'ocalism  and 
becom<‘  an  actress,  in  which  ])rofession  she  was  finally  very  successful. 

Aliss  Cushman  came  north,  unsucce.ssfully  sought  employment  at  tiie 
Park,  and  acci'pted  an  engagement  at  the  Bowery  Theatre  with  a hopi^ 
of  giving  support  to  hm-  mother  and  family.  But  she  Avas  ])rostrated 
by  illness,  ami  Inn*  acting  Avas  long  delayed.  Slie  i*ecovered,  ])layed  a 
few  nights,  was  again  taken  ill,  and  before  she  had  regained  iau'  health 
the  Bow(u*y  Tlasitre  was  burned,  Avith  all  her  theatrical  Avardrolie.  Afr. 
Hackett,  of  the  Xational  Theatre,  engaged  her,  ami  she  fii’st  ap[)eared 
there  in  183)1  in  Jinim.o  and  Jaliet.  That  fall  she  became  the  heading 
stock  actre.ss  at  the  Park.  After  directing  the  AVahuit  Street  Tht'atre 
in  Philadel[)hia  for  a Avhile,  sin'  Avent  to  Xcav  York  in  1844  to  play 
Avith  Alacready.  Success  attended  in'r.  She  ])layed  at  the  Ib'inci'ss’s 
Theatre,  London,  in  1845,  eighty-tVmr  nights  in  succession.  She  alter- 
nated her  resideiUM'  and  professional  duties  lu'twi'mi  .Vnu'rica  and  Eng- 
land foi*  several  yi'ais.  Slie  iinall\'  left  the  sla.ge  in  1801,  but  afl<'r- 
AvaiAl  gav(>  dramatic  nan  lings  <»n  occasion.  Miss  Cushman  Avas  tall  and 
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commanding  in  appearance,  with  light  hair  and  complexion  and  refine- 
ment of  manner,  ]^[iss  Cushman  died  in  her  native  city,  lloston,  on 
Fehruary  is,  is 70. 

]\liSvS  Ellen  Tree,  a charming  English  actress,  fii-st  ajipeared  in 
America  at  the  Park  at  the  close  of  1S3(>.  She  followed  and  rivalled 
Eauny  Kemble  m jiopidarity.  Her  acting  always  attracted  the  ‘‘  cream 
of  society.”  The  bloom  of  youth  had  departed  i'roin  her  cheek  wdien, 
she  came  to  Kew  York,  but  being  a most  consummate  actor  and 
charming  woman,  her  slight  personal  defects  were  unnoticed.  xVt  the 
end  of  t\vo  years  Miss  Tree  returned  to  England,  and  m 1S42  she  mar- 
ried Charles  Kean. 

In  1830  a demoiselle  Augusta  a]>peared  at  the  Park  as  a famous 

ballet-dancer,  and  won  immensG  po|)ularity.  Lovely  in  form  and 
feature,  and  endowed  with  maidenly  reserve  of  manner,  she  attracted 
crowds  nightly,  and  won  every  heart.  She  was  called,  professionally, 
inademoisello,  but  she  ^vas  the  wife  of  a venerable  French  nobleman, 
the  Count  Fitz- James,  and  said  to  have  been  a scion  of  the  royal  house 
of  Stuart.  He  died  in  1851.  Augusta’s  last  appearance  on  the  stage 
was  at  the  IMetropoiitan  Theatre  in  Kew  York  m 1855,  when  she  be- 
came a teacher  of  dancing  in  that  city. 

In  the  spring  of  1830  two  famous  dancers.  Monsieur  and  Madame 
Taglioni,  made  their  first  apiiearancc  at  the  Park  in  the  ballet  of 
La  Sylph ule.  They  were  lirilliant  performers.  3vladame  Taglioni  was 
not  pretty  in  feature,  but  was  vivacious  and  faultless  in  form  and 
motion.  The  popularity  of  the  Park  was  tlien  waning,  and  the  Tagli- 
onis,  after  performing  one  season,  returned  to  Europe. 

TYe  have  observed  that  tlie  popularity  of  the  Park  \\'as  waning.  It 
was  too  severely  strict  in  its  adherence  to  the  [Hire  drama  and  the 
highest  I'erformances  in  the  histrionic  art.  Public  taste  about  1837 
and  1838  was  evidently  changing.  The  Powery  Theatre  had  intro- 
duced “sensational”  acting,  and  was  attracting  the  multitude  of 
theatre-goei*s.  A vulgar  taste  was  evidently  usurping  the  seat  of 
refined  taste.  The  pure  drama  no  longer  satisfied  the  cravings  of  the 
vitiateil  ajipetite  newly  created,  and  the  better  actors  at  the  Park 
played  to  conpiaratively  empty  seats. 

Clara  Fislier  (then  Mrs.  l^Iaeder),  who  a slant  time  before  com- 
manded overllowing  houses  at  the  Park,  was  now  struggling  in  vain  to 
attract  [laying  audiences  at  the  little  Olynpiic  and  Vauxhall;  Cooper 
was  suing  for  an  enmm'ement  ; Junius  Priitus  Pooih  was  ]>laying  at 
the  Franklin  ; Mrs.  Luir  and  Jlrs.  Prown  were  unapj)ivciaL('d  at  rlu' 
Eiehmond  Hill  ; and  Forrest,  James  ATallaek,  and  ITacide  wen' 
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starring  at  tlie  Chatham,  afterward  knoAvn  as  Purdy’s  National 
Theatre. 

“ AVhat  is  the  cause  of  this  indilTerence  to  the  legitimate  drama  ?” 
asked  Clark,  of  the  K n'ti'l-(^i‘by:L'er  2la(jazlne.  AVhat  do  the  public 
want  ? Novelty,  excitement,  dash,  show,  jiarade.  !S])ectacle  has  be- 
come the  order  ot  the  day.  Jiii])ossible  circumstances  drawn  up  in  big, 
windy  words,  glowing  scenery,  pompous  processions,  discoi\laiit  noises, 
roaring  lions,  and  men  and  \vomen  who  can  outroar  them — tliese,  ^vith 
novelty  for  the  scene-shifter,  are  the  aliment  for  which  the  public  appe- 
tite is  set.” 

The  last  and  most  famous  of  the  dancers  who  visited  America  at 
this  period  was  Mademoiselle  Fanny  Elssler,  a German  woman,  who 
first  a])peared  in  pulilic  at  the  Park  Tiieatre  m New  York  m May, 
1841.  She  came  with  a high  ])rofessional  name,  for  she  had  charmed 
crowds  of  delighted  people  at  the  tlieatres  in  Perlin,  Yieiina,  Paris,  and 
London.  She  was  tall,  and  of  exijuisite  wmmanly  tpi’oportions.  Her 
complexion  was  of  delicate  whiteness,  wliich  contrasted  finely  with  her 
rich,  glossy,  and  ]n‘ofiise  chestnut  hair.  She  is  descril,)ed  as  being 
exceedingly  fascinating  in  ])erson  and  manner.  ^Mademoiselle  Elssler 
won  immense  jiopularity  at  once  by  her  execution  of  the  dainty  Pas 
Cracovienne. 

^Mademoiselle  Elssler  was  a native  of  Vienna,  and  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  New  York.  She  and  her  sister  Theresa 
had  been  educated  for  the  ballet  at  Naples,  and  they  first  appeared  on 
the  stage  at  Perlin  in  Isdi).  Fanny  left  tlie  stage  in  1851.  Tlieresa 
married  Prince  Adalbert  of  Prussia,  and  wa.s  ennolded  liy  the  king. 

Tliere  were  several  mei’itorious  actors  and  stage  managei's  who  lirst 
a])peared  at  the  Abnv  York  theatres  dui-ing  this  decade,  and  rose  to 
eminence  in  th(‘ii’  j)rofession.  Among  the  most  notable  of  these  Avere 
Ilackett,"  l >anforth  iMarblcgt  and  Hill,  in  the  ])ersonification  of  the 

* Air.  Haf'kett,  \vlmso  wife  was  an  actress,  had  been  a merchant,  bnt  failing  in  business 
took  to  the  stage  as  a profession.  Ib'  first  appeared  on  the  hoards  in  182b  as  an  imper- 
sonator of  “Yankee  character”  and  ex]'onent  of  “ Yanlcee  humor.’’  In  this  line  he  was 
for  years  nnriva!lt-«I,  w;is  very  })0}>uhir,  amassed  a fv>rtnne,  and  paid  every  mercantile 
creditor  bis  just  dut's.  In  jirivate  life  Hackett  was  much  esteemed. 

■f  Danforth  Marble— “ Dan  Marble,”  as  he  was  familiarly  termed — was  another  success- 
ful impersonatf-r  of  character.  He  was  a native  of  Danbury,  Cor\nccticut,  learned  the 
trade  of  a silversmith  in  New  York,  liocame  a member  of  a The.^jiian  association,  was 
introduced  behind  the  scenes  at  the  Chatham  Theatre,  and  resolved  to  1 ecome  an  actor. 
In  A})ril,  b'';]],he  paid  the  manager  of  the  Richmond  Hill  Tbeatro  $20  for  tbo  jirivilogo 
of  p<‘rforming  tlie  p;xrt  of  Robin  Roimhln-ad.  Again  he  paid  him  $b>  for  a similar  privilege. 
Then  he  took  a position  among  the  lowest  grade  of  aetors,  j>erfovming  oliielly  in 
“ Yankee”  and  “ Kentucky”  characters.  He  made  a decided  **  hit”  in  tlie  play  of  .Sna 
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traditioiuil  Yankee''  and  of  other  natiomdities.  ^fr.  Ifill  was  known 
as  ‘‘  Yankee  llilL"  There  were  also  IIanii)hn.t  ^Mitchell,  Pan'ton,  and 
Plynn — Poor  Tom  Flynn,'’  as  he  was  s])oken  of  in  Ins  latm’  years. 

Edward  Simpson  w'as,  of  course,  chief  amontt  managers  at  that 
period,  and  was  a veteran  at  the  beginning  of  this  decade,  for  lie  and 
Stephen  Price  had  been  les.sees  of  the  Park  nnmy  years. 

^Ydliam  Xiblo,  A\diose  place  of  amusement  was  very  ])opular  for  many 
years,  even  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  ])resent  decade  flSTO-So)^ 
began  business  life  as  the  keeper  of  the  famous  Pank  Coffee-House, 
corner  of  Pine  and  AYilliam  streets,  which  he  opened  in  lsl4.  lie  liad 
married  tlie  excellent  danuhter  of  Daniel  King,  a famous  innkeeper, 
first  in  AYaU  Street,  and  tlien  on  the  site  of  Kiblo's  Garden,”  near 
Spi’ing  Street.  There  Iving  died  about  1S28,  and  in  his  house  Kiblo 
0[)ened  a,  branch  of  his  coffee-house  m 1820.  To  liis  surprise  and  de- 
light, he  soon  found  it  tilled  vrith  tlie  families  of  eminent  merchants, 
who  ])i*eferreil  Ijoarding  for  a while  to  liousekeeping.  The  tlien  gi'cat 
merchant,  Archiliald  Grade,  an<l  his  family  were  lioarders  within  a 
week  after  it  was  opened.  The  omnilmses,  just  introduced,  made  a 
residence  that  distance  from  business  quite  feasilde.  Xiblo’s  was  the 
only  building  on  the  block  w'here  the  l\Ietropolitan  Hotel  now  stands, 
and  there  were  no  houses  on  Broadway  opposite. 

At  the  suggestion  of  fiiends  Xiblo  opened  a “ garden”  for  the  |>leas- 
ure  of  the  higher  class. of  citizens,  where  ice-cream,  cake,  lemonaile, 
and  other  refreshments  were  served  in  the  open  air.  It  was  very  suc- 

Patrh,  and  Uccaine  iimncnsely  popular  in  the  West  and  ,Sontli-West.  Within  seven  years 
from  the  time  he  paid  .S20  for  the  ])rivilege  of  trying  his  jiowers,  he  was  one  of  the  most 
attractive  star  actors  at  tlie  Park  He  v,-e-nt  to  London  in  1814,  where  lie  was  very  popu- 
lar in  a play  entitled  77/e  (Vr/imrd  Wuol-Dmkr,  and  his  welcome  on  his  return  was  an 
ovation.  His  last  ].ierformaiice  was  at  St.  Louis  in  3Iay,  1840.  A few  days  afterward  ho 
died  there  of  Asiatic  cholera.  In  183d  Warble  married  a daughter  of  ^Ir.  Warren,  of 
I'hiladelphia,  a ceh.hratcd  comedian. 

* “ Yankee  TTill  ” (George  II.)  was  a native  of  Poston.  Ho  was  a jeweller's  ap]irentiee, 
working  near  the  theatre.  Ho  lirst  recited  *' Yankee  stories”  aiul  sang  ” Yankee  songs’’ 
at  tl\p  Warren  Street  Theatre  in  that  city.  He  was  always  a favorite  at  the  17irk,  and 
was  very  popular  at  the  Adelphi,  in  Loudon,  m 183m.  Hill  played  with  great  success  at 
other  theatres  in  Great  Pritaiu  and  the  United  States.  He  died  at  Saratoga  Springs,  in 
Septemher,  1810. 

j-  Thomas  S.  Hamblin  was  an  Englishman,  and  made  his  first  appearance  on  an 
American  stage  as  llaiuhl,  when  he  was  about  twenty- four  \ears  of  iige.  He  had  first 
appeared  as  a ballet-dancer  at  the  .Vdelphi,  in  London,  with  a salary  of  .SI. 30  a week. 
Til  1830  he  hece.tiie  Irsst-,'  of  the  Powery  Theatre  with  Hackott.  As  an  actor  he  was  rather 
a failure,  Imt  ’>vas  ,iii  (.■m  rg..  tie  mc.nag  -r.  In  that  ea{)aeity  Im  s‘-'r\-.'d  until  his  ih nth. 
from  brain  fi-ver,  in  lluring  his  aumiiust ration  ot  ttu>  Powery,  that  theatre  was 

twice  burned,  the  lirst  lime  in  i‘'-3o,  ami  the  sac-md  time  in  ISld. 
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cessful  from  Vauxhall  O:ii\lon,  that  oxtoiabal  from  tlio 

Bo\ve]‘V  nearly  to  Broadway  above  Fourth  Street,  was  then  too  far  up 
town.  In  a shoi’t  time  iXiblo  altered  an  old  buildin^-  on  the  })remises 
into  an  open-air  theatre  for  summer  dramatic  and  musical  ix'rformances, 
and  it  became  very  famous,  aaid  remained  so  until  our  day.  The  tliea- 
tre  really  forms  a part  of  the  i^[etropohtan  Hotel,  and  a small  court- 
yard w'ith  a fountain  is  still  called  a garden.  Upon  this  tlie  superb 
iolibies  of  the  theatre  open. 

Tills  tlieatre  was  the  scene  of  tlie  Blade  CrooJe,  the  first  grand  ballet 
spectacle  ever  seen  in  this  country.  It  Avas  ])resented  in  ISilo,  and  ran 
for  several  years.  It  Avas  folloAved  by  simdar  spectacles.  The  interior 
of  the  tlieatre  Avas  burned  in  isjp,  but  was  soon  restored.  Its  audito- 
rium Avill  seat  nearly  tAVo  thousand  persons.  It  is  still  known  as  Xiblo's 
Garden  Theatre.  The  foiindm'  lived  until  he  Avas  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  his  face  and  complexion  at  seventy-five  were  as  fair  as  that 
of  a middle-agc'd  Avoman. 

AUilham  i\[ltcliell  Avas  an  Englishman,  and  first  appeared  at  the  Xa- 
tional  Theatre  in  I sMC.  Ife  Avas  not  a marked  faA’orite  until  lie  opened 
the  Olympic,  on  BroadAvav,  late  in  b^blk  Avith  amusing  traAT^sties  and 
burlesques,  Avhich  became  A'ery  ])Opular.  He  hit  the  humor  of  tiie 
time.  Burton  linally  riA'alled  him,  and  iMitchcll  retired  in  ISaO  Avith  a 
competence,  but  hnally  liecame  poor.  "While  arrangements  AA'cre  in 
progress  to  giAa^  him  a lueietit,  he  died,  iMay  12,  1850. 

We  ha\'e  observed  tliat  AVilUam  E.  Burton  riA’alled  i\[itciiell  as  an 
actor  and  manager.  He,  too,  Avas  an  Englishman,  aa'us  thoroughly 
educated,  and  Avas  (k^signed  by  his  father,  the  eminent  scliolar  and 
author  of  ‘‘  Biblical  Researches, ''  for  one  of  the  liberal  professions.  On 
the  death  of  his  fatluM-  he  became  connected  Avith  the  ncAA'spaper  press, 
and  an  intimacy  Avith  actors  led  him  toadojit  the  profession  of  a player. 
He  played  in  the  ])ro\’inces  for  seA’en  years  in  an  extensiA'e  range  of 
characters,  and  mad(‘  his  first  appearance  on  tho  London  stage  in  1S21, 
Avhere  Ju'  Avas  very  successful.  He  came  to  America  m IS.’M,  and  first 
a}>peai‘ed  at  tln‘  Arch  Street  Theatre  in  Idnla(lel[>hia,  pilncipally  in 
comedy.  Ib*  playral  his  first  engagmmmt  in  XeAv  .York  as  a star  at 
the  National  Theatre  in  Isho.  He  Avas  aftei  AA'ard  liianager  of  theatres 
in  Phdad<‘lphia  and  Baltimore,  and  finally  of  the  National  hhieatre  in 
NoaY  York  in  April,  1841.  It  A\'as  burned  in  i\Iay.  In  1848  he  ojiened 
Burton's  Theatre,  in  Bahno's  Opera  House,  in  Chambers  Street. 
There'  lie  was  A’ery  sucaM'ssful,  draAving  croAvde'd  houses  by  his  acting  in 
coiiH'difs.  His  impersonal  tons  of  some'  of  1 )i<*k(‘ns's  characters,  and 
especially  Toodles,  aa'ci’c  constant  elelights  o.)  theatre'-LToers.  and  for  years 
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Burton's  Theatre  Vv'as  tlie  fuYoi’ite  resort  of  the  most  intellio-ent  class  of 
pleasure-seekers.  ^vhere  fashionai)le  ])eople  were  not  ti'aimnelled  hy 
etiquette  as  at  the  stately  Bark. 

Coininerce  needed  Chandlers  Sti*€?et.  and  with  a hope  of  conqiien’ne: 
his  rivals,  Wallack  and  Laura  Keene,  Burton  ojiened  Burton's  Kew 
Theatre  in  lS5d,  far  up  Broadway  lie  Avas  unsuccesstuk  and  alian- 
(loned  tiie  field.  Burton  was  an  unrivalled  comedian,  and  an  accom- 
})lished  Avriter.  He  died  in  Kcav  York  February  0,  ISGU. 

“ Poor  Tom  Flynn''  made  his  lirst  a])])earance  on  tlie  stage  at  the 
Chatham  Theatre.  lie  Avas  stage  manager  of  the  Bowery  in  1833-3-1, 
and  afterAAUird  of  the  Richmond  Hill  Theatre.  In  1S3G  he  opened  the 
Kational  Theatre,  AAoiere  he  hrouglit  out  William  Witchell.  With 
others  lie  huilt  the  Xgav  Chatham  Theatre,  first  opened  in  1S30.  He 
had  now  become  intemperate  : the  “ socia.l  glass''  had  ruined  him.  He 
made  an  attempt  at  reform,  and  became  a zealous  piildic  advocate  of 
the  temperance  cause.  This  Avas  a hopeful  |aiuse  in  his  life  career.  It 
AAUis  only  a pause:  he  soon  relapsed,  and  he  died,  in  iioAwtv  and  shame, 
of  cholera  in  las  lb.  Flynn  married  l\riss  IMatilda  Twibeil,  tlie  “ belie  of 
the  stage,”  in  1S2S. 
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